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PROCEEDINGS OF THE 


Twenty-Fourth General Conference 
of the United Brethren in Christ 





FIRST DAY’S SESSION. 


Tuurspay, May 11, 1905. 

Tue Twenty-Fourth Quadrennial Session of the General Confer- 
ence of the Church of the United Brethren in Christ convened in the 
Hall of Representatives, State Capitol Building, Topeka, Kansas, at 
Ee OORPs Mas, 

Bishops N. Castle, D. D., E. B. Kephart, D. D., LL. D., J. S. Mills, 
D. D., Ph. D., and G. M. Mathews, D. D., occupied seats on the plat- 
form as the presiding officers of the Conference. 

Bishop N. Castle, D. D., Senior Bishop of the Church, called the 
Conference to order and said: 


The Conference will now come to order. I take sincere pleasure in 
calling to order this Twenty-Fourth Quadrennial Session of the Gen- 
eral Conference of the Church of the United Brethren in Christ. I 
congratulate you, brethren, in being permitted to meet in this growing 
western city, the capital city of Kansas, and-in this commodious State 
building. I need not remind you that you are the most numerous of 
all the gatherings in the history of this distinguished body. For the 
first time in our history the ministry and laity meet on the common 
ground of equal representation. I hope this miay not prove to be 
experimental. 

I need not remind you that grave duties confront you. The legisla- 
tive, judicial, and administrative powers of the Church are now in 
your hands. What you do here will be far-reaching, affecting not only 
the ensuing quadrennium, but whole decades of years, and possibly, 
if our Lord should delay his coming, whole centuries of church life. 
Do you each feel sufficient for the part you are to take in this grave 
work? Who of us can say in himself, “I am sufficient”? Our fathers 
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delivered to us this Church, and we in turn must deliver it to those 
who come after us. What kind of a Church will we deliver to them? 
They are helpless, and must finally accept just such a church as we 
turn over to them. This, you must grant, is a grave responsibility. 
Whatever we are now as a Church, and whatever may be our history 
in the past, there is a church that ought to be. This church that ought 
to be will not build or make itself. This after-church ought to be a 
goal sufficient for the highest effort of every member of this General 
Conference. This after-church is away out yonder in the twenties, 
thirties, and fifties of this twentieth century, awaiting its time. Its 
brain, its heart, its equipment for its great mission in the world are in 
our hands; it cannot help itself. What will we bequeath to it? Will 
it be an inheritance unspoiled by taints of evil and! thus prepared to 
respond to highest truth about it, or will we throw away the inheri- 
tance before it has touched it, and thus say that the church you might 
have been shall never be ? 

This is the problem that is before us, and no more important prob- 
lem ever confronted us in time. We are now in the twentieth century 
life; we are not in the thirteenth century of cathedral building, not in 
the sixteenth century of the revolt of intellect, not in the eighteenth 
century of constitution making, or in the nineteenth century with its 
discoveries and inventions; we are in the twentieth century. In this 
century you and I are to do our work, are to live, do our work, and die. 
This great. century confronts every one of us, confronts the church of 
Jesus Christ. In this she must do the greatest work of all the ages. 
For this she will require steady, level-headed men, whose feet stand on 
rock and not on sea-foam, whose eyes are clear of vision, who can see 
realities and act accordingly. There must be a resolute facing of the 
world as it is, with all the garments of make-believe thrown off. We 
must know right from wrong and have principles of life beyond all 
mere policy or expediency. We are not now living in or dealing with 
an imaginary world, but a world intensely realistic. We are not 
fighting wind-mills in mid air, but are enlisted in a plain matter-of- 
fact work. Not in air-built fancies, but in flesh and blood, in things 
as solid and real as wood, flint, and steel we are to work out our own 
and the Church’s destiny. 

We are working amid varied multiform: and mighty forces. We 
cannot single out any one of these forces as of dominant value and 
ignore or despise the others. All progress large or small is the result of 
many forces. We are dealing to-day with fundamentals, the real be- 
ginning of things in this new century. We are laying foundation 
principles. The beginning indicates and largely determines the char- 
acter of what shall follow, for no great life, either individual or 
church life, can be lived and maintained on a low beginning. 

The Church, I grant, is not what it was once, and it is well that it is 
not. Great and mighty changes have been wrought in our brain and 
heart life. Much of the low level of vision, of the lowland of vision, 
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has been left for the foothills and the regions beyond; but however 
far we may be on the way up, we are not yet at the summit. There is 
a broader sunlight and a wider landscape far yonder for us. Let us go 
on up. Why should we come thus far unless we intend to go on? 
No sailor makes mid-ocean his goal, no traveler the half-way place 
when his home crowns the mountains. The runner that stops in the 
race will never make the goal, and the bridge that does not fully span 
the stream fails as a bridge. 

I am glad to believe, brethren, with od that there are better things 
for us on upward and, ahead. Let us not stop. The fog-banks are 
thinning and the sun is growing brighter as we ascend. ‘T pray you 
to resolve to be the best delegate that it is possible for you to be, with 
your advantages. Let one thing be said of every one; namely, that 
there is a man or a woman behind this delegate. This is one of the 
most important things in our life. Character is above all. No one 
can throw his whole life into a life that he himself is false to. To- 
morrow success may follow a man of a contradictory life, but results 
will be neither good nor lasting in the case of such a man. 

Those that will control the religious thought of this century will be 
preéminently spiritual men, not religious monks, not ascetics, not 
mystic dreamers or ignorant zealots. They will not be active in de- 
bating societies, grim polemics, discussing the intricacies of greed; 
they will not give much attention to religious millinery. They will 
be simple, earnest, God-fearing men. There is nothing, my brethren, 
beyond higher and grander than the development of the inner spiritual 
life that will always actuate its possessor. Let us cultivate this inner 
light and life during this General Conference session. 

These are the best safeguards against unworthy motives; they can- 
not flourish in such a sun and such a soil. We need during this Gen- 
eral Conference pentecostal gifts and pentecostal grace in order to do 
the work committed to us. We must be true to the spirit of our his- 
toric name. Of course we cannot be anything else but brethren, be- 
cause we have the family bond; and we cannot be other than united, 
because we are in him—Christ. Let us firmly resolve to live and die 
in peace if we have to fight to do it. 

Now, before we join in singing the doxology, I want to give you 
Paul’s doxology in Ephesians the third chapter and twentieth verse; 
mark the language where the apostle uses the words, “Now unto him 
that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, 
according to the power that worketh in us.” Will you note the analogy 
here for a moment, “Who is able to do”? Oh, those two little words 
there! Emphasize them, “Able to do.” First, all we ask; second, all 
we think; third, above all we ask; fourth, above all we think; fifth, 
abundantly above all we ask; sixth, abundantly above all we think; 

seventh, exceedingly abundantly above all we ask; and eighth, exceed- 
ingly abundantly above all we think. 

I wonder if we have not reached, are not on a limitless, shoreless 
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sea, and do you not say that this is a time for mercies unlimited ? 

But, my brethren, sad as it may be—oh, think of it for a moment— 

there is a limitation, and do you catch that? It is according to the 

power that worketh in us. God cannot go any faster than his church © 
goes; he cannot go any faster than you and I go. Let me illustrate, 

and I have done. ; 

Away back when I was a small boy I used to drive an old lolling 
ox team on a hot summer day with a small grist to the old mill that 
we called the Bonnieville mill, about two and a half or three miles 
away from my mother’s home. There was a little stream coming down 
by that mill that was arrested by a dam that had been thrown across 
it to hold the waters in check, and then a narrow channel that led on 
down from this dam to the mill, and the surplus water went over the 
dam, laughing away to join the waters beyond. But some days when 
we were at that mill it was still. Old Lampeer, the miller, flour- - 
covered, stooped as many a miller is stooped, was walking around and 
doing nothing. There was no singing in this mill. The farmers came 
and brought their wheat, but they took no flour away with them, 
nothing for their families. But there came a time when things 
changed. The waters were up against that mill, pressing and press- 
ing and wanting to get in. The waters were saying: “Oh, I could 
turn such a little mill as this if I could only get at it. Why, I could 
turn twenty such mills or a hundred such mills as you are, but I can- 
not get at you.” But there was a time when old Lampeer walked up 
there a little way and lifted a gate, and then the waters came rushing 
and laughing on their way down to that mill. They went on and 
started the old massive wheel, and in a few moments there was sing- 
ing in that mill, and the flaky flour fell thick and fast in sack and 
barrel, and the farmers went away with bread for their families. 

Oh, my brethren, are we not something like this? There is power 
all about you and me, beating about us, knocking at every door and 
avenue of our natures, wanting to get in. Oh, may the divine Spirit - 
help us to lift up the gates and swing wide the doors of the heart and 
intellect and brain and let the power of God in during this General 
Conference. [Voices, Amen.] Will you pray for it? Will you ex- 
pect it? God grant it. 

I wish that this might be the most spiritual General Conference we 
have ever held, and I am sure that it is God’s pleasure to make it so 
to every one of us. 

Now I want you all to stand and sing. Brother Lorenz, whom you 
know so very well throughout this whole Church, and who is known 
beyond these homes of our own land, known in other countries because 
of his musical ability, will lead the singing. I desire that you should 
sing the long meter doxology, and if you ever made it swing, make it 
swing here at this place. “Praise God from whom all blessings flow.” 
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Tur Presipine BisHop. While you are standing, I will ask Bishop 
Mathews to lead us in repeating the Lord’s Prayer. 

Bishop Mathews led the Conference in the repeating of the Lord’s 
Prayer. 

Tus Presipinc Bishop. We will now join in singing Number 204, 
that old familiar hymn, “Rock of Ages, cleft for me,” and I am sure 
that we shall be delighted to have every one who can join in the 
singing. 

Tur Presipine Bisor. We will now be led before the throne of 
grace by Bishop Mills, all standing during this prayer. 


PRAYER. 


Bishop Mills offered the following prayer: 


The earth is the Lord’s, and the fullness thereof; the world, and they 
that dwell therein, for he hath founded it upon the seas and estab- 
lished it upon the floods. Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord, 
or who shall stand in his holy place? He that hath clean hands and 

-a pure heart; who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn 
deceitfully. The heavens declare thy glory; the earth showeth thy 
handiwork. Day unto day uttereth speech and night unto night re- 
vealeth knowledge of thee. There is no place to which human beings 
may go out of the reach of thy presence and power and love. Oh, 
thou eternal God, Father of our spirits, giver of all good gifts; oh, 
thou eternal Son, who did come into this world and take the form of 
man and empty thyself of the eternal form, becoming a servant, thou 
who didst give thyself a ransom for us all; oh, thou Holy Spirit, who 
hast come to renew life in us and to lead us into all truth, to bring to 
our remembrance what Jesus said, and to carry forward the good 
work which thou hast begun even unto completion, thou eternal 
triune God, we bring to thee our gratitude, our praise, and our thanks- 
giving. We thank thee for the blessings that have come to us in thy 
daily proyidences—food and clothing and shelter. We thank thee for 
the blessings that have come to us through the civil government under 
which we live—life and liberty and the pursuit of happiness, each one 
permitted to sit in the light of his own home, no one daring legally to 
molest or to make us afraid. We thank thee for this good land in 
which we have our lot and for this great nation which thou hast 
raised up. We thank thee for its providential beginning, its provi- 
dential history, for the light it now radiates out over other nations, 
to secure for them larger liberty, greater equality, and greater op- 
portunity. We thank thee for the spiritual benefits that have come 
to us, exceeding abundant above all that we can ask or even think, 
according to thy power that worketh in us. Thou hast brought to us 
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light and life when we were in darkness and death, the spiritual privi- 
lege of having Jesus for our Savior and the Holy Spirit for our com- 
forter and guide, and heaven for our eternal home. 

We thank thee for the church, for its beginning and its history 
down to this present time, its glorious list of prophets and apostles 
and martyrs and holy men and women. We thank thee for what 
has been wrought in this world through the church. We thank thee 
for the part of the church with which we are associated. Thou hast 
brought us here as representatives of it, from the East and from the 
West, from the North and from the South, and caused us to sit down 
in this heavenly place in Christ Jesus, that we might commune with 
thee and counsel with each other concerning the advancement of the 
kingdom of God. We thank thee for counting us each worthy thus to 
be associated with Jesus Christ in this great work. 

We come to thee with our petitions, for we are weak, we are help- 
less, we need thy forgiving love, thy pardoning grace. We need that 
inspiration that comes from above, that will fill us with light and life 
and love, that we may carry forward the work which thou hast com- 
mitted to our hands. O God, be pleased to look upon us. May thy 
spirit help our infirmities. May this gathering be characterized by 
that wisdom that cometh down from above, that is peaceable and gen- . 
tle and easily to be entreated, that is without guile and without 
hypocrisy. May each one strive to excel the other in his effort to find 
and to do the will of God. May each strive to excel the other in that 
kindness and gentleness and forbearance that is the expression of the 
love of God in human hearts. And do thou grant thy blessing upon 
the Church with which we are associated. As thou hast guided it and 
prospered it in the past, so wilt thou continue to add thy blessing to 
all the labors of thy people. Bless each officer, delegate, and visitor 
in this great national Conference. May each have health and discre- 
tion and wisdom and courage to act his part nobly in the fear of God. 
Bless the homes from which they come. Preserve their loved ones in 
their absence from all evil, from the pestilence tha¢ walketh in dark- 
ness and from the’ destruction that wasteth at noonday. Make this 
Conference a blessing to this city, to this State, to this nation, and to 
the whole world. 

And while we pray for the Church with which we are associated, 
we pray for every part of the body of Christ upon earth, that it may be 
unified in all its efforts to glorify thee, that it may have a large vision 
to see what is for the glory of God; that it may have the courage of 
the apostles and martyrs of old to carry forward the banner of the 
King, storming the strongholds of sin and Satan everywhere, and 
hastening the coming of the reign of the Prince of Peace. 

To this end, O God, do thou share thy blessing with the state as 
well as the church. May it protect the lives and liberties of the peo- 
ple, and may this nation of which we are a part illustrate the fact 
that happy is the people whom the Lord hath chosen and that people 
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which devotes itself to his service. And while thou art blessing this 
nation and the rulers that are over us in high places, guiding and 
prospering them, we pray for this commonwealth in which we are 
assembled. We rejoice in its noble history and the grand conflict it 
has waged against the various forms of national evils and the 
triumphs that have crowned its labors in the past; and we pray that 
the blessing of God may be upon its efforts for human freedom and 
civic righteousness in its present struggles against the spoiler and op- 
_ pressor. 

ra do thou thus lead us all so that this occasion will bring greater 
glory to thee, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, in time and in 
eternity, for his name’s sake. Amen. 

TuE Presipine BisHop. We will now join in singing hymn No. 183, 
“Jesus, Savior, pilot.me.” : 

- Mr. Lorenz. It seems to me, brethren, we can sing this hymn with 
peculiar earnestness, for many of us are on unchartered waters here; 
we do not know just what currents to guard against, but we may be 
sure that if the Lord Jesus Christ is:our Pilot, we can reach the de- 
sired haven. Let us pray, “Jesus, Savior, pilot me.” God help us. 

The songs used in the Conference were selections made by E. S. 
Lorenz, entitled “Sample Pages from Hymns that Help, Otterbein 
Hymnal, and Crowning Day, for the use of the General Conference of 
the United Brethren in Christ, convening at Topeka, Kansas, May 11- 
22, 1905.” 

Tue Presipinc BisHop. We will now hear the reading of the Word 
of the Lord. Brother Washinger will read the Nineteenth Psalm. 

Rev. W. H. Wasuincer, of Pennsylvania Conference. Hear the 
Word of the Lord as we find it recorded in the Nineteenth Psalm. 
(Reads Ninteenth Psalm.) God bless the reading of the Word. 

Tue Presipinc BisHop. The second lesson we will have from the 
New Testament, by Brother A. P. Funkhouser. Ephesians, third 
chapter. : 

Rey. A. P. Funkhouser, or Virginia Conference, then read the third 
chapter of Ephesians. 

Tue Presipinc Bisuor. You will now please join in singing hymn 
No. 177. We will stand during this singing, and at the close of the . 
hymn I will ask Rev. J. L. Parks and Rev. F. P. Rosselot to lead in 
prayer, following in the order named. 

Conference stands and sings, “I must tell Jesus.” 

Rey. J. L. Parks, of the California Conference, delivered the fol- 
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O God, thou who art from everlasting to everlasting the same un- 
changing God; thou who art full of love and mercy and compassion, to 
thee we lift up our hearts and our voices in prayer at this moment. We 
would return grateful thanksgiving and praises to thee for thy loving 
kindness and for all the tender mercies which we have received from 
thine hand since we have had a being in this world. O God, thou hast led 
us in ways that we knew not of and in ways which we would have turned 
aside from, had we been permitted to take our own choice; but to-day 
as we look out over the road we have come, we thank thee for the way 
in which thou hast led us and pray that thou wouldst help us that we 
may see more clearly than ever that the hand of God is upon us, that 
God is interested in us, that he is willing to help us onward and up- 
ward to greater achievements, to greater attainments, if we have the 
willingness to follow where he leads us. 

We thank thee, Almighty God, for the privilege of meeting in this 
General Conference with these brethren, thy servants. Thou hast 
blessed us as a Church during the quadrennium that has passed, and 
we come before thee now, praying that Heaven’s blessing may rest 
upon each one of us as we come before thee to transact the business 
for the coming years. . 

O God, help each one of us to do this work as if Christ himself were 
here in person; yea, help us to realize that he is here more emphatic- 
ally than if he were here in person, and grant, O God, that thy Holy 
Spirit may take full possession of each heart, and lead thou us. Guide 
thou us in all our deliberations and in all our plans and in all of our 
undertakings that God may be honored and that the world may be 
blessed. 

We thank thee for the lives of our dear bishops, for the success that 
has crowned their efforts. O God, guide them; would thou pour out 
of thy Spirit upon them and give them to realize that God is very near 
to their hearts. 

Bless all these general officers, who have had upon their hearts and 
upon their minds the burdens of the Church in the years past. Some- 
times the task was very tedious and very laborious, but through it. all 
thou hast brought them, and we thank thee for it. Bless all these 
delegates, and grant, our Father, that the Spirit of the Holy One may 
rest upon each one of us, and may we all-do thy will and thy service. 
We pray thee, our Father, especially that this meeting may be charac- 
terized by the old-time revival power. O God, we pray thee to-day to 
open the windows of heaven upon the Church; pour out of thy Spirit 
upon us, and make us a helpful influence that thousands of souls may 
be led from nature’s darkness into the larger light of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ. Bless us and lead us and guide us and eventually save 
us all, we ask in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Rey. F. P. Rosselot, of Sandusky Conference, delivered the follow- 
ing prayer: 
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Our Father and our God, we come before thee with our hearts filled 
with gratitude for thy mercies and for thy kindness to each one of 
us and for thy presence and power in the Church of our choice, in the 
efforts of the denomination to bring men back to God and to home and 
to heaven; and we come remembering that without thee we are the 
most helpless of men, and when thou art with us we can do all things 
through Christ strengthening us; and at this moment we pray, our 
Father, that we may neither go too fast-nor too slow, but that we may 
be steadied by thy Word and thy truth and the presence of the Holy 
Spirit in our lives and in our midst. 

And we pray, our Father, that thou wilt open the way on all sides 
for greater service and the bringing of greater glory to thy name. We 
pray our Father for those coming together from all parts of our own 
fair land and from far-off shores. Oh, grant, our Father, to unite us 
with the Holy Spirit, to send us out into the world for greater service 
and for greater usefulness in the hands of our Master and our Lord. 
To this end we pray that the hush of God may fall upon us. O our 
Father, our Father, put thy hand upon every one of our unworthy 
lives and use us after thine own plans and purposes and desires. 

So lead us and control us to thy name’s honor and glory. We ask 
it in Jesus’ name. Amen. 


Tue Presipinc Bisuorp. Our final and last hymn, or as much of it 
as the leader may indicate, is numbered 191, “No, Not One.” 

The second verse was sung by the brethren East of the Alleghenies 
and the last verse by the sisters of the Conference, all joining in the 
chorus. : 

Tur Presiinc Bisuor. The time is now here for the calling of the 
roll and effecting’ the organization of the Conference. I will ask the 
former secretary of this Conference, Brother J. H. Snyder, of North- 
east Kansas Conference, to call the roll, and each member will answer 
promptly when his name is called. 

Rev. J. H. Snyder called the roll in alphabetical order. 


MINISTERIAL DELEGATES. 


Albright, I. H., Arford, A. W., Ayers, A. R., Baber, E. R., Baker, 
D. P., Ballinger, A. W., Barkemyer, H., Bearss, I. W., Beatty, W. L., 
Bell, W. M., Bennehoff, I, Berry, Wm. R., Boyd, A., Brandenburg, 
‘J. L., Brane, C. I. B., Bremer, J. C., Burger, D. L., Burkert, Cade 
Buswell, W. M., Camp, P. M., Carlton, V. A., Chambers, J. R., Con- 
nett, J. B., Cornell, L. S., Cox, C. H., Craig, Henry, Cronk, Week, 
Cummins, A. M., Curtis, E. W., Davis, G. A., Dawson, M. F., Deal, 
H., Deever, J. B., Doub, D. L., Drury, M. R., Flory, H. H., Fout, 
H. H., Fries, W. O., Fritz, G., Funk, W. R., Funkhouser, A. P., Gabel, 
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H. S., Garner, A. A., Geiger, Geo., Good, Eli, Gossard, G. D., Grimm, 
J. L., Gruver, W. F., Gunnels, H. J.. Hammack, A. S., Harner, J. R., 
Harper, W. O., Hawkins, J. A., Herndon, W. D., Hess, H. R., Hin- 
shaw, W. L., Hinton, G. H., Hobson, J. T., Hott, Geo. P., Hough, S. S., 
Howard, A. T., Huber, J. G., Keister, S. W., Kendall, J. S., King, J. 
A. F., King, J. R., Kiracofe, J. W., Lake, J. W., Lilly, J. W., Lloyd, 
W. R., Long, OC. S., Lowery, D. D., Macklin, G. P., Mater, Elmer, 
McIntyre, N. J., McKee, C. U., Miller, D. R., Miller, Geo., Morgan, 
F. M., Mumma, M. J., Myer, A., Neff, F. H., Norviel, J. B., Orr, A., 
Overton, V. W., Parker, W. F., Parks, J. L., Patterson, J. H., Paul, 
S. W., Porter, G. O., Recard, C. W., Reese, A. H., Ressler, J. I. L., 
Richardson, J. A., Rigney, A., Roberts, J. T., Roberts, W. Z., Robins, 
W. A., Roop, H. U., Rosselot, F. P., Schell, W. E., Schofield, J. W., 
Schoonover, L. L., Seneff, D. R., Shaffer, H. C., Shannon, J. E., Sher- 
rick, G. W., Siffert, W. O., Simons, J., Smith, W. A., Snyder, A. M., 
Snyder, J. H., Sprinkle, D. W., Stahl, L. W., Stanley, W. E., Statton, 
A. B., Stratton, W. D., Tasker, W. H., Testerman, F. M., Thorn, C. 
A., Todd, 8. L., Trueblood, H. W., Vezie, N. L., Vine, W. W., Walls, 
die TE Washinger, Wiis. White, R. Ji, Whitney, A. D. , Willis, J. W., 
Wilmore, A. C., Wood, W. , Wright, W. HL. , Wyandt, J. ny Zuck, R. M. 


LAY DELEGATES. 


Airhart, W. E., Altaffer, J. M., Anderson, A., Bair, J. U., Barnes, 
John, Barr, R. J., Bear, I. J., Bell, J. A., Bennett, R. H., Bierman, E. 
Benj., Booker, Kate, Brubaker, H. F., Bronson, Lizzie, Burgess, W. 
E., Burt, F. A., Caldwell, S. C., Cheadle, W. H., Cowden, A. J., 
Cowden, Robert, Craig, Emma, Davis, J. S., Dean, N. A,, Dillenbach, 
G. W., Donly, D. Drury, J. L., Edmonds, Matt, Engle, 13}, Jabe 
Dennis: Frank, Fi Mrs. Sarah, Rank OF M., Garber, Jeane Gar 
ber, Mrs. Mary, Gare Calis Gage, Mrs. O. J., Gillingham, W. E., 
Goshard, J., Giesler, Mrs. Fred, Grooms, A. A., Goodwin, Mrs. J. W., 
Gruver, B. Be Gould, Mrs. Helen, Guyer, Ww. C., Haffner, Wis 
Heckert, Ji: C.,, Heckman, Frank, "Henry, HAN: Henkle, Mrs. INS 
Hilborn, I., Hockett, J. M., Hottell, G. A, Howard, Le Roy, Huber, 
Soke Holitt, John, Kirkpatrick, Miss Ella ae Jack, W. H., Johnston, 
A. P., Juday, A: fe Keezel, W. C., Keister, ‘A. Keppel, Mark, Kerr, 
1 figad De “King, Mrs. Zella 1S Koch, Charles, Kumler, S. E., Hunt, S. H., 
Paveobaum: A. H., Lee, B., Lorenz, 18t S., Lott, S. W., Love, S. M.. 
Lowe, W. G., Lutz, W. A,, Mater, G. W., Mead, Mrs. Mary, Michener, 
Wi., Miller, EK. De Miller, G. He Miller, H. B., Miller, M. P., Mills, 
W. On Money, O. en Moore, A. A, Mullen, O. E., Munch, F, N., 
Myers, E. W., Myers, Ales (Ory, Neuding, EeSs Patterson, Mrs. ares ee 
Peck, J. C., Peters, D.2A., Pool, de el, Porterfield, IaGs Raymond, 
Omak: Rhinehart, Mrs. A. 'M., Richard, E. H.} Richards, "Mrs. Celia, 
Robbing, W. W., Richer, Mrs. Js. Roop, 15l, a Roose, A. E., Rue- 
bush; Ji. Hi. oGare: Chas. W., Schell, ave W. E., Schaeffer, ie Shaffer, 
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D., Shambaugh, John, Shatzer, J. B., Sickafoose, Mrs. Geo., Smith, 
EK. R., Snyder, G. C., Spangler, Geo., Spangler, T. G., Spencer, Mrs. 
A. J., Spiegel, F., Stoker, D. R., Stehman, J. G., Stoner, Mrs. Mattie, 
Streich, P. M., Baisch, H. B., Van Cleve, Ed., Warner, Grace, Weber, 
Henry F., Wertz, S., White, D. D., Johnson, Chas., Williams, G. C., 
Williams, Ida, Wilson, A. E., Witt, Mrs. B. F., Wolfe, Geo. A., Wright, 
F. B., Wright, Henry, Zeigler, W. O. 


Tuer Presipine BisHop. The first thing in order will be the election 
_of your secretary or secretaries. 

Rey. J. B. Connert, of Lower Wabash Conference. Mr. Chairman, 
one of our laymen is detained on account of illness, and the alternate 
is here, Mr. Frank Dennis, in place of Mr. George Fredenberger. 

Rey. S. W. Keister, of Allegheny Conference. One of our dele- 
gates, Mr. John Thomas, is sick, and I hold in my hands the creden- 
tials of Prof. H. B. Baish, of Altoona, as alternate. 

Tue Presipine BisHop. I am not sure how far you want to canvass 
this matter now. Possibly this is the time. I think there is a Com- 
mittee on Credentials, and these matters might go to that committee 
and come in later. My own thought is that you had better leave this 
matter for correction at a later time. 

Rev. L. W. Srauu, of Allegheny Conference. Mr. Chairman, I 
think there are some other names on the ministerial roll. In the case 
of death the names were added and the change was made. If one 
name ought to go to the committee, I would think all ought to go. 

Tue Presipine BisHop. I will say this, brethren, that we are not 
organized. You had better elect your secretary or secretaries and get 
into an organized body, and then you can do business. You elected, I 
believe, four years ago, a secretary and a recording secretary. What 
is your pleasure this time? 

Dr. W. R. Fun«, of Allegheny Conference. Mr. Chairman, I move 
you that there be a secretary and an assistant secretary elected. 

The motion was seconded. 

Tue Presipine Bisnop. It is moved and seconded that a secretary 
and an assistant secretary be elected. Are you ready for this? 

Rev. J. H. Snyper, of Northeast Kansas Conference. If it ig in- 
tended as four years ago, the stenographer was elected the steno- 
graphic secretary. 

Dr. W. R. Funx. It is not so intended. 

Tue Presipinc BisHor. All favoring this motion will give consent 
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by uplifted hand. Any opposed to it, like sign. The motion prevails. 
You will now prepare your ballots for these secretaries, writing the 
two names on the same ballot. ~ 

Dr. W. R. Func. Mr. Chairman, I would like to say that we have 
prepared paper for ballots, to give to each delegation, a number of 
which may be held in their possession for the different miscellaneous 
elections that come. Mr. Senseny, who has charge of them, will please 
hand them to the page boys. 

Tur Presipinc Bisuop. Now, we have selected Rev. A. M. Snyder, 
J. H. Ruebush, J. L. Parks, Prof. Mark Keppel, W. H. Wright, A. H. 
Laughbaum, and C. W. Recard to act as tellers. You will circulate 
these blanks, and then when they are prepared you will collect them. 

Dr. W. R. Funx. The question is asked whether the stenographer 
will be the assistant. The motion was made in order that we might 
have a secretary and assistant secretary. Heretofore the stenographer 
has been the recording secretary, a distinct thing from the regular 
reading secretary. 

Tus Presiping Bishop. Now your motion had reference to the sec- 
retary and assistant? 

Dr. Funk. The secretary and assistant; the recording secretary 
will come later. 

Pror. E. B. Brerman, of Eastern Pennsylvania Conference. Shall 
we vote for two at once, the secretary aud assistant? If you will let 
that order obtain, the first name is the secretary and the second the 
assistant; first name the secretary and then the assistant; otherwise 
you must designate. 

Tue Presipincg BisHop. Brethren, just a moment. What is your 
wish? that these names shall be called here and tallied, or will you 
allow these tellers to retire and give us the result, and possibly in the 
meantime we might do some miscellaneous business? What is your 
pleasure ? 

Voices. Retire, retire. 

Tue Presipineg Bisuop. Are you all agreed? 

Voricns. Agreed. 

Pror. E. S. Lorenz, of Miami Conference. I further move that the 
tellers report to us the names having the plurality instead of the ma- 
jority, in order that we may save time. 

The motion was seconded. 
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Tue Presiprine Bisnop. The motion is ‘that the tellers report the 
plurality as well as the majority. 

Pror. E. 8. Lorenz. That in case there is no majority they report 
the candidates having the plurality. 

Tue Presiping BisHop. You don’t mean that the plurality vote 
shall elect ? 

Pror. E. S. Lorenz. That is it exactly. 

Dr. W. R. Func. Sure. 

THE Presipinc BisHop. The motion is that the plurality shall elect; 
the candidates having the highest shall be elected. Are you ready for 
the question? All favoring the motion will give their consent by up- 
lifted hands. Any opposed, like sign. It prevails. 

Dr. W. R. Func. Mr. Chairman, will we elect the recording secre- 
tary now? z 

Tue Presipine Bishop. Proceed to do that. 

Rey. G. W. SHerrick, of Allegheny Conference. Mr. Chairman, I 
move you that Mr. Charles J. Hall be elected the official es 
secretary of the Conference. 

Tue Presipinc Bishop. Just hold a moment, brethren, before we 
recognize that. 

Tue Presipinc BisHop. Brethren, I take pleasure in introducing to 
you Governor Hock, of the great State of Kansas, whom you will be 
permitted to hear to-night. [Great applause. ] 

Governor Hocu. Mr. Chairman and my friends, I should not and 
shall not at this time take your time with an extended speech; only 
glad to look into your faces a moment and to express to you per- 
sonally and in my official capacity the great pleasure which I have in 
common with our people that you have honored this State. and this 
city by coming to hold your great convention here. Further than this 
I shall not at this time speak. I am glad, however, to see you. [Ap- 
plause. | 

Tuer Presipinc Bisnop. I am sure that this body recognizes at once 
the great courtesy shown it in Governor Hoch giving up his room 
here to. the members of this body during its business sessions, and I 
am sure that we shall gladly know more about him and hear more from 
him as the days go by. To-night, especially, we shall have the pleasure 
of a little more formal introduction when the governor will address 
us in a way that will be most. pleasant to himself, and I am sure it 
will be a great delight to all of us. 
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Rev. G. W. Suerriok, of Allegheny Conference. I move that Mr. 
Charles J. Hall be elected as the official recording secretary of the 
Conference. P 

The motion was seconded. 

Tue Presiping Bisnop. It is moved and seconded that Brother 
Charles J. Hall, your stenographer, be your recording secretary. Are 
you ready for this? All in favor indicate by uplifted hands. Opposed, 
like sign. The motion prevails. 

Rey. S. W. Keister, of Allegheny Conference. I hold in my hand 
a provisional program as published in the Telescope a few months ago, - 
and I move that it be made the official program of the Conference and 
carried out, or as near as we are able to do so. 

The motion was seconded. 

THE Presipine Bisuop. It was by order of the last General-Con- 
ference that this program was provided, and the motion is that it be 
adopted as your official program so far as it may be appropriate. Are 
you ready to vote? As many as are in favor of this, lift the hand. 
Opposed, like sign. It is adopted. 


THurspay, May 11, 1905, 2:00 Pp. um. 
(House of Representatives.) 


General Conference called by Bishop N. Castle, D. D. 
Address by Senior Bishop N. Castle. ; 


Tuurspay, 3:00 P. mM. 

Organization. 

Tuurspay, 7:30 P. M. 
: (Audttorium.) 

Bishop Castle presiding. 

Addresses of welcome, Governor Hoch, of Kansas; Charles M. Shel- 
don, D. D., author of “In His Steps”; Hon. Matt Edmonds, and Rev. 
T. D. Crites. Responses by Rev. H. 8. Gabel and Rev. T. C. Car- 
ter, D. D. 

Fripay, May 12, 1905, 8:00 a. mu. 
(House of Representatives.) 
Bishop E. B. Kephart, D. D., presiding. 
Business session. 
Fripay, 2:00 p. m. 
(House of Representatives.) 
Bishop E. B. Kephart, D. D., presiding.’ 
Business session. 
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Fripay, 7:30 Pp. M. 
(House of Representatives.) 


Bishop E. B. Kephart, D. D., presiding. 
Fraternal delegates from other denominations. 
Addresses and responses. 


Saturpay, May 18, 1905,°8:00 a. m. 
(House of Representatives.) 
Bishop J..S. Mills, D. D., presiding. 
Business session. 
SatTurpDAay, 2:00 P. M. 
(House of Representatives.) 


Bishop J. S. Mills, D. D., presiding. 
Business session. 


Satrurpay, 7:30 P. M. 
(Auditoriwm.) 
Concert and entertainment, De Moss Lyric Bards. 


Sunpay, May 14, 1905, 10: 30 a. m. 
(Auditoriwm.) 
Sermon by Bishop J. S. Mills. 


Sunpay, 3:00 P. M. 
(Auditorium.) 
Sunday-school rally, Colonel Robert Cowden presiding. 


. 


Sunpay, 7: 30 P. M. 
(Auditorium.) 
Missionary mass meeting, Dr. William M. Bell, Missionary Secre- 


tary, presiding. 
Addresses by returned missionaries and others. 


“Monpay, May 15, 1905, 8: 00 a. M. 

(House of Representatives.) 
Bishop G. M. Mathews, D. D., presiding. 
Business session. 

Monpay, 2:30 P. M. 

(House of Representatives.) 
‘Bishop G. M. Mathews, D. D., presiding. 
Business session. 
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Monpay, 7: 80 P. M. 
(Audittorium.) 
Church-union meeting, Bishop J. S. Mills in charge. 
Addresses by Congregational and Methodist Protestant representa- 
tives, Rev. Washington Gladden, D. D., Congregationalist; Rev. D. S. 
Stephens, D. D., Methodist Protestant. 


Turspay, May 16, 1905, 8: 00 a. M. 
(House of Representatives.) 
Bishop N. Castle, D. D., presiding. 
Business session. 
Turspay, 2:00 P. M. - 
(House of Representatives.) 
Bishop N. Castle, D. D., presiding. 
Business session. 
TurEspay, 7:30 P. M. 
(Auditorium.) 
Hon. J. Frank Hanly, Governor of Indiana, lecture, subject, “The 


Patriotism of Peace.” 


Governor Hanly will be introduced by Governor Hoch.’ 


Wepnespay, May 17, 1905, 8:00 a. M. 
(House of Representatives.) 
Bishop E. B. Kephart, D. D., presiding. 
Business session. 
WEDNESDAY, 2:00 P. M. 
(House of Representatives.) 
Bishop E. B. Kephart, D. D., presiding. 
Business session. 
WEDNESDAY, 7: 30 P. M. 
(Auditoriwm.) 
Lecture, Rev. L. S. Cornell, D. D., Denver, Colorado, subject, “The 


Moral Evolution of Man.” 


Tuurspay, May 18, 1905, 8:00 a. mM. 
(House of Representatives.) 
Bishop J. 8. Mills, D. D., presiding. 
Business session. 
Tuurspay, 2:00 P. M. 
(House of Representatives.) 


Bishop J. 8. Mills, D. D., presiding. 
Business session. 
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TuurspAy, 7:00 P. M. 
(House of Representatives.) 


“Prison Work,” twenty minutes’ address, by Rev. E. A. Freden- 
hagen, National Secretary of Society of Friendless. 
Y. P.C. U. rally, Rev. J. G. Huber, A. M., presiding. 


‘\ 


_  Frmay, May 19, 1905, 8:00 a. M. 
(House of Representatives.) 


Bishop G. M. Mathews, D. D., presiding. 
Business session. 
Frinpay, 2:00 P. M. 


(House of Representatives.) 


Bishop G. M. Mathews, D. D., presiding. 
Business session. 
Frinay, 7: 30 P. M. 


(Auditorium.) 
F. W. Gunsaulus, D. D., Chicago, lecture, “Savonarola.” 


SaturDay, May 20, 1905. 
(House of Representatives.) 


Bishop N. Castle, D. D., presiding. 
Business session. 
SaTuRDAY, 2:00 P. M. 


(House of Representatives.) 


Bishop N. Castle, D. D., presiding. 
Business session. 3 
SatTurpay, 7:30 P. M. 


(Auditorium.) 


Smith Sisters, concert and entertainment, assisted by Quartet of 
Campbell College. 


Sunpay, May 21, 1905, 10: 30 a. M. 
(Audttorwum.) 
Sermon, Bishop G. M. Mathews, D. D. 


Sunpay, 3:00 P. M. 
(Auditortum.) 
Church-extension rally, W. M. Weekley, D. D., presiding. 


Sunpay, 7:30 P. M. 
(Auditorium.) 
Evangelistic meeting, Rev. F. P. Rosselot. 
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Monpay, May 22, 1905, 8:00 a. M. 
(House of Representatives.) 
Bishop E. B. Kephart, D. D., presiding. 
Business session. 
Mr. E. S. Lorenz will be director of music for the Conference. 


e 


Dr. W. R. Funx, of Allegheny Conference. May I introduce at 
this time the page boys, Mr. Chairman ? 

Tuer Presipine BrsHor. Yes, sir. 

Dr. Funx. This is Master Ora Crites, the splendid son of the pas- 
tor of our congregation in this city. I will just have him stand up 
on this chair that you may all see him. [Applause.] He will serve you 
on this side (the left) of the house. On the other side of the house, 
we have here a splendid young man, Lowell Hoatson, who may stand 
on this chair, if he will, and you will see him. He will gladly do your 
bidding, and I am sure he will serve you well. I would like to have 
the pages distribute the programs which were approved just a mo- 
ment ago. 

Tue Presinina Bisuop. Can we at this time determine what shall 
constitute the bar of this Conference? 

Rev. L. W. Staut, of Allegheny Conference. Mr. Chairman, I 
move you that this Conference be governed by the rules by which the 
last General Conference was governed, and that will settle the ques- 
tion. 

The motion was seconded. 

Rey. D. R. Mitusr, of Sandusky Conference. Mr. Chairman, it 
seems to me, at this stage in the Conference, at this stage in the 
history of this Church, that we need to look at these rules a little be- 
fore we adopt them. We have been adopting them a number of times 
at sessions of this Conference, and therefore no revision and exten- 
sion have been made. I move that these rules be referred to a com- 
mittee of eight, to be appointed by the bishops, and to consist of four 
ministers and four laymen, one each from the respective bishops’ dis- 
tricts, and that such committee be requested to report to this Confer- 
ence to-morrow morning at the opening of its session. 

3 Dr. Funk. Mr. Chairman, I second the motion. 

Tue Presipine Bisnor. It has been moved and seconded as you 
have heard. Is this to take the place of a substitute, or do you so 
move that it be reférred to the committee ? 
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Rey. L. W. Sranz. J will withdraw my motion. 

Tue Preswwine BisHor. That is very good. The motion is now that 
there be a committee of eight persons appointed, two selected from 
each bishop’s district, one layman and one minister, and that these 
report back not later than—when ? 

Dr. D. R. Mitter. To-morrow morning at the opening of the ses- 
sion. 

Tur Presipine BisHor. Are you eon to vote? All favoring this 
motion signify by uplifted hands. All opposed, like sign. It prevails. 

Dr. Funk. Mr. Chairman, I move that this floor be considered the 
bar of this Conference. 

The motion was seconded. 

Tue Presipinc Bisnor. It is moved and seconded that this floor 
be considered the bar of this Conference. As many as are in favor 
of this give your consent by uplifted hands. All opposed, like sign. 
It prevails. 

Rey. H. J. Gunnets, of Missouri Conference. I would like to ask a 
question. Will it exclude the visitors from this floor ? 

Tue Presipinc Bisnop. If the room is not all occupied, courtesy 

would give it to the visitors. I would think it would be a good idea 
for all the delegates to take the front seats and leave the space in the 
rear to be occupied by persons who may be transiently here. 
_ Dr. L. S. Cornet, of Colorado Conference. I believe that there 
ought to be a motion passed by this house to have some means of 
designating the different conferences; a card prepared and placed in 
such a way that each conference as to its location, not only can be seen 
by the chair, but by the members of the Conference. It seems to me 
something of that kind should be done here; and Colonel Cowden, 
who 1 handy with the brush, has said to me that he would be 
very glad to prepare the cardboard for each conference. It could be 
attached to a small piece of lath or something of that kind and fas- 
tened to the chair, so that it could be seen. Now I move that Brother 
Cowden be chairman of that committee, and two local persons be ap- 
pointed to assist. 

Tue Presipinc Bishop. The suggestion of Dr. Cornell is that Col- 
-onel Cowden be requested to prepare cards designating each confer- 
ence, and that he is to seek such assistance as he may require. Is 
there a second to this motion? 

The motion was seconded. 





> 
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Tuer Presipinc Bisnop. All favoring this will lift their hand. Any 
opposed to it, like sign. It prevails. 

_ Dr. D. W. Sprinxue, of East Ohio Conference. I think now I can 

see an advantage in this. While we have voted that the floor be the 
bar, I would suggest that, as we have small delegations, that Colonel 
Cowden arrange them in the center, so it will leave space at the rear 
and at the sides. That will leave the visitors a place for themselves, 
and they will not be embarrassed, and we will not be embarrased. In 
that way the Conference will have a bar and also a place for the 
visitors. 

Rev. G. H. Hinton, of Neosho Conference. Mr. Chairman, there 
is a gallery for our visitors. J am not sure we have as much room as 
Dr. Sprinkle indicates. 

Tue Presipinc Bisnor. What is your further pleasure? Anything 
further in the line of miscellaneous business ? 

Rev. J. H. Snypkr. I would like to make a suggestion, that when 
these reports are circulated a copy be sent to the secretary. I fail 
to get these reports, and oftentimes you proceed with them, and if 
they are not in my hands it makes delay. I also include the recording 
secretary; that is, if I am to be your secretary, or whoever is your 
secretary. 

Dr. W. R. Funk. I would like to say in connection with what Dr. 
Snyder has said that the Publishing House has provided blanks for 
the resolutions, and if you, will ask the pages for these blanks, you 
can have them.- Also, paper has been provided for the preparing of 
committee’s reports instead of having them come in on miscellaneous 
pieces of paper. The Publishing House will furnish you this paper 
prepared for that purpose. I also have here Disciplines to supply to 
the delegates, and the proceedings of the last General Conference, a 
copy for each delegation, and Mr. Senseny, Superintendent of the 
Circulation Department of the Publishing House, will furnish the 
delegates and the committees with these blanks. 

Tue Presiping Bisnor. The following will compose the Committee 
on Rules of Order, which you provided for: Rev. A. P. F unkhouser, 
Prof. E. B. Bierman, Rev. D. R. Miller, S. E. Kumler, Rey. J. A. F. 
King, Rev. George Geiger, Prof. Mark Keppel, and W. O. Zeigler. 

Tue Presipine Bisnop. I hold a little request. in my hand. Lay 
delegates are requested to meet immediately after adjournment of this 
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meeting in this room. Signed by Dr. E. R. Smith, Hon. Matt Ed- 
monds, and Prof. E. 8. Lorenz. 

Tus Presipinc Bisuop. I have the pleasure to announce to you 
that Dr. J. H. Snyder and Eugene Schaeffer have been elected as your 
secretary and assistant secretary. 

Tur Presipinc Bisnop. Now if-there is nothing else of a miscel- 
laneous character, I presume the next thing in order will be the hear- 
ing of the address that has been prepared, the address of the bishops 
to this General Conference. Will it be your pleasure to hear that ad- 
dress at this time? 

Voices. Hear, hear. 

Tur Presipinc BisHor. Bishop Kephart will read the address. 


BISHOPS’ QUADRENNIAL ADDRESS TO THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF 1905. 


BRETHREN BELOVED: Grace, mercy, and peace from God the 
Father Almighty and from Jesus Christ our Lord, and from 
the Holy Spirit. Amen. We, your servants, greet you as 
brethren and as the delegates chosen by the ministry and the 
laity of the Church, and as workers together with us in the 
kingdom and patience of Jesus our Lord. 

T. 1. It is but fitting that with bowed heads and an abiding 
consciousness of the presence of the indwelling Christ, we 
acknowledge at the opening of this quadrennial session God 
Almighty as our Father and the keeping power of his Son, our 
blessed Lord, through the most blessed Holy Spirit. None of 
us have kept ourselves, either in body or spirit, and it is alone 

through the good mercy of the adorable Trinity that we are 
permitted to honor God in this presence. 

There is a sense in which this great body is cosmopolitan, 
for we come here from the East and from the West, and from 
the North and from the South, yet we represent one common 
cause; namely, the kingdom of God on earth. For its coming, 
in its entirety, all eyes are turned, all hearts are uplifted and 
devout in prayer. Possessed of a consciousness not only that 
the eye of God is upon us, but also that not less than 250,000 
devout souls in the pews at home are petitioning the Holy 
Spirit to guide our deliberations aright, it will doubtless be a 
holy inspiration to each member of the body in discharging the 
trust committed to him; and, as Christ is the central truth in 
the Christian system, so also should the glory of God and the 
conversion of the whole world be the central thought and mo- 
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tive of all in our deliberations. More than one hundred years 
of human history have been made and written and swept by 
since we developed into a distinct ecclesiastical organization. 
Should not this fact remind-us that we are not but of “yester- 
day,” and that God’s seal that our origin was wrought in him 
is the marked success which crowns our history. In thus scan- 
ning the past, let us rejoice with trembling, remembering our 
delinquencies and the unmeasured responsibilities of the hour. 
It is meet and reverent that the Church in its highest council 
assembled should acknowledge “it is God that worketh in 
you both to will and to work, for his good pleasure”; and 
hence, “not unto us, O Lord, but unto thy name give we glory.” 
Thus recognizing its true source of strength, power, go for- 
ward, brethren beloved of the Lord and build upon the founda- 
tion which others have laid, whose labors the “Head of the 
church” has so strangely yet so marvelously blessed; “for 
other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is 
Jesus Christ.” 

2. At this moment may we not pause and ask whether we, 
the professed servants of God, ministers and lay members of 
the Church, have a zeal and devoutness commensurate with 
those who laid the foundation, whether the vital doctrines and 
principles of the gospel constitute the themes of our messages 
to the lost and perishing, and whether our system of itinerancy 
retains the purity and force so characteristic in the primitive 
history of our denomination, and whether the spirituality and 
piety that obtain among us now measure up to that which ob- 
tained among the fathers. These are fundamental points 
around which devout thought should linger, and to which the 
best wisdom of your body should devote its energies. 

3. While we rejoice with you, brethren, in this opening ses- 
sion, the first in the history of the denomination where equal 
representation obtains between the ministry and the laity of 
the Church, yet a somber shadow falls upon us. At least ten 
of our number who sat with us in this high council of 
the Church four years ago in the historic city of Frederick, 
Maryland, have been called from labor to rest and reward; 
from the ministerial ranks, Bishop J. W. Hott, D. D., John 
Howe, R. P. Burton, J. D. Droke, J. H. Richards, H. Doty, 
and J. D. Donovan, and from among the laymen John Dodds, 
C. Howard, and F. B. Arford, all of whom were devout follow- 
ers of their blessed Master. 
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For many years Bishop Hott, John Howe, and R. P. Burton 
sat in the councils of the General Conference of the Church, 
and always proved themselves worthy of the confidence re- 
posed in them by their constituents and the Church in general. 
Their lives were models of their profession and worthy of imi- 
tation by their brethren. John Dodds and C. Howard were 
laymen well known to the Church for their bounteous. giving 
to the different benevolences of the Church and their zeal as 
laymen in the spread of the gospel among men. Brother 
Dodds especially was a generous giver to the cause of missions, 
to church erection, and to the different departments of our 
educational work and to other benevolences. These servants of 
God were efficient in church work and competent officers and 
earnest, followers of the Lord Jesus. They all “died in the 
faith,” and gained “the city whose builder and maker is God.” 

4. The Church mourns the loss of its beloved Bishop Hott, 
who was so bright, so genial, and so devout and untiring in 
the Church, to the service of which he devoted his whole life. 
His death left his district, the Central, without a bishop. The 
remaining members of your Board took measures at once, 
under disciplinary provisions, to supply the vacancy, which re- 
sulted in the election of Dr. George M. Mathews as bishop of 
the Central District. 

5. Through the great mercy of the Almighty God we most 
gratefully record the fact that the bishops have presided at all 
the sessions of the annual conferences in the United States, 
Territories, and Canada, except in several instances on the Cen- 
tral District, owing to the affliction of Bishop Hott, but in all 
these instances other brethren presided. The annual sessions of 
the mission districts were also held by the bishops so far as 
possible; otherwise by some general officer of the Church or a 
brother recommended by the bishop of the district. In 1903, 
Bishop J. S. Mills, in accord with the regulations of the Board 
of Missions, visited our missions in Africa and presided at the 
conference while there; and it was his intention also to visit 
our missions in Japan and China, but, the war breaking out 
in the Far East, it was deemed not advisable to attempt to 
make the trip. The report of this visit has been made to the 
Church at large through the Board of Missions, and will be 
submitted to you by the Secretary of the Board himself. 

6. Under the enabling act of the General Conference of 
1901, during the same year the Georgia Conference was or- 
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ganized. Also under an enabling act of the above-named Gen- 
eral Conference the Kentucky Mission District was developed 
into a conference at its fall session in 1901. These two con- 
ferences, not strong at their organization, now give evidence 
of much vigor and promise for the future. It would doubtless 
be wise for you and for the future of the Church which you 
represent to formulate the law more specifically under which 
a conference may be organized, and to state more definitely by 
whom and under what circumstances. 

7. In accord with your action four years ago, which created 
your Board of Bishops a committee to confer with sister 
churches on the subject of church union or federation, we are 
pleased to state the following results: Having received pro- 
posals for a conference from three sister denominations; name- 
ly, the Congregational, the Methodist Protestant, and the 
Christian churches; we proceeded to appoint a committee of 
thirteen members to meet a like committee from the other three 
denominations named, which committees met in joint session 
in Pittsburg, Pa., April 22, 23, 1908. At the first meeting a 
sub-committee of five, chosen from the original thirteen of 
each committee, was appointed to meet in Washington, D. C., 
May 27 and 28, 1903, and to formulate the details of the plan 
agreed upon and to report to the full committee, which was 
called for its final meeting in Pittsburg, Pa., July 1, 1908. At 
this meeting all the questions of the federation were carefully 
gone over and unanimously adopted by the full committee. 

The “Church Union Syllabus and Pastoral Letter” will be 
submitted to you in due form at the proper time for your ac- 
tion. It is as follows: 


To the National Council of the Congregational churches, the General 
Conference of the Methodist Protestant Church, and the General 
Conference of the United Brethren in Christ: 


DEAR BRETHREN: The undersigned have been acting as a commit- 
tee under the authority of your respective bodies for the purpose of 
considering the question of uniting these bodies. 

The first meeting was held in Pittsburg, April 22 and 23, 1903, 
where the whole question was thoroughly discussed, both in con- 
ferences between the committees meeting each other separately and 
in joint conferences. 

A committee was appointed at this meeting to formulate the ° 
details of the plan agreed upon and report to the full committee. 

This sub-committee, consisting of five from each committee, met 
in Washington, D. C., May 27 and 28, 1908, and agreed upon a re- 
port to the full committee, which was called for its final meeting at 
Pittsburg, July 1, 19038. At this meeting the various questions 
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relating to the matter of union were gone over very thoroughly, and 
the committee now respectfully submits the results of their delib- 
erations : 

1. We are agreed that the formulated statements of doctrine as 
held by each of these bodies at present are essentially the same; and 
we affirm them all as expressing ‘‘the truth as it is in Jesus.” 

2. We are agreed that these bodies shall retain their present 
name and their autonomy in respect to all local ‘affairs, but that they 
add to their official title the words, “in affiliation with the General 
Council of the United Churches.” 

3. We recommend that these bodies authorize the creation of a 
General Council, composed of representatives elected from their re- 
spective bodies, on the basis of one representative for every five thou- 
sand members. 

4. The powers of the -General Council shall be advisory, and 
any recommendation it may make shall be referred to the constitu- 
ent bodies for approval. ; 

5. A committee of three from each of the general bodies rep- 
resented shall be appointed to arrange for the time and place of the 
first meeting of the General Council. 

6.- At the first session of the General Council. a temporary 
organization shall be effected by the election of a chairman and secre- 
tary; and the Council itself shall determine the officers it may need 
and the manner of permanent organization it may prefer. 

7. The purposes of the General Council shall be: 

(1) To present, as far as we possibly can, a realization of that 
unity which seems so greatly desired by Christian churches. 

(2) To promote a better knowledge and a closer fellowship 
among the Christian bodies thus uniting. 

(3) To secure the coérdination and unification of the three 
bodies in evangelistic, educational, and missionary work. 

(4) 'To adopt a plan by which the three bodies may be brought 
into coérdinate activity and organic unity, a unity representing some 
form of connectionalism. : 

(5) To prevent the unnecessary multiplication of churches; to 
~ unite weak churches of the same neighborhood wherever it is prac- 
ticable, and to invite and encourage the affiliation with this Council 
of other Christian bodies cherishing a kindred faith and purpose. 

8. Your Gommittee has also united in a letter addressed to our 
churches at large, which we append, as explaining somewhat more 
fully the conclusions we have reached in our deliberations, and we 
submit our whole work with the prayer and hope that it may be 
approved by you, and promote the coming of the kingdom of God. 


LETTER TO THE CHURCHES. 


To the Members of the Congregational, the Methodist Protestant, 
and the United Brethren Churches: 


DEAR BRETHREN: The general committee appointed by your 
national bodies to confer together concerning the union of the three 
denominations, have had repeated meetings and extended and care- 
ful consultation upon the subject committed to them. All these con- 
ferences have been pervaded by the spirit of unity and fraternity. 
Practical difficulties have been recognized and frankly discussed, 
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but we have not faltered in the belief that they may be overcome. 

Doctrinal differences did not appear. In our beliefs we are in 
essential harmony. With respect to forms of church organization 
and methods of work, there are “diversities, and for the removal 
or adjustment of these, time and patience will be needed. But we 
believe it is possible for the three denominations to form, at an 
early day, not merely a goodly fellowship, but a compact union, by 
means of which unnecessary divisions and frictions may be avoided, 
and force economized in the common work of the kingdom. 

We believe that. the mission and educational boards of the three 
denominations should, as soon as possible, form a working agree- 
ment by which they may be coérdinated in service, and ultimately 
united. It will be well for the officers of these boards to enter into 
correspondence with this end in view. 

Weak churches could often be united, with gains to the kingdom 
of God; and members from any church, removing to homes in the 
neighborhood of either of the affiliated churches, could be cordially 
commended to their fellowship. 

By proper methods of correspondence, ministers could pass from 
one denomination to another, thus facilitating the supply of vacant 
churches. 

Other practical methods of united work will, undoubtedly, sug- 
gest themselves, as we come to know one another better. And all 
these things would be preliminary to and preparatory for that com- 
plete unity in the organization and working of all our ecclesiastical 
bodies, local, state, and national, which in all our consultation we 
have had constantly in view. The method which we recommend, 
by which such practical unity may be secured. is the formation of a 
national body, to be called ‘‘The General Council of the United 
Churches,” to meet once in three or four years, in which each of the 
denominations shall be proportionately represented. 

The purpose of this General Council should be to study the 
things that make for unity and peace, to promote fraternal and help- 
ful relations among all the churches, and to formulate and recom- 
mend to the churches methods by which such coéperations as are | 
named above could be carried into effect. Such a council would 
have only advisory powers; nothing could be done without the 
agreement of all the constituent bodies. 

To give definiteness to our suggestion, we have recommended that 
the General Council consist of one delegate for every five thousand 
members, the choice to be made by such methods as the national 
body of each denomination shall direct. 

We have recommended that the details of its organization be left 
to the General Council; and that, if the several national bodies 
shall approve this plan, a committee of three be appointed by each 
of them, which committee shall, by conference or correspondence, 
arrange for the time and place of the first meeting of the General 
Council. 

We have recommended that, if possible, the national meetings of 
the several denominations be held at the same time and place as 
that of the General Council, the same delegates being chosen for both 
services; and that frequent recesses of the council be taken, to allow 
of the holding of the necessary business meetings of the constituent 
bodies. 
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We recommend that State, district. and local organizations of the 
three denominations, ministers’ meetings in the cities, Sunday-school 
and Young People’s conventions plan, as far as practicable, for meet- 
ings at the same time and place, and, where that is not feasible, for 
exchange of fraternal delegations. 

We recommend the exchange or interchange of literature to the 
end that the membership of our respective bodies may be informed 
fully with regard to this great movement, that each may become 
familiar with the spirit, polity, and methods of the others, and that 
the church life of all may be broadened. 

It will be seen that your committee has in view a working union, 
which is much more than federation; which contemplates large and 
important combinations of resources and efforts, and which looks 
toward organic unity. It is surely not impossible that these donomi- 
nations, standing together, consulting together, and seeking first, 
not Methodist Protestantism, nor United Brethrenism, nor Congre- 
gationalism, but’ the kingdom of God and his righteousness, will be 
able to find ways by which they may adjust their differences of local 
administration, and unite their forces all along the line. Hach 
would make some concessions for the common good, and each might 
receive valuable contributions of practical wisdom from the others. 

We are sure that in making these earnest endeavors after unity 
we are only following the revealed will of Him whose we are and 
whom we serve; and we know that the people of the churches whom 
we represent strongly desire that such an answer to our Lord’s 
prayer for his disciples be not delayed. They would not forgive us 
if we failed to find some way by which this hope of theirs could be 
realized. 

We therefore heartily and prayerfully recommend to the three 
bodies to which this committee owes its existence—the General Con- 
ference of the United Brethren in Christ, the General Conference 
of the Methodist Protestant Church, and the Triennial Council of 
the Congregational Churches, that, at their next meetings, they care- 
fully consider and act upon the suggestions of this report; and we 
trust that in all the State and local bodies of the three denomina- 
tions. and in the newspapers representing them, and in the pulpits 
and the prayer-meetings of the churches themselves, this report and 
its recommendations may be studied with earnest prayer that the 
spirit of truth and unity may guide us to results which shall be for 
the glory of God and the peace and prosperity of his church on the 


earth. 


Here we should say that, at the first meeting of the commit- 
tee in Pittsburg, the Christian Church ceased to further co- 
operate with the committee. Already the syllabus has been sub- 
mitted to and adopted by the National Council of the Congre- 
gational churches and the General Conference of the Methodist 
Protestant Church. Is not the handwriting of the coming 
of the kingdom seen upon the wall in this syllabus of a feder- 
ated union ? 

TI. The state of the Church now is such that we can record 
and report to you, her representatives, that great peace from 
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God the Father Almighty prevails throughout her borders. 
The storm of destructive criticism, growing out of the old 
dead Greek evolution and philosophy, revived by scientists, 
falsely so called, during the latter half of the last century, has 
not affected us much as a denomination. The shock which it 
produced in the Christian world, and which swept many half- 
hearted believers from their mooring, is about gone, and evolu- 
tion and higher criticism, as advanced and advocated by the 
supercilious, is now becoming a system of the past, but “never- 
theless the foundation of God standeth sure.” During its 
fiercest rage and storm the kingdom, of God knew no abate- 
ment, and we face the first decade of the twentieth century 
with more than 500,000,000 believers in the Son of God. 

It may be said in truth and thanksgiving to God that the 
quadrennium now closing marks one of the most prosperous in 
the history of the denomination. While our people are becom- 
ing less sectarian and more Christlike, they at the same time 
are becoming more churchly. 

1. Our statistics to date of 1904 show a membership of 
253,641, and when we take into account the unprecedented in- 
gatherings of the past six months, we can safely conclude that, 
at the present sitting of this great council, our membership 
numbers not less than 260,000. In our Y. P. C. U. the enroll- 
ment is 63,182. Our Sabbath-school enrollment is 272,336. 
Our ministry numbers 2,394. While our growth has been 
steady and permanent, we rejoice with you that we have en- 
tered the wave of revival spirit that is now sweeping the Chris- 
tian world; and, thank God, this revival spirit, which is of the 
Lord, is not new with us, for, as a rule our ministry and laity 
have ever been born into the kingdom of God in a revival. Our 
financial prosperity has been more than keeping pace also with 
our numerical growth. 

Our missionary debt is paid. Our institutions of learning 
are now practically out of debt. Our ministry is better sup- 
ported. More church debts have been paid, and a greater num- 
ber of better churches have been built during the quadrennium 
than in any former one. 

Paid for preachers’ salaries, $2,973,007.96; for church ex- 
penses, $2,628,661.75 ; for Sabbath schools, $432,105.05; for mis- 
sions, $404,125.48. Total for all purposes, $6,763,691.83. The 
value of our church and DateCuaES property up to date is 
$8,273,470. 

These statistics show hue the Lord is with us, and that the 
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spirit of our Church fathers is yet in our midst, and that never 
in the history of the denomination was she better organized 
or so well equipped for aggressive work. 

2. The Sabbath school is one of the most important factors 
in church work of this age. The religious instruction of the 
children and homing them in the church of Christ has, as never 
before, stirred the heart of Protestant Christendom. The fact 
that at least four-fifths of the present Christian world became 
Christians before they attained to the age of twenty-two is a 
startling one, and shows where the fruitful field for work in 
the kingdom of God really is. What a reflection. it is upon 
Christian parental life to rear a family in sin! The work done 
in our Sabbath schools is an inspiration of hope; but the in- 
creasing opportunities in this field call loudly and promise 
much for a more vigorous effort upon the part of our beloved 
Zion at this vital point of church life, the salvation of her chil- 
dren. 

As stated above, our Sabbath-school enrollment is 272,336. 
This exceeds’ our Church membership. Oh, what a field of 
operation for God and humanity! The work done in this de- 
partment is more systematic than formerly, hence more satis- 
factory, in that a richer yield of fruit—conversions—is re- 
ported yearly. The system of normal instruction for teachers 
in connection with the various helps furnished them has been 
successful in bringing into the schools a corps of instructors 
peculiarly fitted for their work. With pleasure and thankful- 
ness to God, we note the increase and growing interest in Sab- 
bath-school conventions, in forming Bible classes for adults, 
and the Cradle Roll for infants; and may we not hope, breth- 
ren, that this conference will recommend to pastors and super- 
intendents the importance of giving more attention to these im- 
portant departments of their work. 

3. The quadrennium has been one of marked interest in our 
mission fields. The union formed between the Parent Board 
and the Woman’s Board respecting our missions in Africa, un- 
der one superintendent, is a wise arrangement, and should re- 
ceive the hearty approval of the whole denomination. 

(1) The war in the Far East has been a’ hindrance to our 
Japan mission, yet under the wise direction of Superintendent 
Howard and wife the work has been steadily pushed forward 
with success. The failing health of Rev. J. Edgar Knipp com- 
pelled him and his devoted wife to return from Japan early in 
the quadrennium, and left the mission short of workers. When 
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peace comes to the Far East, this great Empire of the Rising 
Sun will afford one of the most hopeful mission fields on earth. 

(2) Our mission work itt Porto Rico is a success. Many 
have been won to Christ by our faithful missionaries, and the 
work is now on a permanent basis. 

(8) Africa is now well-nigh recovered from the shock of 
the terrible war and massacre of 1898 under the judicious su- 
perintendency of Brother King and wife. Not only a large 
per cent. of the old charges, but also many new fields have been 
opened and are now occupied. 

The day schools and the Sabbath schools are again opened, 
in which hundreds of heathen children are taught letters and 
a knowledge of the way of life by men and women of God. The 
material interests of the Church in all of our mission fields 
have greatly increased. Substantial improvements have been 
made in the way of house and church building in which to 
live, to teach, and to preach, and new farms are being opened 
as object-lessons to the natives. In Freetown, West Africa, 
under the joint action of the Parent Board and Woman’s 
Board, aided by the munificent gift of Mr. F. Lininger, the 
Albert Academy has been established for the higher education 
and training of the native African, in his home country, for 
Christian work among his own people. This school is now 
opened, and arrangements are in process for its endowment. 

(4) God has been with our people in the Fatherland and 
greatly blessed them with true Christ-life. We now have in 
that field 12 pastors, 20 organized churches, 18 Sabbath schools 
with an enrollment of 605, and a church membership of 972. 

(5) The sisters of the Church, under the name of the Wom- 
an’s Missionary Association, acting in accord with ‘the mis- 
sionary authorities of the Church, are doing a great and good 
work for our blessed Lord. In Africa, in China, and in the 
Philippine Islands their missions are assuming a permanent 
form, and God is most graciously blessing their labors. In 
Africa they have not only rebuilt their property destroyed by 
the war of 1898, but they have greatly enlarged their work and 
built more substantially, and their effective energies promise 
to be a potent ageney for good among all classes in this and 
other lands. A report in due form will be submitted to you by 
this most worthy association. 

(6) In our home missions, during the quadrennium, the 
Parent Board has given support in whole or in part to about 
seventy or more missionaries annually, either directly or in- 
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directly. These contributions have been distributed through- 
out the Church in the United States and Canada. This has 
been regarded as wise under our present policy, for it has 
strengthened weak points and enabled conferences to open 
strong works in the great centers of population when ‘otherwise 
it would have been impossible to do so. We must keep our 
home centers vigorous and strong if we would accomplish any- 
thing worth while in our foreign fields. 

a. Our work on the Pacific Coast has taken on, to all ap- 
pearances, new life, and gives much promise and hope for the 
future. Our failure to give sufficient support to competent 
men in that field has been a mistake, and, as a result, some have 
gone from us. 

b. Work in the Southern field is now becoming perma- 
nently organized, and some strong and efficient men have been 
added to the ranks of the ministry. A number of gracious re- 
vivals have obtained in the different conferences in this South- 
land resulting in many accessions to the Church; and if the 
Southern work is duly supported and judiciously managed, it 
will yield a great harvest to the kingdom of God. We have 
already entered and are now established in some of the best 
and leading cities of the South, such cities as Louisville, Ky., 
Knoxville, Tenn., Atlanta, Ga., Jennings, La., and many 
others. But we would most humbly suggest to you that our 
Southern, as well as all other of our home and foreign mission 
fields, receive your closest possible scrutiny, with a view to a 
better understanding of their needs, and to considering also 
whether it would not be wise to direct that the contributions 
for foreign missions be taken separately, and that there be no 
division of this fund for home and frontier mission purposes; 
and also that the home and frontier fund be collected as such, 
and no part of this fund thus raised go to foreign missions. 

(7) The organization of an Evangelistic Committee under 
the direction of the Board of Missions, to conduct an evangelis- 
tic revival movement, with Rev. F. P. Rosselot as its director, 
has been a success, and a great uplift to those sections of the 
Church where the evangelists and the Evangelistic Committee 
have directed their efforts. A sum of about $8,000 was pro- 
vided through the committee to defray the expenses of the 
carrying forward of evangelistic meetings. This subject will 
doubtless come before you in due form for your consideration 
and action, and we recommend that the quadrennium upon 
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which we are entering be constituted an evangelistic quadren- 
nium. 

In a word, brethren, we shave great cause for gratitude to 
Almighty God that the reports coming from the home, frontier, 
and foreign fields show that the spirit of revival has been 
poured upon the Church. Many of these revivals have been 
deep and abiding, evincing the presence and power of our 
blessed Lord. Let the words of the Lord Jesus, “Without me 
ye can do nothing,” be upon the ear of the Church, and her 
watchword be, “I can do all things through Christ, which 
strengtheneth me.” 

4. The Church-Erection Society in this closing quadren- 
nium, has grown beyond the expectation of the most sanguine. 
Its funds now amount to more than $100,000, and its beneficence 
is felt throughout the denomination. Weak churches have been 
strengthened, and new ones have been built in the great cen- 
ters of population by aid from this fund; and yet many of 
the most promising. fields are now open to us as a denomina- 
tion, but.a lack of means.to build forbids us to enter. And is 
not the time here when we should arrange for a separate fund 
from which aid might be given to assist in establishing the 
Church where, without such aid, we are helpless? Surely the 
time is here and our people have the means and a mind to give. 
May we not hope that in the quadrennium upon which we are 
about to enter we shall see yet greater results in this depart- 
ment of our Zion ? 

5. The Young People’s Christian Union, like the Sabbath 
school, is vital to the church of Christ.in this age. Organiza- 
tion is the watchword of this rushing, thinking hour. Save all 
the young, and in a generation the world will be brought to 
Christ. This is possible if each professed disciple of Christ 
will discharge his duty to his Lord as his Lord wrought for 
. him on Calvary. Brethren, this possibility thrills me. Does 
it not you? At the present these societies number 1,560, with 
a membership of about 80,000. What an army of young people 
for the Lord! Through their efforts not a few of our important 
churches have received financial aid. The conventions held in 
Lebanon, Pa., and in Warsaw, Ind., during the quadrennium 
were meetings of great power. The cultivation of Christian 
giving, as taught in the Word of God by the society, is now 
beginning to be felt throughout the whole denomination. Its 
paper, the Watchword, has grown so marvelously that its cir- 
culation now numbers 33,000. But is it not probable, after all, 
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that only a part of our ministry and laity are really awake to 
the utility and possibilities of this arm of the Church for work 
in the Master’s kingdom ? 

6. We record with great pleasure the increased and en- 
larged prosperity of our Publishing House. The great work 
done in this broad field of usefulness during the quadrennium 
is most satisfactory indeed. The report of the Publishing 
Agent will show that almost the entire sum ($50,000) ordered 
by the General Conference of 1901 to be distributed among 
the conferences of the Chruch for support of worn-out 
preachers, their widows and orphans, has been paid, while many 
thousands more have been wisely expended in increasing the 
facilities for greater and more effective work. But while there 
has been a steady increase in the circulation of our periodicals 
and books as a whole among our people, yet we are not blind to 
the fact that but a small per cent. of our Church literature is 
read by many of our church members, and as a result of this 
inexcusable neglect many, very many of our children and 
youth of the Church are growing up destitute of a knowledge 
of the history, doctrine, and government of the Church. We- 
note, however, with great satisfaction the zeal, energy, and ef- 
ficiency of our editors and Publishing Agent in bringing their 
publications up to the high standard necessary to meet the 
wants of this age of thought and investigation, and make their 
work acceptable to the Church. 

Through the enterprise of the Publishing Agent and his help- 
ers: two series of valuable books'have been published, especially 
adapted to the Church. The first of the series is strictly doc- 
trinal; the second is devotional. These books had a commend- 
able sale, and show that our people are becoming a reading and 
thoughtful people. 

The advance in real merit, as well as the largely-increased 
circulation of the Religious Telescope, the Watchword, the 
Froeliche Botschafter, the Children’s Friend, the Searchlight, 
and the United Brethren Review, together with our Bible 
Teacher, Our Bible Lesson Quarterly, Home Department 
Quarterly, Lessons for the Little Ones, Our Weekly Bible- 
Lesson Leaves, and all the other Sabbath-school helps is not 
only indeed truly gratifying, but also a fair promise of yet 
greater prosperity in the future. Aside from the Word of God 
and the blessed Holy ‘Spirit, there is no element of strength 
more potent in denominational life to preserve unity in doc- 
trine and spirit than pure, wholesome literature diffused among 
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the membership. What this General Conference may or can 
do to vitalize this strong arm of church power will be for the 
glory of God and the bringing in of his blessed reign among 
men. 

To avoid prolixity and not weary you in this address, we 
humbly refer you to the report of your Trustees and your Pub- 
lishing Agent, which will be submitted to you in due form at 
the proper time. 

7. A preparation for life’s work is of first importance. 
Whether the architect, the hod-carrier, the man who lays the 
brick or shoves the plane, whether the teacher, the doctor, the 
judge, or the preacher, he must prepare for his work if he 
would do it well. That schools of learning are the best places 
for this elementary training is no longer a debatable question, 
for with us as a denomination that problem has been wisely 
solved. In the last quarter of a century the educational work 
of the Church has made commendable advancement. 

(1) The increase of patronage in all our schools is very 
marked and justly inspires hope. The large number of young 
men and young women who have been educated in our institu- 
tions, and have entered the ranks of the sacred ministry and 
other departments of church work, are adding new life and 
giving great strength to our department of the kingdom of God. 

It is with joy of heart that we record the fact that, if possi- 
ble, more than ever supreme importance and stress is laid upon 
- the vital religious training and life of the students in our in- 
stitutions of learning. In many of them the Bible is just as 
systematically taught as are any of the natural sciences or 
other branches of study by a special professor prepared for 
' Biblical teaching. A department of this character should be 
in every school in the land. 

(2) Moreover, brethren, we are conscious that you are de- 
lighted with the growing interest among our people in the cause 
of higher Christian education and the increased per cent. of 
our young people now in the schools of the Church. 

Four years ago, in Frederick, Maryland, the General Confer- 
ence there assembled constituted this an educational quadren- 
nium, for the lifting of the debts of our schools and their bet- 
ter endowment. The end in view has been largely realized. 
The cumbersome debts which have been embarrassing these in- 
stitutions for so many years are now paid or at least so com- 
pletely under control that they have ceased to be troublesome 
factors. The Seminary at Dayton, Ohio, which is directly 
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under your control, will by your financial manager be reported 
“out of debt.” Otterbein University is out of debt. The same 
is true of York College, Philomath, Westfield, and Western 
colleges. The same is about true of White Pine, Sugar Grove, 
and all other of our seminaries and academies. Lebanon Valley 
College has more than provided for her debt by the raising of 
$50,000 for the debt and improvements; but on Christmas eve, 
1904, from some unknown origin a fire consumed the Adminis- 
tration Building of the college, at a cost of about $80,000. Its 
insurance was $48,950. Through the benevolence of Mr. Car- 
negie’s gift of $50,000, conditioned on the Church’s raising $50,- 
000, which is being rapidly accomplished, the institution is 
enabled to rebuild at a cost of about $125,000, which will in- 
clude Administration Building, Mens’ Dormitory, Science 
Building, Ladies’ Hall, and heating plant. These buildings 
are now well under way of construction. Through the gen- 
erosity of Brother John Hulitt York College has built and paid 
for a conservatory of music, and Otterbein University is now 
erecting a magnificent Ladies’ Hall, the result of a gift of a 
friend. Also, the three conferences of Indiana; namely, the 
White River, the St. Joseph, and Southern Indiana, through 
the generosity of Mr. William L. Elder, of the city of Indian- 
apolis, has come into possession of a magnificent new college 
building and property worth $60,000. 

At Lawrenceburg, Tennessee, we now have an excellent 
school property worth about $10,000. On this property there 
is yet some debt. The school is under the management of 
President Tyler and doing excellent work. 

(3) In all our schools the work of developing and equipping 
for higher efficiency in educational work has been and is now 
being pushed forward with great vigor, and the class of work 
done by your instructors in your institutions merit high com- 
mendation, and those engaged so earnestly, encouragement at 
your hand. 

The instruction imparted in Union Biblical Seminary is 
from its doctrines and precepts we have not departed. Heaven 
most satisfactory and gives assurance that the Church will in 
the future, as in the past, reap a rich harvest from the labors 
of those trained in this “school of the prophets.” 

(4) But while the debts of these institutions were being 
provided for, and large sums for improvements and equip- 
ments collected, the work of endowment has been pushed for- 
ward and special funds provided, so that now our schools are 
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running about on their income and avoiding the yearly ac- 
cumulation of a debt which used to be the rule. But we are 
not oblivious to the fact that our people are not up to where 
they should be on Christian benevolences, for so long as Chris- 
tendom pays only fifteen millions for the support of its minis- 
try, and twenty-five millions for its pet dogs, according to 
Chancellor James Day, of Syracuse University, and Christian 
colleges remain unendowed, there is something radically wrong 
in the church. And now that the debts are at least measurably 
paid, let these right arms of the Church be speedily and amply 
endowed. 

(5) Our educational statistics show that we have one theo- 
logical Seminary and fifteen colleges, academies, seminaries, 
and schools of higher grade. The valuation of their buildings 
and grounds are estimated at $703,075. Their approximate en- 
dowment is about $250,000. The number of teachers, about 
175. The number of students in our schools in 1904-1905, not 
less than 2,700. The gradual increase of our Educational 
Beneficiary Fund is very commendable, yet not all of the con- 
ferences throughout the Church are deeply interested in in- 
creasing this fund as they should be. Many, many young men 
and women are now in the ministry of the Church that could 
not have secured an education to fit them for the work, had 
it not been for the aid they received from this fund. 
Let more ample provision be made for this much-needed be- 
nevolence. One thing justly complained of by the Secretary 
of the Board of Education is the extreme laxity upon the part 
of some of our educators in reporting to the Board. This 
should be remedied if we would have correct statistics. 

The recognized fact is that our educational work stands side 
by side with the missionary and other leading interests of the 
Church, and to retrogade in this would be disintegration and 
leading the way to speedy decay in all our Church enterprises. 
That the denomination may reap the highest possible benefits 
from these foster children of the Church, and make the deep- 
est salutary impression upon the world from this department 
of its work, a higher unification in our educational system and 
a broader adaptability to the needs of the States in which the 
schools are located would seem to be of high utility. 

To accomplish this we would suggest, first, that the Board 
of Education keep in close touch with these schools, and, sec- 
ond, that all assistance possible be given by the Board to aid 
these schools in properly adjusting their system of instruction 
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and course of study to the needs of the States in which they 
are located, and, third, that a general Secretary of the Board 
of Education be elected by the General Conference for the de- 
partment of education. 

8. Moral reform. (1) The momentous moral problems of 
the age have not been ignored by our Church. Both the pulpit 
and our periodicals, without an exception, have given no un- 
certain sound respecting these great ‘questions, but have been 
frank and outspoken. On the vital subject of temperance our 
ministry and laity: have been aggressive and firm, and ever 
ready to support any and all reasonable methods to suppress 
that hideous monster, intemperance. 

The great headway made east, west, north, and south, through 
prohibition, the Anti-Saloon League, local option, and other 
organized effort, and the success already achieved in 
crushing the vile evil, is a cause for thanksgiving to the whole 
Christian world. The fact that, in this great struggle for 
temperance, in not a few.of the States our people have been 
firm, earnest, and devoted to the principles of constitutional 
prohibition should especially be gratifying to us as a denom- 
ination. 

(2) While in some of the States wholesome divorce laws 
are being enacted, yet in others there seems to be increasing 
laxity on this subject. This latter, taken in connection with 
the spread of polygamous doctrines in some of the States and 
Territories, and the non-enforcement of laws on the latter sub- 
ject, together with the growing, sickly sentimentalism of the 
age, which in some instances seem to be settling down upon the 
Christian world and threatening to make void the sacred- 
ness of the marriage vow is, we believe, cause for alarm. 
We regard the legislation already had by us on this subject as 
wise and good, but anything you may do to strengthen the 
sacred bond of family and home will be of great service to the 
kingdom of God. 

(3) . The increasing laxity of Sabbath laws and the open 
violation of the Lord’s day by corporations, by organized so- 
cieties, associations, and clubs, together with unnamed social 
parties and by private individuals, is a subject of sorrow to 
every Christian heart. Too often, we fear, the church, for 
money-making and to “catch the crowd” does on the Sabbath 
day what more rightfully belongs to the six days of the week. 

We are sure we are right when we direct your thought to 
“Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy.” But not the 
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church only, but the state as well, should be a bulwark of right- 
eousness; and to have God’s favor and blessing she must obey 
his commandments, for “righteousness exalteth a nation, but 
sin is a reproach to any people.” 

(4) Lynching, like all deadly contagions, is liable to be- 
come epidemic. This demonized practice of taking life, both 
South and North, in our fair land is not only a burning dis- 
grace, but a curse on our escutcheon of government. Signs of 
governmental improvement to check this accursed method of 
punishment, even if not larger than a man’s head, are now 
visible on the moral horizon. The church of Christ with 
united voice should rebuke this menace to human life and in- 
sist upon the legitimate exercise of the civil court in the viola- 
tion of all laws. 

(5) As to amusements: That asceticism has been more of 
a hindrance than a help to true godliness is now generally con- 
ceded. The attitude of the church to this question, both past 
and present, has not been uniform. Some of the ecclesiastical 
bodies have been legislative and restrictive relative to amuse- 
ments, while others have always left this question to the good 
sense of the believer, which we have found and still believe to 
be safe. 

a. This we recommend to you as wise: (1) Any amuse- 
ment which degrades or lowers the standard of morals in the 
individual or in the community, directly or indirectly, is of 
doubtful character and should be shunned. (2) If it in any 
sense loosens the hold of the Christian life upon the believer 
such diversions should not be indulged. 

b. As to the amount of time to be given to amusements: (1) 
They should not consume time which legitimately belongs to 
devotion. This applies both to time and thought-meditation. 
(2) Amusements should not occupy the time of any person 
which rightfully belongs to labor, study, or business. 

9. The American and British Bible Societies: Some one 
has said, “The Bible contains a republication of natural re- 
ligion.” This, in a sense, is true, but it is not all of the truth. 
It is without exception the most wonderful book in existence. 
It carries the student back to the very dawn of creation and 
then sweeps him into the future and unfolds to him a sphere 
of life where matter holds no place, and by an inscrutable mys- 
tery the bodies of the redeemed are transformed into spirit, 
where exists those ideal realities of which the things of sense 
are but the fleeting shadows, where truth, and joy, and love, 
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and praise are known and felt and uttered by thought alone, 
unseen, intangible, unheard as the essence of God and the 
souls of his happy chilrden. 

Yes, the Bible is a wonderful book, wonderful in its history, 
wonderful in its eloquence, wonderful in its philosophy and 
science, but, above all, most wonderful in its morality and re- 
ligion. Its influence upon the heart of man has no parallel. 
The Zend-Avesta influenced the Persian mind, Hindu charac- 
ter is molded by the doctrines of the Shastra, the Koran has had 
much to do in making the Arab what he is, but the Bible by 
its divine truths permeates every fiber of the human soul, and 
under its teachings has been evolved the crowning civilization 
of the race of man. By its magic touch the savage is trans- 
formed into the civilized, the idolater into the Christian, and 
wandering tribes are consolidated into great nations. This 
blessed book, in the hand of the thoughtful, in the Quiet Hour, 
has always lifted the recipient into communion with God. On 
this book our denomination was founded by our fathers, and 
rejoices this morning over the crowds which have already gone 
up from our ranks and are now safe in “Father’s house.” 

Whatever agency used for the diffusion of the Word among 
men is a force under God engaged in bringing in the “king- 
dom.” 

The Bible societies, jointly, are one of these agencies. Their 
lines have gone out through all the earth, and their mission is 
the circulation of the Word to the end of the world. They are 
interdenominational in character, and distribute the Word free 
to the needy, and depend upon voluntary contributions for 
funds to carry on their great work. 

Through these societies alone the Holy Scriptures are trans- 
lated into five hundred languages and dialects, so that more 
than nine-tenths of the world’s inhabitants have the sacred 
Word in their own tongue. Says Doctor Pearson: “As to the 
question of totals of translations, it is variously stated. The 
best information I have is based upon an article by Rev. B. 
Pick, Ph. D., D.D., in the April 10 number of the Lutheran 
Quarterly and the great centennial work of Doctor Dennis, 
published about the same time. They almost exactly agree. They 
said that the whole Bible was then translated into 121 lan- 
guages, the New Testament into 119, and some portions into 
234. Total, 475. This total is now carried up to at least 500.” 
We recommend that the Bible society and its great and good 
work doné receive by you favorable recognition. 
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10. The great Father Almighty be praised, brethren, in 
that in the past he has dealt bounteously with us. In doctrine, 
in polity and purpose we are one, each recognizing for himself, 
and in his own way, that in spiritual as in physical life there 
are stages of development, from the germ form, the Christ-life 
in the abstract, to the full-grown man in Christ Jesus. Christ 
is the perfect ideal. The end or culmination of the Christian 
character is to be like him. Through this conception in our 
church life we have been and are now blessed with a self- sac- 
rificing and consecrated ministry and laity, and under the bap- 
tism of fire her war against transgression and sin has been un- 
ceasing. 

But let us not be blind to the sad fact that not all of Zion’s 
ministry received have been really profitable in their high 
calling. A lack of proper qualification and fitness for the work 
has been the cause of this failure oftener than a lack of dis- - 
position upon the part of the recipient. 

If ever a higher qualification and fitness for the work of the 
ministry was demanded for the highest good of mankind it 
is now. Such have been the advances in knowledge and such 
the facilities for the diffusing it widely and rapidly that it is 
impossible for ignorant men, or for men possessing less intel- 
lectual furniture than belongs to educated men generally, to 
exert that influence for truth and the good of souls which the 
cause of Christ’ requires. While the adversaries of the church 
are burnishing their armor and preparing for new modes of 
attack, it does not become the soldiers of the Cross to throw 
away the weapons of defense which the Head of the church has 
put within their reach. When we remember that in almost 
every conference the labors of the efficient are retarded, yes, in 
some instances almost rendered nugatory, and their compensa- 
tion cut short through the failures of inefficient and unfaithful 
colaborers, we are constrained to recommend that your legisla- 
tion relative to the ministry be with a view to guarding well 
the threshold to the “sacred calling,’ and to providing for 
retiring more easily the inefficient and unsuccessful. 

We have watched with regret the growing tendency of some 
ministers, in not a few of the conferences, not to go to the fields 
of labor to which they are assigned, if perchance the field hap- 
pens to be among the less important or less inviting ones. This 
we regard as the result, largely, of receiving men not trained : 
and qualified in heart and life for the work, and who have but 
little if any apperception of the mission in which they are en- 
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gaged, and, we fear, place a higher estimate on the “loaves and 
fishes” than they do on the cause of their blessed Lord. 

While we would attach due importance to intellectual and 
moral culture as necessary in a well-qualified ministry, yet the 
one thing especially needful, and without which all other qual- 
ification is nugatory, is the endowment of the Holy Spirit. 
The great question relative to ministerial qualification and 
church life after all is, Have you received the Holy Spirit ? 

The history of the denomination clearly demonstrates three 
things essential to her success: (1) An energetic, self-sacrific- 
ing, and aggressive ministry and laity. (2) A consecrated, 
pious ministry and membership. (3) The enduement of the 
Holy Spirit which the Head of the church has promised alike 
to. his ministers and people. Without these the church may 
despair of success. With them her star of hope and holy in- 
fluence will continue to rise. 

Holy and beloved of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Father Al- 
mighty has placed you with us in the van in this crisis hour of 
the church’s great work. His Spirit in your midst alone can 
qualify you and guide you aright in the work of the hour. We 
beg leave to suggest to you that, in all your acts of legislation 


on the great interests of the Church, you have a single eye to an. 


open Bible, the exigencies of a dying world, and the glory of 
God rather than to ancient creeds, peculiar dogmas, modern 
church fads, or opinions of men. 

In providing disciplinary regulations we recommend that 
you keep in view the purity, the doctrines, the harmony, peace, 
and prosperity of the Church in the light of an open Bible. 
In this we do not, dear brethren, presume even to admonish 
you or exhort you, but simply to arrest your thought. Once 
more, brethren, with gratitude to Almighty God we turn to the 
past and remember his mercies to our fathers, together with 
his peculiar fostering care to us, their children, and to our be- 
loved Zion to this sacred hour. As we remember the deeds, the 
virtues, and devotions of the past, let us not forget that, inas- 
much as we have, in addition to these lessons, the accumulated 
lessons and experiences of the ages, our devotion to truth and 
righteousness and our legislation in the interests of the Church 
must be in accord with what we have and the light and needs 
of this age in which we live. 

‘And finally, brethren, we commend you to God and to the 
word of his grace, praying the Holy Spirit that the spirit of 
wisdom may be given to you and to us, remembering ever that 
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the primary condition of success in the kingdom of God is a 
consistent reliance on the guidance of the Holy Spirit. We 
are, dear brethren, most» affectionately your colaborers in the 
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. . N. Castte. 

EK. B. KepHart. 

J. S. Mitts. 

G. M. MaruHews. 


Great applause followed the reading of the bishops’ address. : 

Tue Presipine Bisnop. I come at this moment to ask how you will 
obtain your committees. 

Rey. W. E. Scue.u, of East Nebraska Conference. Mr. Chairman, I 
wish to speak just a word in reference to this report, if I may. I 
speak it with some hesitancy, yet I feel that I ought to make the 
statement. In the report concerning our educational institutions 
reference was made to the difficulty of getting accurate reports from 
them. On account of this, I presume that there is an inaccuracy con- 
cerning our college. It is not out of debt, as the report states. I am 
not so very much concerned as to what these, my brethren here, think 
about it, but I wouldn’t like to have it go to our constituents in Ne- 
braska that York College is out of debt, for it is not. We are yet in 
debt about four thousand dollars. I made this statement to the sec- 
retary of the Board of Education recently, but somehow or other it is 
not quite correct in the report. 

Tue Presipinc Bisnop. I will ask you how you will obtain your 
committees. 

Rev. J. A. F. Kine, of Northern Illinois Conference. I move that 
the committees be appointed by the chair. 

Voices. No, no. By the Board of Bishops. 

‘Rey. J. A. F. Kine. I move, then, that the Board of Bishops ap- 
point the committees. 

Tue Prestpine Bisnop. Are you all agreed to that? 

Voices. Agreed, agreed. Without any dissenting voice. 

SEcRETARY Snyper. I will say, Mr. Bishop, some one sent a certi- 
ficate of election up here. Should it go into the hands of the Com- 
mittee on Credentials when that committee is appointed @ 

Tue Presipine Bistop. Will it be your pleasure to hear the read- 
ing of the committees, for we as a Board, in anticipation of your or- 
dering it, as you have provided, have appointed ‘these committees and 
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Voices. Agreed. 
' The presiding bishop then read the list of standing committees and 
called attention to the two notes at the head of the printed list. 


STANDING COMMITTEES, 


If the first-named person on any committee is not present, the second 
shall take the chairmanship. 

In any case where a delegate named may not be in attendance, the 
alternate who takes the seat of the absent delegate in the Conference 
shall also take his place on committees. 

1. Devotional—H. R. Baber, Mrs. Nannie A. Henkle, S. W. 
Paul, J. L. Grimm, J. B. Norviel, W. R. Berry, Mrs. A. J. 
Spencer. 

2. Credentials—W. O. Fries, W. H. Tasker, I. W. Bearss, 
George M. Spangler, G. O. Porter, A. R. Ayers, J. H. Walls, 
Alonzo Myer, H. F. Brubaker. 

3. Correspondence—C. I. B. Brane, Mrs. W. E. Schell, J. 
N. Garber, A. D. Whitney, H. B. Miller. 

4. State of the Church—George Miller, M. P. Miller, Jas- 
per Goshard, George A. Wolfe, W. E. Stanley, C. H. Cox, S. L. 
Todd, J. W. Schofield, J. L. Brandenburg. 

5. Moral Reform (Discipline, Chapter XII.)—H. C. Shaf- 
fer, C. S. Long, Miss Kate Booker, Mrs. O. J. Gage, D. D. 
White, Mrs. J. H. Patterson, G. A. Davis, A. Rigney, B. Lee. 

6. Missionary Interests (Discipline, Chapters XVIII, 
XIX.)—C. J. Burkert, A. T. Howard, J. R. King, W. M. Bell, 
Mrs. B. F. Witt, Mrs. Fred Geisler, D. W. Sprinkle, J. H. Pat- 
terson, I’. M. Testerman, R. J. Barr, Mrs. Snyder Rinehart. 

7. Church Erection (Discipline, Chapter XXI.)—S. W. 
Keister, W. M. Buswell, Eugene Schaeffer, J. C. Heckert, V. 
A. Carlton, J. W. Lilly, E. S. Neuding, A. H. Reese, 
Henry Weber, AzE. Wilson, John Shambaugh, J. B. Shatzer, 
J. C. Peck. 

8. Hducational Institutions (Discipline, Chapter XXIIL, 
except Section 4)—D. R. Seneff, E. S. Lorenz, Mark Keppel, 

= El. -U. Roop, F. P. Rosselot, W. T. Beatty, Leroy Howard, Mrs. 
George Sickafoose, A. P. Funkhouser, F. M. Munch. 

9. Union Biblical Seminary (Discipline, Chapter X XIIL., 
Section 4)—W. H. Wright, S. Wertz, J. I. L. Ressler, OC. A. 
Thorn, W. O. Mills, G. A. Hottell, S: S. Hough, J. A. Haw- 
kins, Mrs. Celia Richards. 

10. Boundaries (Discipline, Chapter XX VI.)—J. T. Rob- 
erts, F. H. Neff, F. M. Morgan, I. Bennehoff, J. B. Connett, 
John Barnes, G. Fritz, W. A. Robins, H. W. Trueblood, E. 
W. Myers, W. E. Airhart, V. W. Overton, D. R. Stoker, F. B. 
Wright, B. H. Engle, W. Wood, H. Barkemyer, D. L. Burger, 
N. J. McIntyre. 
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11. Publishing Interests (Discipline, Chapter X XII.)— 
H.S. Gabel, W. O. Harper, P. M. Camp, Albert Keister, W. F. 
Cronk, H. J. Gunnels, W. A. Smith, G. C. Snyder, D. L. Doub, 
J. G. Porterfield. 

12. Sunday Schools (Discipline, Chapter XV.)—R. M. 
Zuck, S. C. Caldwell, H. H. Fout, R. J. White, Alex. Ander- 
son, Robert Cowden, Isaac Hilborn, J. S. Kendall, J. L. Drury, 
T. G. Spangler. 

13. Superintendency (Discipline, Chapter VI., Section 8, 
and Chapter XX V.)—L. S. Cornell, W. R. Funk, W. O. Zeig- 
ler, A. W. Ballinger, W. H. Washinger, J. H. Snyder, E. B. 
Bierman, N. L. Vezie, Eli Good, A. M. Snyder. 

14. Ministry of the Church (Discipline, Chapter VI., ex- 
cept Section 8)—John Simons, A. Orr, W. D. Herndon, W. R. 
Lloyd, L. W. Stahl, E. W. Curtis, A. W. Arford, D. P. Baker, | 
M. J. Mumma, E. Mater, S. M. Love. 

15. Itinerancy (Discipline, Chapters VII. and VIII.)—J. 
D. Wyandt, J. W. Lake, I. H. Albright, W. L. Hinshaw, G. C. 
Williams, A. A. Moore, W. E. Burgess, Henry Wright, Miss 
Grace Warner. 

16. Courses of Ministerial Study (Discipline, Chapter IX.) 
—M. R. Drury, J. E. Shannon, D. D. Lowery, J. B. Deever, 
A. B. Statton, J. H. Ruebush, W. Z. Roberts, W. W. Vine, J. 
S. Davis. 

17. Government of the Church (Discipline, Chapter V.)— 
W. E. Schell, D. C. Whiting, G. P. Macklin, G. W. Sherrick, 
J. A. F. King, W. H. Jack, C. Koch, W. A. Lutz, G. H. Hinton. 

18. Church Membership (Discipline, Chapter IV.)—J. C. 
Bremer, E. H. Richard, A. C. Wilmore, J. G. Stehman, J. A. 
Richardson, W. C. Keezel, A. A. Grooms, J. A. Bell, Mrs. Mary 
A. Garber. 

19. Young People’s Societies (Discipline, Chapter XVI.)— 
G. D. Gossard, J. G. Huber, Mrs. Mary Mead, D. E. Donly, 
Mrs. Joseph Richer, G. W. Miller, Charles Sage, C. L. Ray- 
mond, Mrs. Zella King, Ida Williams. 

20. Formulas (Discipline, Chapters XXVII. and XXVIII) 
—J. R. Chambers, N. A. Dean, A. M. Cummins, ©. W. Recard, 
Ed. Van Cleve, J. M. Hockett, W. W. Robbins, A. H. Laugh- 
baum. 

21. Judiciary (Discipline, Chapters X. and XI.)—C. U. 
McKee, J. C. Myers, 8. S. Hunt, S. F. Huber, R. H. Bennett, 
Frank Dennis. 

22. Churches, Parsonages, etc. (Discipline, Chapters XIII. 
and XIV.)W. D. Stratton, A. Boyd, S. E. Kumler, E. D. 
Miller, W. H. Cheadle, F. N. Henry, John Hulitt, ©. E. Muilen, 
Je. Pool: ° 

23. Circulation of the Bible—H. R. Hess, Mrs. Mattie 
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Stoner, J. W. Willis, D. Shaffer, W. C. Guyer, Miss Helen 
Gould, Mrs. J. W. Goodwin, B. F. Gruver. 

24. Hapenses of Delegates, etc—J. R. Harner, F. E. Kerr, 
P. M. Streich, Henry Craig, C. M. Funk, H. Baish, A. J. 
Juday, Frank Heckman, W. E. Gillingham. 

25. Christian Stewardship (Discipline, Chapter XVII)— 
J. L. Parks, A. P. Johnston, M. F. Dawson, J. W. Kiracofe, 
Mrs. Ella J. Kirkpatrick, G. W. Dillenbach, O. S. Money, 
J. U. Bair, A. J. Cowden. 

26. Salaries—Matt Edmonds, F. A. Burt, William Mich- 
ener, KE. R. Smith, J. T. Hobson, W. G. Lowe, I. J. Bear, A. 
Roose, J. M. Altaffer, A. S. Hammack, W. O. Siffert. 

27. Nominations of Members of Church Boards—W. F. 
Gruver, D. R. Miller, W. F. Haffner, H. H. Flory, George 
Geiger, S. W. Lott, D. A. Peters, Mrs. Sarah Fisher, A. A. 
Garner. 

28. Memoirs—H. Deal, L. L. Schoonover, W. F. Parker, 
George P. Hott, G. W. Mater, Emma Craig, CO. L. Gard, H. J. 
Roop, Mrs. Lizzie Bronson. 


Rev. A. P. Funxnwouser, of Virginia Conference. I move that we 
do now adjourn. 

The motion was seconded. 

Rev. J. R. Cuampers, of Neosho Conference. Does the chairman 
of the Committee on Credentials or the Committee on Credentials 
want each of us to appear if our name appears on the list? Is it es- 
sential ? 

Tue Presipinc Bisnop. No, only those that appear as alternates; if 
‘I understood your question. 

Tue Presipinc Bisuop. Let me have this added word. If there is 
any seat contested, of course that matter will have to go to the com- 
mittee. 

At this point Rey. T. D. Crites, pastor of the Topeka Church, an- 
nounced the different rooms in Which the committees were to meet, 
and also made other announcements respecting the Conference, fol- 
lowing which the motion to adjourn was carried. 

Tuer Preswine Bisuor. Will you sing a stanza? 

Mr. Lorenz. We will sing “Blest be the tie that binds.” 

The Conference arose and sang. Following the singing, Rev. J. I. 
L. Ressler, of Allegheny Conference, pronounced the benediction. 

Tue Presiping BisHop. Conference stands adjourned until to- 
morrow morning at eight o’clock. 


47 


TWENTY-FOURTH GENERAL CONFERENCE 


FIRST DAY—EVENING SESSION. 


Tuurspay, May 11, 1905. 

Conference met at 7:45 P.M. in the great Auditorium, located on 
Quincy Street, between Seventh and Eighth streets, in Topeka, 
Kansas, Bishop Castle presiding. 

The song-service was conducted by Mr. Lorenz. The following songs 
were sung: “Power in the blood,” “Stand up for Jesus,” “My country, 
’t is of thee,” and “Rock of Ages.” 

THe Presipine Bisnop. We will now be led in prayer by Brother 
J. Simons, of St. Joseph Conference, the audience standing. 

Rev. J. Simons delivered the following prayer: 


O our Father, we desire to come into thy presence at this hour in 
a suitable way; we. come to acknowledge thee as the giver of every 
good and perfect gift; we come to wait before thee in the spirit of awe 
and reverence, and grant that while we gather upon this great occa- 
sion, and while we meet in this greeting, we pray that the Holy Spirit 
may specially preside over this evening’s service,and may the addresses 
that may be given and the words of welcome which may be spoken— 
may these words come to us with great comfort, with great helpful- 
ness, and with great inspiration. And we pray that we may all ap- 
preciate the great provisions that thou hast made for us, so that we 
may come to thee and be welcomed by thee into thine own immortal 
presence, and wait before thee ‘and receive such help and such grace 
and such blessings as each of us and all of us need on this occasion. 
We pray especially thy blessing upon this gathering, and grant that 
the spirit of wisdom as well as power may rest upon this General 
Conference, and may all that is done and said be done with reverence 
and to thy glory and the advancement of the kingdom of Christ among 
men. We pray that thou wouldst grant to so lead thy servants, so 
direct in all the affairs of the church as well as the state, that thy 
blessing may be vouchsafed to thy people; that we may have such a 
government under which to live, and such a church in which to labor, 
that thy name may be honored and glorified and that all the people 
may be brought under the power and sway of the gospel, which is the 
power of God unto salvation to all who believe. We now pray that 
thou wouldst lead us and guide us and bless especially those who shall 
address us to-night, and be thou in the words of those who speak, and 
may there come to us such help in this service to-night as shall lead 
us on to greater and larger things. We ask it in Jesus’ name. Amen. 


BISHOP CASTLE’S OPENING REMARKS. 


Tue Presipinc Bisnor. I am sure that this General Conference 
has looked forward with no little interest to the gathering in this 
great city of the State of Kansas, and this evening has been set apart 
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and devoted to the reception of this General Conference. I know 
that we were very anxious to come to your city and to your State, 
because we wanted to see you and then we wanted you to see us. It 
is my distinguished pleasure to introduce to you to-night a certain 
number of brethren, honorable gentlemen, who will address you, and 
I would say to you, beloved brethren, ladies and gentlemen, there is 
one of the most distinguished characters in the State of Kansas to be 
presented to you to-night, and you will have the pleasure of hearing 
him. I refer to Governor Hoch. [Great applause.] The governor has 
been a resident of the State of Kansas for over thirty years; has 
been editor for a number of years of one of the best known papers in 
the State, a paper that has always stood for the right. [Great ap- 
plause.] He himself has the reputation of being a clean man [great 
applause] and stands for a clean and pure administration, whether it 
is in the State or whether it is in the municipality; he believes in the 
_ State and in the municipality living up to the law just as a common 
citizen of the State. [Applause.] He is a man that is not in the 
market and never has been. [Great applause.] He cannot be sold; 
you cannot buy him. [Great applause.] There is not wealth enough 
in the State of Kansas to purchase his integrity; it is because he has 
stood for clean, pure principles that he is where he is to-night. 
[Voices. That ’s so.] He has not sought the office of governor; the 
office has sought him. [Great applause.] He is not only governor of 
the great State of Kansas, but he is more than all this, and, best of all, 
a Methodist. [Applause.] And for a man to be a Methodist these 
days means a good deal for a man and for the world. [Applause.] 
I mean a good Methodist, of course. [Laughter.] Maybe you haven’t 
any other than good Methodists in this city or State. If so, you 
are an exception, I am sure. [Laughter.] He has occupied, 
as I learned, the very honorable and exalted position, before he be- 
came governor, of being superintendent and teacher in a Sabbath 
school. [Applause.] He is not only identified with movements, but 
a leader in movements against the great organized corporations of 
evil in this day. [Applause.] I want, ladies and gentlemen, once 
again.to name to you and introduce to you Governor Hoch, the Roose- 
velt of Kansas. [Great applause. ] 


Governor Hoch, after acknowledging the hearty reception given 
him, spoke as follows: 


GOVERNOR HOCH’S ADDRESS. 


Mr. CuarrMAN AND Frmenps: I was embarrassed enough before the 
chairman of this meeting made his speech [laughter], but now I am 
simply overwhelmed with his eulogy. I counted it a great honor, as 
well as a great pleasure and privilege, to drop the cares of office and 
the burdens of official life for a little while to come upon this plat- 
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form to represent the people of this commonwealth in welcoming to 
Kansas and to its capital city this splendid religious gathering. May 
I say, with pardonable pride, that we are proud of our State, leader al- 
ways in moral movements. In its formation, in its early life, it was 
the initial battleground of freedom [applause], and the rattle of four 
million shackles from the limbs of that many slaves was but the echo 
of the battle begun in Kansas. [Applause.] A quarter of a century 
ago this State entered into a combat with the greatest moral and 
financial monster in all the world, the liquor traffic. [Applause.] 
It is true, and pity ’t is ’t is true that the victory has not yet been 
entirely won, but I want to remind you also that the battle is not yet 
over [great applause], and the State of Kansas has said to the world 
that the only legitimate attitude of law towards the liquor traffic 
was that of prohibition, and: Kansas intends to fight it out on that 
line until the victory is won. [Great applause.] Go to your several 
States, go to your home encouraged by the belief that, while we have 
not entirely triumphed, we have done a great good and we have more 
than a quarter of a million of young men and young women over 
twenty years old in this Sunflower State who never saw a saloon. 
We have raised them in civilization here; we will stick to it. More 
recently this State has had the courage to attack the greatest com- 
bination of organized and corporate greed that infests this world of 
ours—the Standard Oil Company [great applause and hurrahs], and if 
the courts will not spike our guns, if we are permitted to continue un- 
trammeled the battle, we will teach this great corporation that it 
must be decent. Hence, to this kind of a commonwealth I welcome 
you to-night. [Applause.] 

Then I am glad to have the privilege, and I have been a resident 
of the city only a few months, to weleome you to the State capital. 
Every citizen of this town can say, as Paul said of his native city, 
“T am a citizen of no mean city.” [Applause.] Topeka is not abso- 
lutely perfect because it must be said of cities, as of individuals, that 
none are perfect, no not one, but we believe, at least I do, and I have 
known the town as a citizen of the State for more than a quarter 
of a century, we believe that we have here the cleanest, the soberest, 
the most moral, the most beautiful, the most orderly, the most pros- 
perous, relatively the most prosperous city of its size in the union 
[applause], and to this good town I weleome you. You are here as 
representatives of a great Church; I wish you were Methodists [ ap- 
plause], but this is the next best thing to that. There has always 
been a controversy, and perhaps there always will be, as to the rela- 
tion of the church to the state. It is generally believed and taught 
that there should be a separation of the church and state. As Ameri- 
cans we believe that, but to my mind he is a poor logician, he is a 
superficial thinker and reasoner who thinks that because there should be 
a separation of church and state as organizations, that therefore there 
should be a separation of religion and state. He who has by common 
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consent gone into history reverently and affectionately as the father 
of his country said in that great address which he issued to his coun- 
trymen when he laid aside the duties of the office of President and 
retired to the quietude of his’: Mt. Vernon home, that a Republican 
form of government rested upon two pillars—morality and religion; 
and later on said, Let perish the supposition that morality can long 
be maintained unless sustained by the power of religion. 

I have heard a great deal of talk about this question and that 
question being a purely moral question and having no place upon the 
political rostrum or in legislative halls. No greater fallacy, in my judg- 
ment, could be uttered than that. [Great applause.] All government, 
all good government, is moral in its essential nature, but I am talking 
to-night to a lot of preachers, chiefly preachers, I believe. [Dr. Funk. 
Half and half.] Half and half. A lot of laymen here. Well, you 
preachers preach to the pew, and you will let the pew preach to you a 
little while to-night, won’t you? [Dr. Funk. Yes.] 

I have in my mind an ideal preacher. Of course he is here to- 
night; he is here in great numbers. My ideal preacher is a Christian 
man. That is an astonishing proposition, isn’t it? There was a time, 
in my innocent boyhood, when I thought that one who carried the 
appellation of professor was of necessity a very learned man; when he 
was called a doctor, he must of necessity be a fine physician; and when 
a preacher, was, of course, a pious man. In most cases these things 
are true, but unfortunately they are not always true, and I started 
with the assumption that my ideal preacher is a Christian man [ap- 
plause], and then he is an optimist; he sees the silver lining to every 
dark cloud. There is no place in the pulpit for a pessimist. [Ap- 
plause.]| The thing which we call the blues is not in the Bible from 
lid to lid, and no preacher has a right to have the blues. And then, 
my ideal preacher is a healthy man. Of course, there may be, of 
“necessity, exceptions, but, as a rule, I submit to you that a preacher, 
on an average, ought to be the healthiest man that walks the earth. 
His business contributes to health; he ought to have a pure heart and © 
a calm brain; he ought to live in that blessed verse which says, “All 
things work together for the good of those who love God”; 
and if a man believes that, as every preacher should believe 
it, and as my ideal preacher does believe it—if everybody believed 
that, the average longevity of human life would not be thirty-three 
years, but would be threescore and ten. 

My ideal preacher is an optimist and a healthy man, and then my 
ideal preacher is a man of faith; he believes every word in the old 
Bible [great applause], the whale story and all. By the way, I told 
an audience once before in this town that that Jonah story troubles 
me less than most anything. At the World’s Fair I saw a skeleton of 
a whale eighty feet long, the jaw-bone set up for a doorway big enough 
for a team to drive in, a whole depart of exhibits in there, scores of 
people going in and out to look at the exhibits. Since I saw that 
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skeleton, the only thing that troubles me at all has been how the 
whale ever found out Jonah was in there. [Great applause and laugh- 
ter, followed by another round of applause. | 

My ideal preacher is a man of faith, faith in the old Book; he is 
not afraid of these new-fangled people called the higher critics. With 
all due respect to the most of them, they are simply gentlemen, wise 
chiefly and in most cases only in their own conceits. My ideal 
preacher believes in the miracles of the Bible [voices: Amen]; and 
I have no patience with a preacher or a Christian who is afraid to be- 
lieve the Bible, afraid of science, afraid that science will destroy 
faith in the old Book. . To every faithful student, to every intelligent 
man, modern science is making faith in the old Book and its miracles 
easy. 

I heard John Temple Graves at the World’s Fair, in a piece of word 
painting I never heard exceeded, describing that magnificent scene, 
that a great many of you have witnessed from the great tower of the 
Jefferson Monument, looking up from Festal Hall, with the colonnades 
stretching out on either side, with the magnificent buildings resting 
on the right, and the left, and the great lake with its beautiful waters, 
and the millions of electric lights—I heard John Temple Graves in 
a burst of eloquence say as he stood there, “If man can make a city 
like this, what must be the beauty and grandeur and magnificence of 
the eternal city made by the Almighty himself?’ [Great applause.] 
And when I think of man, puny man, scientific man, taking eight 
hundred cubic feet of air and squeezing it into a gallon of liquid; 
when I think of this scientific man talking through a little tube to a 
friend one thousand miles away; when I think of the scientific man 
talking across the continent, talking across the ocean with wireless 
telegraphy; when I think of the scientific man taking a little thing 
called the X-rays, looking through the human body, looking through 
a door of wood, looking through the hand and seeing the bones in the 
hand on the other side of a picture; when I think of a puny man doing 
these wonders, I say that the wonders of the Bible are insignificant 
when done by the Almighty. [Great Applause.] And a man that can 
believe these things of man and cannot believe things of God must 
have a poor kind of mind. 

You see I am an old-fashioned kind of fellow. [Voice. You are 
all right.] To go on with my ideal preacher, he has a good many 
other good qualities, but he is here to-night, and I am glad to weleome 
him. I trust that your stay in our city and in our State will be alto- 
gether pleasant, and that when you go to your several fields of labor 
you will carry a few pleasant memories of your visit to Kansas, and of 
your visit to this capital city, and that you will carry away with you 
a good deal of the sunshine of the blessings of our prairies and valleys, 
and catch the enthusiasm which animates our people. [Great, ap- 
plause. | : 
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Tue Presipine Bisuor. I certainly think that you are all delighted, 
and that you are all pleased. You now have a ready clue in what you 
have heard reported in the papers, and now by evidence, touching the 
State of Kansas, and that is that Governor Hoch had no sooner come 
into power than the State began to clean up [applause], and I think 
that the State of Kansas ought to be glad he came to the throne at 
such a time as this. : 

It is now my pleasure to introduce to you one of the very distin- 
guished ministers and authors in the State of Kansas, a man living in 
this capital city, and a man greatly beloved by all of the people of the 
State. If it were not for the mere formality of an introduction I am 
sure that he would not need to be introduced to you, for you are al- 
ready very well acquainted with him. He has a world-wide reputa- 
tion. That one book he has written is world-wide in its reading and 
influence, “In His Steps.” That book makes its author immortal, 
and I am sure that the author of that book must be in the happiest 
rhythm with his Lord, for no man could write such a book as that 
who does not walk closely in the footsteps of his Master. I am sure 
that you will be very glad to hear from the author of this and other 
books that have had such wide reading and have had such wonderful 
influence upon thousands and millions of readers. I speak of Rev. 
Mr. Sheldon, D. D., a writer of world fame, the widely-known priestly 
poet. [Great applause. ] 


DR. CHARLES SHELDON’S ADDRESS OF WELCOME. 


Dear BrorHers AND Sisters: The only thing I lack in the intro- 
duction was the fact that I was not spoken of as a Methodist. [Great 
applause.] I like to believe, however, that I belong to all denomina- 
tions; I will claim that privilege here to-night. : 

Fortunately or unfortunately for myself and others, I am in the 
course of events the oldest resident pastor in this city. On this ac- 
count, I suppose, conferences and conventions like this feel bound in 
courtesy to invite me to give words of greeting and welcome to their 
gatherings. This of course is no hardship to me personally, but some- 
thing of an embarrassment, as I have not yet been able to invent or 
compose a stereotyped form of address which will answer the purpose 
for all occasions, and fit gatherings of various sorts, like religious, 
political, medical, social, agricultural, and scientific bodies. 

Tn course of time I think I may succeed in working out such a form 
of welcome and thus save myself much labor and make sure of saying 
the same pleasant things to all the strangers within our gates, to the 
offense of none of them and the equal approbation of all. 


Z 53 


TWENTY-FOURTH GENERAL CONFERENCE 


I hasten, however, to assure you, fathers and brethren, that inas- 
much as I have not yet succeeded in framing this future address of 
welcome, this present one is entirely new and spontaneous, with noth- 
ing stereotyped or copyrighted,-given out of the heart, not perfunc- 
torily, but-with sincerest and deepest good will, and with a personal 
sense of privilege that I am permitted the high honor of voicing the 
welcome of my esteemed brothers in the ministry and the members of 
all the religious denominations of the city and State. 

There are about sixty churches in Topeka with a combined member- 
ship of about fourteen thousand souls. We have a population of about 
forty-three thousand people. Hence this makes about one in every 
three of our people inside the church fold. If to this number is added 
the Sunday-school membership not yet on the church rolls, together 
with those who are worshipers and attendants on church service or 
engaged more or less in church work, it is safe to say that at least one- 
half the population is touched, influenced, or shaped by the church of 
Christ. Add to this the constituencies of the Y. M. C. A., the Salva- 
tion Army, and other religious bodies that call the church “mother,” 
and it is within bounds to say that we believe our city would in its 
population aggregate a majority of persons who hold the church as a 
factor of civilization, in high esteem, and count on it as a serious and 
deeply beneficient organization permanently planted in the social and 
family life, without which the city would be at the mercy of the dis- 
integrating and destructive forces which boil with eddying current 
within all civilization where passionate ideals and religious loves and 
enthusiasms are wanting.. 

It is from this large and influential factor in our city life that I 
bring you kindest and sincerest greetings. It is something certainly 
for you to consider as worth while that more than one-half the popula- 
tion of the city is in hearty and intelligent sympathy with the avowed 
aims and purposes of the church of Christ. It was my good fortune 
after the flood two years ago to ask the relief committee that a cer- 
tain proportion of the money sent in to us from outside sources be set 
apart for the relief of the churches, and the committee in promptly 
granting that request realized the importance to the people of preserv- 
ing and encouraging that institution, which more than even commer- 
cial interests makes a people worth while to itself and the world; so 
that you may rest assured that these greetings from the religious 
bodies of Topeka are brought with the knowledge that the church as 
an institution is regarded by the business interests of the city also as a 
real and powerful asset in the city’s summing up of values. 

More than a greeting from a nominal majority of the population, 
however, is the greeting which the churches of Topeka bring you as 
fraternal bodies. When I came to Topeka sixteen years ago, I had 
to sign the Apostles’ Creed and pay one dollar before I could become 
a member of the Ministerial Union. I am quite willing to sign ‘the 
Apostles’ Creed to-day as a mark of my orthodoxy, if I may be granted 
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the freedom to interpret its clauses according to my own exposition 
of them, and I would not count it an excessive rebate to pay one dol- 
lar to be a member of such a pleasant and profitable fellowship as our 
union is to-day. But it is a sign of change and progress in the church 
that no such regulation exists in ot constitution now, and if I came 
to Topeka as a minister in good standing with my own people, I would 
be received without farther question as to my theology, and the pay- 
ment of twenty-five cents. So we have made some progress in the last 
sixteen years. This progress is along the line not of freedom away 
from the real faith delivered to the saints, but along the line of a 
large; and, I believe, a healthier interpretation of Christ’s desire that 
his disciples might be one. We talk about church union—you are go- 
ing to talk about it in this great Conference—and sometimes I think 
we hardly realize that it is almost now an accomplished fact. I do 
not think, my brothers, of a single real issue which affects the moral 
and spiritual welfare of this city, upon which all the churches here are 
not practically a unit to-day. We meet on a fraternal platform as 
churches to discuss practically all the every-day questions that affect 
men’s upward living, how to get them into the kingdom of God and 
how to keep them there. In cases of moral emergency, we are, all 
denominations, ready to move as one body for the general good of the 
whole city. If that is not practical union I do not know what it is. 
The basis of our fellowship is no longer centered about a man-built 
creed, but it is based on a mutual desire to advance the kingdom of 
God. Sixteen years ago I am quite sure the Ministerial Union of this 
city never would have considered it a part of its business to have a 
legislative committee as a part of its organization, the members of 
which were to take an active part in seeing that the State was influ- 
enced to secure Christian legislation. We have such a committee now. 
More and more it is coming to be the unanimous desire of the churches 
‘to give a practical service to the social life of men just as they live. 
The social consciousness of the church has risen to a keener sense of 
itself than ever before known, and it does not insist upon even so noble 
a ereed as the Apostles’ for membership in its fraternal body, but 
rather lays emphasis upon the great creed of Christ, which I believe 
will ultimately unite in truth all Christendom, and that creed is 
supreme love to God and supreme love to man. On that creed the 
church is fast coming to unite. When once it unites there, with 
passionate and positive enthusiasm, not one-half, but practically the 
whole of this city can be won to God, and our country will become 
not nominally, but really Christian. 

It is also a particular and special pleasure that I take in welcoming 
this Conference to the capital city of the State of Kansas. You would 
naturally be disappointed to come to Kansas and. listen to a Kansas 
man and not hear something said in praise of the State. A nine-year- 
old boy went to India to visit his grandfather, who was a missionary 
at Simla. Writing home to his little sister, he said, having been im- 
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pressed with the peculiar brilliancy of the Oriental night: “Out here 
we have a bigger moon than you do, and we keep it better polished.” 
Out here in Kansas we who are familiar with the political, social, re- 
ligious, and educational and agricultural luminaries of our clear 
prairie heavens, think they are all bigger and brighter than in any 
other State of the Union. Kansas sets the standard pace—that is, 
Standard Oil pace—[applause] for all the other States. We do not 
believe in waiting for anybody else to do things, not even for that 
swift and progressive body called the United States Senate. We are 
poor imitators. We have made a specialty of originality, and some- 
times we are not able to live up to ourselves, and most of the time we 
fail to liye up to the exaggerated press reports sent out by our own en- 
terprising reporters. 

But if we sometimes seem to appreciate ourselves out here in Kan- 
sas, it is because we think we have reason for it. We welcome you to. 
a city of over forty thousand people, in which not a single legalized 
saloon exists. It is true there may be some illegal places where liquor 
is sold, but that fact is not for one moment as shameful to confront as 
a legalized saloon about which there is no protest. People down East 
often say to me, “You are always having trouble in Kansas over the 
liquor business, aren’t you?” And I say, “Yes, we are, and it is a 
thousand times better to be always having trouble with the devil than 
to sit down the way you do and be at peace with him.” [Great ap- 
plause.] Those of us who understand the situation out here grow very 
tired of hearing the passing stranger in Kansas say, “Prohibition does 
not prohibit, and the law makes hypocrites and perjurers.” I venture 
to say that where one man in Kansas is made a hypocrite or perjurer 
on account of the prohibitory law, one hundred men perjure them- 
selves in every State in the Union when the tax assessor comes around. 
The great thing that exists here in this city to which we welcome you 
is the spirit of protest against wrong. <A city administration, a county 
attorney, a district court that attempts to nullify our prohibitory law 
in this city passes under the harrow of public disapproval, the largest 
quantity of which is formed in the churches. Woe to a city when it 
loses out of its civic life the spirit of protest against wrong! No mat- 
ter how tall its buildings or how deep the hum of its factories, or how 
high it piles up the bloody heap of greed, it is doomed like Sodom and 
Gomorrah. We are thankful, brothers, that while we sorrow over 
whatever is lawless and evil in our fair city to-day, we nevertheless can 
say to you and all the world, without fear of refutal, that there are 
more than seven thousand here who have not bowed the knee to the 
great Baal of lawlessness, and who never will as long as our city and 
our State demand our loyal and loving service in the name of God and 
home, of country and motherhood, of righteousness and Christ. [Great 
applause. | ; : 

Into this atmosphere of protest against wrong and affirmative ‘ac- 
ceptance of the principles laid down by our Lord to build up righteous- 
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ness on the earth we welcome you. ‘The best thing we have here is 
not our buildings, our public improvements, our commercial or busi- 
ness enterprise, good as they all may be, but the best we have here is 
summed up in the Christian life which is an abiding force in the 
hearts of the people. We welcome you to this best and pray God’s 
richest blessings may come into all your deliberations as you talk and 
plan and pray for the building up of the kingdom of God in the hearts | 
of men. : 

In bringing you these greetings, therefore, I am sure I voice the 
unanimous desire of all my brethren in the ministry that this United 
Brethren Church may prove its right to exist by existing to do right, 
accepting the divine terms of its service and adding its contribution 
to the sum total of a united Christendom. You have a very splendid 
name for your denomination. It is one of the best in the list. There. 
is no reason why the churches of the United States should not hold 
the balance of power when it comes to plain issues of right and wrong 
for the people. If the Christian people of this republic all voted one 
way when the issue was plainly one of selection of principles instead of 
parties, of righteousness instead of candidates, we could have the 
cleanest, happiest, most prosperous country on the earth. [Applause. ] 
Among the great things which the disciples of Christ are here to do 
is to act together in building up the kingdom of God. The key-note 
of every church should always be, “Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven.” That key-note does not permit any 
discord along lines of sectarian division or jealousy. It does not give 
room for enthusiasm over church millinery, or non-essentials of ritual 
or worship or the gilt gingerbread of esthetics in music, forms, or 
dogma. We are here to save men. It is the business of the church to 
build up the kingdom, to go to the lost, because we have first of all 
been to Christ. It will be a glorious day for the church which we love 

‘when all Christ’s disciples agree on the main point, and give one 
another perfect freedom in non-essentials, and while we may not yet 
be Christian enough to agree as to what all the non-essentials are, we. 
certainly are all agreed, if we are Christian in any sense, in the great 
essential in live-saving. That is the main reason why the church has 
any right to exist. If it is not a life saver, it is as much out of place- 
as a so-called life-saving station on a dangerous coast, where there 
were no boats, the crew did not know how to row or swim, and spent 
their time and were paid a salary to pick up and classify the pretty 
pebbles and shells on the beach during pleasant weather. 

The United Brethren Church has a history of sturdy adherence to. 
great truth. The story of its sacrifices for conscience and Christ is 
luminous with glory; but I believe its greatest service is yet to be 
rendered to the world. In company with those who honor its valuable 
service to God and the kingdom, I pray for his blessing to rest upon 
its great work, and as I bring to you the earnest good wishes of the. 
Christians of this city, it is my prayer that the Master may bless. 
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richly all your pastors and their people, and use you greatly to ad- 
vance his kingdom in the hearts of men and help do your part to bring 
about that golden age when he who is our one Lord and Master shall 
be able to look upon his church, for which he gave the best he had, 
which was himself, and see all the different bodies working side by 
side in loving and fraternal unity, bound together by the love bands 
of a common purpose, to save men, and singing the same song of 
praise to him who has taught us all to pray the same prayer, “Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” [Applause.] 


Tue Presipine Bisnop. I will ask you to change your positions for 
a moment while we shall have singing led by Brother Lorenz. You 
will please stand and sing “Onward, Christian soldiers, marching as 
to war.” 

Tue Presiping Bisuop. I now have the privilege of introducing to 
you a man very well known throughout our denomination, and very 
well known throughout the State of Kansas. I refer to Hon. Matt 
Edmonds. He was born in England, and I believe this accounts for 
something of that warm, ardent, fighting temperament that is so man- 
ifest in him. J mean in a very good sense that word “fighting tem- 
perament.” He spent his boyhood near Chicago, Illinois, came to 
the State of Kansas when a mere child, and has been identified with 
the State in its struggles up to the present time. He has served a 
number of terms in the legislature and in the senate of this State, 
and has always taken a stand for principles of righteousness and 
better legislation. It was my privilege some two or three weeks ago 
to be dining at a place where there were some gentlemen of distinc- 
tion eating at the same table, and they had occasion to mention his 
name. Of course, I was all ears at that time, but everything said of 
him was very commendable. I was satisfied, of course, to hold my 
peace and listen, for I had nothing to ventilate on that line. 

I suppose a man loves his native country whether he was born there 
or not. [Applause.] I suppose Brother Edmonds loves old England, 
but I am sure his long residence here has made this country very dear 
to him. When I have listened to him in several General Conferences, 
of which he has been a member, I thought I have had a clue to why 
you have cyclones here in Kansas. I think he never addressed our 
body but we have had a very cyclone. As you will remember, at 
the last General Conference, when he made his plea for this asso- 
ciation to be held in the capital of this State, he turned the Conference 
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into a very cyclone. I now have the pleasure of introducing to you 
Hon. Matt Edmonds. [Applause.] 


MR. EDMONDS’S ADDRESS OF WELCOME. 


Mr. CuHairMAN, Lapins AND GENTLEMEN, AND DHLEGATES TO THIS 
ConventTION: I never felt happier in my life than I do now that I 
am a Kansan. I never felt that I was in better company than I am 
now, and I am very glad that I have got a fair character, or the bishop 
would have told you all about it. I do not know where he got hold of 
so much of my history. [Bishop Castle. I have been on your trail.] 
But I am proud that I have been a citizen of Kansas, as he said, 
since it has been a territory. It has been an experience that has been 
worth a great deal to me—that I would not trade for any man’s expe- 
rience among the Alleghenies, or down East among the rocks that are 
there. When I travel East I generally travel by rail. I do not know 
very much about it; but I did camp a while at Frederick City, Mary- 
land, and I got quite familiar there with some things. I remember 
when I was a boy, I was in Indiana, and it is almost impossible for 
me to believe what I saw with my own eyes. To-day you folks call it 
a great State. You have got a great State and good government, I 
admit, but I remember when they threshed wheat out in Indiana with 
horses by going round in a circle, tramping it out. I believe they do 
that yet down in Egypt. I want to say this: I have never traveled 
afoot or by wagon in Indiana since, so I do not know how much they 
have changed, but I presume they have. In Kansas, in the early days, 
I can remember when we did not have a decent buggy, I believe, in 
the State. If there was one, I didenot see it. There was hardly a 
spring wagon, and I remember the first one that came into our family. 
My father lived down in Jefferson County, and some kind of a peddler 

‘came along in a spring wagon. Father had quite a little herd of 
horses—about twenty-five or thirty—but, having no buggy or single 
rig, none of them were broken to work single. Old Jenny would work ~ 
in a ring, but she was never broken to work to wagon, and would not 
work in anything else. When this change was made mother was away 
from home, and father waited until the day when she was on her re- 
turn, and he said to my brother Zech, “You hitch up old Jenny to 
that spring wagon and go and bring mother home; I know that she 
will be proud of this rig.” Well, Zech could not drive old Jenny, but 
he could lead her; so he started off, and when he got four miles from 
home he met mother, but before she got up close to him, he turned 
around and said, “Mother, you lead a while and let me ride.” [Great 
applause. | 

The Bishop says I am English. Well, I do not deny it. My father 
was English and so was my mother, but I was somewhat diverted. 

. The first couple that I ever knew to marry and come to Kansas to 

spend their honeymoon were English. They got married in England, 
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and took the first boat for America. This was twelve or fifteen years 
after I came to Kansas; and this couple landed in Jefferson County. 
They wore better clothes than we did, and they thought they were 
somebody, as they were from ‘England, and the lady talked about our 
facilities, our churches, and our opportunities for church and wor- 
ship. Of course, we did not have any churches; we worshiped in the 
schoolhouse, and it was the teacher’s place to keep it swept out. He 
did not like to sweep it out on Friday night to benefit the church 
people, and we did not sweep it out for him, and this English lady 
found a great deal of fault with the meeting-house. She said we were 
uncivilized and uncultured. “Well,” says I, “you ought to have been 
here when I first came to Kansas, when we had to lariat the children 
on Sunday morning to put clean shirts on them.” 

But there is something about our education in Kansas that is re- 
markable. You may talk about going to colleges and schools. Of 
course we did not have them here in that early day, but we had one 
of the best schools to try what kind of stuff we were made of that you 
have anywhere in the United States.. We had the drouth in 1860, 
and, like that writing that was on the wall, one debt of gratitude we 
owe to the soldier and another we owe to you people down East who 
took care of us through the year of 1860 and helped us to bridge over: 
We were thinned out considerably. As I said, it was a school. A 
great many went back East for you to feed, but those who stayed here, 
you also fed. Then we had the grasshopper year. That was more 
trying than the other; and yet you helped us some at that time. This 
tried men’s hearts again as to what kind of stuff they were made of. 
Thus they were thinned out again, and only the best were left here. 
[Great applause.] That is why I think we have got the best young 
men and the most heroic women. Our men here don’t all part their 
hair in the middle, nor the women on the side, but I think we have 
got the best to be found anywhere, because they have been tried. There 
have been times since then here in Kansas that we have built and pros- 
pered. I don’t want to say too much about Kansas, because I am too 
modest for that [laughter], but there has been a time when we built 
three schoolhouses and a half on an average a day, and to-day they 
are dotted all over the State, and churches also. Where we were 
bankrupt then, we have plenty of money now. 

I went down to Boston to the Christian Endeavor Convention, and 
the people watched me when they found out I was from Kansas. 
[Great applause.] There was one lady and a young man, the day the 
different churches met, and had a kind of rally, who asked that I say 
something about Kansas. I never said anything bad about Kansas, 
and it did not make any difference where I was. The lady sent the 
young man to me as soon as I took my seat, and she wanted to in- 
terview me. She said, “I understand you are from Kansas?’ I said, 
“Yes, ma’am.” “You see,” she said, “I have some bonds out there, 
and I thought perhaps you could tell me whether they are good or 
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not.” When I found out where they were located, I had my serious 
doubts. While I could tell her the truth about Kansas, I did not like 
to tell her the truth about her bonds; but to-day we have got $100,- 
000,000 in the banks, and if you folks get hard up down East we can 
help you out. 

I am glad to see you boys this evening, and I know I have got to 
be a little bit careful how I talk. Now it did not make any difference 
when I was down there at Frederick. I-was talking then to bring 
you here, but I have got you here, and there is nothing gives me 
greater pleasure than to welcome you to this great commonwealth of 
Kansas. I do not think I over-estimated anything, and you will say 
when you go home I did not tell you half. a 

- One of these men from down in Pennsylvania, who has been josh- 
ing me a little, says he struck a place in Kansas where they still have ~ 
horse-cars, but he said they were running them with mules. I think 
that he wandered off down here in southwest Missouri somewhere; 
he wasn’t in Kansas at all. [Great applause.] He got into some 
place like that little girl had her suspicions about. She knelt down 
to pray, one evening, as she had been taught, and when she got through 
with her prayers she bid the Lord good-by for ten days. “Why,” said 
her mother, “Katie, what do you mean by bidding the Lord good-by for 
ten days?” “Why,” said she, “ain’t we going to Missouri to-morrow?” 
[Great applause. ] 

T am glad the governor gave you a right good talk, and Dr. Sheldon 
gave you one also. When you are up in the Capitol Building go into 
the agricultural office and see what Dr. Sheldon said he would do if 
he were a farmer. I have read “In His Steps” and other things, but 
T read his address there before the State Agricultural Board telling 
about what he would do if he were a farmer. I was very much de- 
_ lighted with it, but it is a good thing for Dr. Sheldon that he did not 
have to put it into practice. [Great applause. ] 

I want to thank you folks of the East for coming here to Kansas. 
T am satisfied that when you go home you will know a great deal more, © 
and that you will be healthier after you enjoy the climate here. I 
believe I did promise you at Frederick that you could stay here if you 
wanted to; and if any of you wanted to leave here, and would not 
stay, that if you did not have money enough to get away that we 
would furnish it for you. I do not believe we will have to furnish any 
money for anybody to get away. Some of you are going to. locate 
here, and all of you are going to talk of Kansas, and I believe that you 
will all speak well of her. I believe that Kansas will get the best ad- 
vertising that she has had since she has been a State, and it comes at a 
time really when she don’t need it. [Great applause.] Kansas is 
about self-sustaining. [Applause.] We have got fuel, we have got 
oil, we have got wheat, we have got corn, we have got plenty of money, 
and we have got good roads here. We don’t have to macadamize like 
you do down East. There is nothing gives me greater pleasure than 
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to enjoy this visit with you, because I have been associated with you 
now these last four General Conferences, and my acquaintance with 
many of you has been very pleasant. I believe my association with 
the General Conference and your coming to Kansas is going to add 
ten years to my life. [Applause.] 

One more thought, then I am going to stop. P. T. Barnum, you 
will remember, contracted with Jenny Lind to give some one hundred 
concerts in this country. He had her well advertised, and he had 
New York all excited about Jenny Lind. What would he do when 
she came here? In London he had a large arch built, “Welcome, 
Jenny Lind,” and the place was crowded with people. We have not 
built an arch here, but we have built one in our hearts. Every Kansas 
man who comes in contact with this Conference will form an arch 
in his heart, and it is written there, “Welcome to this General Con- 
ference.” [Applause.] 

One more thought, then I am done. [Applause.] Along in the 
afternoon P. T. Barnum went down to the room in the hotel to visit 
Jenny Lind. Well, like those people across the water, it would not 
be courtesy if they did not set out a bottle of wine. She set it out, 
and she drank the wine and P. T. Barnum drank water. Now if you 
invite any of us to your room, and to your quarters here in Topeka, 
and you have brought some wine from down East, we will have to de- 
cline and drink water. [Great applause.] 


THe Presipine BisHop. We now have the pleasure of introducing | 
to you our pastor, T. D. Crites, who has been in Kansas almost all his 
life. From childhood he has been a resident of this State, and for 
twelve years he has been the very efficient pastor of our church. He 
has always been a delight to the people whom he has served, and as 
the pastor of our church in this city will have some words of welcome 
for you. 


ADDRESS OF WELCOME FROM PASTOR T. D. CRITES. 


Mr. CuarrMan, Broruers AND SisTeRS AND Frrenps: The bishop has 
said that I have been a good many years in Kansas, almost all my life, 
but my beginning in Kansas was just a few years after the time that 
Brother Edmonds speaks about their having to catch the boys and 
girls on Sunday morning. 

I have been so busy with the commissary department of this Gen- 
eral Conference during the last two days that it has been almost im- 
possible for me to gather thoughts together and be in anything like 
form to speak to you here to-night. I have jotted down a few things 
here on paper, and I will give you these. 

This is an occasion which the local church in this city has been 
anticipating for four years. It has often been the subject of our ton- 
versation and the burden of our prayers. We have recognized and in 
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some measure at least appreciated the honor that is being conferred 
upon us by your presence in the city at this time. It has not been 
without some trepidation that we have thought and planned for your 
coming’; not that we expected you would in any way be exacting, 
unreasonable, or complaining of our treatment of you, but rather on 
account of our inability to entertain and provide for you in a man- 
ner characteristic of generous, big-hearted Kansas people. But since 
I have listened to the words of welcome of those who have spoken to 
you to-night, my own heart is encouraged. I am sure that you, dear 
brethren, delegates, and visitors, who have traveled many miles that 
you might honor us and our fair city with your presence for ten days, 
are well worthy of the hearty welcome that has been accorded you by 
our esteemed governor of the State of Kansas, by my distinguished 
fellow-pastor, Dr. Charles M. Sheldon, as also by our mutual, jolly, 
great-hearted, English brother from McLouth, through whose influ- 
ence in the last General Conference at Frederick City, Maryland, in 
large measure accounts for your presence in our city to-night. 

What more can I say to you than these distinguished gentlemen 
have already said? How may you feel more welcome to our State and 
capital city than you now feel? My vocabulary is insufficient to ex- . 
press to you any sentiment of my heart—and it is full—that could 
make you feel more welcome than you already feel. I have a pre- 
sentiment that is rapidly crystallizing into a positive conviction that 
it is not my words so much as my deeds that must prove to you your 
welcome by myself and the local church. 

I have had some experiences, not at all unpleasant, during the last 
few months, while arranging for your coming. For several weeks I 
have been a much sought for individual. J have been convinced that 
I was a very popular and much-beloved brother by many of you. 
[Applause.] I have drawn such a conclusion from the number of 
rose-tinted epistles that you have sent me concerning many things 
during the last few months. I have tried to answer every letter of 
inquiry as courteously as I could. If the answer to that particular 
letter you sent me never reached you, please charge it up to the care- 
lessness of Uncle Sam’s mail clerks, and we will be the better friends 
for such a disposition of the matter. 

As pastor of the local church and chairman of the entertainment 
committee I have tried my best to secure the entire city for you. I 
well knew that, choice as are Kansas men and Kansas institutions, 
we had nothing too good for you, and I was assured that you 
good people would not hesitate to accept any number of good things 
that I might be able to procure for you. Through years of personal 
acquaintance with Governor Hoch I was able to secure him for you 
to-night, and his office-building, the State House, is yours for the 
next ten days. But I must lay this injunction upon you right now— 
you dare not attempt to steal away our governor, for we need just such 
men as Mr. Hoch for governors out here in Kansas. Governor Hoch 
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has been kind enough to-night to redeem the only campaign pledge, 
to my personal knowledge, that he made while out touring the State 
after his nomination for goyernor. One morning during that time, 
while on a train running out of Topeka, I met Mr. Hoch. In the 
course of our conversation I asked him if he would make an address 
on this occasion, contingent, of course, on his being elected governor 
of the State. I was out after a governor. He answered me that if 
elected he would be delighted to speak to you to-night. When a few 
weeks ago I mentioned the fact to him, strange to say the incident 
and promise, like many campaign pledges, had almost been forgotten. 
[Applause.] With you to-night I am glad the governor has redeemed 
his pledge. 

I was able to secure for you to-night Topeka’s most distinguished 
author-preacher, Dr. Charles M. Sheldon, who has in his characteristic 
way welcomed you to the city. The committee secured the presence 
on this platform of Hon. Matt Edmonds, of McLouth, who has spoken 
to you to-night; and I would have been glad had he verified the prom- 
ise that was made by him at Frederick City, Maryland, when asking 
’ for the General Conference in Topeka—that he would furnish a car- 
load of fat steers for the delegates. We are glad that he is here, but 
rather sorry that he left the fat cattle at home. 

So I say the governor of our State, the Capitol Building, this splen- 
did Auditorium, the hotels of the city, many of the private homes, 
the street railway, the business concerns, the exhilarating atmosphere, 
the gentle zephyrs, all are yours. The entire city is yours; you may 
have it all, so far as I am concerned, for I don’t own a foot of it. 

You will be reminded often while here that you are away out in 
Kansas, not because of the presence of anything running wild, unless 
you get lost, but because you will be compelled to recognize that 
Kansas is the best State in the Union, except, of course, in your opin- 
ion, the State you came from. Be it remembered by you that Kansas 
is the State of which Bishop McCabe said, “Kansas is the most Chris- 
tian commonwealth in the Union”; and by our own governor is de- 
nominated the “juicy meat of the great American sandwich.” 

The very style of architecture of the Capitol Building, in which 
your session will be held, will daily suggest to you the aspirations of 
Kansas after greatness and a desire to excel. In the history of archi- 
tecture from the early times it is to be observed that in the planning 
of public buildings the columns of Roman and Grecian periods 
have been retained, while in the matter of a dome and spire there has 
been a decided change and progress.. When the dome first appeared 
on public buildings it was merely a convex covering of the building 
proper. Afterwards the dome was lifted one story above the main 
structure, then later two stories; such is the national Capitol at Wash- 
ington. But as civilization forged westward and crossed into Kansas, 
and the time came to put into solid form the Kansas idea of being 
at the head of the procession, our State House was built with three 
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stories above the main building and the dome towering above. So 
Kansas buildings and Kansas men and women seek to reach the stars, 
even though it be through difficulty. 

We welcome you to-night to our churches, to our city, and to our 
State. We are anxious that you cultivate a close acquaintance with 
our history, our institutions, and our men and women of the pro- 
fessions and affairs, so that when you return to your far-away homes 
you may speak a good word for Kansas and her people. Those of you 
who go no further west in the State than this city will have a very 
inadequate conception of our great State with its wide stretches of 
tilled acres and pasture lands. The great grain fields and grazing 
tracts lie to the westward, the mineral wealth of the State to the south 
and southwest, the natural gas and oil to the south and southeast. 
It must be remembered that Kansas is four hundred miles in extent 
from east to west, and that those living on the western line are 
twenty-eight hundred feet nearer heaven than those at Kansas City, 
Kansas. We are a little farther removed from perdition here than at 
Kansas City. 

We of Topeka are determined to do the very best we can for you. 
We want to satisfy you and make you comfortable. If we run out of 
supplies with which to feed you we will telegraph for a few carloads 
and have the stuff delivered on the next train. If our salt of hospi- 
tality loses its savor we will send out to our great salt fields at Hutch- 
inson for a fresh supply. Should the machinery of the Conference 
get creaky and need lubrication we will pipe in some Kansas crude 
oil; not Standard oil, but Kansas oil. [Applause.] Supposing a 
condition to exist that is almost beyond the range of supposition— 
that the Conference should run short on natural gas, we will rush the 
laying of the pipes that are to bring in the supply, that there may be 
a sufficiency. [Applause.] We want you to enjoy all that there is in 
Kansas. We have sent in a special order for good weather; and when 
Kansas weather is good it is exceptionally good, but. when it is bad it 
is sometimes exceedingly bad. We wish we had the power to make the 
entire commonwealth contribute to your pleasure. 

I was not a little concerned a few weeks ago when it seemed ap- 
parent that you were going to be faced with a strong—I lay em- 
phasis on strong—temptation when you arrived in our fair city; but 
thanks to an aroused public conscience, awakened public officials, and 
the emphatic word of our governor, I have the pleasure to welcome 
you to-night to a jointless town, where liquor-selling is a crime, and 
the man who handles it considered an outlaw. 

Out of the kindness of my heart for you, there are a few things 
against which I should warn you who come from the East. The cli- 
mate of Kansas is very remarkable. The wind will put a beautiful 
nut-brown color on your face, and take the long brown taste out of 
your mouth, and give you such an appetite, joined with an almost ir- 
resistible desire to sleep, as you never experienced in any other State. 
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A delegate who has been here for a week bears testimony, and says 
that she never ate and slept so much in her life before. Now here is 
the caution: Too much inclination to sleep would interfere with the 
business of the Conference for which you are here; therefore—the 
ladies who entertain have hired me to make this statement—don’t eat 
overmuch, for that produces oversleep in Kansas, and hence inter- 
feres with business. : 

Topeka esteems it an honor indeed to entertain you for a fort- 
night. Topeka people appreciate the fact that you have selected their 
city in which to hold the Twenty-Fourth General Conference, the 
only time it has gone west of the Missouri River. Thrice welcome are 
you to our institutions, our churches, and our homes. We bring 
the choicest and most fragrant bouquets of our hearts’ affections and 
lay them at your feet to-night. We have met you and we are yours. 
We make an unconditional surrender of our all to you during your 
stay with us. May God’s blessing be upon you while you are here. 


Tue Presipinc BisHor. I will state that two very distinguished 
ministers have been selected to respond to these addresses of wel- 
come, but before we hear these we will stand and sing, which will be 
restful to you. You will want to hear the responses, I am sure, on 
the part of the Conference. 

Following the song the presiding bishop said: The first response 
will be by the Rev. Mr. Gabel, member of the Eastern Pennsylvania 
Conference, who has had long standing with that conference. He is 
one of its presiding elders, and has been a distinguished leader in the 
conference. He stands in very great favor with his people. Several 
years ago when I was in the city of Washington, the conference had 
an excursion over the city, and I incidentally and‘amusingly heard 
that our brother was mistaken for Ex-President Grover Cleveland. 
You must be the judges at to whether there was any just conclusion 
of that kind, or whether there was any justice in the conclusion 
reached, any resemblance between this brother and the Ex-President. 


RESPONSE TO ADDRESS OF WELCOME BY REY. H. 8S. GABEL. 


Mr. CuairMan, Lapies AND GENTLEMEN: We are too proud spirited 
not to appreciate an introduction like that. Current literature gives 
it that Prof. Samuel J. Langley, whose solar researches have made 
him quite famous, even before his experiments in aerial navigation, 
made the startling announcement that the light and the sun, or the 
light and heat of the sun, are variable, and there are instruments Tate 
existence to even measure these variations, and that there is a threat- 
ening danger that the sun may cool off and all things become cool. 
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I was just thinking to-night if that be true what would become of 
Kansas? [Great applause.] As I entered this great State of Kansas 
I was convicted or convinced that the conclusions of this great scien- 
tist are not quite true. When I saw the broad acres, with their splen- 
did growth, giving great promise of an abundant yield, and all their 
verdure and bloom, and then heard these addresses, it makes me feel 
that Kansas must be the real center of the universe. Then the spirit 
of this meeting does not give any evidence at all that things are 
cooling off. It is really warm here to-night; in fact, there seems to 
be “a hot time in the old town to-night.” But this is true, Mr. Chair- 
man—vwe need a central orb; we need it just as we need a center to the 
solar system to give us light and heat, for we could not live in Kansas 
without the sun. This makes the world possible as a place of habita- 
tion. We need a central orb, men who blaze the way, who dis- 
seminate life, projected with hearts of propelling conviction, giving 
true sympathy and power. Therefore, we are glad to come to this 
great State of Kansas and to look into the face of its chief executive, 
a man who has edited a paper and who has set type in a printing- 
office. A man who has done work of that kind, and been called by 
the united voice of this great commonwealth into its highest office, it 
is no wonder that he stands where we find him to-night. This man, 
the chief executive, stands higher than Standard Oil [applause], 
and is the central orb that disseminates the light of truth, and has a 
higher trust than money and monopoly. He travels a road’ that is not 
influenced by the rebate.derived from crooked railroads. [Laughter.] 
It is cheering to come into this State of Kansas, to meet its great and 
good governor, and to hear the words that have been spoken by him 
here to-night, standing as he does above the power of the whisky 
traffic. I never heard of such a thing before, Mr. Chairman; I never 
heard the like before. Here is a man who believes in the salvation of 
the drunkard, if you have drunkards in Kansas, and who stands for 
the principle of throttling this terrible monster, not only to save the 
drunkard, but to send the whisky traffic to the lowest hell, where it be- 
longs. [Applause.] We are cheered to come into such a presence; 
we are cheered to be illuminated by such a central orb; we believe in 
such men to blaze the way of truth up into a higher civic righteous- 
ness and power. Just as the sunflower of this grand State and com- 
monwealth of Kansas turns its smiling face to the sun, so are honest, 
true Pennsylvania Dutch faces turned towards this State of Kansas, 
and with this particular fascination we have turned this way, 
and are glad we are here to-night. [Applause.] We are also glad to 
be welcomed into Dr. Sheldon’s city; we are glad to have seen him 
and are thankful for his words of greeting. We are glad for the 
great principles he has announced as an author, and again repeated 
to-night, that the true ideal of life is man to help man and not man 
against man. It is delightful to have these kindly greetings from 
this eminent gentleman whose personal sympathies are with those 
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engaged in the work of righteousness, and whose life stands con- 
spicuous and strong before the people for justice and piety. His 
heart represents that power ‘from which the conservative elements 
come, that which makes society; which makes it safe for communi- 
ties to exist, and from which come the facts of purity, the powers of 
purity and of peace and justice and happiness. My heart was filled 
to-night when it was emphasized from the Word of God that these are 
the principles that insure, and that will still enlarge and still extend. 

It is said of the German chancellor, Prince Hohenlohe, when look- 
ing upon the strifes and the greed of mankind, that he became 
alarmed at the condition of affairs, and called in a number of scholars 
of the German empire recognized for learning and scholarship and 
counseled with them. He was alarmed because of the state of affairs. 
But, ah! my dear friends, not to science, not to scholarship, not to in- 
vention, not to any of these noble developments of ours must we look 
for deliverance, but to the Wotd of God. To the men standing in 
true faith upon the evidences of its powers, administering the affairs 
of church and state, must we look for deliverance. Our hearts are 
enlarged and our faith in mankind renewed as we enjoy breathing in 
the words from these eminent gentlemen here to-night. An impetus 
of enthusiasm was brought to us in the-address of our good Senator 
Edmonds that swells our hearts and thrills us to higher action. 

I have the honor of representing a part of the Church which had a 
share in the successes of the noble history of this denomination, that 
had a share in the discharge of our missionary debt, in the paying of 
the college debts, in the founding of schools and the building of new 
churches. J am glad to represent that section of the church that has 
had a share in that part of the work of this denomination, but our 
work is not done. The very fact of these things gives to us an outlook 
for larger things to-day; and, as was well said by our good bishop this 
afternoon, we mean to go higher, and onward. ; 

Some years since, in the city of New York, in a tenement district, 
there occurred a wonderful fire. A great multitude came, and it 
was thought that all the inmates had been rescued, but presently at 
the fifth story there was seen a child crying for help. Instantly the 
extension ladder was thrown up to that window and a courageous 
fireman went up to the second and third floors, enveloped in heat and 
smoke, and on to the fourth story, where there shot forth a vast sheet 
of flame. He paused a moment to see whether it were possible to go 
through that flame to deliver the child. The multitude below, in an 
agony of suspense, was looking on that scene, and it occurred to one 
that he needed encouragement, and he called out, “Cheer him! cheer 
him!” and a mighty cheer arose from the throats of the crowd that 
made the very atmosphere vibrate. Up went the fireman, and in an 
asbestos blanket. he wrapped the form of the child and came down. 
His beard and his hair were burned off, but he delivered the child 
into its mother’s arms. The cheer, the impetus of enthusiasm, we 
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mean to say, caused by the cheer of that great multitude, conquered 
on that occasion. Friends, your great cheer, the spirit and the 
anxiety and the earnestness and the interest of it, shall enthuse us to 
better work, even out in Eastern Pennsylvania, for the rescuing of 
mankind. Much has been done during the last quadrennium; we trust 
that in the coming one the work of evangelism shall be emphasized. 
We want to save men. We want to go through danger, if that need be, 
and with the spirit of enthusiasm, and by the command of God, save 
men who are not only in danger of the loss of body, but of eternal 
ruin. 

We thank Brother Crites for every preparation he has made, and 
for the masterly way in which he has handled this convention, down to 
the last detail. We are glad, contented, and happy. 

You will pardon a personal reference, and then I am through. Why 
should I not be glad to come to the State of Kansas? In this soil 
rests the dust of a faithful father and a loving mother; and about 
four weeks ago the form of a pure, devoted sister was consigned to 
the earth, one who seemed so anxious about our best and highest 
good, and who was known as a sister of prayer. It is in this State, 
in the city of Holton, where my brothers and sisters live, they with 
whom we played and romped, with whom the sweetest days of life 
were spent, where we knew no tears or sorrow, when everything 
seemed balmy and bright in our lives, and the flowers were always 
blooming and the sun was always shining. It is here in Kansas I 
have a daughter living with two darling babies who had their hearts 
around my heart long before they had placed their tiny arms around 
my neck. 

We thank you again, gentlemen; we thank you for this cordial wel- 
come. [Great applause. ] 


Tur Presipinc Bisnor. Once more, and last but not least, I have 
the pleasure of introducing to you our Brother T. C. Carter, from the 
South, a member of the West Tennessee Conference. He is distin- 
guished as a lecturer, and has electrified thousands of people on some 
of the popular platforms of this country. I now introduce to you the 
Daniel Webster of the South. [Great applause. ] 


DR. CARTER’S RESPONSIVE ADDRESS. 


Mr. CuairMAN, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN: In appearing before you 
at. the lateness of this hour, and after the excellent addresses to 
which you have listened, I feel almost begging for words in which to 
express the gratitude which I feel for the hearty welcome which has 
been extended to us at this time. I think I never coveted the gift of 
human speech as I covet it now. As I listened to the eloquent gov- 
ernor of the State, and to this distinguished author of your city, and 
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also to our popular pastor, I wished again and again that I had the 
intellectual versatility of one of your Western lawyers. Once in a 
hotly-contested lawsuit, an old lawyer was pitted against a young, bril- 
liant lawyer of great classic learning, who hurled whole reams of Latin 
at his opponent. When the old lawyer arose to speak, he said to the 
men who sat before him: “Gentlemen of the jury, I, too, am a Latin 
scholar. I have romped with Romulus, I have skipped with Skippio, 
I have kicked with Cicero, I have ripped with Euripides, I have socked 
with Socrates, I have canted with Cantharides, and if it pleases the- 
court to try this case in an unknow tongue, if this jury is prepared to 
listen to a speech in an unknown tongue, I will stand here until time 
is unknown and plead for this cause, and gain this lawsuit, if I have 
to exhaust every syllable of the Latin language in order to accom- 
plish it.” [Great applause. ] 

Now in this country, where everybody makes speeches [applause], 
and where speaking is supposed to be contagious, and men are sup- 
posed to take it as you take the measles, and, like that malady, you 
can never tell when or how badly they are going to break out, so it is 
expected at this late hour that there may be this sudden eruption in 
my case. 

In coming to Kansas we were prepared to expect great things. 
Senator Edmonds had prepared us four years ago to expect great 
things. He told us in that eloquent address at that General Confer- 
ence of the advantages of this State, that its soil was the richest, 
its climate the most salubrious, its men the most enterprising, its 
women the most beautiful, its children the most docile, its horses the 
fastest, its cattle the biggest, its sheep the wooliest, its hogs the fat- 
test, its cyclones the most quiet, its blizzards the warmest, its past 
the most glorious, its present the grandest, and its future the most 
prophetic. We were prepared for almost everything in coming to 
Kansas. We were certainly. prepared and are overwhelmingly con- 
vineed to-night of the truthfulness of one statement of Pastor 
Crites; he need not have stated it. We are all convinced of the pres- 
ence in Kansas of natural gas. [Great applause.] I think you have 
everything in Kansas that you need, that I have heard of, except 
one that is useful. A railroad man told me as I journeyed hither 
that some time a go a man in an automobile was flying out through 
the country on one of these beautiful roads, when suddenly his auto- 
mobile began balking. He got out of it to see what was the matter, 
and found that a tap had become loose. He asked a farmer near by 
if he had a monkey-wrench. The farmer said, “You have got me.” 
[Laughter.] “But,” he continued, “just over here five miles Mr. 
Smith has a sheep ranch [laughter], and eight miles over that way 
Senator Edmonds has a cattle ranch [great laughter], but upon my 
word there is not a monkey ranch in this State.” [Great laughter 
and applause. | . 

You have overwhelmed us with these words of invitation and these 
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words of welcome. You have captured us with your hospitality, and 
T am glad indeed that the pastor of this city warned us against the 
danger of overeating while we are in your State. When I saw these 
pilgrims eating their first meal when they got here I was reminded 
of our Pilgrim fathers and their frugal meal on the rock-bound coast 
of New England, and I thought this was a case of repeated “Pilgrim’s 
Progress.” [Laughter.] 

Now, as the eloquent and distinguished governor of this State is 
a Methodist, I want to state that we hope to guard against a calamity 
that came to one of the bishops of his church on a similar occasion. 
They had a great evening dinner of turkey, roast beef, escalloped 
oysters and raw oysters, and all manner of succulents and sweetness 
upon the table. The distinguished bishop of the Methodist Church 
partook of all of these things that were spread before him until he 
came to mince pie. When the lady offered that, he said, “Excuse me; 
the doctor has forbidden me to eat mince pie.” Later, when the pie 
was passed again, he said, “I will take a little piece of your mince pie.” 
About one-third of a pie was given him, with a tumbler of sweet milk; 
both soon vanished from sight. Then he said, “That is extra nice 
mince pie; I guess I wall take another little slice.” He received an- 
other piece and some more milk, and that disappeared also. “Well,” 
he said, “that is regular New England mince pie; I will try another 
piece.” Another tumbler of milk and the other third of the pie was 
given him. In the midst of the night they called in the doctor to see 
him. The doctor, who worked with him until the dawning of the 
morning, said he thought he would die, and called in a preacher to 
talk with him. The preacher said, “Bishop, you have preached the 
gospel for a long time; I want to know if you are afraid to die?” He 
replied, “No, my brother, I am not afraid to die, but I would be aw- 
fully ashamed to die under the circumstances.” [Great laughter. ] 

Now you can see without my telling you that we are all glad to be 
here. There is a smile upon the faces of our bishops, and if you will 
look upon the countenance of these delegates you will discover some- 
thing upon each countenance that speaks more eloquently than human 
language can speak of the bliss that is in the heart of every delegate 
who has been so fortunate and so happy to reach the great State of 
Kansas. 

I think your State motto is the most appropriate of any of the 
State mottoes. It started through difficulty. Tf there is a State in the 
Union that has come up through difficulties, it has been the State of 
Kansas. I have seen you come up from the past out of the smoke of 
battle and the rage of passion, struggling against locusts that have 
swept your crops clean, struggling with grasshoppers, with cyclones, 
with every form of difficulty, and testing every moral question 
in the universe in the State of Kansas. I feel sure that the country- 
men who gathered in this State at the early day, and lived in the sod 
houses and built up such a civilization as you have here to-day, must 
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have been men of superior caliber, and I believe, with Senator Ed- 
monds, that the very best of them have been left. 

In regard to some of the matters that have made you great, I think 
that when you taxed yourselves the first time you only levied taxes 
upon Kansas for education, and your just taxes to-day are for educa- 
tion. There is no wonder that you have become a great State. When 
I look at the fact that you have uplifted women in the State of 
Kansas, and have set an example for every State in this Union in re- 
gard to woman’s privileges; when I find that women cannot mortgage 
away their homes in this State for the bad debts of their husbands, 
that woman has a right to all the privileges of promotion in this 
State, I feel that in that regard Kansas stands at the very first. 

And then I congratulate you on your stand for temperance. I 
think, however, when you claim that all the temperance sentiment is 
in Kansas that you make a terribly large statement even for Kansas. 
[Laughter.] A minister from Toledo, Ohio, told me to-night at the 
table of a man walking out of Bowling Green, Ohio, who said he 
could whip any man in town. Nobody responded. He said, “I ean 
whip any man in the township.” Nobody responded. Then he said, 
“YT can whip any man—I ean lick any man in the county.” He had 
no more than said it until he was knocked a double somersault by a 
man, and as he’ got up, slightly disfigured from the struggle, a friend 
said to him, “You seem to have encrouched upon too much territory.” 
[Laughter.] Now in regard to this temperance sentiment, I am glad 
to say to you and the governor of the State, and to you who have 
struggled in Kansas, that down in Georgia, from which State some 
_ of our delegates come, that out of one hundred and thirty-seven coun- 
ties, one hundred and fifteen of them have gone utterly dry, and you 
cannot even buy Peruna down there. In the grand old State of Ken- 
tucky, which I believe is the native State of this eloquent governor, I 
traveled over whole counties where there is not a drop of strong drink 
distilled, and where not one drop of it is sold. Sam Jones says these 
Kentuckians are the greatest, most law-abiding people on earth, until 
they get some of that old liquor in them. He said, “Give three drops 
of Bourbon whisky to a rabbit, and he will spit in any bull dog’s face 
on the topside of earth.” Kentucky has determined to take that temp- 
tation away from her brave men. In Iowa—we have delegates from 
that wonderful State where they have a good law on temperance. 
When they were trying to carry that State for temperance, a lawyer 
went out to plead against passing the legislation. He said in a great 
county gathering, “Suppose you do away with distilleries in this 
State, and the strong drink in this State, what will you do with your 
corn?” A stentorian voice answered out in the audience, “I will tell 
you what we will do; we will have more hogs and less hell ou here.” 
[Applause.] The great State of Tennessee, from which I come, has 
only seven towns in the whole State where strong drink can to-day.be 
sold, and; in addition to that, we have made it a penitentiary offense to 
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manufacture or sell cigarets in the State. [Applause.] We are 
pretty poor in that State, but we have given a medal in the public 
schools of the State for the greatest eloquence. We have determined 
to build men in the:South of the very highest type, in spite of the 
difficulties and struggles through which we have passed in the not 
distant past. There never was a time, my brethren, when such fel- 
lowship, when such unity of purpose in the protest against the evils 
which have been spoken of to-night, is so much needed in this land 
as to-day. Scientific infidelity has assailéd this country, and Mor- 
monism is rampant. One million feet are pressing the gangways of 
New York every year, almost crowding into this country, to foreign- 
ize this mighty nation of ours. Listen to that awful drum-beat of 
invasion that is coming to our shores. We need Americanism of the 
highest type, and I believe we can congratulate ourselves as represent- 
ing the grandest Americanism of the whole United States. When you 
talk about walking out on the old picket line of moral reform, and of 
conquering the ramparts of evil in this country, you never enter- 
tained a body of men and women of purer courage, and on all moral 
lines, than you are entertaining at this hour. [Applause.] You have 
offered us your best and we have brought to you our best. I pledge 
you, good people of Topeka, and of Kansas, that we can stand as 
much good treatment as any similar class of conventionists as ever 
met in your city. 


Tue Presipixe BisHop. With one stanza of song, we will close our 
services for the night. 
The evening service closed with No. 113, “I want to be a worker.” 


SECOND DAY—MORNING SESSION. 


Fripay, May 12, 1905. 

CoNFERENCE convened at 8:00 A. M., Bishop Kephart presiding. 

Rev. J. E. Shannon, of White River Conference, conducted the de- 
votional services and Professor Lorenz the singing. The song “No, 
Not One” was followed with prayers by Rev. W. F. Parker, of St. 
Joseph Conference, and Rev. J. S. Kendall, of East Ohio Conference. 
This was followed by the song, “At the Cross.” Prayers were then 
’ made by Revs. J. L. Brandenburg, C. W. Recard, and W. Z. Roberts. 
After singing “Wonderful love of Jesus,” and prayers by Revs. J. W. 
Lake, of St. Joseph Conference, and F. P. Rosselot, of Sandusky 
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Conference, the leader read from the fourth chapter of Ephesians, 
and closed the devotional services with a short prayer. 

Presipine Bisnor E. B. Keruart. By special request, the roll this 
morning will be called by conferences. The secretary desires it done 
in this way, in order that he may be able to locate the different con- 
ferences. The roll will so be called. 

Secretary Snyder then called the roll as certified by the several 
conference boards of tellers: 


Allegheny—Ministerial, W. R. Funk, S. W. Keister, J. I. L. Ress- 
ler, S. S. Hough, L. W. Stahl, G. W. Sherrick. Lay, Albert Keister, 
G. H. Miller, M. D., John Thomas, A. E. Roose, M. D., Hon. E. D. 
Miller, C. E. Mullin. 

Arkansas Valley—Ministerial, W. L. Hinshaw, J. R. Harner. Lay, 
W. C. Guyer, D. D. White. 

Californna—Ministerial, J. L. Parks. Lay, Mark Keppel. 

Colorado—Ministerial, L. S. Cornell. Lay, E. N. Richards. 

Columbia River—Ministerial, W. R. Lloyd. Lay, D. C. Whiting. 

Des Moines—Ministerial, George Miller, W. F. Cronk, E. W. Cur- 
tis, G. O. Porter. Lay, Mrs. A. M. Rinehart, W. E. Burgess, John 
Shambaugh, Ed. VanCleve. 

East Nebraska—Ministerial, W. E. Schell, C. S. Long, W. M. Bus- 
well. Lay, Mrs. W. E. Schell, S. C. Caldwell, N. A. Dean. 

East Ohio—Ministerial, D. W. Sprinkle, J. D. Wyandt, C. W. 
~Recard, W. O. Siffert, J. S. Kendall. Lay, A. A. Moore, J. M. Cogan, 
W. E. Airhart, W..G. Lowe, J. U. Bair. 

Eastern Pennsylvania—Ministerial, D. D. Lowery, H. S. Gabel, 
C. I. B. Brane, J. H. Albright, H. U. Roop, M. J. Mumma. Lay, 
E. Benjamin Bierman, T. G. Spangler, D. A. Peters, H. J. Roop, 
B. H. Engle, J. G. Stehman. 

East Tennessee—Ministerial, S. W. Paul, D. P. Baker. Lay, W. C. 
Keezel, O. S. Money. 

Hrie—Ministerial, R. J. White, I. Bennehoff, N. J. McIntyre. Lay, 
S. M. Love, D. Shaffer, Mrs. O. J. Gage. 

Georgia—Ministerial, I. W. Bearss. Lay, Miss Katie Booker, 

Germany—Ministerial, H. Barkemyer. Lay, F. Spiegel. 

Tllinois—Ministerial, V. W. Overton, A. Rigney. Lay, D. E. Donly, 
W. H. Haffner. 

Indiana—Ministerial, J. H. Walls, L. L. Schoonover, J. T. Hob- 
son, S. L. Todd, A. W. Arford. Lay, Henry Wright, R. J. Barr, 
Emma Craig, G. A. Hottell, E. W. Myers. 

Towa—Ministerial, V. A. Carlton, M. R. Drury, W.'T. Beatty. Lay, 
J. L. Drury, Mrs. Fred Geisler, E. R. Smith, M. D. 

Japan—Ministerial, A. T. Howard. 

_ Kentucky—Ministerial, Henry Craig. Lay, B. Lee. ’ 
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Louwtsiana—Ministerial, J. H. Patterson. Lay, Mrs. Anna Patter- 
son. 

Lower Wabash—Ministerial, J. B. Connett, J. L. Brandenburg, 
D. R. Sneff, J. B. Norviel, J. A. Hawkins. Lay, George Fredenber- 
ger, H. F. Brubaker, Mrs. Mary A. Garber, A. J. Cowden, Henry 
Weber. : 

Miami—Ministerial, P. M. Camp, H. H. Fout, C. J. Burkert, J. G. 
Huber, G. P. Macklin. Lay, E. 8S. Lorenz, Robert Cowden, S. E. 
Kumbler, J. C. Myers, Mrs. B. F. Witt. ; 

Michigan—Ministerial, Eli Good, W. D.. Stratton, H. H. Flory. 
Lay, G. W. Dillenbach, I. J. Bear, LeRoy Howard. 

Minnesota—Ministerial, W. W. Vine, H. Deal. Lay, F. M. Henry, 
Helen Gould. 

Missouri—Ministerial, D. L. Burger, H. J. Gunnels. Lay, Mrs. 
Sarah Fisher, C. M. Funk. 

Neosho—Ministerial, N. L. Vezie, G. H. Hinton, J. R. Chambers. 
Lay, J. M. Altaffer, R. H. Bennett, Ella J. Kirkpatrick. 

Northeast Kansas—Ministerial, J. B. Deever, J. H. Snyder, F. M. 
Testerman. Lay, Matt Edmonds, J. G. Porterfield, A. E. Wilson. 

Northern Illinois—Ministerial, H. W. Trueblood, C. A. Thorn, J. 
A. F. King. Lay, F. N. Munch, Alex Anderson, J. C. Peck. 
~ North Nebraska—Ministerial, A. A. Garner. Lay, F. E. Kerr. 

Northwest Kansas—Ministerial, E. R. Baber, W. H. Tasker, C. U. 
McKee. Lay, M. P. Miller, Mrs. Mary Mead, Mrs. Mattie Stoner. 

Ohio German—Ministerial, J. C. Bremer, G. Fritz. Lay, Eugene 
Schaeffer, C. F. Koch. 

Oklahoma—Ministerial, D. L. Doub, W. Wood. Lay, J. M. Hack- 
ett, J. H. Pool. 

Ontario—Ministerial, W. A. Robins, J. W. Schofield. Lay, Isaac 
Hilbarn, William Michner. 

Oregon—Ministerial, F. H. Neff, H. C. Shaffer. Lay, W. O. Zeig- 
ler, Mrs. Nannie A. Henkle. 

Pennsylvania—Ministerial, W. H. Washinger, A. R. Ayres, J. L. 
Grimm, A. B. Statton, G. D. Gossard, J. W. Kiracofe. Lay, W. A. 
Lutz, George A. Wolfe, S. F. Huber, G. C. Snyder, J. C. Heckert, 
George Spangler. 

Sandusky—Ministerial, W. O. Fries, J. W. Lilly, A. W. Ballinger, 
W. Z. Roberts, F. P. Rosselot, D. R. Miller. Lay, G. C. Williams, 
D. R. Stoker, A. H. Laughbaum, Charles Sage, S. W. Lott, J. B. 
Shatzer. 

Southeast Ohio—Ministerial, George Geiger, W. H. Wright, J. W. 
Willis, A. Orr, W. A. Smith. Lay, P. M. Streich, John Barnes, E. S. 
Neuding, F. B. Wright, John Hulitt. 

St. Joesph—Ministerial, J. W. Lake, W. F. Parker, W. M. Bell, 
J. Simons, A. M. Cummins. Lay, Mrs. Sue Richer, Mrs. J. W. Good- 
win, ©. L. Raymond, Jasper Goshard, Mrs. M. E. Sickafoose. 

Upper Wabash—Ministerial, R. M. Zuck, A. M. Snyder, W. E. 


75 


TWENTY-FOURTH GENERAL CONFERENCE 


Stanley, Elmer Mater. Lay, W. H. Cheadle, G. W. Mater, Lizzie 
Bronson, Ida Williams. 

Virginia—Ministerial, W. F. Gruber, A. S. Hammack, George P. 
Hott, A. P. Funkhouser, W. R. Berry. Lay, J. H. Ruebush, B. F. 
Gruver, J. A. Bell, H. B. Miller, J. N. Garber. 

West Africa—Ministerial, J. R. King. Lay, S. B. Caulker. 

West Nebraska—Ministerial, A. Boyd, W. O. Harper. Lay, A; P: 
Johnson, F. A. Burt. 

West Tennessee—Ministerial, F. M. Morgan. Lay, A. A. Grooms. 

West Virginia—Ministerial, OC. H. Cox, G. A. Davis, H. R. Hess, 
W. D. Herndon, William Slaughter. Lay, W. H. J ack, W. O. Mills, 
Miss Grace Warner, Mrs. A. J. Spencer, J. S. Davis. 

White River—Ministerial, J. T. Roberts, M. F. Dawson, J. E. 
Shannon, Alonzo Myer, A. C. Wilmore. Lay, W. W. Robins, A. J. 
Juday, S. Wertz, C. L. Gard, G. A. Lambert. 

Wisconsin—Ministerial, A. D. Whitney, J. A. Richardson. Lay, 
Mrs. Celina Richards, W. E. Gillingham. 


Dr. Funk called attention to the absence of John Thomas, of the 
Allegheny Conference, and Rev. I. Bennehoff, of the Erie Conference, 
and stated that Mrs. Gage, lay delegate from Erie Conference would 
not be present. 

Tue Preswine Bisuop. The reading of the minutes will be in 
order. 

The secretary read the minutes of the previous day’s session. 

THE Presipinc BisHop. You have heard the minutes. Are there 
any corrections or omissions? If not, the minutes stand approved. 

SrcreTary Snyper. I would like to say this as a matter of privi- 
lege, that I am not as young as I was when I first assumed this posi- 
tion, twenty years ago; my hearing is not as acute as it was then; and 
if I am guilty of any errors, I will take it graciously if you will cor- 
rect them. I want to do my best, as I have always tried to do. That 
is my rule, and I want to serve you in a way that may please you. 

THE Presipine Bisuor. Have you any miscellaneous business ? 

Rev. A. C. Wilmore, of White River Conference, called attention 
to some absentees from White River Conference, and the matter was 
referred to the Committee on Credentials. 

Dr. W. R. Funr. I would like to state that I have telegraphed for 
three hundred Disciplines. I make this statement because many of 
the brethren are asking for Disciplines; they will be here by to- 
morrow evening. s 

S. F. Huser, of Pennsylvania Conference. I would like to say that 
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there are brethren in this body who are fairly good looking. I make 
this statement because the markers placed by Colonel Cowden hide 
their faces. If they could be lowered down to the level of the chair, 
they would not hide the view of the persons from the stenographer, 
who cannot now see who speaks. 

Rev. W. H. Wasuincer, of Pennsylvania Conference. JI move that 
the delegates be seated according to the geographical location of the 
States of the Union, East and West, North and South. 

Tue Presipine Bisnop. If you have no further miscellaneous items 
—is the special Committee on Rules of Oorder ready to report? — 

Rev. D. R. Mitter, of Sandusky Conference. We are ready to re- 
port, and the secretary, Rev. A. P. Funkhouser, will read the report. 

Tue Presipine Bisuop. Will you hear that report? The report will 
be read. i 

Dr. Funs. Mr. Chairman, may I have this word in reference to 
these rules of order ? 

Tue Presipinc BisHop. Proceed. 

Dr. FunxK. I wish to say to the General Conference that there was 
no thought of presumption in the printing of former rules. The 
question has been asked by some one why they were printed before 
they came here. I answer very candidly, from an open heart, because 
it has been the custom to print them, with no thought of controlling 
these rules, and when the motion was made yesterday to revise them, 
I gladly seconded it, and I am sure I know nothing of what comes 
from the committee, and I am glad they have been reviewed. 

Tur Presiwinc Bisuor. The secretary of the committee will now 
please read. 

Rev. A. P. FunxHouser. Your Committee on Rules having care- 
fully considered the subject in hand, respectively recommend the 
rules of the last General Conference, with the amendments and addi- 
tions herewith contained. 


1. The Conference shall meet at 8:30 a. M. and 2:00 Pp. m., and 
adjourn on motion. 

2. The president shall take the chair precisely at the hour to which 
the Conference stood adjourned, and shall cause that a half hour’s 
devotional services be conducted each morning, and devotional serv- 
ices consisting of the reading of the Word of God, singing, and prayer 
be conducted each afternoon. 

3. When it is apparent to the president that a quorum is present 
(a majority shall constitute a quorum), he shall have the journal of 
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the previous day’s proceedings read and approved, and the business of 
the Conference shall be conducted in the following order: 

(1) For the first five days the roll of the conferences shall be called 
alphabetically, at which time petitions, memorials, appeals, and any 
business pertaining to the annual conferences shall be presented. 

(2) Reports—first of standing committees, then of special com- 
mittees. 

4. The president shall decide all points of order, subject to an ap- 
peal to the Conference; but in case of an appeal the question shall be 
taken without debate, except that the appellant may state the grounds 
of his appeal, and the chair may give the grounds of his decision. 

5. The bishops shall appoint all committees, unless otherwise 
specially ordered by the Conference. 

6. Resolutions shall be presented in writing by the mover, and all 
motions shall be submitted in writing when the president, secretary, 
or any two members require it. : 

7. When a report is presented and read by the secretary or stated 
by the president, or a resolution introduced and seconded, or a mo- 
tion made and seconded and stated by the chair, it shall be deemed in 
possession of the Conference. 

8. The motion to lay on the table, to take from the table, and the 
previous question shall be taken without debate. 

9. No new motion shall be entertained until the one under consid- 
eration has been disposed of, except it be one of the following, in 
which case it shall have precedence: 

(1) To fix the time to which the Conference shall adjourn. 

(2) To adjourn. 

(3) To take a recess. 

(4) To lay on the table. 

(5) For the previous question. 

(6) ‘To postpone to a given time. 

(7) To refer. 

(8) To substitute. 

(9) To amend. 

(10) To postpone indefinitely. 

10. A motion to amend an amendment shall always be in order. 
And a substitute for both amendments may be received, which substi- 
tute may be amended, and if the substitute be adopted, it shall operate 
as an amendment to the original proposition. 

11. Any member desiring to speak or present any matter to the 
Conference, shall rise and respectfully address the president, and an- 
nounce his name and conference, but shall not proceed until he is . 
properly recognized by the chair and his name announced by him, and 
on assigning the floor to any member the president shal] announce the 
name of the member and the conference he represents. 

12. No member shall be interrupted when speaking, except by the 
president to call him to order when he departs from the question or 
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uses offensive personalities or disrespectful language; but any mem- 
ber may call the attention of the president to the matter when he 
deems the speaker out of order, and a member may explain when he 
thinks himself misrepresented, the speaker retaining the floor. 

13. When a meniber desires to speak to a question of privilege, he 
shall briefly state the question; but it shall not be in order for him to 
proceed until the president shall have decided it a question of privi- 
lege. ‘ 

14. No person shall speak more than twice on the same question, 
nor more than ten (10) minutes at one time, without leave of the 
Conference; nor shall any person speak more than once until every 
member choosing to speak shall have spoken; provided, however, that 
a committee making a report shall in all cases be entitled to five (5) 
minutes to close the debate, either to oppose the motion to lay the re- 
port on the table, or, this permission not having ‘been used, to close 
the debate on the motion to adopt. The committee, however, shall not _ 
be deprived of its right to close the debate even after the previous 
question has been ordered. 

15. When a question is before the Conference, the mover may with- 
draw it at any time before it has been amended, or before a vote has 
been taken, if no objection is offered. If objection be made to the 
withdrawal, a vote on the motion to grant leave of withdrawal shall 
be taken, without amendment or debate. 

16. When any motion or resolution shall have been acted upon by 
the Conference, it shall be in order for any member who voted with 
the prevailing side to move a reconsideration; but a motion to recon- 
sider a non-debatable motion must be decided without debaté. A 
motion to reconsider must be made on the same day on which the ac- 
tion was taken, or the day succeeding. 

17. No member shall absent himself from the sessions of the Con- 
ference without leave, unless he is sick or otherwise unable to attend. 

18. No member shall be allowed to vote on any question who is not 
within the bar at the time when such question is put by the president, 
except by permission of the Conference. 

19. Every member who is within the bar at the time the question 
is put shall give his vote, unless the Conference for special reasons 
excuse him. 

20. No resolution altering or rescinding any rule of Discipline 
shall be adopted until it shall have been in the possession of the Con- 
ference at least one day. 

91. It shall be in order for any member to call for the yeas and 
nays on any question before the Conference, and if the call be sus- 
tained by thirty members, the vote shall be taken by yeas and nays. 

22. It shall be in order to move that the question be taken without 
further debate on any measure pending, which shall be considered the 
same as the previous question, and if sustained by a vote of two-thirds, 
the vote shall be so taken. 
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23. The motion to adjourn shall be submitted without debate, and 
shall always be in order, except— | 

(1) When a motion is actually put, or a vote is being taken. 

(2) When the question is pending on seconding the demand for the 
previous question. 

(3) When the previous question has been called and sustained and 
is still pending. 

(4) When a motion to adjourn has been negatived and no busi- 
ness or debate has intervened. 

24, Members presenting memorials, petitions, and other papers for 
reference, shall prepare each paper by writing in a plain hand on the 
back of it the following items in the following order, namely: 

(1) The name of the member presenting the paper. 

(2) Conference from which it comes. 

(8) Number of petitioners. 

(4) Subject to which it relates. 

Papers thus presented, if no objection is made, shall be referred by 
the chair to the appropriate committee. 

25. All resolutions contemplating verbal alterations or amend- 
ments of the Discipline shall state the language of the paragraph or 
line proposed to be altered or amended, and also the language proposed 
to be substituted. 

26. All committees proposing changes of Discipline shall not only 
recite the paragraph and line proposed to be amended, but also the 
paragraph as amended complete. 

27. All written motions and reports after the first reading, and all 
communications to the Conference, shall be passed to the secretary to 
be read by him as the Conference may require. 

28. Any demonstration of approval or disapproval during the pro- 
gress of debate shall be deemed a breach of order. 

29. All elections of officers shall be by ballot, and a majority of all 
the votes cast shall be necessary to a choice. 

30. The election of the general officers of the Church shall be in 
the following order, beginning Wednesday of the second week of the 
Conference: 

(1) Bishops. 

(2) Publishing Agent. 

(3) Trustees of the printing establishment. 

(4) Editors of the Telescope. 

(5) Editor of the Watchword. 

(6) Editor of Review. 

(7) Editors of Sunday-School Literature. 

(8) General Secretary of Sunday-School Board. 

(9) Sunday-School Board. 

(10) Missionary Secretaries. 

(11) Missionary Board. 

(12) Church Treasurer. 
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(13) Church-Erection Secretary. 

(14) Manager Union Biblical Seminary. 

(15) Trustees Union Biblical Seminary. 

(16) Board of Education. 

(17) Board of Church Trustees. 

(18) Executive Council Y. P. C. U. 

_ $81. <A standing committee of nine on order of business shall be 
selected, whose duty it shall be to provide*the order of business from 

day to day, subject to the approval of the Conference; and said com- 

mittee shall have the right to report at any time. 

32. On questions of parliamentary procedure, Robert’s Rules of 
Order shall be the standard. 

33. The committee on nominations of members of Church Boards 
shall nominate three times the number of Board members to be elected, 
aud shall not nominate any person for membership on more than one 

oard. : 

34. Any motion introduced proposing any important action by 
this Conference shall be referred without debate to the proper com- 
mittee, and shall be disposed of by that committee, or in the consid- 
eration of its report. 

35. These rules shall not be changed or suspended, except by a 
vote of two-thirds of the members present and voting; provided, that 
in the order of elections a majority vote may determine a change. 


Tue Presipinc Bisuor. You have heard the report of your com- 
mittee. What will you do with it? 

Dr. Funk. I move its adoption. 

Seconded by Rev. L. W. Stahl. 

Tue Presipinc Bisnor. It is moved and seconded that the report 
be adopted. It is now before you. 

Rev. J. R. Cuampers, of Neosho Conference. I move to amend 
in reference to the election of officers. "The recommendation is that 
it be on Wednesday of the second week. I move that it be changed 
to Friday of the second week. I do not believe the Boundary Com- 
mittee will have time to be ready for the election as early as Wed- 
nesday. Furthermore, if we go to work and commence next Wednes- 
day and elect the officers, one-third or one-half the delegates will go 
home by Friday. 

Tus Presipinc Bisnor. IJ hear no second. 

The motion is seconded. 

Tue Presipinc Bisnop. It is moved and seconded to strike out 
Wednesday and insert Friday of the second week. 

Rev. A. P. Funxuouser, of Virginia Conference. It was the 
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thought of the committee, and this was agreed on after consultation 
with quite a number of the brethren, that it would be well to have 
these elections continue over several days. The committee discussed 
whether it should bring in a rule directing which officers should be 
elected on certain days. This was in mind because we would do our 
work better. There would be no rush and crowding, and the interest 
in hand would be completed before another would be taken up. Be- 
ginning on Wednesday, the committee expects the elections to last 
until Saturday. 

Rey. J. R. CHamsBers. It does not say so. 

Voices. Question, question, question. 

- Tue Presipinc BisHop. The question is called for. 

Rev. J. I. L. Resstrr, of Allegheny Conference. Let the item be 
read again. 

Tue Presiping Bishop. The reading is called for. The secretary 
will read. 

Rey. A. P. Funkhouser reads again the item as to the election of 
general officers. 

Rev. G. H. Hinton, of Neosho Conference. These rules do not 
make it plain. 

Rev. A. P. Funknousrer. I should have stated that the standing 
Committee on Order of Business is expected to take this matter in 
hand, and provide the very things that the Conference wants; but 
when it brings the report, the Conference is to approve it from day to 
day. 

Vorces. Good, good. 

THe Presipinc Bisnop. With that explanation, are you ready for 
the voting ? 

Vorces. Question, question. = 

Tue Presiping BisHop. The question is called for. The amend- 
ment is before us. The vote is on the amendment that you strike out 
Wednesday and insert Friday. All in favor raise the hand. All op- 
posed, like sign. It is lost. 

All in favor of the adoption of the report as it came from tis com- 
mittee, raise the hand. All opposed, like sign. It is so voted. Now 
proceed. s 

Tue, Presipine Bisnop. Now remember, brethren, we are acting 
under these rules as read. What business have you to bring before 
the Conference this morning? 
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Rev. E. R. Baser, of Northwest Kansas Conference. A report from 
the Devotional Committee is desired by eleven o’clock, and I ask the 
privilege of calling that committee together at this time during the 
Conference session. I want to make an announcement. 

Tue Presipine BisHop. Make your announcement. 

Rev. Mr. Baser. The committee will meet immediately in room 
No. 1, fourth floor. 

Dr. W. R. Fun. Mr. Chairman and members of the Conference: 
The Topeka Capital have just notified me that those who desire to 
subscribe for that paper must do so at the close of this morning’s 
session, as the subscription list to that paper will be closed at that 
time. .No back numbers of the paper will be sent. This is a matter of 
protection to them, and I think those that understand it will see the 
reasonableness of it. While I am on my feet I want to say that the 
United Brethren book-store is over there in the corner, and we will 
be glad to have all of you meet the superintendent, Mr. W. G. Clip- 
pinger, and talk to him about the books during the sessions of this 
Conference. 

Rev. W. E. ScHEtt, of East Nebraska Conference. I move that we 
take up reports of the general officers of the Church. The committees 
will wish to get to work and do their work more successfully. 

Tue Presipinc BisHop. Will you do that by general consent ? 

Voices. Agreed, agreed. 

THE Presipine BisHor. The standing Committee on Order of Busi- 
ness ordered, will now be announced. 

SECRETARY SNyDER. The committee ordered as provided for is: 
A. P. Funkhouser, W. G. Lowe, W. E. Schell, L. S. Cornell, W. O. 
Fries, S. E. Kumler, W. F. Cronk, R. K. Bennett, and A. E. Roose. 

Tue Presiprnc BisHop. What report will you take up, what 2en- 
eral officer? Is the report of the Missionary Secretary ready ? 

Dr. W. M. Bett, of St. Joseph Conference. Ready. 

Tur Presipinc BisHop. Are you ready xr that report? If there 
be no objection, the report will be read. Now, while this report is be- 
ing read, keep as quiet as possible. 

Rey. L. W. Srauu, of Allegheny Conference. J think it would be 
an advantage, as they are printed, to have them in our hands. It is 
very difficult for us to follow them, and if we have them in our hands 
we can follow them with our eyes, and J move you that these reports 
be distributed before they are read. 
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Tur Presipivc BisHor. Will you do that by general consent? 
Voices. Agreed, agreed. ‘ 

Tue Presipine Bisnor. The distribution will be made at once. 
Dr. Bell, the Missionary Secretary, read the report, as follows: 


To the Bishops and Delegates in General Conference Assembled. 

In the good providence of God I am permitted to submit my third quad- — 
rennial report for the missionary department. 

The Missionary Society is a fellowship and partnership in the highest man- 
ifestation of the divine life. It is the Church organized for the extension of 
the kingdom of God at home and abroad. The race can only be saved through 
divine power, but human agency must needs be employed. God has ordained 
that the gospel be published and transmitted through the holy Word and con- 
secrated personality. Every believer is, first of all, under ordination to be a 
soul-winner. This high and holy function involves consecration of the indi- 
vidual life and resources of the Church. 


THE PAYMENT OF THE DEBT. 


One of the goals fixed in our minds for this quadrennium was the payment 
of cvery dollar of the Society’s standing indebtedness. A most gratifying 
feature of the quadrennium, and one indicating the vitality of church life, has 
been the splendid spirit and generosity with which our ministers and people 
have fallen in line during the debt campaign. We have collected, all told, 
under the debt effort, $58,000. On March 31 we closed the books for the quad- 
rennium with every dollar of the debt paid, remittances made to the foreign 
Missions covering three months of the new year, with payments considerably 
in advance to home missionaries, and with $1,028.88 in the bank. Where all 
have wrought nobly, individual mention seems out of order. Reference has 
been made on page 22 of the Religious Telescope touching the efficient assist- 
ance rendered by our special solicitors. We should be glad to speak a meed 
of praise touching every helywr, but space and time forbid. 

The following conferences have responded in full, either by the aid of special 
solicitation or otherwise, to the debt apportionment: Allegheny, Chickamauga, 
East Nebraska, Louisiana, Northern Illinois, North Nebraska, West Africa 
Eastern Pennsylvania, West Tennessee, Ontario, Wisconsin, Erie, Keutackes 
Missouri, Northeast Kansas, East Ohio, Michigan, Des Moines, Oklae eas 
Pennsylvania, St. Joseph, Colorado, Ilinois, Upper Wabash, Iowa, Sandusees 
and White River. ; : 
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Small balances are due from a few of the annual conferences, and these will 
all be paid within a very few months. 


INCREASE IN INCOME. 


New funds collected during the quadrennium, $206,997.12. In addition to 
this the conferences disbursed mission funds during the quadrennium to the 
amount of $169,583.30, making a grand total of $376,580.42. These figures 
tell their own story of growing confidence and liberality. The denomination 
is to be congtatulated in view of this unparalleled record of a quadrennium. * 


THE FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


Africa.—In this, the oldest mission of the Church, the progress made during 
the past four years has been remarkable, when we consider the reverses through 
which we passed in the quadrennium preceding this one. The cooperation 
established between the General Board and the Woman’s Missionary Asso- 
ciation has been conducive to general efficiency and harmonious develop- 
‘ment. 

Rev. and Mrs. J. R. King have been in service, Mr. King, by the consent of 
the Joint Committee, serving as superintendent of the entire conference. 
About a year ago Rev. Raymond P. Dougherty was dispatched to this field, 
also as a joint missionary, his special mission being the establishing of an 
institution of higher learning in Freetown. 

We close the quadrennium with 20 native pastors and helpers, 11 organized 
churches, 421 communicant members, 820 seeker members, 546 Sunday-school 
scholars, 180 Y. P.C. U. members, 285 Junior Society members, 186 out sta- 
tions, 11 principal stations, 10 day schools, with an enrollment of 402 scholars; 
annual contribution by natives, $2,835; value of parsonage and other buildings, 
$10,775; value of church buildings, $18,275; total value of buildings, $29,050. 

~ Two features of unusual importance have characterized the quadrennium 
in the African work. 

1. The dedication of the new, modern church edifice at Bonthe, constructed 
of stone and brick, finished with windows and seatings imported from the 
United States, all at a total cost of $14,000. For most part, this building has 
been paid for by the African people. This object-lesson in self-support is 
invaluable. The Bonthe Church is the finest in our African field, and one of 
the best church buildings on the entire West Coast. 

2. The opening of an institution of higher education at Freetown, Africa, 
which now has an enrollment of about forty pupils. The purchase of suitable 


85 


TWENTY-FOURTH GENERAL CONFERENCE 


grounds, the erection of a suitable building, the equipment and endowment 
of the institution are all to be carried forward as the joint enterprise of our 
two Missionary Societies operating in this mission. The school is at present 
operated in rented quarters, but will, before many months have elapsed, be 
established in its own building. 

At the instance of Mrs. Mary R. Albert, Mr. Ralph Leininger, of Brooklyn, 
New York, has pledged five thousand dollars to this institution in memory 
of Rev. Ira E. Albert, deceased, who was his honored cousin. In an interview 
had with Mr, Leininger in January last, he agreed to your Secretary that the 
money be paid before the close of the calendar year. The Woman’s Missionary 
Association has five thousand dollars ready to put into the institution, to 
match the gift of Mr. Leininger. Beyond this amount the two societies inter- 
ested have planned to raise at least five thousand each for the purpose of 
equiping and endowing the school. A condition of Mr. Leininger’s gift is that 
the academy be named The Albert Academy, and to this the management of 
the Woman’s Missionary Association has kindly agreed. We have found great 
risk attending the training of African workers in our American schools, and 
we hail with delight the prospect of being able to give ample training on 
African soil to an influential ministry and citizenship among the adherents 
of our African mission. 

Germany.—In Germany the gain in membership during the quadrennium 
has been very slight indeed, the number at present being slightly less than 
one thousand. Ten principal stations, 22 organized churches, 12 ministers, 11 
churches and church-houses valued at $70,000, 14 Sunday schools with an 
enrollment of 800 teachers and scholars, 8 Young People’s unions with a mem- 
bership of 156. 

Japan.—Rey. and Mrs. J. E. Knipp and Rey. and Mrs. A. T. Howard re- 
turned to the homeland during this quadrennium, on furlough. Through 
overwork Mr. Knipp’s health became enfeebled, and his stay in America has 
been necessarily continued beyond what we had originally hoped. From the 
latest information, we have reason to expect that he will be able to return to 
his chosen field within the present year. Mrs. Howard was called home by the 
- serious illness of her mother a year in advance of the coming of Mr. Howard. 
Mr. Howard’s period of service extended over six eventful years, and after a 
year at home he and his good wife are quite ready for another term of service 
in the Island Empire. 

The services of Rev. Bod i Howard as superintendent have been eminently 
satisfactory and efficient, demonstrating the wisdom of his appointment. He 
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has the universal confidence of our Japanese pastors and people. He has rep- 
resented our Society in a most creditable way in all the organizations and 
associations of missionaries in this field. Since Mr. Howard’s return the Rev. 
Joseph Cosand has served as acting superintendent, and his services have 
shown good business management and general administrative efficiency. Mr. 
and Mrs. Cosand came to our staff during the past quadrennium, and we have 
therefore had in the field three American families. We have sixteen native 
pastors and workers, an organized conference, and a membership of three hun- 
dred and fifty. Two very worthy young men have graduated from the Doshisha 
during the quadrennium, and a number of other young men are now in train- 
ing for the ministry in various schools. We have church property aggregating 
in value five thousand dollars. 

There is much, at this moment, to encourage interest in and hope for the 
early evangelization and the more thorough Christianization of the empire of 
Japan. In the war now in progress Japan has shown a remarkable self- 
restraint and an unusual regard for humane standards in the conduct of war. 
While the Russians have inflicted the most cruel and barbarous indignities 
on the Japanese wounded, and for five months during the siege of Port Arthur 
refused an armistice for the removal of the wounded and burial of the dead, 
Japan has shown the opposite spirit in her treatment of her white-faced foe. 
The first prisoners taken by Japan were treated as the guests of the nation, 
given hospital care, supplied with clothing, and sent back to Russia. Even 
able-bodied Russian prisoners have not been required to carry their own 
wounded to and from the ships, but Japanese coolies have been provided for 
this service. The bill of fare served to the Russian prisoners has been better 
than that afforded to Japanese soldiers on the firing line. The membership of 
the Japanese Red Oross Society is eight hundred and seventy thousand, and 
their annual fees amount to one million dollars. Japan has opened her schools 
to Chinese and Korean students. She hopes to lead the Orient by pure mental 
and moral ability. No case of corruption or dishonesty has been discovered 
in connection with the expenditures of the vast sums which the war has made 
necessary. This is in marked contrast with the glaring dishonesty of Russian 
officials. Russia has planned, without scruple and without regard to veracity, 
for the acquisition of China and Korea. Japan is struggling for self-preser- 
vation and the freedom of Asia. Russia is bent upon the total elimination of 
Japan as.a political factor in the Far East, and has added to her aggressive 
greed the guilt of the most flagrant hypocrisy. Japan stands for freedom of 
intellectual and religious beliefs, universal education, representative govern- 
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ment, free commercial and industrial intercourse, and the integrity of China. 
Russia represents and stands for the opposite of all this, and her triumph would 
set back the progress of Asia by hundreds of years. In the language of another, 
“Not until some portion of the white race, moved by a sense of the inherent 
rights of man to man as such, is ready with heroic spirit to face, and if need 
be to fight a fellow white race, in behalf of the yellow, will justice be done to 
the Orient. Not until then will the permanent peace of the world become 
possible.” 

Porto Rico.—At the beginning of the quadrennium we had a membership 
in this field of twenty, and were conducting, in addition to preaching services, 
a day school in the city of Ponce. We began the quadrennium with the oper- 
ation of three stations, and close with fourteen; began with one church organ- 
ization, and close with seven; began with a church-membership of twenty, and 
close with two hundred and forty-four; began with two Sunday schools, and 
close with eight; began with two hundred and twenty-five scholars, and close 
with five hundred; began with one native worker, and close with five; began 
with no church-houses, and close with three; began with two rented halls, and 
close with seven. The church building at Ponce is valued at $12,000; the 
chapel at Coto Laurel, $900; at Talleboa, $800. Total for church property, 
$13,700. 

In the recent months extensive revivals have obtained, and growth is sure 
to be rapid from now on. In much of the district assigned to us in the original 
arrangement between the different societies operating in Porto Rico we have 
exclusive control, and a few years will see a strong and vigorous conference 
on this island. Results at the present time are in advance of anything in our 
history, for the time covered by our operations. 


THE HOME MISSIONS, 


Among the home missions receiving aid from the Missionary Society at the 
close of the last quadrennium the following have passed off the list: Bridge- 
water, South Dakota; Buffalo, New York; Cincinnati, Ohio; Eugene, Oregon; 
Elbert, Colorado; Fort Scott, Kansas; Hood River, Oregon; Huntingdon, 
Pennsylvania; McLoud, Oklahoma; Monterey, Virginia; Mathews, Indiana; 
McKeesport, Pennsylvania ; Mt. Vernon, Illinois; Metropolis, Illinois; New- 
kirk, Oklahoma; Niwot, Colorado; Olney, Illinois; Parsons, Kansas; Roanoke 
Virginia; Reading, Pennsylvania; Riverside, California; Rich Hill, Missed 
Salina, Kansas; Selma, California; Second Church, Toledo, Ohio; The 
Palms, California; Watonga, Oklahoma; White Pine, Tennessee, and Wash- 
ington, D.C. 
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New work has been undertaken at the following stations: Oakland, Cal- 
ifornia; Reedley, California; Atlanta, Georgia; Terre Haute, Indiana; Min- 
neapolis, Minnesota; Chicago Grace Church, and Chicago German Church; 
Shawnee, Enid, and Oklahoma City, Oklahoma Territory; Second and Third 
churches, Columbus, Ohio; South Bend, Indiana; Knoxville, Lawrenceburg, 
and Nashville, Tennessee; and Grafton, West Virginia. 

Our home missionaries have had an average weekly hearing of 4,384 persons, 
and an average weekly Sunday-school attendance of 3,379, closing with a 
church-membership of 5,516. Accessions during the quadrennium, 5,326; con- 
tributions by congregations to support of home missionaries, $47,146.93; 
amount contributed to the church benevolences, $33,598; amount contributed 
on church property, $88,167.39. The Society has maintained an average of 
twelve presiding-elder districts for the four years of the quadrennium, and an 
average of sixty-one missionary pastors. 

A large support has been given in the Oklahoma Conference to meet some- 
what adequately the imperative demand of that growing and thrifty Territory. 
The opportunities have been limitless, and God has enabled us to enter a goodly 
number of the open doors. In the Southern States we have regarded our high 
commission as calling us to labor in a few of the growing centers of population. 
We have sought all around to avoid duplication of Christian agencies need- 
lessly. We have sought to be of larger service amid the boundless possibilities 
of the Pacific Coast. 


FOREIGN AND HOME SOCIETIES. 


A year ago the Board of Missions, in annual session, created a committee to 
canvass thoroughly during the year the question of needed legislation by this 
body with a view to the highest possible efficiency of the Church-Erection and 
Missionary Departments. The committee held various sessions, and the whole 
ground was covered by careful and thorough discussion. As the outcome of it 
all, it was agreed that the Church-Erection Society should continue on in the 
present clear-cut and definite mission for building sanctuaries throughout the 
land. It was unanimously agreed that the work carried on by the Home, 
Frontier, and Foreign Missionary Society would be best promoted by creating 
two distinct boards; the one, as a Foreign Missionary Society, succeeding the 
Home, Frontier, and Foreign Missionary Society in the work of foreign mis- 
sions; the other succeeding the Home, Frontier, and Foreign Missionary So-. 
ciety in the work of home missions. Constitutions were carefully prepared for 
the Foreign and Home societies, the same to be submitted to this body for 
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_ consideration. The Rev. F. P. Rosselot, secretary of this committee, will offer 
the report. 
THE YOUNG PEOPLE’S SOCIETIES, 

The last four years have witnessed a close affiliation between all the foreign 
missionary societies in the United States and Canada and the several denom- 
inational Young People’s organizations. Many of the societies have associated 
in the home staff a Young People’s Department, led by a special secretary to 
young people. Where this has not been done, the cultivation of Young People’s 
societies, with a view to their growing interest in the world’s evangelization, 
has been made a part of secretarial duties in all the home offices. During the 
last year the Executive Committee of your Missionary Society drew up a@ paper 
defining the duties of such a secretary to young people, and made some effort 
toward putting a competent man in the field. The plans were not perfected, 


Missionary Society and the Council of our General Y. P.C.U. to cooperate 
in the appointment, maintenance, and direction of such a secretary to young 
people. The Church certainly owes to its children, young men and maidens - 
the best possible culture and preparation for an honorable part in the publi- 
cation of the gospel of Christ throughout the world. 

The Young People’s Movement, with its millions of adherents, has been 
distinctly characterized by an aptness for foreign missions. It is the trend 
of the age, and indicates the movement of the Spirit of God. Four years ago 
the Young People’s Missionary Movement, officered and controlled by the 
_chosen representatives of the American missionary Societies, was brought into 
existence. This movement has been wonderfully blessed of God in efforts to 


of creating missionary interest and making possible a generation of church 
people who will grasp the situation and go forward with adequate equipment 
for the evangelization of the race. The Movement has produced a series of 
text-books on home and foreign missions that have been used in thousands of 
mission-study classes with most excellent results. Wherever these study classeg 
have been conducted there has been a large increase in missionary giving, as 
also an increase in the number of missionary candidates. "The Movement has 
also produced various maps, charts, pamphlets, ete., which being available for 
use by all the missionary societies of the country ‘at a low rate of cost, have 
become exceedingly popular. From the first organization of the Movement 
your Secretary has served as a member of the Executive Committee, and we 
hope for increased advantages accruing to our work through codperation in 
this movement. 
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SUNDAY-SCHOOL AUXILIARIES. 


We have had a growing conviction that it was the imperative duty of our 
Church to bring the hundreds of thousands of boys, girls, and young people in 
oun Sunday schools into living and vital relationship to our missionary work. 
Methodist Sunday schools are contributing to the missionary society of the 
Methodist Church about a half-million dollars annually. The Sunday schools 
of other denominations are doing proportionately well. There is always a large 
possibility of failing to enlist adults in behalf of the world-wide extension of 
the kingdom of God who have not been touched and informed as to this great 
eause in early life. There is something in young life to which the heroism 
and sturdy sacrifice requisite to publishing the gospel in all lands most power- 
fully appeals. We commit an unpardonable blunder if we shall fail in training 
the coming generation of our Church as to world-wide missionary obligation 
and opportunity. During the past year your Secretary prepared a definite form 
of pledge by which Sunday schools may voluntarily become auxiliary in the 
prosecution of the work of the Society. Under this plan forty Sunday schools 
have received the elegant charter of the Society, and sixty-eight schools have 
officially and voluntarily executed the pledge as auxiliaries. The result has 
been a thorough correspondence from the office of the Secretary with these 
- Sunday schools, together with the distribution of carefully selected literature, 
and a most valuable increase of the prayer-life in behalf of our missionary 
work. For the few months since the plan was inaugurated the Sunday schools 
have increased the income of the Society by more than six hundred dollars. 
The pledge provides for a brief missionary address, with a free-will offering 
in the Sunday school at least once a quarter, the offering to be forwarded to 
the office of the General Secretary, for record as to conference and school on 
the back of the pledge card. On receipt of the first offering under the pledge 
the charter is forwarded. 


EVANGELISTIC MOVEMENT. 


Two years ago the Board, in annual meeting, provided for a special evan- 
gelistic movement, through a committee appointed to have charge of said 
movement, and the Rev. F. P. Rosselot-was made chairman of the committee, 
and evangelist-at-large. Mr. Rosselot and those associated with him’ have 
rendered a distinct service to the Church since the committee was instituted, 
and the special meetings held have resulted in hundreds of conversions and 
accessions to the Church. Some difficulty has been experienced in financing 
the movement as the needs required. The constitution prepared by the com- 
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mittee appointed by the Missionary Society provides that this work shall be 
supervised by the Home Missionary Society. It is believed that this will com- 
mend itself to this body. : 


MISSIONARY PUBLICATION AND EDUCATION. 


It is clearly the function of the Missionary Society to lead in the work of 
educating the Church as to the work of Christian missions. This can be done 
by inciting and helping pastors to take a large responsibility in such educa- 
tional work; by the establishing and maintenance of mission-study classes, the 
circulation of missionary libraries, the holding of missionary institutes and 
rallies, systematic correspondence, the publication and circulation of pam- 
phlets, maps, books, magazines, ete. Like all educational work, the process is 
costly and the financial returns are not immediate; yet finally, such work is 
most fruitful and pays from the standpoint of increased income to the Society. 
We must have patience with processes, and sow the seed in faith. If the Mis- 
sionary Society is to do absolutely nothing save that which immediately pays 
the Society in dollars and cents, its influence will be diminished and its-future 
blasted. The Anti-Saloon Leagues of the different States declare that one of 
the most legitimate uses of their funds is the publication and distribution of 
periodicals, leaflets, etc., giving information to the people. This branch of 
their work is not self-supporting. 

During the twelve years that your Secretary has been in annual conference 
with the officers of American missionary societies in New York City, he has 
endeavored to be open-minded and wide-awake as to the best policies and meth- 
ods in doing the great work committed to the Missionary Society. At the 
meeting in New York City last January a special conference was held, which 
called together the representatives, editorial and otherwise, of the various mis- 
sionary publications put out by the different denominations. Careful canvass 
of the experience and policy of the several missionary societies brought out the 
fact that, with but one or two exceptions, the magazines and other publications 
of the societies are not self-supporting. The conference also brought out the 
fact that, with but one or two exceptions among the long list of societies, the 
deficit in the conduct of magazines or periodicals amounts to from three tices 
sand to fourteen thousand dollars per annum. The society which heartily 
meets a deficit of fourteen thousand dollars a year on its publication is one of 
the most powerful, prosperous, and effective on the American Continent. It 
was the uniform testimony that the magazine work of the societies is an abso- 
lute requisite to efficiency, and that through a period of years this publication 
work amply pays in every respect. 
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Four years ago this body, by a most decisive vote, authorized the publication 
of the Search Light for the quadrennium. We believe that action was wise. 
During the quadrennium the Search Light has cost the Society a little more 
than two thousand dollars above its income from paid subscriptions. When you 
consider the fact that the major portion of this deficit was created by the 
circulation throughout the whole denomination of seventy thousand copies of 
special editions, devoted to our work in Chicago and our work in Porto Rico, 
it is manifest that our publication has really fared well, as compared with the 
experience of other denominations and societies. 

A few months ago the Search Light was changed to a more beautiful form, 
and given a broader range of contents. Abundant illustrations were introduced 
as a feature. The plan of selling the Search Light through the agency of 
boys and girls in monthly sales has shown, wherever tried, that the Search 
Light, as now produced, is a salable commodity in any market. 

A letter received from a pastor who was sufficiently enterprising and inter- 
ested to put to work a couple of bright boys in his city in the sale of the 
magazine, reports that the twenty copies received went like hot cakes, and 
many more could have been sold. We are convinced that a high-grade pub- 
lication, constructed after modern standards of mechanical and magazine 
beauty can be made very useful and successful in the necessary campaign of 
missionary education. It is hoped that the Search Light may be continued by 
this body. 

IMPORTANT THINGS TO BE DONE. 

There is an immediate necessity for a modern church building, at a cost of 
about six thousand dollars, in Juana Diaz, Porto Rico. Juana Diaz is a fine 
city on the military road between San Juan and Ponce, with a population of 
four or five thousand, and a population ageregating thirty thousand in adja- 
cent communities. Ours is the only Protestant church operating in ‘the city. 
God has wonderfully blessed the preaching and lives of our missionaries. We 
have a large church-membership. Largely-attended preaching services are also 
held in nearby towns. The authorities of Juana Diaz have voted us an indef- 
inite lease to a fine lot facing the public square, on which we may erect the 
church. It is hoped, by special solicitation, to raise the funds for this build-_ 
ing within the next few months. A church-house at Guayanilla, Porto Rico, 
at the more moderate cost of one thousand dollars, is very much needed. 

In Japan we should be able to command soon five or six thousand dollars for 
missionary residences. The work of the mission has advanced beyond the 
experimental stage, and residence rentals are high. The money must be se- 
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cured with which to put up these buildings. We still believe that in the absence 
of requisite funds by direct gift, it would be proper and judicious to allow a 
temporary loan from the Permanent Fund of the Missionary Society for this 
work of constructing missionary residences. The amount being paid for rent 
would more than pay the interest on the money, and by a schedule of annual 
payments from the appropriation the principal could be gradually returned to 
the treasury. The Missionary Society would be owner outright of the property, 
which in itself would be security for the funds invested. 

The sum of four thousand dollars or more must be provided to complete the 
Albert Academy plant at Freetown, Africa. 

The response of the Church to the “Pay-as-You-Go Fund,” which netted 
almost sixteen hundred dollars, and the sentiment expressed in connection with 
these gifts, evidences the fact that this Church is at this hour prepared for 
enlarged giving for the direct enlargement of our missionary enterprises. The 
avoidance of debt in our missionary management is the forerunner of enlarged 
giving. 

VISIT TO PORTO RICO AND DEDICATION OF PONCE CHURCH. 

In November, 1903, Bishop J. S. Mills and your Secretary visited the island 

of Porto Rico, holding special services and inspecting the work of our mis- 


sionaries. 
On the first Sunday of December, in the year named, Bishop Mills dedi- 


cated our splendid new church at Ponce. The work was found to be in a most 
prosperous condition. 
LARGER INCOME, 


Our denomination is two hundred and sixty thousand strong. The canvass 
for the mission debt has revealed the fact that even from unlikely charges, 
under proper appeal, surprising financial support for missionary enterprises can 
be obtained. The canvass also revealed the fact that in some instances our 
ministers themselves need to have in mind a higher standard of giving for their 
people. Beyond a doubt we have come to the period in our denominational life 
when the giving of our membership must be materially increased. The eall for 
the exercise of the grace of giving under the principles of Christian steward- 
ship must be made more emphatic and definite. The subject is one to be can- 
didly treated by every pastor in the denomination. No man needs to apologize 
for presenting the claims of God upon the rapidly-growing income of our 
people. As a Church, our resources are but partially under tribute for the 
kingdom of God. Within the next quadrennium our home and foreign ‘work 
should command the money of the Church to the amount of seventy-five thou- 
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sand to one hundred thousand dollars a year for each department. The stand- 
ard of missionary giving should not be less than an amount equal to one dollar 
per capita to our entire membership, per year. 

In conclusion, let me plead only a moment for the larger realization of the 
spiritual life and the more abundant surrender to the missionary passion. So 
long as the lighting flashes through the sky it is potent beyond measure. The 
moment it rests it dies. Only as the church militant is in living, vital action 
for Christ, the Savior and Master of men, can it be possessed with power and 
be entrusted with the execution of the great commission. Forward then, to the 
larger things in personal and denominational life. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Won. M. Bett, General Secretary. 


PORTO RICO. 
Ponce, Porto Rico, April 10, 1905. 


To the Board of Directors of the Home, Frontier, and Foreign Missionary 

Society, Greeting: 

T herewith submit to you my report for year ending March 31, 1905, at the 
same time praying to Almighty God that his richest blessings may be upon 
you during the present session of the Board. God has been merciful to your 
representatives in Porto Rico during the year just ended, blessing them with 
health, harmony, and abounding hope in the work of the Lord. 

Materially the conditions of the island have changed very little during 
the year. While the sugar industry is prosperous, the coffee interests still 
languish. Even on the sugar plantations, with the. crops abundant and the 
sugar at an unusually high price, the wage of the common laborer has been 
kept down to from thirty to forty cents per day, so that the masses of the 
people are sorely afflicted with poverty. 

The educational interests of the island move steadily forward. Each year 
sees improvement in methods and increased advantages offered to the youth 
of Porto Rico. A nine thousand dollar brick school building is just being 
’ completed in Juana Diaz, and in Ponce the foundation of the high-school 
building is now being laid. With these two there are now in the territory 
occupied by our Church seven schoolhouses built since the American occu- 
pation. 

Before speaking specifically of our own mission, I will give you some gen- 
eral items of interest with regard to the spread of the gospel in Porto Rico. 
Rev. Joseph W. Lamb, agent of the American Bible Society, reports that 
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during the past year ten colporteurs have been employed, and that there were 
sold 1,687 Bibles, 2,182 New Testaments, and 5,094 portions, and that 1,037 
Bibles and portions were given away, making a total circulation during the 
year of 10,000 copies. The importance of this work cannot be overestimated, 
for the entrance of the Word brings light to the people. 

I will also give you some general statistics of the work of Protestant mis- 
sions in the island, gathered by Rev. George W. Benedict of Guayama. 
There are 69 organized churches, with a membership of 6,315, with 30,000 
adherents. The Word is preached in 254 stations by 51 ordained ministers 
and 83 helpers. There are 113 Sunday schools and 20 church-houses. The 
total number that hear the preaching of the Word weekly reaches 15,000. 

With regard to our own work, I am glad to report that there has been an 
advance in every department, as you may see from the table of statistics 
I insert: ; 


BIC AT aa ae es a ean ee teers Oe tee 1903 1904 1905 
SLablOns eke inca tonne eee ee 9 10 14 
OrenmiZations 2 sieve, ee ee 5 t 
Membership ...... Aye, Seas aime 5 Mpa 50 145 244 
Sunday schools .. Mehisete wo ae 6 8 
d Shratizoull esr Ogos Serra ae P ce Lepeiahete ae eet OD 405 500 
INGELVO “WORKETSt ae o3 ceteate ss ses been 2 3 5 
Ohurcheh orden: tf chiang sata te eek ok t 2g 38 
IRemied dialle cade simeantes aka calc eee 4 4 iG 


From this table you may see the numerical progress of the mission during 
the past three years. But this tells nothing of the intensive work of the 
mission, the growth in grace and in knowledge of the Word on the part of 
the members, the better organization of Sunday schools and other depart- | 
ments of the Church, the increased facility in the use of the language by 
the American missionaries, all of which tend to give increased momentum 
to the work and, under the blessing of heaven, increased fruitage in the 
years to come. 

By the authority of the executive committee the work was organized, in 
December, 1904, into a mission district, with three ordained ministers and 
three quarterly conference preachers. 

Confronted with the fact that we had no church literature in the lan- 
guage of the people we were led to purchase a press and publish a monthly — 
paper to represent our work in the island. The paper has a paid circulation 
of nearly two hundred. In addition to this, the press furnishes us with 
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tracts, announcements, circulars, etc., of inestimable value to the mission. 
The impressions in a year will reach 60,000. The printing of the mission 
is ably done by Brother Drury, in addition to his other abundant labors. 

The following is a list of the property of the Porto Rican Mission, with 
estimated values: 





once church? oc ses.<.si. 3 SEES Se oe ee Ener Bee $12,000 
De TS RAE SR 900 
MEO TMC ERE Ag7s), Se as, Bae at Space Ga, oleae So eae 800 
OTTERS SSE Ca Regehr * 325 
fer MMR IL NSN la nS 5 a0 sole ae Grins 0 ancts Oh w de ESS 250 
PRON AOD ty. ohn G eeu ta as F455 9. 0:6 a hie & aoe d eres aes 70 

TONS CURA Sit hn goa ae $14,345 


With regard to the appropriation for the coming year, we most earnestly 
request that it be no less than $4,000. We were given $3,000 last year, with 
the promise of $800 over and above the appropriation and the specials then 
running. With a little more effort the appropriation could be raised to 
$4,000, which amount is barely enough to keep the mission running at its 
present rate. 

We also request that the resolution passed by the board at its last session 
concerning the raising of $5,000 for the erection of a church at Juana Diaz 
and one other point be carried into effect at the earliest possible date. Juana 
Diaz is the center of a large district in which ours is the only Protestant 
church operating, and a substantial church-house will not only be a blessing 
to the town itself, but also a great inspiration to our work throughout the 
district. Your servant, 
N. H. Hurray. 
AFRICAN MISSIONS. 


To the Board of Directors of the Home, Frontier, and Foreign Missionary 
Society, Greeting. 
The following is a brief report of the portion of the United Brethren West 
African Mission under your care for the year ending December 31, 1904. 
There have been abundant tokens of divine mercy and favor upon our work 
during the year, and we are constrained to say, “The Lord is good, and his 
merey endureth forever.” 
As I begin, I am reminded that with this report we close the record of the 
first half-century of our missionary efforts in Africa. Many noble and devoted 
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men and women have toiled in this field, and we count it a privilege to follow 
after and endeavor, in His name, to carry on towards perfection that which 
they began. 


OUR STAFF OF WORKERS. 


Until the arrival of Rev. R. P. Dougherty, the Superintendent and his wife 
were the only American missionaries employed under your Board, but the 
native brethren are proving more efficient and devoted from year to year. 
’ Twenty-one pastors, teachers, or helpers have toiled in the eleven stations that 
have been operated during the year. 

At the beginning of the year three new workers were taken on the staff— 
Thomas Lewis and Mrs. Dove, both former Shenge Training-School students, 
and Mr. J. C. Williams. ¢ 

Early in the year our Mendi evangelist in Freetown resigned, but the sery- 
ices of J. D. Turner were secured, who took up the work with commendable 
energy. 

The coming of Mr. Dougherty to begin the Albert Academy in Freetown 
gave an impetus to the work and cheer to the workers. 

Not only had the workers of the Woman’s Missionary Association, but our 
whole mission had been looking forward to the time when Rev. E. E. Todd 
and wife should be back among us again. They arrived in September, and 
he proved a valuable counselor in all departments of the work. Our plans for 
the coming year included him with his experience and good, safe judgment, 
but the dear Master above saw differently, and on December 11 our beloved 
Brother Todd was called from his too abundant service to a well-earned reward. 
Only by an unshaken faith in the infinite wisdom of Him who calls into and 
directs his children in service can we go forward at such a moment as this. 
To our human judgment the loss is an irreparable one, and the loss of no 
brother in the flesh could have been more keenly felt by myself. Our prayer 
is that the Lord of the harvest may thrust forth others who will have like 
adaptation to the needs of the work here. 


PREACHING THE WORD. 


We believe that the greatest duty of a foreign missionary is to preach the 
Word which has the promise that “it shall not return unto him void, but shall 
accomplish that whereunto he hath sent it.” 

A year ago an attempt was made to bring the matter of itinerating under a 
more systematic arrangement by giving the itinerants blanks by which they 
could plan their movements for a quarter in advance. This has secured a more 


98 


UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 


regular visitation to the towns surrounding the stations. The plan has not 
been fully understood, but after the year of experience and instruction as to 
its use we may confidently expect better results for the coming year. 

There have been some independent movements in evangelizing that have been 
very encouraging. Our good people at Bonthe employed two young men for 
a few months, who itinerated continually among the villages around the city. 
The Young People’s Christian Union at Shenge have taken up the responsi- 
bility of carrying the gospel weekly to six of the villages near there. Another 
very encouraging fact is that many of the members, as they go to the interior 
for the purpose of trading, may often be found preaching the Word on Sun- 
days. God is laying the responsibility upon the hearts of those who have re- 
ceived these blessings of giving them out to others. 

It is a very difficult matter to hold special revival meetings, such as we 
commonly have in America, but such efforts were made at Bonthe, Otterbein, 
Sembehu, and, I believe, at Shenge also, with encouraging results. It is our 
hope that we may follow in the evangelistic movement that is accomplishing 
so much at home and see what can be done by special evangelists. 


SCHOOLS. 

Education is a strong arm of missionary endeavor, and it is our policy to 
advance this interest as much as possible. 

There have been ten schools in operation during the year, and reference to 
the table below will show that the enrollment reached four hundred and two, a 
slight increase over last year. In addition to these day schools the Albert 
Academy boys have kept a night school for some time in one of the Mendi 
ceuters of Freetown. The scholars in these night schools are mostly adults, 
upon whom the gospel is beginning to have the effect of creating a desire for 
more knowledge. 


BOARDING SCHOOLS. es 


A children’s home, or boarding school, has been maintained at Shenge dur- 
ing the year, where we have for many years kept up this kind of work. We 
have had sixteen boys as boarders, thus keeping them in school more regularly 


‘than others attend, as well as shielding them from the many pernicious influ- 


ences that they would have been subject to in their homes. These homes are, 
in a partial sense, orphanages as well, for some of the children have no one 
to support them. At the beginning of the year arrangements were made 
whereby some of the Shenge Mission girls were taken into other homes there 


s 
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and scnt to the school, while some of them were sent to Moyamba, under the 
care of the Girls’ Home at that place. 

In addition to these directly supported by the mission the native workers 
have supported between forty and fifty children, coming mostly from heathen 
homes. We do not tabulate these voluntary efforts, but they will certainly be 
as fruitful as many other efforts that cost much money te carry forward. 


INDUSTRIAL WORK. 


This is a line of work that can only be carried on in connection with the 
boarding schools. 

It is to be regretted that we have not been able to carry forward the excellent 
beginning in work-shop practice made by our lamented Brother Albert, but 
there has been no one who was capable of teaching the work he had started. 
However, Mr. Sumner, at Shenge, has kept up a high degree of work on the 
farm, and the boys have not wanted for as much casava as they needed for food. 
They have also kept the large mission grounds in order, as well as the coffee 
orchard. In these things they have not only been taught to associate labor 
with study, but have been able to lessen the expense of their support. 

This question of industrial education is one that is at the front in the dis- 
cussion of the missionary problem, and is certainly of great importance, but is 
more difficult to solve than is commonly supposed. Two main objects are to be 
sought in this kind of training; first, the creating of a proper conception of 
and attitude toward labor, and secondly, the training of the hand to more cun- 
ning, or, in other words, making the individual more skillful. The first is 
usually best obtained from the personal influence of the teacher himself, and 
cannot be realized unless the teacher holds the right views on the question of 
labor. Most of, our teachers exert a good influence in this direction, and we 
can see progress in this line. 


THE ALBERT ACADEMY, 

We are glad to report that this much-needed institution has been established, 
and that its beginning has been most hopeful. ; 

We have rented a building that is very suitable to our needs. This house 
costs us about two hundred and fifty dollars per year, and the needed alter- 
ations had to be made by us. The outlining of the policy of the school has been 
carefully taken up, and this, with the preparation of the building, claimed a 
fair share of the Superintendent’s time during the latter half of the year. 

We were able to open the Academy on October 4, and after a very sucdesiene 
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‘preliminary term had a grand public opening, in connection with our jubilee 


exercises, when the governor of the colony declared the school open on Jan- 
uary 16. 
The present term has far surpassed our most sanguine expectations, and if 


“we maintain our present rate of growth, we will have to increase our present 


capacity before we can hope to get the new building in readiness. 
Principal Dougherty is proving the right man in the right place, and we 


hope for large things for this institution. 





| 


| 





BUILDINGS. 


A good plant and equipment is essential to any successful enterprise, and 
missions are not exceptions to the rule. 

It has been the aim since we have taken up the work of reconstruction after 
the uprising of 1898 to build as securely as possible. We have endeavored to 
avoid any buildings that were not absolutely necessary to the work, but do good 
what we undertake. 

The Weaver Memorial Church, Bonthe.—This building has tested the ability 
of our people in the extreme, and is requiring a good while to complete it, but 
the people and pastor have felt that they should build in a way that would be 
satisfactory for years to come, and it has happened that the cost of the building 
has far exceeded the estimates of the Superintendent. It is marvelous how 
these good people have sacrificed through these past four years, and it is now 


| arranged that the church will be dedicated on March 5. 


This is the largest native enterprise undertaken, and it is with a feeling of 


| satisfaction that we report it so nearly completed. It is confidently expected 
| that the cash collection on the day of dedication will meet all the indebtedness, 
save what is due the Church-Erection Society. Provisions are being made 


whereby these claims can be promptly met. Thus we will secure a property 


| that will be worth nearly fifteen thousand dollars, by local effort, with the sole 
_ exception of about one thousand dollars solicited by Brother Taylor while in 


_ America. 


This building will not only establish us and give us prestige in the southern 
end of the colony, but will help us in all our work. 

Two clay mission-houses have been completed during the year, two others 
begun, and two clay chapels almost completed. 

The work on the frame church at Daymah has been at a standstill, but the 
people have collected materials and funds that insure the speedy completion 


r of the building. 
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Our people on the Otterbein Circuit have collected nearly half enough to 
build a good stone church, and ground has already been broken. 

Freetown Church.—Not until late in the year were all legal matters suf- 
ficiently cleared up to warrant the beginning of work on the property that we 
had secured. We have secured a location in the center of the city, and will 
be able to gather into this organization all our old members who have come 
into the city. 

Beginning the work late, as we did, it was difficult to get the church ready 
for opening at our conference session, but we are thankful to report that all 
was in readiness, and we had a most auspicious beginning of our work. 

The establishing of our Church in this metropolis of the West Coast of 
Africa has given to all our workers and members a new impetus, and has 
created already a commendable pride that is producing more loyalty on the 
part of our workers. 

We have recently purchased a lot adjoining the church lot, which gives us a 
splendid block in this central location. It remains for us to secure a good 
location for the Albert Academy, when we shall have a good plant for our head- 
quarters. 

I desire to express the gratitude of our entire staff to our good General Sec- 
retary and the Executive Committee for the sympathetic interest that has been 
shown us during the year. 

You have listened patiently to our difficulties and have ever rendered helpful 
advice, which has always been much appreciated. 

We wish to convey through you our thanks for the special support that has 
been given our work, without which the work in some of our stations could not 
have been carried on. We have appreciated the practical contact we have thus 
had with the Cleveland Church, the East Ohio Young People, the Southeast’ 
Ohio Young People, our Lebanon congregation, and the Young People of 
Lebanon Valley College, and the many others who have connected themselves 
with this work in such a practical way. 

I append a statistical report, that will give you a view of the stations in 
more detail. I also enclose a financial statement for the year. We give you 
this in addition to the quarterly financial statements, that you may get a view 
of the whole year together, and together with this report understand what our 
needs for the coming year are. 

I would only say in this connection that the field is wide and the doors are 
wice open, and I believe our faith ought to be large enough to make possible 
the entering of many important centers in the interior that are looking to us 
for the bread of life. 
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The Roman Catholics have begun an aggressive movement toward the in- 
terior, made possible by a surplus of priests who have been excluded from 
France, and if we do not enter these towns they will likely do so, and upon us 
will rest the responsibility of the erroneous teaching. 

It is our hope to be with you in your annual session, and receive the inspira- 
tion that these convocations bring. 

Respectfully submitted, 
J. R. Kine, Superintendent. 


GERMANY. 


Following is the statistical report of Germany Conference for the year 
ending March 1, 1905: 


Number of missions sieisielaeare: dai te sittce eae ice pian dic staan 10 
Number of COSBCH as Ses ese pe eae oo oes gee 29 
Number of organized churches SOOT MEG SMe, shine oon 29 
Number of pastors and Pres ChGr ois. acca = Pennant eee ee 12 
Number of appotnimients sate. ates ee ee 45 
Number of church members reported lashiyvoar ys 1.0.00 ae 956 
Humber of members -réeeived: 0.4060. 2. oss eves dee aod... 111 
Membership lost by death and removal ....................... 29 
Members lost bygexcomumication™. a. ett eee ee ee 50 
Increase in membership Pee aie cr aes Aisa cueate ty Sep ae 96 
pee eeemberahip a: tale ok cee ei ee. ee 982 
FINANCES. 
Collections in services A ee er rac 
For missions, or free BUGS Clas ak seca ae cd acer sae. soe eee 710 00 
Paid by members monthly ................. */RGpaic. v/s ws ante Ree 750 00 
Paid by Woman’s Unions MRO tHY, «, o,< s schin <a Wing nose oe 40 00 
Income from rentals . Tectrobin aiAistoganyeneletabe oor are 1,510 00 
Income from miscellaneous sources . 450 00 





Total income .... --. $ 4,460 00 


_ MISSION PROPERTY. 
Number of churches and church-houses ....... 


Be EO ODER. So Oc doves ccs cnde ce Sn $76,000 00 
Indebtedness on church PNODEREY: fairs a ieSteanees cs oe Soh 50,000 00 
SUE ECHOOM ace 14 
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of children enrolled ....... 

GE? (ORGIES 5 oidic Holton len tt CERO ROR IS cae nee 
of Woman’s Unions . Skeets 

of Woman’s Unions members ..... 

OiEVCOUT Ceo ples, WINTON Si caer, eamee. cick cw nies shave sia eesvane ole ras 
CMI OIM DCT SS sel stein siceiatencraccuty site. a apes shoud eM dine Away vd wet 
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Circulation of the Heilsbote .... Saha aes a8 ti 
Circulation of the Friedensbattschaft ......... ah 
Mimeulationror Ohristian Calendar acs ice cand soe bebe seen aceacns 


Respectfully submitted, 
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A. BarKeMEyeErR, Superintendent. 


Rey. W. H. Wasuincer, of Pennsylvania Conference. I move that 
the report and recommendations be referred to the appropriate com- 
mittee. 

Seconded by Rev. L. W. Stahl. 


Tue PresipING BisHop. 
be referred to the appropriate committee. 


this reference? 
Voices. Question, question. 


Tue Presipinc BIsHop. 


posed, like sign. It is so preferred. 

Dr. Bevy. Will you suffer this word of privilege? I should have 
said that the minutes of the last African Conference, the very last 
one presided over by Brother King, will be in his possession, and I 
hope that many of you during the day will get copies. 


Tuer Presipinc BisHop. 


retary of Church Erection ? 
Voices. Hear, hear. 
Tue Presipina BisHor. If there be no objection, the report will be 


read. 


Rev. H. U. Roop, of Eastern Pennsylvania Conference. 


make a motion at this point? 


eral officers and missionaries be granted seats within the bar. 
Motion seconded by Rev. L. W. Stahl. 
Tur Presipinc BrsHop. You have heard the motion. All in favor 
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It js moved and seconded that this report 
Are you ready to vote on 


All in favor will raise the hand. All op- 


Now will you hear the report of your Sec- 


May I 
I would like to move that all the gen- 
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will raise the hand. All opposed, like sign. It is so voted. The gen- 
eral officers and missionaries are granted seats within the bar. 

Rev. D. D. Lowery, of Eastern Pennsylvania Conference. In the 
distribution of these reports it would expedite matters very much if 
the pages would give each delegation or some one sitting there as many 
as they need. 

Tue Presipine Bisuor. You have heard this request. Let the dis- 
tribution be so made, if it please the Conference. In making your 
distribution of these reports, please place in the hands of one member 
of the committee a sufficient number to supply the committee, and 
that will greatly expedite the work. 

Dr. H. U. Roop, of Eastern Pennsylvania Conference. I think it is 
but fair that we give some recognition to the correspondents of our 
papers. I therefore move that all correspondents for religious papers, 
daily papers, and Associated Press, be granted the privileges of this 
Conference. 

Said motion was seconded. 

Tue Presipine Bisuor. You have heard the motion. All in favor 
of said motion, raise your hand. All opposed, like sign. The motion 
prevails, ry 

Tur Presiping Bisuor. Now, Brother Weekley, you will please 
read. 

Dr. W. M. Weekley, Church-Erection Secretary, read the report on 
church erection. 


REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE CHURCH-EREOCTION SOCIETY. 


To the General Conference of the Church of the United Breth- 
ren in Christ. 

FATHERS AND Breruren: It is with feelings of gratitude to 
God for his mercies and blessings that I bring to you my quad- 
rennial report as Secretary of the Church-Erection Society. 

The success achieved during the term now closing has not 
been, perhaps, what some one else might have made it, but it has 
surpassed what I dared to hope for both in the funds accumu- 
lated and in its influence upon the life and progress of the en- 
tire denomination. As the funds of the Society have grown, 
the demands for aid have also multiplied, and with these have 
come increased anxiety and responsibility. 

A little less than ten years ago I found in the permanent 
fund $42,500. This was in the form of loans to churches gscat- 
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tered throughout the conferences; and all overdue except 
$10,500. At the General Conference of 1897 a gain of $2,656 
was reported. During the next four years this sum was pushed 
up to $66,508.34, including the littl which had been con- 
tributed to parsonage erection. At the close of the last Gen- 
eral Conference my ambition was to increase this amount 
during the quadrennium to $100,000, and with this end in view 
I have kept steadily at the work. 


LOANS RETURNED. 


It has been my constant endeavor to secure, in a businesslike 
way, a prompt return of all loans when due, but I have not suc- 
ceeded in every case. However, the most of the churches re- 
ceiving aid have tried to meet their obligations on time. Dur- 
ing the previous quadrennium the loans returned aggregated 
$35,401.92. This quadrennium, including the parsonage loans, 
they aggregated $53,810.29, divided as follows: First year, 
$10,925.15; second year, $11,190.78; third year, $14,846.21; 
fourth year, $16,848.15. In nearly every instance I have had 
the hearty codperation of both pastor and presiding elder in 
making collections, and it rarely occurs that a disposition is 
manifested upon the part of any one to disregard the claims of 
the Society. Indeed, I may say that, after an experience of ten 
years in dealing with local churches and conferences, I have 
more faith than ever before in the moral honesty and financial 
integrity of our people. ; 


NEW FUNDS SECURED. 


The new funds raised for the work come through the chart 
collections and personal solicitation. I have given the matter 
of increasing the conference collections my best efforts, and 
not without a fair measure of success. Ten years ago the 
chart reports showed a little less than $4,200 collected for this 
interest. No one was especially responsible. Church erection 
was not recognized as a permanent fixture in our policy. Those 
who had previously stood for it were met by a cold indifference, 
and their appeals, though eloquent and fervid, went unheeded 
except by the few. Other departments so monopolized public 
attention that at conferences and other church gatherings, it 
was difficult to get a hearing for this cause. The assessment 
for it was insignificant, some of the conferences making it only 
a dollar to the charge. This but represented the estimate in 
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which the department was held. But at last, thank God, a 
change of heart has been experienced by the Church, and in 
the regeneration her vision has been so quickened and broad- 
ened that she can now see in church erection something worth 
loving and supporting. 

In 1897 the chart returns were $5,600; in 1898, $6,200; in 
1899, $6,800, and in 1900, $7,971.46. The first year of the pres- 
ent quadrennium they were $8,782,26; second year, $9,316.02; 
third year, $10,367.92; fourth year, $10,401. Total, $38,867.20. 
The Board’s share of this was $19,433.60. 

Funds secured by the personal efforts of Secretary and field 
agent for the quadrennium are as follows: First year, 
$3,184.35; second year, $6,937.77; third year, $6,639.48; fourth 
year (including $4,336.50 in bequests), $16,805.48. Total, 
$33,542.24. This, added to the chart collections, gives us a 
grand total of $53,000.68. 

But much more has been done by way of increasing the as- 
sets of the Society. Real estate has been secured to the amount: 
of $28,500, as our books show it, but in fact it is worth very 
much more. These properties belong to the Society absolutely,. 
as it holds warranty deeds for them, but they are non-produc- 
tive for the present, as the donors retain in them a life interest. 
The parties who have been so graciously moved to give us their 
property are, with one exception, far advanced in life. Now 
add the real estate, even at the low figure we have quoted it, to. 
the cash funds of the Society, and it makes a total of $137,- 
449.98, a gain of $70,941.64 for the quadrennial term. In this: 
connection I should say that ere long a neat sum, probably 
$20,000, will be realized from the notes we now hold in favor 
ot the society. 

LOANS MADE. 


The loans granted during the four years to churches and 
parsonages may be summarized thus: First year, $15,025; sec- 
ond year, $16,178.12; third year, $24,104.48; and for the fourth 
year, $36,885.52. Total, $92,198.12. This is $32,022.32 in ex- 
cess of the previous quadrennium. At this time we have loans. 
altogether, or in part unpaid, on 153 churches and parsonages.. 
But the larger our funds the greater and more urgent the de- 
mands made upon us. The calls for help are increasing out of 
all proportion to the income of the Board. Already there are 
applications for aid on hand for next year to the amount of 
$15,000 or more. Only a part of these, however, have been 
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acted upon. Our committee felt no disposition to burden the 
incoming administration with unpaid obligations. Since the 
last General Conference we have given help to 119 churches 
and parsonages. From the beginning 470 have been aided. A 
few of these are duplicates. It is difficult to ascertain the ma- 
terial value of these structures, and vastly more difficult would 
it be to reckon their moral and spiritual worth to the Church 
at large. 


PARSONAGE FUND. 


Thus far I have not separated the church-erection and par- 
sonage-erection funds in the totals I have given, as both are 
handled by the same Board and upon the same principle. This 
fund was inaugurated in 1900, Brother John Dodds making 
the first donation thereto of $1,000. Later he added $600 more. 
Brother John Hulitt, an honored member of this body, followed 
Brother Dodds with a gift of $250. Other smaller contribu- 
tions were made, enlarging the fund to $1,599.60 by May 1, 
1901. This sum has been increased slowly, yet certainly, until 
we now have $5,911.59. The first-year of the quadrennium we 
raised $766.60; second year, $853.33; third year, $1,574.06; and 
the fourth year, $1,118. Total, $4,311.99. 

I am confident our people are not as keenly alive to the im- 
portance of this department as they ought to be. No pastoral 
charge is at its best in the absence of a manse. Such a pro- 
vision not only secures a home for the minister, but provides 
headquarters for the congregation. It also removes the ele- 
ment of uncertainty and dread which so many preachers ex- 
perience when they are compelled to move without knowing 
where they are to go. Further, a parsonage for every charge 
would insure better ministerial support, which is so desirable 
in many portions of the Church, and at the same time save no 
little missionary money, which is spent, in many instances, in 
providing a home for the pastor’s family. The fact that over 
half of our itinerants are homeless should itself appeal to the 
more thoughtful of the Church, and lead those of means to 
contribute largely to a cause so worthy. I could have raised 
more money for it if we had not been pressed so sorely for 
church-erection help, but it was unwise, as I thought, to let up 
in our appeals for the latter in view of the demands made upon 
us. We have loaned $6,550 to 24 parsonages during the four 
years. Total loans made from the fund, $7,900. Total number 
of parsonages aided, 29. 
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THE OUTLOOK. 


The church-erection department has a glorious future before 
it if wisely managed. The interest taken in it to-day is much 
more intense and wide-spread than ever before. It is being 
recognized more and more as an absolutely essential element in 
aggressive, successful church work. Our people of financial 
ability, having faith in its policy, are already looking toward 
it as a good place to invest their money. Quite a number 
within the last few years-have willed all they have, or expect to 
have, to the Society. Some of these have made the General 
Secretary their executor, placing the legal papers with the 
Board for safe-keeping. Thus it will be seen that ere long 
large sums will be at the disposal of the Board for its work. 
Without special effort on the part of any one there will come 
to this department in a very few years, through the collection 
of notes and bequests, and the sale of real estate, from $75,000 
to $100,000. Thus, you see, through the increase of funds, 
and the reémployment of those funds, multiplying over and 
over again their power for good, the Church will be able to 
greatly extend her work, and to guarantee that permanency 
which we lack in so many of our fields. 


OTHER WORK. 


In addition to office work, which is constantly growing, the 
visiting of conferences, the collection of out-standing loans, 
and the raising of new funds, I secured on local church debts 
in cash and subscription $63,500.* I also visited, as time and 
opportunity permitted, important points in the different con- 
ferences where the building of new churches was contem- 
plated, and rendered what service I could in securing the right 
location for our people. 

To meet even in a limited measure the demands of the work 
required travel by public and private conveyance to the extent 
of 91,344 miles. I am glad to say, however, that this was done 
at a comparatively small cost to the Society. During the 
quadrennium my own actual expenses were only, upon an 
average, $280.72 a year. This low figure was made possible 
by the local churches I visited paying my expenses in part or 


altogether. 
RECAPITULATION. 


Collected on loans to churches and parsonages.... $53,810 29 
New funds collected for church and parsonage erec- 
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Real estate secured by deed: .......5.-.-.5.-..006% $28,500 00 
Raised in cash and subscription on local debts.... $638,500 06 
Joans made to parsonages .....-....5.-,0+.-.-. $6,550 00 
ibonicrimade GO) CHUrCDESes «sues ercie s+ «ele rorelee'eces 1s $92,193 12 
Number omehurches aided .....--..+-+-00sescs 0 95 
Number of parsonages aided ....... nee rita see 24 
Number of churches aided from the beginning... . 441 
Number of parsonages aided from the beginning. . 29 
Money loaned to churches from the beginning..... $291,750 00 
Money loaned to parsonages from the beginning.. $7,900 00 
Pilitlecmiravcledicn stucco cc can cpa cee onel ee shale. scars cere 91,844 
RECOM MENDATIONS. 


I make the following recommendations: 

1. That a Sabbath be designated: for a free-will offering to 
church or parsonage erection, the Board to determine which 
is most needy at the time. Special days have been set apart 
for other general departments of the Church, which is a wise 
provision looking toward their support. Can we not give the 
contributions of one Sabbath out of fifty-two to this great in- 
terest? I can think of no day more appropriate than Easter 
Sunday. I do not suggest that the appeal be made to the Sun- 
day school, Young People’s Society, Ladies’ Aid, or any other 
organization, but’to the regular congregation through the pas- 
tor. Such a plan, I am sure, would not interfere with any 
other interest, but it would prove helpful to the Church-Erec- 
tion Society, not only by adding to its funds, but also in train- 
ing our people to support the work. 

2. I think it advisable to put restrictions around the Board 
in the matter of granting loans. I do not believe the Society 
should place money on any church costing over $10,000, ex- 
elusive of lot. If a congregation must have a better edifice 
than this, it ought to carry whatever debt it incurs without 
the aid of church erection. I am frank to confess that the 
larger and more expensive churches are draining our treasury, 
and your Board finds itself next to helpless in its attempts to 
remedy the difficulty. Our Methodist Episcopal friends ex- 
perienced the very same trouble. Though their funds for 
church-erection purposes aggregate yearly ten times as much 
as ours, yet they were compelled to seek relief through special 
legislation at the hands of their last General Conference. The 
costly churches made such demands upon their society, backed 
by conference officials and bishops, as to greatly hinder its 
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work in aiding the poorer and more needy congregations. As 
I understand it, the design of church erection is to assist weak 
societies, not to costly, imposing edifices, but to comfort- 
able, respectable places of worship. Our mission fields need 
and deserve special attention. With these things in view the 
many give to the cause. The strength of our appeal for money 
is in the fact that it is to help the poor. This is the one feature 
of it, above all others, that strikes our people and stirs their 
generous nature. But let it be understood that a large part of 
this money we raise goes into costly churches and you will 
close up largely the source of revenue to this cause. I would 
make this proviso, however: When the interests of a confer- 
ence, or of the Church at large, make it necessary to build an 
edifice at some strategic point over-reaching this limit in cost, 
, and the congregation and conference are not able to furnish 
the required amount, it shall be the prerogative of the Board 
to make a call to the Church at large, or to the Church in a cer- 
tain district, for special contributions to aid the enterprise, and 
such funds as are secured by this appeal shall be used for that 
purpose. I am in sympathy with the whole Church and with 
every worthy enterprise it undertakes, but unless we can give 
more aid to the churches in our weaker conferences and mis- 
sion fields, we cannot hope to make the progress we so greatly 
desire. In some way we must bring our strong conferences in 
touch with the really needy portions of the Church, for by no 
other method, reason as you may, is it possible to build up and 
maintain a well-proportioned and strongly-developed organiza- 
tion. No greater calamity could befall our Church-Erection 
Society than to have its funds diverted from newly-oceupied 
fields, where growth and permanency depend so largely upon 
the support it is designed to give. My great anxiety to see our 
home mission work succeed is my only apology for speaking 
so earnestly on this point. I suggest, however, that the limit 
proposed, if adopted, be not applied to applications already in 
the hands of the Secretary. 


FIELD HELP. 
For the last two and a half years Rev. S. OC. Coblentz has 
been in the field as a special solicitor, and has rendered most 
excellent service. He has not only shown himself eminently 


adapted to money-getting, but has proved helpful to the pas- 
tors and churches among whom he has gone. 
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LITERATURE. 


I wish in this public manner to acknowledge the great help 
the Religious Telescope has been to me in the work of the last 
four years. I have found that our people can be reached more 
certainly and effectively through the Church organ than in any 
cther way, and I am gratified to know that page 17, so kindly 
allotted to my department, is widely read each week. I hope 
this page will be available for use by the Secretary during the 
next quadrennium. It is but just to say that the Watchword 
lias also been of service in bringing to the attention of the 
young people the needs and importance of church erection, and 
in securing their codperation. 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 


My report to you would be incomplete if I did not mention 
the faithful helpers who, with myself, constitute the executive 
committee of the Society. Early in the quadrennium it was 
the committee of the Missionary Society, but later was made 
up of Drs. G. P. Macklin and H. H. Fout, Editor H. F. Shupe, 
and Hon. J. C. Myers. When I think of the time they gave to 
the work, the intelligent interest manifested by them in its 
every phase, the many words-of encouragement they have had 
for me, and the real service they have rendered in a general 
way, I cannot find words to express my gratitude and feelings 
of good will. God knows how faithful, and, withal, how help- 
ful they have been, and will richly reward them for what they 
have done. 

PERSONAL. 


Personally, I could not have asked better treatment than my 
brethren gave me when I went among them in the interest of 
the Society. Indeed, the consideration accorded me was much 
more than I deserved. During the four years I have, no doubt, 
made many blunders, but in spite of these the Church has been 
indulgent and shown me very great kindness. Whatever my mis- 
takes, beloved, I have tried to do right, seeking only to honor 
Christ in the upbuilding of his church. In your hours of 
communion with God I trust you will still remember me. 


W. M. WEEELEY. 


Tur Presipine BisHop. What is your pleasure regarding this re- 
port ? 
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Rev. D. W. Sprinkue, of East Ohio Conference. JI move it be re- 
ferred to the appropriate committee. 

Motion seconded by Rev. L. W. Stahl. 

Tue Preswine Bisnor. All in favor of the reference will raise your 
hand. All opposed, like sign. It is so referred. Will it now please 
the Conference to hear the report of the Publishing Agent? 

Voices. Hear, hear. 

Tue Presipinc BisHor. Do you desire the report to be distributed 
first ¢ 

Voice. Have four men distribute; the pages are too small. 

Dr. Funk. Mr. Chairman, I am sorry if any one feels badly be-. 
cause of the dear little boys we have here. They were selected by the 
committee, and J am sure are willing to give the best service they can; 
but if the brethren wish me to select some one else, I will do it. 

Rey. A. R. Ayrss, of Pennsylvania Conference. Let us bear with 
the boys. 

Tue Prusiping BisHop. The boys will please proceed then. I be- 
lieve, however, you ought to have four persons to distribute. 

Rey. W. OC. Frins, of Sandusky Conference. I suggest that two be 
added to these, having four instead of two. 

Dr. Funk. I will be glad to furnish these at the next session. 

Dr. H. U. Roop. May we not have a rest by singing a song ? 

THe Presipine BrsHop. What is the pleasure of the Conference? 

Dr. Funk. Sing “America.” 

Conference arose and sang with a vim. - 

Tue Presipinc Bisnop. In the reading of this report, Brother 
Burkert, of Miami Conference, will read the report of the Board of 
Trustees of the Publishing House. 


Rev. C. J. Burkert read the report of the Trustees oe the Publish- 
ing House. 


REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE PUBLISHING HOUSE. 
To the General Conference of 1905. 

The Board of Trustees of the Publishing House, in accord 
with the provisions of Discipline, with pleasure presents for 
your consideration its report for the quadrennium. 

The Board was called to organize for the quadrennium May 
20, 1901, in Frederick City, Maryland. ©. J. Burkert was 
Berea president and E. R. Smith secretary. The Local Com- 
mitte for the time was made to consist of the president of the 
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Board, C. J. Burkert, S. E. Kumler, and 8S. D. Faust. At this 
meeting Rey. H. A. Thompson, D. D., was elected to help in 
editing the Sund'ay-school literature. 

At a called session of the Board, held in Dayton, Ohio, May 
29, 1902, Rev. G. M. Mathews, D. D., having been elected to 
the bishopric to fill the vacaney occasioned by the death of 
Bishop J. W. Hott, D. D., resigned his position as associate 
editor of the Religious Telescope, and Rev. J. M. Phillippi, 
D. D., was elected to fill the place so made vacant. 

Within the term of four years, since the previous General 
Conference, the manufacturing building was remodeled and a 
fine fourteen-story office building was built. The remodeling 
of the manufacturing building was authorized by the Board at 
a called meeting, held in Dayton, Ohio, December 29, 1902. 
The work was completed by April 1, 1904. An extra session 
of the Board was also held on July 28, 1908. At this meeting 
the erection of the new office building was authorized, and the 
plans and specifications presented by the Agent were approved. 
This building was practically ready for occupancy April 1, 
1905. This office building occupies the ground lying imme- 
diately upon the northeast corner of Main and Fourth streets, 
Dayton, Ohio. 

On account of these building projects the real estate has 
been increased in valuation from $115,000, in 1901, to $195,000 
in 1905. Largely owing to the same cause the gross assets of 
the House increased during the quadrennium from $324,782.93 
to $710,417.81. The indebtedness of the House at the present 
time is $307,441.98. 

The annual inventories were under the care of the executive 
committee. These inventories were presented to the Local 
Committee by the Agent. The foremen of the several depart- 
ments of the House were also called upon for information, each 
with reference to his own department. 

Subsidies to the German literature were paid as ordered by 
the last General Conference. - 

The International Bible Agency was sold to Winston & Co. 
within the first year of the term. The former partners of the 
agency have not been able as yet to bring their business to a 
final close. The present indications suggest an early final ad- 
justment of everything in connection with the agency as re- 
lated to the House. 

At the recent meeting of the Board, held April 25, 1905, it 
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was decided to close the Jocal book-store and to maintain a 
mail-order department to serve the Church at large. This was 
done in view of the fact that the book business is constantly 
gathering about itself increasing difficulties, and, further, it 
was thought that the denomination at large could be equally as 
well served through a mail-order department whether a local 
book-store were maintained or not. The local book trade has, 
upon the whole, not been remunerative. 

The marked prosperity of the former quadrennium, under 
the blessing of the Almighty, has been continued down to the 
present. The facilities of the House have been taxed to their 
utmost in meeting the requirements of its constantly increas- 
ing business. Our conviction is that the business prosperity 
of the House well attests the wisdom and faithfulness of the 
Agent, W. R. Funk, in the administration of the interests com- 
mited to his care by the previous General Conference. Be- 
tween him and the Board the most pleasant relations have 
existed. Among the members of the Board itself a most delight- 
ful spirit of fraternity and unanimity has always been mani- 
fest. No important action of the quadrennium has lacked a 
unanimous vote. 

For a full and complete statement of everything pertaining 
to the business of the term we respectfully refer you to the 
Agent’s report, which has our most hearty endorsement. 

The Board presents the following recommendations: 

1. That the General Conference elect two editors of Sun- 
day-school literature, an editor-in-chief and an associate, and 
that these editors be expected to furnish all the matter for our 
Sunday-school literature. 

2. That the further continuance of the United Brethren 
Review be carefully considered by the General Conference, and 
that the editorial work upon it be determined by that body. 

38. That the book committee be enlarged; that it be com- 
posed of the editor-in-chiéf of the Telescope, editor of the 
Watchword, editor-in-chief of Sunday-school literature, the 
professor of theology in Union Biblical Seminary, and the 
Publishing Agent; that all manuscripts be presented to the 
committee through the Publishing Agent of the Church, who 
shall have authority to call said committee. 

4. That the Publishing House contribute $500 per year dur- 
ing the quadrennium to the Ohio German Conference to assist 
them in the publication of their German literature. 
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5. That such improvements as can be made in the litera- 
ture of the Church from time to time be made by the House, 
said mechanical improvements to be determined by the business 
management of the institution. : 

C. J. Burxert, President, 
EK. R. Smiru, Secretary, 

T. J. Harpaucu, 

Marr Epmonps, 

GrorcE MILLER, 

D. W. SPRINKLE, 

L. W. Sraut, 

S. E. Kumismr, 

S. D. Faust, Trustees. 


Dr. Funk then read his report as Agent of the Printing Establish- 
ment. 
REPORT OF THE AGENT OF THE PUBLISHING HOUSE. 


To the Members of the General Conference of 1905. 

BRETHREN: In making this, my second report as Publishing 
Agent of the denomination, I do so realizing the responsibility 
that rests upon me, and with a firm desire to place the facts 
and figures before you in as open a manner as is possible. 

The quadrennium just closed has been one of earnest toil on 
the part of all connected with the institution. The outcome 
has been quite satisfactory to the management,.and I trust 
may prove so to your honorable body, although it is but just 
that I say that we might have accomplished more if we had 
worked harder and had more wisdom in judgment. 

I submit my report with the hope that you may find some de- 
light in the results achieved. Without the multiplication of 
words I enter the statement of facts. The net assets of the 
House April 1, 1901, were $303,179.99. On April 1, 1905, they 
were $402,975.83, a gain in net assets of $99,795.84. The gross 
assets April 1, 1901, were $307,831.15, while April 1, 1905, they 
were $710,417.81, a gain of $402,580.66 This condition was 
brought about principally by the erection of the new office 
pbuilding, as well as the new manufacturing building, both of 
which were erected during this quadrennium. The manufac- 
turing building was erected at a cost of $75,000, and we have 
already paid on the new office building $290,700. The balance 
of this increase in the gross assets of the institution is due to 
the purchase of machinery and equipment. You will- under- 
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stand that the cost of the new office building does not figure in 
the net assets of the House at all. The increase in the net 
assets of $99,795.84 was due to the erection of the manufactur- 
ing building and additions of machinery and’ stock to the in- 
voice of the different departments, the greatest increase in any 
one department being in that of power. 


NEW OFFICE BUILDING. 


In this connection I now lay before the General Conference 
the figures in connection with the new office building which 
has been erected and is now completed. On April 1, 1905, at 
the time when our books are closed for the year and for the 
quadrennium, the building was incomplete. Hence I cannot 
in this report give you complete figures, as my statement is 
based on conditions as they obtained at the above date. We 
had paid on the building at that date $290,700. Of course this 
did not include the interest on money which we wére compelled 
to borrow during the year in order to meet our monthly esti- 
mates on the contract. The amount I have specified was paid 
to the contractors, architect, and for superintendency, ete. I 
estimate that the entire cost of the building will be about 
$325,000. It may be a few thousand dollars more, and it may 
not quite reach that figure. I shall not take much time to de- 
scribe this building. Many of you have inspected it on your 
trip to this session. Allow me to say that it is a modern, fire- 
proof structure, fourteen stories high. The first andi second 
stories are used for storerooms, while the remaining twelve 
-stories have been fitted up for office use, there being a total of 
192 office rooms in the original plan of the building on these 
twelve floors. It has been equipped with all modern conven- 
iences, hot and cold water in every suite of offices, safe deposit 
vault, with electric and gas fixtures, telephone and telegraph 
service, fire hose-reel on every floor connected with the city fire 
department; in fact, everything that goes to make up a modern 
building, such as is found in any of the great cities, has been 
applied to this building. The location of the building makes 
it a property with a future. The city of Dayton is constantly 
growing in population. The heart of the city will always be 
near where the United Brethren Publishing House and its of- 
fice building now stand. If any building is occupied, certain- 
ly the United Brethren Building will be. I grant you that the 
undertaking is a great one, and came about not through frivo- 
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lous or ill-advised action on the part of any one. I hold my- 
self responsible for the presénce of the new United Brethren 
Building, although I am glad to say to this General Conference 
that I laid before the annual conferences the plan, even to the 
estimating of the cost as nearly as I could, and received the 
hearty approval and codperation of every one; and the Board 
of Trustees, whose business sagacity and wisdom I am sure you 
recognize, have gone into the matter in detail from time to 
time and passed enthusiastically upon the plans as finally 
agreed upon. No great undertaking like this can be worked 
out in a year or two, but must have time in order to bring 
about the desired results. I am not unconscious of the fact 
that there is a certain amount of risk either to the individual 
or to the corporation that undertakes such heavy propositions, 
but I am just as well convinced now as when we were com- 
pelled on account of the offer made us for the use of the first 
and second floors to reach a conclusion to build, that the en- 
terprise is both timely and on the strongest possible financial 
foundation, and because of this I have unlimited confidence 
in the final outcome. Of course, the sooner the debt is paid 
the quicker the Church will receive returns from the invest- 
ment. There is one comfort that I have in connection with my 
relation to this institution, both in the publishing department 
distinctively and the office building project as well, that I 
have not covered up anything in connection with the work of 
the House. I believe that most of you have read! the statement 
of the plan for the financing of this enterprise in the Telescope 
of April, 1904, in which was outlined the method and plan of 
carrying forward the undertaking. My estimates have proved 
substantially correct. Only one thing did not appear in 
that statement, and that was the fee of the architect. Of 
course we all knew that we had an architect and that we must 
pay him, and, in view of what he has done for us, his money 
has been well earned. Our plan of financing has worked out 
nicely. I have sold all of the bonds except $20,000. These will 
not be sold unless the necessities require, as it seems clear from 
present indications that we can carry the indebtedness and 
avoid the selling of this much of the bond issue. In all such 
work as this exigencies will arise. One has come up in this 
case that we could not possibly have foreseen. About a month 
‘or six weeks after we contracted: with Mr. Cohen for the first 
and second floors of our new building, which carried with it 
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the erection of the structure, we learned that a large addition 
was to be made to one of the best office buildings in the city. 
This affects us only in on particular. It places on the market 
at about ‘one and the same time over three hundred new, mod- 
ernly-equipped offices in these two buildings. Of course, our 
competitors will receive their share of patronage for office 
space. I+ will extend the time of the filling up of our building 
just a little longer, but the final outcome will not be affected. 
We could have had our building completely occupied had we 
been willing to take all who came to us seeking space, but we 
have rigidly adhered to two principles—first, desirable ten- 
ants, and, second, as long a lease as possible. These condi- 
tions, of course, will bar the transient tenant, and also remove 
undesirable people from the occupancy of our offices. Our 
chief competitor in the office-building matter certainly has great 
faith in the future of his enterprise, as he has already invested 
nearly $1,000,000 in his building, being more than twice as 
much as we have put into ours. His location is not so good, 
not even being on the corner of a street, and is further away 
from the center of the city, so that we fear no danger as to the 
future. 

In the working out of the financial plan I have been able to 
sell $226,500 of the bonds up to the date of April 1, 1905, with- 
out any cost to the institution for the sale of same. I have 
‘had no difficulty to borrow at five per cent. all the money that 
we will need above the sale of bonds for the financing of the 
enterprise. The only thing that I ask of this General Confer- 
ence for this department of work is that it be carefully pro- 
tected and fostered for the next quadrennium in order that it 
may be placed in perfect running order, and then the results, 
I am sure, will be perfectly satisfactory to even the most. 
doubtful at the present time. The real estate that we now 
hold as an institution is valued, including what has already 
been paid on the new office building, at $485,700. This in- 
cludes the manufacturing building, the ground under the new 
building, and the payments already made on the new building: 
itself. It is our purpose to keep the accounts of the Publish- 
ing House as a manufacturing department separate from that 
of the office building in order that we. may know exactly what: 
these two different lines are doing, and especially that we may 
see the results as they come in the management of the office» 
building itself. I would have you remember that the increase. 
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in the net assets is due entirely to the work that has been ac- 
complished in the Publishing House proper during this quad- 
renninum, and I hope it is inspiring to the members of the 
conference. 

THE PROFITS OF THE HOUSE. 


The profits of the House for the four years ending April 1, 
1905, were $146,689.53. We paid in- subsidies and dividends, 
1902, $16,063.88; in 19038, $11,596.44; in 1904, $11,632.85; in 
1905, $7,600.52, a total of $46,893.69. While this does not 
come up to the request made by the General Conference at 
Frederick, that we pay the Church $50,000 during this quad- 
rennium, I am sure, in view of what we have done in the re- 
building of the House, that we have accomplished much for 
the denomination. 

I would have you consider also my statement in connection 
with our periodical literature, as we have spent so much more 
money on our periodicals this quadrennium than we did the 
preceding one. But, with all, we have only fallen $3,206.31 be- 
low the point set by the General Conference for us to reach, if 
possible. It is a difficult thing for some one outside of the 
business management of any enterprise to estimate just’ what 
that business can do within a given time. Those who have had 
any experience in commercial life will grant me this statement 
as being a veritable fact. 


OUR INDEBTEDNESS. 


You will see by examining the report that the printing es- 
tablishment owes on outstanding account $10,741.98, and has 
borrowed money April 1, 1905, $5,500, making a total of $16,- 
941.98. The new office building account has borrowed money, 
$64,700. There is outstanding April 1, 1905, $226,500 of bonds, 
making a total indebtedness on the office building at the above 
date of $291,200. We owe on the contract and to our architect 
about $34,000, so that our total indebtedness will be in the 
neighborhood of $325,000 on the new building when it has 
been completed and our contracts paid. The total indebtedness 
of the entire business April 1, 1905, was $307,441.98. Against 
this could be placed the cash on hand in the two funds amount- 
ing to $5,264.35. There is due us on outstanding accounts at 
the above date $46,261.41, a total of $51,525.76. Allow me to 
assure the General Conference that there is no difficulty on the 
part of the House handling these finances. It was in the 
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original plan as submitted, to which I referred above, that the 
Publishing House itself should take the remaining amount of 
the indebtedness incurred above the sale of $250,000 of bonds. 
It is my hope that all of the debt above the bond issue can be 
paid by the House during the coming quadrennium. It is 
also my hope that the building itself will pay off the first and 
second series of bonds, which amount to $47,000. This would 
reduce the indebtedness to considerably below $200,000 at the 
end of the coming quadrennium. This is what I believe can 
be done and ought to be done, but to gain this point the House 
must not be expected to carry any other burdens aside from 
this. 
THE CASH RECEIPTS FOR THE FOUR YEARS. 


On examination we find our cash receipts for the four years, 
not including the new building account, was $1,066,382.86, 
while for the preceding quadrennium they were $822,602.31, a 
gain of $139,007.72. This gain averages $34,751.93 per year for 
the term. This gain has been very encouraging and due to our 
increasing business. 


MANUFACTORY. 


This department of the Publishing House has undergone a 
marvelous change since the last meeting of this body. The 
press-room, job-room, linotype department, and engraving de- 
partment have been relocated and remodeled. The wisdom of 
the move is more and more apparent, as our work has been 
dispatched and results are more satisfactory. The.bindery has 
been enlarged and is now a “model” in its equipment, and its 
ability to turn out good work is recognized. The foundry has 
also been extended and strengthened, and is to-day one of the 
best in the State. The work done by our departments is recog- 
nized as standard wherever it goes. We do the very best 
printing, electrotyping, engraving, and binding. Our equip- 
ment is kept abreast with the times. New machinery, modern 
in every way, has been installed in all our departments. This 
gives us chance for increased business. 


INTERNATIONAL BIBLE AGENCY. 

Since the last General Conference we have disposed of the 
interest of the Publishing House in the above agency. Indeed, 
all the partners sold their interests to the Winston Company, 
of Philadelphia. The final accounting of the closing of the 
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partnership has not been made. We will lose the original cap- 
ital put into the enterprise, and may be called upon to meet a 
still further loss of about $3,000 or more in the final settlement. 
By the nature of the sale it will require five years to deter- 
mine the partnership. Our sale was, in my judgment, a fortu- 
nate termination of a very bad business undertaking. 


OUR GERMAN WORK. 


At the last meeting of this body the German department of 
the Publishing House was ordered closed. The same body di- 
rected that the House pay a subsidy of $1,000 for the first year, 
and $500 each subsequent year, to the Ohio German Confer- 
ence to assist them in the publication of their literature. This 
we have done, and the arrangement has been satisfactory to all 
concerned. 

CHURCH LITIGATION. 


T am glad to report that the litigation arising from the Radi- 
cal members of our Church withdrawing from us and forming 
a new church has, to all appearance, come to an end. We have 
not paid out any money to that purpose this quadrennium. It 
is comforting that, in all the many decisions made by local, 
State, and National courts, all the higher courts except the 
Supreme Court of Michigan decided in our favor. Only two 
of the lower caurts gave them a decision, and in California 
they were reversed by the Supreme Court, which rendered a 
very sweeping decision in our favor since your meeting at 
Frederick. 

WHAT IS OWED US. 


On examination of the accounts of the House, April 1, 1905, 
you will find due the House on outstanding accounts $46,261.41. 
This, compared with the report of four years ago, shows a no- 
ticeable increase, as there was due the House April 1, 1901, 
$35,932.95, a difference of $10,328.46. We have aimed to gather 
in the old accounts of the House, and in the main have been 
successful in accomplishing this work. It is true that we have 
some outstanding accounts that are not only old, but are com- 
paratively worthless, but they have not been counted into the 
above item, having been already charged to profit and loss. 
Much of what is owed us are accounts against pastors who have 
not heeded our earnest appeal, and when referred to the an- 
nual conferences have been permitted to pass without any 
definite action on the part of the conferences. It is a trying 
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matter to deal with these cases, and they enter into the very 
life of the institution, due to the fact that much of this 
account is made up of unpaid subscriptions to the Religious 
Telescope, causing that periodical to suffer because these ac- 
counts are unpaid. It is true, also, that we lose some com- 
mercial accounts, but we have been very fortunate in that mat- 
ter. The reason for this enlarged amount of outstanding ac- 
counts due us is because of the increased business that we are 
doing. We give three months’ credit in a commercial way, and 
a year’s credit to our pastors and Sunday schools. We are try- 
ing to emphasize with all of our people the wisdom of quar- 
terly settlements, and I trust that this General Conference may 
again emphasize that point, as it means much to the House. 
If we can have our money every quarter we can accomplish 
much more in a year’s time. While it is true that we have 
charged a number of old accounts to profit and loss, that does 
not mean that we are not making an effort to collect them. 
We have had good success in the collection of profit and loss 
accounts, and the policy of the House will be to continue this 
effort. It seems to me that if the General Conference could 
make it obligatory upon the ministry of the Church to settle 
their accounts annually with the House it would be not only 
a good thing for the institution, but for the men themselves. 
Many of them take subscriptions for the Religious Telescope, 
receive the money from the subscribers, send in the subscrip- 
tions and asked that they be charged, and then use the money 
for other things. This in itself is wrong and is the develop- 
ment of wrong business principles. Not all of our pastors by 
any means do this, but in nearly every case where we have an 
old account this fact obtains. I think the General Conference 
ought to know this, and, in view of its importance, act ac- 
cordingly. 
POWER DEPARTMENT. 


During this quadrennium we have found it an absolute 
necessity, on account of the erection of the new office building, 
to inerease the power department, so we have expended some- 
thing over $9,000 for new boilers, a new engine, and a new 
electric generator. This gives us an equipment of two elec- 
tric generators, directly connected with heavy engines that will 
certainly furnish us enough power to run our plant and also 
provide our light. 

The electric wiring in our new buildings was done accord- 
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ing to the latest ideas and installed according to the regula- 
tions of the Board of Underwriters, and I feel certain that our 
chances of fire have been accordingly reduced on account of the 
eare with which this installation has been made. 


CHANGES IN THE OFFICIALS OF THE HOUSE. 


During this quadrennium there has come a change in the 
personnel of the editorial force. Rev. G. M. Mathews, D. D., 
was elected at the Frederick General Conference as associate 
editor of the Religious Telescope, and was, after the death ot 
Bishop J. W. Hott, D. D., selected by a ballot cast by the mem- 
bers of the Frederick General Conference as his successor in the 
office of bishop. The vacancy caused by his selection for this 
exalted position was filled by appointment, by the Board of 
Trustees, of Rey. J. M. Phillippi, Ph. D., who has filled accept- 
ably the position for the remaining part of the quadrennium. 


NEW MACHINERY. 


During the quadrennium we have spent for new machinery 
and fixtures throughout the plant $31,722.24. This, added to 
an expenditure of over $75,000 paid out in the remodeling of 
our manufacturing building, gives us a total for improvements 
in the publishing plant proper of at least $106,722.24. This 
does not include the electric wiring and other items that might 
be considered as permanent improvements in connection with 
the plant. Hence my statement is made without definite 
figures. Of course, it must be remembered that we owe on the 
remodeling of the manufacturing building $5,500, which is 
found in our “Bills Payable” in the financial report herewith 
submitted. 

OUR PERIODICALS. 

In making comparison for our literature I desire to do so in 
the plainest possible manner, so that every member of this body 
may see just the real condition of our periodicals. The circu- 
lation of the Religious Telescope on April 1, 1901, four years 
ago, was 20,700. Its circulation April 1, 1905, was 20,100, a de- 
crease of 600. The Watchword circulation April 1, 1901, was 
20,500; April 1, 1905, 34,500, a gain of 14,000. The Children’s 
Friend had an average circulation April 1, 1901, of 33,000. Its 
circulation April 1, 1905, was 29,416, a loss of 3,584. Lessons 
for the Little Ones had a circulation April 1, 1901, of 48,750; 
April 1, 1905, 47,000, a loss of 1,750. Our Bible Teacher had 
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a circulation April 1, 1901, of 7,525; April 1, 1905, 8,291, a 
gain of 766. Our Bible Lesson Quarterly had a circulation 
April 1, 1901, of 147,000; April 1, 1905, 149,000, a gain of 
2,000. Intermediate Quarterly had a circulation April 1, 
1901, of 49,250; April 1, 1905, 56,250, a gain of 7,000. The 
Home Department Quarterly had a circulation April 1, 1901, 
of 3,225; April 1, 1905, 7,250, a gain of 4,025. German Lesson 
Quarterly had a circulation April 1, 1901, of 2,900; April 1, 
1905, 2,650, a loss of 250. The United Brethren Review had a 
circulation April 1, 1901, of 1,000; April 1, 1905, 1,050, a gain 
of 50. Our Bible Lesson Charts had a circulation April 1, 
1901, of 847; April 1, 1905, of 825, a loss of 22. Bible Pictures 
for the Little Ones had a circulation April 1, 1901, of 46,250; 
April 1, 1905, 44,341, a loss of 1,909. Weekly Bible Lesson 
Leaves, April 1, 1905, 13,000 circulation. This is all gain. 
Quarterly Bulletin had a circulation April 1, 1901, of 2,000; 
April 1, 1905, 2,500, a gain of 500. 

It will be seen that’ I have left out the Search Light and 
Woman’s Evangel from this list, in view of the fact that they 
are not publications of the house and should not be considered 
in the calculation of our literature in its losses and gains. You 
will see by this that the Telescope has lost 600 during the quad- 
rennium, due to one thing in the month of March, 1905; name- 
ly, the slowness with which the clubs were renewed in that 
month. We are now issuing as many Telescopes as we did 
four years ago. There is a certain amount of fluctuation in 
the circulation of all our literature. The Watchword shows a 
gain of 14,000 in the four years, with every promise for an in- 
creased circulation. The Children’s Friend shows a loss of 
3,584. This decrease has been almost constant for many years, 
but we are glad to say that since the 1st of J anuary the Chil- 
dren’s Friend has gone up until now it has a circulation above 
that which it had four years ago, and I think the problem of 
its circulation has been solved by its improved condition. The 
Lessons for the Little Ones show a loss of 1,750, due, I think, 
to the presence of the picture cards and the Friend for Boys 
and Girls, although this small number in such a circulation 
does not figure much in the standing of any periodical. When 
you have a circulation of 47,000 there is bound to be a certain 
amount of change in the figures from quarter to quarter. Our 
Bible Teacher has gained 766 in its average circulation dur- 
ing the term, while Our Bible Lesson Quarterly has gone up 
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2,000 in the average circulation. The Intermediate Quarterly 
has made a magnificent gain of 7,000, the Home Department 
Quarterly following close upon it with a gain of 4,025, while 
the German Quarterly has lost 250. The United Brethren Re- 
view has gained 50 on the circulation accredited to it four 
years ago by the board that had its publication in hand. Our 
Bible Lesson Charts have lost 22, while the Bible Pictures for 
the Little Ones have gone down 1,909. In the presence of all 
this we have a new weekly Bible Lesson Leaf, with an average 
circulation of 13,000. All of this is gain. The Quarterly 
Bulletin has also gained 500. At a glance you will see that the 
gains vastly predominate the losses. The total circulation of 
our literature in 1901, including the Evangel and Search Light, 
was 402,162, as against 424,382 in 1905, a gain of 22,220. If 
we were to deduct the Search Light and) Woman’s Evangel 
from both of these figures, the gain would be greater for our 
own periodicals. Our own publications would show a gain over 
the report of 1901 of 24,111. I think these figures speak for 
themselves and show a very decidedly healthy condition of our 
periodicals. 
THE BOOK-STORE. 

The following is my report to the Board of Trustees at their 
recent session, held in Dayton, Ohio, April 25,1905: 

“In the eight years that I have been connected with this insti- 
tution I have studied conditions surrounding our retail busi- 
ness, and again I am confronted with a condition that I am 
unable to solve. The question in the case is, How to make the 
retail book business a success financially? After eight years of 
trial, I am ready to say to the Board that it is one of the things 
that I cannot do. I am sorry to report a loss in the book-store 
for this year of $772.60, a condition that I have tried to guard 
against with all my energy, and as I am in the habit of telling 
you just what the conditions are, I bring this report of the 
store just as it is. Of the faithfulness and earnestness of the 
superintendent and his coworkers in the store I have no doubt, 
but I cannot solve the problem of handling the store with a 
view to profit to the Church. I do hereby recommend to the 
Board that the stock of the store be reduced as rapidly as 
possible, even at a loss, and that instead of the store a mail- 
order department for the benefit of the Church be maintained, 
and the local retail business be discontinued. This is the only 
solution that I can reach after eight years of study. If the 
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Board has any better suggestion or recommendation I shall be 
glad to act upon it.” : 

As a result of this recommendation the following resolution 
was passed by the Board; the same will be found in Exhibit 
“HI” of their records. Items 2, 3, and 4 of said report read as 
follows: “We recommend the closing of the local book-store 
at the convenience of the management. We recommend the 
establishing of a regular mail-order department. The Agent 
is Instructed to transfer such stock and fixtures from the book- 
store to the mail-order department as will be needed.” 

We have already begun to plan to carry out the provisions 
of these resolutions. This does not mean that the United 
Brethren Publishing House will not be in a position to furnish ~ 
book literature to our Church in the future as it has in the 
past, for I find that such book concerns as Revell & Co., the 
Methodist Book Concern, New York, the Presbyterian Book 
Rooms, Chicago, and others have already changed their local 
book-stores to mail-order departments. The management is 
planning for a large mail-order department, to be located on 
the sixth floor adjoining our regular periodical mailing de- 
partment, and I am sure that in the very near future we will 
be in better position to serve the Church in the matter of book 
supplies than heretofore. The closing out of our retail busi- 
ness in general books, stationery, ete., will result in some imme- 
diate loss to the institution, but in the long run will be a de- 
cided gain and permit us to use valuable space now occupied 
by the store in a more profitable manner. 


BOOKS PUBLISHED. 


During the quadrennium there have come from our presses 
44 different volumes, making almost an average of one for each 
and every month during the quadrennium. A number of these 
volumes are especially adapted to child life. We are seeking 
to increase our list of books along that line. Two very im- 
portant series were issued, known as “The Doctrinal Series,” 
of ten volumes, and “The Devotional Series,” also containing 
ten volumes. These twenty volumes are the product of our 
own people, being written by able men of our own denomina- 
tion. Of the first series nearly 1,500 sets were sold. <The We- 
votional Series,” which came from our presses just recently, 
has had only a moderate sale. Our expectation was not realized 
in this series in reference to the sales. The books are above 
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the average in every individual case, and well deserve a uni- 
versal reading by our people. I wish the General Conference 
could inspire our Church with a greater desire for books of 
this nature. Other books, such as “Apologetics,” by Bishop 
Kephart; “Biography of Weaver,” by Thompson; “Flight of 
the Hebrews,” by Wilson; “Life of Bishop Hott,” by Drury; 
“Criminal Classes,” by Miller; “Getting and Giving,” by 
Weekley; “Christian Calendar,” by Keister; and “The Re- 
vival Thermometer,” by Pearce, are all worthy books and de- 
serve at the hands of our people a very hearty reception. It 
has been the purpose of the management to increase the book 
publications of our Church. This has been the banner quad- 
rennium in the history of the House in the number of its man- 
uscripts issued, and it is our hope that the General Conference 
may enable the House to continue this good work. 


OUR TOILERS. 


I also desire to restate my view in reference to our inside 
working force in the language of my last annual report: 

“There has been perfect peace between the management and 
its employees. The conditions surrounding our people are the 
very best. We expect our people to be true men and women, 
and, holding themselves up to a high degree of efficiency, they 
command the respect of the management. Our superinten- 
dents are strong, reliable, and trustworthy men, full of heart 
for the future success of the institution. The management 
does little discharging of help. An employee in the “U. B.” 
has a promise of a long term of service if he is but faithful. 
We think this is the best for the employee and for the institu- 
arom - 

LOCAL COMMITTER. 

I quote my last annual report verbatim in reference to these 
splendid workers: 

“Again I want to bear testimony to the faithfulness of the 
Local Committee, composed of Rev. ©. J. Burkert, Dr. S. D. 
Faust, and Mr. S. E. Kumler.. They have been untiring in 
their efforts during this quadrenniun, faithful in every parti- 


cular, and ready to give their very best judgment to the vast in- 


terests that are committed to our trust. They have carefully 
gone into the invoice, having every superintendent appear be- 
fore them and questioning them in reference to their work and 
to the invoice as it was submitted, and I am sure that their 
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painstaking and thorough investigation has been a joy to me. 
Our discussions have been earnest and thoughtful as to the fu- 
ture of the institution. They have shared with me many of 
the burdens that have come upon me during this quadrennium, 
and the Church certainly will always remember them as having 
given a gratuitous and hearty service for the upbuilding of this 
department of our general work.” 


BOARD OF TRUSTEES. 


It is with delight that I bear testimony to the faithfulness 
of the Board of Trustees, whose names appear signed to the 
report made to this General Conference. God in his provi- 
dence has spared the life of every one of them. Seven of the 
nine are members of this body, .and when I say that every one 
of these nine faithful men have been true to the trust imposed 
upon them during this historic quadrennium, I am stating a 
simple, plain truth. They have come regularly to the annual 
meetings, and have left their own work and have come at my 
call in extraordinary sessions. They have been pronounced in 
their inquiry, examining carefully on all their visits to the 
institution to see whether or not it was carefully managed. 
Their research has been a comfort to me, and I am sure the 
Church ought to be glad that they have had a Board so willing 
to devote valuable time to the consideration of this great depart- 
ment of church work. It is marvelous that our sessions have 
been so unanimous that, in the presence of the great undertak: 

-ing that has been in process of evolution during this quadren- 
nium, there has not appeared in the sessions of the Board any 
personality or unkindly spirit or wrecking criticism that would 
in any way retard the progress of the work. On the other hand, 
these men have been willing to put themselves back of this 
great enterprise, and no one but myself can feel the great 
valv of their action in this matter. To me it meant every- 
thing—their sympathy, their willingness to stand for the en- 
terprise, their readiness to bear criticism if criticism was 
given, their whole-heartedness in the support they have ren- 
dered. May God richly reward them for their faithfulness, 
and may the Church remember them as having rendered an in- 
calculable service. 

EDITORIAL FORCE. 


It has been my joy to labor with the editorial workers during 
this quadrennium. As I said in another part of this report, 
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only one change has occurred during this time, due to the se- 
lection of Dr. Mathews to the position of Bishop of the Church. 
Our relations have not only been pleasant, but to me they have 
been very helpful, and I bear testimony in unqualified terms 
as to the faithfulness of all of this corps of Christian workers. 
They have given to us a literature that in character is above 
criticism, and their faithfulness to me in the management of 
the institution has been of untold service. 


RECOMMENDATIONS. 


1. I recommend that two editors, an editor-in-chief with 
one associate, be elected to edit the Sunday-school literature, 
and that they be expected to furnish all matter for said period- 
_icals. 

2. That the General Conference give consideration to the 
United Brethren Review and provide for its editorial work. 

3. That the Book Committee be composed of the editor-in- 
chief of the Telescope, editor of the Watchword, editor-in- 
chief of the Sunday-school literature, the professor of theology 
in Union Biblical Seminary, and the Publishing Agent. The 
latter shall receive all caenuecipts and shall have power to call 
the committee. 

4. The periodical fee shall be improved in its me- 
chanical make-up from time to time, but said improvement is 
to be determined by the business management. 

5. That the gradation, substantially, of our Sunday-school 
helps be made in accord with the recommendations of the Sun- 
day-School Editorial Association. 

6. That it be obligatory upon every minister of the Church 
to settle his account with the Publishing House before the 
close of the fiscal year. The fiscal year closes April 1. 


FINANCIAL AND STATISTICAL STATEMENT, 


Assets. 
CAI CSU AUC muster tellsvadioas iene, 6. si0' 4 2e:ei suave tein’ alan Gistovetete pen a's $195,000 00 
SOOKE S LOT C Grvede Mest ata acct e''s or oce 916: (eforueta'are efor oloenctonenauaretere ad 70,555 88 
Joppand aeressp Department 21.61 seiey isis teeela alain cestode 47,722 19 
OWE Ps CDA LINOT Goa sc rec essa scar «59: ous isstete ove fo) cosy exsheuaremlemanehe 19,674 64 
NMiailineee Gar tient: ss. eis0.8 2 <0. occ sleiels susca eee wires 1,912 50 
PN GIESCOPOM NOMS RET (2) si wrt onc1s' ott eile, cteustin a a af woes etaiar at ees 2.164 00 
WWietits City OT Cl eatene tee trep ae fous: alleys cove aa late colors 9f ok aicuiel eve eieay secs) exe 875 00 
Und ave sCH OO MMe AGU es cre occ :seuev) ofa cnc conh Ayepalciowerccen dene 3,992 55 
Aegan) OP ALEMEN Eset soca se<rarenarer a leerarel aerate lores as ee 12,115 22 
LOMITA EATING «eta scce a) «eiaral « later oc erayo ayeroecers 1 aye leee ¢ 5,746 77 
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Engraving Department ....... ee Ne eee ie Renna ci 6,949 
Horse and wagon ........- Sir sca ae ove we ntomttomorenere telele are 140 
Stam ons lsd) eye siiensicnereke ere elie) oreo tere efeieleneteuelei-T ae 114 
Ex SEES ol ey signet Ban ciate 6 Ob ODD Goo tdon bo DoS 168 
OViies IBIS Sao ene ououUoornOOOUCo on dd.c6 occ God 290,700 
WWnitedebrechrenukve view: ces care <ilere 2 ls ets eine atcha iaiet tate 50 
Assembly-room and office fixtures ............------- 735 
Due on outstanding accounts ..........0...sseeee0- 46,261 
Cash on hand—United Brethren Printing Establishment 4,628 
Cash on hand—Office Building .................--.-- 636 
General Conference expense ....-.------++s-++eeeees 274 
(CUORE ORECICMo peas goo roc OnGOMS Feo oUwTOOSS $710,417 
Liabilities. 
Bills Payable. 
We owe borrowed money—U. B. Printing 
Hstablishment: .4 a 4 ees cereseied> cle eisai $ 5,500 00 
We owe other houses on account—U. B. 
Printing Hstablishment............... 10,741 98 
U. B. Office Building—Borrowed money. . 64,700 00 
U. B. Office Building—Bonds outstanding 226,500 00 
Total indebtedness ...........--. $307,441 98 
INetrassetsscsprilel; 1 OUD mo) )elsisreraelernale $402,975 83 
INet assets, April dl, A904 oa. occ ces 371.234 54 
Gain in net assets, April 1, 1905.. $ 31,741 
Dividends paid to conferences during the 
ARSLUD SAC POOREST COIS OO GION EDO Che $ 5,000 00 
Paid to Ohio German Conference ....... 750 00 
Paid to subsidies during the year ....... 1,850 52 
$ 7.600 
Profits for year ending April 1, 1905 $ 39,341 
CASH RECEIPTS FROM APRIL 1, 1904, To aprin 1, 1905. 
Cash on hand- April 1, 1904 ............ $ 3,148 
HVGLIAIOUS eleSCODEs wicrare) + scare, sie cheve rescue ates $ 9,794 15 
BOOKS COLeT SALES! 4 asia estes ols se are tueleerere 45,624 44 
VVC DNVONO Wer eieps-s ot Sw ao icite ce eos ceterei arene 10,386 59 
Sunday-school literature .............00. 31,389 76 
LOWE COM ete ect eininc ols is, oa ord seucnoaenelons 2,274 47 
J BXSAETSIAY cosacran oc CIO oe eae I GERCE eoicnciay ae 533 50 
OUT Vater icreivecesnc oe tnstaiane cae cresneree sre 527 97 
JR RHET RES) BV Fy cate Cicer Ca ERR RR ORT CI ee ae eT 105 24 
PNG CU ELS LIN Suecsrene cs ohecar tes sole saus c\estsce ay eia lst scemesens 8,052 81 
Engraving Department ................. 475 20 
MUS ce llaneCOls mice efeitos caele rarer eos A 44 34 
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OWRD Rac tr eateie onic e ae oe See 393 57 
United Brethren Review ............... 84 70 
WNBACCOUMUSM acres erates od sa stows sua GIES wav 139,852 93 
Receipts. from year’s business .... $249,539 67 
SORE OW CE SIM OMEY 5) ore sav scsle che sle's sy ee aes 44,100 00 
BE ra Cle Cust QAUET Ste ciishestalis, aces fs) wvasia wi temenel-acahacs, Wave i 700 00 

294,339 67 

CASH ACCOUNT. $297,483 29 


Comparative statement of annual receipts and expenditures for 
quadrennium ending April 1, 1905. 


RECEIPTS. 
Gash on hand April 1, 1901 .<.2c.2%...% $ 1,972 83 
1901-1902, from regular business ........ $223,752 83 
1901-1902, from borrowed money ........ 16,200 00 
————————$ 239,952 83 
1902-1908, from regular business ........ $237,614 01 ; 
1902-1903, from borrowed money ....... ..-+eseeee- 
———————$ 237,614 01 
1903-1904, from regular business ........ $250,703 52 
1903-1904, from borrowed money ....... 41.800 00 
——————$ 292,503 52 
1904-1905, from regular business ........ $249,539 67 
1904-1905, from borrowed money ....... 44,800 00 
—————$ 294,339 67 
Total cash receipts for quadrennium .... $1,066,382 86 
Deduct borrowed money and cash on hand 
iNgni 12 UU aeenacine so aacmaciona O60 104,772 83 
Receipts from regular business ........ $ 961.610 03 
1897-1901, receipts from regular business 822,602 31 
INGWASS canon cogsodces 200 Gus $ 139,007 72 
EXPENDITURES. 
1901-1902, current business ............ $220,258 63 
ISTIC PS IGA, ood vcoucodosopedc ono 16,200 00 
—_—_—_—_——§ 236,458 63 
1902-1903, current business .......-...- $238,789 86 
1OUPAIGISS Ini: Geka toovccuts oun co ciod | Sub mnoo Hoc 
——_——§ 238,789 86 
1903-1904, current business ..........-. $293,651 08 
1902-1908, loans .... .-.cce eee ee reece cece ceees 
——_—_—_——§ 298.651 08 
1904-1905, current business ..........-- $236,755 01 
1904-1905, loans .... .2s-eeeeeeeeeeees 56,100 00 
—________§ 292°855 01 
Cash on hand April 1, 1905 ...........-.-- $ 4,628 28 
Total for quadrennium ..........-. $1,066,382 86 
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Deduct borrowed money paid, and cash 


ASEM LG al OO sepsecnereyetsceh dar sik eats eeee ote aeee $ 76,928 28 
Expenditures regular business for the 
OMANI TIM ao ee ye here ceie see et cree eae $ 989,454 58 
1897-1901, Expenditures regular business 
FOL LHe OUAdEeMmMIUI | a) sieucderece sl ceetehere ete ; ' 781,274 49 
Crea Sess sin oo Ree er cuers ere eee $ 208,180 09 


CIRCULATION OF PERIODICALS, © 


Religious Telescope 


Ao ae SS Go coco on 20,700 April el, 1904 sys eee 21,300 
AN SAU U ea 0S ees ort 19,800 Aprile lOO 5m cree 20,100 
EXco rea liel ansl QOS) vavercsycieber sie 20,500 
Watchword. 
Aprilel WOON oc sae camels 20,500 April 1 1904 =r ee 31,500 
Apriliglis L902 os eras 25,500 ADs de 1 O05 aan rete 34,500 
Aprilll 1903 s.cib esses: 30,000 
The Friend for Boys and Girls 
1901-1902, average...... 33,250 1903-1904, average...... 30,666 
1902-19038, average...... 31,750 1904-1905, average...... 29,416 
Our Bible Teacher. 
1901-1902, average...... 7,941 1908-1904, average...... 7,950 
1902-1903, average...... 8,058 1904-1905, average...... 8,291 


Our Bible Lesson Quarterly. 
1901-1902, average..... 149.100 1903-1904, average..... 143,750 


1902-1903, average..... 148,750 1904-1905, average..... 149,000 
Our Intermediate Lesson Quarterly. 2 
1901-1902, average...... 50,250 1903-1904, average...... 54,250 
1902- -1908, average...... 58,750 1904-1905, average...... 56,250 
Our Weekly Lesson Leaves. 

1901-1902, average...... 5,000 1903-1904. average...... 11,500 
1902-1908, average...... 8,500 1904-1905, average...... 13,000 
Lessons for the Little Ones. 

1901-1902, average..... .48,500 1903-1904, average...... 46,833 
1902-1903, average...... 47,583 1904-1905, average...... 47,000 
Our Bible Lesson Picture Charts. 

1901-1902, average...... 746 1903-1904, average...... 805 
1902-1908, average...... 768 1904-1905, average...... 835 
Bible Picture Cards for Our Little Ones. 

1901-1902, average...... 42,000 1903-1904, average...... 44,007 
1902-1908, average...... 48,250 1904-1905, average...... 44,341 
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Our German Sunday-School Lesson Quarterly. 


1901-1902, average...... 2,800 1903-1904, average...... 2,600 
1902-1908, average...... 2,700 .. 1904-1905, avVerage...... 2,650 
Home Department Bible Lesson Quarterly. 

1901-1902, average...... B29 1903-1904, average...... 5,750 
1902-1903, average...... 4,875 1904-1905, average...... 7,350 

: Woman’s Evangel. 

1901-1902, average...... 4,850 1903-1904, average...... 4,600 
1902-1903, average...... 4,600 1904-1905, average...... 5,209 
Search Light. 

1901-1902, average...... 5,250 1903-1904, average...... 5,000 
1902-1903, average...... 5,000 1904-1905, average...... 3,000 
Quarterly Bulletin. 

1901-1902, average...... 3,000 1903-1904, average...... 3,000 
1902-1903. average...... 3,000 1904-1905, average...... 3,000 
The United Brethren Review. 

1901-1902, average...... 1,000 1903-1904, average...... 1,050 
1902-1903, average...... 1,050 1904-1905, average...... 1,050 


Respectfully submitted, 


W. R. Funx, 
Publishing Agent. 


Tue Presipinc BrsHor. You have heard these reports. What will 
you do with them ? 

Grorce A. Wore, of Pennsylvania Conference. I move that the 
reports be referred to the appropriate committee. 

Said motion was seconded. 

Tue Presipinc BisHop. You have heard the motion. All in favor 
of its reference will raise the hand. All opposed, like sign. It is so 
referred. 

Rev. W. O. Sirrert, of East Ohio Conference. I move that we do 
now adjourn. Said motion was seconded. 

Tur Presipinc Bisuor. Are there any announcements to be made? 

Chairmen of various committees announced place and time of meet- 

ing of their respective committees. 
_ Tur Presiwina Bisuor. I take pleasure in introducing to the Con- 
ference the president of the Washburn University, a school of the Con- 
gregational Church, who has a word which he wishes to say to you, Dr. 
Norman Plass. 
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Dr. Puass. I want to take just a moment of your time to let you 
know that the Congrégational College of Kansas is located in Topeka, 
and that we would be more than glad to welcome you between ses- 
sions to our hearts and to our buildings. Now that you are flirting 
with us Congregationalists, come out and flirt with us at the college. 
However, the Frenchman said that that word “flirting” had puzzled 
him, but he finally said that it meant attention without intention. 
I hope that is not true in this case. We have five buildings, a faculty 
of one hundred members, seven hundred students, and we would be 
more than glad to welcome the delegates on our grounds. I desire 
to say that Washburn is an interdenominational college, in spite of 
the fact that it was founded by the Congregationalists. We are work- 
ing along interdenominational lines, and are trying to further the 
work along, when we will all be United Brethren in Christ. 

Rev. E. R. Basser, of Northwest Kansas Conference. The Devo- 
tional Committee will report through its secretary. 

Rev. 8. W. Paut, of East Tennessee Conference. Rev. P. M. Camp, 
of Miami Conference, will conduct the devotional services this after- 
noon. The committee was not informed that the fraternal delegates 
were not on the ground, or provision would have been made for the 
service this evening. 

Tue Presipine BisHor. The time of adjournment is past. Are you 
ready to vote on the adjournment? All favoring will raise their 
hands. All opposed, like sign. Brother Dickson, will you please pro- 
nounce the benediction ? 

Rey. W. A. Dickson, of Pennsylvania Conference, pronounced the 
benediction, and Conference adjourned until 2:00 p. u. 





SECOND DAY—AFTERNOON SESSION. 


Fripay, May 12, 1905. 

Bishop Mills called the Conference to order. 

Rev. A. R. Ayers, of Pennsylvania Conference, led the singing, and 
Rev. R. E. Williams, of Iowa, conducted the devotional services. 
“Wonderful love of Jesus” and “N 0, Not One” were sung. Rev. Mr. 
Williams read the third chapter of Colossians, also the First Psalm, 
following which Rev. S. W. Keister, of Allegheny Conference, led in 
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prayer. The devotional services closed with hymn No. 76, “When I 
Get Home.” ; 

Tuer Presiping Bisuor. Conference is now in session and is ready 
for business. Is there any miscellaneous business you would like to 
eall at this moment ? 

Dr. WittiaM McKes, of Miami Conference. The Entertainment 
Committee wish me to make a statement to you. I am sure you are 
all interested in it; I hope you will listen. They desire to know what 
each one of your expenses to this Conference is or will be—what you 
paid for railroad expenses and what you pay for boarding and lodg- 
ing, nothing more, nothing less. Sign your name and give your home 
address—your conference and your home address. They want to find 
out Just how much money they have, and how much more is needed. 
As I have stated, your expenses here and your boarding expenses. That 
is sufficient, I think. 

Dr. Funk. May I ask this question in connection with this subject, 
as it is one of very vital interest, and you know how many tangles we 
got into four years ago over this question. Why cannot this cost be 
submitted by delegations? the chairman of each delegation to submit 
for the delegation, and thus help the committee. The committee re- 
ferred to by Doctor McKee is the Committee « on Expenses and not the 
Entertainment Committee. 

Dr. McKer. Both, as I understand. 

Dr. Funk. Of course it is understood, Mr. Chairman, that the ex- 
pense calculated covers the meals coming and going as well. Dr. 
McKee did not refer to that. 

Dr. McKee. I supposed every one understood that. 

Rey. J. R. Cuampers, of Neosho Conference. I supposed it meant 
“what the cost of our board was while we were here. I have not asked 
our landlord for it. I can easily tell what my car fare is. I got meals 
‘on the way coming, and I know that amount. 

Dr. McKer. Allow me to extend my speech a little further. I 
supposed everybody understood when I said the expense as real ex- 
pense, and eating, as Bishop Markwood used to say, going and com- 
ing, and the cost of entertainment while here. 

A. H. Laucupaum, of Sandusky Conference. Jf I understand it, 
there is but fifty cents a day allowed for boarding. Now how is it if 
we are paying a dollar a day? 
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Tun Presiping Bisnor. Who is the authority for answering? . 

Dr. Funk. That is correct. Only fifty cents per day is allowed for 
board. : 

Tue Presiping Bisuor. The one in authority says Brother Laugh- 
baum is right, and if your expenses are more than that sum, you pay 
it yourself. 

Rey. R. J. Wuire, of Erie Conference. I would like to inquire if 
traveling expenses include any special expense for parlor or sleeping 
cars. : 

Dr. Funx. No. 

Tuer Presiping BisHop. The one having planned the matter says no. 

Dr. McKer. Allow me to say that I suppose this Conference has 
some authority. Your committee will make a report in reasonable 
time if you send in your bills as requested, and if you see they are go- 
ing to do anything wrong, too much or too little, then you can do 
otherwise. 

Rev. J. B. Connert, of Lower Wabash Conference. How can we 
tell how much our board is going to be when we don’t know how long 
we are going to be here. : 

Tue Presipinc BisHor. It is so much a day. Count the number of 
days. 

Dr. McKer. In this. connection allow me to say, Mr. Chairman, 
that a number of members have brought items of General Conference 
expense money, collected upon their fields of labor, that were not 
reported until they reached here. If there are any other such items, 
we would be glad to get them. 

Dr. H. U. Roop, of Eastern Pennsylvania Conference. I move that 
the chairman of each delegation be given the expense of each dele- 
gate, and that he hand it over to this committee according to Dr. 
Funk’s suggestion. 

The motion was seconded. 

THe Presipinc Bishop. The motion is now before you that the 
chairman of each delegation receive from his delegation the items of 
expense and pass it to this committee. 

Rev. W. H. Wricut, of Southeast Ohio Conference. I do not see 
how we are going to get at this, if some of the delegates had procured 
sleepers beforehand, and others did not. Do you mean that they must 
include in this expense the cost of a sleeper? I do not think it ought 
to be included. 
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THe Presiping BisHor. Luxuries are said not to be included in 
this. 

Dr. Funx. I call the attention of the Conference to the action at 
Frederick four years ago on this very subject. It is found on page 
410 of the General Conference proceedings, by which this assessment 
for the expenses of this Conference was made. That is all the author- 
ity there is, as far as the apportionment of expense to the conferences 
is concerned. You will remember at that session there was no thought 
on the part of the General Conference to pay for the sleeping-car 
berths, and I do not suppose there is now. 

THE Presipine BisHop. The motion before us is that the chairman 
of each delegation receive from each member of his delegation his ex- 
penses, and pass the amount to this committee. Are you ready to 
vote ? 

Rey. H. H. Frory, of Michigan Conference. I raise the question 
whether it is possible for the chairman of the delegation to determine 
the expense until we know whether these railroad certificates will be 
honored. It was the understanding that there should be one hundred 
certificates before they would be honored by the railroad company. 

Dr. Georce Miter, of Des Moines Conference. I can relieve the 
situation. They will all be honored. 

Rev. J. T. Roserts, of White River Conference. I think we ought 
to have a correct idea of what the expense should be. Heretofore we 
simply arranged for the expense of car fare and eating, going and com- 
ing, and I move that this be a part of the expenses arranged for now. 
We can give this at this time, but the other we cannot give. 

Tue Presipinc Bisnop. The motion is to include at the present the 
car fare and the cost of eating coming and going. ; 

Rey. W. F. Gruver, of Virginia Conference. As I understand it, 
we are allowed fifty cents a day for board while we are here. This 
committee can pass upon that. 

Tue Presipine Bisuor. If you will pass Brother Roberts’ resolution, 
you can figure it up. 

E. S. Nevupina, of Southeast Ohio Conference. It seems to me that 
it is unnecessary to make two reports. We can make a report now of 
fifty cents a day for board, and the committee can determine the num- 
ber of days when the time comes:-to pay. I do not think it necessary to 
make two reports. 
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Tue Presipinc Bisuop. The committee will know it is fifty cents 
a day, whether you report or not, and they will calculate on this basis. 

Rev. L. W. Sraut, of Allegheny Conference. I think the proper 
thing is to refer it to the committee and give them the information 
they desire. I believe the committee appointed to attend to this mat- 
ter is competent. I do not believe we ought to tie them with a lot of 
instructions. Give them all the information we can and all the items. 

Tue Presipinc BisHop. Are you ready to vote that you include in 
the expenses simply the car fare coming and going, and your meals 
while traveling ? 

Pror. Mark Keppra, of California Conference. Are we to under- 
stand, then, that the charge for the berth is not to be included as a 
part of the expense ? 

Tue Presipine BisHor. Dr. Funk, who has been managing the Con- 
ference expenses, says the last General Conference so ordered. You 
can amend this when the report is brought in, and get the sleeper in- 
cluded if this Conference agrees to it, but at the present time there is 
no such agreement. 

Proressor Kepret. It may be that United Brethren ministers and 
delegates are not expected to use sleepers, but I believe that a sleeping- 
car is Just as much a part of the necessary traveling expenses as is 
something to eat or something to drink, or a place to wash your face 
or comb your hair. It seems to me that it would be a very cheap 
policy for this Conference to perpetuate, to decide that the sleeping- 
car accommodations should not be included. Now Dr. Funk, who has 
given us this advice, wrote to California and said, “Get the cheapest 
rates you can.” Of course we could have got the highest rates, which 
would have exceeded the cost of sleeping car, and the Conference 
would have been expected to stand by us. We have tried to economize 
and to do the right part by the Conference. We expect the Confer- 
ence likewise to do what is right by us. I do not think any member 
of this Conference should be expected to ride all night and sit up, not 
for one night, but three, four, or six nights. We might as well get to 
the point where we will agree to the use of sleeping cars, just the 
same as the patronizing of the barber is part of the things that should 
characterize United Brethren people here on this earth. There was 
a time when it was not fashionable to patronize the barber. We are 
past that. We should not pass the time when we should patronize the 
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sleeping cars. We should go slow in making a ruling that this should 
not be included. As far as I am concerned, I feel able to pay all of 
my expenses, but if the Church is going to pay my expenses it should 
pay everything that is legitimate and right, and the sleeping car is 
just as legitimate as riding in a regular car. 

Rey. A. C. Wiumore, of White River Conference. I am opposed to 
paying any sleeping-car expense; that is, for berths. I think that is 
an extra expense. We can get to the Conference Without it, and many 
of us have come without it. I am decidedly opposed to it. Besides, 
if you want to get tuberculosis or some other disease, that is the way 
to get it. The best way is to stay out of those berths in a seat, or in 
a chair-car, and come in the good old-fashioned way. 

Rev. I. W. Bearss, of Georgia Conference. I attended the confer- 
ence in Tampa, Florida, and spent two nights on the train, and I did 
not take a sleeper. I thought it was really an unnecessary expense. 
More than that, my wife with with me, and she is a better-looking 
woman than any here—unless it is some other man’s wife. We got 
along very well without taking a sleeping car, and we are feeling real 
good yet. I have always been inclined to do this way. When I am 
working for the Church, and the Church is supporting me, I make as 
little expense as possible. When it is necessary that I want something 
a little extra, Bearss pays it, and so, I think, to do justice all around, 
while one individual or two or three delegates will thus discommode 
themselves, and save money, it would be proper and right that 
the expense be counted on that basis, and the extra for sleeping car 
be paid for by the user. I am not going to contend for that. Of. 
course, we expect people who live in the South, getting the sea breezes, 
to be a little hardy and more able to stand inconveniences than those 
who live in the North. j 

Voices. Question, question. 

W. A. Lurz, of Pennsylvania Conference. I want to say in regard 
to this matter of expense, including sleeping-car berths, that a busi- 
ness house with a man to travel on the road, expects that man to take 
care of his health. Now should these delegates from California ride 
in an open car for two or three nights? Should we ask the brethren 
from Ontario, from the far East, to come here and be unfit to do busi- 
ness? No business house would think that a good policy. I see no 
reason why sleeping-car expenses should not be included. 
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Rev. J. D. Wvanpr, of East Ohio Conference. The whole matter 
seems to resolve itself into this, that if somebody gets expense of sleep- 
ing car, everybody ought to get it. I think that is what we under- 
stand, and when we list our expenses and items, everybody is expected 
and permitted to count such expense. I think we should understand 
that before we vote. 

Dr. Funk. What is the question, Mr. Chairman ? 

THE Presiping Bisnop. The question before us is this: If in #e- 
porting your expenses you count simply your car fare, coming and 
going, and what it cost you to eat while coming and going. That is 
the amendment to the motion. 

Proressor Kepren. I move to amend that the car fare, cost of - 
berth, and the actual living expenses shall be counted. 

Seconded. 

THe Presipine Bisnop. You have heard the amendment. 

Rev. F. P. Rossenor, of Sandusky Conference. I simply want. to 
raise the question whether this amendment is in order or not. Are 
we not acting under the order of the last General Conference in this 
matter? Have we not been instructed previously by the Publishing 
Agent, and also in the Telescope, just what was expected? While I 
am in sympathy with this paying for the car berth, I don’t see that it 
is in order. You might do it for the next General Conference, but we 
are acting now under the regulations of the last General Conference, 
and I raise the question whether this motion is in order. 

Tue Presipine Bisuor. It is in order. 

Dr. Funk. I do not rise especially to discuss the amendment, only 
to say this. The calculation of expense was made without the cost of 
sleeping-car berths, and if I understand the situation, the treasurer 
will have a deficit as it is now. We want to face the whole situation 
as we go along. 

Rev. H. R. Hess, of West Virginia Conference. I think in all 
fairness to this matter, that we stand as a body upon the basis that 
was first suggested—that we come in the most practical way, in cheap- 
ness and in safety to ourselves. If I get luxuries in coming here, I 
have a right to pay for them. I think that the real expense of fifty 
cents a day for board, the regular car fare, and the meals while com- 
ing, is what the expenses ought to be. In all fairness to every one I 
think that should be the rule. I know this—I was not in a sleeping 
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car; I slept well, and when I went to sleep a young man was sitting by 
my side, and when I awoke, a young lady was sitting by my side. 
[| Laughter. | 

Rev. W. O. Sirrert, of East Ohio Conference. I presume that the 
question is well stated. The expectation was that sleeping-car fare 
should be cut out at this Conference, and’ I do not see how we ean in- 
clude it. If there is going to be a deficit in the calculations about 
it, how are we going to secure it, especially under this provision? How- 
ever, you will find another provision in the last General Conference 
proceedings, that all conferences short in their assessment will be cut 
down in their receipts on expenses according to the per cent. that they 
are short. But I want to say this, that the time is coming, and is here, 
when we ought to include sleeping cars for the next General Confer- 
ence. There is no question about that, and I am favorable to inelud- 
ing that when the time comes for the next General Conference, but 
under the conditions I do not see how we can now. We shall not have 
the money to do it. 

Mrs. HELEN GouLp, of Minnesota Conference. I would like to ask 
if those who take sleeping cars are allowed sleeping-car expense, how 
about those who sleep so comfortably sitting up in a chair? Are they 
to be allowed rates? I think if any one is to be paid for sleeping cars, 
it is those who have traveled over seven hundred miles. Perhaps that 
would help pay the expense. I slept peacefully sitting up one night. 

Rev. H. Dea, of Minnesota Conference. As I see it, the same rule 
holds good for board. One man may have carried a lunch from home. 
He did not buy it, but he ate from his wife’s good cooking. Another 
man paid perhaps seventy-five cents a meal in the dining car. It 
seems to me there ought to be an equalization somewhere on this line. 
If fifty cents a day is allowed here, why not allow fifty cents a day for 
meals while coming here ? 

Dr. D. W. Sprink1e, of East Ohio Conference. We are just where 
we were four years ago, and I hoped we could avoid this predicament. 
I have a very tender regard for those friends beyond’ the Alleghenies, 
and from distant Georgia, and from the extreme West. Some of us 

“have come a thousand miles, but I believe, brethren, we cannot do 
anything at this time, and do right all around and credit to ourselves, 
but to stand by the order of the last General Conference. I believe it 
will be right, and hereafter we will be wiser and do better. 


143 


TWENTY-FOURTH GENERAL CONFERENCE 


Voices. Question, question, question. . 
Rey. S. L. Topp, of Indiana Conference. I move the previous ques- 
tion. : 


Tue Presiwine Bisnop. All in favor of voting on the pending ques- 
tion indicate same by voting aye. It is agreed. 

Tur Presipinc Bisuop. The amendment to the amendment is that 
you include sleeping-car fares. All favoring this indicate the same by 
saying aye. Contrary, no. It is not agreed to. 

Tue Presipinc BisHop. The amendment now is that you report 
your regular car fare coming and going, and what it cost you for 
meals each day while traveling. Are you ready to vote? All favoring 
this indicate same by saying aye. Contrary, no. It is agreed to. 

Tue Presipinc Bisuor. Now the question as amended is that the 
chairman of each delegation secure this item oz expense from his 
delegation and report to this committee. Are you ready? All in favor 
of this indicate same by saying aye. Contrary, no. It is agreed, and 
the chairman of each committee will so report. 

Prorrssor Krprrn, of California Conference. A brother asked the 
question, and we could not get an answer to it on accouns of the 
previous question. Do we understand that the allowance for meals 
coming and going is fifty cents per day or the actual expense? 

Tue Presipine BisHorp.. I think it is the actual expense. 

Proressor Kepret. I will come out even then all right. 

Tue Presipinc BisHor. We will have the report of the Committee 
on Devotion. 

Rev. S. W. Paut, of East Tennessee Conference. In the absence of 
the fraternal delegates who were to be here to-night, it was the duty 
of your committee to arrange for the services, and we have provided 
that Dr. D. W. Sprinkle, of the East Ohio Conference, will preach in 
the Hall of Representatives to-night at eight o’clock. Rey. D. P. 
Baker, of East Tennessee Conference, will conduct the devotional 
services to-morrow morning, and Rey. Eli Good, of Michigan Confer- 
ence, will conduct the devotional services in the afternoon. 

Tue Presipine Bisnor. Brethren of the Conference, I introduce to 
you Rey. Dr. Spencer, editor of the Central Christian Advocate, pub- 
lished in this State, at Kansas City. 

_ Conference arose and greeted Dr. Spencer. 
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THe Presipine BisHop. Are there any other reports.ready to come 
before us from the standing committees ? 

Dr. W. M. BELu, of St. Joseph Conference. This question has been 
raised, and perhaps ought to be settled now. Will these bills in the 
boarding houses here, also the hotels, for delegates, be paid by the 
committee, or will each man pay his own bill for boarding while in 
the city ? ; 

Dr. Funk. May I answer that? 

Tue Presipine BisHop. Yes. 

Dr. Funx. The arrangement made with Brother Crites, the pastor 
of-our church, was that he would arrange to take care of these bills. 
As he has the matter all in hand, you need not worry at all about be- 
ing taken care of. Those who are assigned to homes here in the city, 
their bills will be paid through that committee. I suppose Dr. McKee 
will settle with Brother Crites, and not undertake to go out and settle 
with your hosts. Those who are paying extra for their entertain- 

_ment will be given $3.50 a week, and they can settle their own bills. 

Tue Presipinc BisHop. What further is the pleasure of the Con- 
ference ? 

Proressor KEPPEL, of California Conference. I am very sorry that 
I am obtuse, but I do not know yet about the bills in Topeka. Are we 
to understand that the Entertainment Committee will pay the bills, 
and that we will also receive the rate of fifty cents a day ? 

Dr. Funk. That was not what I said, Mr. Chairman. 

Proressor KeppeL. Whatever was said, with all due deference to 
Dr. Funk, I do not know what he did say. I want information. It 
seems to me that, according to these cards that we hold, we ought to 
pay the expense and: come to the Entertainment Committee with the 
receipt. It does seem to me that is the best way to do it. In Cali- 
fornia, if we went off without taking a receipt, we might be arrested 
for attempting to run away from a board bill. 

Tue Presipinc Bishop. You might be arrested here, Mr. Keppel. 

Dr. FunK. It was the card I referred to a moment ago. The name 
of the treasurer of the Entertainment Committee is on it. I am sure ; 
it is the purpose of this committee, because we talked it all over, that 
the delegate first give his name and where he is stopping, and turn it 
back to this committee, and then they will take care of it. J am sure 
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that is the plan; at least it was, unless it was changed since the plan 
was made. I know nothing of a change. 

Rev. J. W. Laks, of St. Joseph Conference. That is not the plan 
we are acting under at our boarding-house. Our landlady said that 
she was to receive those cards, that she was to return the blank to the 
committee, signed by the delegate endorsing the bill, and the com- 
mittee was to pay that bill, and we were to settle the difference direct 
with the landlady. We are paying a little more than the amount al- 
‘lowed by the committee. 

Dr. Funk. Call in Brother Crites, the chairman, and ask him what 
he wants done. 

Rev. J. W. Lake. They have taken the cards from us. 

Tuer Presipine Bisnop. I suppose if Brother Crites is in the room, 
he can tell us what the plan is. Is Brother Crites present? If he is in 
the lobby, somebody please send him in. 

Rev. J. H. Parrerson, of Louisiana Conference. If you will take 
as much time as we have taken in asking your landlady, it will be 
explained to you at your home. 

Rev. J. R. Cuampers, of Neosho Conference. I would like to ask 
a question for information. Section 7, item 16, of the Discipline, as 
to delegates’ expenses, reads: “This money shall be known as the 
General Conference expense fund, and shall be distributed among 
the delegates and bishops in proportion to their traveling expenses by 
the most direct route to and from the seat of the General Conference, 
and shall include their board and lodging during the sessions of Con- 
ference. Provided, however, that if any conference shall fail to raise 
the full amount of its apportionment, said conference delegation shall 
receive from said fund, in proportion to the amount raised by the 
conference.” Suppose we are short, now; suppose the conference pays 
seventy-five per cent. of its proportional amount; will only seventy- 
five per cent. of the expenses of that conference be paid ? 

Tue Presipinc BisHop. The question will go to the Committee on 
Delegates’ Expenses. The committee will answer that when it makes 
its report. It has that whole matter in charge, 

Rey. J. R. CHAmMBers. Who is the chairman ? 

Tue Presipine BisHor. J. R. Harner is chairman of the Commit- 
tee on Delegates’ Expenses. 

THE Presipinc Bisnop. Brother Funk, the report comes to me that 
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it is not clear what was meant. Will you please make your statement 
again ? 

Dr. Funx. Mr. Chairman, I will try once more. You will put on 
this paper, which is for the chairman of the delegation, you will put 
on this paper to go to the committee, your railroad expenses, coming 
and going, and your meals on the way, estimating what it will cost you 
for your meals at home. These are the two items that are to go on this 
paper. The question of boarding here cannot be taken up even by 
the committee at this time, for we do not know how long we are going 
to stay; that will be taken up the day before adjournment, then you 
will be asked to settle that question. Am I understood ? 

Rev. W. W. Vine, of Minnesota Conference. Does that mean. the 
expense of thé full delegation when every member is not here? 

Tue Presipine Bisuop. If others come in, then your chairman will 
report those later. 

Rev. W. W. Vine. You know Minnesota has a very large assess- 
ment, and part of our delegation is not here. 

THe Presipinc BisHop. Report when it comes. 

Rev. W. W. Vine. Should they not come at all, what then ? 

Tue Presipinc BrsHop. Then there will be no expense for them. 

THE Presipine Bishop. Reports are to come from the Young Peo- 
ple’s Society, from the Sunday-School Board, and from several other 
boards. Are any of these reports ready? JI am informed that the re- 
port from the Seminary is ready. Will you hear? Rey. C. J. Burkert, 
of Miami Conference, will read the report. 

Voices. Yes, yes. 

Tue Presipine Bisuorp. The pages will circulate them at once. 

Tue Presipinc Bisnor. I am requested to make an announcement. 
Please turn your expense money that was ordered a moment ago, or 
the statement of your expense fund, over to Dr. William McKee, and 
not to Dr. Funk. 

Tue Presipinc Bisuor. Now we will hear the report of the Board 
of Directors of Union Biblical Seminary. 


= REPORT OF UNION BIBLICAL SEMINARY BOARD OF DIRECTORS. 


To the General Conference Convening at Topeka, Kansas, 
May 11, 1905. 
We are glad to report that during the quadrennium Union 
Biblical Seminary has carried on its great and important 
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work with growing interest and success. The number of grad- 
uates the last four years is fifty. The faculty consists of four 
members, the same persons having served for the entire term. 

The report of the Business Manager will show that the debt 
of about $30,000 at the beginning of the term has been almost 
entirely paid. The assets available for the purpose are suffi- 
cient to meet the entire amount. 

The amount of money received from the conferences to 
be applied to meeting current expenses has shown a steady 
increase. 

Constant efforts are being made through special lectures, 
direct instruction, and training classes to make the Seminary 
course thoroughly practical and up to the requirements of 
our particular time and field. 

A matter of great interest and profit is the special meeting 
conducted by distinguished religious leaders with which each 
Seminary year is closed. During the quadrennium three of 
these meetings have been conducted by Doctor Morgan and 
the last by Doctor Meyer, both of London. 

While we are devoutly thankful for the success of the Semi- 
nary in the past and! for all of the blessings growing out of 
the same, we are deeply impressed that there lie immediately 
before us much larger opportunities and obligations than 
those that mark the past. 

The changes steadily taking place in the great field in 
which our Church is carrying on its work require a constant 
advance in ministerial preparation. The supreme test of 
efficiency at this time is not so much in making beginnings 
as it is in holding what is gained and in making additions 
where there are already numbers and strength. 

We therefore earnestly recommend that the General Confer- 
ence directly place before.the Church as an interest deserving 
of special regard during the next quadrennium the enlarge- 
ment and strengthening of Union Biblical Seminary. Rightly 
viewed, such prominence given to the Seminary will only 
accentuate the importance of all our educational work and 
of securing larger beneficiary funds for the assistance of wor- 
thy persons preparing for the ministry. 

Additional buildings, additional endowment, and an in- 
creased teaching force are imperative needs. 

To make tangible and effective an effort in behalf of the 
Seminary, we especially recommend: 
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1. That the present assessments for the Seminary be con- 
tinued, and that said assessments be apportioned and collected 
in full. 

2. That an effort be made during the first year of the quad- ~ 
rennium to raise $50,000 of additional endowment. 

3. That by the end of the second year of the quadrennium 
the amount of $50,000 be raised for new buildings and addi- 
tional equipment. 

In conclusion, we beg further to state that the improve- 
ment in the financial condition and prospects of our colleges 
and of our Church interests in general emphasizes the impor- 
tance of new and special attention and effort in giving to the 
Seminary added attractiveness and strength. 

C. J. Burkert, 


A. W. Drury, 
EK. S. Lorenz, 
Committee. 


Tue Presiping BisHor. Will you now hear the manager’s report of 
Union Biblical Seminary ? 

Voices. Hear, hear. 

Tue Presipinc BisHop. Please prelate this report among the dele- 
gates. Dr. Brooke, Manager of the Union Biblical Seminary, will 
read. Now let us be quiet, and all be seated who are not authorized 
to stand. 


REPORT OF BUSINESS MANAGER OF UNION BIBLICAL SEMINARY. 


Topeka, Kansas, May 11, 1905. 
To = General Conference of the United Brethren in Christ. 


Dear BretHreN: In accord with the action of the last Gen- 
eral Conference, I assumed the business management of Union 
Biblical Seminary July 1, 1901. 

Early in the first year of the quardennium a united effort 
was made to free the Seminary from a debt of $30,463.78. This » 
has been accomplished, and the most difficult burden the in- 
stitution and its friends have had to bear has been removed. 
The interest on this debt during the time it was being paid 
amounted to $2,803.72, which, with the principal, required 
$33,267 to cancel the debt. The interest on the debt the pre- 
ceding quadrennium was $10,273.89. I make reference to the 
interest burden accompanying a debt, that we may not forget 
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what a serious matter it is for a benevolent institution to 
operate under the burden of a debt. The four years just closed 
-were especially a debt-payiig period for all the general interests 
of the Church. 

After providing for the debt of the Seminary there was such 
thorough and constant canvassing for other church enterprises 
that it was difficult to secure large results from field efforts. I 
have given considerable attention to the conference assessments 
for the Seminary. The income from this source is now more 
than $1,000 annually above what it has been heretofore, but 
there is need of improvement in this department of the Semi- 
nary’s finances. This is the source of our largest income for 
current expenses, and must continue to be until the endow- 
ment fund is greatly increased. Without intending or desir- 
ing to divert the proper attention from other general interests, 
I would ask that due consideration be given the needs of the 
Seminary, that it may meet the larger requirements that are 
now being made upon it. 

During the quadrennium the endowment fund has been in- 
creased $4,000. This fund must be greatly enlarged before our 
Seminary can be considered to be on a substantial basis. Be- 
sides the donations to this fund which have been received there 
are others of goodly proportions now in the process of consum- 
mation. 

Each year during the quadrennium I have had such repairs 
made upon the Seminary building as were absolutely neces- 
sary, but at this time extensive repairing of the building and 
refurnishing of recitation rooms and chapel are pressing needs, 
and should have immediate attention in order to properly pro- 
vide for the comfort and for the better service of the students. 


FINANCIAL EXHIBIT 
For the First Year, Ending March 31, 1902. 
CASH ACCOUNT. 


Receipts. 
Balance in treasury April 1, 1901 ..... $ 4,954 8é 
Endowment principal, investments re- 

GurMme diner wrercnehs coraruc Meas areliven ena iets ons $ 20,110 00 
Endowment principal, newly collected. 720 00 
Endowment interest collected ........ 2,269 68 
Contingent principal collected ....... 1,869 54 
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Contingent interest collected ......... 46 


Remtscoterealuestaces sc. sere sees ee = 570 
Incidental fees (students) ........... 316 
Conference assessments ........-.--- 3,978 
Donations to endowment fund ........ 1,005 
Donations to contingent fund ........ 1,018 
Discarded notes paid ..........+-+0-- : 38 
AmiamaibyGONAIONS!. 60. cs. += sies «20 1 6,000 
ialmaiay ante! Se Soca wocwan Gomocaontc 10 
From money borrowed ..........----- 9,115 
Total receipts for the year ....... 


Total in treasury during the year.. 


Expenditures. 
Salaries, faculty. ..... 220500 ts«0 << $ 5,588 
Salary, business manager ............ 1,399 
Salaries, janitor and matron ......... 395 
Salaries, clerk and soliciting agent.... 425 
Salary, general treasurer ........---- 198 
Interest paid on loans ..........----- 1,558 
Animuitiesmpald: =... eles « a Use egetre ies 1,122 
Waxes and imsurance ..........5--.-+ 239 
Fuel, light, and water .-.:.......-.-- 341 
Endowment cash reinvested ......... 15,195 
Postage, stationery, and printing ..... 271 
Traveling expenses ..........----+--- 352 
Room rent for’students ......-....--. 396 
Repairs (Seminary) .......--..-+--- 849 
Repairs (endowment property) ....... LAG 
Bode: toe Inliieiny Gone cneooasooddo cur 14 
Legal expenses, fees .....-- +--+. e+e ees 10 


Borrowed money paid ........--+---- 11,636 


Total expenditures ............-- 


Balance in treasury March 31, 1902 
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$ 40,068 55 


$ 45,022 45 


$ 40,056 01 


$ 4,967 34 
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FINANCIAL EXHIBIT 


For the Second Year, Ending March 31, 1903. 


CASH ACCOUNT. 


Receipts. 

Balance in treasury April 1, 1902 ..... 
Endowment investments returned ....$ 7,530 
Endowment newly collected ......:... 1,406 
Contingent principal collected ....... 3,184 
Interest from all sources ............ 2,297 
Conference assessments ............. 4,044 
iRemtwot realty: eas acesane ee ee 693 
Incidental fees (students) ........... 440 
Donations on debt fund ............. 18,027 
Donations on endowment fund ....... 2,462 
Discarded notes paid ..............- 65 
Temporary loan (borrowed) ......... 500 
deibpary fund “oahu oss cael ee 36 

Total receipts for the year ....... 


Total in treasury during the year. 


EHapenditures. 
Balaries. facultyyays.si.002 Pate $ 5,700 
Salary, Business Manager ........... 1,400 
Salary, janitor and matron .......... 396 
Salary, General Treasurer ........... 264 
Salanies, clerke Ge 60.0. d oes eek 602 
PARUENTINELOSS MATE!. vhs, 6 a ccecct octeeere eee 909 
Interest paidiom loans ...:/....2508%2 830 
Buel. heht.vandtwater ....¢ .i..aseuee 411 
Paxessandineurance «4%. os. saneekee 300 
Endowment. reinvested (cash) ....... 6,400 
Endowment newly invested (cash) ... 2,552 
Room rent forsstudents .......<s..... 296 
Postage, stationery, and printing ..... 140 
Borrowed money paid ............... 22,867 
Wraveling- Expenses Yee. occas ecec weet 576 
Repairs (Seminary) . Beale ieeen emcee 347 


Repairs (endowment Sroperis). cee 84 
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$ 4,967 34 


$ 40,688 03 


$ 45,655 37 
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Library (books bought) ............ 70 
| ese" a OS Sea ae Sah ASO A Mn a a a a 24 


MRotaleexpenditures’ £5)ssrs. ee see ss 


Balance in treasury March 31, 1903 


FINANCIAL EXHIBIT 


For the Third Year, Ending March 31, 
CASH ACCOUNT. 


Receipts. 

Balance in treasury April 1, 1903 ..... 
Endowment investments returned ..,..$ 4,852 
Endowment newly collected .......... 1,120 
Contingent principal collected ....... 1,765 
Interest “tromiiallsourcess.: =. .-5-...- 9,354 
IVEWtS tron TEAM byaists cgeemeecterteets ota aie + 590 
Incidental fees (students) ........... 417 
Conference assessments ...........-.-. 5,438 
Collected on delta =r iaivire) fo ara sichersiseens 2,204 
IRecelved  ONGANTUIGY, ur ae ice c +) ies eue 50 
Donation to endowment ...........-- 489 
noir Jorma anh we son ee poner oor 50 

Total receipts for the year ....... 


Total amount in the treasury dur-. 


riveer Maven WENO ne cea Ham bon Ooo 00 Cor 
Expenditures. 
Salamiesnote tacuiltiy s accle ce cee alometeln $ 5,700 
Salary, Business Manager ........... 1,400 
Salary, janitor and matron .......... 281 
Salary, General Treasurer ........... 265 
Salariosmotuclerkge. «ss. so cere sietciee = 101 
Ageratie bg SBNCl cioeo ooo SEO aibe.oo0 844 
Interest paid on debt .........-- ni. 221 
Puel leht--and Watery :.\60 52. eee eases 447 
WQosces) Grae) akalsodspiteey eRe anE eGo oan Sooo 373 
Endowment loans placed ............ 4,250 
Paid on students’ house rent ......... 240 


"3 
33 
$ 44,172 83 
$ 1,482 54 
1904. 


$ 1,482 54 


$ 18,831 87 


$ 20,314 41 


TWENTY-FOURTH GENERAL CONFERENCE 


Postage, stationery, and printing ..... 166 57 

bats xopayrs (oe ORE Hee eon cocGou esos altel ote 

Traveling expenses ....... Mesvedahere stats 398 58 

Tevacemngs Gul Senmbar goecoheasnooauc 294 37 

Repairs on endowment property ...... 144 21 

Library (books vay suai ovaherapenee @oarenees 63 08 

GHOUNEY: LEeS" /1e..crcsiocuetons ee cure eae 100 00 

SUMETVES: cic ses = Saree ateupesaci orcas skegselaes 63 71 
Motalwexpendituresrerterian eee $ 18,257 40 
Balance in treasury March 31, 1904 $ 2,057 01 


FINANCIAL EXHIBIT 
‘For the Year Ending March 31, 1905. 


For the Fourth Year, Ending March 31, 1905. 
CASH ACCOUNT. 


Receipts. 

Balance in treasury April 1, 1904 ..... $ 2,057 01 
Endowment investments returned ....$ 6,270 00 
Endowment newly collected .......... t155200 
Contingent principal collected ....... 1,223 50 
Interest from all sources ............ 2,734 95 
By entice tnomuame allitvasepeerreric creo ctsleiem eee 463 00 
Incidental fees (students) ........... 449 00 
Conference assessments ............. 5,270 61 
Collectedwonudebtaereesce nee 1,849 00 
Donation to endowment fund ........ 500 00 
(Moaalaiorarey at Waal <5... Sow: axes ee 75 00 
IBORNO Wed LONE Yi wate: «cine sks aoe a yk 2,000 00 

Total receipts for the year ....... $ 22,590 06 

Total amount in the treasury dur- 
HMMS MOV ONT testis sande ae ae $ 24,647 07 
Expenditures. 

Malaries of the-taculty #2. acs... . ee. ee $ 5,700 00 
Salary, Business Manager ........... 1,400 00 
Salary, janitor and matron ........... 385. 65 
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Salary, General Treasurer ........... 265 
Salary of assistant and commission to 
SOIMCNEOL Me cciearehs iced cists Gis se ses as es 129 
IN TTS: 5 EG eee Onan a ee eee 179 
Uinterestapald. on Gebt) «sce... sens 193 
ebullient smd water. i... sss 6 361 
ibaxecwand INSUTANGe: <ccec)e ose) cesies ts 198 
iadowmaent Temvested: «sa. ess as. se: 8,200 
iPaid: students house rent :.......-. ..« 157 
Postage, stationery, and printing ..... 179 
Paid debt and borrowed money ....... 4,700 
Repairs on Seminary building ........ 371 
Repairs on endowment property ...... 88 
Library (books and periodicals bought) 154 
Attorney fees and sundries .......... 103 
MPravielimere SPEMSES ees cele ot cies» eyes 470 
Bo talmexpenGibUGe Smarr <tc-ts ane cron: 


Balance in treasury March 31,-1905 


SUMMARY FOR THE QUADRENNIUM. 


c Receipts. 
Balance in treasury April 1, 1901 ..... 
LOO TAMO 2s eee kena ens, crete tate aletecs ater altoet ct $ 40,068 
MOO 2-1 OOS wees ce sereuctetatarets. cis) vers one -sicnisteuels 40,688 
OOS = AO OA wa ea overeiccs a eehaiel sitenanc eats alereneusree1s 18,831 
OO FaMOO Sateva cc stevctt aes’ ise le eee notenaterersnever ois 22,590 
URN Oy Galllime checkered Sistcece cs ccinre 6 ecestinieee mchee 
Grand totals apes. acted sel eeneuernee ke 
Expenditures. 
FOCISISOR (ace bee onead 00 bos ao Sores $ 40,056 
HOODEO O Sirs ieiens. craces. overs ever auereueumiotsyesterere 44,172 
LOOGETIOOES Soe éce de cocoonecancocomses 18,257 
BLOM Ou aey ote oiretae + a stovou a nvalie erane cnewerede = 23,239 
GRATIN coe San Ae RoC EE eso cae 


@ashvonphand April: 1, 19052 a 
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$ 23,239 26 


$ 1,407 81 


$ 4,954 80 


$122,178 51 


$127,133 31 


01 
83 
40 
26 


$125,725 50 


$ 1,407 81 
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NEW FUNDS RECEIVED DURING THE YEAR. 


From. conference assessments ......-..s.-.+-2--+ $0,210 61 
From incidental fees (students) ................-. 449 00 
HaOTN Ce, Wea laces exon tenet cree yarelieed voter stone meee eter Rokeeomeleue 1,849 00 
[oclonmaneiis COMER Gooo oon uum onb bac: tos does 500 00 
WD omation Onli brat y: acciic cia o's sieeve te cilet weer geet 75 00 
Cash donations to contingent fund ...............- 310 00 
Notal new.funds (cash). .c..,. «cie«. eee eee eee $8,453 61 
INVENTORY, MAROH 31, 1905. 
Building and grounds of Reminage 
proper ..... S Goon UEo CoOL OU 
Furnishings, inoleding: oparatis Se ro 2 00200 
Library, books, pamphlets, maps, etc... 3,600 00 
Total grounds, building, and con- 
POMUSh ccccuiias sen nero tae eon $ 44,800 00 
CONTINGENT ASSETS. 
Two lots in Philadelphia, Pa. ........$ 500 00 
One lot in Grand Rapids, Mich. ...... 500 00 
Notes and subscription on debt fund.. 3,345 00 e 
Individual contingent notes .......... 2,200 00 
Individual contingent death notes .... 8,242 00 
. Total contingent aad notes, and 
subscriptions ..... ae $ 14,787 00 
Accrued interest to April ity 1905. miasKo 849 30 
Mi Ct alleen Rcd Gt Aa vias ks eee $ 15,636 30 
Contingent cash overdrawn April 1, 
ALO Meta sccrelictss svecotex sia-suisisiine ake doves soe a 838 44 
Total contingent realty, notes, sub- 
scriptions, and accrued interest. $ 14,797 86 


ENDOWMENT ASSETS. 
Real estate (revenue producing), two 


MWROVEE CS mme icie tei mie cians Cm $ 9,850 00 
Real estate. (non-revenue producing), 
DOmLOPeLies  s scressit actos ne ea ee ek 850 00 








UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 


Montages enlOAlis <5 i oc/ ers nine a's .e e's 45,4382 00 
Endowment awaiting investment ..... 2,246 25 
Total in realty, loans, and cash... $ 58,3878 25 
Individual endowment notes ......... $ 1,705 00 
Individual endowment death notes .... 22,400 00 
Total endowment notes ........«. $ 24,105 00 
Total endowment assets of all kinds $ 82,483 25 
GENERAL INVENTORY. 
Net assets April 1, 1904 . 3... ..0..45-- $155,429 45 
Building and furnishings ..........-- $ 44,700 00 
Contingent assets of all kinds ........ 14,797 86 
Endowment assets of all kinds ....... 82,483 25 
Cash in treasury at end of year....... 1,407 81 
Total assets March 31, 1905-...... $143,388 92 
Decrease in assets for the year.... $ 12,040 53 


Before making out this report two members of the com- 
mittee and myself examined the notes held by the Seminary 
and made a classification that put many of them into the 
doubtful column. This largely accounts for the shrinkage in 
assets. The remaining notes and subscriptions for the debt 
fund are considered good for the estimated amount $3,345.00. 
These mature next June, at which time a large amount of the 
balance has been promised to be paid. 

Respectfully submitted, 
C. M. Brooks, ~ 
Business Manager. 


To the Board of Directors of Union Biblical Seminary. 

We, the undersigned, have examined the books of C. M. 
Brooke, Business Manager of Union Biblical Seminary, for the 
year 1904-1905, and have compared the same with vouchers so 
far as the present system provides for vouchers. We find the 
books to be correct, and believe if complete vouchers were ob- 
tainable the same would be found to agree with the books. 

Respectfully submitted, 
©. W. Lrnarp. 
A. W. Drury. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS. 


1. That the General Conference consider the vital impor- 
tance of Union Biblical Seminary as an agency for supplying 
the Church with well-qualified and efficient ministers. 

2. The difference in educational attainments of students 
entering the Seminary calls for a reclassification of the stu- 
dent body, and this necessitates heavier work and a larger 
financial outlay. Let there be a more comprehensive plan in 
operating our Seminary, and there will be larger and more 
satisfactory results from its work. 

We urge that full consideration be given this important 
feature of the Seminary’s needs, and adequate measures be 
inaugurated to supply them. 

3. The conference assessments for the current expenses of 
the Seminary should be continued and every annual confer- 
ence should assess the full amount required by General Con- 
ference, and collect in full the assessments. From this source 
we must continue to look for the larger amount of our current 
expenses. This feature of Seminary finances is indispensable 
to the maintenance of the Seminary. 

Some of the conferences have assessed all the General Con- 
ference required and collected very nearly all they assessed. 
If this body can devise ways and means to encourage the an- 
nual conferences to pay in full the amount required of them 
for the Seminary, such a measure will render a great service 
in behalf of this worthy institution, 


C. M. Brooxr, Business Manager. 


Rey. S. W. Keister, of Allegheny Conference. I move that the re- 
port just read be referred to the appropriate committee. 

Seconded. 

THe Presipine Bisuor. Are you ready to vote? All in favor indi- 
cate by saying aye. Oontrary, no. It is agreed and is so referred. 

THE Presiine BisHop. Can we have the Sunday-school report at 
this time? : 

CotoneL Ropert Cownen, of Miami Conference. We were com- 
pelled to have some additional printing done, which ig not yet ready. 
We will be ready to report to-morrow. a 

Tue Presipinc Bisuor. Are there any other standing reports ready ? 
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A Voice. The report on education. Can we have the reports first 
-cireulated ¢ 

Tur Presipinc BisHor. Professor P. O. Bonebrake, president of 
Campbell College, Holton, Kansas, asks privilege to make an an- 
nouncement while the reports are being distributed. Will you hear 
him ¢ 

Voices. Hear, hear. 

Tuer Preswwine BisHop. Proceed. 

Pror. P. O. Bonesrake. A number of persons have written to me 
‘and asked about the excursion to the Pacific Coast. I have taken this 
up with the railroads, and arrangements have been made to send a car 
through the next day following the adjournment of the Conference. 
Tf you desire to consult any one concerning this, or are interested in 
it, you may see me or the managers of the Rock Island Road, who 
will be here to-morrow. / 

Tur Presipinc Bisuop. The reports of the Board of Education are 
distributed. Now we will have this report read. Let us have quiet 
while it is read. Professor 8. D. Faust, of the Union Biblical Semi- 
nary, will read it. 


EIGHTH QUADRENNIAL REPORT OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION. 


In accord with the provisions of the Discipline, the Board 
of Education presents this eighth quadrennial report to the 
General Conference of the United Brethren in Christ. 

The General Conference of four years ago elected as a Board 
of Education L. Bookwalter, G. A: Funkhouser, G. M. 
Mathews, I. L. Kephart, W. E. Schell, J. P. Landis, T. J. 
Sanders, ©. M. Brooke, and H. U. Roop. In addition to these 
the ex officio members of the Board are the bishops of the 
Church. At the annual meeting of the Board, held May 5, 
1903, J. P. Landis resigned, and W. J. Zuck was elected by the 

Board to fill the vacancy. The meeting for the organization 
of the Board was held in Frederick City, Maryland, May 21, 
1901. Bishop E. B. Kephart called the meeting to order, and 
was elected president for the quadrennium. S. D. Faust was 
elected corresponding secretary. G. A. Funkhouser, J. IPs 
Landis, A. W. Drury, W. R. Funk, and T. J. Sanders were 
elected as an executive committee. At a meeting held in the 
United Brethren Publishing House July 16, 1901, G. M. 
Mathews and ©. M. Brooke were elected members of the com- 
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mittee, it having been found that A. W. Drury and W. R. 
Funk could not serve on account of their not being members 
of the Board. At the meeting of May 5, 1903, I. L. Kephart 
was elected to fill the place on the committee made vacant by 
the resignation of J. P. Landis from the Board. This made 
the committee finally to include G. A. Funkhouser, T. J. 
Sanders, G. M. Mathews, C. M. Brooke, and I. L. Kephart. At 
the meeting of the Board, July 16, 1901, the corresponding 
secretary was put in charge of the notes and obligations due 
the Board for the quadrennium. Within the quadrennium the 
Board met in Frederick City, Maryland, May 21, 1901; in Day- 
ton, Ohio, July 16, 1901, January 15, 1902, May 5, 1902, May 5, 
1903, May 2, 1904, and May 3, 1905. For traveling expenses 
these meetings of the Board have cost the Church $439.64. 

At the close of another quadrennium we have great reason, 
as a denomination, to be profoundly grateful to our Heavenly 
Father for his unbounded blessings upon our beloved Zion. 
Under his direction we have reached higher conceptions as to 
the fundamental importance of our educational interests, and 
have been quickened into a farther-reaching readiness to set 
ourselves to the task of cultivating the field which they essen- 
- tially occupy. Our schools receive a more general recognition 
from our people than ever before. On this account it may be 
said that they are more liberally patronized, have a more nearly 
adequate equipment, a more competent teaching force, and a 
higher standing in the educational world than at any previous 
time in our history. 

Our book literature, our current literature, our improving 
methods of administration, our tendencies toward a crystallized 
polity, our wider recognition of Christian activities going on 
about us, as well as numerous other expressions of the widened 
view we possess of ourselves and the world in which we live 
and serve, all testify to our quickened and more comprehensive 
conception of the field essentially occupied by the Christian 
church. We stand in the gray dawn of the momentous day in 
the which the trained powers of an awakened denomination, 
inspired by the Spirit of Almighty God, shall be used in effi- 
cient service to the glory of his matchless name. For this great ~ 
privilege, to a degree attained, let us praise him. 

But the demand is upon us for yet greater and more nearly 
all-penetrating conceptions of our Lord’s work, and his employ- 
ment of human forces for its accomplishment. We need to 
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learn much more thoroughly than yet we appear to have learned 
the value our Lord sets upon the regenerated man; that he is 
the greatest earthly force employed in the carrying out of 
‘God’s purposes in the subjugation of the created visible uni- 
‘verse, and that on this account men are valuable to the degree 
in which they are self-impelled and self-directed in the employ- 
ment of their most fully developed powers, in accord with the 
-will of their Creator. We need to refresh our minds with the 
fact that the most important question confronting the human 
race is that of its own education. The individual is born into 
the world without conscious knowledge, and, being the possessor 
of a limited capacity, he is dependent upon God, upon those 
who precede him, and upon his own limited powers of mind, for 
direction in the performance of every act incident to his earthly 
eareer. Everything he touches in this world feels the degree 
of perfection to which his development has been carried for- 
-ward. He is an independent unit, working in a perfect privacy 
-with which no one may intermeddle, taking up his life burdens 
alone, but he also stands related to the whole universe, and in 
-this relation education in its broadest sense is to make him 
‘master of his own destiny, and in turn the directing influence 
‘in the destiny of others. 

On this account the church has always regarded herself re- 
sponsible for the training of the child; and she is, in the high- 
‘est sense, to be regarded as the mother of popular education, 
in all-its varied forms, as represented in the best types of 
Christian civilization. In the most modern forms of educa- 
tional activity, she assumes the right to demand of the state 
certain requirements, in the character of the teacher and in 
the character of the instruction given, in the schools main- 

«tained at the public expense for the education of our citizens. 
And, not willing that the state should have exclusive privileges 
‘in the education of the youth, the church has been founding 
and maintaining, at heavy expense, institutions of higher 
learning, so that under her direct influence and supervision 
‘she may make it the more certain that proper attention be 
given to the esthetic and the religious in the critical period of 
the young life when childhood is merging into early maturity. 

Our own Church has felt, as other have done, that this field 
‘is of great moment, and has from time to time founded such 
institutions of higher learning. We may congratulate our- 
‘selves upon what has been done in this direction, but much re- 
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mains undone. The past needs not to be seriously lamented, 
but the present ought to be closely scrutinized in its relation 
to the past as well as to the future, so that, in accord with the 
strictest economy, and upon principles promising greatest re- 
sults, the proper ends of such educational efforts may be 
reached with the least possible loss of effort and courage. The 
quadrennium just closing was to have been given to the in- 
terests of our educational work. In the early part of this period 
the forces of the Church seemed willingly to set themselves to 
the task suggested! by the last General Conference. On a later 
page of this report the schools themselves give an account of 
what has been done. It will be seen that our old debts have 
been greatly reduced. In the eyes of the denomination our 
educational work is committed to the adoption of new methods. 
What seemed insurmountable barriers has been removed. The 
schools are supposed to be out of debt. They are supposed to 
remain out of debt. Enlarged expectations have been aroused,. 
and now the “further progress” remains to be made. How 
shall this be done? 

To accomplish all of which the denominational life is capable 
in this direction, the leaders in the field need to use the best 
our past has contributed, and. at the same time find in the de- 
mands of the present the suggestions for successful organiza- 
tion and administration. But the policy and the methods to be 
adopted must be conservative, for we cannot divorce ourselves 
from the past should we try; and, moreover, revolution is al- 
ways associated with severe and often blighting changes. Prog- 
ress is not always measured by the scintillations of over-heated 
energy. The most fiery steed is sometimes of least practical 
value. Conservatism is safe, if not brilliant. 

The acceptance of an ideal by any field largely depends upon 
the presence of a master in the field. The response of the field’ 
will be measured by the reasonableness of the ideal which the 
master is seeking to realize, the nature of the demands placed 
upon it, and the methods employed in its cultivation. But the 
absolute realization of perfect ideals is hardly to be expected’ 
under conditions not absolutely favorable. If absolute ideals: 
of the highest type for our schools could easily be realized, 
every institution under the recognition of our Church would’ 
quickly spring up into a great and fully-equipped university. 
But our ideals must be modified and given a reasonable adapta- 
tion to the field we have under cultivation, and the methods. 
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employed in its cultivation must be of such a character as to 
conserve its resources, and not to exhaust them. 

If these principles are applicable, what shall be done with 
_ our educational work ? 

1. There ought to be sought an adaptation of the individual, 
particular school to a reasonable expectancy, taking into ac- 
count its available resources. In the-case of any school, debt 
must not be allowed to accumulate from unpaid current ex- 
penses. In order that this may be realized, the school must 
wisely adapt itself to its territory and its available income. If 
necessary its grade must be so changed as to make the income 
from student patronage, and temporary or permanent financial 
resources, cover every item of outlay. If such resources are 
sufficient to support a university in the proper sense, let the 
institution be a university; if only equivalent to the proper 
outlay of an academy, then let it be an academy until such 
time as that at which its increased resources warrant a higher 
grade. This, in all reason, would be more nearly in accord 
with the fitness of things than the usually adopted alternative, 
which invariably results in poor equipment, a starved teaching 
force, and superficial work. If the denomination saw fit to 
adopt this plan, the question as to the number of schools under 
its supervision would be solved. It is impossible to have too 
many schools if they are adapted to their surroundings, so that 
they may be operated without debt, and without the imposition 
of undue burdens upon the codperating territory. This sug- 
gestion does not forbid the accumulation of debt under circum- 
stances which provide a corresponding value in real estate, or 
other actual possessions. 

9. A high standard of thoroughness and efficiency ought to 
be maintained, so that the schools may retain their own re- 
spect, and that of their constituency. This means that a col- 
lege is to do well the work of a college, and an academy, that 
of an academy. It implies that the work done in any one in- 
stitutions, as represented in the student carrying its diploma, be 
of such excellence as to command recognition everywhere, in 
its own grade. It implies no disgrace, either to the denomina- 
tion or to the particular institution, but only honor and self- 
respect, whatever the grade of any school, or of all schools. 

3. The codperating territory of any school ought to be as- 
siduously cultivated, but not robbed of its resources, or cal- 
loused in its sympathy for Christian education. The student- 
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patron must be able to get a dollar’s worth of services and 
benefit for every dollar he’ expends in a school of his own de- 
nomination, or he will likely go to another which offers him 
advantages equal to his gold. The supporting patron, who out 
of his generosity and sense of service to God donates money to 
his denominational school, must not have his generosity put 
under bondage by partial payment subscriptions, by which, for 
years, is placed an embargo upon the fountain of his sympa- 
thies, until the spirit of giving is quenched or worn out. To 
produce great crops without reducing the fertility of the soil is 
true husbandry. 

4, Our educational work needs to be unified. What must 
be sought is not organic union, or any such thing as a cen- 
tralized administration, or any loss of autonomy on the part 
of any one school, or undue authority vested in the General 
Board of Education, or in any officer of the Board, but such 
an adjustment of our schools to a plan or policy of the Board 
of Education as to bring every part of our denominational work 
into corelation with every other part. This assumes that, first 
of all, the Board of Education shall have such a plan or policy. 
Tt does not imply that any school shall be coerced, or shall have 
imposed upon it any conditions inimical to its most complete 
liberty and absolute autonomy; but it does assume that the 
Board shall have a plan and policy for our educational work 
as a whole, in accord with which every school desiring the rec- 
ognition of the Church shall take a recognized grade-standing, 
in accord with its actual standing in comparison with all the 
other schools. This will bring order out of chaos, and the work 
done by any particular school will have the same recognition 
as that of any other in the general educational plan. Under 
such arrangement, the student, before beginning his studies, 
will know his academical standing in the eyes of the Church, 
when-once he has completed any particular course of study. 
This would serve as a powerful incentive to patronize our own 
schools, and help to generate a commendable pride in the stu- 
dent in his attainment of successive advancements. What we 
seek is not union, but unity. 

5. There is difficulty in determining the exact duties of a 
secretary of education whose whole time shall be given to that 
office. But the difficulty should not stand in the way of the ap- 
pointment of such an officer if, first, the educational work needs 
such an officer, or, second, if the educational work in its gen- 


164 


UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 


eral phases is sufficiently important to justify the expenses of 
maintaining such an officer. No one will deny the paramount 
importance of our educational work. Our traditional .attitude 
toward such interests has been that of indifference when not 
that of positive opposition. We have awaked from our long 
slumber in comparatively recent years. In no other field of de- 
nominational activity can we so poorly afford less than 
the very best things possible. No less emphasis upon 
other phases of work, but decidedly more upon this, is our sal- 
vation. Nearly all our forces heretofore have been employed in 
evangelism, in almost utter disregard of the vital factor; name- 
ly, the man at the wheel. 

But is a general secretary of education needed? The im- 
portance of the field is admitted, or are we not yet sufficiently 
awake to recognize the key to successful operation in denomina- 
tional activity? If such secretary had no other duties for four 
years than to acquaint our people with beneficiary education, 
the needs of our Church would justify his employment for 
such length of time. We are already feeling the need of pre- 
pared men, and the future will impose a far more keenly felt 
necessity upon us in this direction. In the future, extension will 
much more nearly coincide with intensification than in the pres- 
ent or in the past. Many feel called into the ministry, and toa 
preparation for it, but the money necessary to take even a partial 
course of study is wanting. They are lost to the sacred calling 
because of confronting difficulties. It is the duty of the Church 
to help these young people overcome these barriers. Have we ° 
learned that the reason why our efforts at extension have been 
so indifferently successful is found in our lack of strenuous- 
ness in the matter of intellectual culture? We have been 
pious, and God has loved us, but we have not supplied the suit- 
able channels manward for his blessing of the world through 
us, to the degree which we could desire. For years we have 
employed several secretaries to carry before our people the 
work of extension in its several phases, falsely assuming that 
money is the only factor in the work of extension, when in 
truth it occupies at best a third place, for, first of all, is God, 
and, second in place as well as in rank, is the being whom he 
made in his own image. The greatest missionary whom this 
denomination, or any other denomination can produce, is the 
man who can prepare the way for the greatest number of his 
fellows to enter upon the glorious work of the gospel ministry, 
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by giving them financial help, or otherwise inducing them to 
bring to that glorious work the superlative equipment intellect- 
ually as well as spiritually. We have been committing denom- 
inational suicide long enough. Our ministry must be educated 
in the twentieth century or we may as well give up the thought 
of missionary work, at home or abroad; and for this phase of 
the work, because of its supreme importance, some movement 
ought to be inaugurated which, if well done, is well worthy the 
time of a man, and that movement ought to include the ap- 
pointment of a secretary of education whose whole time is 
given to the interests of our educational work. 

But the secretary of education, large enough for his office, 
is needed in other fields than that represented merely in benefi- 
ciary education. He would represent an ideal in our educa- 
tional work sorely needed, and implied in what has already 
been said as to plan and polity. No crystallized plan or policy 
can be made to appear unless first represented in some individ- 
ual or individuals. If mistakes already made in our educa- 
tional field could have been avoided, even in part by such a sec- 
retary, the Church could have paid him a handsome salary 
every year since the institution of the Board of Education, in 
1869, besides gaining wealth from his services. And if: these 
interests had been as carefully administered from a central 
office, as have been the interests of missions or of the Sunday 
school, who dare say that we would not now have more and 
stronger missions and Sunday schools? To the denominational 
life the proper recognition of education is of first importance. 

Our theological department is, in some of its aspects, more 
directly related to our denominational life than are the col- 
legiate and the academical. The state has provided popular 
education, and besides has founded great institutions of the 
higher learning for the use of her citizens. And the great uni- 
versities founded by private wealth need scarcely be men- 
tioned. The doors of these institutions stand wide open, invit- 
ing every son and daughter of the Church to enter. But the 
state wisely attempts no specific theological training. To sup- 
ply such training is the prerogative of the Church, and, under 
our form of civil government, must always remain so. This, 
then, is a field of education from which the Church cannot hope 
to be relieved. It is a part of her own private life, and is there- 
fore very closely allied to her most sacred interests. Here the 
leaders of her hosts are to receive their inspiration and train- 
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ing for successful captaincy in the Lord’s army, as represented 
in the denomination. The character of the denomination must 
therefore be largely determined by the character of the theo- 
logical training she furnishes to her ministry. 

The church is therefore the architect of her own fortunes, 
under the blessing of the Almighty, for the training of her own 
ministry is under her own direction. She institutes it. She 
maintains it and supports the financial side of its necessities. 
She commits her sons and daughters to it, and again drinks at 
the fountains as they are discovered at the hands of those same 
sons and daughters, and so the theological training she fur- 
nishes comes back to her in the services rendered by her min- 
istry. What phase of Christian education is ‘more vitally re- 
lated to the denominational life than that represented in the 
theological seminary ? 

But this department ought to be regarded as including all 
special studies designated by the proper authority to be taken 
by the candidate for the ministry, whether taken in the theo- 
logical seminary or out of it. The work required ought to be 
thorough and far-reaching, and the reading courses appointed 
by the General Conference ought to include a large amount ot 
biblical and exegetical work, including the study of the English 
language, in addition to what is now- included, so that the li- 
centiate not in school would find himself as well, or nearly as 
well versed at the close of his course as can the graduate from 
the theological school. What should be demanded is thorough 
preparation, whether secured in the school or out of it. If the 
home-student finds disadvantages in pursuing a theological 
course which his fellow-candidate in the theological seminary 
does not encounter, those disadvantages ought to be made the 
measure of the work required of him beyond that required ot 
the student in the seminary, so that at least in formal work 
done both might be equally prepared for their high calling. 

It must be conceded that there are advantages enjoyed by the 
student in the theological seminary properly taking the usually 
prescribed course, the equivalent of which he could nowhere 
find as a home-student. These advantages make it worth while 
for the candidate to seek his training in the theological school. 
And they make it worth while for the church to support the 
institution, and to see to it that every candidate, with scarcely 
an exception, seek his training in such an institution. In our 
own denomination a theological school is maintained at an out- 
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lay of considerable money, but the Church does not demand 
that her candidates for the ministry take the course of train- 
ing for which she lays out her money. On the one hand, she 
pays her good money for the training of her ministry, and, on 
the other, she employs a large part of the men for whose train- 
ing she pays without their having taken advantage of the priv- 
ileges already provided. 

In this connection two things are plainly evident to the 
thoughtful observer: 1. A denomination numbering two hun- 
dred and fifty thousand members ought to send candidates to 
her theological school or schools in sufficient numbers to guar- 
antee an addition to her ministry of from fifty to seventy-five 
graduates every year. 2. That same denomination ought to 
furnish equipment to her theological school or schools suffi- 
ciently worthy of recognition to satisfy the reasonable demands 
of any student loyal to the Church of his choice. The General 
Conference, to which this report is made, can do no one thing 
of farther reaching importance than to make such provision 
as will make possible the realization of these two things. Let 
us thank God that we belong to a denomination which has al- 
ways emphasized for its ministry the recognition of the divine 
eall. Let us ever exalt to its proper-place, the supreme place, 
the vital, spiritual union of the minister with God. Of this he 
“wall take care if we abide in Jesus Christ. But let us not for- 
get the fact that for a long time we neglected to emphasize the 
intellectual side of the minister’s preparation. And let us see 
in this that it is now high time that we no longer make this 
mistake. Let us make golden vessels for the temple service. 
Let us take the vessel sanctified by the Almighty and draw it 
out into an unblemished channel through which the fountains 
of living water may flow out to the people in streams of unob- 
structed blessings. Let God fill the heart, and, in accord with 
the order which he seems to have established, let us fill the 
mind. He sanctifies. We devote ourselves to his service, Let 
that service be no less than the best. 


THE BENEFICIARY WORK. 


The beneficiary fund is an important interest committed to 
the Board. It is intended to supplement the means of students . 
preparing for the gospel ministry, or for special missionary 
work. The statistics with reference to this fund are given be- 
low, and will show a handsome increase over any preceding 
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quadrennium, both as to loans and as to collections. The 
amounts assessed to the several conferences for this fund ag- 
eregaté annually $4,520. It must be repeated here from the 
report of four years ago that comparatively few conferences 
have seen fit to assess to their several fields the full amount 
asked by the Board. The fund has been increased during the 
term of four years by conference collections to the amount of 
$10,481.21, and, by bequest, $990.46. “There are 254 accounts 
with beneficiaries standing open, aggregating $36,300.85 Ac- 
counts canceled by death aggregate $1,295.40. 
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REPORT OF THE TREASURER OF THE BENEFICIARY EDUCATIONAL FUND FOR 
THE QUADRENNIUM ENDING APRIL 10, 1905. 
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Hxpenditures. 
1902 1903 1904 1905 Totals. 
Loans made to students ........ css. ; $4,846 00 $4,141 00 $4,345 00 $4.635 00 $17,967 00 
Traveling expenses...........+-++- 110 45 101 59 111 71 115 89 439 64 
Salaries paid..........0....e000 seeceeeke 39 75 245 OU 150 00 150 00 584 75 
Miscellaneous expenses .. ees 71 34 110 65 251 78 100 99 534 76 
ERE AMC GER EOASTIT VY) coccsreu occccens san oocctenseconi|(sesoeceeu lec ceoces [Reavacesonteuebagea|ieeseseves Ge coned 446 36 446 36 
RE OU SSE csccccccacyencbasschus (6 sxcepsisbacseoestesaeese: $5,067 54 $4,598 24 $4,858 49 $5,448 24] $19,972 51 
Beneficiary Work Since 1880. 
n @ ° 
[-8) i) n 
Z|. Se S Es ele 
YEAR ENDING oS aS 8 rely et 
3s ea >3 eke as 
wits APRIL. q coy 24 a5.4 Aus 
koi) So Ke) 3 >) a >) 
1) eles) gO A bq A 
Ay Ay Ay {ea} & 
$300 00] .e-esoses «+. $1,485 48] $79 20 
570 00 $43 70) 1,238 80 72 10 
552 00 50 00 520 49 82 92 
445 00 117 25 648 52 &6 55 
986 00 10 00 598 82 132 00 
770 00 35 00 618 52 70 50 
1,270 00 169 45} 1,226 30 409 86 ~ 
1,445 00 455 00} 1,280 33 161 0C 3 25 
2,150 00 267 10} 1,280 94 POSTAL O|iccccccsscsssse 
2,452 25 357 00} 1,282 90 107 45 11 00 
2,176 50} 1,150 00} 1,472 74 68 10 100 50 
2,329 00 640 00} 1,382 71 BS TD consnstcceenses 
F 1,573 82 (sD) cece 
85 87 23 50 
103 35 65 00 
64 38 5 50 
97 00 116 50 
197 85 11 00 
197 75 109 46 
262 78 25 00 
233 82 1 50 
295 21 27 65 
2,367 09 150 20 71 04 
2,238 50} 2,456 57 346 59 110 65 
1,860 00} 2,718 77 261 71 251 78 
4,620 00} 2,420 79) 2,553 81 285 74 171 65 











ore 





TWENTY-FOURTH GENERAL CONFERENCE 


THE DISTRIBUTION OF AID AMONG THE CONFERENCES. 


Below are given, for each year of the quadrennium, the num- 
ber of beneficiaries from the several conferences and the aggre- 
gate amounts loaned them: 
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DISTRIBUTION OF AID AMONG THE SCHOOLS. 


In the following table is given, for each year of the quad- 
rennium, the number of beneficiaries at the several schools and 
the aggregate amounts loaned: 
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OUR SCHOOLS. 


The following schools are recognized by the Board: 

Union Biblical Seminary, Dayton, Ohio. Founded in 1871. 
Rev. G. A. Funkhouser, D. D., LL. D., senior professor. 

Otterbein University, Westerville, Ohio. Founded, 1847. 
Rev. L. Bookwalter, D. D., president. 

Lebanon Valley College, Annville, Pennsylvania. Founded, 
1867. Rev. H. U. Roop, Ph. D., LL. D., president. 

Western College, Toledo, Iowa. Founded, 1856. Rev. C. J. 
Kephart, D. D., president. 

Westfield College, Westfield, Illinois. Founded, 1865. Rev. 
W. R. Shuey, D. D., president. 

Philomath College, Philomath, Oregon. Founded, 1865. 
Rev. I. E. Caldwell, A. M., president. 

York College, York, Nebraska. Founded, 1890. Rev. W. E. 
Schell, D. D., president. 

Campbell College, Holton, Kansas. Founded, 1904. Rev. ten 
O. Bonebrake, D. D., president. 
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Edwards Collegiate Institute, White Pine, Tennessee. 
Founded, 1877. Prof. Ross ‘Masters, principal. 

Shenandoah Collegiate Institute, Dayton, Virginia. Founded, 
1876. Rey. E. U. Hoenshel, principal. 

Sugar Grove Seminary, Sugar Grove, Pennsylvania. 
Founded, 1884. Rev. M. R. Woodland, principal. 

Washington Seminary, Huntsville, Washington. 

Lawrenceburg College, Lawrenceburg, Tennessee. Founded, 
1904. Rev. J. F. Tyler, D. D., president. 

These schools employ 150 professors and other teachers. At 
present the net total of students in all departments is 2,683. 
There are 32 buildings, which, with their grounds, are valued 
at $741,500. The value of cabinets, apparatus, etc., is $28,400. 
Their libraries contain 35,700 volumes, valued at $20,600. The 
total productive endowment is $194,751, and the available con- 
tingent assets are $80,100. Total property, $1,287,251. Debts, 
$82,268. 

UNION BIBLICAL SEMINARY. 


What has been accomplished during the quadrennium ? 

1. The entire debt has been paid, which required the amount 
of $33,267.50, including interest. 

2. The proceeds from the annual conferences have been in- 
creased from $4,116.56 to $5,438.49 annually. This is a yearly 
increase of $1,321.93. 

3. There has been added to the productive endowment 
$4,000. C. M. Brooxz, Business Manager. 


OTTERBEIN UNIVERSITY. 


In brief, I may say that there has been progress along all 
lines during the quadrennium. Financially, over $150,000 in 
cash and pledges has come to the university since the last 
General Conference. The attendance of students has increased 
steadily, and for the first time this year passed the four hun- 
dred mark. Additional grounds have been purchased and sey- 
eral new buildings are in prospect. Westerville has been great- 
ly improved in the past four years by putting in sanitary sew- 
ers, water works, natural gas pipes, and paving and improving . 
the streets. Henry Garsr. 

LEBANON VALLEY COLLEGE. 

1. The organization of a new and unique system of studies, 
offering a wide but consistent choice of electives. 

2. The addition of five professors and three instructors. 
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3. The introduction of laboratory methods in all of the de- 
partments of scientific teaching. 

4, A large increase in the attendance of students. 

5. Purchase of a new athletic field, containing six acres, 
which is enclosed and fitted up for all phases of modern ath- 
letics. 

- 6. The erection and completion of a new library building. 

7. The projection of a new women’s dormitory, one of the 
best planned buildings in the State, now in course of construc- 
tion, to be completed by September 1, 1905. 

8. The purchase of about acres of ground contiguous 
‘to the old campus. 

The present policy is to appoint to professorships only such 
men as have graduate training. As a result, the standard of 
scholarship has been very much raised, the atmosphere of the 
college imbued with the best ideals of the best institutions of 
the country, and the life of the institution made as unique as 
the location is ideal. 

The Administration Building was totally destroyed by fire 
December 24. This building contained the administrative of- 
fices, the recitation rooms, the men’s dormitories, the science 
department, and the central heat plant. 

Already plans have been prepared and rebuilding begun. In- 
stead of the one building there will be four: 1. The Adminis- 
tration Building, including all the recitation rooms. 2. The 
men’s dormitories, on the Oxford and Cambridge system, pro- 
viding single suites, double suites, single and double rooms for 
more than one hundred students. 3. A science hall, modern in 
design, devoting one whole floor to the physical, one to the 
chemical, and another to the biological laboratories. 4. A cen- 
tral heating and lighting plant. H. U. Roop. 





WESTFIELD COLLEGE. 


The college has been favored with fair attendance, debt re- 
duced, with good outlook for increase of endowment ($24,000) 
in the near future. ‘< W. R. Suuey. 

WESTERN COLLEGE. 


As to anything especial accomplished in the interest and 
work of this institution during the quadrennium just closing, 
permit me to mention three things: 

1. The securing of money and subscriptions to pay the in- 
debtedness of the college, amounting to about $70,000. The 
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debt has all been actually paid but $14,000. The interest is paid 
to date, and we have subscriptions considered good to cover 
and more than cover the remainder of the debt. It has been 
a debt-paying quadrennium to Western College. 

2. Two years ago Major Leander Clark, of this city, offered 
the college $50,000 for endowment on two conditions: (1) That 
$100;000 more be secured for the same purpose by January 1, 
1906. (2) That the name of the college, upon the completion 
of this gift, be changed to Leander Clark College. It is scarce- 
ly proper to say that Mr. Clark made this as a condition of his 
offer. Several years before the board of trustees of the college. 
made the offer that if any would give $50,000 to the endowment 
of the college he should have the right to name the college. Mr. 
Clark simply accepted the proposition of the trustees. 

3. On April 8 I received from Mr. Andrew Carnegie a let- 
ter stating that he will be glad to give $50,000 to the endow- 
ment when the remaining $50,000 is collected. Thus the 
propositions of Major Clark and Mr. Carnegie combine into 
one, to give the college $100,000 on condition that we secure 
$50,000. We expect to do this, and thus secure for the college 
an endowment, which, while not large as endowments are gen- 
erally considered, will put us in condition to guarantee both 
the life and the growth of the college. This will hardly be 
ccmpleted by the close of the quadrennium, but it will, we hope, 
be well commenced. C. J. Kepuart. 


YORK COLLEGE. 


Hulitt Conservatory, thirty-six by eighty feet, of brick, four 
floors, has been erected and equipped. 

Central heating plant has been installed. 

Basement for gymnasium, forty by eighty feet, has been 
‘completed. 

Many books have been added to library. Apparatus and fur- 
nishings have been greatly increased. 

The city water main, sewer, and electric light have been ex- 
tended to our grounds. 

The total increase in property available for college purposes, 
as referred to in above items, is from $28,000 to $30,000. 

The yearly attendance is nearly one hundred more than four 
years ago. 

York College has secured official recognition by the State 
Department of Public Instruction, in consequence of which 
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graduates from our normal department receive State certifi- 
cates. 

_ The reputation of York College has been greatly enlarged 
and perfected. Wm. E. ScHELL. 


CAMPBELL COLLEGE. 


- During the present quadrennium our educational work in 
Kansas and Oklahoma has undergone a great change. Tor 
many years Lane University has been our principal college in 
this territory, though at various times spasmodic efforts were 
made to relocate it or establish other schools to take its place, 
but all to no avail. 

A deep-seated dissatisfaction had long been felt with the 
lceation of Lane University at Lecompton, and only a half- 
hearted support was given it by any of the codperating confer- 
ences. It was felt by those most concerned that something 
must be done that we might educate our own young people and 
offer them advantages equal to those offered elsewhere. In 
the summer of 1902 definite action was taken looking to the 
relocation of Lane University. Holton presented an excellent 
opportunity, and the seat of our educational work was removed 
from Lecompton to Holton. By this move the Church came 
into possession of all of the valuable property of Campbell Uni- 
versity, which had a record of twenty-two years in this very 
beautiful residence town of about four thousand inhabitants. 

Last year, our first in this place, Campbell enrolled nearly 
four hundred students. We have a strong faculty, an open 
territory, excellent facilities, more active sympathy from the 
conferences, and an opportunity such as we seldom have for 
success. P. O. BoNEBRAKE. 


SUGAR GROVE SEMINARY. 


Let me say in reply to the above that the seminary is in very 
much better condition than four years ago. The recitation 
rooms have been repaired, many books added to the library, 
and about $10,000 additional endowment secured during the 
time. M. R. Woopianp. 


SHENANDOAH COLLEGIATE INSTITUTE. 


A new $8,000 building has been erected. 
The attendance has been almost, if not quite doubled. 
Four members have been added to our teaching force. 


The school has grown steadily in favor with the people. 
E. U. HorEnsHet. 
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EDWARDS COLLEGIATE INSTITUTE. 


This institution is striving to do sound foundation work in 
. the great system of Christian education, and to rise to full col- 
legiate rank upon true merit. Progress in the almost indis- 
pensable factor of finances has been slow, and enlarged facili- 
ties and increased income are sorely needed. The field is a 
promising one, and the battle will be kept up till victory 
crowns the effort. Ross Masters. 


LAWRENCEBURG COLLEGE. 


I find this school difficult to report correctly owing to its past 
history and its age as a college. We have had control only a 
very short time. Up to that time it was only a secondary pub- 
he school without any history, outside, perhaps, the town’s 
limits. We have a fine field here in which to build up a first- 
class college. We have a field about one hundred by one hun- 
dred and fifty miles square on which to draw for students. We 
aim to remodel the school by next fall and add a Bible depart- 
ment for ministers. This school will be for our Southern 
work. We trust to be able to make a creditable showing for 
our next term. F. J. Tyter. 


OUR MISSION SCHOOLS. 


Rufus Clark and Wife Training School, Shenge, Africa, 
four native teachers; an attendance of 101; property valued at 
$9,000. Albert Academy, Freetown, Africa, the attendance 33; 
in rented -property for the present. One American teacher in 
the Albert Academy and two native assistants. 


W. M. Bett. 


RECOM MENDATIONS OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION TO THE GENERAL 
CONFERENCE. 

"1. We recommend that no letters of dismissal to another de- 

nomination be given to any beneficiary who has not canceled 

his obligation to the Board of Education. : 

2. That a general secretary of the Board be elected, who 
shall be under the direction of the Board of Education. 

3. That no minister shall be ordained who has not com- 
pleted the course of study in a standard high school or acad- 
emy, or its equivalent. 

4, That we make the chief feature of the next quadrennium 
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the raising of one million dollars for the endowment and equip- 
ment of our educational institutions. 

5. That we endorse the action of the executive committee 
in publishing and sending out tracts on giving, and urge the 
continuance of it, to the end that our people may take the Lord 
into partnership in their financial affairs. 

6. That. all students in college or Seminary, receiving 
beneficiary aid from the Board of Education, be given one- 
fourth of the amount as a gift, and that notes be taken for the 
remaining three-fourths. 


RULES OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION. 

The Board of Education will make loans from the Educa- 
tional Beneficiary Fund to persons properly recommended, who 
are in schools of our own denomination preparing for the gos- | 
pel ministry, or for special mission work, in accord with tle 
following rules: 

1. Applications for loans must be made under the forms | 
and provisions determined by the Board. 

2. The student applying for a loan must be properly recom- 
mended by his annual conference, and by the faculty of the 
school in which he ig a student. These recommendations must 
accompany each application for a loan, and must have becu 
given the student within the year preceding the date of his ap- 
plication. 

3. Each loan must be secured by a negotiable, legal note 
signed by the beneficiary, and bearing six per cent. interest 
after maturity. 

4. In no case will a note be made for a longer term than 
five years. If for any good reason the beneficiary cannot pay 
his note when due, he may have the time of payment deferred, 
at the discretion of the Board, by applying’ for extension of 
time and giving a new note, non-interest-bearing until after 
maturity. 

5. Money loaned will be paid to students through some offi- 
cer of their school, twenty per cent. of the loan for the year 
about the 1st of October, twenty per cent. about the Ist of De- 
cember, twenty per cent. about the Ist of February, and the re- 
mainder about the 1st of April, when the note specified under 
rule three shall be given. 

6. Loans will not be promised when there is no money in the 
treasury. Should the aggregate loans voted beneficiaries in 
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any year exceed the total amount available within the year, the 
Board will at its discretion reduce or cancel amounts so voted 
as loans. 

7. The amount to be loaned to any student in any year, or 
in any number of years, is determined by the Board, and may 
be made to vary at the discretion of the Board. Unless the case 
is an extraordinary one, the loan to a member of the senior 
class in college shall not exceed $80; to a junior, $75, to a 
sophomore, $70; to a freshman, $65. To a college graduate 
who is pursuing a course in the theological Seminary, the loan 
shall not exceed $150. To others in the theological Seminary, 
loans may be made corresponding in amount to that to which 
their class standing would entitle them, as indicated above, 
were they students in a college. Experience in the pastorate 
will be regarded as equivalent to college work, at the discretion 
of the Board. 

8. Any loans made in excess of sums stated in rule seven 
shall be regarded as short loans, and shall be made payable by 
October 1, following the date of such short loans, so that the 
money may be available for the use of students in the follow- 
ing year. 

9. Loans may be canceled by the Board on account of the 
death of the beneficiary, or for any other reason upon which 
the Board agrees. 

10. The note required in rule three shall be given for three- 
fourths of the amount voted to any beneficiary. The remain- 
ing one-fourth of the amount shall be given as a gift. 

11. If for an reason a beneficiary does not enter the active 
ministry of the Church of the United Brethren in Christ, the 
entire amount of his loan or loans, whether legally due or not, 
shall be due and payable at the date of the first meeting of his 
annual conference after his leaving school. “School” is to be 
regarded as a school of the United Brethren in Christ. This 
item is applicable whether the beneficiary is in another school 
or not. 

12. The beneficiary shall regard himself, within proper 
limits, as under the direction of the Board of Education. 

18. At the discretion of the Board, payment may be with- 
held on account of unworthy conduct on the part of the bene- 
ficiary, or for any other reason. 

14. These rules shall constitute the contract between the 
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Board of Education of the Church of the United Brethren in 
Christ and the beneficiary who receives a loan or loans. 

15. The signature of the beneficiary shall be affixed to a 
copy of these rules, by which signature he binds himself to ob- 
serve every requirement stated in any one of these rules and in 
all of them. 


I agree to the provisions of these rules. 


Watewy....... Name of gpplicant.>.... 


Dr. E. B. Bierman, of Eastern Pennsylvania Conference. I move 
that the report be referred to the appropriate committee. 

Seconded. 

Tue Presipinc Bisuor. You have heard the motion. All in favor 
indicate by saying aye. Contrary, no. It is so referred. 

Tue Presipinc BisHop. Will you now hear the report of the Young 
People’s Society ? 

Voices. Hear, hear. 

Rev. J. G. Huser, of Miami Conference. It is not printed, Brother 
Bishop. 

Tue Presipinc BisHor. Then read it. 

Rev. J. G. Huber, president of the Young People’s Christian Union, 
read the report as follows: 


REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE Y. P. C. U. 


To the General Conference, Greeting. 


Twelve years ago, at the session of the General Conference at Day- 
ton, Ohio, the Young People’s Christian Union was adopted as one 
of the organized departments of our Church work. 

Its growth since that time has been marked, and it now holds a 
position of choice blessing and usefulness. 


NUMERICAL STRENGTH. 


We find the statistics of the Union difficult to gather with ac- 
curacy. <A careful examination of the various conference minutes, 
which afford our most reliable source of information, presents a 
total of 1,430 Senior societies, with a membership of 55,396, and 516 
Junior societies, with a membership of 22,525, making a combined en- 
rollment of 77,921. Adding to this list the new societies organized 
since September 1, we would report as reliably accurate a total of 
1,491 Senior and 527 Junior societies, a total of 2,018 societies, with 
a membership of 80,131. 
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AIMS AND PRINCIPLES. 


The motto of the Union tersely declares its splendid aim, “For the 
glory of God and the salvation of men.” The salvation of the young, 
their development in character and the graces of the Spirit, their 
training in the use of the Bible and in Christian service, their private 
devotions and exercise in public prayer and testimony, their increased 
intelligence in the affairs of the Church and consequent loyalty to all 
of its interests; in short, to produce better Christians, better church 
members, better workers, better citizens; these are a few of -its chief 
aims, and to a high degree they have been realized. 

We are pleased with the stress placed on personal evangelism in 
many quarters, particularly in one Branch, where a numbersof work- 
ers’ bands have been organized. 

Pastors everywhere need to-day a vision of the possible helpfulness 
of the society in the local church, and should hold up to the young 
people ideals and examples of activity, and open to them doors of 
service, thus stimulating them in the Master’s work. 


MINISTERS AND MISSIONARIES. 


The Church must look to the ranks of the young people for its 
supply of ministers and missionaries. The small number offering 
themselves for these high callings is cause for anxiety not only in our 
own, but in other denominations and lands. The great Presbyterian 
Church in this country has in very recent years suffered a decline of 
many hundred applicants for the ministry. A few months ago, when 
Mr. John R. Mott was in England, making a tour of evangelism in col- 
leges and universities, he was called into seven different conferences 
with eminent church leaders to advise on how to get men of ability to 
enter the ministry. 

As the increased equipment of Union Biblical Seminary will likely 
come before this body for consideration, should not the need of capa- 
ble and consecrated persons for these high callings also engage our 
thought and prayers. 

It is imperative that our young people be saved from the avarice 
and materialism of this age and their minds directed to spiritual ac- 
tivities. 

YOUNG PEOPLE AND MISSIONS. 


We are highly gratified with the deepening interests in missions 
during this quadrennium. Hundreds of our young people have been 
enrolled in mission-study classes in connection with the great inter- 
denominational Young People’s Missionary Movement. This work 
will yield a rich harvest in the future. 

Our gifts have been constantly increasing in this direction. The 
Union through its Branches is now supporting three of our ablest 
foreign missionaries at an expense of $1,500 annually, and of native 
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workers at a cost of $1,100 annually. The latest conference minutes 
tabulate as a total of Y. P. C. U. for missions, $6,976. 

We are persuaded that many hundreds more have been interested in 
building mission churches of which we have no record. 

The last three anniversary offerings have been distinctly mission- 
ary. Two years ago $550 was given by the General Union on the 
mission debt. Last year the offering reached $770, and with it a 
much-needed and handsome chapel was built in Porto Rico. This 
year we hope to secure $1,000 for the erection of a chapel in Funi- 
bashi, Japan. 

Our ideal is that every Branch should place on the hearts of its 
young people some specific home or foreign missionary project for 
their support, and also each year a generous anniversary contribu- 
tion be given by each local society to some definite enterprise named 
by the General Union. 

CONVENTIONS. 


Our conventions are seasons of grace and schools of instruction. 
The glitter and excessive enthusiasm of former years may be lacking, 
but of their increased solidity, definite purpose, and value there can 
be no doubt. 

At the Canton Biennial of 1902 the observance of the Quiet Hour 
and personal service were particularly emphasized. At the great 
Winona convention of last June evangelism and missions claimed the 
largest-attention. This Biennial was notable for a greatly increased 
attendance, for effective addresses by Dr. J. Wilbur Chapman, Robert 
Speer, L. D. Wishard, and for the phenomenal outpouring of the 
Spirit of God on the convention Sabbath. 

Branch conventions as held in the conferences should: have the 
heartiest encouragement of pastors andi people, as they afford oppor- 
tunity for fellowship, discussion of methods of work, and promote 
the organization of societies in all the local churches. Branch organ- 
izations and conventions are really invaluable in maintaining the in- 
terest and enthusiasm and pushing advance movements of the Union. 


LITERATURE. 


Frequent articles on society problems from members of the council 
and others appear in the columns of our Church organs. The services 
of these officers are gratuitous, and their time and energies are de- 
voted so wholly in other channels as to prevent our growing an ex- 
tension expert literature. 

The leaflets published in the interests of the Junior department, and 
a helpful Junior training course, have had a wide and beneficial cir- 
culation. 

The Watchword has enjoyed a remarkable advance during this 
quadrennium. Its circulation has bounded in these four years from 
20,500 to 38,000. We take it that it is now safely on a paying basis, 
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and the ghost of its discontinuance no longer need shadow us. Its 
modification to meet the wants of Sunday-school readers has likely 
not strengthened it as a Young “People’s paper, but its wider circula- 
tion and reading makes compensation for the slight change in its mat- 
ter. We still claim the Watchword as our organ, and feel proud of 
its clean and vigorous editorial work. We are further gratified with 
its fascinating setting forth of the institutions and movements of the 
Church and land by means of high-class illustrated articles. 

The bright and elaborate Year-Book of 1904 also presented the de- 
partments of the Union in a most comprehensive and satisfactory 
manner. 

BIBLE STUDY AND CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP. 


Short courses in Bible study have been presented in the Watchword 
from time to time by the superintendent of the Bible-Study Depart- 
ment, and have doubtless been used with profit by many. Recently 
a column has been opened outlining a continuous course of reading 
through the New Testament, with brief comments on each chapter, by 
the president of the Union. More than 1,600 persons have sent in 
their names as daily readers. 

The subject and duty of Christian stewardship of money, while not 
advocated so constantly in the Watchword as in former years, still 
holds its place in the departments of the Union and is pressed upon 
our youth at all our conventions. 

The wisdom of the plan of organization adopted by the leaders of 
this movement in our denomination in uniting all Young | People’s 
societies of whatever name into one general union has been fully vin- 
dicated by the experience of the past fifteen years. The freedom 
given to individual societies to identify themselves with the United 
Society of Christian Endeavor has been a happy solution of our rela- 
tion to this great body. 

We rejoice in the inspiration of world-wide fellowship enjoyed by 
many societies through affiliation with Christian Endeavor. We 
would, however, reaffirm that such affiliation is never interpreted 
either by the Union of Christian Endeavor as a severing of connec- 
tion with our denominational organization and interests. 

Our great purposes are loyalty to Christ and the Church, a society 
in every congregation, Personal Workers’ Bands and Mission-Study 
Classes, our Juniors for the Savior, the Morning Watch with the 
Bible, and the whole tithe for the Lord. 


A. H. Lavcusaum, of Sandusky Conference. I move that it be re- 
ferred to the appropriate committee. 

Seconded. 

Tue Presioine Bisnorp. The motion is to refer to the appropriate® 
committee. All favoring say aye. Contrary, no. It is agreed to and 
is so referred. 


~ 
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Dr. D. R. Mituter. I move we do now adjourn. 

Seconded. 

Tus Presipinc Bishop. The motion is on adjournment. Are there 
any announcements ? 

Several of the chairmen announced meetings of their respective 
committees, and the pastor, Rev. Mr. Crites, again announced the 
services to be held in the evening, and also the season tickets for the 
course of entertainments. 

Tue Presiping Bisnop. The motion is on adjournment. All favor- 
ing it, indicate the same by saying aye. Contrary, no. It is agreed. 

Tue Presipinc Bisnop. I will ask Rev. Dr. Spencer, editor of the 
Central Christian Advocate, to pronounce the benediction. 


THIRD DAY—MORNING SESSION. 


Saturpay, May 13, 1905, 8:30 a. M. 

Bishop G. M. Mathews in the chair. 

Tur Presiping BisHor. Conference will please come to order. Pro- 
fessor J. H. Ruebush, of Virginia, will conduct the song-service. 

Proressor RursusH. We will sing No. 191, “No, Not One.” 

Tue Presipinc Bisuop. Dr. D. P. Baker, of East Tennessee Con- 

ference, will conduct the devotional services. We will now proceed 
with the singing. 

Rey. D. P. Baker then read the fifteenth chapter of John, “I am the. 
true vine,” etc. The devotional services closed with singing No. 86, 
“Fill Me Now.” 

Tue Presiping BisHor. We will now hear the reading of the jour- 
nal of yesterday’s proceedings. 

Secretary Snyder read the minutes of both sessions of yesterday. 

Tue Presipinc Bisnop. You have heard the reading of the journal 
of yesterday’s proceedings. Are there any corrections ? 

A Voice. Dr. Spencer is editor of the Central Christian Advocate 
and not of the Western. 

Rey. Grorcr P. Hort, of Virginia Conference. In the beginning of 
the minutes, I find it convenient that the day of the week be given, 
instead of the number of the day. Instead of the first day, second day, 
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or third day make it read Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday, 
and so on. I believe it is helpful to give the day. 

Tue Presipinc Bisuop. If there are no other corrections, the min- 
utes will stand as read and corrected. 

Tue Presipine Bisnop. According to the new rules, the first thing 
in order will be the calling of the roll of conferences alphabetically, 
at which time may be presented petitions, memorials, appeals, and 
any business pertaining to the annual conferences. The memorials 
shall have upon them the name of the one who presents the memorial 
and the conference from which the memorial comes, and the number 
of petitioners with the subject to which it relates indicated upon the 
back of the paper. It shall then be referred to the proper committee. 
Now, beginning with the first conference and going through alpha- 
betically, you will have the opportunity to present memorials, appeals, 
or any business pertaining to the Conference. Thee secretary will 
proceed with the calling of the roll of conferences. 

The secretary called the roll of conferences alphabetically. 

Rev. J. H. Watts, of Indiana Conference. I have a memorial 
which I wish to present to Committee No. 17. 

Tue Presipinec Bisnorp. Unless there is objection, the communica- 
tion will be so referred. It is so referred. 

Rey. J. R. Cuampers, of Neosho Conference. I have a memorial 
passed unanimously at our last session of the annual conference, to 
refer to the committee having in charge the expenses of the next Con- 
ference. 

This memorial was referred to the appropriate committee. 

Rey. C. U. McKee, of Northwest Kansas Conference, presented a 
memorial for the stationing of preachers for the annual conferences. 
This was referred to the Committee on Government of the Church. 

Rev. J. W. Schofield, of Ontario Conference, presented a memorial 
to the General Conference from his conference on the subject of 
church union. Referred to the appropriate committee. 

Rev. R. M. Zuck, of Upper Wabash Conference, presented a me- 
morial which was referred to the Committee on Boundaries. 

Rey. George P. Hott, of Virginia Conference, presented a resolu- 
tion relating to the appointment of a committee to consist of annual 
conference secretaries for the purpose of providing suitable blanks 
for pastors’ annual reports and blank charts. : 
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Rey. D. L. Doub, of Oklahoma Conference, presented a resolution 
on moral reform. 

These resolutions were referred to the appropriate committees. 

EK. S. Lorenz, of Miami Conference. I have a resolution which I 
should like to bring before the Conference, the purpose of which will 
appear when I read it. 

Voices. Hear, hear. 


Resolved, That the various committees on revision of the Discipline 
be and are hereby instructed to substitute the words “conference su- 
perintendent” for the words “presiding elder,” and “general superin- 
tendent” for the word “bishop” wherever these words now occur in the 
Discipline. 

P. M. Camp. 

D. D. Lowery. 

V. W. OvERTON. 

M. R. Drury. 

G. D. Gossarp. 

J. E. SHANNON. 
Ei Goon. 

A. P. FUNKHOUSER. 


Tur Presipinc BisHor. That will be referred to the appropriate 
committee—the Committee on Superintendency. 

E. S. Lorenz. I beg pardon. That should be referred to several 
committees; it is not simply for the Committee on Superintendency, 
but for the committees which have any section of the Discipline where 
this oceurs; therefore I make this suggestion. 

Tue Presipinc Bisuor. This seems to be anticipating a good deal 
in view of the legislation and the discussions growing out of the prop- 
ositions, but the resolution will be referred to the appropriate com- 
mittees instead of to the one committee. 

Dr. A. C. Witmore, of White River Conference. I rise to a point 
of order. I think the resolution is unconstitutional from the fact that 
the word “bishop” is in our constitution, and I do not think that this 
General Conference, unless it submits an amendment: to the Church, 
can change the word “bishop” to “superintendent” when it relates to 
the bishops in office. You can do so as far as the presiding elder is 
concerned, but not so far as the word “bishop” is concerned. 

Tur Presipinc Bisuor. The point is well taken, but it will be dis- 
cussed by the appropriate committees. 
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Professor Mark Keppel, of California Conference, offered a resolu- 
tion pertaining to Section 2, sub-division 2 of the Discipline, relating 
to the number of delegates that should be elected to the General Con- 
ference. This was referred to the appropriate committee. 

Rey. Grorce P. Hort, of Virginia Conference. I have a word as to 
this resolution asking for the appointment of a committee to formu- 
late blanks for pastors’ annual reports and for the annual conferences 
throughout. I do not know what committee it should go to, or what 
power they would have in complying with this request. 

Tue Presiping BisHop. That will be referred to the Committee on 
Formulas. Rev. J. R. Chambers, of Neosho Conference, is chairman 
of the committee, © 

THE Presipinc Bisnop. Are there any more papers to present? I 
linger now, because these papers ought to be in the hands of the vari- 
ous committees to be considered and be crystalized into some action. 

Mr. S. F. Huber, of Pennsylvania Conference, presented a resolu- 
tion requesting the General Conference to give official recognition to 
the Quincy Orphanage and Home, located at Quincey, Pennsylvania. 
This was referred to the appropriate committee. 

Rey. C. W. Brewbaker, president of the Christian Stewardship Com- 
mission, read the report of the Commission. 


REPORT OF CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP COMMISSION, 


The problem of finances is one with which the Church has had to 
deal ever since her beginning, and one which still consumes much 
time and creates considerable anxiety. Recent years, however, teach 
us that the most successful way to solve this great problem is to in- 
telligently acquaint the people with this important question, using 
the Word of God as the basis for instruction, and to have them prac- 
tice the Bible method of giving. 

We must teach that Christian giving is a divine grace as much as 
is praying, and can be cultivated in one’s life, and thus help beautify 
character. It is the miser who is banished from society. His very 
being has become odious because of the awful grasp the sin of greed 
has upon him. There is nothing so repulsive in a man as stinginess. 
The grace of giving springs from love. “For God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son” (John 3: 16). Hence this grace 
should be cultivated: (1) Because it is biblical; (2) because it is 
reasonable; (3) because of what is means to one’s life and character. 
Everybody should learn to give as God prospers him, 

In submitting this report, it is due the Commission to state: 

1. That the Commission was handicapped by the fact that the 
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General Y. P. ©. U. had officially taken up the matter of tithing and 
systematic giving, and that there was also another commission ap- 
pointed by the General Conference to act in the same capacity, be- 
sides the Educational Board of the Church was advertising tracts for 
free distribution. It was a difficult thing to know just what our 
sphere of action should be. 

2. During the quadrennium one book, “Getting and Giving,” writ- 
ten by Dr. W. M. Weekley, was issued under the auspices of the Com- 
mission. This volume is a very clear and reasonable treatise on the 
subject, and has had a splendid circulation within and out of the 
Church. It has been highly commended, and undoubtedly is doing 
great good for Christ and the Church. It is hoped that all of our 
pastors will urge its distribution and sale. 

3 Plans were also matured looking toward the publishing of 
tracts and leaflets for general distribution. We are confident that 
there is a field for work in this line, and trust that such plans may be 
laid for the future, that a united effort may be made in bringing this 
important and vital question in an intelligent way before the entire 
Church. Respectfully submitted, 

CO. W. Brewsaker, President. 
Wm. M. Bett. 


The report was referred to the Committee on Christian Stewardship. 
Mr. S. E. Kumler, secretary of the Committee on Order of Business, 
made the following report: 


‘Your Committee on Order of Business beg to recommend that, after 
the completion of the general reports, the following committees shall 
be called and their reports heard in the order named: 

No. 25, On Christian Stewardship. 

No. 2, On Credentials. 

No. 23, On Circulation of the Bible. 

No. 20, On Formulas. 

We also recommend that an early adjournment be taken, at not 
later than eleven o’clock, in order that the committees may have time 
to complete their work without delay. 

A. P. Funxuovuser, Chairman. 


The report was adopted. ; 

Tun Presipinc Bisnor. Now Bishop Castle has very kindly and 
tenderly requested the privilege to address thé Conference, and I am 
sure we will grant the privilege to him, as it is his right to have it. 

Bisnop Caste. I rise to this question of privilege at this early mo- 
ment because I want to free the Conference, if it may be so, from any 
embarrassment whatever in the work that it has in hand. 
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BISHOP CASTLE’S REQUEST FOR RETIREMENT FROM THE DUTIES OF BISHOP. 


To the General Conference. 


Dear AND Honorep Bretruren: It is with profound gratitude to 
God that I accept the privilege of addressing another personal word to 
you as a Conference ere you cast the ballot for the representatives 
and leaders in the general work of the Church for another quadren- 
nium. Four years ago you allowed me a personal word, which favor 
I greatly appreciated. I thought then I would not be in another 
General Conference. The shadowy form that walked near me four 
years ago has not changed, only to walk still nearer. 

Looking up the records recently of some important events, to me, in 
my life, I find that it will soon be fifty years since I was converted 
and joined the United Brethren Church. It is now nearly forty-nine 
years since I was granted my first license by the quarterly conference. 
The coming September it will be forty-seven years since I united with 
St. Joseph Annual Conference, which relationship I am still per- 
mitted to retain. Aside from the things named, my life has never 
been what may be called eventful. My first annual conference license 
was signed by Bishop Lewis Davis, and my ordination was by Bishop 
Markwood. My first cireuit was in Northern Indiana, consisting of 
twenty-four appointments, which I filled every four weeks, receiving 
a salary of $62. The year I set up housekeeping I received $160. You 
see I began under the old régime, when circuits were circuits, and 
salary was quarterage. Scearcely any preacher shunned circuit work 
in those days. Indeed: we were glad to get any kind of a work, how- 
ever poor. We did not have much to give, and we did not expect much 
in return. The times were not exacting. 

The people were plain, living very simple lives. They were gener- 
ally satisfied with the preacher sent to them. Preaching then with us 
was very largely in schoolhouses and private dwellings. Great meet- 
ings were often held in barns. 

But things have changed; in charity. and candor, it must be said, 
changed for the better. To-day we have the church-house, the manse, 
the college, and the seminary. These mean much to the ministry and , 
the church. The average minister of thirty and forty years ago 
would not do for this day. Men are “running to and fro, and knowl- 
edge is increasing.” New ways and new thoughts characterize the 
times. New work and new methods obtain, and there must be new 
brains and new hands to think these thoughts and do this work. The 
older must give place to the newer and the younger. The one can be 
warmly and happily pushed a little aside by the behest of the years 
to make way for the other with younger and quicker hands. All that 
is good of the old must be clung to, but most generous welcome must 
be given-to the new. Everything is growing newer and brighter. As 
individuals and as a Church we must face and head that way. We 
cannot fight the inevitable. We must accept the verdict of the years. 
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To be true to my convictions and sense of propriety I must again re- 
new my request of four years ago, that I be left without official re- 
sponsibility, and that some younger, more vigorous, and efficient man 
be elected in my stead. 

I-am facing what comes to all persons in official position sooner or 
later, that of retiring from active life. I think I ought not, for the 
Church’s good, to longer bear the responsibilities of an effective bishop. 
I grant the seriousness of the decision, but I admit its righteousness. 

T think one of the most painful things I have ever had to do as a 
bishop was to be a party to relegate old men to retirement, especially 
when without means of support; one hour having something of a 
warm and happy position, the next hour turned upon roads and ways 
of uncertainty and destitution. There are men in this General Con- 
ference that have a growing feeling of what I mean. I think the 
saddest face I ever looked into was a friend of mine that had come to 
this place. The remark made at the time was one I shall never forget, 
“Brethren, you turn me out without money enough in my pocket to 
buy my supper.” You know the supper is the last meal. It seemed 
almost literally true in this case. He soon passed into the beyond. He 
“was a number of times in the General Conference. 

Tn the last four years I have faced a condition of want, sacrifice, 
and heroism upon the part of others that has made me thoughtful, 
thankful, and solicitous; thoughtful as to how the Church can pro- 
vide a better support, thankful for men of such loyalty to their call- 
ing, solicitous as to the evening time of these servants. Many an old 
man stands in the growing and deepening shadows of this on-coming 
night with deep emotion. He cannot help the bitterness of the hour. 
The hour is dark and the winds are wild. This remark is not to be 
construed as at all personal, but I do ask that the Church more and 
more provide for the maintenance and comfort of its superannuated 
ministers and their families. Ministers are the most generous class 
of men the church has. Out of and in proportion to what they have 
they give largely. To avoid the temptation to regret this when days 
of dependence come, let the Church provide, in all cases of worthy 
dependence, a generous living for this evening hour. 

Being quite well on towards the seventy-year line, I think I am _pre- 
pared for Professor Osler’s treatment of old men—official chloro- 
forming. 

On taking leave of this high office, I want to express my high ap- 
preciation of my associates in office, and my gratitude to the Church 
for its forbearance, kindness, and support through all these years of 
my official career. : 

T can say in this review that I have loved my brethren and my work 
very fervently. The office of a bishop puts one into a very tender and 
delicate relationship with his fellow-men. I have tried to be free from 
bias, partisan friendship, jealousy, and antipathy in my official work. 
I have tried to be a brother, and to appreciate the meritorious in every 
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one that I have had association with. I have tried not to be a partisan 
in my administration. I believe I can retire with the personal con- 
sciousness of having no bitterness toward any, and no rival in any 
minister in the Church. That I have not been perfect, and that many 
mistakes darken the past, I am painfully conscious of. But whatever 
it is, the record is made. I leave it with Him whose mercy and bless- 
ing I have shared so largely through all my life. I am sure you will 
not blame me for the manifest seriousness of this moment. I leave the 
field of effort and activity feeling glad and thankful for what it has 
been to me. Keep me in your prayers when you pray. I go to my 
home. Your brother, N. Castie. 


Topeka, Kansas, May 18, 1905. 


BISHOP MATHEWS’ RESPONSIVE WORDS UPON THE RETIREMENT 
OF BISHOP CASTLE. 


BisHop Matuews. This is an important moment, not only in the 
denominational life of our Church, but in the proceedings of this 
magnificent General Conference. 

This paper, of course, bears the characteristics of our beloved 
bishop, and has the fragrance of a message from him. It requires a 
great mind to speak great words, a beautiful mind to speak beautiful 
words, a pure mind to utter such purity of sentiment, a generous mind 
to speak generous words. We have before us an illustration of a great 
man, a beautiful man, a pure man, a magnanimous man, one who 
stands distinctively and peculiarly for spiritual Christianity, scrip- 
tural uprightness, personal purity, as well as civic righteousness, a 
man who is enshrined in the hearts of the men and women and. chil- 
dren of our whole denomination. 

Twenty-five years ago it was my delightful privilege to come into 
personal contact with this noble man of God. My heart was uplifted 
my life was surcharged with the love of Jesus Christ in his own life, 
and in his own ministry, and I find myself presiding here for the first 
time this morning, and now this time has been chosen for the speak- 
ing of these dear words by our dear brother, the senior bishop. I 
said to myself the other day, when he favored this Conference with 
such a magnificent address, looking forward to the future, marking 
out the path for us for greater things, and then also when he gave us 
such a beautiful illustration of a presiding officer in the evening sery- 
ices, showing wit and eloquence and tact and good sense and courtesy, 
I said to myself, as also I said to the one that is dearest to me on 
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earth, “I would be one of a thousand in the Church to step aside and 
do nothing, rather than to retire such a man as he; with the crown of 
youth upon his brow, with the charm of God’s conscious presence in 
his own heart, with the seal of approval upon him, not only for 
twenty-five, thirty, or fifty years, but at this very moment; and so it 
is not surprising that I am touched to the very depth of my soul. I 
think I can read it in your own countenances, every one, not only the 
delegates, but the visitors here. Certainly this supreme moment is a 
moment that calls for the benediction and descent of the Holy Spirit, 
the cementing of our hearts together as never before. I feel, under 
the intense inspiration of the Holy Spirit, like placing the crown of 
approbation, the crown of affection, and thé crown of confidence upon 
this spiritual leader and man of God. Words only dissipate what I 
am craving for at this time. 

Shall we not linger at this moment and have a few prayers? I 
shall ask Brother Neff, of the Oregon Conference, Brother Hough, of 
Allegheny Conference, Brother Chambers, of Neosho Conference, and 
- Brother Fries, of Sandusky Conference, to lead us in prayer, in the 
order I have named. Now let us pause before the throne of God. It 
will help us in our business if the pentecostal Spirit shall come down 
upon our hearts. Shall we pray at this moment? 

The prayers were delivered by the brethren in the order named. 

BisHop Oasrue. ~- Will you suffer this word this moment? There is 
not a tinge of personal gloom in this matter, and what I ask is that 
you do not have any demonstration. Let nothing be unusual—just 
treat in the quiet way you have. Let your tears be dried. Spend 
your time in doing the work, not upon me. I feel that I am in a 
sense far below that, in a sense like Paul, when he said, “What mean 
ye to weep and break my heart?’ Let us be cheerful. [Great ap- 
plause. | 

Tue Presipinc BisHor. I wish we could do what he suggests, but 
we cannot. af 

Rev. J. W. Willis, of Southeast Ohio Conference, began to sing 
“Blest be the tie that binds,” and Conference very tenderly joined. 

Tue Presipinc Bisuop. There are four ministers of the St. Joseph 
Conference here, Rev. C. S. Parker, Rev. A. M. Cummins, Rev. Ray 
Upson, and Rev. E. H. Pontius, who have formed what is called the 
Arion Quartet, and I am sure you will be glad to have them sing at 
this moment whatever they may want to sing. 
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The Arion Quartet then sang “Upon life’s boundless ocean, where 
mighty billows roll.” . 

BisHor Cast_e (at close of song). J want to say, Hallelujah! 

The Arion Quartet followed with another song, “Oh, listen to our 
wondrous story.” [Great applause. ] ; 

Tue PresipiInc BisHop. What is the pleasure of the General Con- 
ference with reference to the reports of the standing committees ? 

Colonel Robert Cowden, General Secretary of the Sunday-School 
Board, then read his report. 


REPORT OF THE GENERAL SABBATH-SCHOOL BOARD. 
The Board presents for consideration of the General Con- 
ference the following report: 
TIME INCLUDED. 
The history recorded in this report covers three years and 
eleven months, from May 1, 1901, to March 31, 1905. 


MEMBERSHIP OF BOARD. 

Rev. W. Z. Roberts, C. J. Kephart, D. D., Rev. W. A. Dick- 
son, Rev. William W. Williamson, Rev. B. W. Bowman, H. H. 
Fout, D. D., and the General Secretary, Colonel Robert Cow- 
den, constituted the Board at. the opening of the quadrennium. 
Those of the number there present met on the 21st of May, 
1901, in Frederick, Maryland, and organized by electing W. Z. 
Roberts president and H. H. Fout recording secretary. 


MEETINGS. 

The first meeting of the full Board, for the purpose of out- 
lining a policy was held in Dayton, Ohio, June 27,1901. At ~ 
this meeting all the members were present. Within the first 
year Rev. B. W. Bowman resigned, and Hon. J. C. Myers was 
chosen by the Board to fill the vacancy. As thus constituted 
the Board has continued since, holding annual meetings for 
business, all of them in Dayton, Ohio, and always at the time 
of the annual meetings of the other boards of the Church and 
the annual commencement of the Seminary. To this order 
there was one exception. In the spring of 1904 the General 
Secretary was absent from the country, and the annual meet- 
ing was postponed until his return, and was then held in J une, 
at Lake Winona, Indiana, at the time of the summer Bible 
school held annually at that place. The business of the Board * 
in the intervals between annual sessions was transacted 
through correspondence between members and the General Sec- 
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retary, and by the executive committee, which was composed 
ot Robert Cowden, chairman; H. H. Fout, and Mr. L. M. Mit- 
tendorf, secretary. Mr. Mittendorf, a layman, and superin- 
tendent of one of the largest schools of Dayton, was elected by 
the Board to fill this place for the entire four years, a de- 
parture from the policy of the preceding Board. This execu- 
tive committee held meetings with monthly regularity as far 
as possible, varying sometimes on account of the absence of its 
chairman in the field. It was charged at times with extraor- 
dinary duties, such as the employment of additional field force 
in certain districts, and for such occasions was strengthened 
by the addition of Messrs. Roberts and Myers, both residing in 
Ohio, and hence within convenient distance. 


MISSION WORK. 


It has been the policy of this Board and of its immediate 
predecessor to assist as much as possible in the mission work 
of the Church, so,-when the present Board assumed control, it 
found Rev. E. L. Ort and family engaged in Ponce, Porto 
Rico, working in conjunction with the missionaries sent there 
by the Parent Board, having been employed and fully sup- 
ported by our predecessors. While this Board was preparing 
to negotiate for their continuance in that field, they resigned 
and came home, and the place was not resupplied. 

Early in the summer of 1903 we employed Rev. Tekoa S. 
Winey, whose success at Everett, Washington, the previous 
months was taken as a guaranty of continued usefulness. He 
remained in our employ nine months, when, for lack of suffi- 
cient means to support him, it was considered prudent to dis- 
continue the arrangement. Other fields were considered, but 
for the same reason not entered. This was a disappointment 
to us. 

DONATIONS OF LITERATURE. 

Dr. Fout and the General Secretary were constituted a com- 
mittee to represent the Board in determining what donations 
of lesson helps to grant, with instructions not to exceed an ag- 
gregate of $1,500 in any one year. This was kept in mind, 
and in granting all reasonable requests for help of this kind, 
it was found that in no one year did we pass this limit. In 
the aggregate, in the four years we bought from the Publish- 
ing House and donated $5,642.77 worth of material. Nearly 
all of this was papers and lesson helps; but, in a few instances, 
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a small secretary’s record being requested, one was included in 
the gift. In still fewer instances were low-priced singing- 
books given where the schools seemed utterly unable to pro- 
vide them for themselves. Also, the Board donated Church 
Disciplines at different times, at the request of Dr. T. C. Car- 
ter, for the Southern field, where the people sought informa- 
tion touching our denominational polity. These were dis- 
tributed by him personally or under his direction. All the 
conferences in the Church shared in these benefactions, and 
$367.75 worth of literature was sent to our various foreign mis- 
sions, including the works represented by Mr. Jenanyen in 
Tarsus and Iconium, Asia Minor. 


SECRETARY'S TIME. 


The Board saw fit at the beginning of the term to direct 
that two-thirds of the Secretary’s time should be devoted to 
work in the field outside his office and one-third in the office, 
or in about that proportion. This order has been observed. 
Miss-Mary E. McGinnis was employed as office assistant, and 
she has been paid $1,060.75 for services during this term. 


SECRETARY'S WORK. 


1. In the Field. This is represented by 90,475 miles of 
travel, at an expense of $1,396.46 for transportation and 
$389.79 for hotel accommodations. Total, $1,786.25. This 
small expense for so much travel is due to the fact that rail- 
road companies in the Central, Southeastern, and Western 
‘Passenger Associations furnish him transportation at clergy 
rates. All sections of the Church in America have been vis- 
ited. Sixty-one institutes were held, usually covering two days 
and three evenings each; sixty-one Sunday-school conventions 
were attended and assisted; seventy-one annual conference ses- 
sions were attended by the Secretary alone, and probably as 
many more by the other members of the Board. Seven summer 
assemblies were also attended by the secretary, in most of 
which he was instructor in the teacher-training department. 
Eighteen Board and executive committee meetings were at- 
tended officially, and one hundred and fifty-five single ad- 
dresses were delivered, chiefly on subjects closely related to the — 
idea of teacher-training. 

2. In the Office. The incidental expenses of the work in 
the office were: For postage, $963.01; for stationery, $108.57 ; 
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for express charges, $40.95; for telegraphing, $8.97; total, 
$1,121.50. Expenses for all. purposes were: For travel, 
$1,786.25; for office help, $1,060.75; for incidentals in office, 
$1,121.50. Grand total, $3,968.50. : 


RECEIPTS. 


The receipts to the treasury through the Secretary’s office, 
outside of chart collections passing through his hands, were: 
From offerings received in institutes held, $675.67; from fees 
in teacher-training work, $168.01; from fees for examinations ~ 
on international lessons, $9.10; and from the sale of supplies 
for Home Departments and Cradle Rolls, $25.08. Total, 
$877.86. From Children’s Day Offerings, the amount in 1901 
was $604.23; in 1902, $820.61; in 1903, $1,040.01; and in 1904, 
$1,880.64. Total, $4,345.49. From chart collections through 
annual conferences: In 1901, $2,335.81; in 1902, $2,986.04; in 
1903, $4,093.09; and in 1904, $3,898.90. Total, $13,313.84. Had 
the disciplinary requirement in this regard been fully met by 
all the Church the amount from this source alone would have 
been about $30,000. The encouraging feature in this statement 
of receipts is that in both Children’s Day offerings and chart 
collections steady and rapid advance is noted. This was doubt- 
less due to the fact that the General Secretary and the mem- 
bers of the Board attended annual conference sessions quite 
generally each year and represented the work of the Board, 
kindly urging the apportionment of the full three cents per 
member to the various charges for the general Sunday-school 
fund. In many cases this was done. In some it was not. The 
result was a handsome increase over the receipts from this 
source the preceding quadrennium. It is a work of education 
among our people, causing them to see the Sunday-school work 
in its true relation to the other work of the Church. 


WHAT THIS BOARD STANDS FOR. 


The work of this Board is quite unique among departments 
of church work. For two things is it directly and entirely re- 
sponsible: 

1. Helping where help is needed in the organization of new 
schools on the frontiers of our country, thus doing for our de- 
nominational schools what the American Sunday-School Union 
did for all, at the beginning, except that our donations are out- 
right. Also, it is now becoming increasingly useful in aiding 
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new missions in important cities. It also helps, as it always 
has, from year to year, all-our foreign mission schools. We 
have in the last forty-seven months granted 1,241 donations to 
probably 900 different schools, aggregating $5,642.77. All that 
this has meant to those schools and to the Church no one can 
even imagine. It has been remarked by some new members of 
this Board that they never had any conception of the helpful- 
ness of this Board in this particular. This is true of thousands 
of others. Our people do not know the great good their money, 
given to this Board, does. If they did, it would be given with 
more lavish hand. Some splendid visible results of these gifts 
are seen in certain cities where fine churches now stand where 
none stood before. Cleveland, Dayton, Toledo, and Cincinnati, 
Ohio; Philadelphia, Pa.; Washington, D. C.; Newport, Ky.; 
Chicago, Ill.; Oakland, Sacramento, and Los Angeles, Cal.; 
Denver and Pueblo, Colo.; Nashville, Tenn.; Atlanta, Ga., and 
many others. If any conference is neglecting any city in its 
borders it is missing a great opportunity. Just now a new 
church is being opened up in Cincinnati, Ohio, giving great 
promise. : 

2. Teacher-training. Tt is not true except in a restricted 
sense that “teachers are born, not made.” The fact is that, 
having been born, they “must be born again” and then made. 
Consecration and preparation are the two words, and in the 
order stated, that express the qualifications necessary in a 
Sunday-school teacher, and neither, alone, is sufficient. This 
Board emphasizes this work through its Secretary by holding 
Sunday-school institutes and enrolling persons in classes and 
instructing them by correspondence, and, keeping at it, it has 
succeeded in enrolling 6,174 members and in graduating in the 
full Chautauqua course 1,198. This alone is no small achieve- 
ment. Incidentally the “internal improvement” of our schools 
is emphasized from the office, and plans devised and printed 
matter prepared, published, and circulated looking to Home 
Department and Cradle Roll and other modern methods of 
Sunday-school work. 

Assuming that this General Conference will provide for con- 
tinuing all the departments of work that this and former Sun- 
day-school boards have successfully undertaken, legislation jis 
still needed in order to further enlarge and extend our work. 
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The Board presents for a consideration of the General Con- 
ference the following recommendations: 


Chapter XV. 


Change to read as follows: 

The general interests of the Sunday-school work shall be 
committed to a Sunday-School Board, which shall be governed 
by the following constitution. 


Section I. of the Constitution of the General Sunday- - 
School Board. — 


Article 1. Name. This organization shall be known as the 
General Sunday-School Board of the Church of the United 
Brethren in Christ. 

Article 2. Object. The object of this Board shall be to pro- 
mote the multiplication, growth, and efficiency of the Sunday 
schools in connection with our Church and elsewhere, for the 
glory of God and the saving and blessing of mankind. 

Article 3. Membership and Officers. This Board shall be 
composed of five members who shall be elected by the General 
Conference for a term of four years, with the bishops of the 
Church, editors of Sunday-school : literature, the Sunday- 
School General Secretary, the Secretary or Secretaries of the 
Missionary Society, the Agent of the Publishing House, and 
the General Church Treasurer as members ex officio. The 
bishop of the Ohio District shall be president of the Board 
and the other bishops vice-presidents in order of official sen- 
lority. 

Article 4. Meetings. 1. The Board shall be convened by 
the call of the president within thirty days after their election, 
and shall elect from their own number a recording secretary, 
who shall be a resident of Dayton, Ohio, or vicinity. The Gen- 
eral Church Treasurer shall act as treasurer of the Board. 

9. The Board shall meet annually in the month of April or 
May, on such day or days as it may determine. Other meet- 
ings may be held on the call of the president and secretary. 
The members present at any meeting shall constitute a quorum. 
The fiscal year of the Board shall close March 31 of each year. 

Article 5. Duties and Powers. 1. This Board shall have 
charge of the general Sunday-school interests of the Church, 
and in carrying forward its work it may adopt such rules and 
take such action as, in its judgment, the interest committed to 


199 + 


TWENTY-FOURTH GENERAL CONFERENCE 


it may demand; provided, that nothing shall be done out of 
harmony with the Discipline of the Church. 

2. The Board shalt each year, at its annual meeting, place 
an assessment of at least three cents per member upon the sev- 
eral annual conferences. 

3. It shall make provision for the general observance of 
Children’s Day on the first Sunday in J une, and shall receive 
the free-will offerings made on that day. 

‘4, It shall have full authority to fill vacancies in its mem- 
bership between the sittings of the General Conference and 
shall publish an annual report of its work. 

. 5. A committee shall be appointed annually which shall 
audit the General Secretary’s and Treasurer’s accounts. 

6. The president, secretaries, and editors of Sunday-school 
literature shall compose a local committee to act in the inter- 
vals between the meetings of the Board. This committee shall 
meet monthly, but shall not transact new business. 

7. The Board shall define fully the work and duties of the 
General Secretary and other employees and provide for their 
salaries. 

8. The Board shall present a quadrennial report with sug- 
gestions and recommendations to the General Conference. 

Article 6. Use ‘of Funds. 1.° The funds of this Board shall 
be used to assist in establishing and maintaining Sunday 
schools in home and foreign fields, and for defraying the ex- 
penses of the Board in forwarding the work for which it was 
organized; provided, that the principal of whatever permanent 
funds are created shall be carefully invested and only the in- 
come therefrom be expended. 

2. All applications for assistance shall be made through the 
General Secretary, and shall be considered by a local commit- 
tee or sub-committee thereof. Appropriations shall be made 
only to Sunday schools that are conducted in harmony with 
the disciplinary provisions of the United Brethren Church, or 
to schools giving satisfactory evidence that they will soon be- 
come such. 

3. The president and recording secretary shall sign all 
orders issued on the treasurer for funds. 


Section ITI. 
Paragraph 1. Change to read as follows: 
Annual Conference Relations and Duties. 1. Each annual 
conference shall elect annually a conference Sunday-school 
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secretary, whose duty it shall be to collect statistics of the 
Sunday schools of the conference upon blanks furnished him 
by the General Secretary of the Sunday-School Board and 
transmit an abstract of same to the General Secretary; to rep- 
resent the interests of the Sunday-School Board before the 
annual conference; to hold at a convenient time during the 
conference session a Sunday-school anniversary for the mem- 
bers of the Sunday-school conference, and conduct the corre- 
spondence of the conference with the General Secretary. His 
bill for correspondence and fare shall be paid by the General 
Sunday-School Board. 

Paragraph 2. After the word “enrolled,” in the eleventh 
line, add the words “including members of the Home Depart- 
ment and Cradle Roll.” 

Section 5. Page 93 of Discipline, omit Article V. 


ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS. 


We wish to express our gratitude to the Agent and Trustees 
of our Publishing House for furnishing us commodious and 
beautiful rooms for our office in the new United Brethren 
Building, and to the Agent and editors of the Religious Tele- 
scope for the privilege of the use of space in that paper for our 
department of work. Truly “we have a goodly heritage.” 

Respectfully submitted, 
W. Z. Rozerts, President. 
Rosert Cowven, General Secretary. 
H. H. Four, Recording Secretary. 
CO. J. Kepuarr. 
W. A. Dickson. 
J. O. Myers. 
W. W. WILLIAMSON. 


This was referred to the appropriate committee. 


T. G. Spangler, of Eastern Pennsylvania Conference, secretary of 
the Committee on Credentials, read the report of the committee as 
follows: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS. 


We, your Committee on Credentials, beg leave to report as follows: 
That Mrs. Zella B. King, of West Africa, be recognized as lay dele- 


gate instead of S. B. Caulker. 


That S. H. Hunt, from White River 


Conference, be recognized as lay delegate instead of G. A. Lambert. 
That W. R. Berry be recognized as ministerial delegate from Vir- 
ginia Conference, instead of Rev. J. W. Donovan, deceased. That 


201 


TWENTY-FOURTH GENERAL CONFERENCE 


A. H. Reese, of West Virginia Conference, be recognized as minis- 
terial delegate instead of Rev. William Slaughter. That H. B. Baish, 
from Allegheny Conference, be recognized as lay delegate instead of 
John Thomas. That Frank Dennis, of Lower Wabash Conference, be 
recognized as lay delegate instead of George Fredenberger. That 
Charles Johnson, of Columbia River Conference, be recognized as lay 
delegate instead of W. C. Whiting. 
W. O. Frizs. 


W. H. Tasker. 

I. W. Bearss. 
Georce M. Spancurr. 
G. O. Porter. 

A. R. Ayrgs. 

J. H. WALLS. 

Atonzo Myrr. 

H. F. Brusaker. 


On motion of Rev. S. W. Keister, of Allegheny Conference, and 
seconded by Dr. Funk, the report was adopted. 

Proressor Mark Keppen. I move that we do now adjourn until 
two o’clock. 

Seconded. 

Tur Presipinc BisHop. Are there any announcements to be made 
betore adjournment ? 

Several chairmen of committees announced meetings of their re- 
spective committees. 

Conference then adjourned, with benediction by Dr. D. R. Miller, 
of Sandusky Conference. 


THIRD DAY—AFTERNOON SESSION. 


Sarurpay, May 13, 1905, 2:00 p. wu. 
Bishop N. Castle presiding. 


THE Presiping Bisuor. The Conference will now come to order. ~ 
Let us all be quiet. We will have singing, after which Brother Eli 
Good, of Michigan Conference, will read the scripture and have 
prayer. . 

The singing was conducted by Professor Lorenz, song No. 224, “I 
am thine, O Lord.” 
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_ Rey. Eli Good then read the Forty-seventh Psalm, following which 
Rey. S. W. Keister, of Allegheny Conference, led in prayer. 

The devotional services closed with No. 201, “Thou thinkest, Lord, 
of me.” é 

Tue Prestpinc BisHop. The Conference will now be in order for 
business. I have this word, simply a note by way of advice. This is 
Saturday afternoon, and if there is any afternoon of the week when 
we want a little longer time it is Saturday, to get brushed up and 
straightened up for the Sabbath. I do not know that the committees 
have ready their work. If not, it certainly would be a very good idea 
to adjourn a little earlier, so the committees will be sure to have their 
work ready when called for on Monday. 

Rey. S. W. Keister, of Allegheny Conference. I move that we ad- 
journ at three o’clock to give the committees time to do their work. 

Seconded. 

Tur Presipinc BisHop. It has been moved and seconded that the 
time for adjournment this day be three o’clock. Are you ready to 
vote? All favoring show their hands. All opposed, a like sign. It 
prevails. Is there any miscellaneous business you wish to present? 

Rey. J. I. L. Ressier, of Allegheny Conference. I move that the 
report of the Secretary of the Woman’s Missionary Society be made 
the order of the day for Monday at three o’clock. 


Seconded. 
Tue Presipinc Bisnop. It is moved and seconded as you have 
heard. Are you ready to vote? e 


Pror. Mark Keppet, of California Conference. As I understand 
the rules that we have adopted, we have a Committee on Program to 
prepare the program from day to day, and it seems that this properly 
ought to go to that committee. 

Tur Presiping Bisnop. It seems that that is so, unless you care to 
take it out of their hands. 

Rev. J. I. L. Ressuer. We would like to have that hour especially. 

Tur Presipinc BisHor. Let us hold a moment right here. I am 
sure that it will be the pleasure of that committee to grant the wish 
of the friends concerned for that hour, the ladies especially, and will 
you intrust this to that committee? 

Voices. Yes, yes. 

Ture Presipinc Brsuor. Are you all agreed by common consent? 

Voices. Agreed. 
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Rev. J. I. L. Resster. We would like it to be known, so that the 
committee can make it known. 

Tue Presiping BisHor. Could the committee retire and have it set- 
tled before we adjourn to-day ? 

Rev. H. Derat, of Minnesota Conference. The Committee on 
Memoirs have prepared their report, and are recommending three 
o’clock on Monday for the memorial services. The reason I speak is 
that there be no conflict. : 

THE Presipinc Bishop. We have a committee, you know, on the 
order of business, and it would be well if all this should come before 
that committee, so they can harmonize them. 

Dr. L. S. Corneti, of Colorado Conference. I desire to call at- 
tention to the fact that our chairman of the Committee on Business 
is not present, Brother Funkhouser. 

THe Presipinc Bisnop. I believe the secretary is here, Brother 
Kumler. Will you decide that motion? Make it a special order for 
Monday at three o’clock? I believe it would be a very good thing to 
leave these things in the hands of that committee, unless you so agree 
by common consent. Brother Ressler, how is it with you? 

Rev.’ J. I. L. Ressuer. It is desired that it be done that way. Per- 
haps the memorial services could be held on Tuesday. 

Tue Presipine BisHop. Oh, yes, it can be so adjusted. 

Rev. J. I. L. Resster. It is the desire of the ladies that Monday 
be the day. Would it not be well to have the motion that the Com- 
mittee on the Order of Business be so requested? I am willing to 
put it that way, that the Committee on Order of Business be re- 
quested to set apart Monday at 3:.00 P. M. 

Tue Presipine Bisuor. Are you all agreed? 

Voices. Agreed, agreed. 

Tue Presipine Bisnor. Let that be the form, then—the order. Is 
the Committee on Formulas ready ? 

Voice. Yes. 

THE Presipine BisHop. Will you hear that report ? 

Voices. Hear, hear. 

Rey. J. R. Cuampers, of Neosho Conference. I tried to get the 
committee together, but could not do it, not even ‘the secretary, and 
so I did it myself while I was waiting for the time. 

Rev. J. R. Chambers read the report of the Committee on Formulas. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON FORMULAS. 


We, your Committee on Formulas, beg leave to report as follows: 
1. We recommend that the Board of Bishops prepare a blank for 
pastor’s annual report, and that the Publishing Agent print the same, 
and also the statistical chart to agree with it in Discipline. 

9. Eliminate Section 1, chapter 27, page 152, for the reason that it 
is a repetition of Section 1, page 19. : 

3. Eliminate from the pastor’s quarterly report all those items re- 
ported by other members of the quarterly conference; namely, class 
leaders, class stewards, elder stewards, Y. P. CO. U. presidents, and 
Sunday-school superintendents. 

4. We recommend that Bishop J. S. Mills prepare a form of 
charge to trustees, to be added to the formula for the dedication of 
church-houses. 

No other changes to be made. 

J. R. Cuampers, Chairman. 
A. H. Laucusaum, Secretary. 
Epwarp VAN CLEVE. 

W. A. Dean. 

A. M. Cummins. 

C. W. Recarp. 


Rev. 8. S. Houcu, of Allegheny Conference. I move that the re- 
port be ordered printed. 

Seconded. 

Tur Presipinc Bisnor. All favoring this will give their consent 
by uplifted hands. Any opposing, like sign. The report is ordered 
printed. 

Tur Presipinc Bisuop. Is the Committee on Christian Steward- 
ship ready to report ? 

Rev. J. L. Parks, of California Conference. Ready. - 

Tue Presipinc Bisnop. Will you hear that report? 

Voices. Hear, hear. ; 

Rev. J. L. Parks read report of Committee on Christian Steward- 
ship as follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP. 


We, your Committee on Christian Stewardship, beg leave to report 
as follows: : ; 

Owing to the fact that the Christian Stewardship Commission has 
been seriously handicapped during the past quadrennium, we recom- 
mend that the Commission be continued as per chapter 17, sections 
1 and 2 of the Discipline, and that the following be added as Sec- 
tion 3: 
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Section 3. It shall be the duty of all our pastors to present faith- 
fully the obligations and privileges of Christian Stewardship as 
taught in God’s holy Word. 

M. F. Dawson, 
G. W. DILLensacu, 
A. G. Cownen, 
J. M. Barr, 
Mrs. Evita J. Kirkpatrick, Secretary, 
J. L. Parks, Chairman, 
Committee. 


THe Presipine Bisoop. You have heard this report. What will 
you do with it? Will you order it printed 2 

Rev. W. O. Sirrert, of East Ohio. It is hardly necessary to have 
that printed. I move its adoption. 

Tue Presipinc Bisuop. I believe there is an order, if it is a re- 
vision of the Discipline, that it be printed. 

Dr. D. R. Mitisr, of Sandusky Conference. I move you that in 
this case the rules be suspended and the report be adopted. 

Seconded. 

Tue Presipine BisHor. All favoring this motion show their hands. 
Any opposed to it, like sign. It is carried. 

Tue Presipine BisHop. The motion is that it be adopted. 

Seconded. 

Tue Presipine Bisnop. It is now before you. 

Rev. S. 8S. Hoven, of Allegheny Conference. Could we have that 
additional clause read again? 

Assistant Secretary Schaeffer read the additional clause. 

THE Presipine BisHor. Are you ready to vote? 

Dr. E. B. Bierman, of Pennsylvania Conference. Is that in addi- 
tion to what we have in the Discipline? ; 

THe Presipinc Bisnor. I do not know. 

Rev. S. S. Hoven. It is. 

THE Presiping BisHop. Are you now ready to vote? As many as 
are in favor of its adoption will give their censent by uplifted hands. 
As many as are opposed, a like sign. It prevails. 

THE Presipine BisHop. I think we have no further order of busi- 
ness here recorded. Has the Committee on Order of Business any- 
thing further to report ? . 

Rey. A. P. Funxuouser, of Virginia Conference. We will be ready 
for a report for Monday in a few minutes. 
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Tur Presipinc Bisuop. Is there any report ready for the Confer- 
ence 4 : 

Hon. Marr Epmonps, of Northeast Kansas Conference. I rise to a 
question of privilege to present a little matter to this Conference. It 
comes from the pastor at Leavenworth, Kansas, and he, not being a 
member of the Conference, requests me to present it. Shall I read? 

Tur Presipinc Bishop. You may read. 

Hon. Matt Edmonds read a paper relating to a deaconess home at 
Leavenworth, Kansas, which was referred to Committee No. 17, on 
government of the Church. 

Rev. W. F. Grover, of Virginia Conference. I rise to a question 
of information. 

Tur Presipine BisHop. All right. 

Rev. W. F. Gruver. The Committee on Nominations would like 
to have some instructions regarding the placing of names of those 
nominated. Is it necessary to give the bishop’s district in which they 
reside ? : 

Rey. W. O. SirFert, of East Ohio Conference. I think the Disci- 
pline provides that in some cases certain boards are distributed among 
the different districts of the bishops. On certain other boards there 
are a certain number of members to reside within a certain distance of 
the city of Dayton. They will have to refer to the Discipline. _ 

Tur Presipinc BisHor. I suppose it will be safe to follow the dis- 
ciplinary instructions in cases where it is given. 

Rev. W. F. Gruver. In the majority of cases the Discipline gives 
no instructions, except in cases to which the brother refers, where a 
certain number must be residents of a certain district. . Further than 
that there are no instructions. 

Rev. L. W. Srauu, of Allegheny Conference. I believe that several 
boards are incorporated under the laws of the State of Ohio, and re- 
quire that a majority of the board shall be residents of that State. 
That will have to be taken into consideration in forming these 
boards. Then these boards should be so constituted as to get them 
together without incurring large expense. That ought to be also 
taken into consideration in constituting the various boards. 

Secretary SNYDER. I was going to suggest that it might be an aid 
to the committee to call upon some representative of these several 
boards, and find what are the requirements in these particular cases. 
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Dr. R. J. Wuirn, of Erie Conference. JI move that it be the sense 
of the General Conference that, unless the Discipline requires other- 
wise, the candidates be equally distributed among the districts for 
these boards. 

Seconded. 

Tue Presipinc Bisnor. It is moved and seconded, as you have 
heard, that, unless the Discipline gives instructions otherwise, that 
those persons nominated be equally distributed among the bishops’ 
districts. , 

Dr. D. R. Mitirr, of Sandusky Conference. It must be remem- 

‘bered that a strict order of that kind would be contrary to the laws 
of some of the States in which we are incorporated as boards. We 
have incorporations in some States, and especially in Ohio, where 
it orders things different from that. We are so chartered, and there 
must be that exception made. 

Dr. R. J. Waits, of Erie Conference. I do not see that the objec- 
tion made by the brother is in conflict or out of harmony with the 
resolution. The resolution simply provides that, unless the Discipline 
or laws of the State require otherwise, they shall then be distributed. 

Pror. Marx Kepprn, of California Conference. It seems to me 
that the proposition that we have now would be a little bit too heavy 
on the committee. Under the rules, the committee must submit three 
names for every office, and it will require 168 nominations. If you 
require that each district shall have an equal number, it would require 
that the least populous district of the Church should have practically 
one-fourth of these nominations. It seems to me that sufficient 
would be accomplished if we required that at least one nominee should 
come from each district, so that no district would be left out in the 
nomination, but we should not require that the same number should 
come from each district. 

THE Presipina BisHor. Well, you have heard these remarks. What 
is your pleasure?’ The motion is before you. 

Rev. W. F. Gruver, of Virginia Conference. We know that these 
brethren have taken into account the enormous expense that might 
entail to divide it equally between these several districts, bringing 
men from the extreme East, or South, or West. The committee so 
far has aimed to distribute the nominees among the different dis- 
tricts, but not in equal numbers. The question in the minds of the 
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committee so far has been as to whether or not they are to be named 
as residents within a certain district. That is the question raised. 
The other question means that the Pacific Coast, the extreme southern 
and eastern portions of the Church, would be represented equally on 
these boards. You would have the enormous cost of bringing these 
men to the board meetings from the four quarters of the earth. 

Rey. J. S. Kenpauu, of East Ohio Conference. I move as a sub- 
stitute to this motion that it be left to the good judgment of the com- 
mittee. 

Tue Presipinc BisHop. Are you ready for this substitute? 

Voices. Ready, ready. 

Tue Presiping BisHop. As many as favor it indicate it by up- 
lifted hands. Opposed, the same sign. It prevails. 

Pror. E. S. Lorenz. I have a resolution here that expresses a feel- 
ing that I think ought to be expressed. I have been in so many United 
Brethren churches where some were kneeling, some were sitting, and 
some were standing during prayer. I feel that there is no uniform- 
ity. I think that,there ought to be some expression on that subject. 
I therefore recommend this resolution: 


Resolved, That we recommend to our churches everywhere that 
they observe the time-honored United Brethren custom of kneeling 
in public prayer, and that pews be so placed as to make this posture 


practicable. 
EK. S. Lorenz. 
J. G. Huser. 


Rey. G. H. Hiyron, of Neosho Conference. The probabilities are 
there will be a difficulty. Some peoplé are lame and cannot kneel. It 
might work a great inconvenience to some people if you would make 
that rule. 

VOICES. Question, question. 

S. F. Huser, of Pennsylvania Conference. I move that that be re- 
ferred to the proper committee. 

Seconded. 

Tue Presipinc Bisnop. The motion is that this be referred to the 
proper committee. Are you ready to vote on this? 

VoIces. Question, question. 

Tue Presipinc Bisnor. All favoring this indicate by uplifted 
hands. Contrary, like sign. It prevails, and is so referred. 
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Rev. H. Deat, of Minnesota Conference. The Committee on 
Memoirs is ready to report. 

Dr. Funk. I have an item of miscellaneous business. 

THe Presiping Bishop. The gentleman said he had his report 
read, but if there is anything of a miscellaneous character—. 

Dr. Funx. I desire to introduce to the Conference Master Irvin 
Kevan, and a son of Brother Hess, Master Castle Hess, as the addi- 
tional pages. If they are here I would like to have them stand on the 
chairs. 

Master Hess appears. 

Dr. Funx. This is Master Hess. 

Tue Presipine Bisnop. Now will you hear the report of the Com- 
mittee on Memoirs? The secretary, Brother Hott, will read. 

Rev. Geo. P. Hott read the report of the Committee on Memoirs. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON MEMOIRS. 


We, your Committee on Memoirs, beg leave to report as follows: 

Wuereas, God in his inscrutable wisdom has called from toil to re- 
ward our dear co-laborers Bishop Jas. W. Hott, D..D., LL. D., Presi- 
dent J. D. Droke, Rev. J. W. Howe, Rev. R. P. Burton, Rev. J. H. 
Richards, Rev. J. D. Donovan, and Rev. H. Doty, and our honored 
laymen, John Dodds, C. Howard, and F. B. Arford, chosen representa- 
tives of their people in the General Conference of the Church, we 
therefore recommend that suitable memorial services be held in their 
honor on Monday, May 15, 1905, beginning at the hour of 3:00 p. wu. 

And we further recommend the following program: 


MEMORIAL PROGRAM. 


* Conductor of services, Bishop G. M. Mathews. 
Director of music, Prof. E. S. Lorenz. 


1. Singing by the Conference. 
2. Scripture reading, Bishop J. S. Mills. 
3. Prayer, Bishop E. B. Kephart. « 
4. Singing by the Arion Quartet. 
Addresses. 
1. On life of Bishop James W. Hott. D2 Ds LE Ds Bishop N. 
Castle. 
2. On life of President J. D. Droke, Dr. T. OC. Carter. 
3. On life of Rev. J. W. Howe, Rev. A. S. Hammack. 
Singing by the quartet. 
4. On life of Rev. R. P. Burton, Dr. W. M. Bell. 
5. On life of Rev. J. H. Richards, Dr. Geo. A. Funkhouser. 
6. On life of Rev. J. D. Donovan, Rev. Geo. P. Hott. 
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7. On life of Rev. H. Doty, Rev. F. P. Rosselot. 
Singing by the Conference. 
8. On life of Mr. John Dodds, Dr. Wm. McKee. 
9. On life of Mr. C. Howard, Rev. J. A. Cummins. 
10. On life of Mr. F. B. Arford, Dr. J. T. Hobson. 
Singing by the quartet. 
Dismissal prayer, Dr. W. R. Funk, 
Respectfully submitted, 
H. Dear, Chairman, 
Geo. P. Hort, Secretary, 
L. L. ScHoonover, 
G. W. Maer, 
W. F. Parker, 
Emma Craia, 
C. L. Garp, 
H. J. Roop, 
Mrs. Lizziz Bronson, 
Committee. 


Tue Presininc Bisnop. You have heard the reading of this report. 
What will you do with it? 

Dr. D. W. SprInKLE, of East Ohio Conference. J move its adop- 
tion. 

Seconded. 

Tue Presmpinc Bisuop. It is moved and seconded as you have 
heard. 

Rev. S. W. Keister, of Allegheny Conference. J move to amend 
this report, and say that these memorial services shall be on Tuesday 
at three o’clock, so as not to conflict with the other order. 

Seconded. 

THe Presipinc Bisnop. It is moved- and seconded as you have 
heard, to say instead of Monday at three o’clock it be Tuesday at three 
o’clock in the afternoon. Are you ready for the amendment? All in 
favor indicate it by uplifted hands. Contrary, same sign. It pre- 
vails. 

Tue Presiping Bisnor. Now on the report as amended are you 
ready? All favoring its adoption show your hands. Opposed, like 
sign. It is adopted. 

Rey. T. D. Crires, of Topeka church. I was out yesterday when 
the matter came up for arranging to meet the local expenses of the 
entertainment. I understand that the statement was made, and it 
was made according to the suggestion of the committee at that time, 
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that all-parties would settle directly with the committee, and in so far 
that is true; but the secretary informs me that it will simplify mat- 
ters very much, and will help us to expedite our business, if we have 
it satisfactorily arranged that every person being entertained pays 
his own entertainment, and brings back a voucher properly signed by 
the lady who entertains. He will then get his money from the local 
committee, in conjunction with Dr. McKee. We make this request 
for this reason: If every one had taken the regular assignment on the 
flat rate, there would not be this necessity, but some chose to take 
lodging at one place and meals at another, paying a little more than 
the flat rate; thus it would complicate matters very much for us to 
settle your bills with the parties who entertain. We will send a state- 
ment to the parties entertaining you that you are to settle with them, 
filling out this voucher, returning it to us, which will be certified by 
you and the party to whom you are indebted for board or lodging, 
that this is the correct amount for entertainment. Now is there any 
question ? 

Tue Presipine Bisuor. Now if there are any questions, I do hope 
that the brethren will ask the committee and Brother Crites in private. 

Rey. J. W. Lake, of St. Joseph Conference. There is one matter in’ 
this controversy that we desire to know. The amount that you desire 
brought back will be the full amount, excess and all? 

Rey. Mr. Critrs. Yes, sir. 

Rev. J. W. Laxe. And then you reimburse me the flat rate? 

Rey. Mr. Crires. That is correct. ; 

Mr. Cuas. Jonnson, of Columbia River Conference. The visitors 
are sent out by this same committee. They are.expected to pay their 
own board. Do you want that returned ? 

Rev. Mr. Crites. We do not care anything about that. If the lady 
does not collect her board, I guess you will get away. 

Rey. J. L. Branpensura, of Lower Wabash Conference. If a dele- 
gate has not money enough to settle his board bill, how are you going 
to do it? 

Rev. Mr. Crites. Go to the committee and get some advance 
money. 

Dr. Funk. Ask the committee. 

THe Presipinc Bisuop. Any other report ready? Is there any+ 
thing else you wish to present before we adjourn ? 
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Rev. J. B. Connurt, of Lower Wabash Conference. We have been 
~ expecting some one to say something about the reports of the proceed- 
ings of Conference in the Topeka Capital. I do not know whether 
the paper is being read or not. The facts are we are getting more 
than our money’s worth. We are getting a great deal of ridiculous 
matter, not only things that are not true, but things that are ridicu- 
lously untrue. I understand that hundreds of papers are going to 
our friends, and it would seem that this is a political convention, 
where the men now in office are trembling lest they be defeated and 
the main part of the Conference are hungry for office. Now some- 
thing ought to be done to correct this. It is a shame that such re- 
ports go back to our friends. We are not getting what we thought we 
were to get. I signed a protest a while ago about this matter. Some- 
thing ought to be done. 

Tue Presipine BisHop. Well, I do not know who is responsible for 
these reports. 

Dr. W. M. Bett, of St. Joseph Conference. Perhaps this ought to 
be stated, that we have a reporter for each one of the daily papers in 
here, and he does the work as he sees fit. The question has been 
raised whether it is not the province of this Conference to decide who 
shall do this reporting that goes back to our people. There has been 
a tendency to catch after that which is sensational, and that is where 
we have been humiliated. 

Rev. J. Srmons, of St. Joseph Conference. I would like to move 
that a reporter be authorized by this Conference to give a report to 
the Topeka Capital if I can get a second. 

Seconded by Rev. I. Bennehoff, of Erie Conference. 

Tus Presipinc Bisuor. It is moved and seconded, as you have 
heard, that this General Conference elect a reporter for this body for 
the Topeka Capital. 

Dr. Funk. I do not know what the motion was. May I know that 
before I vote ? 

Tup Presipinc Bishop. The motion is that the Conference elect 
a reporter for the Topeka Capital. 

Dr. Funk. May I explain in regard to this motion? Before I 
came to this Conference I wrote a number of letters to the chairman 
of the committee here, asking him to see the editor of the Topeka 
Capital, and to arrange for this report, and in view of that to make 
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that paper the official organ of this body.. I went even farther than 
that afterwards, and wrote the editor of the Topeka Capital, suggest- 
ing Rev. J. P. Miller, of Dayton, Ohio, as a competent man to do that 
work. They. respectfully declined, and said they had their own man 
who would have charge of the work. That was the situation until I 
saw the humiliating condition of affairs in this morning’s paper. You 
know as much about that as I do, and you had just as much to do with 
it as I had. 

Rev. J. B. Conner, of Lower Wabash Conference. Only this, that 
Dr. Funk promised us that there would be competent editorials con- 
cerning the proceedings of the Conference. We subscribed forthe 
paper for our friends expecting that. 

Dr. Funn. I think this will answer that: The report of the Capi- 
tal on the work of the Conference is all right. Is there any objection 
to that? As I understand it, it is the effort for a newspaper sensation 
here that is objected to by this Conference, and I object to it as much 
as you do. I will vote just as emphatically to do away with it as you 
will. 

Rey. L. W. Sraux, of Allegheny Conference. I move that we con- 
demn the sensational article or notice in the Capital, and that we 
kindly ask them not to publish anything of that character in the 
future. 51° 

Tue Presipine Bisnor. You have a motion before you already. 

Rey. T. D. Crires, of Topeka church. I rise to a question of privi- 
lege. I rise to defend the Daily Capital and its reporter. He has 
not put anything in the paper unless somebody has been informing 
him of these things. Now if you will not inform him of anything 
sensational, I will assure you there will be nothing sensational in the 
Capital. [Applause.] 

Rev. J. L. Gru, of Pennsylvania Conference. This reporter has 
no business to pick up sensations; let him report the proceedings and 
we are satisfied. 

Voices. Agreed, agreed. 

Dr. D. R. Minurr, of Sandusky Conference. The sore has been 
made, the plaster is sufficiently large already to cover the sore, and I 
therefore move to lay the motion on the table. 

Seconded. _ . 

THE Presipine BisHop. All favorable to laying the motion on the 
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table will indicate by uplifted hands. All opposed, like sign. It pre- 
vails unanimously. 

Tue Presiping BisHor. The hour is here for adjournment. 

Rey. A. P. Funxuouser, of Virginia Conference. The Committee 
on Order of Business is ready to report. 

Mr. S. E. Kumler, of Miami Conference, secretary of said com- 
mittee, read the report. 


Your Committee on Order of Business respectively begs to recom- 
mend the following order for Monday, May 15: 

Report of Committee No. 10, Boundaries. 

No. 26, Salaries. 

No. 11, Publishing Interests. - 

No. 23, Circulation of the Bible. 

No. 18, Superintendency. 

No. 9, Union Biblical Seminary. 

No. 22, Churches and Parsonages. 


Special order for 3:00 Pp. mM. Report of the Secretary of the 
Woman’s Missionary Association. 


A. P. Funxuouser, Chairman. 


Tue Presiping BisHor. You have heard this report. What will 
you do with it? 

A motion to adopt was seconded and said report was approved. 

The chairmen of several committees announced meetings. 

It was agreed, on recommendation of Rev. Geo. P. Hott, that the 
program for memorial services, on Monday afternoon at three o’clock, 
should be printed. 

At this time the Arion Quartet, of St. Joseph Conference, sang 
“Come, Spirit Come”; also, “There is an isle up the river of time.” 

Tue Presipinc BisHop. As many of you as are ready for adjourn- 
ment give your consent by saying aye. Opposed, no. It prevails. 
We will ask Dr. D. R. Miller to pronounce the benediction. 


FOURTH DAY—MORNING SESSION. 


Monpay, May 15, 1905, 8: 30 a. mM. 
Bishop Kephart called the Conference to order, and announced that 
Rey. W. F. Cronk, of Des Moines Conference, would have charge 
of the devotional services. 
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Professor Mohn, of Toledo, Iowa, conducted the singing. 

Conference then joined in -singing No. 178, “I need thee every 
hour.” 

Rev. Mr. Cronk then read from the American Revision the second 
epistle of Peter, first chapter, beginning with the second verse. This 
was followed by song No. 224, “I am thine, O Lord,” and a season of 
prayer in which Brothers Lilly, De Munbrun, Ressler, and Schell 
participated. Special music was rendered by Professor Mohn and 
Evangelist Clark, entitled, “There is a land my eye has seen.” [Ap- 
plause. ] 

Tue Presiping Bisnop. The minutes of the previous session will 
be read. 

Secretary Snyder read the minutes of Saturday’s proceedings and 
they were approved. 

The roll of conferences was then called for the presentation of 
memorials, ete., and J. L. Brandenburg, of Lower Wabash Confer- 
ence, presented two papers, which were referred to the Committee on 
Boundaries. 

Mrs. B. F. Witt, of Miami Conference, presented a memorial, which 
was referred to Committee No. 13. 

Rev. W. F. Gruver, of Virginia Conference, presented a memorial 
from his conference on conference representation, which was referred 
to Committee No. 17. 

Rev. C. H. Cox, of West Virginia, presented a memorial on repre- 
sentation from West Virginia Conference, which was referred to 
Committee No. 17. : 

THE Presipinc BisHop. Have you any items of a miscellaneous 
nature which you wish to introduce now? 

Dr. Func. Mr. Chairman, it is the intention to issue the proceed- 
ings of this General Conference in book form, as we have always is- 
sued it. We have prepared a blank for your subscription to this 
book. Heretofore we have issued it at a loss to the House, and I pre- 
sume we will be required to do so again. The price is placed at one 
dollar for this publication, a description of which is found on this 
paper (in my hand) and I will not take time to read it, but if the 
chair please, we will distribute these circulars. 

The circulars were then distributed. , 

Dr. Funk. You may hand your subscription to Mr. Senseny. 
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Pror. E. S. Lorenz, of Miami Conference. I would like to call for 
that resolution on posture in prayer, which was referred to the ap- 
propriate committee. It don’t seem to have materialized. Will the 
chair please indicate to what committee that should be referred? 

Tuer Presipinc BisHor. The Committee on Formulas. 

Rev. J. R. Cuampers, of Neosho Conference. That paper was not 
referred to the Committe on Formulas, and I don’t think it belongs 
there. It was referred after the secretary read it to the Committee on 
Devotion. 

Tur Presipine Bisnor. I believe you are correct. It was referred 
to the Committee on Devotion. 

Tue Preswine BisHor. Now if you have no more miscellaneous 
business, I have a little item of a miscellaneous nature, and Brother 
Castle will occupy the chair for a moment or two. 

Bishop Castle assumes the chair. 


BISHOP KEPHART’S ADDRESS TO THE CONFERENCE UPON HIS RETIREMENT 
FROM ACTIVE DUTIES AS BISHOP. 


Bisnor Keruart. Mr. Chairman and members of the Conference: 
IT have never at any time made a single request of my Church or a 
favor. Even when I was sent out to preach I never asked for the 
credentials. I was a student in college and there were credentials 
sent to me through the mails. But this morning I have a request that 
I am going to ask at the hands of this body, and that request is that 
in so far as my relation to the Church as an active bishop, having 
charge of a district, I kindly ask of this General Conference not to 
consider my name in that relation. I have had but one rule in my 
life that has governed me, and that rule governs me: this morning. 
It is simply this: When any matters of gravity, arising in matters 
relative to state or matters relative to the Church, or to make any 
ruling, or to make an decision whatever, I have always put myself in 
this relation—I have asked myself the question, “What would Jesus 
do if he were in my place now?” And that is the relation that I have 
put myself in this morning after four years of careful, earnest 
thought and prayer, which I never breathed to anybody, I believe, un- 
til yesterday I mentioned it to one or two friends, and that is the con- 
clusion I have reached. ae 

My life in the service of the Church is known, and I have nothing 
to say respecting it. I feel this morning, brethren, like the old pagan 
Roman did. He was the greatest Roman of them all. He said, when 
he was in years about where I am in life, “If the gods were to give me 
the privilege to become a baby again, and be rocked in the cradle, 
I would not accept it, in that I think I have lived my life well.” And 
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I say in that, I think I have served my Church and the cause of God 
well. I have never had a single reflection to cast upon my Church 
for its treatment of me. Those who are here, with whom I have as- 
sociated in the relation that I sustain to-day, and every relation that 
I have sustained to the Church, know me, that my life has been open 
and frank, and what I had to say and what I had to do I always did 
it, not coveting the smiles on the one hand, nor regarding the frowns 
on the other, when it came to a sense of duty. God bless you. 


BisHop Castue. There comes to every life that has lived the usual 
length of time that which may be regarded as a sort of a crisis, and I 
think of this scene that is before us now as something of a crisis. 
The first time that I met this brother was away back at a General 
Conference, about forty years ago, as I remember, possibly thirty-six 
years ago, held in Lebanon, Pennsylvania. He was then a young 
man, his hair was raven, he was ruddy and flush with the glow of 
youthful manhood. He represented then in that early life the edu- 
cational work of the Church in the West. I remember him quite well; 
and so our acquaintance from that time on has grown and ripened 
through the years until this present hour. I have had great admira- 
tion for his executive ability, for he has been the strong man on our 
Board of Bishops, as you know. When it came to matters of close 
decision, matters where the law of the Church was involved, we have 
rested heavily upon him. I think I can say this in behalf of the mem- 
bers of the Board associated with him and me; and now we come to 
this place where he in a measure wishes to step aside, and at a mo- 
ment like this—there is a record made in the New Testament that I 
think of very much of late, and that is where there is a disciple 
named that was the host of Paul who was called an old disciple. 
Brethren, what a record, what an epitaph to put on a tombstone—an 
old disciple! Youth has drifted away, the summertime of life has 
gone, and the autumn time is here. The woodlands are adrip with 
water, the winds are cold and biting, the frost has put its teeth into 
the leaf of plant and flower, and winter will soon hang on fields and 
woodlands and mountains and valleys. ‘The icy chains will wrap and 
bind up all the waters in their fetters. What a time and what a 
statement to make concerning life—an old disciple! I will tell you, 
brethren, while we would admit and welcome the new most gladly 
and joyously, we must not let all the old things go. We must stick - 
by the old faith, the old gospel, the old doctrines; sometimes we say, 
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the old-time religion. [Voices. Amen.] Stick to these, and I am 
sure as one steps a little aside from the active work, he will be shown 
the highest esteem, and there will come a day when forms that walk 
the streets and walk in the yards, and walk down along the paths of 
life will walk no more.. Oh, I often think, if I am sometimes a little 
uncharitable to somebody, maybe I have been a little severe, I think 
perhaps the:time will come when I may look into the cold, dead faces, 
when the coftin-lids are thrown back, perhaps not far ahead, and how 
I ought to cherish kindly thoughts toward that one, for that time 
comes to us all. 

And now Brother Kephart does not wish much said, and so I must 
not trespass on his feelings; but I will say, Let us turn aside for a 
few brief prayers. J should not restrain your spirits or the spirit 
that comes to you for prayer, and I will call upon the following 
brethren, if you please, to lead in prayer in the order named. I am 
wondering if we may not all stand with bowed heads at this time: 
Brother Fout, Brother Seneff, Brother Babel, Brother C. I. B. Brane. 
In this order; will you please pray ? 

Conference arose and the prayers were made in the order named. 

BisHop Castie. I would ask that we pause a few moments longer 
and invite the Arion Quartet to sing. Will you please come forward 
and sing? 

The Arion Quartet then favored the Conference with a song, en- 
titled, “My Faith Clings to Jesus.” 

Bishop Matuews. Praise the Lord. 

Dr. Funk offered the following resolution: 


Resolved, That, in view of the sacrifices made and the splendid serv- 
ice rendered the Church, to which they have given their lives, I move 
that Bishop N. Castle, D. D., and Bishop E. B. Kephart, D. D., be 
made bishops emeritus, and their compensation be one-half the 
amount given an active bishop. 

W. R. Funk. 
D. D. Lowery. 


This resolution was adopted unanimously by a rising vote. 
Tue Presipinc BisHop. Is Report 23, on circulation of the Bible, 
ready ? 
_ Rev. H. R. Huss, of West Virginia Conference. Ready. Brother 
J. W. Willis, of Southeast Ohio Conference, will read the report. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CIRCULATION OF THE BIBLE. 


We, your Committee on Circulation of the Bible, beg leave to re- 
port as follows: 

We believe the Bible, Old and New Testament, to be the word of 
God, in both of which he reveals himself and his will to the children 
of men. Observation teaches us that he who knows his Bible well, 
and submits his life to its teaching, is best prepared to fill his mis- 
sion among men or among nations. We therefore clearly recognize 
the importance of the circulation of the Scriptures among men every- 
where. We are glad to note that the Bible is being published at such 
a low price that its cost is no longer a hindrance to its circulation 
among the common people. We rejoice in the fact that our own 
Publishing House at Dayton, Ohio, has been able to sell so large a 
number of Bibles during the quadrennium. 

We hail with delight the continuance of the American Bible So- 
ciety, and rejoice to learn from its last annual report that it is now 
publishing the Scriptures in more than one hundred languages and 
dialects, and that during the last year over “one million and a half 
copies of the Old and New Testament Scriptures were put into cir- 
culation.” It is with great pleasure that we find such a. large number 
of Bibles are being circulated and read in our new island possessions. 
We rejoice in the Scripture-reading Circle among our Yo PVG 
societies, which has now reached the splendid number of nearly two 
thousand. We would make the following suggestions: 

1. That after this circle finishes the reading of the New Testa- 

ment Scriptures, we then take up the Old Testament in a similar 
reading. 
2. .That all of our Sunday-school superintendents and teachers 
should encourage their pupils to purchase Bibles for their own per- 
sonal use, and that they provide some method to supply any who 
may not be able to buy for themselves. 

3. That each pastor take a collection from his congregation for the 
American Bible Society. 

4. We recognize the American Standard Revision of the Bible as 
the very best revision extant, and recommend it to all our people. 


H. R. Hess, Chairman. 

J. W. Witus, Secretary. 
HELEN Gounp. 

Mrs. Martie M. Stoner. 


Rev. J. H. Parrerson, of Louisiana Conference. I-.move its adop- 
tion. 

Seconded. 

Cot. Ropert Cownen, of Miami Conference. In the reading | did 
not discover any mention of the American Revised Version, which I 
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think ought to be mentioned in this connection as the very best ver- 
sion extant. I move to amend the report to include such recommen- 
dation. 

Seconded. 

Rev. J. W. Wiis. I would suggest that each pastor give an op- 
portunity to his congregation to contribute to the work of the Amer- 
ican Bible Society. 

Dr. D. R. Mutter. Now, Mr. President, I move to amend by say- 
ing that each pastor solicit publicly from his congregation a collec- 
tion, instead of giving the opportunity. 

THe Prusipinc BisHor. Perhaps the brother would accept that. 

Rev. J. W. Wis. Yes. 

Tur Presipine Bisnor. Brother McKee desires at this time to make 
his report as Missionary Treasurer. Will it please the Conference to 
hear the report? 

Voices. Hear, hear. 

The reports are distributed. 

Rev. G. H. Hinton, of Neosho Conference. I think it is a mistake 
to distribute these reports. I know I have been bothered, and I 
suggest that these reports be not distributed. 

Tue Presipine Bishop. But they were ordered distributed. You 
see that is the trouble. 

Rev. W. D. Srrarron, of Michigan Conference. I would just sim- 
ply say that we ought to have the printed reports, as we cannot hear 
much of it read in this part of the room. 

Tur Presipinc BisHop. They will be distributed. You will get 
them. Please distribute them as rapidly as possible. 

While this distribution was going on Dr. Funk also: distributed 
Disciplines to those who had not already received them. 

Rev. J. R. Cuampers, of Neosho Conference. Could it be possible 
while the reports are being read to have the doors closed ? 

Tur Presipinc Bisuor. I suppose this Conference is competent to 
order and hold the doors closed. You may have to appoint a sergeant- 
at-arms whose business shall be to see that it is done. Now, brethren, 
be as quiet as possible. 

- Dr. William McKee then read his report. 
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REPORT OF THE TREASURER OF THE HOME, FRONTIER, AND FOREIGN 
MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
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STATEMENTS. 


MISSION DEBT, 


It is gratifying to be able to report that after carrying a debt. 
sometimes quite inconvenient, at other times embarrassing, and al-~ 
ways an unwelcome factor in the matters of the society at least forty 
years, it has at last been canceled; and at the same time the contri- 
butions for the support of the missions under its care have not in 
the least been diminished. 


PERMANENT FUND. 
Owing to some losses on realty, estimated at rather liberal figures 
by donors, this fund has slightly diminished during the quadrennium. 
It now stands at $91,624.76. 


RUSSELL FUND STATEMENT. 
SRECIES ECE fol, JCEWS) Miele cha ccotmioecn choo Oo $10,000 00 
Interest collected on said loan ..... Seer Baa 500 00 
Paid from said interest on Chicago church.... $200 00 
Paid from said interest on Spokane Church, 


AV Vfeiclan ine UO Take vepercmmey shrckere < vecusucicelouseseistede ics 200 00 
Paid from said interest on Oakland Church, 
MG UNDG EMU Oe Pe tee vere ec ua: atts Gor sete .2es eo. aitalse se oy 100 00 
$ 500 00 
HAMMOND FUND STATEMENT. 
Bequest out om interest ....5....2.-2--0000% $ 9,000 00 
imbenest collected <1... -. <0 0. * «ule fe RE Sone 450 00 
Paid from said interest, per will, to Indiana 
COMaCINeS Gaahesrb. eee cme bie oe cron $150 00 
Paid from said interest to General Fund...... 300 00 
$ 450 00 
SEARCH LIGHT STATEMENT. 
Mhey Search Might COSt 5 cic c.<ii2 evo ols «rye esueve ol $ 5,632 81 
It paid in subscriptions and advertisements 
during the last four years .......--++.+.+-- 3,022 23 
Loss during the quadrennium .......... $ 2,110 58 


It is only fair to state that during the past year it has met its 
expenses, and bids fair to stand on its own merits at an early day. 
GENERAL SUMMARY. 


Whole amount of receipts collected from 1853 to 1901 $3,825,691 45 
Whole amount of receipts reported for quadrennium, 
ending March 81, 1905 ......--+seeee eee eeees 662,982 88 


$4,488,674 33 


Wm. McKeEs, Treasurer. 
Dayton, Ohio, March 31, 1905. 
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WHOLE AMOUNT EXPENDED BY THE HOME, FRON- 
TIBR, AND FOREIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETY 
BY QUADRENNIUM, AS FOLLOWS: 


For four years ending March, 1857... =. $ 81,681 21 
For four years ending March 1861 ..... ; 127,063 35 
For four years ending March, 1865 ..... 152.898 66 
By Annual Conferences, four years end- 
For four years ending March, 1869 ..... $ 94,168 57 
By Annual Conferences, for four years 

endings March 1869" seep see ae nen 69,701 13 


$ 163,869 70 
By Parent Board, for four years ending 


IND Ebony OARS Yaa Kein Mel dg soap coca $ 61,965 63 
By Annual Conferences, for four years 
endine se Manch yal S73 as) pense ae ee. 86,979 81 


$ 148,945 44 
By Parent Board, for four years ending 


Mar Chy rol Si.dietne acres eae ead $ 81,671 34 
By Annual Conferences, for four years 
endimee March wl S87. aces emente eee 86,521 44 


$ 168,192 78 
By Parent Board, for four years ending 














VEATCH ELS SIC peers nite teen tens eee $ 98,777 69 
By Annual Conferences, for four years 
endingeiVarchal SS meee) fee Pi cae 84,888 81 
$ 178,666 50 
By Parent Board, for four years ending 
“EY 0 chee hos eg a aaah ag eed gla $ 166,821 00 
By Annual Conferences, for four years 
GMeaAy WERE TMI ooa5 gana sae coon. 86.469 79 
$ 253,290 79 
By H., F., and F. Missionary Society, for 
four years ending March, 1889 ...... $ 309,496 11 
By Annual Conferences, for four years 
ending March, 1889)... 0a, 000 een 97,110 39 
$ 406,606 50 
By H., F., and F. Missionary Society, for 
four years ending March, 1893 ...... $ 263,984 02 
By Annual Conferences, for four years 
endingg March 1893) S.4.\0.08 nae tone 144,956 27 
$ 408,940 29 
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By H., F., and F. Missionary Society, for 


four years ending Nanch) L897 Sere. $ 193,416 38 
By Annual Conferences, for four years 
ending March 1807 .......-+----s60s nbalisyardosee) 
$ 308.593 17 
By H., F., and F. Missionary Society, for . 
four years ending March, 1901 ...... $ 151,452 98 
By Annual Conferences, for four years 
ending March, 1901 .........-..-+--- 126,250 438 
$ 277,703 51 
By H., F., and F. Missionary Society, for 
four years ending March, 1905........ $ 467,248 06 
By Annual Conferences, for four years 
ending March, 1905.........+--++++-- 570,638 40 


$1,037,886 46 


Total paid in support of missions in fifty 
WEES: enn Sunceces se cemcone 6 aa e Oo CD UO adS ae OO a $4,488,674 33 


Wan. McKenr, Treasurer. 
Dayton, Ohio, March 31, 1905. 


Dr. Wituiam McKes. The details of these figures which I have 
read will be found on the preceding pages. I only want to read a short 
paragraph on the ninth page of my report. The remainder I will be 
content to have the brethren read at their leisure. 

Dr. Sprinkle moved to refer the report to the appropriate commit- 
ee: 


Seconded. 
Rey. H. S. Gasen, of Eastern Pennsylvania Conference, referred to 


the item of one hundred dollars in the report appropriated to Eastern 
Pennsylvania Conference, and wished to know where it was applied. 

Dr. McKee explained that it was given during the first year of the 
quadrennium to the Memorial Church at Reading. 

Dr. R. J. Wurrs, of Erie Conference. I suppose that the report is 
all right, and that the money has been properly appropriated; but you 
will remember, as soon as I call your attention to it, that the one 
hundred dollars that was appropriated to the Buffalo work the first 
year of the last quadrennium was not used, and hence whatever was 
done with the money, it should not be charged to the Erie Conference. 

Dr. McKer. I remember, Mr. Chairman, and I also remember dis- 
tinctly that of the appropriation made in 1900, only one-half of it was 
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paid when the General Conference met, to the 31st of March, 1901. 
The balance of the two hundred was paid between that and your an- 
nual conference, and hence it comes in here. This report goes back 
four years, brethren, | 

Rev. D. D. Lowery, of Eastern Pennsylvania Conference. We do 
not question Dr. McKee’s report at all; but some of us do not know 
anything about the hundred dollars reported for the Eastern Penn- 
sylvania Conference. Now I am chairman of the Church-Extension 
and Missionary Society of the conference, and Mr. Spangler is the 
secretary, and we do not know anything about it. 

Dr. McKerr. There are one hundred and a few dollars charged 
against the Pennsylvania Conference. One hundred of that goes to 
the Washington Church. 

The report was then referred to the appropriate committee. 

Dr. McKee. Mr. Chairman, will you give me a moment? 

Tue Presipine Bisuor. Yes, sir. 

Dr. McKer. Dear brethren, I wish to say a word to you now, and 
I had hoped to be at the head of the class, but the bishops have stolen 
a march on me. However, I suppose their superiority, both in ability 
and in office, justifies that. I wish to say to you that I do not expect 
or ask a reélection, that I thank you most heartily, and also the whole 
Church, for the confidence heretofore reposed in me in my official 
position. 

I was licensed to preach the gospel in 1855, just fifty years ago. I 
received my first circuit in 1857, forty-eight years ago. I was present 
-at the St. Joseph Conference when Bishop Castle received his license 
to preach from the annual conference. I have spent twenty years in 
the itinerancy of the Church, and have spent twenty-eight years in 
this office; first, from 1865 to 1878. Then I had an interim of 
twelve years, during which time I was serving as pastor, four years of 
the eight as presiding elder; and, lest I forget it, I want to say to you 
young preachers that the twenty years that I spent in the active min- 
istry were the happiest, and, if you will let me judge, the best years 
of my life; and although it has seemed proper for one reason or an- 
other that I remain where you have placed me for twenty-eight years 
in this office, I have always felt like a train of cars, if it were capable 
of thinking, on a side-track, and which would wish to be out on the 
main line and sweep across the country, conveying the people and 


232 


UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 


commerce of the country hither and thither where they should go. 
I feel to-day that the ministry of the gospel is the highest and best 
place this side of heaven, and there is nothing that brings such sweet 
remembrance to me to-day as the thought that came through my mind 
and the prayers offered through the week, when I knew the up-turned 
faces of the congregation the next Sunday morning would be towards 
me, hungering for the word of life. I say, brethren, do not be too 
anxious to get out of the pastorate. [Applause.] You may be like the 
governor of Indiana once—and your own good governor reminded me 
of it—Governor Wright. He was assailed on Monday for having 
taught in the Sunday school on Sunday a class of boys. The man 
said, “Don’t you think it was rather condescending for you to do 
that?” He replied quickly, “No, I felt like I was going up instead of 
down.” And so the pastor may well feel that there is no higher place 
than the pastorate. 

Another word I want to say: When I was young there came to me 
around the corners once in a while a hint—it was not very: visible— 
that I could be received into another church, here or there or yonder, 
where I would have lighter work and bigger pay; but somehow or 
other I always felt that the church which took me out of the mire of 
sin and ignorance, and brought me to Christ and to the work of bur 
Lord Jesus Christ, had a claim on me. [Applause.] But, as in my 
younger years, if I am worth anything to the church anywhere on the 
- face of this earth, it is to the people who brought me to the feet of 
Jesus. I felt that way when young, and I have reason to thank God 
to-day that I never took the hint: [Voices. Amen.] 

A word more. I confess to a tinge of sadness to-day as I look back 
and think that my life has so far run away, but as I look towards the 
horizon, towards where the sun is setting, the eastern horizon presents 
a beautiful picture. After these long hours I think of the morning, 
the morning with its glorious light and life and triumph, and I think, 
- too, of the disciples when, on a dark night, on boisterous Galilee, they 
had rowed all night in fear, and along towards morning Jesus came 
walking on the sea. They thought in their desperation that it was a 
demon that brought on the storm and had come to finish the work of 
its destruction. Then they cried out in fear, but Jesus said, “Be not 
afraid! it is I,” and immediately he came into the ship and the waves 
subsided, and soon they were at the shore of Capernaum, where they 
wished to go. The morning had come. 
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Brethren, soon the morning will come, and some day we will meet 
on that shore, not of Capernaum, but in heaven, where God shall 
reign forever and ever. 

Tue Presipinc Bisuop. I am very sure of this, that this Confer- 
ence, just as the whole Church here represented, has a high ap- 
preciation of the good life Brother McKee has lived, and the efficient 
services that he has rendered to this denomination. I was glad to 
hear him say to these young men what he did relating to the whisper- 
ings that come about the ears of young men. I used to hear whisperings 
of that kind myself. I remember well in the opening up of my min- 
istry, it was in the city of Altoona, an open proposition from a large, 
wealthy denomination came to me, “You come with your congregation 
and we will do so and so,” and I listened to it patiently until they 
were through with it. I then said, “I always believe in going as near- 
ly to headquarters as possible, and when I think of changing my rela- 
tions, I will go up to Father Twig’s church”—he was an old Roman 
Catholic priest who was an intimate friend of mine—“and we will go 
there. Thank you, gentlemen.” So I say to you, brethren, just as Dr. 
McKee said, God puts you in the niche, and you ought to stand by his 
work. [Voices. Amen.] He will take care of you. He said, “TI will 
never leave thee nor forsake thee.” 

Now I believe it is an opportune time for the quartet to come for- 
ward and sing. [Great applause.] 

Dr. H. H. Four, of Miami Conference. Before the singing, if in 
order, I would like to offer the following: 


Wuereas, Rev. William McKee, D. D., in his official relations to 
the Church, covering a period of twenty-eight years, has been a tire- 
less worker, painstaking in all the duties of his official life, a Chris- 
tian gentleman of unimpeachable fidelity, and, like the sturdy pilot 
at his post, he has stood faithfully in every emergency and duty, anx- 
ious only for the great interest committed to his trust, 

Resolved, That we record our appreciation of his noble life and 
character, and of the faithful service he has rendered the Church as 
a general officer; that we will cherish for him the warmest love and re- 
ged, and pray that the evening of his life may be beautiful and peace- 

ul. 
H. H. Four. 
G. P. Mackin. 


Hon. Marr Epmonps, of Northeast Kansas Conference. That 
sounds all right, and I am in harmony with it, but it reminds me of 
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a man that had been lecturing, and they tendered him a vote of 
thanks. Returning homeward, he offered it as pay on the train, but 
the conductor would not accept it. Now I endorse these resolutions, 
but I offer an amendment that when he shall retire he shall retire on 
half pay. : 

Seconded by E. S. Lorenz. : 

Prov. Marx Kerpret, of California Conference. I hope that the 
members of the Conference will not misunderstand me in my posi- 
tion. I would be very glad to.place every man who preaches the gos- 
pel, and who serves his Church long and faithfully, as Brother Mc- 
Kee has done, on full pay, but I don’t believe that this Church is in 
a position at this time to adopt a general pensioning system, such as 
this seems to be the beginning of. If we wish to begin a system of 
that kind, it seems to me that we ought first to originate some means 
of providing a fund from which to secure the money to pay this ex- 
pense. Somebody must pay that; it must come from some place. It 
is easy for a legislative body to expend money, vote it out, but for a 
legislative body that has-not the power to provide money to vote out 
money is a serious problem, and one which they ought to consider 
carefully. We are responsible not only to the aged men who served 
us and the Church so long and so well, but we are responsible to the 
Church itself. 

It seems to me, considering the matter from the standpoint of busi- 
ness, not of sentiment, not of tender feeling, not of love, not of venera- 
tion, not of respect, but considering it from the standpoint of busi- 
ness, that this Church has not laid any foundation for a beginning of 
this kind. The foundation must be in the preparing of a fund from 
which expenses of this kind shall be paid. We are proposing to take 
the opposite course—of spending the money and trusting the fund 
may be provided. I do not believe it is the right way. I would be 
glad if every aged minister, and we have them in California as we have 
them everywhere, who in their old age are left practically penni- 
less, could have half pay, or even full pay, but the money 
must be provided before we offer it to them. I think we had better 
not adopt this resolution at this time. I would go as far as any mem- 
ber of the Conference, I think, in a movement to prepare a fund of 
that kind, and after that has been done to do justice, not only to Dr. 
McKee, but to every other aged minister of the Church who has served 
the Church ably and well. 
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Dr. McKer. Dear brethren, please bear me a word. I thank the 
brethren on this side and that for the offer in this amendment. I 
would rejoice, dear brethren, if we had some plan as Brother Keppel 
has suggested, and some means whereby a small pension might be 
given to our old and worthy servants when they retire from their 
labors. But that has not been done, and I do not ask it nor expect it. 
I trust I shall get along some way in the world. I shall not go to the 
poorhouse. And I want to say to the good brother who faces me now 
with tears in his eyes that I believe the good Lord, who has taken 
care of me until now, will not forsake me in my old age. I thank you 
most heartily for this, and whatever you may think about it, I do not 
ask it. [Great applause. ] 

Voices. Question, question. : 

Pror. E. S. Lorenz. I thank the brethren for not calling for the 
question more strongly. It is very proper that the other side should 
be heard. It is not a question of whether Brother McKee needs the 
money; it is a question of equity. The Conference voted a moment 
ago that the bishops shall receive half pay. This brother has given 
just as faithful service, just as hard service as the bishops. He has 
been a general officer of the Church. I submit that we do not place 
the men who are in the general superintendency in an exalted position 
different from the other men who have been doing our work. I wish 
to say to you that Brother McKee has been working hard twelve 
months in a year. Our bishops have been working hard for three 
months in the year, and the other nine months they have worked as 
they felt like it, hard sometimes and sometimes not so hard. T also 
say to you, brethren, that this matter of sentiment that governed you 
a while ago in voting out eight thousand dollars of the money of this 
Church to help those who are well supplied with funds is a wrong 
policy; but if that policy is to be pursued, whether Dr. McKee thinks 
he needs that money or not, it ought to be carried out consistently. 
All our general officers should be open to the benefits, not only the 
bishops. I am making no attack on them. They are doing what the 
Church is expecting of them; they are not doing very much more than 
the Church is expecting of them, I am sorry to say. Further, I want to 
say, brethren, that this business of looking after our dear bishops as 
being somewhat apart is decidedly un-United Brethren. They are 
simply elders. They are only men like the rest of you. There is no 
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reason, after a few years of consecutive service, that we should. put 
them on a pedestal, and after they have done their life’s work, should 
do for them what you are unwilling to do for other men. I think I 
have had my say. 

Dr. Funx. Having made the motion this morning, I feel it in jus- 
tice that I make this statement. I am a general church officer, and I 
can speak from some experience. I have occupied that position for 
eight years, and I know that the burdens that come to me in my offi- 
cial relation are quite different from what comes to a bishop in this 
Church. I want to be distinctly understood in the offering of the 
resolution this morning. I did it with this end in view, that the years 
of service that have come to these men in this honorable position have 
been years of constant privation. What do I mean by privation? I 
mean absence from home during almost the entire year. It may be 
said, if any one wishes to say it, that they have not measured up to 
your expectation, but if they have done their duty as they saw it, and 
to the full measure of their ability, that ends the proposition. [ Voices. 
True, true. ] 

I do not class a general church officer with the bishops in the point 
of privation that comes to their wives. For a few months in the year 
we are away from our homes, it is true, but for the balance of the year 
we have the comforts of our home, while the bishop is supposed to be 
and is, | want to say to this honorable body, most of this time in the 
field, dedicating churches, traveling here and there and yonder, all over 
this Church. I rise this morning to defend the Board of Bishops, if 
it be a necessity that they be defended. [Applause.] I do it because 
I believe God has given to us as a Church as honorable a line of 
bishops as any denomination in the land. [Applause.] When I 
think of the names of Otterbein, of Boehm, of Edwards, of Gloss- 
brenner, of Weaver, and of Hott my heart glows with the love of God 
for their great lives [great applause] ; and when I think of the splen- 
did leadership we have in our present board, I believe that it is due 
them that this Church honor them for their noble lives. [Applause.] 
I am glad this morning to place myself as a general church officer, 
subordinate to them in service, subordinate to them in honorable posi- 
tion, subordinate to them in earnest toil and service; hence I love the 
speech that Dr. McKee made. 

You will allow this reference, Mr. Chairman, because it has been 
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in my heart. I am a young man, in the prime of manhood, but I 
hope the time will never come to me when I feel that my Church turns 
away from me... If it forsake me, I pray that God may take me up. 

Dr. W. E. ScHetu, of East Nebraska Conference. I rise to say a 
word or two, Mr. Chairman. I think there is a vast difference between 
the action taken at the beginning of this session and the action which 
this amendment contemplates. The Treasurer of the Church will 
pass out of office; his work for the Church at this time will end. The 
honored bishops, to whom reference was made in the action at the be- 
ginning of this session, will still serve the Church. [Voices. Sure.] 
They will serve the Church largely as bishops; they will be known by 
such a title; they will toil in evangelistic meetings; their counsel 
will be given, and they will, in so far as they are able, still be active. 
I want to call the attention of the Conference to this difference. 

Question called for. 

Rey. A. P. Funxuoussr, of Virginia Conference. I rise to a ques- 
tion of privilege. I call the attention of the Conference to Rule 28. 
“Any demonstration of approval or disapproval during the progress of 
debate shall be deemed a breach of order.” 

Tue Presipine Bisuop. Yes, that is your own action. 

Hon. Marr Epmonps, of Northeast Kansas Conference. I am 
sorry that I have created so much excitement, that there is so much 
feeling that they will have this Church bankrupt. I never belonged 
to any other church but the United Brethren. They took me up very 
young, and they made a man of me; if I am a man, I owe it to the 
Church. I joined this Church when it was very poor, and I have seen 
a great many poor days in the United Brethren Church. JT have seen 
its ministry suffer a great deal. They said at the Auditorium the 
other evening that I was English when they introduced me. I was 
taught to have great respect for those in authority, and to regard those 
that were over me. I want to say that I have great respect for the 
bishops of our Church. I have no criticism on any member of our 
Church that is in authority, and who is looking after its interests, be- 
cause I think they have done it to the best of their ability. 

I remember the Conference turned me down four years ago on a 
resolution of this kind in regard to Brother Shuey, but I do not harbor » 
it in my mind. I want to say to the General Conference that I have 
not changed my position since that time, that I believe now just as I 
did then. \ 
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Now I want to say to the members of this body, especially the 
clergy—I believe they are the ones that opposed me the other time— 
that I want you to understand that what I do I am doing in your in- 
terest, and that I have been with our preachers enough and with our 
presiding elders enough to know something about their: services; I 
know something about what they have to endure. Now this brother, 
I understand, has devoted fifty years to the United Brethren Church, 
either in office or as a preacher, carrying the cross and! preaching the 
gospel and bringing glad tidings to many a dark home. I have been 
with him. I know something about that process. I have not been a 
clergyman, but I have been attending to business. If you discharge 
me from that business and put me at something else, while I am 
young, as Dr. Funk said, I do not know whether I could take up an- 
other business and succeed. I take it for granted that, whether they 
be bishops or whether they be general officers, they have devoted their 
lives to their work. Now the shadows of night are gathering around 
them, and their faces are turned toward the setting sun. If they do 
not step out it is like Father Tripp, up here in Kansas, who was a 
very eccentric man. I called one day, as the train was late, to say | 
a word, and he said, “I thought Gabriel was going to call for me last 
night,” but, he added, “he didn’t.” He said, “There is nothing will 
save me, and there is no need of that now, for that little boy wants 
my place.” 

Now there is a feeling which comes to me when a man retires from 
the field. I am satisfied that he don’t lay off the mantle that God 
put on him, but the mantle that man puts on; he lays it off, and after 
he has devoted his life to it. I said in the beginning this Church was 
poor, but she is not poor to-day. We raised a thousand dollars, or 
eighteen hundred, the other night in a few minutes. We are 
wealthy, if we have only got faith, and if you want to be rich, 
take care of these men that have given their best time, their best 
years, their best talent to the building up of this Church. 

If we expect God to bless this Church we must take care of our 
ministry. Now some of these itinerants are going to abuse me be- 
cause it will not reach them. But I tell you, whenever we help one of 
the officers of this Church we set up a precedent, and if that be the 
policy of the Church it is far-reaching. We will be respected every- 
where; but we will not be respected anywhere if we turn our officers 
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away when the shades of night are gathering around them, and when 
they cannot labor any more.» Why, the world will not respect us, 
much less a Christian man. Whether this amendment is adopted or 
not, I have got in my word, and you know just exactly how I stand, 
where you will find me. I hope you will adopt this amendment. It 
will not hurt the Church; you will never feel it, and the money will 
come in surprising quantity. Other men will be encouraged to do 
their best, and give their best efforts, because the thought comes to 
them, in the end I shall be taken care of anyway. 2 

At this point Rev. L. W. Stahl, of Allegheny Conference, moved 
that the matter be referred to the Committee on Salaries. The mo- 
tion was seconded, but lost. 

Rev. M. R. Drury, of Iowa Conference. Mr. Chairman, I wish to 
call attention again to the position suggested by Dr. Schell, that 
there is a difference. The bishops asked to be retired, and the motion 
of Dr. Funk this morning was that they be made bishops ®meritus. 
That carries with it the duty of whatever work they are able to render 
to the Church, so that they are to do certain work that may be as- 
signed them by the other bishops. There is a very important differ- 
ence, it seems to me, between the bishops and other general officers of 
the Church. 

The question is called for. 

W. A. Lutz, of Pennsylvania Conference. T certainly appreciate 
what our treasurer has said this morning, and I appreciate the speech 
of Brother Matt Edmonds. Brethren, when I look over this Confer- 
ence, and also as I have sat time and time again and looked over our 
annual conferences, and have seen these old gray-headed brethren 
come along, I ask, What provision have me made for them? Should 
they not be treated exactly as we propose to treat this question now be- 
fore us? There are on this floor to-day our honored presidents of our 
colleges, who have worked East and West, North and South. We have 
laymen who have given their lives to the work of the Church. I 
know to-day of men who have given fifteen, twenty, twenty-five, and 
thirty years of nothing else but hard work for the Church of the 
United Brethren in Christ. 

Now, brethren, I should be glad if we could vote this question 
through to-day and make every man a pensioner, but let me ask you, 
Where are the funds to come from to do this with?’ I know we are 
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not poor, but where shall we get the funds to pension these brethren ? 
I wish we could do it. 

‘Vorces. Question, question. 

Presipinc Bisuop. Are you ready to vote? The amendment is that 
the brother be retired on half pay when he does retire; that is, if he is 
not reélected, he will have half pay. 

The amendment is lost. The resolution is adopted. 

Rev. H. S. Gapen, of Eastern Pennsylvania Conference. I move 
that we adjourn in time to give the committees time for their work. 

Seconded. 

Calls for the Arion Quartet. 

The quartet sang, “Oh, happy day that fixed my choice.” 

Announcements were then made by chairmen of different com- 
mittees. 

The motion to adjourn was carried, and the benediction was pro- 
nounced by Rev. J. R. King, of West Africa Conference. 


FOURTH DAY—AFTERNOON SESSION. 


Bishop Mathews presiding. Monpay, May 15, 1905, 2:00 P. M. 
Devotional services conducted by Professor Ruebush, of Virginia 
Conference, and song-service by Rev. A. R. Ayres, of Pennsylvania 
Conference. 

After song No. 62, “Sing them over again to me,”. Rev. Geo. P. 
Hott, of Virginia Conference, led in prayer. This was followed by 
singing No. 23, “Glory Gates.” 

The scriptural reading was eighteen verses from the thirteenth 
chapter of I. Corinthians. This was followed by prayer by Rev. W. O. 
Fries, of Sandusky Conference. 

Devotional services closed with song No. 226, “Leaning on the Ever- 
lasting Arms.” ; 

Tur Presipinc Bisuor. Is there any miscellaneous business to be 
presented at this time? 

Rev. J. W. Scuortep, of Ontario Conference. The memorial pre- 
sented from the Ontario Conference was referred to’ the committee, 
and I think there has been no committee appointed to which this 
should be referred. 


16 
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The Missionary Secretary made a recommendation that a special 
committee be appointed to consider this case. I believe that a com- 
mittee has not been appointed, or there was no announcement made. 

Dr. D. W. Sprinkie, of East Ohio Conference. We have been 
waiting for that, the Committee on Missions, and you shall have a 
very loving, tender invitation to meet with us at the next time. 

Tue Presipine Bisuor. Is there any other business of a miscel- 
laneous character? If not, we will proceed, I think, to the considera- 
tion of the report of this committee. ‘ 

Is the Committee on Boundaries, No. 10, ready to report 4 

Rev. J. T. Roserts, of White River Conference. I believe it is 
ready, 

Rev. H. W. Truestoop, of Northern Illinois Conference. Yes, we 
are ready. 

Dr. Trueblood then read the report. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON BOUNDARIES. 


Allegheny—Unchanged, except “ern” be taken from Eastern in the 
fourth line frum bottom. 

Arkansas Valley—Boundary unchanged. Call it Southwest Kansas. 

California—Unchanged. 

Colorado—Unchanged. 

Columbia River—Unchanged. 

Des Moines—Unchanged. 

Hast Nebraska—Unchanged. 

‘A ee Ohto—Boundary unchanged: Cut out the words “Northwest 

10. 

East Tennessee—Unchanged. 

Bastern Pennsylvania—Boundary unchanged. Call it “East Penn- 
sylvania.” 

Erie—Unchanged. The enabling act following the boundary be 
taken off, which reads, “An enabling act is hereby passed permitting 
Erie and Ontario Conferences to unite during the next four years, 
should both conferences agree.to such an arrangement.” 

Germany—Unchanged. 

Georgia—Embraces the States of Georgia and Florida. 

fi linois—Boundary. unchanged, but an enabling act is hereby passed 
permitting Illinois and Northern Tlinois conferences to unite during 
the nest four years, should both conferences agree to such an arrange- 
ment. 

Indiana—Unchanged. 

Iowa—Unchanged. ~* 

Japan—Unchanged. 
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Kentucky—Embraces all the State of Kentucky, except Covington 
and Newport, which belong to Miami Conference. 

Louisiana—Embraces the States of Louisiana, Mississippi, and Ala- 
bama. 

Lower Wabash—Place Allenville church, in Coles County, in the 
bounds of Northern Illinois Conference, In the sixth line from the 
top change “Indianapolis, Decatur & Springfield R. R.” to its present 
name, Cincinnati, Hamilton & Dayton R. R. Lewis Circuit to be in 
this conference. 

Miami—Boundary unchanged. Strike out the words, “Northwest 
Ohio” in the second line from the top, page 145. 

Michigan—Unchanged. 

Minnesota—Embraces all of the State of Minnesota. Strike out 
“also Faulk, Spink, Deuel, Grant, and Coddington counties, in South 
Dakota.” 

Missouri—Unchanged. 

Neosho—Beginning at the northeast corner of Linn County, Kan- 
sas, thence west to the west line of Chautauqua County, thence south 
along said line to Arkansas River, thence down said river to the east 
line of Indian Territory, thence north along said line and east line of 
Kansas to the place of beginning. The territory of the “New South” 
is placed with other conferences. 

Northeast Kansas—Unchanged. 

Northern Illinois—In the third line from the bottom, after the 
word “beginning,” insert “and to include Allenville in Coles County.” 
Change Chicago & Illinois R. R. to Chicago & Eastern Mlinois R. ve 
Otherwise unchanged. 

North Nebraska—To include all the State of South Dakota. The 
lines otherwise to remain unchanged. 

Northwest Kansas—Boundary unchanged. In fourth line from top 
change Arkansas Valley to Southwest Kansas. 

Ohio German—Unchanged. 

Oklahoma—Unchanged. . 

Ontario—Embraces all the provinces of Ontario, Manitoba, and 
northwest provinces and territories. 

Oregon—Unchanged. 

Pennsylvania—Unchanged. 

Sandusky—Boundary unchanged. Strike out the enabling act fol- 
lowing the boundary. 

Southeast Ohio—Boundary unchanged. In ninth line from the top 
strike out “Northwest Ohio.” 

St. Joseph—Unchanged, except “Including Adamsville and Kes- 
ington appointments.” 

West Tennessee—Unchanged. 

Upper Wabash—Unchanged.  ° x 

Virginia—Unchanged. 

West Africa—Unchanged. 
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West Nebraska—Unchanged. 

West Virginta—Unchanged. ‘ 

White River—Unchanged, except insert “Wabash” in second line 
from bottom after Kokomo. 

Wisconsin—Unchanged. 

MISSION DISTRICTS. 

Chickamauga—Unchanged. An enabling act is hereby passed per- 
mitting them to become a conference during this quadrennium. 

China—Unchanged. 

Respectfully submitted, 


J.T. Roperts, Chairman. 
H. W. Truesxoop, Secretary. 


Rey. H. Deat, of Minnesota Conference. I move its adoption. 

Seconded. 

Rey. S. W. Keister, of Allegheny Conference. I move to amend 
by saying that the report shall be printed so that we can see what we 
have. 

Seconded. 

This amendment was agreed to and the report was ordered printed. 

Rey. J. B. Wyanpt, of East Ohio Conference. There is one little 
error in that report which should be corrected before it is printed. It 
oceurred in connection with the announcement of the boundary of 
East Ohio. They recommend that “Northwest” be cut out. We 
haven’t any “Northwest” in East Ohio at all. That belongs some- 
where else. 

Tuer Presipinc Bisnor. I presume that the committee can correct 
that. ' 

Tue Preswine Bisuor. I have the pleasure of introducing to the 
Conference a minister and a citizen whose name has gone through 
all our United States, and over all the seas, and whose name has be- 
come a household word among United Brethren, Dr. Washington 
Gladden, president of the National Council of Congregational 
Churches of the United States and Canada. 

The Conference rises and greets’ him. 

Dr. WasHiIncton Guappen. . Mr. Chairman and brethren: You have 
given me altogether too much honor. My jurisdiction does not ex- 
tend beyond the United States. I am not quite sure whether it covers 
the whole of this country, and it is-a very limited jurisdiction, as you 
very well know, The office which I have the honor to hold is an office 
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which conveys no power; I am simply a sort of errand boy who goes 
about from one group to another with good wishes and good words, 
and I come to you burdened with the same message, 

I think we Congregationalists arrived in Kansas a little sooner 
than you did. We came pretty early with our Bibles and Sharps rifles 
and took possession here in the early days, but, as I learn, the United 
Brethren have come since in large force, and I am not quite sure that 
they have not already outstripped us so far as numbers are concerned 
in this great State. It is a good place, however, for Congregational- 
ism and United Brethrenism to meet. There was good seed planted 
here in good soil in the early days and watered with blood and tears, 
and they and we who are living to-day, both of the Congregationalist 
and United Brethren churches, are reaping where others have sown. 
I wish you all success with your work in this State and in all the 
noble work that you are doing. 

I have nothing further to say, Mr. Chairman, than to thank you 
brethren for this very kind respect. [Applause. ] 

Tur Presipinc BisHor. I have the pleasure of intraducing to the 
Conference Bishop W. M. Stanford, of Pennsylvania, representing 
the United Evangelical Church, who will speak a word at this time. 

The Conference rises and greets him. 

Bisuor Sranrorp. Brethren, it does me a great deal of good to meet 
you for the first time in my life, and possibly for the last time in my 
life. What I have to say regarding our church, as their representa- 
tive, will be withheld until to-morrow. To-day I simply say, Greeting 
and God bless you. [Applause.] 

Tue Presipinc Bisnor. I have the joyful privilege of introducing 
to this Conference Chancellor Stevens, of Kansas City, Missouri, 
representing the Methodist Protestant Church. 

The audience rises and greets him. 

CHANCELLOR Stevens. It certainly gives me great pleasure on be- 
half of the Methodist Protestant Church to bear you the greetings 
of that denomination. It gives me great pleasure to meet with United 
Brethren, and I hope that ere long we shall all be United Brethren 
indeed. [Great Applause. ] 

Dr. TruesLoop. I wish to call attention to the boundary report. 
Page 142 of the Discipline reads, “Thence north along the eastern 
boundary of Sandusky or Northwest Ohio.” I thought the “Northwest 
Ohio” surplusage, and therefore recommend its being taken out. 
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Rey. J. D. Wyanpt, of East Ohio Conference. It is good to have a 
Discipline to follow at times. . ; 

Rey. J. R. Cuamsers, of Neosho Conference. I wish to ask Brother 
Trueblood if he changed that “T” to “I.” We have no “Tinn” County 
in this State. 

Dr. TruEeBLoop. It is changed. 

Rey. A. P. FunxuHousmr, of Virginia Conference. The Committee © 
on Order of Business has a report to make at any time. 

Tue Presiping Bisnor. We will hear the report of the Committee 
on Order of Business. 

S. E. Kumurr, of Miami Conference, secretary of said committee, 
reported as follows: 


The Committee on Order of Business beg to recommend the follow- 
ing in the order named: 

No. 19, Young People’s Societies. 

No. 17, Government of the Church. 

No. 12, Sunday Schools. 

No. 16, Courses of Ministerial Study. 

No. 7, Church Erection. 

No. 28, Memoirs, Tuesday, the 16th inst., at 3:00 p. M. 


S. E. Kumurr, Secretary. 
Report approved. 
The report of Committee No. 17, on Government of the Church, 
was called for, and Rev. G. W. Sherrick, secretary, read the report. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT OF THE CHURCH. 


We, your Committee on Government of the Church (Chapter V. of 
Discipline) beg leave to report as follows: 

In our study of this chapter, and in our consideration of the various 
matters brought by memorial and personal request to our attention, 
we have endeavored to keep in view the history of the Church and the 
recognized distinctive principles of our Church polity. In the recom- 
mendations made and the disciplinary changes suggested we have had 
a united and zealous care to preserve the popular basis of church goy- 
ernment both in the local church and in the method of constituting 
the law-making body, and hence have left on the table the proposi- 
tions looking to the appointment of class leaders and the election of 
members of the General Conference by the annual conferences. We 
recommend the following changes in Chapter V., page 29, Section ale 
paragraph 1: Strike out the words “or congregation” in the first line, 
making it read, “A local church of the United Brethren in Christ. 
Also strike out the words “or congregation” at the end of paragraph 
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2, in the same section, making it read, “The word ‘class’ ” shall denote 
only a section of the local church. 

In the first paragraph, between the word “minister” and the word 
“of,” in the third line, insert the words “or missionary.” It will then 
read, “Any authorized ministry or missionary of the denomination.” 

Page 30, Section IL., paragraph 3: Amend by adding the words “or 
arrange for some one else to do so,” making it read, “He shall visit 
them and labor with them as circumstances may require, or arrange 
for some one else to do so.” 

A section entitled “Church Deacon” shall be added to this chapter 
as Section IV., as follows: “Every church may have one or more 
deacons, who shall be elected annually by a vote of the church. The 
duties of a deacon shall be to collect funds for the needy, as provided 
in Section II., sub-section 15, of the Discipline under ‘Duties of 
Members, and disburse the same under the direction of the official 
board, or, where the local church board is not organized, under the 
direction of the pastor.” 

Page 31, Section III., paragraph 6, entitled “Church Clerk,” shall 
constitute Section V. of this chapter. 

Page 31, Section IV., shall be changed to Section VI. Page 33, 
same section, paragraph 10, entitled “Review by Quarterly Confer- 
ence,” shall be numbered 11 of the section, and the following shall be 
inserted as paragraph 10: “The official board may appoint an execu- 
tive council, of which the pastor shall be chairman to act for the 
church in matters committed to them.” 

Page 33, Section V., of the chapter shall be numbered VII., and in 
paragraph 1, lines 14 and 15, the words, “all treasurers of Ladies’ Aid 
societies, Woman’s Missionary societies, Young People’s societies, and 
Sabbath schools,” shall be stricken out. It shall then read (see Disci- 
pline). 

In paragraph 10 of the same section insert the word “may” between 
the words “and” and “arrange,” in the third line, and strike out the 
words “as the quarterly conference may direct,” in the fourth and 
fifth lines. It will then read, “It shall renew the license of exhorters 
and quarterly conference preachers annually if they are found worthy 
and may arrange a plan for local preachers to preach regularly at 
stated places.” ~ 

Page 36, Section VI., shall be numbered Section VIII. Amend 
paragraph 1 of this section by inserting after the word “choice,” in the 
sixth line, the words, “and an alternate shall be elected at the same 
time and in like manner.” It will then read, “And one layman from 
each charge in the conference, who shall be elected by ballot at the 
third or last session of the quarterly conference in the year, a majority 
of all the votes cast being necessary to a choice; and an alternate shall 
be elected at the same time and in like manner.” 

Page 38, Section VIL., shall be Section IX. Strike out paragraph 
2, entitled “Conference Representation,” and insert the following in 
its stead: vi 
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“The annual conference shall be represented in the General Confer- 
ence according to the following ratios: All conferences having less 
than two thousand members shall be entitled to two delegates, one 
ministerial and one lay; two thousand and less than four thousand, 
two ministers and two lay; four thousand and less than eight thou- 
sand, three ministerial and three lay; eight thousand and less than 
fourteen thousand, four ministerial and four lay; over fourteen thou- 
sand, five ministerial and five lay. (Estimate, 226.) 

Page 39, paragraph 7, of the same section, strike out the words “in 
the month,” in the fourth line, and insert the words, “between the first 
and fifteenth.” It will then read, “Shall be held invariably between 
the first and fifteenth of November.” 

Page 39. To paragraph 8 of the same section add the words, “pro- 
vided that only members of the Church who have reached the age of 
fourteen years shall be entitled to vote at this election.” It will then 
read, “A meeting of the members of said church for the purpose of 
casting their ballot for delegates to represent them in the General 
Conference, provided that only members of the Church who have 
reached the age of fourteen years shall be entitled to vote at this 
election.” Respectfully submitted, 

Wo. FE. Scnery, Chairman. 
C. S. JoHnson. 
G. P. Mackin. 
G. W. SHErRRICK. 
J. A. F. Kine. 
Cuas. F. Koon. 
« W. A. Lurz. 


On motion of Rev. J. I. L. Ressler, of Allegheny Conference, the 
report ‘was ordered printed. 

Rev. D. W. Srrarron, of Michigan Conference. I have learned 
since coming in that the report on churches, parsonages, ete., has been 
called for. I will simply say that that report is ready. 

Tue Presipinc BisHor. We will hear it before the afternoon closes. 
We have some special business now before us. J 

Tue Presipinac BisHop. We have now reached the time for the 
special order of the day. Mrs. Witt and Mrs. Harford will please 
come forward, 

These ladies came to the platform and were seated. 

Tue Presipine Bisuor. I have the pleasure of introducing to the 
Conference Mrs. B. F. Witt, Corresponding Secretary of the Woman’s 
Missionary Association, who will now read the quadrennial report of 
that Association. 
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SEVENTH QUADRENNIAL REPORT OF THE WOMANS MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION. 


To the Bishops and Delegates of the General Conference of the 
United Brethren in Christ. 

A recent writer says: “As the new age of missions moves toward 
the final goal, more and more does Christian womanhood come to the 
front. More than one-third of the entire force in the foreign field are 
women. At home, women’s organizations, the. outgrowth of the last 
quarter of a century, have had an increase so rapid, an influence so 
wide, and an impulse so forceful, that no other agency compares with 
them in value and virtue. They have created and scattered leaflets 
on missions, stimulated consecration of home life, trained up a new 
generation of self-devoted missionaries, and kept up a constant ad- 
vance of gifts to the Lord. To the increased activity of these women, 
who still follow the Master and minister to him of their substance, is 
mainly owing the decided advance of missionary enterprise during 
the thirty years past. We may well thank God that, after the cen- 
turies being kept in background, Christian womanhood is finding its 
true sphere of work, and wielding its golden scepter of influence. 
Missions have shown the normal status of woman in the church and 
in the world.” ' 

We are profoundly grateful that we are a part of this body of women 
who have yielded to the call of the Master for this added, special serv- 
ice, which has not only given a little impetus to the work so dear to 
his heart, but has broadened our minds and hearts, and has lifted us 
out of the narrow circle of our daily living, and enabled us to reach 
out to that uttermost part of the earth. We are more to you in the 
home and in the Church because of this enlarged horizon. We recog- 
nize that it would not have been possible if you had not so heartily 
and generously given us your blessing and support, and we wish to 
thank you, and to assure you that we hope never to betray the trust 
reposed in wus. 

We are under obligation to our worthy Publishing Agent for many 
favors, and not least for our present pleasant quarters, well adapted 
to our work, and to all whom it is our daily privilege to meet in con- 
nection with office affairs, for uniform courtesy and kindliness. 

The four years past have not been without their fruitfulness, and 
we come to bring you some record of what has been wrought, yet we 
bow our heads in shame that it has been so little. 

A brief review of the quadrennium shows as follows: 

New missionaries sent out to Africa, 13; to China, 5; to the Philip- 
pines, 6, with 8 returned to their fields, and at the present date we 
have 11 under appointment. 

The growth of the Woman’s Evangel has been steady, though not 
rapid. This year was its best, the largest issue being 5,500, and the 
average 5,209. It has paid all of its expenses, including salary of 
editor, and has a small amount to its credit, but it is not issued to 


249 


TWENTY-FOURTH GENERAL CONFERENCE 


make money, rather as a lever to raise money, and as a link between 
the women of the Occident and the women of the Orient. I am glad 
to note these recent words from the Secretary of the General Board 
of our Church: “All the missionary societies find it absolutely neces- 
sary to publish a magazine or periodical under their own control.” 
Is not this a reason for the existence of the Evangel? Increase in 
circulation appeals to us, how to reach the masses uninterested; some- 
how the cause of missions is slow to get upon our hearts. 

It was unanimously agreed at our annual session, just closed, that 
our Association is not ready for so radical a change in so vital a mat- 
ter as the proposed control and publication of the organ of the Asso- 
ciation, and we desire that the Evangel remain unchanged in its 
present scope and management. 

“China. The reaction from the Boxer trouble was slow, and slowly 
our forces gathered together, and as they could began to move for- 
ward. A street chapel on Honam was soon opened, in addition to our 
other work, and five day-schools have been maintained with good suc- 
cess; so day by day the seed is sown. 

The boarding-school work has been very encouraging, the pupils 
now numbering 37, many of whom are Christians. 

In the medical department 53,445 cases have been treated during 
the quadrennium, bringing help to the body, and the evangelistic work 
accompanying has ministered to the soul. A number of Bible women 
have been regularly employed. The membership has grown from 58 
to 162, and 11 native workers have been added, making now 30 helpers. 

Work continues at San Tong, thirty miles east of Canton, and a 
new chapel has been built, and an adjoining town reached. 

South of Canton is a large district with an estimated population 
of three millions. Here we have six openings in charge of native 
workers, excepting at Siu Lam, where we have built a home and two of 
our missionaries are located. The stations are within easy reach, 
and there are openings for work all about. We hope to settle foreign 
missionaries soon in all of the large centers opened. 

Additional buildings in Canton have been found necessary, and a 
three-story physician’s residence on our own compound, and a boys’ 
school outside, are now in process of erection. It is hoped soon to 
develop some systematic training for native workers,.men and women. 
We have an open field in China, and trained native workers are needed 
quite as much as missionaries. : 

Africa. Our oldest station has felt new impetus in the union of the 
Freetown work, where we have now our mission home, church, and 
academy, all rented buildings. We ought to own property there. The 
opening of the school has been encouraging; pupils now number 33. 
The Mendi meetings, held in eight different places of the town, mean 
much to the natives and to our future Church, With this center, and 
an able superintendent, the work has pushed on into the interior. At 
Rotifunk a fine memorial church has been built; at Moyamba, a good 
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stone church; at Taiama, a mission residence, while a goodly number 
of native houses and chapels have been erected. The dispensary has 
been reopened. While we have not reports for the four years, this 
year, in the absence of the doctor on furlough, Mr. Judy treated 700 
cases, holding 80 services in the dispensary. We have now 8 organ- 
ized churches, with a membership of 209, 9 Sunday schools, and 11 
day-schools. Our force of native workers has grown to 22, and 17 
fields are occupied. Everything speaks advance compared with our 
best before the uprising, better buildings, better system, better train- 
ing, more workers, and the towns beyond are calling, “Give us the 
light.” 

Philippines. Much of the time during the quadrennium has been 
spent in attempts to open work in Manila, but it was finally decided ,to 
make a beginning in La Union Province, in the Ilocano country, and 
the present year has been one of great éncouragement. In a province 
fifty miles long and from ten to thirty miles wide, with a population 
of about 130,000, we have regular meetings held at 12 places, and have 
4 organized churches with a membership of 1382. A ehapel and 
mission-house combined has been built, and some native chapels. 
Other strong workers are under appointment, and it is hoped, with 
different centers, to systematically develop the work in the entire 
provinee, and to enter the adjoining one of Benguet. Our opportunity 
in the Philippines is the present; our obligation cannot be lightly 
turned aside. The Filipino is seeking the Bible and the missionary. 
Shall he seek in vain? The harvest is white. 

Summary. We have foreign missionaries in Africa, 12; in China, 
7; in the Philippines, 4; at home, 2; total, 25; under appointment, 11; 
ordained ministers, 9; medical, 2; native workers, 68; fields, 35. 
Property valuation, Africa, $16,252.80; China, $14,604.75; Philip- 
pines, $2,000; total, $32,857.55. We have an organization of 32 
Branches, comprising 538 local societies and bands, with a member- 
ship of 138,954. During the quadrennium we have gathered $101,- 
569.42, and since organization $413,490.07. 

It was the privilege of the Secretary to visit the foreign fields dur- 
ing the quadrennium, and to bring away much that can be known 
only by personal sight and touch, helping to better comprehension of 
conditions and needs. 

The degraded condition of the women and children of the Orient, 
bowed down with superstition, stirs our hearts, and we ask anew what 
ean we do that these other sheep of our Master’s may come, even in 
this generation, to hear of him, and, coming to him, may have their 
lives transformed. Surely with all the open doors everwhere must 
come great responsibility upon us, and we bespeak your continued 
help that in larger measure we may fulfill our obligations to these sis- 
ters of ours for whom Christ died, but to whom the message has not 
come. 

You will remember that at first our only expectation was to help a 
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little in the schools at the stations already opened by our General 
Missionary Board, but you urged us to independent work, and now, 
after thirty years, we have not only our joint work in Africa, but two 
distinct fields, one in China, with a goodly number of stations, but 
with no complete organization, and one in the Philippines, with four 
organized churches. 

These ought to be recognized as a part of the mission work of our 

Church, and we ask that the General Conference define the relations 
of our Association and of these fields to the General Conference, and 
outline some policy by which they shall be governed in harmony with 
the usages of our Church, but not disturbing the present plan of or- 
ganization of the Woman’s Missionary Association or its control of 
funds. Faithfully, Mrs. B. F. Wirt, Secretary. 


BisHop Mirus. First, I wish to move that this report go to the 
proper committee, the Committee on Missions. 

Seconded, and was so referred. 

BisHop Mitts. I offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, That we are delighted to listen to the report of the 
Woman’s. Missionary Association, just read by Mrs. B. F. Witt, and 
that we are greatly pleased over the progress of the work of missions 
in their hands. We assure these noble women of our entire confidence 
and our good wishes and prayers that God’s richest blessing may al- 
ways attend their efforts to advance his kingdom. 

J. S. Mints. 


J. H. Snyper. 

The resolution was unanimously adopted. 

Tue Presipinc BisHor. I have found in these few moments the 
sweetest memories crowding upon me. I remembered that the one 
who read that report was once a distinguished and helpful parishioner 
of mine, whom I learned to love and admire; and then I remembered 
that, in 1865, at least at that time I formed the acquaintance of the 
second president of the Woman’s Missionary Association, the sainted 
and queenly woman who is up yonder, and aye, here, is close to us this 
afternoon, Mrs. Haywood, whom we all loved dearly; and then it was 
my pleasure to be at Westfield, Tlinois, when the successor of Mrs. 
Haywood was elected, in the midst of a veritable Pentecost that came 
down upon all hearts-and upon all spirits together, my teacher in 
Otterbein University, whom we all loved and who commanded our 
hearts and our lives and overshadowed us with her sweet spirit, Mrs. 
L, K. Miller. God bless her spirit at this moment, her life; and now 
at this moment I sit at the side of one who was my associate in the 
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schoolroom, in her home in Westerville, and other places in the sweetest 
fellowship years ago, and then she was my distinguished and helpful 
parishioner when I was pastor of one of the churches in Dayton, 
Ohio, and was for twelve years editor of the Woman’s Evangel; and 
at the recent meeting at Holton I understand that she was elected to 
succeed our beloved, queenly woman, Mrs. L. K. Miller, and so 
T have the exquisite, for I have no other word better than that word, 
exquisite pleasure of introducing to you the new president of the 
Woman’s Missionary Association, daughter of a sainted,’ glorified 
minister, a queenly woman, who is true in her very soul to all the 
interests of the United Brethren Church and. to the advancement~of 
the kingdom of Jesus Christ in the earth. I have the pleasure of in- 
troducing Mrs. Harford, of Omaha, who will now speak some words to 
you. 

Mrs. L. R. Harrorp, of Omaha, Nebraska. Dear brethren and sis- 
ters of the General Conference: I can scarcely express my feelings at 
this time, as I have been so graciously introduced to you by Bishop 
Mathews in the connection in which I appear before you to-day. Here- 
tofore in the history of the Woman’s Missionary Association the 
chariot has called for the predecessor, Mrs. Sowers, the beloved woman 
of the many who knew her, who was the inspiration of the organiza- 
tion, saying at the time when it was felt that the women of our Church 
were not ready for the step, “Other churches can do their work, but we 
must do ours,” and so she was the inspiration of those who first started 
the organization; and then in her decease, the dear Mrs. Haywood, who 
had been a teacher to many, who had stood for education and stood 
high in our church as a strong, intellectual woman, succeeded to the 
presidency; and when she was translated, the mantle fell upon Mrs. 
Miller, whom I think every one of us loves to revere and recall and to 
speak words in her praise. 

A beautiful letter was read at our organization at Holton, speaking 
of the infirmities that have come upon her, making it, as she thought, 
her duty to decline the responsibility, and asking that she be relieved; 
and then the mantle fell upon another. I said to our sisters 
there, that whatever strength there was for me in the future should 
be given to this work, and whatever of ability has come from expe- 
rience in connection with the work, shall be dedicated to the best in- 
terests and to the enlargement and growth of this work. In the many 
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years, at the times of organization, as I have had to recall very often 
since I have been here, as I have met friends from all over the coun- 
try, from the Pacific Ocean to the Atlantic, bringing to mind the 
times when I have been at their homes, I am reminded to-day of the 
constant courtesy of the bishops, the general Church officers, and 
ministers from one end of the Church to the other, as I have tried in 
the past to do the work of organizing; and I wish again, as I have ex- 
“pressed it before, to thank you all personally for what you have done 
for me in opening up the way, in making it easy for us to go on with 
our work; and I ask, and I have no reason to expect anything else, 
that the same courtesy and encouragement as was expressed by this 
resolution will be for the future, and, as IT have been thinking of what 
might be done for our Association, I have wondered how it has been. 
I think there is no church anywhere that is so liberal with regard to 
its attitude toward women as the United Brethren Church, and I 
have asked myself how it is, why it is, that in the one hundred years 
of our experience women have not had the responsibilities laid upon 
them in any of our boards, or any of our larger work for the 
Church; and the only answer I can get is, aS Was expressed by our 
Corresponding Secretary’s report, that the work of the Woman’s 
Missionary Association has given woman her normal place in church 
work. Our women are enjoying, as a rule, the highest place of woman- 
hood in the world, and that is in the home, the home life. The queen — 
of the home is the highest position that woman can attain to, and 
she desires no other; but in that home, and in that place, she has been 
able to take part, through the Woman’s Missionary Association, in 
the evangelization of the world; and so the 
is, that it is her normal place. 

We have been granted large liberties in the past history of the 
Church, so far as our Association is concerned, and I believe that the 
women have been true to the Church, and have not in any way done 
anything that would violate the confidence that has been reposed in 
them; and I think I know the women of the Church well enough to 
say that whatever the future shal] be, it will be that of loyalty to serve 
the best interests of this Church we so much love. The past quad- 
rennium, as was referred to by our Secretary, has shown an advance 
step in our work, that of uniting our forces in a general way in 
Africa. Because our women have had the money, and the opportunity 


answer, as it comes to me, 
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has opened up, they have gone into some fields where the general 
Church was not working; and, as we have heard by the Secretary’s 
report, the time has come when we need to be organized. I have 
thought, especially since last night, and since I have known that the 
debt of the General Board has been paid, and IJ have had a vision, and 
it is that this Church will rise now to her opportunity and give such 
amounts for the work of foreign missions that we shall see such 
progress as we have not seen in the past fifty years, in a very few com- 
ing years. [Great applause.] And I have a vision of enough money 
in the treasury, enough young men and young women who are now 
preparing, consecrating themselves to the work on foreign fields, that 
there shall be enough money in the treasury that we may as a Church 
send our dozens of missionaries instead of the one, two, or three that 
we have sent in the past [voices, Amen], and that in the very near 
future the General Board will send its representatives to China, and 
begin very strong, efficient work there, stronger than the women have 
been able to do, and they can so work in that land as we have in other 
places; and then that vision also reverts to the time when there shall 
be work in Japan among the girls and among the women that the 
women of this Church will want to take hold of, and will want to 
support, and there will be another union in that field. [Great ap- 
plause. | 

And then I believe that the time is coming when all together we shall 
project large things in low, benighted places that have not yet been 
touched with the religion of our Lord Jesus Christ. .[ Voices. Amen.] 
It does not take a prophet for that; that is only the legitimate out- 
come of the relief from the debt on the Church and the outcome of 
the sowing of the seed that has been done by our Woman’s Missionary 
Association in our homes, and through the children, and in our 
schools, by the dissemination of missionary intelligence. It is only the 
natural outcome, the fruitage of which has been sown in past years, 
and I congratulate the young men and young women of our Church 
to-day that they may have a hand in reaping a great and mighty har- 
vest in the very near future, and I wish I could put inspiration and 
courage into the hearts of those who have been out in the field and 
have come back, that they may have scores of helpers to go out; and 
the beautiful thing of it all is, that which was in our hearts thirty 
years ago, and which how many times I have proposed, and how many 


255. 


TWENTY-FOURTH GENERAL CONFERENCE 


times I said all over the Church, “This Church will not be doing her 
duty until every congregation has its missionary abroad as well as its 
pastor at home.” [Applause.] 

That time is here in such large numbers of congregations, and 
schools, and organizations that are doing this work, that it seems to 
me we must only be true to the opportunities, true to the young peo- 
ple who have by prayer given themselves upon the altar of God for 
this work, and gone forth in his name to greater victories than ever 
before. Brethren, the work that the women have done is not all they 
can do. It is not all that they ought to do. I asked at our Board 
meeting how many Branch presidents were present, and they stood. 
I said, “How many of you can report a perfect organization of the 
Woman’s Missionary Association for every church in your confer- 
ence?” and not one could do it; and so there is a great field yet. We 
have somehow, it seems to me, been resting for just a while; but I 
believe that the time is coming when what we have done will be as but 
a small part of what we can do together with you in the great work of 
spreading the gospel to the ends of the earth, and I beg your prayers 
and your interests and your advice. The Woman’s Missionary Asso- 
ciation is abundantly able to stand its share in anything that you 
may dictate in regard to work and help in this great field. 

I thank you most earnestly for this opportunity of saying these few 
words. I wish they might be stronger, but I want to say that I ap- 
preciate it more than I ean tell you. [Applause.] 

The Arion Quartet was called for at this point, and sang “The Sure 
Refuge.” 

Rey. A. P. Funxnouser, of Virginia Conference. The Committee 
on Rules thought they had brought to you every rule necessary to pro- 
vide against hasty action or the consideration of matters out of their 
order. In looking over, we found, upon an occasion or two, nothing 
that would cover the case. We supposed that Rule No. 24 provided for 
every contingency, and I rise to offer for the action of this body an- 
other one, and I have numbered it, for convenience, Rule 34, “Any 
motion introduced proposing any important action by this Conference 
shall be referred, without debate, to the proper committee, and shall 
be disposed of by that committee or in the consideration of its re- 
port.” : 

Now, Mr. Chairman, we are likely to be carried away, by the 
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sway of impulse or without proper consideration, to take such hasty 
action as we probably would not do if we had these matters before 
us for a longer time. We have had, on two or three occasions here, 
matters which have caused us some embarrassment, when; if we could 
have referred to such a rule as this, every one would have felt, at the 
conclusion of the matter, that it had gone off as it should go, and the 
action of the Conference would be in proper form. 

This rule was adopted as No. 34. 

THE Presipine Bisnor. Will that be printed, or how will you at- 
tach that to the rules? 

Rev. A. P. Funkuousrer. It would be very convenient to have it 
printed, but I suppose we will all remember it as we have had this 
impressed upon us in several instances in the last few days. 

Tue Presipine BisHor. I would say that I would request the com- 
mittee to watch any violations. 

Rey. A. P. Funxnouser. It will relieve the chair’s embarrassment; 
the chair will at once dispose of it and the committee will bring it 
back to you. 

Rey. J. H. Hinton, of Neosho Conference. The negative of this 
was not taken. It strikes me that there was not half of this delegation 
voted. 

Tue Presipinc BisHop. Those favoring the adoption of this Rule 
No. 34 will raise their hands. Those opposing, like sign. 

It was adopted and so ordered. 

Tue Presipinc BisHop. When I studied law they told.me it was not 
necessary to do more, but we can do more than necessary to be safe. 

The report of the Committee on Sunday Schools was called for, but 
reported not ready. Also the Committee on Course of Ministerial 
Study was reported not ready. 

Rey. W. I. Beatty, of Iowa Conference. I have a resolution which 
I would like to read. 


Wuereas, In consideration of the fact that no adequate arrange- 
ment exists for the maintenance of retiring ministers and officers of 
the Church, be it 

Resolved, 1. That a committee of five, with full power to act, be 
appointed by this General Conference, whose duty it shall be to thor- 
oughly investigate the methods used by other churches for this pur- 
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pose, and then to organize and set in motion such forces as will be 
necessary to secure the funds requisite for this purpose. 
9. That Hon. Matt Edmonds be the chairman of this committee. 

W. I. Beatty. 
Wo. M. Bett. 
Hervin U. Roop. 
Mrs. FRED GIESLER. 
M. R. Drury. 
J. L. Grimm. 


Tue Presiping Bisnop. What is your pleasure with reference to 
this paper ? 

Rey. D. W. SprInKLE, of East Ohio Conference. Perhaps it belongs 
to you, Mr. Chairman, to assign it to its proper location. 

Tue Presipinc Bisuop. We can refer it. 

Rey. Geo. Miuuer, of Des Moines Conference. I have a paper here 
that I would like to offer as a substitute for that resolution. 


I. PRELUDE. 


There shall be organized and maintained by the General Conference 
a society for the relief of superannuated, worn out, and afflicted min- 
isters of the gospel and their wives and children of the Church of the 
United Brethren in Christ. 
Il. NAME. 
This Society shall be called the Preachers’ Aid Society of the 
Church of the United Brethren in Christ. 


II. OFFICERS. 


The officers of this society shall consist of five Directors, three 
ministers and two laymen, a Secretary and Treasurer, the Directors 
and Secretary to be elected by the General Conference. The officers 
and directors shall constitute a Board of Managers, who shall meet 
immediately after their election and organize by electing a President 
and Vice-President. The Corresponding Secretary shall be Recording 
Secretary of the Board. 


IV. DUTIES OF OFFICERS. 


1. The President shall preside at all meetings of the Board and 
shall have power in conjunction with the Secretary and two directors 
to call special meetings. In the absence of the President, the Vice- 
President shall preside. 

2. The Corresponding Secretary shall keep a record of the pro- 
ceedings of the Board, conduct its correspondence, and devote himself 
to the work of securing funds and attending to the interests of the 
Society, as the Board may direct. He shall publish annual and quad- 
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rennial reports of the work of the ‘Society. The General Conference 
shall fix the salary of the Secretary. < ; 

3. The Board of Managers shall hold annual meetings. They shall 
appoint an Executive Committee of their own number, make by-laws 
to regulate its business not in conflict with the Discipline, appropriate 
money for incidental expenses, and pension those entitled to the same. 
It shall be the duty of the Board of Managers, in case of vacancy in 
the office of Secretary, to appoint his successor, who shall serve until 
the following General Conference. 


V. AUXILIARY BOARD. 


Each annual conference shall appoint an Auxiliary Board of Di- 
rectors, through which all applications for pension shall be made. The 
Auxiliary Board shall examine carefully each application for pension 
and certify the same to the Secretary of the Parent Board, together 
with the degree of disability, age, etc., whether male, female, or child. 


VI. FUNDS—HOW SECURED. 


Each annual conference shall make a judicious apportionment to 
each field of labor for the benefit of this fund; also, each person in the 
active ministry shall pay into this fund the sum of five dollars per 
annum. All money so collected, and all donations and bequests se- 
cured for preachers’ aid, except individual donations, shall go to the 
Parent Board. The money paid to ministerial aid by the Publishing 
House shall go to this annual fund. 

The Treasurer shall receipt for all money sent him by the several 
annual conference treasurers, and from all other sources. The Gen- 
eral Church Treasurer shall be the Treasurer of this fund. 


VU. QUALIFICATIONS OF APPLICANTS.- 


Any person receiving a pension under this rule must be a minister 
of the gospel in good standing in the Church of the United Brethren 
in Christ, and have been engaged in active pastoral work not less 
than five years, except in the case of widows and children, and at the 
time of application under this rule must be in part or in whole dis- 
abled from the performance of ministerial work, by sickness, old age, 
or other unavoidable circumstances. 

Widows receiving a pension under this rule must show that they 
are the wives of ministers of the gospel of the Church of the United 
Brethren in Christ, in good standing in the Church. 

Children must be under the age of sixteen years and dependent upon 
the widowed mother or themselves for support and education. 


VIII. DISTRIBUTION. 
1. All applications shall be forwarded by the Conference Auxiliary 
Board to the General Secretary at Dayton, Ohio, and by him filed in 
the order of receipt. 
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2. The Secretary shall fix a day in each month for the examination 
of all claims on file and continue until all are examined. He shall 
notify the Executive Committee of the time and place of meeting. 
The day of the month should be the same, as nearly as may be, from 


month to month. 
3. The Secretary shall forward by check all allowances each month 


to pensioners, and notify all claimants whose applications have been 
disallowed. The Secretary shall also furnish proper blanks for appli- 
cation to each conference board. 


Rev. L. W. Srauu, of Allegheny Conference. I suppose under the 
rule just adopted these papers would go to the committee ? 

Tue Presipinc Bisuor. I think they should go to the Committee on 
Government of the Church. 

Rev. L. W. Sraut. There was no committee for that, and I was 
going to move that these papers be referred to a special committee. 

Rey. M. R. Drury, of Iowa Conference. Would not the Committee 
on Ministry of the Church take charge of a matter of this kind? I 
move the reference of both of these papers to the Committee on Min- 
istry of the Church. 

Seconded. 

They were so referred. 

Rev. A. P. Funxuouser, of Virginia Conference. I would like to 
ask a question which seems to me pertinent: What is the use of mak- 
ing an order of business if these committees are simply asking for a 
continuance? We are now to Monday, and almost ready for ad- 
journment. Before you begin your elections three or four of these 
reports must not only be made, but must be considered and acted 
upon. When made, under the rule they lay over a day, and you will 
be facing the necessity of postponing your elections, and therefore 
postponing the time for the adjournment of the Conference, simply 
from the fact that they are not ready to report. Now it seems to me 
they. can get ready to report, if it takes all day or all night. The 
motion I desire to make is that we do now adjourn and ‘instruct the 
commitees to be ready Tuesday morning to make any reports called 
for. 

Seconded. 

Rev. J. R. Cuampers, of Neosho Conference. The Committee on 
Formulas is ready to be acted upon, is it not? : 

Tue Presipine BisHor. There is a motion to adjourn, unless you 
vote it down. , 


260 


“UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 


Rev. J. Sumoys, of St. Joseph Conference. I would like to announce 
that Committee No. 14, on Ministry of the Church, will meet imme- 
diately after adjournment. 

Tur Preswing BisHor. Those favoring adjournment will raise 
their hand. Those opposing, like sign. We are not adjourned. Let 
us proceed with regular business. 

Rev. J. R. Cuampers, of Neosho Conference. I want to call your 
attention to one thing—the first recommendation in the Committee 
on Formula’s report. A good, wise printer has seen fit to insert two 
words that the committee never put there—“in Discipline.” I know 
it was not on the manuscript, and it don’t belong there. Strike off 
these two words, “in Discipline.” 

Tur Presipinc Bisnop. Do I understand that the committee made 
its report, and it is printed and ready for consideration? If so, we 
will proceed with the consideration. 

Dr. D. R. Mutter. To relieve the Committee on Order of Business 
from embarrassment, and to prepare us for consideration of certain 
reports to-morrow morning that ought to be heard, I move you, sir, 
that the reports that have been deferred be placed in the hands of the 
printers without being reported here in advance, and that they be 
presented by the committee in printed form. 

Rev. A. P. Funxuouser, of Virginia Conference. I second the mo- : 
_ tion, but I simply rise to a question of propriety, if that will expedite 
business; further, it is the proper thing to do. Our rules provide that 
after presenting to Conference they must lie over a day. 

Tue Presipinc Bisuor. The point is well taken, but the motion is 
out of order. If you desire to do that, all you have to do is to move to 
suspend ‘the rules and have your reports sent to the printer and 
printed, and then you are ready to act upon them. 

The rules were suspended, and Dr. Miller’s motion was adopted. 

It was then agreed to consider the report of the Committee on 
Formulas item by item, and Assistant Secretary Schaeffer then read 
the first item, as follows: 

1. We recommend that the Board of Bishops prepare a blank for 
the pastor’s annual report, and that the Publishing Agent print the 
same, and also the statistical chart to agree with it. 

Dr. Funk. The Board of Bishops prepared the present report and 
approved it in every particular. They revised it and considered it, 
and I do not know whether they have changed their opinion or not. 
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Rey. J. R. Coampers, of Neosho Conference. The Board of Bishops 
prepared the present report, but somehow or other when it went 
through the hands of the printer the chart and the report did not 
agree. What we want is that one shall agree with the other, so it 
will not get preachers all tangled up in making reports. 

Question called for on the first item. 

THE Presipine Bisop. We understand that it is adopted without 
any motion unless there is some amendment or some change. Unless 
there is some objection we will proceed to the reading of the next — 
item. 

The second item was read by the assistant secretary, as follows: 


2. Eliminate Section 1, Chapter 27, page 52, in Discipline, for the 
reason that it is a repetition of Section 1, page 19. 


On motion of G. W. Sherrick, of Allegheny Conference, this item 
was stricken out. 

The assistant secretary read the third item, as follows: 

3. Eliminate from the pastor’s quarterly report all those items re- 
ported by other members of the quarterly conference; namely, class 


leaders, class stewards, elder stewards, Y. Po @.: i: presidents, and 
Sunday-school superintendents. 


Rey. F. H. Nerr, of Oregon Conference. I desire to call attention 
that the elimination of that part referring to the Sabbath-school 
superintendents, where there is more’ than one class upon a charge, 
will give the presiding elder great trouble, as he will have to add the 
footings on all the charges before he can give a report. If we leave 
it as it is, and let the pastor do that, he will get the whole amount 
for that charge without trouble. In the case of a station it is all 
right, but where there are four or five or six classes on a charge it 
would necessitate a great deal of extra work. 

Rev..J. RB. CuamBers, of Neosho Conference. I wish to Say in de- 
fense of this proposition that T have known rather serious conse- 
quences to arise because the pastor makes his report covering the 
whole ground. In one case I know where the presiding elder go of- 
fended the superintendent that he resigned, for he said that when he 
came to make his report the pastor forestalled him; that he had made 
all the report required of him, and it was an insult. I think we can, 
just as well strike it out. I have been presiding elder long enough to 
know that it will not be very much trouble to foot it up. 
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Rey. L. W. Srant, of Allegheny Conference. I move you that the 
item be stricken out. 

Seconded. 

Tue Preswine Bisnor. Those favoring this motion raise their 
hands. Those opposed, like sign. It was so ordered. 

A division was called for. i 

Tur Presipine Bisnop. Those favoring the motion to strike out 
this item will raise their hands and keep them there until they are 
counted. : 

Vote, 61. : 

Rey. W. F. Grover, of Virginia Conference. I rise to a question 
of privilege. I would like to know whether the report has reference 
to the Discipline or whether it has reference to the blank report. 

Tue Presipinc Bisuor. The blank report, as I understand it. 
Now, those opposed will raise their hands and the secretary will count 
them. 

Vote, 92. 

Tur Prestwinc Bisnor. The motion does not prevail, and the item 
is not stricken out. It remains as it is printed on the paper. 

The assistant secretary read the fourth item: 


4. We recommend that Bishop J. S. Mills prepare a form of charge 
to trustees, to be added to the formula for the dedication of church- 
houses. No other changes to be made. 


Rev. J. L. L. Resster, of Allegheny Conference. I would like to 
know whether there are any other changes to be made? Does that 
forestall any other changes in the formulas and Discipline, such as 
the formula for baptism? I have another point that I would like to 
add to this. If this is adopted then it means that no other suggestion 
can be made. 

Tie Presiinc Bisuorp. The chair understands that “no other 
changes shall be made” means just that statement, that no other 
change is to be made. H they have any other understanding they can 
express themselves now. 

Rev. J. R. Cuampers, of Neosho Conference. Of course “no other 
changes to be made” means that the rest are to be left as they are. 

Rev. J. I. L. Resster, of Allegheny Conference. If that covers 
baptismal formulas and forms of dedication I have a suggestion to 
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make, that instead of the term “Holy Ghost” the term “Holy Spirit” 
be used. I offer that as an amendment. 

Seconded. 

Rev. J. I. L. Resster, of Allegheny Conference. The term “Holy 
Spirit” is in accordance with the American standard revision of the 
Bible, and I think it is well taken. Every place that “Holy Ghost” is - 
used in the other version, by the American standard’ the term “Holy 
Spirit” is used. The word “Ghost” is vague, indefinite, and has the 
ingredient of superstition connected with it. We only hear of ghosts 
in times of darkness and about cemeteries, and so I think that the 
term is more respectful to say “Spirit” instead of “Ghost.” Spirit 
means personality, representing intelligence, and therefore I think 
that “the Holy Spirit” should be used in the formulas, and I offer 
that as an amendment. 

Rev. 8. W. Keister, of Allegheny Conference. I move that the last 
sentence of item four be stricken out, “No other changes to be made.” 

Seconded. 

Tue Preswine Bishop. We cannot entertain two motions of that 
character. 

Rev. 8. W. Kerster. It seems to me that this other is not a part of 
this, and should come in in another separate form. 

THe Presiping BisHor. The motion is—the proper motion before 
the house is this, that in the baptismal formula, where the words 
“Holy Ghost” are used the words “Holy Spirit,” or, rather, instead of 
the word “Ghost” the word “Spirit” be used. 

Rev. J. I. L. Ressuzr, of Allegheny Conference. And in the dedi- 
_cation formula wherever that is used. 

Rey. W. D. Srrarron, of Michigan Conference. I move that the 
whole quotation be taken from the Revised Version. 

Tue Presipinc Bisuop. The chair understands that Brother Ress- 
ler made this motion—that in all cases where the word “Ghost” ap- 
pears through the Discipline, in all the formulas, the word “Spirit” 
be printed instead of “Ghost.” 

Rev. W. D. STRATTON, of Michigan Conference, I understand that, 
Mr. Chairman, perfectly well, but if we are going to change one word 
and make it according to the Revised Version, then change all that 
pertains to that and let us use the Revised Version; that is the 
amendment that I offered. 

Seconded. . 
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Rev. G. H. Hinton, of Neosho Conference. Mr. Chairman, I 
think that there is no need of any extended discussion on this. We 
all understand that “Holy Ghost” and “Holy Spirit” mean the same 
thing, but I have charity for those who have any superstitious views in 
regard to this. I am not in favor of this motion. [Laughter.] 

Question is called for. 

Rev. C. W. Recarp, of East Ohio Conference. The change in the 
Confession of Faith will also be made, will it? This has reference 
to the entire Discipline; therefore, the change in the Confession of 
Faith as well as in the formulas. We have the same word in the Con- 
fession of Faith. 

Rev. J. R. Kina, of West Africa Conference. I would like to ask 
if that will refer to the time-honored apostolic creed, and I would 
like to say, while I am on the floor, that it has been omitted entirely 
from the Discipline in our last publication, and we do not say that 
we believe in either the Holy Spirit or Holy Ghost. 

Rev. G. W. Suerrick, of Allegheny Conference. I would like to 
inquire definitely whether the motion refers to formulas or the Disci- 
pline? 

Tue Presipine Bisuor. It refers to formulas. 

Rev. S. L. Topp, of Indiana Conference. I rise to a question of 
privilege. Can the word be changed in the Discipline when in the 
Confession of Faith it says “Holy Ghost’ ? 

Tue Presipinc BisHop. No, sir, it cannot. 

A vote was then taken on the amendment offered by Rev. W. D. 
Stratton, of Michigan Conference, and the motion to so amend pre- 
vailed. 

Rey. G. P. Horr. What was done with the first item, may I in- 
quire? Do the words “in Discipline” still remain? I move that they 
be stricken out. 

Tue Presipinc BisHor. I understand that the words printed here 
were not intended to be printed by the committee. 

Rev. J. R. Cuampers, of Neosho Conference. It was not written at 
all. These words were not there, so they are not a part of this report. 

Rev. S. W. Keister, of Allegheny Conference. I wish to renew my 
motion now, that the words “no other changes be made” be stricken 
from the report. 

Seconded. 

Dr. Funk. There needs to be a little explanation made in regard to 
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this report. The copy prepared and sent to the printer was inter- 
lined. Of course the printer mistook it, and “in Discipline,” which 
ought to have appeared in the second item after “page 152,” was 
transposed to item one. It simply emphasizes the fact of care in the 
preparing of your copy, for not every printer knows just where things 
are to go. ; 

Rev. J. R. Cuamsers. I wish Brother Funk would show me the 
original copy. I wrote it myself, and I know it is not interlined. 

Dr. Funk. The Press Committee say it was. 

Tue Presipine Bisuop. The motion to amend this item is before 
you. Are you ready? 

Vorces. Question, question. 

Tue Presipinc Bisnor. Those favoring raise their hands. Those 
opposed, like sign. It prevails. Are you now ready for the adoption 
of the paper as amended? 

Question is ealled for. 

Rey. W. O. Friss, of Sandusky Conference. On page 168 of Disci- 
pline, “Deaconess’ Certificate,” you will find that it is to be signed by 
the president of the board and secretary of the Board, and yet the 
license is to be granted by the quarterly conference. I move, Mr. 
Chairman, that the formula for “Deaconess’ Certificate” be signed 
by the presiding elder, instead of the president of the board and secre- 
tary of the board. 

Seconded. 

SroreTary Snyper. I wish to say this, brethren, that you are mak- 
ing motions that are amendatory to the Discipline, and you will want 
the phraseology just as you intend it to be. If you want the Disci- 
pline corrected as to your notion, you must write our your resolutions. 
If you are depending upon me to write these resolutions in full, I 
cannot properly represent you, so I ask that you write your resolu- 
tions. You are making Discipline now, and you want to be exact, 
because the changing of a word, or the dotting of an “i,” or the cross- 
ing of a “t” may make the rule nugatory. 

The report as amended was adopted. 

Dr. D. R. Senerr, of Lower Wabash Conference. You will remem- 
ber that over in Illinois, some time ago, it was decided, upon some 
oceasion, that the Lord was not in a hurry. Do you remember that? 

THE Presiping Bisuor. The chair remembers it. 
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Dr. Senerr. I think we ought not to be in a hurry; we do not know 
what the amendment means. ; 

Tur Presipine Bisuor. Will the chairman read it for the benefit of 
Dr. Seneft ? 

Dr. Fries again read his resolution. 

R. H. Bennett, of Neosho Conferences Were we voting upon that 
amendment or upon this report when we were voting? 

Tue Presiping Bisuor. The chair does not recognize motions not 
written, but we will be generous, and, I presume, in spite of what the 
secretary requested, we will take a vote on the amendment as pre- 
sented by Dr. Fries. Now we will try that over again. Those favor- 
ing the amendment as presented by Dr. Fries raise their hands. Those 
opposed, like sign. The amendment is adopted. 

Tue Presipine Bisuor. Now, the whole paper as amended. Those 
favoring the whole paper as amended, raise their hands. Those op- 
posed, like sign. The report is adopted. 

Rev. V. A. Cartton, of Iowa Conference. In view of some very 1m- 
portant work which some of the committees have to do preparatory to 
reporting to-morrow, I move that we now adjourn. 

Seconded. 

Several chairmen of committees made announcements for meetings. 

Rey. S. W. Paut, Secretary of the Devotional Committee. Rey. J. 
W. Kiracofe, of Pennsylvania Conference, will conduct the devotional 
services Tuesday morning, and Rev. J. A. Richardson, of Wisconsin. 
Conference, in the afternoon. I shall state while on the floor that the 
Devotional Committee was required to act on the resolution of 
Brother Lorenz. It has not come into our hands yet. We would like 
to get hold of it. 

Srorerary Snyper. Dr. Funk has prepared blank forms for rules, 
and if you will use these blank forms they will be very convenient. I 
know how business will rush from this time on, so use these blanks. 

Dr. H. U. Roop, of Eastern Pennsylvania Conference. I am sit- 
ting in about the center of the hall, and I cannot say truthfully that 
T have heard more than about half of what was said this afternoon. I 
do not know how they hear on the outside, but I do not hear here. 

Tur Presipina Bisuor. The chair has not stated the motion to ad- 
journ, and therefore the chair can entertain any motion that seems 


to be necessary. 
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Dr. Funx. I move you that when we adjourn we adjourn to meet 
at 7: 30 o’clock in the Auditorium. — 

Seconded. 

The motion to adjourn was adopted. 

Benediction by Bishop Stanford. 


FOURTH DAY—EVENING SESSION. 


Monpay, May-15, 1905. 

In the Auditorium, Bishop Mills presiding. 

The music was directed by Professor Ruebush, of Virginia Confer- 
ence, 

Song No. 197, “Holy, holy, holy,” was followed by reading of John 
17: 20-26, and Ephesians 4:1-7, by Dr. R. J. White, of Buffalo, fol- 
lowed by prayer. Song No. 166, “Come, Holy Spirit, Heavenly Dove,” 
was next sung. 

Tue Presipinc Bisnop. Members of the Conference, the moment 
looked forward to with profound interest in this General Conference 
is here. Many things have led up to it. Apart from the history of 
the movement in other churches, in our own the movement began 
specifically four years ago, when the General Conference authorized 
the bishops to appoint a committee to cooperate with similar com- 
mittes from other churches with regard to closer affiliation. You 
will remember that the General Conference authorized that committee 

and that movement. Following that a petition, signed by a number 
’ of the men, prominent officers of the Church, brought the matter again 
into prominence. The committee from our Church met similar com- 
mittees from two sister churches and counseled together upon this 
question. There was great unanimity of sentiment in that joint com- 
mittee. A second meeting was held later, and finally a third meeting, 
at which was perfected a document that will come before you this 
evening. From that time down to the present no other question in 
our Church has been of such profound interest as the one to be pre- 
sented here to-night. 

Now I am not to speak to you, but others more worthy will addréss 
you. I bespeak for them a thoughtful, considerate hearing, and that 
everybody give opportunity for every other person to hear by being 


268 


UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 


‘as quiet as they can. First, I wish to present to you the chairman of 
our committee, a man who is not so well known throughout our 
Church as he is known in the State of Colorado, where he served two 
terms as the school commissioner of the State, and largely made that 
splendid educational system belonging to Colorado, a man who, when 
jt was determined to bring back the regiment that went over from 
that region to the Philippines, the citizens bearing their transporta- 
tion from San Francisco back to their home, was placed at the head 
of the committee to raise $40,000 in the city of Denver. His col- 
leagues passed over the territory and procured $10,000, and came back 
and reported it was all they could raise. He then planned to put the 
railways into competition with each other, and secured $10,000 more 
by that means, and then it was his plan to eall together the wealthy 
men of that city and to read to them an assessment for $20,000 more. 
The rest of the committee were doubtful, the governor himself was 
doubtful, but this man said, “Call them together, and let me speak to 
them; I know them, and IJ will guarantee that they will put their 
hands into their pockets and pay the $20,000. It was an audacious 
thing, of course. They were called together, the brother made his 
speech, and every man put his hand down in his pocket and handed 
out the amount. [Applause.] This brother is Rev. Dr. L. S. Cornell, 
of Denver, who will now read the report of the committee: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CHURCH UNION. 


To the General Conference of the Church of the United Brethren am 
Christ, Greeting. 

In the quadrennial address to the General Conference of 1901 by 
the Board of Bishops, the necessity of a closer union among the vari- 
ous Christian denominations was clearly and strongly set forth, and 
reasons assigned why the kingdom of God would be greatly advanced 
by the accomplishment of such an end. 

A recommendation was also made that the General Conference au- 
thorize the Board of Bishops to continue their efforts for union with 
such evangelical bodies as may desire union on terms honoring God 
and honorable to all concerned. 

In response to this recommendation the General Conference au- 
thorized the Board of Bishops to appoint a committee on church 
union, which was done shortly after the close of the quadrennial ses- 
sion. The committee thus created consisted of four ministers and 
four laymen, selected equally from each bishop’s district, as follows: 

Ministers_—L. 8. Cornell, D. D., Denver, Colorado; George Miller, 
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D. D., Carlisle, Iowa; Rev. J. T. Roberts, Upland, Indiana; R. J. 
White, D. D., Buffalo, New York. 

Laymen.—J. Malsbury, Esq., Esporto, California; Alex. Anderson, 
Esq., Polo, Illinois; Eugene Schaeffer, Esq., Cincinnati, Ohio; J. W. 
Ruth, Esq., Scottdale, Pennsylvania. 

Failing to receive any communication from J. Malsbury, Esq., the 
Board of Bishops appointed J. L. Kirkpatrick, Esq., of Lincoln, 
Nebraska, as a member of the committee. 

At the time the committee was appointed, it was evident that a 
widespread but uncrystallized sentiment prevailed in favor of church 
union. This sentiment had a place among all Christian denomina- 
tions, and out of it had grown the movement that resulted in the 
National Federation of Churches. But there still existed the con- 
viction that a great wrong was being encouraged by the multiplication 
of small, struggling churches in towns and villages where fewer 
churches could do the work. The theory of church union is an old 
one, but until recently it was not regarded as workable, but simply 
something to cherish as an ideal. 

The thought had recognition in the songs and prayers of Chris- 
tians for ages, but no one seemed just ready to have his prayers an- 
swered. Aggressive action did not follow praying, so nothing was 
done. The attitude, expressed in words, was somewhat like this: If 
other denominations wish to unite with us, let them come; we will 
receive them if they will subscribe to our doctrine and polity. 

But the situation has changed, the spirit of unity has taken hold of 
the Christian world with a mighty grip, and is holding hard for the 
consolidation of religious forces. This change from theory to practice 
came as an inspiration that touched the hearts of earnest believers 
everywhere. é 

A deep conviction prevailed that something ought to be done, and 
that something would be done to bring the various Christian bodies 
into closer and more harmonious relations. When this movement 
began to bear fruit the belief came that God was in it, and many 
Christians said: “This is the Lord’s doing. It is marvelous in our 
eyes.” 

In Germany the Protestant forces are endeavoring to come to- 
gether for a larger life and greater usefulness. Canada has felt the 
divine impulse, and some of its Christian bodies have joined forces 
and stand as one in the Master’s work. The movement among the 
various Presbyterian churches indicates that soon there will be but 
one denomination of that name. What the end of this movement 
may be it is difficult to determine, but may we not hope that, moving 
on with ever-increasing power and influence, it shall at last gather all 
the Christian forces of the world into one? Indeed, it may now be 
said that the spirit of union is alive among all the Christian denom- 
inations. 

It should be most gratifying to know. that our United Brethren 
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Church had its hand on the spiritual pulse of the age and felt the 
thrill of the mighty heart-throb for union. This feeling materialized 
in an earnest address to our Board of Bishops in behalf of church 
union, which was signed by twenty-two of the leading ministers and 
laymen of the Church. This published appeal seemed to utter a 
heart-cry for a larger and better life. It appeared in the Religious 
Telescope of August 27, 1903, and was as follows: 


“UNION OF CHURCHES DESIRED. 


“Believing that the union of a number of the smaller evangelical 
bodies of this country would be more in harmony with the Christian 
spirit of the age, and more fully conserve the best interests of the 
cause of Christ, we as ministers and laymen of the Church of the 
United Brethren in Christ, hereby ask our bishops to take such steps 
as are necessary to open negotiations with churches similar to ours 
in polity and doctrine, looking toward their permanent union. 

“Such a union, we believe, would secure the divine blessing and 
demonstrate before the world the spirit of our Lord, who in praying 
for his disciples and followers for all time said, ‘That they may all 
be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and [ in thee, that they also may 
be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me.’ ” 

This appeal was signed by the following: W. M. Weekley, D. D..,. 
Wm. M. Bell, D. D., W. R. Funk, D. D., Rev. F. P. Rosselot, Prof. 
E. S. Lorenz, D. R. Miller, D. D., Rev. P. M. Camp, Rev. A. W. Bal- 
linger, Rev. H. F. Shupe, I. L. Kephart, D. D., J. M. Phillippi, Ph. D., 
Rew ©. J. Burkert, H. H. Fout, D.D., .G. A. Funkhouser, D. D: 
S. D. Faust, D. D., H. A. Thompson, D. D.,. Colonel Robert Cowden, 
John Dodds, Esq., C. M. Brooke, D. D., Rev. J. W. Hicks, Wm. Me- 
Kee, D. D., J. P. Landis, D. D._ 

This call found a welcome among our people, and from all parts of 
the Church, East, West, North, and South, came hearty responses of 
approval. 

Up to this time your committee had done nothing, but this move- 
ment within our Church indicated that our people were ready for ac- 
tion. 

It soon became evident that, of all the churches named in the ap- 
peal for union, only the Methodist Protestants were sufficiently inter- 
ested to take the matter up seriously and earnestly, but two other 
churches, not named in the call, came forward and expressed a desire 
to be considered in the movement for union, the Congregational and 
the Christian Connection. Dr. William Hayes Ward, chairman of 
the Congregational Committee on church union wrote: “The Congre- 
gational Church stands for church union, and we do not wish to be 
left out in your negotiations at this time. We desire to meet with 
you at the time and place that may be agreed upon.” 

The representatives of the Methodist Protestant Church took the 
matter up at once, and were very active and enthusiastic in advanc- 
ing the movement for union. 
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It soon became apparent that the members of your committee were 
too widely separated to give to the matters in hand the prompt and 
constant attention required, so after an interchange of opinion among 
the various members of the committee, it was decided to increase the 
number by adding thereto such persons as were situated so they could 
get together for consultation and action without delay, or great ex- 
pense, and at the same time be within easy reach of the representatives 
of the other denominations interested. Accordingly the following 
persons were added to the committee: Bishop E. B. Kephart, Bishop 
J. S. Mills, Bishop G. M. Mathews, W. M. Weekley, D. ID sD e 
Miller, D. D., Judge C. A. Bowersox, W. M. Bell, D. D., W. R. 
Funk, D. D. 

After considerable correspondence and consultation a meeting of 
the committees on church union was arranged, to be held in the 
Y. M. C. A. rooms, Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, April 22, 1903. The 
meeting, which continued two days, was attended by the committee- 
men of four denominations, as follows: Methodist Protestant, 14; 
Congregational, 10; Christian Connection, 3; United Brethren, 12. 
Total, 39. 

Two full days were spent in consultation and interchange of opin- 
ion. During this time the brethren of the Christian Connection, not 
consenting to a formally expressed confession of faith, kindly asked 
to be excused from further participation in the meeting. 

The deliberations were frank and sincere throughout, and marked 
with a spirit of brotherly love. All seemed anxious to remove, if 
possible, the differences that kept us apart. There were no obstruc- 
tionists present. 

A sub-committee of three from each denomination was appointed 
' to devise some plan of proceeding with the work in hand. The sub- 
committee was as follows: Congregational, Washington Gladden, 
D. D., A. F. Pierce, D. D., and Wm. Hayes Ward, D. D.; Methodist 
Protestant, D. 8. Stephens, D. D., T. H. Lewis, D. D., and Capt. W. P. 
Herbert; United Brethren, Bishop J. S. Mills, L. S. Cornell, D. D., 
and W. R. Funk, D. D. After a few hours spent in an endeavor to 
reach an agreement that should be satisfactory to all concerned, this 
committee made the following report to the general committees, which 
was adopted: 

“The Congregational, Methodist Protestant, and United Brethren 
churches: represented in this meeting agree and recommend that a 
sub-committee shall be appointed by the general committee to work 
out the preliminary details of a union, looking to the ultimate and 
complete organic union of these denominations in accordance with 
the following ideas: 

“1. The formulated statements of doctrine as held by each of the 
denominations at present, although phrased differently,: yet being es- 
sentially the same, are to be affirmed. 

“2. The union for the present is to be expressed in the organiza- 
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tion of a General Council, to be composed of the representatives 
elected from the respective denominations composing the union, on 
some ratio of membership, the council to have its powers and duties 
defined, but all legislative and judicial matters shall be referred to the 
general bodies of the several denominations. 

“3. These denominations shall retain their present names and 
their autonomy in respect to all local affairs, but they shall add to 
their official title, ‘In affiliation with the General Council of the 
United Churches.’ ” 

In harmony with the above provision, each denomination named 
five persons as members of the sub-committee, as follows: Congrega- 
tional, Washington Gladden, D. D., Wm. Hayes Ward, D. D., A. E- 
Dunning, D-D.; S. H: Newman, D. D., A.-H. Bradford,—D. D.; 
United Brethren, Bishop J. 8S. Mills, D. D., W. M. Bell, D. D., W. R. 
Funk, D. D., W. M. Weekley, D. D., and J. W. Ruth, Esq.; Methodist 
Protestant, T. H. Lewis, D. D., D. S. Stephens, D. D., F. T. Tagg, 
D. D., M. L. Jennings, D. D., and George Shaffer, D. D. 

This ‘body of fifteen men met in Washington City May 27, 28, 
1903, and agreed upon a report, which was adopted by the general 
committees at a meeting in Pittsburg, Pa., July 1, 1903. 

The report, or syllabus, adopted by the general committees in joint 
session is as follows: 

“7. We are agreed that the formulated statements of doctrine, 
as held by each of these bodies at present, are essentially the same, 
and we affirm them all as expressing the truth as it is in Jesus. 

“9. We are agreed that these bodies shall retain their present 
name and their autonomy in respect to local affairs, but that they add 
to their official title the words, ‘In affiliation with the General Council 
of the United Churches.’ 

“3. We recommend that these bodies authorize the creation of a 
General Council composed of representatives elected from their re- 
spective bodies, on the basis of one representative for every five thou- 
sand members. 

“4 The powers of the General Council shall be advisory, and any 
recommendation it may make shall be referred to the constituent 
bodies for approval. 

“5. A committee of three from each of the general bodies repre- 
sented shall be appointed to arrange for the time and place of the 
first meeting of the General Council. 

“6. At the first session of the General Council a temporary or- 
ganization shall be effected, (by the election of a chairman and sec- 
retary,) and the Council itself shall determine the officers it may 
need and the manner of permanent organization it may prefer. 

“7 The purposes of the.General Council shall be: 

“(1) To present, so far as we possibly can, a realization of that 
unity which seems so greatly desired by Christian churches, 
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“(2) To promote a better knowledge and a closer fellowship among 
the Christian bodies thus uniting. ; 

“(3) To secure the coordination and unification of the three bodies 
in evangelistic, educational, and missionary work. 

“(4) To adopt a plan by which the three bodies may be brought 
into coordinate activity and organic unity, a unity representing some 
form of connectionalism. 

“(5) To prevent the unnecessary multiplication of churches, to 
unite weak churches of the same neighborhood wherever it is practica- 
ble, and invite and encourage the affiliation, with this council, of 
other Christian bodies cherishing a kindred faith and purpose.” 

Your committee also united with the other committees in a letter, 
addressed to the three churches at large, which was published with 
the syllabus in the Religious Telescope. : 

The recommendations of the general committee have been well re- 
ceived and unanimously adopted by the general bodies of the Metho- 
dist Protestant and Congregational churches, and it would seem to 
your committee that our General Conference cannot do less, since 
the movement which has led to this began in our denomination. 

In the meetings of the general bodies of the Methodist Protestant 
and Congregational churches, your committee was ably represented 
by Dr. W. M. Weekley. At both meetings he was accorded a royal 
welcome, and his addresses were listened to with marked appreciation. 

So far as your committee is informed, all of our annual conferences 
that have taken action upon the subject have approved the report of 
the general committees. 

Your committee presents its report to the General Conference for 
consideration, and trusts that it may receive the same unanimous 
and cordial endorsement that has been given a like report by the gen- 
eral bodies of the Congregational and Methodist Protestant denom- 
inations. , 

We therefore present the following resolutions for your careful and 
prayerful thought and action: 

“Resolved, 1. That the General Conference fully approve the pur- 
poses and plan for the federation and closer union of the Congrega- 
tional, Methodist Protestant, and United Brethren denominations, 
and that we accept the plan for federation as prescribed by the com- 
mittees of the three denominations in joint session, and already 
adopted by the general bodies of the other two, with the earnest prayer 
that it may ultimately lead to a complete organic union of the three 
denominations. 

“2. That the General Conference appoint a committee of three to 
confer with like committees from the other bodies to fix the time and 
place of the first meeting of the General Council. A ag 

“3. That the delegates to the General Council of the United 
Churches shall be selected by the General Conference in such manner 
as it may deem best.” 
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In closing the report it affords your committee much pleasure to 
speak of the noble Christian spirit manifested by the members of 
the committees of the other two denominations. There was always 
present a courteous consideration and respect for the opinions of 
others on the part of each member of the committees. The desire for 
denominational advantage was not evident; it was lost in the greater 
desire to advance the kingdom of our ‘Lord. We stood together as 
brethren in Jesus Christ, and the conviction prevailed that if we were 
not one we ought to be. We stood for the time on the mount of 
unity, above the petty lines of sectarianism which so divide and dis- 

, turb God’s people, and the outlook was grand and inspiring. While 
in this spirit we sang that grand old hymn: 


“Blest be the tie that binds 
Our hearts in Christian love; 
The fellowship of kindred minds 
Is like to that above.” 


Should the union of these forces occur, the future is large with 
promise for the things that work for righteousness and salvation. 
Signed in behalf of the committee by 
L. 8S. Cornenu, Chairman. 
W. M. Weextey, Secretary. 


Great applause followed the reading of this syllabus. 

Tue Presipinc Bishop. We will now listen to an address by a man 
who is known all over these United States and abroad as a preacher, 
lecturer, and author, a man who, above all other men in this nation, 
is leading the churches in civic righteousness and to a profounder 
and wider application of social Christianity [applause], a man who 
has given his life, a long, useful, noble life, to the building up of the 
kingdom of God on earth, a man whose praises are in all churches. 
I mean Dr. Washington Gladden, of Columbus, Ohio [applause], who 
holds the highest office in his church. He will now speak to you. 


DR. WASHINGTON GLADDEN’S ADDRESS. 


Mr. CHairMAn AND BrerHREN: I come to you, not upon any errand 
of my own, but in obedience to a command laid upon me by the gen- 
eral committee of three denominations, which met twice in Pittsburg 
and once in Washington during the early summer of 1903, and which 
formulated a proposal looking toward the union of these denomina- 
‘tions. When that committee finally adjourned, it instructed its chair- 
man and secretary to visit the next annual meetings of the three de- 
nominations and present to them the result of their deliberations. 
Obeying these instructions, Dr. Weekley and I attended, a year ago, 
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the General Conference of the Methodist Protestant Church in Wash- 
ington, where we were most cordially received, and where, in the 
morning hour, in a church filled to overflowing with members of the 
conference and other members of the church, earnest attention was 
given to our presentation of the case. 

Last October the meeting of the National Council of the Congrega- 
tional Church was held in Des Moines, Iowa, and on that occasion the 
subject was most ably presented by Dr. Weekley, on your behalf, and 
by President Stephens on behalf of the Methodist Protestants. Both 
of these bodies, as you have been told, acted promptly and with sub- 
stantial unanimity upon the proposal submitted to them by the joint 
committee, working to the creation of a joint council, according to the 
syllabus which has already been presented to you. The manner in 
which this council is to be called and the duties assigned to it have 
been set forth in the documents to which you have listened, and they 
are also embodied in the report of your bishops. The question thus 
submitted to your sister churches, and by them decided, is now before 
you. It would not, of course, be proper for me to anticipate or fore- 
shadow the decision of this body, but it seems hardly necessary to en- 
ter into any labored argument to persuade this General Conference 
to follow the example of the two which have already taken action. 
The whole matter has been so fully discussed that the reasons for and 
against such action are probably familiar to your minds. All that 
this Conference is asked to do is to.approve the proposition to call a 
general council of the three churches in which each is to be propor- 
tionately represented, and to provide for the selection of delegates to 
this council and for the appointment of a committee which is to act 
with the committees of the other two denominations in making ar- 
rangements for the meeting of this council. 

As the other bodies have both acted favorably on this proposition, 
the affirmative action of this Conference is all that is needed to deter- 
mine that the General Council shall be called and entrusted with the 
task of formulating a plan by which the three churches may be 
brought together into some sort of unity. Of course, if you do not 
think it desirable or practicable that any further efforts be made to 
unite the three churches, you will disapprove of the calling of the 
General Council and the matter will be concluded. If, on the other 
hand, you think that such a union is so far desirable that it is worth 
while to have the whole question thoroughly discussed, and to have 
an effort made to agree upon a program for uniting the three bodies, 
you will vote, as the other national bodies have voted, to take the neces- 
sary steps for the calling of the council. 

I know that I represent the unanimous feeling of the general com- 
mittee, whose chairman I am, when I say that it is their earnest wish 
that you should take this affirmative action. but I am equally sure that 
the two national bodies, which have taken action, are strongly hoping- 
that you will unite with them in this effort after unity. The unanim- 
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ity and enthusiasm with which both of them agreed to it were very 
gratifying. For my own part, I had not looked for any such response. 
T had not been without hope that our proposition would be favorably 
considered by many, perhaps by a majority of each of these bodies, 
but I expected in both of them some warm discussion and some posi- 
tive dissent. The spirit which appeared in both of them was far more 
hearty and unquestioning than I had anticipated; and! so we come to 
the General Conference of the United Brethren, with no thought that 
we have any right to presume or to insist, but with a much more hope- 
ful feeling than we entertained in either of the other cases. I trust, 
brethren, that you may see your way clear to the acceptance of our 
proposition, and thus to the submission of the whole problem before 
us to a representative council. 

Of course you understand that this vote commits you to nothing 
more than an earnest attempt to find and frame a plan of union. If 
that General Council shall be called, and shall agree upon a plan, 
that plan will have to be submitted to each of the national bodies for 
its endorsement, and through them, I dare say, to the churches. It will 
not be and cannot be adopted unless it secures the practically unani- 
mous approval of the membership of the three denominations. 

We need not.conceal from ourselves the fact that it is not going to 
be an easy task to work out the practical details of such a plan of 
union. That General Council, when it meets, will have a delicate and 
serious problem on its hands. Neither of the bodies which has taken 
action was unaware of this fact. 

T have no wish to forestall the discussions of the General Council, 
if it shall be called, but it may be well to consider some of the ques- 
tions which may come before it, and some of the possibilities in the 
way of codperation and unity which it may transform into realities. 


COMITY AND FELLOWSHIP. 


In the first place, it is possible that the General Council, if it shall 
go no further, may provide for certain measures of comity and fellow- 
ship, by means of which the three denominations shall be drawn into 
much closer fraternal relations, and enabled to work together more 
harmoniously and helpfully tham ever before. We have done some- 
thing along this line already, with great profit to all of us. We have 
had joint conferences and missionary fellowship meetings which 
brought us together in very delightful ways, and by deepening our 
acquaintance strengthened our friendship. We have made some 
amicable exchanges and consolidations of churches; we have practi- 
cally abolished, in some quarters, the old relations of competition, and 
have put ourselves under the Christian law. What has been actually 
accomplished already in the promotion of more friendly relations be- 
tween these churches is worth far more than it has cost in time and 


effort. 
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A TREATY OF FRATERNITY. 


But we can go much further along this line. We can frame a 
definite treaty of fraternity, inviting and promoting joint meetings 
in the interests of the kingdom at home and abroad; we can agree 
upon some statement of a common purpose to consolidate churches 
that are crowding each other in the same field, and pledging each de- 
nomination to enter no field occupied by either of the others without 
consultation; we can thus promote and secure the things which make 
for Christian charity and comity in the relations of our several 
churches. We shall, I hope, go much further than this; but if our 
General Council succeeded in doing only these, it would be well worth 
while. 

A longer step in the path before us would be the federation or con- 
solidation of some of our missionary and educational enterprises. 
There will be difficulties here, no doubt, difficulties arising from legal 
restrictions and from trust funds. I do not know how serious these 
difficulties may be, but I hope they may be overcome. And it seems 
to me that there would be great gain to all these churches, and to the 
kingdom of God, in such a consolidation. 

I think it quite possible, too, that we might consolidate our agencies 
for work among the despised and neglected races on this continent, 
and that some important steps could be taken in the direction of com- 
bining some of our educational institutions, with great profit to all 
concerned. 

Such are some of the results to which our General Council of the 
United Churches may lead us, if we call it into being and give it our 
mandate. We trust that it will not stop here; we hope and expect 
that it will go much farther; but if it accomplished no more than this, 
which it might accomplish without disturbing in any way our forms 
of organization, or the administration of our local churches, it would, 
I think, bring us great and splendid gains. And I confess that, for 
one, I should be content to have this union proceed, tentatively, along 
this line, taking up first some of these larger codperations, and through 
them becoming acquainted, growing together in our missionary and 
evangelistic labors, and not hastening the solution of the problem of 
organic unity. I am persuaded that, after we have been working to- 
gether for a while, we shall find it easy to agree upon plans by which 
we may bring our churches under one form of organization. To work 
out at the start all the details of such a polity will be almost impossi- 
ble; it is a large undertaking; it will require time and deliberation 
and discussion. Therefore I am not in favor of precipitate action by 
the General Council, if it shall be called. 


THE END ORGANIC UNION. % 


But the end in view is the adoption of “a plan by which the three 
bodies may be brought into codrdinate activity and organic unity.?”~ 
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Of course such a merging of three great denominations into one 
means some sacrifices on the part of each. It does not, I think, mean 
the giving up of anything that any intelligent man can regard as es- 
sential. It will not require us to surrender any vital truth which we 
now hold, or to forego any privilege of worship which now we enjoy. 
Tt will require us to make some changes in our methods of doing our 
Christian work; that is all. 

The main question, of course, will concern the forms of church goy- 
ernment. You are accustomed to considerable supervision; we have 
no official supervision whatever. If we are to come together, your 
official control of the affairs of the local churches will have to be con- 
’ siderably relaxed, and we shall be obliged to submit to a measure of 
supervision to which we are not now accustomed. Our churches will 
be less independent than they now are, and yours will have a larger 
measure of liberty than they now enjoy. 


STRENGTH AND WEAKNESS. 


Doubtless most of you think your official control a very good thing, 
just as we think our freedom from official control a very good thing; 
but I believe that it is often the case that those:parts of its ecclesiasti- 
ca] machinery on which each church prides itself most are apt, to be 
so exaggerated that they become its weaknesses, if not its perils. I 
think that, if you look at other denominations than your own, you 
will be convinced that this is true—the things in which they glory are 
apt to become the things of which they ought to be ashamed; and 
therefore it may be a serious question with us Congregationalists 
whether our independency is not in danger of becoming our weakness, 
and with you whether your official control is not in danger of becom- 
ing burdensome and oppressive. I know that, with many of us, an 
independence which amounts to isolation is becoming increasingly un- 
desirable, and we are looking for a closer bond; and I know also, if a 
good many of your men tell me the truth, that there are not a few 
among you who are ready to have a ‘good deal less supervision, and a 
good deal more liberty for the local church. 

T expect to do what I can to persuade my own people that it will be 
a good thing for them to consent to some measure of supervision. I 
think that that will have to be rather a limited supervision. The es- 
sential autonomy of the local church will have to be conceded; but I 
believe that the Congregationalists can be made to see that some more 
efficient means of caring for the weak churches and the unemployed 
ministers are needed, and that they can well afford to agree to some 
method of organization by which all may codperate for the good of 
all. I will not waste on you the arguments which I hope to use on 
them, because you do not need them; but I beg to submit to you a few 
considerations which may enable you to see that the relaxation of 
your own more rigid methods and the enlargement of the liberties of 
your local churches may prove to be a good thing for you. 
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DEMOCRACY OF THE CHURCHES BOUND TO COME. 


The fact is, my friends, that this is the road you are going to travel, 
whether you go in company with us or not. It is the road that all 
the churches are traveling. The complete democratization of the 
American churches is the goal before us. In ali the denominations 
the power of the local church—that is, the power of the people—is 
steadily strengthening. You can see how it is working in the Prot- 
estant church whose government is strongest, the great Methodist 
Episcopal Church. The steady trend in that church has been toward 
the enlargement of the power of the people, and the restriction of 
episcopal and official prerogatives; first, the admission of the laity to . 
the conferences; then the gradual extension of the time limit of the 
pastorate, until now it is removed, and the steadily increasing deter- 
mination of the people to select their own ministers; until now, in all 
the stronger churches, this right is practically conceded. All the 
churches are bound to be influenced by them. Yours will be, increas- 
ingly so. Perhaps you may be aware of existing tendencies in this 
direction. You are coming our way with all the rest. This is a demo- 
cratic country, and it is going to be more and more democratic. The 
cure for the ills of democracy is more democracy. In the political 
realm we shall submit more and more questions to. the direct decision 
of the people. We shall choose United States senators before long by 
popular vote. We shall submit all important municipal questions to a 
referendum. We shall find that the only way to make a democratic 
government strong is to put heavier and heavier burdens directly upon 
the people. And the church will follow the nation. She cannot do 
otherwise. Christianity is the heart of our democracy; and the polity 
in which Christianity embodies itself in the State can hardly be re- 
pudiated in the church. When Christ comes to his own the people 
will be ruling everywhere, in church and in state. Therefore hierar- 
chical and aristocratic ecclesiastism are not destined to endure. It is 
not true, however, that democracy means either lawlessness or isola- 
tion. Democracy means a large measure of home rule, but it means 
also that the common interests of neighboring communities and of 
the state shall be wisely ordered and firmly safeguarded. It means 
this in the church no less than in the state. This is the lesson that we. 
have to learn from you. 


A DEMOCRATIO CHURCH MUST BE AN INSPIRED CHURCH. 


There is one thing more, however, which I must not omit to em- 
phasize, because it lies at the foundation of that larger liberty which 
I am now defending. Our. fathers risked the autonomy of the local 
church and government of the people, by the people, and for the peo-. 
ple, only because they believed in the inspiration of the people, of alk 
the people. The church was to be governed, in their theory, by the 
Holy Spirit. So, for that matter, was the state. They believed in no 
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rulers but inspired rulers; but they believed that the day had come 
when God had poured out of his Spirit upon all flesh, upon old men 
and young men, on servants and handmaidens, when all the members 
of a church should seek and expect divine guidance. Under such 
guidance they could not disagree, nor could they go astray. This is 
the foundation of our Congregationalism. It underlies all our 
theories. It is the principle on which our entire polity rests. A self- 
governing church must be an inspired church. We often forget this, 
alas! We do not live up to our ideal, but this is what we mean. If we 
have had any success in working our polity it has come from the 
recognition of this principle. Whenever we have failed, our failure 
has been due to our feeble hold upon our fundamental principle. No 
church ean fail which honestly and unitedly trusts in the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit in all its business affairs, 

If we come together, brethren, it must be upon this basis. Whatever 
machinery we may devise for the management of the united churches, 
the one thing we shall need is an inspired membership in all our 
churches; and I trust, my brethren, that we shall feel that the days 
before us are going to be days when the Spirit will be the controlling 
power in all our assemblies and organized activities. 

If you agree with us that the General Council be called, I hope you 
will do so with the strong expectation that the Spirit of all truth and 
wisdom will be the guide in all the deliberations of that body, and 
that under his leadership we shall find the ways that lead to unity and 
strength and peace. 


Great applause followed the reading. 

The Arion Quartet then sang “Glorious things of thee”; also “An- 
chored in Jesus.” 

Hearty applause greeted this singing. 

Tue Presipine BisHor. Dr. Tagg, president of the Methodist Prot- 
estant Church, was expected to be present, but illness has prevented. 
He has, however, sent a communication, which the secretary will now 
read. : 

Secretary Snyder read as follows: 


LETTER FROM DR. F. T. TAGG, EDITOR OF THE METHODIST PROTESTANT. 


" Battimors, April 20, 1905. 
To the.General Conference of the United Brethren Church, Topeka, 
Kansas. 

Betovep Breruren: “Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our 
Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ. We give thanks to God always 
for you all, making mention of you in our prayers; remembering with- 
out ceasing your work of faith, and labour of love, and patience of 
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hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight of God our Father; know- 
ing, brethren beloved, your election of God.” 

I have requested Rev. D. S. Stephens, D. D., of Kansas City, to 
represent the Methodist Protestant Church in your Conference. He 
will bring to your notice the action of our General Conference on the 
proposed union of the three denominations that, through their respec- 
tive committees, have taken the preliminary steps to bring us into an 
affliated if not into an organic relation. 

Our annual conferences have now all spoken, with one small confer- 
ence as an exception, in favor of the union movement, and have elected 
commissioners to the proposed General Council of the three churches. 
We have done all that can be done up to the present time to consum- 
mate the union of the churches. I cannot but believe that the great 
Head of the church will guide us into that closer relation in which we 
shall be one strong, aggressive, and successful church, to preach the 
gospel of Christ in its simplicity and power, evangelizing the masses 
in the spirit of the Master, and sending forth our heralds into heathen 
lands to recover the rightful possessions of our divine Lord. 

I am sorry that I cannot share with you the pleasure of your con- 
ference session. It was a delightful anticipation that in the end I 
found I could not hope to realize; but I shall watch your proceedings 
with the keenest interest, and pray that you may have the presence of 
the Divine Spirit in every session. I will anticipate your action on the 
proposed union, and indulge the fond hope that the results may be 
such as to assure its fullest consummation. In spirit I will be with 
you, and when your favorable action shall become known to me, I will 
rejoice with you in the glorious triumph. 

I have met many of your ministers, and quite a number of those - 
who hold high official positions in your Church, and I have learned to 
honor them for their culture and character, and for their piety and 
devotion to the cause of Christ. I am sure the fulfillment of our plans 
will work out a far closer brotherhood, a bond of real Christian fellow- 
ship, a sodality that will honor God and bless the world. 

May you have a conference that will push every interest of your 
denomination further on in the King’s highway, and be a blessing to 
every enterprise in which you are engaged. May your ministers in- 
crease in effectiveness, your churches grow in grace, in numbers, and 
in power, and may you accomplish to its fullness your part in the 
glorious kingdom of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Fraternally yours, 
p thees Read BER 


THE Presipinc BisHop. We will now be addressed by a representa- 
tive of the Methodist Protestant Church, a man who is worthy of the 
occasion, well known among all his people as a preacher and educator. 
He has already the highest office in the gift of his people, and is known 
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throughout the nation as an educator, the chancellor of Kansas City 
University, Dr. D. S. Stephens. He will now speak. 
Dr. Stephens addressed the Conference as follows: 


DR. D. S. STEPHENS’S ADDRESS. 


Mr. Presipent AND BretHReN: It gives me the greatest pleas- 
ure to bear to you the greetings of the Methodist Protestant Church. 
This pleasure is heightened by the special message which I have to 
communicate to you. I am directed to report to you that the last 
General Conference of our denomination unanimously adopted a re- 
port approving of the proposed union between the three churches rep- 
resented here to-night. 

There is so much in common between Methodist Protestants and 
United Brethren that union seems to be the most natural thing in the 
world. As churches we both stand for the primacy of Christian ex- 
perience. We both have laid the stress of our emphasis upon the life 
of the spirit, rather than on religious forms. We have exalted the 
facts of regenerated life above the speculations and theories of the in- 
tellect. We have considered the life as more than meat, and the body 
more than raiment. We are more concerned about the vitalities of 
religion than its draperies. 

The wonder with me is, not that a union movement has begun, but 
that we ever lived apart. I can’t understand it. There is so much in 
common between us. There has certainly been some mistake on the 
part of those agencies that make history; but I believe that we are 
now about to rectify that mistake. 

I feel confident that this union movement is born of God. I believe 
that it has a significance that we yet are unable to understand. I be- 
lieve we shall conie to see that this movement marks the entrance of a 
new epoch in the unfolding of the great drama of the redemption of 
man. I believe it is the beginning of a world-wide movement among 
God’s children that will usher in a new era in the evolution of the 
principle of eternal life. I believe it is the first movement towards the 
mobilization of God’s army for the capture of the world. 

We cannot properly understand the advance of Christian civiliza- 
tion until we conceive of it as a progressive series of evolutions. The 
principle of eternal life, in its operations on human institutions and 
human society passes through maturing stages of development much 
as life in other forms. It has its periods of growth, “first the blade, 
then the ear, then the full corn in the ear.” The gospel, after all, is 
nothing more nor less than the‘biology of the divine life in man. The 
principle of eternal life perfects itself through evolutionary stages 
like the natural life. 

Two great processes mark the progress of natural life development. 
Differentiation is the process by which the individual is specialized in 
function and in form. Through differentiation the individual real- 
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izes itself. Then, following the process of differentiation, is the pro- 
cess of integration. Through integration the individual is made part 
of a larger organic whole. At first sight these processes would seem 
to be antagonistic and irreconcilable; but deeper knowledge of their 
significance proves that they are supplementary and reciprocal. Dif- 
ferentiation perfects the individual, and thus prepares it to become 
more useful in the larger life of which it becomes a part. 

Now in the operation of the divine life on the institutions and lives 
of men we see something like similar processes. The gospel first es- 
tablishes the conditions that are necessary to perfect the individual 
spiritual life. It secures the conditions essential to the liberation of 
the energies of the soul. It supplies the requisites through which the 
soul shall be able to work out its own destiny; and the first condition 
for the perfection of the divine life in man is spiritual freedom. Then 
when the powers of the soul have been called forth into active life, it 
is ready for the deeper process of integration. The more perfectly 
the soul has realized its individual life, the better is it prepared to 
take its place in the organism of Christ’s body. The counter process 
of integration thus completes what differentiation has begun. In the 
kingdom of grace, as in the kingdom of nature, the individual is made 
perfect in the deeper unity of a larger life. Christ prayed that his 
‘followers might be “made perfect in one.” He recognized that unity, 
brought about by a dominating life-force, is the pathway to perfec- 
tion. The individual is to be raised to a higher plane of being through 
the integrating power of a superior life-principle. He is perfected as 
he comes into closer vital relations with his fellows. 

Now it is through the reciprocal movement of these two great pro- 
cesses that the gospel is to redeem the world; first, the gospel brings 
liberty to men, then it knits them into closer union of spiritual life. 

The Reformation, under the leadership of Luther, marked the en- ° 
trance of the era of spiritual liberty. Ever since Luther’s time the 
world has been moving toward conditions of larger spiritual freedom. 
Men have realized more fully than ever before that the soul must be 
free in order to maintain its allegiance to God. It dare not enter into 
entangling alliances with the outward world, or with men, if it would 
maintain the sovereignty of God over its own life. To be a loyal sub- 
ject of God it must throw off allegiance to all other masters. 

Protestantism has exalted this truth to a supreme place because the 
very life of the soul depends upon it. It is the very citadel of the 
soul’s security. Only through the absolute supremacy of the moral 
life of the spirit over every form of external power and authority is 
the soul of man able to keep the life of God enthroned in his heart. 
This is the very atmosphere of the soul’s life. : 

Since the Reformation men have been busy in applying this princi- 
ple of spiritual freedom to the reconstruction of the institutions of* 
both church and state. They have endeavored to adjust both the civil 
and the ecclesiastical relations of men more perfectly to this princi- 
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ple. Never before in the history of the world did the social relations 
of men so fully provide the conditions for the maintenance of God’s 
life in the soul. The outward visible church has come to recognize 
that her first duty is to provide for the maintenance of God’s invisible 
church in the hearts of his children. Democracy, both in church and 
in state, is being recognized as the only form of government that is 
consistent with the obligations that the soul owes to God. The great 
impulse of the Reformation toward spiritual liberty has brought 
glorious results to the race. The conditions that make for the perfec- 
tion of the individual life were never so fully realized as they are to- 
day. Individualism has had its day. Differentiation now needs to be 
followed by integration. Protestantism has done only part of its 
work. It has broken down the barriers of ecclesiasticism that stood 
in the way of the soul’s life; but in doing this it lost sight for a time 
of the solidarity of the life of the spirit. The great French theo- 
logian, Sabatier, says: “Protestant individualism too often overlooks 
a no less important fact of another order—the organic bond between 
the individual and the species, the child and the family, the man and 
society.” “We have need of one another quite as much from the point 
of view of the moral life as of material existence.” “Two tendencies 
are opposed to the life of the spirit. One is traditionalism, into which 
the Roman church is gradually stiffening,” he continues, “the other is 
independency, or the false individualism by which Protestant churches 
are crumbling to pieces, their activity evaporating, and becoming 
socially sterile.” As great as the achievements of Protestants have 
been, they have been but the preliminary conditions for a greater 
work to follow. The men who led the Reformation failed to grasp 
the full meaning of the movement which they inaugurated. The Ger- 
man writer, Lobstein, says, “The reformers themselves were ignorant 
of the full extent of the work they accomplished.” And Sabatier says 
of Luther, “He neither foresaw nor desired all the consequences of the 
principle which he introduced into the world. Trained in the middle 
age of scholasticism, he was never entirely free from it. To the dar- 
ing intuitions of the prophet, the man of tradition brought many a 
fear and many a repentance. For that matter, no principle in the 
practical moral order, whose consequences must be developed by life, 
not by logic, can be revealed in all its significance at the very first.” 
The work which the reformers began must now be carried on to 
completion. The time for integration is at hand. The battle of spir- 
itual liberty has been fought and won. The fruits of this victory must 
be harvested in the larger development of that spiritual life that makes 
men “perfect in one.” The spirits of men have been made free in order 
that they might be united in the bonds of love. The unity of the 
spirit is the goal toward which the church of God must move. This 
unity can be expressed only when the visible church is a faithful re- 
flex of the invisible church which unites God’s children into organic 
life. The Protestant church must move forward to a realization of the 
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life of the spirit in its fulness. It dare not stand still, nor dare it go 
back to the religion of authority and tradition, as found in the Roman 
Catholic Church. Protestantism is committed to a living religion as 
against a religion of legalism. “By the logic of ideas, and the force 
of things,” says Sabatier, “the Protestant churches are taking part in 
the final struggle in which no choice remains but either to turn back 
to Roman Catholicism, whence they once came out, or to rise joyfully 
and vigoréusly from the religion of the letter to the religion of the 
spirit.” The logical outcome of the gospel is a form of social life 
where men are united, not by external authority, but in the unity of , 
the Spirit. Not through the power of a hierarchy, but through the 
constraining force of love shall men be brought into the true unity of 
social life. Liberty and love are the two great forces that will redeem 
society. Both church and state must move toward that form of asso- 
ciation that will preserve the liberty of the individual, and yet connect 
men together in the unity of the Spirit. 

I believe the specific problem which our three churches are now 
called upon to solve is to find a basis of cooperation in church life 
that will sacredly guard the liberty of the individual conscience, and 
yet at the same time will secure that solidarity of ecclesiastical life in 
which God’s children are made “perfect in one.” The social ideal of 
the gospel is a connectionalism that fosters individualism. The world 
is waiting for this next great achievement of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. The next great evolution of the Christian church will be 
some form of democracy that will secure the greatest efficiency of or- 
ganized spiritual life, and that at the same time will preserve sacredly 
to the individual conscience that hard-fought liberty which Prot- 
estantism has won for men. 

I trust it is no spirit of vanity that prompts me to say that I be-, 
lieve our three churches are peculiarly fitted to lead in this work. The 
two great impulses that should guide this next great evolution of the 
gospel are the molding forces of the denominations we represent. 
" These two guiding impulses are loyalty to spiritual freedom and loy- 
alty to God as revealed in Christian experience. On the one hand will 
be required fidelity te those forms of social life that give the greatest 
liberty to conscience, and on the other will be required fidelity to those 
moral convictions which God’s Spirit works out through the religious 
consciousness of his children. The three churches we represent em- 
body these impulses in a characteristic degree. In Congregationalism 
we find the perfect fruitage of spiritual freedom. In the United 
Brethren and Methodist Protestant churches we find a supreme regard 
for the facts of religious experience. In the successful combination 
of these two elements shall the next great evolution of the gospel be 
accomplished. ; 

The church of the future must be one in which every conscience will 
be absolutely free, and yet will joyfully enter into fellowship with all 
of God’s children. This church will depend for its efficiency, not upon 
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external authority, but upon the consensus of moral conviction which 
God’s Spirit directly works owt in the hearts of his children. It will 
depend for its security, not upon hierarchial devices, but upon God’s 
Spirit enthroned in Christian consciousness. It will depend for the 
success of its administration not so much upon machinery as upon the 
intensity of the common life and common enthusiasm inspired by the 
Holy Spirit in the hearts of his children. It will register a vote of 
confidence in the Almighty by allowing his Spirit to guide the visible 
church through the legitimately expressed moral conviction of the 
individuals who constitute its membership. What special forms of 
polity may be devised to express these truths I dare not anticipate. 
Perhaps the church of the future may be a representative democracy 
whose conclusions become law only when ratified by autonomous 
churches. But whatever it may be, it must provide for the supremacy 
of that spiritual life which God inspires in the regenerated life of his 
followers. 

But after all the great question is not the composition of the church 
of the future, but the work it is to do. That work is the evangeliza- 
tion of the world. A spiritual renaissance is the goal of this consoli- 
dation of the divisions of God’s army. The significance of the move- 
ment toward Christian union can only be understood when you con- 
sider the campaign to which it is preliminary. This campaign is the 
preaching of the old gospel with a fresh power. Men must be con- 
vinced that the gospel deals with actualities. They must see that 
Christ was right when he taught that our lives may be in touch with 
God as truly as with the world of sense. They must be led to con- 
sider their environment of God’s conscious life with the same spirit 
of realism with which they now regard things of sense.. They must 
_ realize that the conscious personal energies of the soul bear the same 
dependent relations upon the environment of God’s life that the physi- 
cal body bears to its outward environment. They must be convinced 
that their spirits may be replenished with might in the inner man, 
when correspondence is established between the soul and its environ- 
ment of unseen life. They must be awakened to a consciousness of a 
present-revelation of God in the facts of a regenerated experience. 

When men wake to a realization of this truth, their attitude toward 
the visible world will be reversed. The natural man is in bondage to 
the world. The powers that dominate his life are outside himself. The- 
forces of nature and the passions of the body rule his life. Fear and 
lust dominate the soul. But Christ put the problem of life in a new 
light, not how to conform the soul to the world, but how to conform 
the world to the soul, to its obligations, its needs, its duties, was his 
concern. He looked at life from a new center. The soul becomes 
master of the world instead of being its slave. 

Tt will be readily seen how this view revolutionizes the whole theory 
of life. It will transfer the regulating control of human conduct from 
outward to inward conditions. Men will come to look at life from a 
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new point of view. It is a change in the spiritual world as great as 
that from the Ptolemic theory of the solar system to the Copernican in 
the material world. In the Ptolemic system men thought of the 
earth as a center around which the sun revolved. In the Copernican 
system the sun was found to be the true center around which the earth 
revolved. So with Christ came the new view that man’s soul is the 
true center around which the world should turn. 

But this reversal of the natural order will not be possible until 
man’s spirit becomes the repository of an all-subduing life. A power 
within man must be born great enough to lift him from slavery to 
sovereignty. The natural man must give way to the new man. There 
must be an actual increase of conscious spiritual energies. The sum 
total of that aggregation of personal energies that we call the soul 
must be enlarged. The powers of life that were feeble in energy and 
few in number must be transformed into the “more abundant life.” 
In short, man must be born again. 

It is to this new birth of the Spirit that the church of the future 
must bend its energies. It must waken man to the truth that this ex- 
altation of his inward life is a realizable fact. It must make men 
see that their inward life is in living touch with an environment of 
life to which the senses are dumb. It must impart realism to the 
teaching that the energies of man’s personal life may be augmented 
through right relation to this unseen environment. It must induce 
men to venture their spiritual destinies upon those processes of faith 
and love which open up the riches of the unseen world. It must teach 
men how to lay hold of invisible realities, so that communion with the 
invisible becomes as truly a part of their lives as communion with the 
visible. Old things must pass away and all things become new. The 
spiritual lives of men must be brought into such relation to God that 
he will influence and change them, uplift and renovate them. The 
dumb spirit must be taught to speak, the lame to rise, to walk, to 
bound, and run in the vigor of new life. 

To make this message real to men it will have to be proclaimed with 
new insight into its meaning. The church of the future will have to 
present the truth not only with zeal, but with light. The great truths 
of the gospel must be articulated with those great truths that we have 
gained in lower spheres. The world is largely indifferent to spiritual 
truth because it does not grasp the harmony of this truth with other 
truth. Men are sense-bound. They have not explored the significance 
of any experience but that of sense. They have utilized sense-expe- 
rience, but they are helpless in the presence of soul-experience. The 
great truths that lie imbedded in the facts of man’s regenerated expe- 
rience must be interpreted as science has interpreted the truths of 
nature. When the import of these facts is fully understood, when its 
full meaning dawns on men, then will they wake to a consciousness of 
the presence of invisible life. When we come to investigate the facts 
of personal, conscious life with the same accuracy and care with which 
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we have inquired into the facts of nature, we shall find that religion 
stands upon the firm foundation of experience, and not simply upon 
tradition or speculation. A scientific necessity will compel us to look 
to the environing life of God for an explanation of the transforming 
energies that flow into the moral life of man. No other explanation is 
possible. If love enters into the heart and with its mighty power trans- 
forms the life, if a new-born hope takes possession of the soul that 
groveled in despair, it is because that love, that hope, has been im- 
parted from a life beyond self. The soul has found a storehouse of 
energies that are as real in their sphere as light or heat in the physical 
realm. The enthusiasms for truth and for goodness that uplift us and 
purify us are the invasions of a supersensible life into human expe- 
rience. 

Even now science with timid step is entering this new field. As she 
contemplates the facts of the higher spiritual experience of men, she 
becomes vaguely aware that here is an unexplored field for the true 
Christian science of the future. Listen to the verdict of Professor 
William James after a careful survey of the facts of the religious 
consciousness of men. In his “Varieties of Religious Experience” he 
gives the conclusion of his analysis in these words: “The positive 
content of religious experience is the fact that the conscious person is 
continuous with a wider self through which saving experiences come.” 
“God is the natural appellation for the supreme reality, so I will call 
this higher part of the universe by the name of God. We and God 
have business with each other, and in opening ourselves to his influ- 
ence our deepest destiny is fulfilled.”” This is the last and the com- 
pletest testimony of science to the reality of that. experience in which 
the soul of man comes into the presence of the living Father. 

What the world needs to-day is a fresh consciousness of the near- 
ness of God. The great problem before us is to present this great 
truth so that it will be burned into the hearts of men. The immanence 
of God in human experience, I verily believe, is all that will save re- 
ligion to men. Dogma, tradition, speculation, religious ceremonial 
divorced from the facts of regenerated life will prove powerless. The 
verities. of life are more convincing than the speculations of logic. 
Men have lost their way amid forms, speculations, and theories. They 
ean find themselves only by laying hold of the realities of a God- 
quickened experience. 

This is the evangelism to which God calls us. He would have us 
join forces that the gospel may be proclaimed with new power. He 
would have us lift on high the banner of experimental religion, and 
march forth to new victories. 


Tue Presipine BisHor. We will now listen to an address by one 
known among us as a capable preacher, the writer of the best work on 
church finances known to me, a writer and singer of sweet Christian 
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songs, and a man who has achieved a noble success in one of the de- 
partments of church finance. I refer to Rev. Dr. Weekley, who will 
now speak. 

Dr. W. M. WeeExitey. Not twenty-five minutes, not twenty min- 
utes, not eighteen minutes, perhaps not fifteen minutes. 

A Voice. Twelve. 

Dr. WEEKLEY. I will speak until I get done. [Applause.] 


DR. W. M. WEEKLEY’S ADDRESS. 


Mr. CuamrmMan. The joint committee on church union at its last 
Pittsburg meeting appointed Dr. Washington Gladden and myself 
commissioners to visit the national bodies of the three churches repre- 
sented on this platform, for the purpose of laying before them its 
work, and asking their endorsement of the same. Accordingly we at- 
tended the General Conference of the Methodist Protestant Church, 
which convened in Washington, D. C., May 20, 1904. On the follow- 
ing Tuesday we were introduced to that body and given a patient, in- 
telligent, and enthusiastic hearing. The brethren were very cordial 
toward us, and heartily endorsed the work of the general committee. 
At the close of our addresses the conference adjourned and honored 
us with a reception, during which we were introduced to each member 
of the body, and to scores of others who were present as visitors, 

Dr. Stephens, who has spoken to you this evening so earnestly and 
eloquently, represents a church made up of a good, honest member- 
ship, worthy of our Christian confidence, a people who sincerely desire 
a closer affiliation of the bodies directly interested in this movement. 

Last October I attended the National Council of the Congregational 
Church, which held its sessions in Des Moines, Iowa. This was per- 
haps the most notable gathering that ever occurred in the history of 
American Congregationalism. Dr. Stephens was also present to speak 
for his church, and when we were introduced more than two thousand 
people arose and applauded, not because Dr. Stephens and myself 
were there, but because they were rejoiced to see such a propitious 
hour in the history of the three churches, and because they could see 
in the occasion a prophecy of still better things in the good time to 
come. Amid the splendid greeting, which continued for some mo- 
ments, I suggested to Dr. Stephens that the Congregationalists could 
outdo Methodists in enthusiasm and boisterous applause. Expressions 
of good will for the United Brethren Church were numerous and 
hearty, and scores of representatives expressed to me personally 
their deep interest in the union movement, and assured me of their 
willingness and readiness to do anything right and honorable to bring 
about a closer alliance of our foree. I was especially impressed wi h 
the intense evangelistic tone of the addresses I heard on various sub- 
jects, and especially with the spirit of evangelism which seemed to 
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' thrill the great body, and which was made the key-note of so many 
meetings. The syllabus, as at the Methodist Protestant General Con- 
ference, was adopted without any opposition whatever. 

By action of the council the moderator’s prerogatives and functions 
were enlarged, and the office extended through the triennium. Dr. 
Gladden, therefore, is to Congregationalism about what a bishop is in 
the United Brethren Church; in fact, there seems to be a slight ten- 
dency in the Congregational Church toward the bishopric. I will ex- 
plain. A year and a half ago Dr. Gladden preached the opening ser- 
mon before the Southeast Ohio Conference, which met in Westerville, 
seat of Otterbein University, and filled the place of bishop with great 
acceptability, and with much credit to Congregationalism. It was 
only last September that President Perry, of Marietta College, ap- 
peared before the West Virginia Conference and delivered a splendid 
address along the line of the bishop’s work, all of which indicates 
clearly that the Congregational Church has an abundance of bisho 
timber. te 

Dr. Gladden, true to the spirit and traditions of the Pilgrim fathers, 
believes in a high religious and ethical standard, (which seems to he 
somewhat opposed to “Standard Oil,”) and proclaims his convictions, 
as he goes up and down through the land, with the faith of a saint 
and the courage of a hero, and I doubt if any place in all the country 
at this moment is prepared to give the moderator a warmer welcome 
than is the magnificent capital of the great State of Kansas. Success 
to you, my brother, in your fight for clean business methods and 
cleaner money for the Lord’s treasury. : 

Touching the work of the general committee, which held two gses- 
sions in Pittsburg, Pa., I am glad to report that during all our dis- 
cussions not an unkind word was spoken. Never was the spirit of love 
and forbearance more manifest. At one time during our first. meet- 
ing the way seemed dark. We were hedged in, apparently, by difficul- 
ties on every side, not by essentials, but by non-essentials, our pecu- 
lharities as denominations. Finally, a committee of nine, three from 
each church, was appointed to devise some plan of union or federa- 
tion, if such a plan were possible; if not, then to report accordingly. 
Bishop Mills and Dr. L. S. Cornell and W. R. Funk represented thé 
United Brethren Church. While the brethren were in a room alone, 
wrestling with the problem, the rest of us, perhaps thirty or more 
“were together with one accord” in another place, asking God for help 
and direction. I can never forget that hour. How anxious all hearts 
were! How earnest the petitions for the divine presence! How sweet 
the fellowship! How sublime the triumph of faith! When the com- 
mittee finally came in with its report, and it was adopted, a Congre- 
gationalist arose and in regular United Brethren style began to sine 
“Praise God from whom all blessings flow.” What the Gopintitce 
brought to us was, in fact, the basis of the syllabus which constitutes 
a part of Dr. Cornell’s splendid report. this evening. I know the gen- 
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eral committee has been criticised for what it did, and some of us, as 
individuals, have not escaped censure entirely, but let me say, beloved, 
there is not a man in either of the churches that would feel like utter- 
ing a word of criticism if he had been there. No one can make me 
believe that such fraternal relations, such a looking to God for grace 
and wisdom, such a sincere desire to honor Christ in the unifying of 
his people, can come as the result of selfishness in any form. The 
devil never has anything to do with that kind of a meeting. His vile 
hand is always seen in quarrels and alienations. He never encourages 
oneness among Christians, for that means, as he well knows, strength 
and service and victory for the heavenly kingdom. The Holy Spirit 
has been in all this movement. His presence has been felt here this 
evening. The very thought of a closer union of God’s people is pleas- 
ing to the devout Christian, and the suggestion always commends 
itself to the more thoughtful outside the churches. Such a thing is 
so reasonable, so desirable, and so essential to the saving of the world. 
The great revival tide now sweeping over Wales and England is but an 
incident in the union movement among the churches in those coun- 
tries. Such meetings are impossible in the absence of this great, un- 
derlying principle of unity; and I believe we are on the eve of a 
mighty religious awakening in this country, because we are seeing less 
and less of self, and are becoming more willing and anxious to merge 
our forces in rescuing souls immortal from the dominion of sin. 

I think all heaven is interested in the union of God’s church. If 
we could draw aside the curtain which intervenes between us and the 
unseen, and ask the redeemed to express their deepest, profoundest 
desire, I believe the answer would be, “That the will of God may be 
done on earth as it is done by us in heaven.” If we could ask the 
angels the same question, I would expect the answer, “That there may 
be peace on earth and good will among men.” And if we could speak 
to Jesus face to face and say to him, “O Christ, what.is the greatest 
desire of thy heart?’ I am sure I know what the reply would be, 
“That my people may be one, as the Father and Son are one, that 
the world may believe on me.” A deep sense of God’s abiding presence 
in the heart and life alone will prepare us fully for that closer, yet 
larger fellowship for which our souls yearn, and for which the world 
is waiting. I sincerely hope you will adopt the report presented by 
your committee, and do so with great heartiness and unanimity. 

The syllabus may be divided into two parts. The first relates to 
federation under a general council, the latter to corporate oneness, 
with some form of connectionalism. If the first-is impossible of realiza- 
tion, then it is a waste of time to talk about the latter. The matter 
of organic union is not before this body for consideration at this time. 
We must manifest, first of all, a spirit of fraternity, and thus give to 
the world the highest and grandest definition of Christian cooperatidn. 

With the General Council will rest the most weighty responsibility 
since it will have to deal with every phase of federated union contem- 
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plated in the syllabus; yet everything suggested by that council af- 
fecting the identity and constitutional life of each church participat- 
ing therein, if such suggestions be made at all, will have to be sub- 
mitted to the membership for consideration and final action. Nothing 
is to be done in haste. If more than this special form of federation 
is to be realized, it must come as an evolution, and not as a revolu- 
tion. We must and will look reverently to the Holy Spirit for wis- 
dom to guide in every step we take, and for strength of heart and pur- 
pose to do right as he shall make our duty plain. : 


Applause followed the delivery of Dr. Weekley’s address. 

Tue Presipinc Bisnop. Now what is the pleasure of the Confer- 
ence # 

Dr. Fux. This is a glad moment to every one who is praying for 
the complete establishment of the kingdom of Christ on earth. The 
beauty of the divine fellowship had in this movement to join the forces 
of our Lord in opposition to the powers of evil has given joy in heaven 
because of this unity of action. I therefore move the approval of the 
syllabus and the adoption of the report of the committee. 

Seconded. 

S. F. Huser, of Pennsylvania Conference. Owing to the lateness 
of the hour, I move that it be laid over until to-morrow. 

Question called for. 

Ruy. J. R. Cuampers, of Neosho Conference. I protest against ac- 
tion on this motion to-night. It is now past ten o’clock. This is not 
our place of meeting. We are not prepared to act on this to-night. I 
protest against it, and I have further remarks to make before we vote. 

Tue Presipinc Bisuop. I think perhaps we had better adjourn. 

A motion to adjourn was made and seconded. 

Tur Presipinc Bisuor. You will have plenty of time to-morrow. 
Everybody is in good spirit. Demons are the only bad spirits here to- 
night. [Applause. ] 

The motion to adjourn carried, and Dr. Gladden pronounced the 
benediction. 
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FIFTH DAY—MORNING SESSION. 


Tuespay, May 16, 1905, 8: 30 a. . 

Rev. J. A. Kiracofe, of Pennsylvania Conference, led the devo- 
tional services. Rev, E. H. Pontius, member of the Arion Quartet, led 
the singing. Song, “I am thine, O Lord,” was followed with prayer 
by Rev. M. J. Mumma, of East Pennsylvania Conference. Song, 
“The name of Jesus,” was followed by prayer by Rev. W. R. Berry, 
of Virginia Conference; and song, “At the cross,” first two stanzas, 
was followed by prayer by Rev. J. A. Kiracofe. After the song, 
“When I get home,” the devotional services closed. 

The business session opened with Bishop Mills in the chair. 

THe Presipine Bisnor. The Conference is now in session. The roll 
will be called. 

Assistant Secretary Schaeffer called the roll of delegates alpha- 
betically, showing all delegates to be present. 

Secretary Snyder read the minutes of the three sessions of Monday 
and same were approved. 

Tue Presipine Bisuop. The conference roll will now be ealled and 
opportunity given to refer any matters desired to the appropriate com- 
mittees. 

R. H. Bennerr, of Neosho Conference. I have a matter I would 
like to hand to the Committee on J udiciary. I would like the privilege 
of handing it to the committee as soon as I have the manuscript ready. 

Tue Presipinc Bisuor. All right. 

Rev. W. D. Srrarron, of Michigan Conference. I do not know as 
I have anything to present to this Conference, yet I think it is due to 
make a statement, if I may have that privilege. Michigan Conference 
during the quadrennium took preliminary steps to make an appeal 
from the decision or ruling of the Board of Bishops of 1902, and in 
1908 the bishops so modified their ruling that we really have not now 
any ground whatever for appeal. 

Tue Presipine Bisnor. And I notified the brother when he made it 
that it should have been to the Court of Appeals instead of this Con- 
ference, 

Bisnor Kernart. While you are in miscellaneous business I desire 
to call attention that the Radical United Brethren are now assembled 
in joint conference, and I move you that the greetings of this General 
Conference be sent to that body. 
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Brisuop Castries. I second the motion. 

Bisuop Maruews. I wish to second the motion by hoping that we 
will get a response this time. : 

The motion was adopted. 

E. R. Sauru, of Iowa Conference. I would like to read the follow- 
ing motion: That further consideration of the pending question of 
adoption of Dr. Funk’s motion, with reference to church union, offered 
last night, be made the question for the special order of business on 
Thursday at ten o’clock. 

Rev. J. A. F. Kine, of Northern Illinois Conference. In view of the 
fact that it will be necessary to consider quite a number of important 
reports to-day, I move that the report on church federation be the 
order of the day to-morrow morning at ten o’clock. 

Dr. M. R. Drury, of Iowa Conference. I second the motion of Dr. 
Smith. 

Rey. H. R. Hess, of West Virginia Conference. Does Rule No. 34 
control this matter ? 

Tur Prusipinc BisHor. It is always in order to postpone to a cer- 
tain day. 

Rev. A. P. Funxuouser, of Virginia Conference. This is the open- 
ing business session. Church federation was the business of the Con- 
ference at its last session when it adjourned, and it is the business now 
in hand. The Conference can only dispose of the business in hand. 

Rev. H. R. Hess, of West Virginia Conference. Under Rule No. 
34 I would like to inquire how that motion of last night would come 
directly before this house, when it says that any important motion 
brought before this body—and nobody would presume to say that this 
is not an important motion—must go to the committee first. It is 
a strange and wonderful rule, TI must say, but it is there. 

S. F. Huser, of Pennsylvania Conference. I do not think we are 
ready. We have not had the report printed and distributed. I think 
we ought to have that distributed before we act upon it. 

Proressor Kupret, of California Conference. I rise to a point of 
order. My opinion is that the brother’s motion is a motion to postpone 
and is not debatable. 

Tur Presipinc Bisuor. The point of order is well taken. 

Question called for. 

The motion was adopted and the matter was postponed until Thurs- 
day at ten o’clock. 
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Rev. C. I. B. Brane, of Eastern Pennsylvania Conference. The 
Committee on Correspondence’ has a greeting for Bishop Dickson. 
Will you hear it from the secretary ? 

Voices. Hear, hear. 

H. B. Mitter, of Virginia Conference. Your committee has pre- 


pared this message: 
Topeka, Kansas, May 16, 1905. 


Bishop J. Dickson, D. D., Chambersburg, Pa. 


Dear Broruer: With grateful appreciation of your past services 
to the Church, the General Conference sends greetings of love to you 
and best wishes for your future health and happiness. 

C. I. B. Brang, 
J. M. Garper, 
H. B. Miuuirr, 
Committee. 


On motion of Rev. W. H. Washinger, of Pennsylvania Conference, 
seconded by S. F. Huber, this greeting was directed to be sent to 
Bishop Dickson. 

Rev. A. P. Funxuouser, of Virginia Conference. I move that the 
order of business for to-day be so amended as to receive the greetings 
of our fraternal delegates at their convenience. 

Seconded by Dr. Funk. 

This was agreed to. 

BisHor Kepnarr. Now is it the sense of the Conference that the 
syllabus, including the report to which you have had reference, and 
which has been deferred to next Thursday, be printed? You had bet- 
ter determine that matter now, or, when you come to it, somebody may 
then object to your discussing it on the ground of its not being 
printed. You had better settle that now. 

Tue Presipine Bisuor. The syllabus will be found in the bishops’ 
address, which is in the hands of all the delegates. 

Rey. W. D. Stratton, of Michigan Conference. I offer the follow- 
ing motion: 


Revolved, That only the resolutions recommended by the Committee 
on Church Union be sent to the printer and printed. . 


Seconded. 


. . . > 
BisHop Maruews.- I was Just going to suggest that in all these 
questions that are of so much importance it is good to have good ink 
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and print. We want to see all these things in daylight. It is a good 
thing to spend a little money and put it in the hands of everybody to 
read. It is wholesome. 

The resolution was adopted. 

Tur Presipinc BisHop. Brethren of the Conference, this is Rev. 
Dr. W. M. Stanford, of the United Evangelical Church, a brother 
who stands high in his own communion. He is almost my neighbor, 
and with whom I have had pleasant relations. He comes with greet- 
ings from his church. He will now bear the greetings of that church 
to you. [Applause.] 

BisHor Sranrorp. Brethren and sisters [applause], a few days be- 
fore I left home I sat down to my typewriter and committed a paper 
of what I thought I ought to say at this time, but since I have been 
in your midst, in touch with your warm hearts, and you have called 
up many old-time reminiscences, I have learned that many of you 
know me, and that I know many more of you than I thought I did. 
Somehow, I almost feel this moment as if I ought to make an off-hand 
speech. [Applause.] I shoot best off-hand [applause], but if I were 
to undertake that this morning I might take up the whole Conference. 
[Laughter.] That would surely be out of place, and, since I was in 
your discussion last night, I have become a good deal fired up. You 
will not expect me, of course, as representing a church altogether out- 
side of your union question at this time, to take any hand whatever in 
that; that would be discourteous. 

Bisnor Keruart. Well, we will admit you right along with us. 

Bisnor Sranrorp. But I am such a lover of discussion and debate 
that it is very hard to keep my tongue just now. I want to say, before 
I read this paper, that I enjoy very heartily your hearty reception, 
and I reciprocate it from the depth of my soul, and also your very fine 
entertainment. I have no fault at all to find with my boarding-house. 


DR. W. M. STANFORD'S FRATERNAL ADDRESS. 


Dear FATHERS AND BRETHREN IN GENERAL CONFERENCE ASSEMBLED, 
Greerinc: As the duly-chosen representative of the United Evan- 
gelical Church, to bear fraternal expression and well wishes to your 
body, I take much pleasure at this time in being privileged to look 
into your hopeful faces, and to extend to you the warm hand of 
brotherly love and Christian fellowship. In the brief span of a 
human life, such a delightful mission as this comes but rarely to any 
one of us. Thus it is, that while this is our first meeting in such a 
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capacity, in all probability it may be our last while here on earth we 
stay. The next time we meet, therefore, it is likely to be in that 
beautiful land on high, where all things which divide us here below 
will have dropped completely and forever out of sight, and we shall 
all be known only as those who have come up “out of great tribulation, 
and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb.” In the face of such an outlook, where all our differences are 
destined to fade into nothingness, how sweet and touching to con- 
template that, even here, amid these earthly relationships, in spite of 
our denominational distinctions, we are all nevertheless but mem- 
bers of the one great family of the living God. Though separated 
more or less by a friendly divergence of view as to church polity, yet 
we are all one in Christ Jesus. Among your ministry in north- 
western Pennsylvania you used to have a large, portly, whole-souled, 
loud-voiced, and out-spoken presiding elder by the name of William 
Cadman. Is he living yet? [Dr. Funk. No.] In my boyhood days 
I frequently walked from three to five miles to hear him preach. He 
made an indelible impression on my then youthful mind for good. 
I shall never forget him. He preached as if he actually believed all 
he said. [Laughter.] The warmth and sweetness of his pent-up 
soul seemed to drip like nectar from his lips. His very earnestness, 
alone, seemed like a drawing power that was almost irresistible. One 
of his choice themes was “The Universal Brotherhood of Man.” He 
really seemed to me to weave a thread of this sentiment into nearly 
every sermon he preached. That is how he made me believe that I 
was his brother. I believe it still. In the presence of our common 
Heavenly Father we are all one family. Though operating under 
different names and plans, yet we are all under the same flag—the 
“banner of the Cross.” 

Truly “there are diversities of gifts, but the same spirit. And 
there are differences of administration, but the same Lord. And there 
are diversities of operations, but it is the same God which worketh all 
in all.” This is the real Christian fraternity. Under such a picture, 
drawn by the pen of the great apostle to the Gentiles, how very un- 
natural it would be for us to contend with each other, or to in any 
way oppose each other, or to even stand aloof from one another. On 
the other hand, as soldiers together in an unrelenting warfare 
against a common foe, it behooves us to stand in very close fellow- 
ship with one another. In these days the powers of darkness are 
banding together as never before to undermine the Christian’s faith, 
to neutralize the power of the gospel, to rob religion of its sweetness 
and vitality, and, if possible, to overthrow the glorious church of 
Jesus Christ. To this end, in perfect keeping with the unerring fore- 
cast of divine, prophecy, many anti-Christs, in the form of “fungus” 
faiths, are constantly springing up, and some of them well calculated 
to “deceive the very elect.” Thus it is that many on every hand have 
been blindly led to “follow” them in “their pernicious ways.” Thus 
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it is, also, that either a low spiritual condition, or a state of internal 
strife, are generally the largest contributors to the growth of such 
false faiths. It is just such soils that give birth to the bad weeds 
which choke the Word of God, and thereby curb its fruitfulness. In 
the light of this self-evident truth, what wonder that it is already 
being fast conceded that our modern so-called “higher eriticism era” 
was but the natural outgrowth of spiritual degeneracy. When a 
man’s soul is on fire with the love of God, he is not very apt to find 
fault with either his Bible, his preacher, his class leader, or even his 
sister churches. [Amen, Amen.] If, therefore, there was ever a 
time in the history of the Christian church, as represented by the 
various denominations of Protestant Christianity, when she should 
“put on the whole armour of God,” and then unsheath her sword and 
go down in solid line to battle with het common foe, that time is 
now. United we stand, divided we fall. As one of the constituent 
parts of this unity we Evangelicals propose to continue our friend- 
ship and fellowship. Having the honor to-day to speak for over five 
hundred preachers and about sixty-seven thousand members, we say 
to you most heartily, in the language of Paul to the Hebrews,, “Let 
brotherly love continue” [applause], and further ask you all to join 
in with us in that sweet song of David, “Behold how good and how 
pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity.” [ Applause. ] 


“May he, by whose kind care we meet, 
Send his good Spirit from above; — 
Make our communication sweet, 
And cause our hearts to burn with love.” 


As for the friendly mission on which I am sent to you at this time, 
by the authority of our last General Conference, I find it to be but a 
repetition of history. For some reason this interchange of fraternal 
feeling and good will between us has been going on more or less for 
many years. Somehow, in spite of our little differences of view as to 
a few minor points of church polity and practice, there has existed 
from the very origin of our work, now over a hundred years ago, a 
sort of intense kindred spirit, which has ever refused to be satisfied 
without expression. This unfailing friendship unquestionably began 
away back in the ardent days of your revered Philip William Otter- 
bein, Martin Boehm, Christian Newcomer, Joseph Hoffman, and 
others, and our equally revered Jacob Albright, John Walter, George 
Miller, John Driesbach, and others. These men were all contempo- 
raries, and it. was by no means an uncommon thing for some of them 
to preach at the same appointments in eastern Pennsylvania. In those 
days they had a very bold and daring common enemy to fight, often 
bursting forth into severe persecution ; and so, instead of contending 
and vying with each other, as is too often the case, they wisely laid 
aside their jealousies and spent their united strength against a com- 
mon foe. [Applause.] This priceless life lesson, left to us as an en- 
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during legacy by our early fathers, should never be forgotten. God’s 
redeemed children, of whatever name or denomination, should always 
be sincere friends, and always helpful to one another. That thought 
has wonderfully impressed me since I am here. While I speak simply 
as a brother, I in particular this morning as a churchman would like 
to have you all believe that I am a real brother. Somehow I do not 
know how it is with you. If I am a good thermometer of the spirit- 
ual atmosphere, Jesus is here. [ Voices. Yes, yes.] 

' _ Thus it was that, in their constant round of ministerial duty, there 
chanced to be frequent meetings between Superintendent Albright 
and Bishop Newcomer, and it seems to be the testimony of history 
that they were close personal friends. And why not? To have been 
otherwise would not only have been un-Christian, but also unnatural. 
Our fathers were of the same Teutonic blood, they had imbibed the 
same religious faith, they preached the same fiery gospel, and they 
had the same general purpose in view. With such a beginning, and 
under such conditions, is it any wonder that an earnest and vigorous 
effort was made, shortly afterward, to effect an organic union? That 
was only to have been expected. For a number of years this move- 
ment went forward, having been pushed both publicly and privately, 
and both sides feeling confident of success, until it finally culminated 
in that now historic “Social Conference,” held in the home of Henry - 
Kumler, near Hagerstown, Maryland, on the 14th of February, 1817. 
This most sincere effort to get together organically, having -been 
championed by such men as Bishop Newcomer on the one side, and the 
influential John Driesbach on the other, the wonder is that it did not 
succeed. From the human standpoint, and at this distance, it seems 
a pity that it failed. [Voices. True, true.] But notwithstanding the 
failure of this movement, either, perhaps, because of the imperfection 
of human wisdom or judgment, or possibly because of an overruling 
Providence, yet we thank God to-day that our interest in each other’s 
welfare, and our consequent fraternal spirit toward each other, have 
never failed. This ever-abiding brotherly feeling has followed us 
right along down the pathway of the years, like the soft trend of an 
angel footstep, and it is with us still. Such a sweet family relation- 
ship is born only of the Spirit of God. We ’ve been eating all these 
years from the same table, and drinking from the same cup. In 
evidence of these statements we have not yet forgotten your kindly 
greetings sent to us through your now sainted brethren, Rev. B. F. 
Booth to our General Conference in the City of Chicago, Illinois, in 
1879, and Rey. E. Light to our ever-memorable General Conference 
in the city of Allentown, Pennsylvania, in 1883. Neither have we 
yet forgotten your kindly good will sent to us through your brother, 
Rey. H. J. Becker, in the troublous days of our pivotal General Con-, 
ference in the city of Buffalo, New York, in 1887. Is he still living? 
[Presiding Bishop. He is still living.] Is he here to-day? [Presid- 
ing Bishop. No, sir.] 


300 


UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 


After this it fell to our lot as a church to pass through seven long 
years of very serious and most regretful internal strife, emerging at 
last into that now historic but most delightful special General Con- 
ference, held in the city of Naperville, Illinois, in the late fall of 
1894. At this conference, on account of the peculiar character of the 
occasion, it was with exceptional pleasure that we had the honor of 
extending the hand of welcome to your chosen representatives to our 
body, in the persons of your well and favorably known Dr. W. M. 
Bell and Dr. G. A. Funkhouser. At that launching of our new ship 
of Zion, the coming of these brethren was to us somewhat like an 
angel visit, to bid us God-speed on our journey. That visit was 
highly appreciated, and will ever be remembered. Then again, at our 
General Conference in the city of Johnstown, Pennsylvania, in the 
fall of 1898, came to us your genial, racy, and trenchant editor, Dr. 
I. L. Kephart, who furnishes you with such a strong and clear 
Telescope, through which to see the pathway of duty and open your 
vision toward the heavenly city. [Applause.] We were highly 
pleased to welcome him into our midst, to hear the kindly expression 
of his good will, and to feel the firm grasp of his warm hand. At our 
last General Conference, held in Williamsport, Pennsylvania, we 
were deservedly denied the pleasure of a visit from some member of 
your body, for the reason that in some way we failed to instruct our 
delegate to you to invite the continuance of these fraternal courtesies. 
For this regretful omission we most freely take all the blame upon 
ourselves, and would therefore have you look upon it as merely an 
oversight, and not as an error of the heart. As for our reciprocal ex- 
pression to you from time to time, my predecessors have well spoken 
for themselves, and hence, in turn, I am only here to-day to reassure 
you of our continued fraternal regard, our abiding interest in your 
welfare, and especially our sincerest wish for your continued success 
in helping to build up the kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ. I am, 
furthermore, authorized by our last General Conference to invite you 
to continue these helpful and inspiring quadrennial visits in the 
future as in the past. We would therefore be pleased to welcome a 
representative from your body at our next session, to be held in the 
month of October, 1906, in the beautiful city of Cedar Rapids, Towa. 

Thus as two distinct denominations, each occupying its own house, 
we have been living and operating side by side in substantially the 
game territory, geographically speaking, for a little over one hundred 
years, and all this time, perforce of the burning, bursting, broad- 
hearted, and Christlike spirit within us, we have been periodically 
shaking hands across the garden fence. Naturally enough we look 
after a cause for such an effect. To find this we have not far to go, 
and need be in no doubt as to the correctness of our own conclusion. 
In the first place, while Albright himself was not of foreign birth, 
yet his parents came from Germany, and so he and Otterbein were 
substantially of the same nationality. Secondly, while both of these 
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men were of the same generation, and both were reformers among the 
Germans of eastern Pennsylvania and Maryland, yet neither of them 
started out with any intentior whatever of organizing another de- 
nomination of Christians. This idea was, indeed, so far from their 
original purpose that they yielded to the necessity of doing so at last, 
only in order to save the abundant fruitage of their labors from dis- 
integration and destruction. Both of these men seem to us to have 
moved forward in answer to the urgent cry of human need around 
them, as if constantly guided by some unseen yet unerring and loving 
hand, which uncovered to them but one step at a time. They seemed 
not to have been much concerned for consequences, so long as they 
walked in the ight of God. They seemed ever ready to take the step: 
nearest to them, meanwhile always expecting further orders. They 
took care of the present, leaving the future to take care of itself. 
Such a sentiment is not only sweet and comforting, but it is also full 
of wisdom. While it relieves the heart of unnecessary anxiety, it 
thereby also reserves one’s strength for present tasks. Then how 
much better for us all to-day, if we might be able to forever lay aside 
our.almost endless “whys” and “wherefores” about the present condi- 
tion of things, as also to forever dismiss our continous fret and worry 
about the possible outcome of things, and join with our revered 
fathers while they yet lived, in breathing with the poet in his happy 
vein: 
“T would not ask to know the future’s untried scenes, 

If life be dark with woe, or bright with sunny beams; 

I’d rather walk by faith, the while I cannot see, 

Leaving all with Him who saith he will our leader be.” 


Thus we see that, from the very beginning of our denominational 
organizations, even until this day, it has not only been a oneness in 
belief, and a consequent congeniality of spirit, but also-a similarity 
of procedure, which have all along tended to hold fast our fraternal re- 
lations. The order and character of our services, as well as the daily 
program of our various conferences, are so similar that a stranger 
would hardly be able to detect the difference. “In the process of the 
years, in common with our sister churches, we have each had our 
peculiar struggles to encounter, as well as our difficult problems to 
solve; but through our grace and courage we have thus far been able 
to meet and overcome these emergencies, and are now moving on, as 
we confidently trust, to a still greater and grander destiny. While 
you were settling the secrecy question a few years ago, we watched 
you with a sympathetic interest, and when, a little later, we were 
called upon to settle the question of republican government among 
us, as against autocratic rule, you watched us with an equal interest, 
and magnanimously gave to us the additional tender of a kindly, 
friendship. Under the peculiar circumstances at that time this act 
was very highly appreciated. No friendship can be more true, and 
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none ean well be more highly cherished than that which has been 
tested in the fire, and which abides in the time of trouble. It is like 
the unfailing, unaffected, unalloyed, and undying friendship of Him 
who said, “I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.” No wonder we 
Christians sometimes sing: 


“Blest be the tie that binds 
Our hearts in Christian love; 
The fellowship of kindred minds 
Ts like to that above.” 


But among all other considerations herein given, or that might be 
given, as reasons for our lifelong Christian brotherliness, stands pre- 
eminently that of. spiritual vitality. But for the distinct, clear, 
definite, direct, emphatic, and persistent call to our church fathers, 
by the Holy Spirit, into the actual experience of redeeming grace in 
Christ Jesus, it is not at all likely that either your church or ours, as 
organizations, would ever have had an existence. It was because Ot- 
terbein and Boehm, and Albright and Walter, had become soundly 
converted men, and therefore enjoyed in their hearts the unmistak- 
able “witness of the Spirit” that all this has come to pass. It re- 
quired the vital touch of divine life itself to give us birth. It takes 
life to beget life. Thus it was, as incontrovertible history attests, 
that our consecrated church founders, almost as clearly as that of a 
“Saul of Tarsus,” were divinely called to the special work which 
they so successfully accomplished. But for this one bright, blessed, 
foreshadowing, glorious fact of history none of us would be here to- 
day in this capacity. It takes a beginning to insure a consequence. It 
takes a warm atmosphere to bring forth®€ruitage. We are therefore 
but the legitimate product of an atmosphere heated even to the de- 
gree of intensity by the burning, shining “Sun of Righteousness.” 
In those days of sapless religion, tasteless formality, and frigid 
ritualism, this cold world was in sad need of both fire and fellowship, 
and so the indomitable energy and overflowing zeal of our church 
fathers seem to have been God’s own provision to meet the emer- 
gency. This is why our two churches were born in a veritable blaze of 
glory, wherein kindred hearts, like molten metal, naturally ran to- 

ether. 

‘i In your history you have a most beautiful and touching instance of 
this intermingling of hearts, in that great and now historic meeting 
once held by Martin Boehm in a barn in Lancaster County, Penn- 
sylvania. Otterbein, having previously known of Boehm and his 
work, but never before having seen him, had come to hear him preach. 
As the sermon went on, kindling as it proceeded into a flame of Holy 
Ghost fire, the great heart of Otterbein was so melted and moved un- 
der its spell and power that, at the close, and before the preacher had 
time to resume his seat, he arose and embraced him, with that now 
historic and most significant expression falling from his lips, “We are 


303 


TWENTY-FOURTH GENERAL CONFERENCE 


brethren.” Such was and still is the wonderful work of the Holy 
Spirit, and reminds us of that equally wonderful heart-burst of St. 
Paul to the Ephesian church,*“In whom also, after that ye believed, 
ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, which is the earnest 
of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, 
unto the praise of his glory.” But in this connection, and before we 
lose sight of this sweet incident of years long past, we United Evan- 
gelicals would have you remember that we were born in the very 
same atmosphere, were sealed with the same Spirit, were reared 
around the same table, and were recipients of the same glory; and 
this is why we are all “brethren.” 

So it now is that the wheels once set in motion by our fathers are 
still rolling on with the ever-rolling years, and all they need to keep 
them in perpetual motion, with constantly increasing momentum till 
the end of time, is plenty of the sweet oi] of the grace of God on their 
spindles. [Laughter.] To-day, after a fierce battle against wind and 
tide for over a hundred years, we still stand side by side as strong, 
hearty, stalwart plants in God’s vineyard, whose roots strike down 
deep into the same soil, and whose buds and petals, blossoms and 
fruitage, are continually bursting and reaching upward toward the 
same heavenly garner of unruftled peace and unfading love. [ Amen. | 
With such a beginning, and with such a record, what should our fur- 
ther progress and the final ending be? While this is a grave ques- 
tion, it is nevertheless easily answered. Let us “put on the whole 
armour of God,” as good soldiers of the Cross, and continue to “war 
a good warfare.” Let us be true to God, true to his Word, true to our 
mission, true to ourselves, true to each other, and true to the end. We 
need not waste our stieng@: in striving “about words to no profit.” 
It is enough that we faithfully follow in the footsteps of Jesus. “And 
let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if 
we faint not.” <As to 
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between us, which has been more or less under discussion in past 
years, in view of the friendly attitude we have always maintained with 
each other, it seems indeed a little strange that still closer relations 
have somehow never been effected. But as God’s ways are “higher 
than our ways,” and “his thoughts” than “our thoughts,” maybe he 
would not have it so. If he ever would, he will undoubtedly then 
make the pathway of duty so plain that none need mistake it. On 
this question I am not here with authority to make any overtures at 
this time, nor to give any expression whatever. If I know the pulse 
of my church, however, we would not have our hesitancy of some time 
ago to Jolin your present movement toward organic union with several 
of our sister churches, to be in any way misinterpreted. It was by no 
means because of any weakening of the bonds of Christian fraternity 
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on our part that we held aloof, but our people, having just passed 
through ten years of worrying uneasiness and uncertainty as to 
their future, were at that time in great need of absolute rest from all 
agitation of all kinds. Knowing, furthermore, that it would neces- 
sarily be a question of several years of discussion and deliberation 
before consummation could be reached, whatever might be the result, 
we therefore considered it the part of wisdom, for the time being at 
least, to “let well enough alone.” Meanwhile we are watching the 
progress of your movement with intense interest, and are praying that 
God may direct your every step, that no serious mistakes may be made, 
and that the finality may be such, when it is reached, as to conserve 
the best interests of all concerned. 

As to our numerical growth as Christian denominations, we have 
both, for some reason, in late years made a much better record finan- 
cially than we have spiritually. You are to be especially congratulated 
on your recent success in unloading your missionary debt; on your 
late generous contributions to your educational institutions; on the 
splendid increase of over two million dollars in the aggregate value 
of your church property within the past eight or ten years; and last, 

but not least, on the exceptionally fine Publishing House you have so 
recently erected. I would like to go down and take the hand of Dr. 
Funk on that. [Applause.] Well, I might just as well inject here 
that we are adding a twenty-five thousand dollar addition this year 
to our own in Harrisburg. Along these same lines we also 
think we have made a very creditable showing during the past ten 
years. Having lost nearly all our property during our late internal 
strife, after having spent scores of thousands in litigation, we were 
compelled to build anew, and hence there followed one of the most re- 
markable church- and parsonage-building eras, compared to the num- 
ber of workers, perhaps ever known of in denominational history. 
We have built modernly, conveniently and, in many instances, costly 
churches, ranging all the way from five thousand to sixty thousand 
dollars each, until we now have already an aggregate church and par- 
sonage property value of about three million dollars. We have also 
built many presiding elder district houses, so that our ministers, as a 
rule, now have modern and convenient homes in which to live. The 
best part of the story, however, is that most of these churches are al- 
ready paid for, and nearly all the rest are in easy financial condition. 
[Applause.] Our missionary treasury is also free from debt, and we 
are now replenishing it at the rate of about one hundred thousand 
dollars a year. [Dr. Funk. Good.] [Applause.] This makes an 
average missionary contribution per member throughout the entire 
church of about $1.50 [applause], and yet we have no active general 
missionary secretary in the field. [Applause.] If you can excel that, 
we would be pleased to hear your report. [Applause.] We also pay 
our preachers an average salary throughout the entire church of 
nearly $500 a year, this average, however, being much higher in some 
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of the individual conferences. During the past ten years we have also 
planted a most promising ntission in Changsha, Hunan Province, 
China, consisting at this time of nine missionaries sent from the 
homeland, besides the native helpers. In reference to our publishing 
interests, an arm of any church so vital to her progress, we already 
have a fine publishing plant and book emporium, located right in the 
heart of the city of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, valued at least at not 
less than $150,000. We like our present polity very much, and it is 
not likely that any very significant change will be made for many 
years to come. 

As to our increase in church membership since the launching of our 
new ship, in 1894, we have by no means advanced as fast as we 
should have done, but, after all, compared to the slow progress made 
by some of our sister denominations during this same period, we 
have no reason for complaint. Having emerged from our terrible or-’ 
deal of a few years ago, with a membership of only a trifle over 50,- 
000, as finally determined in 1895, we have thus far lifted this figure 
up to about 67,000, thus aggregating a total net gain since that time 
of about 17,000. This gives us an average annual net increase during 
the past decade of years of 1,700 members. But now, brethren, on 
this one vital point of saving perishing souls and populating heaven, 
neither of us, in proportion to the money, strength, and time we | 
spend, are advancing as fast as we ought to advance. [ Voice. That is 
true.] Our numerical progress is much too slow; and yet we dare not 
adopt the false idea, nowadays only too prevalent, that strength con- 
sists chiefly in numbers. It is vastly easier to enroll mere names 
than it is to capture truly penitent hearts. But what is the use in 
loading our lists with a great quantity of spurious material which 
must necessarily be overthrown just this side of heaven’s gate? God 
save us from any such deception. [Amen.] May we never forget 
that it requires quality to stand the merciless scrutiny of the coming 
judgment, and then pass on through the gates into the city. It is 
possibly the great emphasis we have both laid on the idea of quality, 
rather than quantity, all through our one hundred years of history, 
that has more or less all along retarded our numerical growth. But 
if this is so, be it said to our praise, rather than otherwise. We must 
never be found guilty of doing much work at the awful expense of 
good work. You will remember how our blessed Lord himself drew 
that line in his Sermon on the Mount. We dare not Jay down all the 
bars, and make the gateway wide, only to accommodate the crowds. 
That is the gate that “leadeth to destruction.” It is only the “narrow 
way” which “leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it’? If we 
are but comparatively “few,” we should nevertheless never forget 
that, while “many are called, but few are chosen.” Tt is a great thing 
to have numbers, but it is a greater and better thing to have 
“quality” and “character.” These charming twin _ sisters, 
bright as a springtime morning and sweet as a summer evening, con- 
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stitute the greatest need of the church and the world to-day. They 
were set like shining gems in the marching slogan of our church 
fathers. In the wake of that flag, beautiful emblem of the Man of 
Calvary, they went out to battle and on to victory. It is good enough 
for us. It has never lost its charm. It comes down to us as a precious 
legacy. May it ever lead us on through the battles yet to come, until 
behind its waving folds we shall at last march together through the 
gates into the beautiful city of God. [Applause.] 


BisHop Stanrorp. That would not be hard for you, but it is very 
hard for us; you know that you are so much larger. 

The Arion Quartet favored the Conference with the song, “I have 
heard of the land on the far-away strand.” 

BisHop STANFORD. Praise the Lord. 

Great applause followed the singing. 

Dr. W. E. Scuetu, of East Nebraska. I desire to present the fol- 
lowing resolution: : 


We hereby express our deep appreciation of the presence of Bishop 
Stanford, of the United Evangelical Church. We have heard with joy 
his inspiring fraternal address, and we hereby ask our Board of 
Bishops to appoint a delegate to bear the fraternal greetings of the 
United Brethren in Christ to the General Conference above named, 
to meet at Cedar Rapids, Iowa, in October, 1906. 

W. E. SCHELL. 


C. 8. Lone. 

The resolution was adopted. 

Tus Presipinc Bisnor. Brethren of the Conference, there is a 
brother here whom I have known for the past twenty years, and 
walked in delightful Christian fellowship with him, an honored rep- 
resentative of the Evangelical Association. He comes to bear the 
greeting of that body to you. Rev. Dr. Kanaga will now speak to you. 

Rev. J. B. Kanaaa, of Tiffin, Ohio. Mr. President, brethren, and 
that other inevitable element of the comprehensive brothers to you, 
sisters, I am glad that I am compelled to put that in after the admir- 
able and courteous example that preceded me. I bring to you the greet- 
ings of the General Conference of the Evangelical Association, and 
ask in return the reciprocal courtesy from you, assuring the brother 
or sister, whoever the representative may be, a cordial greeting and 
appreciative hearing. Let me say, before proceeding, that I enjoyed, 
with you the admirable fraternal address we have heard. A little 
while before our denominational unpleasantness, as a pastor in Cleve- 
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land, it was my happy pleasure to hear the voice of Bishop Stanford 
in my pulpit one night, then ‘in the relation of just retiring from the 
assistant editorship of our Evangelical Messenger. What he has 
said in regard to that relation of your organic union movement I 
think I am authorized to adopt, yet I have no authorization upon the 
subject at all, but I take the liberty of doing so, and, if they needed 
the period of rest, I am quite sure we needed that [applause], and I 
hope that, since God has given us rest, a little later—may it come 
speedily—he will give us reunion. [Applause.] If that reunion shall 
put Bishop Stanford upon the episcopal throne of the reunited Evan- 
gelical Association, I shall be glad to take an appointment from his 
hands. Now I feel that it would not-be wise to reiterate much ad- 
mirable historic matter that has been presented in the fine historic 
study. I might mention possibly our relation in a historic way with 
the Methodist Episcopal Church in contrast with your historic incep- 
tion continuing from the Reformed Church, although I know you are 
a little related to Methodism and we are related to both. You know 
that Otterbein was asked to officiate and assist in ordaining Asbury 
and to reciprocate Asbury preached the funeral of Otterbein. 


REV. J. B. KANAGA’S FRATERNAL ADDRESS. 


The Church of the United Brethren in Christ and the Evangelical 
Association are so similar in creed and ecclesiastical structure that 
cordial relations should ever exist between them. Coming into exis- 
tence at about the same time and place, they had the same spirit and 
purpose, though of different historical antecedents. The Rev. Jacob 
Albright, our founder and first bishop, after his conversion, united 
with the Methodist Church. He was satisfied and happy in the fel- 
lowship of this church. However, he was a German, and felt it to be 
his duty to extend the work of his church and Lord among the Ger- 
mans of eastern Pennsylvania. Confining his ministry to them, he 
lost his membership in the Methodist Episcopal Church, but their 
discipline he had translated into German -and operated the same 
methods on the basis of their doctrine and polity. Traditions of our 
original relations to Methodism have come down with us to this day, 
and have influenced our church life in recent decades. The religious 
experience and revival expedients of Otterbein were identical with 
those of Albright. Otterbein, with all his culture and qualification 
for the ministry, yet lacked the organizing genius of John Wesley 
and Francis Asbury; and both he and Albright, like the great Whit- 
field, seemed content to shake the tree while others gathered the fruit, 
And through all the years these denominations have contributed a 
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large and valuable element to the church life around them. This was 
cheerfully conceded in a conversation I had recently with a bishop of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church. 

If Otterbein was a man of rare character and qualification, others 
of like gifts and grace have been raised up among you. How well the 
episcopal leadership and flaming evangelism of Newcomer were 
adapted to this apostolic succession. And Edwards, the prophet Elijah 
of your Israel, and Glossbrenner, the Saint John of your episcopacy, 
are names worthy of being linked with the indescribable Weaver. 
And the high character and noble achievements of the men now at 
the head of your hosts still honor this high and holy office of* the 
church of God. 

The resignation of the high commission which was given the two 
older bishops was a memorable scene in your General Conference. 
The one a Barnabas, a sweet-souled, saintly man, full of faith and of 
the Holy Ghost; the other a man of culture and judicial mind, a man 
with whom a Plato or a Paul would haye loved to linger in converse 
on highest themes. When he came to his high office the church was 
in the midst of a storm period, and I believe he was raised up of God 
to a new era of larger life and growth. They did not step down and 
out. From a high place in your history their beneficent influence will 
shine out ever over all the Church. You honor them in life, and God 
will in death. 

Bishop E. R. Hendrix says the real progress of the race is due to 
the domination of the superior mind. Emerson says great men exist 
that there might be greater. Their genuine leadership may be ques- 
tioned during their lives, and a cross may block the way to a peaceful 
death, but such men reign whether from the scaffold or the throne, 
“the dead but sceptered sovereigns, who still rule our spirits from 

.their urns.” We make them our heroes, sooner or later, usually later, 
and we praise in them what we find most lacking in the common run 
of men. God never uttered a word in disparagement of the dignity of 
human nature. He put eternal honor upon it in the incarnation of 
our Lord. It has been well said that the glory of God is the living 
man, and the life of man is the vision of God. Man himself is a reve- 
lation, the revelation of nature come to consciousness and asking to 
know the origin of things, and, above all, the origin of the human 
spirit, between which and material nature there is a wider gulf than 
between the human spirit and the Father of spirits. We are nearer 
related to Deity than to dust. 

Tf the production of noble and exalted character is the highest 
function of church or state, then the United Brethren Church has been 
eminently useful in all her history. The production of Christian 
character has been her specialty all along, and since goodness is the 
highest type of greatness, the fruits of your denominational enter- 
prise and activity have been of the kind over which the angels in 
heaven rejoice, which defeats the devil and changes the count of God’s 
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elect above. As the field of your Church operations is enlarging and 
your energy of expansion abounding, you will need some new acces- 
sions to your denominational leadership, as it appears, and you have 
the men ripe and ready. That is why I am so bold, standing here 
with a manuscript in the midst of the rush of General Conference 
business, for you don’t dare to shoot at me, lest you hit a bishop, and 
I don’t dare to shoot at you, lest I might hit one. [Applause.] It is 
said that nature never sends a great man into the world without con- 
fiding the secret to another soul. There are a good many of you who 
think you have the secret. I hope the result will be harmonious. 

The intelligence of this General Conference can be safely trusted to 
discern the choice spirits whom God has raised up among you. A 
General Conference is a kind of day of judgment to general officers 
[laughter], and it may withal be a supreme test of the capacity of a 
denomination to respond to the best embodiment of spiritual impulse 
and intelligence and ecclesiastical wisdom which its leaders exemplify. 
If, as has been suggested by ,one of your bishops, you put the em- 
phasis ‘of administration and effort on aggressive evangelism, then I 
predict a quadrennium of glorious increase in membership and ma- 
terial resources. May I revise that, for I now recall that admirable 
article that Bishop Mathews wrote in the Telescope while the sainted 
Glossbrenner and Hott and Weaver in saintly shadows were hovering 
about him, emphasizing the fact that evangelism ought to be your 
specialty all the time and in every quadrennium. May God exercise 
his Judgment in your church life. A religious awakening as wide as 
the world is the need of the day, and this alone can give the swing of 
victory to the church of God and make this old world leap higher and 
the generations advance. We hail with fond hope the coming of the 
day when revivals like those in Atlanta and Denver, and in Wales and 
London, shall be the order of the day everywhere. 

I congratulate this General Conference and the Church on your 
position on the dominant moral issues of the day. You will utter an 
emphatic remonstrance against the tyranny of unscrupulous corpora- 
tions in riding rough-shod over the rights of individual enterprise. 
Our commercial liberty is in danger of invasion and overthrow. A 
prominent English statesman said that while they had one king, we 
had half a dozen over here. The Bible says the “righteous are bold as 
a lion.” If you want to see that illustrated in current events, look at 
Governor Hoch as he rises up against this ugly, oily old Amalekite of 
the age. 

On the temperance issue you will utter no uncertain sound. The is- 
sue is now sharply drawn in Ohio and Illinois. The fight. is on, and 
will not end till it ends in victory for God, and home, and’ native land. 
We have in Ohio a governor who has disgraced our State by his sub- 
serviency to the political boss and the saloon. Any man, whatever his 
gifts or position, who prostitutes his office to protect the saloon ought 
to be shot through and through with the volleys of the people’s ab- 
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horrence. Hear the end of it. I don’t want you to think I am anar- 
chistic or nihilistic in my proclivities. But I need not exhort you 
who see the situation through the Religious Telescope, and are edu- 
eated on all moral issues, and have the grace, the grit, and the gump- 
tion to look the devil in the face and tell him he is a devil. With ade- 
quate recognition of all the forces of evil around us, the cause of God 
is surely advancing against all odds and enemies. In our political 
life there is an awakening of conscience and a process of regeneration. 
The new governor of Missouri was elected on one plank of the plat- 
form God gave to Moses on Mt. Sinai, “Thou shalt not steal”’ It was 
old in the day of Moses, but the newest thing that Missouri had ever 
heard when Governor Folk rose up and said to the boodlers of St. 
Louis, “Thou shalt not steal.” [Applause.] And on that plank he was 
elected. [Applause.] And the fact that Theodore Roosevelt can see 
and scent corruption from. afar gave him the unprecedented majority 
with which the nation indorsed high character and moral courage in 
its chief executive. [Applause. ] 

Now, I thought just before rising, looking about this room to an 
honored name yonder, suggestive of moral heroism, John Brown, and 
remembering that you are on the soil of Kansas, the very State House 
of which embodies the efforts of the political economy that discrim- 
inates against the saloon in favor of universal prosperity, that you 
will give us such an utterance on the temperance question that will 
make the nations rejoice. You know there are two nations in this 
country—the Carrie, and then the other nation. I have enjoyed 
heartily this service. I am glad to be here to see you and to know you 
still better. Though my introduction was delayed, I just introduced 
myself to everybody, particularly to the man who greeted me heartily 
and said, “I understand this is Booker T. Washington.” [Laughter.] 
It reminded me of the courtesy that_once came to a governor of our 
State, Thomas Corwin. He said once, when he came to a town in 
central Ohio, that he had just had the funniest compliment from a 
lady he had ever received in his life; she said he was the handsomest 
man she ever saw; in fact, the handsomest colored man she ever saw. 
Well, we know each other better, and yet, referring to the mistake of 
the brother, I hold the name of Booker T. Washington in utmost 
honor, and would rather any time be mistaken for Booker T. Wash- 
ington than any man, whatever his complexion, who had the littleness 
to criticise the President because he asked him to dine with him, as 
a tribute to his intellect as well as to his color. I hope the Lord will 
bless you in your proceedings and make the outcome of this be satis- 
factory to the entire Church in the coming years. 

T am glad to see you and to say that we stand just where we did, 
old fashioned in our church life and view; and in our forms of wor- 
ship we are very similar to the past. We have a few people who will 
not kneel. I find that the trouble is not so much in the way that the 
churches are built as the way that they are built; and we believe that 
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you might all come perhaps to your knees occasionally with profit in 
a penitent mood. But whatever be your form, have the spirit of de- 
votion. [Voices. Amen.] And be sure that you pray like one who 
believes he is living in the vicinity of the throne of grace, and make 
connection sure, then the form will not be so vital, possibly. God 
bless you all. I appreciate this splendid courtesy and your extraor- 
dinary patience even in listening to these rambling remarks after such 
an admirable, historic study and interesting effort on the part of my 
beloved and honored brother in Christ. God bless you. [Applause. ] 


Great applause followed this address. 
BisHop Maruews. I think you will excuse me if I read a paper 
that will cover the ground of the other resolution: 


Inasmuch as the General Conference has been honored with the 
presence of Ex-Bishop W. M. Stanford, D. D., of Harrisburg, Pa., 
representing the United Evangelical Church, and Rev. J. B. Kanaga, 
A. M., of Tiffin, Ohio, bearing the greetings of the Evangelical As- 
sociation, we hereby express our highest appreciation of the fraternal 
greetings so ably and eloquently brought to us by these distinguished 
leaders of their denominations. We also take pleasure in reciprocat- 
ing the sweet spirit of Christian fellowship and good wishes voiced 
by our honored guests on this occasion, and most sincerely bid our 
two sister denominations, through their appointed representatives, 
God-speed in their effort and mission to spread scriptural holiness, 
emphasize spiritual Christianity, build up personal righteousness, 
and hasten the coming of the universal dominion of the kingdom of 
God on earth. May we all join hands as denominations in emphasiz- 
ing personal and general evangelism in the earth, so that the perish- 
ing millions in home and foreign fields shall be speedily won to God, 
and the crown of universal kingship shall be placed upon the brow 
of our common Lord and Savior. 

We recommend that fraternal delegates be selected by this body to 
represent our own Church at the next General Conferences of the 
Evangelical Association and the United Evangelical Church, wher- 
ever they shall meet in their quadrennial sessions. 

G. M. Marnews. 
N. Castiez. 
The resolution was agreed to. 


Tue Presipixe Bisnop. Brethren of the Conference, this is a rep- 
resentative of the Methodist Episcopal Church, a man who has been 
associated with some of the most advanced movements of that church, 
one of the most distinguished bishops of that church, Rev. Dr. Hamil- 
‘ton, I now present to you. 2 

Rev. Joun W. Hamiuron, D. D., of San Francisco, California. Mr. 
Chairman and Brothers: I am charged with no commission. Passing 


312 


UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 


through your city, I am here simply by the force of atmospheric pres- 
sure which is fast bringing us all into one fellowship. I am so much 
in sympathy with the spirit of union that is in the atmosphere that I 
could not refrain from coming in here simply to let you know which 
side I am on. [Applause.] Our great family has many heads, but 
only one heart. We are not rejoicing so much in our differences as in 
our agreements. We had a couple of colored brethren in the South 
when I was in the educational work there that. did rather boast of 
their differences, a Methodist and Baptist brother in  con- 
_troversy. One of them was trying to tell which was the bigger church 
and the other was trying to answer him. One of them said he knew 
his was the biggest, because there were sixteen divisions among them 
and only thirteen among the other one. [Laughter.] Oh, it is in the 
air for us to get together [voices, Amen] and follow fast after our 
common Lord, in his spirit to do his work. [Amen.] I would not 
be true to my knowledge of your history if I did not in this presence 
acknowledge that a very large share of our apostolic success came 
from the venerable brother of your Church who assisted in the ordin- 
ation of our first bishop in this country. [Great applause.] I think 
if we can go back to the days of the fathers and court the spirit of 
the conference when Mr. Otterbein joined with our presbyters in the 
ordination of Asbury, we will be getting into such fellowship as will 
enable us to do the work of the Master better than we have ever done 
it before. [Voices, Amen.] All hail to one hundred years ago, and 
when our lips are done may there be millions more rejoicing in the 
one hundred years to come, [Great applause. ] 
Rey. H. Deat, of Minnesota Conference. I rise to present an 
amendment to the report on memoirs: 


Wuereas, We havé so many names on our list of memorials, there- 
ee That the speakers chosen to speak for these brethren be 
limited to five minutes each. 

A AD BAT. 
Gro. P. Hort. 

The amendment was adopted. 

Dr. Trursioop, of Northern Illinois Conference. I offer the fol- 


lowing: 


Resolved, That the service arranged for Miss Eva Marshall Shontz, 
of Chicago, president of the Young People’s Christian Temperance 
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Union, to be held on Sunday morning at eight o’clock, in the Audi- 
torium, be made a part of this General Conference program..’ 


Signed by Dr. Trueblood and others. 

On motion of Rey. A. P. Funkhouser, this was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Order of Business. 

Dr. D. R. Miturr, of Sandusky Conference. I hold in my hand a 
communication to this General Conference, signed by Wm.c Hayes 
Ward, of the Congregational Church, and many others interested in 
church federation. This pertains to the federation of all the evan- 
gelical churches in this country and speaks for the importance of 
holding a general conference of such churches. I wish to have the 
secretary read it to this Conference for action. 

Assistant Secretary Schaeffer read the paper, as follows: 


To the General Conference of the United Brethren Church. 


Faruers AND BRETHREN: Permit us to address you on the subject 
of the codperative relationship of the churches of Jesus Christ in 
Christian work. 

The National Federation of Churches and Christian workers has 
for its object to promote the cooperation of churches of various com- 
munions through the formation of state and local federations in or- 
der to secure united and effective churches and communities. In the 
four years of its existence the National Federation has accomplished 
much in fostering the principles and giving an impetus to the prac- 
tical workings of federation. In a number of cities and towns the 
federated churches have in concerted effort taken a religious census 
of. the population, organized successful codperative parish work, dis- 
covered and directed to the churches of their choice families that had 
dropped away from church attendance, and thus saved many who 
otherwise would have been utterly lost to the churches. In some 
cities the work of local federations has been directed to the econcen- 
tration of effort for the removal of social evils, the cleansing of the 
centers of vice and corruption, and the promotion of temperance, 
Sabbath observance, and general morality. The affiliation of the 
local churches has often proved a beneficent moral force in the ad- 
ministration of civic affairs. In a number of the States, the National 
Federation has aided in the formation of State organizations, which 
direct the work in their several States. This has required the ap- 
proval and aid of the State synods, conferences, and conventions of 
the several denominations, and their codperation has been freely 
given. These State and local federations have made somewhat clearer 
to the world outside what is the essential unity which underlies de- 
nominational diversity. 

We believe that the growing interest in federation and the wide- 
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spread conviction of the great possibilities. contained in federative 
movements indicate that the time is opportune for the extension, and 
strengthening of the principles of federation. A national secretary 
like ours, however, cannot undertake the immense task of organizing 
coéperative work in the thousands of cities and tens of thousands of 
towns in our country. It has neither authority nor desire to inter- 
vene in the great questions which vitally concern the various denom- 
inations as denominations. We believe that the great Christian 
bodies in our country should stand together and lead in the discus- 
sion of and give an impulse to all great movements that “make for 
righteousness.” We believe that questions like that of the saloon, 
marriage and divorce, Sabbath desecration, the social evil, child 
labor, relation of labor to capital, the bettering of the conditions of the 
laboring classes, the moral and religious training of the young, the 
problem created by foreign immigration, and international arbitra- 
tion—indeed, all great questions in which the voice of the churches 
should be heard—concern Christians of every name and demand their 
united and concerted action if the church is to lead effectively in the 
conquest of the world for Christ. 

It is our conviction that there should be a closer union of the 
forees and a more effective use of the resources of the Christian 
churches in the different cities and towns, and, when feasible, in 
other communities and fields, with a view to an increase of power and 
‘of results in all Christian work. 

The experience of the National Federation has made it clear that 
very many of the churches of the several communions are ready to 
come closer together in the common service of the Master. This has 
led us to raise the question whether a more visible, effective, and com- 
prehensive fellowship and effort is not desirable and attainable. 

And yet we might not have considered it to be our duty to propose 
action to this end if the suggestion and request had not been directly 
brought to us through formal ecclesiastical channels. It has been said 
to us that it might seem presuming for any one denomination to 
make such a proposal to the other denominations, but that such a 
proposal could better come from an organization like ours, which in- 
cludes representatives of the various denominations. 

We therefore take the liberty to address you. 

In order to secure an effective organization of the various Prot- 
estant communions of this country for the practical ends indicated, 
we would suggest that a conference of representatives, accredited 
by the national bodies of said Protestant denominations, meet in 
New York City, in November, 1905, to form such a representative 
organization as may seem proper to them. It is understood that its 
basis would not be one of creedal statement or governmental form, 
but of codperative work and effort. It is also understood that the or- 
ganization would have power only to advise the constituent bodies rep- 
resented. 


315 


TWENTY-FOURTH GENERAL CONFERENCE 


We invite your hearty codperation and participation by representa- 
tion. - i 

We would take the liberty more definitely to suggest that the num- 
ber of representatives from each denomination be fifty, for such as 
number five hundred thousand and upwards, ten for such as number 
one hundred thousand and upwards, and not more than five for those 
numbering less than one hundred thousand. 

We do not ask you to develop or adopt our organization. Ours is 
a voluntary federation. What we propose is a federation of denom- 
inations, to be created by the denominations themselves. We have 
no elaborated plan or scheme of organization to present for approval. 
That would not be proper. 

We do not desire to present arguments in support of such a federa- 
tion. We would that all should agree that the different Christian 
communions, largely one in spirit and devoted to one Lord, should 
by united effort make visible to the world their catholic unity, that 
the world may know “Him whom the Father hath sent,” and that at 
length his prayer for the oneness of his people may be more fully an- 
swered. If this seems to you as it does to us, an object to be partly 
achieved in the way we suggest, we ask your consideration and ap- 
proval of our proposal. 

We also suggest, if this proposal be approved, that you authorize 
the National Federation to act in making arrangements preliminary 
to the meeting of the conference of the representatives of the 
churches; and it is requested, in that case, that you appoint one per- 
son who shall be your special representative for purposes of corre- 
spondence with the committee of arrangement for the conference. 

Wishing you the divine blessing on your deliberations, and on the 
churches which you represent, we are, fathers and brethren, 

Yours in the service of our common Lord and Master, 
Winuiam Hayes Warp, of the Congregational Churches. 
Winiiam Henry Roperts, of the Presbyterian Alliance. 
Crarues L. Toomeson, of the Presbyterian Church in U. 8S. A. 
Joun B. Catvert, of the Baptist Churches. 

Henry L. Morenouss, of the Baptist Churches. 
FRANK Mason Norrn, of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
WituiaM I. Haven, of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
Joachim Ermemnporr, of the Reformed Church in America. 
Grorce U. Wenner, of the Lutheran Church General Synod. 
Rivineton D. Lorn, of the Freewill Baptist Churches. 
Committee of Correspondence. 
J. CLEVELAND Capy, President. 
Ensas B. Sanrorp, Secretary. 


Dr. D. R. Mitten. Now, Mr. Chairman, I move you that the invi-s 
tation extended in that paper to this Conference be accepted, and 
that the Board of Bishops are hereby requested to appoint ten repre- 
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sentatives of this body to meet with the convention suggested, in New 
York City, in November, 1905, and that they also appoint one person 
to be the special representative from this body, as suggested in the 
paper. 

Tur Preswine BisHor. I cannot recognize that, since you have an 
order already that this should go before the appropriate committee 
before it can be acted upon. 

Bisnop Kepuart. I move you that this communication as read be 
referred to the Committee on Federation, the joint Committee on 
Federation. 

Seconded. 

The motion was adopted, and it was so referred. 

Rev. N. L. Vez; of Neosho Conference. I have a resolution which 
I want to present to this body this morning: 


Resolved, That it is the sense of this General Conference that, in 
the election of the heads of departments of the general work of this 
Church, so far as possible and practicable, laymen be elected, 
leaving many of our able preachers to the ministry of the Word, in- 
stead of attending to the business of the Church. 


Rev. N. L. Vuze. I wish to say before I take my seat that I have 
had convictions along this line, and when I heard Dr. McKee’s state- 
ment of yesterday, I was encouraged to offer this resolution to the 
General Conference. 

Seconded. 

This resolution was referred to the proper committee, the Com- 
mittee on State of the Church. 

Rev. H. S. Gane, of Eastern Pennsylvania Conference. I move 
that we do now adjourn. : 

Seconded. 

Announcements were made of various meetings of committees. 

Dr. J. R. Parker, of Philomath College, Oregon, was given permis- 
sion to make an announcement, as follows: I would like to say, by 
your permission, that we are losing hundreds of people every year 
for want of touch with people who are going to the Pacific Coast, and 
T began this work three or four years ago, and I would like to an- 
nounce that I would be pleased to receive the names of any persons 
who are contemplating moving to the Pacific Coast, to put them in 
touch with our pastors on different parts of the coast. Now this an- 
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nouncement is made as a matter of church interest, and I have 
thought that our pastors would*help us in this work. 

Colonel Robert Cowden called attention to the banquet of the 
alumni of the Bible Normal Union, to be held Wednesday evening at 
half past six o’clock in the United Brethren Church of Topeka. 

Rev. H. U. Roop, of Eastern Pennsylvania Conference, read a let- 
ter from the professor of physics, in Washburn College, inviting the 
members of the Conference to visit that institution. 

The motion to adjourn was adopted, and Bishop Stanford pro- 
nounced the benediction. 


FIFTH DAY—AFTERNOON SESSION. 


; TUESDAY, May 16, 1905. 
Bishop Castle presiding. 


Devotional services conducted by Rev. J. A. Richardson, of Wis- 
consin Conference. 

Prof. R. R. Mohn, of Webster City, Iowa, conducted the singing. 
Song, “Jesus, keep me near the cross,” was followed by prayer by Revs. 
L. L. Schoonover and A. C. Wilmore. “Leaning on the everlasting 
arms” was sung, followed by the reading of the Thirty-fourth Psaln, 
followed by prayer by Dr. Richardson. 

The devotional services closed with singing, “Thou thinkest, Lord, 
of me.” 

THE Presiping Bisnop. The Conference is now in order. Is there 
any miscellaneous business which you wish to present? If not, I will 
call for the report of the Committee on Superintendency. 

Rev. A. W. Baturncer, of Sandusky Conference. As instructed by 
the General Conference, the report ig now in the hands of the printer, 
and I do not know whether it is here or not. Dr. Funk will know. 

Rey. A. P. Funxuouser, of Virginia Conference. While waiting 
on the distribution of this report, the Committee on Order of Busi- 
ness will make a report, if you will hear it. . 

S. E. Kumurr, of Miami Conference. Your Committee on Order 
of Business would report as follows: 
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ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


No. 6, Missionary Interests. 

No. 8, Educational Institutions. 

No. 14, Ministry of the Church. 

No. 15, Itinerancy. 

No. 18, Church Membership. 

No. 21, Judiciary. 

No. 27, Nominations of Church Boards. 

No. 24, Expenses of Delegates. 

No. 4, State of the Church. 

No. 5, Moral Reform. 

We recommend that eight o’clock Sunday morning, at the Audi- 
torium, be set apart for the address of Miss Eva Marshall Shontz, 
a Chicago, president of the Young People’s Christian Temperance 

nion. 

We recommend that the committees, when called, report by title, 
giving the name and number of the committee only and then, without 
further action, the report be printed. 

; A. P. Funxuouser, Chairman. 
S. E. Kumurr, Secretary. 


Dr. Brerman, of Eastern Pennsylvania Conference. I move that 
the report of the Committee on Order of Business be adopted. 

Seconded by Rev. L. W. Stahl. 

Rey. W. R. Berry, of Virginia Conference. The part of. the report 
referring to Miss Shontz is in the hands of the Committee on Devo- 
tion, and the report on it is ready; it was placed in our hands this 
morning. 

Rey. A. P. Funxnousrer. As I remember, the report was made to 
comply with the action of the conferences for referring the resolu- 
tion to the committee this morning, and, I may say further, that, by 
adopting this report, the committees this afternoon may simply read 
title and numbers of the report, and, without further action of the 
Conference by report or otherwise, the report will immediately go to 
the printer and save time. 

Rev. A. GC. Witmore, of White River Conference. I do not think 
the General Conference should proceed in that way with the reports 
of the committees. We ought to have a chance to discuss these re- 
ports and hear them read. The reading of the report the first time 
gives the information to the Conference as to the character of the 
report, and the second reading gives time to sufficiently understand 
the report. I do not think we ought to adopt any gag rule, or any 
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rule by which you will deprive members of this Conference from hay- 
ing the fullest right to investigate and understand the report. This ° 
motion will deprive us of that privilege, and I am opposed to it. 

Rev. L. W. Staut. I move to strike out the last item. 

Seconded. 

Rev. A. P. Funxuoussr, of Virginia Conference. This is no new 
way of doing business; it is done by everybody. What is to be gained 
by spending an hour or two hours this afternoon in hearing brethren 
read their reports when we take no action, but simply refer them to 
the printer, and then afterwards, just as is contemplated, the reports 
come back to us in printed form and are distributed to us, and we 
have at least one day for every one to look at them and become ac- 
quainted with them. : 

Tue Presipinc BisHop. On the amendment you will not take much 
time. Are you ready to vote? 

Bisoop Maruews. I would like to inquire as to the printing of 
these reports and their distribution. Does it require one day before 
they can be considered? I understand that you have called up one re- 
port already, and there is an order of business for to-morrow. If these 
reports are to be printed and be in the hands of the brethren to care- 
fully review them, you hardly have time for this. 

Rev. L. W. Sraut, of Allegheny Conference. If I understand the 
report of the committee, it does not say that these reports shall be 
printed and distributed twenty-four hours before action shall be 
taken on the report. My past experience in General Conferences has 
been this, that some of the reports may contemplate very few and 
slight changes in the Discipline, hence we were ready to take action 
on the reports by the suspension of the rules, and without going to 
the expense of having them printed. This worked very well, and I 
believe we would do well to vote down that part of the report and 
have these reports read. We can decide then, and have them printed 
if necessary. If it: is not necessary, we can save that expense and 
adopt the report under the suspension of the rules immediately. 

The motion to strike out does not prevail. 

The report was adopted. 

Dr. WM. McKer, of Miami Conference. Please allow me to request 
that I be permitted to present my reports on Church Erection, Union 
Biblical Seminary, Sabbath School, and Beneficiary Education. 
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Tue Presipine Bisnor. As Treasurer? 3 

Dr. McKes. Yes, sir. And if it please you and the Conference I 
shall be willing to hand them out without reading, only so they be- 
come official. I do not wish to consume time. Neither one of them 
will take over five minutes to read. 

Rev. A. P. Fuyxuouser, of Virginia Conference. I move, Mr. 
Chairman, that the brother read them by title, and it won’t take two 
minutes to read them all. 

Dr. Funx. I rise to a question of privilege. I have in my hand the 
report of the Committee on Boundaries. They desire to make some 
corrections. Shall I hand this report back to the committee? 

Tue Presipine Bisnor. I think that will be by common consent. 

Rey. A. P. Funxuouser, of Virginia Conference. I understand . 
that the report is in the hands of the Conference, and that an amend- 
ment will have to be made for every one alike. 

Tue Presipine BisHor: Has it been in possession of the Conference 
the requisite length of time? 

Dr. Funk. I made the statement that I had it printed in my hands, 
and Brother Funkhouser heard the statement. 

Rey. A. P. Funkuouser. That is the reason I say that it belongs 
to the Conference. 

Dr. Fun. All right. 

Pror. E. 8. Lorenz, of Miami Conference. And by common consent 
the General Conference said that the committee might have it back 
again. 

THE Presipinc BisHorp. Are you all agreed by common consent that 
it shall go back? If so, say, Agreed. Any dissenting voice anywhere ? 
It is agreed. 

Tue Presipinc Bisnop. I would like the privilege for President 
Bonebrake to be heard for just a moment. 

Voices. Hear, hear. : 

Professor Bonebrake, of Campbell College, read an invitation from 
the Commercial Club of Holton, inviting the Conference to visit Hol- 
ton and Campbell College on Saturday afternoon, May 20, as follows: 


Hotton, Kansas, May 13, 1905. 


To the Members of the United Brethren Conference, Topeka, Kansas. 


You are cordially invited to visit our city on such day as may suit 
your convenience during the Conference session. Very truly yours, 
Tur Houron Commercta, Leacur. 
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At this point Rev. Wm. McKee, Treasurer, was permitted to pre- 
sent his reports. 

Rev. Wm. McKee. I bring you first the report of the Union Bibli- 
cal Seminary for the quadrennium ending March 31, 1905. 


REPORT OF THE TREASURER OF UNION BIBLICAL SEMINARY, 


RECEIPTS. 
Conference assessments ........02+0c2ee% $ 15,343 68 
Cash on notes and subscriptions ......... 59,625 79 
Bequests scolleetedis ties <tc tekerst eis. iets some odes 495 23 
Endowment loans returned .............. 14,437 23 
Hndowment interest collected............. 3,498 47 © 
Inberest= collected hs acta ss ade sas cece cree ees 2,094 33 
Contingent Fund collected ...........09>-. 7,675 67 
Dept ebundScollected! se. < cise. n ola tepieiecre mie 4,074 00 
VETM COM SCTE, aa vice, o- seye ava-acecereeeronsaisromevenceene 938 50 
PNTAMIUITTESta COMLECEER aeiars ce cnasener ier rae erates 808 95 
Bright’s Library collections ............. 125 00 
HZ OLLO WE AMODEY, su. cnsrsreeeneeerene tatener c/o fare naas ais 2,000 00 
Mivscellamecous™ ancon erecchomnerateces teeta: «e.cie reams 4,290 47 
$115,407 32 
EXPENDITURES. 
Salaries paid Faculty and Officers ........ $ 29,968 52 
Loans paid during the year:.............. 48,326 89 
Interest, room rent, discount, exchange.... 4,023 23 
Taxes, insurance, improvements ......... 1,300 81 
Endowment fund replaced ............... 19,102 00 
Traveling expenses, Board and Officers.... 1,356 97 
Printine and ustaciomety een. ocecctae lee wetenete susie 400 26 
ITs cella Ous crests, sais-as avelacchalncetielecarey tres 4,291 20 
FATIMNLGLOS Del Ctoatrapsnsicieiaies«: «care etehe, aesseptetes as 988 90 
Room rent for students paid ............ 497 50 | 
Repairs to Seminary property ........... 981 23 
Wonting ent Expenses! a... 2..<: arekl wears Miccelaesee 2,762 00 


Balance in Treasury March 31, 1905 1,407 81 
$115,407 32 
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RECEIPTS. 

ANNUAL CONFERENCES. 1902 1903 1904 1905 TOTAL. 
PURO RET ea yraseetecceece Ge enter cicc= secconc cacuussascs coceeshce | sch eacese eeecaecs $315 75 $505 55 $527 50} $1,348 80 
Arkansas Valley.. ees Bail eae waseasmegecuee 1 50 47 55 39 00 101 55 
California............ $i1 00 10 GO 13 00 8 00 42 00 
Colorado.........:.--. 16 (0 20 00 21 00 17 91 74 91 
Columbia River... 1 50 6 47 QUAD Ai ueatsscneremss ily pA 
Des Moines........... BBE ST Ae deccesaceeone 61 15 59 34 209 30 
Kast Nebraska..... 29 50 DDO | Racscetieccs ceases 90 50 147 50 
EAS TPO) TI R@ eee esse osAc sc cosca sas Soeeur ccs valansteeeeeces| sustenace sekaseres 128 28 276 00 838 50 742 73 
East Tennessee.......... 3 60 2 90 2 75 1 50 10 15 
Bastern Pennsylvania..........2.......escesssces | cceresesreceseesee 549 00 550 00 550 00 1,649 00 

112 11 ~ 121 38) 101 16 421 39 


wee at 
Minnesota... 
Missouri...... 
Neosho 
Northeast ages? 
Northern [)linois... 
North Nebraska 
Northwest Kansas.. 
Ohio German 
Oklahoma......... 
Ontario .... 
Oregon.........-. 
Pennsylvania. 
Sandusky ... 

Ee guraeast Ohio... 
St. Joseph 
Upper Wabash.. 
Wirginia......-...... 
West Africa....... 
West Nebraska 
West Tennessee 
West Virginia... 
White River 
Wisconsin 








Cash on Notes and py seri Lams: 
Bequests collected..........- se 
Endowment Loans returned.. Lente 
Endowment Interest collected. 
Lnterest collected.........:cseccecceeee 
Contingent Fund collected... 
Debt Fund 
Rent collected........ 
Annuities collected.............-- 
Bright’s Library collected ... 
Borrowed Momey...-.--sscceceeeees 
Miscellaneous 





Grand Total 



















500 70 
182 50 
309 50 


$1,577 34 
$29,026 90 
495 23 
1,100 00 


240 20 


$33.361 13 





























antec Suewanicnc ties 30 44 36 00 66 44 
31 00 24 25 28 25 83 50 
eueeaesceateokerd 53 00 40 00 93 00 
66 60 73 50 75 00 215 10 

104 98 119 28 114 00 338 26 

6 00 6 50 10 00 26 50 

35 00 26 OU 26 75 87 75 

44 00 40 40 43 00 127 40 
suetenactvenaecatee 23 95 30 50 54 45 
18 50 14 00 10 88 43 38 

yO eccionccaneceeeceas 10 50 23 50 
cemueetasscecaeees 403 47 600 41 1,003 88 
682 34 703 64 614 65 2,501 33 

Beep cecss cate ore 256 75 212 97 652 22 
339 70 826 30 322 75 1,298 25 

78 30 101 75 54 00 234 05 

Pa ieaneseaekee) 59 10 73 05 154 73 
19 00 22 25 25 50 16 15 

28 00 36 00 22 50 125 50 

175 30 162 52 163 06 650 83 

3 00 DEMON cieccaneaonspencs 51 00 

$3,498 64 $5,043 09 $5,224 61) $15,343 68 
$29,046 21 $1,550 68 2 00 59,625 79 
soabadooactiocesese 495 23 

8,463 40 14,487 23 

1,729 22 3,498 47 

1,026 33 2,094 33 

1,341 10 7,675 67 

1,900 00 4,074 00 

446 00 938 50 

aetdcbetealseaasce 808 95 

715 00 125 00 

2,000 00 2,000 00 

4,167 29 236 01 "382 40 4,290 47 
$40,712 14] $19,479 42] $22,590 06) $115,407 32 
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EXPENDITURES. 
1902 1903 1904 1905 TOTAL. 

Salaries paid faculty and officers............ $6,131 66 $3,359 96] $7,688 50} $7,788 40} $29,968 52 
Loans paid during year ..............ssssesserees 18,628 02 25,198 87 1,500 00 3,000 00} 48,326 89 
Interest, room rent, discount, exchange.. 2,250 73 iff 281 00 298 33 193 17 4,023 23 
Taxes, insurances, improvements...........- 127 62 "624 64 356 19 192 36 1,300 81 
Endowment Bund TEPlACO Mh. ceca cusecstrsssessac) sceaesreatenesaies 6,452 00 2,750 00 9,960 00 19,102 00 
Traveling Expenses, Board and Officers. 125 51 857 4 403 58 470 39 1,356 97 
Printing and Stationery..........cccsccceesseeneee 182 56 121 15 400 26 
Miscellaneous.............. P 677 OL 744 39 4,291 20 
ATAMUIGIOS PAIGs.<c-se.sssccones acess 808 95 179 95 988 90 
Room rent for students paid... 340 00 157 50 497 50 
Repairs to Seminary property.: Mallets 489 28 491 95 981 23 
Contingent Expemses.............csescceseerreees eee 2,162. OO | ceenanessesecauntg 2,762 00 
Balance in treasury. March 31, 1903..<.<0<.0<| «-sesessessesctes |\coscceacsucocccerel cavaceseecscenecse 1,407 81 1,407 81 

RO LA reraecne tpte onc es 3s passin ssaseh aves sovess eases $28,313 59| $44,190 26] $18,256 40} $24,647 07 $115,407 32 


Dayton, Ohio, March 31, 1905. 
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Rev. J. Stons, of St. Joseph Conference. I move that the report 
be adopted. 

Seconded. 

Pror. Marx Keppet, of California Conference. Before that report 
is adopted I think it ought to be referred to a committee to audit it. 
I move that, in lieu of these reports being read, that they be dis- 
tributed and referred to the proper committees. We have not time to 
consider them: now. 

Rey. G. H. Hinton, of Neosho Conference. I believe these brethren 
are getting into a terrible hurry. I wish they would heed what our 
brother said. He said that he had just found out that God was not 
in a hurry. I do not see the necessity of hurrying the reports through 
in this way. I believe that it is the sense of this body that we may hear 
them and have a little time to think. I think we are crowding things 
just a little too fast. 

Tue Presiping BisHor. The motion was to adopt, but I believe the 
proper order is to refer to the committee. What will you do? By 
common consent will you refer it to the proper committee ? 

It is so done by common consent. 

Rey. Wm. McKer. I now present the report of the Educational 
Beneficiary Fund, the report ending March 31, 1905. 


REPORT OF THE TREASURER OF THE EDUCATIONAL BENEFICIARY FUND. 


RECEIPTS. 
Conference assessments ............... $ 9.667 30 
Loans to students returned ........... 7,985 99 
Bequests and legacies collected ......... 995 46 
CACAO ly Waive VON ifeuers «1 slats lenaie «1s ae 32 25 
Miscellaneous receipts: ..........0....- 158 35 

Donations and subserfptions, including 
palicimice eA riled GO Mere. eit ore bara renees 1,330 88 

S$ 20270 23 
EXPENDITURES. 

Moan nmadenloustidentss ame rome. on meee OO 100) 
rave line me xPClSCSdmteretaie = «eerie lleriere 439 64 
Sige (IRN Pos sec omolao aan econ ds cleo 584 (5 
Miscellaneous expenditures ............ 534 76 
Balance in Treasury April 10, 1905 644 08 


$ 20,170 23 


325 


TWENTY-FOURTH GENERAL CONFERENCE 


REPORT OF THE TREASURER OF THE EDUCATIONAL BENEFICIARY 
FUND FOR THE QUADRENNIUM ENDING APRIL 10, 1905. 


RECEIPTS. 








CONFERENCES, 


Allegheny... 
Arkansas Valley. 
California 
Chickamauga 
Colorado....... 
China.. ues 
Columbia. River .. 
Des Moines.. 
East Nebraska .. 4 
East Ohio............. 
East Tennessee.. 
ee Penneylvania.. 
Krie.. ch 

















Lower Wabash... 
Miami. ate 
Michigan .. 
Minnesota .. 6 
Missouri 
Neosho... 
Northwest Kansas.. 
Northern Illinois... 
North Nebraska 
Northeast Kansas 
Ohio German............. 
Oklahoma 
Ontario 
Oregon : 
Poennsylvania........s..00 sevee 
Sandusky 
HOuUuphOast ONO tsscsaccrseescseecouceactes 
St. Joseph 
Upper WGRASR 
WATS ial aiccsicecccsesecsacstcslvascccsacecetweens 
WiesteAtricn css seacccus laine 
West Nebraska 
Wiest Tennessee ....csciccsececscescccencte 
WOR Gr Vie i Til 90s si vecssececssonteavcccanes 
White River 
NWA SCONGI Ts tocecsusce-asencccennccctasteunary 
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Hann ee eens dee eenens eeeease 


OOo eee eens ee eneren se eenees 
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Donations, subscriptions, etc. 
April balance, 1901 
Bequests and ore 
Educational Day Fund 
Loans returned.. ZA 
Miscellaneous receipts. 


Grand Totals’..c.ciccecn0 








bipeneas 





1902 





19038 





$158 40 








18 60 
$2,133 75 





1,330 88 
990 46 


T8470 














$5,696 79 


$169 15 
vp) 








$4,727 32 


1904 


$189 80 
15 55 








1905 





Totals. 


$705 85 











158 35 


$2,553 81 


"2,645 79 


$9,667 30 


1,330 88 
9 


7,985 99° 
158 35 





$4,546 52 





$5,199 60 


$20,170 23 
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EXPENDITURES. 
1902 1903 1904 1905 Totals. 
Pe a ie a ee 
Loans made to StU cece ececes “A aves $4,346 00) $4,141 00 $4,345 00 $4,635 00) $17,967 00 
Traveling expenses 110 45 101 59 111 71 115 89 439 64 
Salaries paid .............---.- 39 75 245 00 150 00 150 00 584 75 
Miscellaneous expenses.. Sheen Ti 34 110 65 251 78 100 99 534 76 
Balance in Treasury..-...----..s0--sseeeeeeseseeneee Bes RASS ill Usdee essa ceeame ea eganatea 446 36 446 36 
Seay dae Vote ite ceccat hatcnuseniiaeesean ac sieicaare<sho oxen $5,067 54 $4,598 24 $4,858 49 $5,448 24) $19,972 51 




















By common consent this report was adopted and referred to the ap- 


propriate committee. 
Rey. Wu. McKee. 


I now 


resent the Sabbath-School report. 


REPORT OF THE TREASURER OF THE SABBATH-SCHOOL BOARD. 


Conference assessment .. 
Children’s Day collections 


Sale of books, ete 


Fees and collections made 
Bible Normal Union profits 


RECHIPTS. 


Collection for Missionaries 


Old debt collections 


$13,313 84 


3,994 68 
22 43 
206 36 
111 00 
20 51 
21 09 


’ Balance in Treasury July 1, 1901 1,755 28 


Children’s Day exercises purchased 
Interest, discount, exchange 
Paid for support of Missionaries 
Printing and merchandise 


PXPHNDITURES. 
Cost of Sunday-School Literature distributed $ 5,494 40 


ev 8) 'e [enieje, one: © ehelelia @nel.e 


Traveling expenses of Board and Officers ... 


Postage, telegrams, expressage 
Salaries paid to Officers 


avers, lele ede) s\ @ .0) 6) (slo (eMei 618).0. 


Oe Ltuttre rete eel oie oye oss eauelis| wieue ioe eels ieyenenel 01 


Miscellaneous expenses 


826 20 


944 94 
2,276 74 
763 45 
B.791 47 
988 00 
BDI 52 


Balance in Treasury March 31, 1905 2,307 19 
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$19,445 19 


$19,445 19 


REPORF OF TREASURER OF GENERAL SABBATH-SCHOOL BOARD 
FOR QUADRENNIUM ENDING MARCH 31, 1905. 



















































































RECEIPTS. 
ne a ee 
3 > wey > yey tad + ad 
TCs Bi Se q ec 
a \885 2, \eee eee coe Ag. 
roe) 2oo nOO™ noo 
mbes o. (gee, |. ol eee win ey tees) ee ieee 
Conrezences.| #3 | £2451 2, | 88a5| #, | £8, fs |Sade|- 3 
| 48 |Egs8| <2 [Sek | 22 [Sef] fg [seis] 3 
as SCRA de qCks an Oks -) BOR o 
ea) ie) °o 12) 5° \S) je) oO B 
ee ee eee : 
Allegheny........... $212 80 $348 80 $345 
ATER Valo yeccccses |oserse cosa ae sis saz 49 50 35 
Californias -c.25| etek: fee 21 00 15 
Colorado............ 6 00 10 50 a) 
Columbia River. ANTS cae 17 62 
Des Moines......... 65 36 
East Nebraska... 54 39 
I aSt) Obi Orccsssccs eos oacicovis ces 236 00 
East Tennessee... 3 00 
Eastern Penn..... 257 25 250 00 
lO seceoenstae teres |veccocscc css 
GOP aise pees loacesccenseieon 
Tllinois..... a 53 00}... 
Indiana. ae 26 26)... 
OWA «..... 46 78}... 
On GUC leyiner..cccal accents cerecccalss. 
MHOWIGIANIAS..0ceted| eos secccceeets. 
Lower Wabash... 63 00 115 64 
IM Vaart esc cs csccecllscesocteeccace 314 50 
Michigan... 32 77 
Minnesota. 28 00 
Missouri.... 13 25 
OOSROs.csccncecsescs 30 00 
N. W. Kansas..... 33 50 
North Illinois..... 
Oregon 7 00 
Pennsylvania..... 5 00 429 24 
Sandusky ........... 323 20)... 503 75 
S. E. Ohio........... 127 00 160 50 
St. Joseph.......... 
Upper Wabash... 134 52 
Wargini ais:cccsc.ss.: 
West Nebraska .. 
West Tennessee..|.............. ae 
West Virginia.....|............... 171 25 
White River....... 71 40 
Wisconsin...:....... 17 00 
Robert Cowden, : 
Sec., not item’d BOM Tditieccncnseasecess 211 96) 1,004 17 105°82} 1,016 15}.....-.- 5... : 
Ota re vsectten ses: $2,335 81 $22 21] $2,986 04! $1,032 80 $4,093 09] $1,056 60 $3,898 90). 
Sale of books, 
papers, etc...... ZiPAOl sremsasaceionss| eueasaccwavers|isesceacckorees WOR kas coewetices 18 44|.... 
Fees and collec- 
LGR BVDV ISOC iNeel ons cssirsnctersel anetone eusada leaatesea omsesra| saves secihsavaltacesee canzone Memenatae ae 206 36]... 
Bible Normal . 
WUIMTOMpp TOL Gan |srccnats contcc| sean neesercer neath coc nea le ee. cine: SATUS Mrecctucccsans 26 45 
Collections for 
MEMES STON OTICS oc acseseseusziselscecacvsnsstoed [cree creeteeera lta ccucexeacee, OND seeenveneceetus a 
Old debt collec- 
PLOWS yecscsscearcoses AOD lis ens anuenctel ecnenccemcasyss | reenceu sat -eee | oancstscacence| eee ausvanese races |cesteee - 21 09 
Children’s Day : 
collections for 
1905 not item- . 
ZO sncretasatan teal cazcserenccstas ticcuceGamausnet | teri seaeeeaee ee umseean SL883 i OT|ceeteceeseeeees 1,883 07 
In Treasury 
July 1, 1901...... VTOD1 28) coxacganatenes| Roeaateaeee rca lbaaectes cnccas 1,755 28 
Grand Total....| $4,114 58 $22 21] $2,986 04)* $1,032 80] $4,199 74] $1,056 60 SGi0SSi22 one veeceeee es $19,445 19 
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UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 

















EXPENDITURES. 
| 
1902 1903 1904 1905 TOTAL. 

188 Cost of S.S. Literature distributed. $1,251 98 $1,414 49 $1,444 19 $1,383 74 $5,494 40 
205 Children’s Day exercises purchased. |..............0008 80 50}.......006 Reece 245 70 326 20 
171 Interest, discount, exchange............ 5 35 13 15 1 28 
147 Paid for support of missionaries......| .........0.0se00 BONOON eco osars saceeseoualllovetsaseseneseanes 50 00 
180 Printing and merchandise................ 104 82 836 44 276 41 227 27 944 94 
175 Tray. exp. Board and officers............ 323 00 487 03 683 78 7182 93 2,276 74 
181 Postage, telegrams, expressage........ 78 15 41 79 321 64 321 87 763 45 
183 Salaries paid to officers 1,174 45 1,450 00 1,654 50 1,512 52 5,791 47 
My CLOT WITC......csccscevcsesscowees 101 00 183 00 338 CO 816 00 938 ©0 
191 Miscellaneous expenses 3 60 410 16 45 202 68 551 52 
Balancesrmetroasury March, 1905-<.|/-c---0ss<ererecss|||s-onerceceearecenslieooccsareeaese sess 2301 19 lbeccorestonessere 
PGB aot ceteczanccshnnsaincscaabuwtncesssvszesvoens $3,037 05 $4,047 70 $4,735 70 $7,300 U5) $19,445 19 


Dayton, Ohio, Marc’ 31, 1905. 














Wma. McXwe, Treasurer. 


By common consent it was referred to the appropriate committee. 
Dr. Wu. McKes. I have one more, Mr. Chairman, the report of 
the Church-Erection Treasurer: 
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REPORT OF THE TREASURER OF THE CHURCH-ERECTION SOCIETY. 


: RECEIPTS. 
CGicravarctsn i hays ies seein ccs een are eee $ 68,57 
Woman’s Parsonage Hund ............ 894 
Parsonage Fund collected ............ 2,447 
John Dodds Memorial Fund .......... 523 
Chicago Weaver Memorial Church Fund 5 
Collected by S. C. Coblentz, not located. . 102 
Children’s Oklahoma Fund ............ 351 
Bequests: Collected: ./cvie ce icte p> se erassiel elem 5,940 
IMbEKESE 1 COME CEO: <a isis seers: sus ais etebay oi eo 615 
DX PENSES COMM LOANS Terate «teeters i cote race svetel'a 58 
Royalty on Otterbein Hymnals ......... 250 
Books, Church plans, ete:, sold ......... 26 
John and Ann Kearney Fund .......... 15 
Church? loans returned® icc. sie. sis = wrote 54,036 
Loans to parsonages returned .......... 2,510 
Washington, D2.C; Chureh i... <<<. 1 
Balance; Marchaol,, 190d oo.s.s2 00 e 1,330 

EXPENDITURES. 

MOANSeONCHUTCMESiycelncdiarn: «ico cise orks eee $ 84.968 
MOANSMLOMPAUSOMA GES ees sie eles ei cteues ees 5.150 
Loans to churches bearing interest ..... 1,700 
Money invested in real estate .......... 25,000 
Postage, telegrams, expressage ......... 274 

Salary and traveling expenses of Field 
ICRI E AS AUS. AD GO OER Ae Oe eee 2,967 
S DLA atO ba OL GON Sara acess eins ones excronars erevcdetene 7,395 
Cl Orinhine somata ste Site ccs Os era 179 
Stationery. andmprintine: os... ascci. «eerene 631 
ISG EDI Se O OMS mete cavers chile iasse a cieae e tietats 268 
Interest and annuities paid ............ 334 
MAW VETSeanmGOUGtss alse sic crea wialera ater 145 
J iocceeernad heibosbinhol=* GG. Gea omio ob re 11 
Ura valine ae x Dems og weeceteielerata clastessm aieesis 1,658 
Miscellaneous expenses ............-8. 2,041 


Balance in Treasury March 381, 1905 7,612 
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06 
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18 
99 
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$ 140,356 65 


$ 140,356 65 
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GENERAL CHURCH ERECTION COLLECTIONS FOR THE QUADRENNIUM 
ENDING MARCH 31, 1905. 
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=z) ex) o Q R co) q 5 
Sa” | ee aon) ae aan. | ga a47 | sa Buk 
Ae eg en B35) as B23 | os Bos | am Seo 
SSE aa. ase de. ase as ast Ae oa? 
Oss | das | S88 | 88 | O82 | <e3 | S238 | 88 | 338 
bana BOS 5a9 508 5a 30a 5a Bley) $82 
cs cs cs cs cs cs & es a 
$365 75] $642 45] $767 52) $1,262 83] $648 07| $1,478 81) S499 55| $500 00] $6,164 98 
32 00; 32.00; 193 60/ 102 63} 95 97 565] 177 87| 178 00 867 72 
13 75 13 75| 11 75 1175; 44 48| 44 48| 35 00] —-36. 00 201 96 
13 65) 1863] 1637 19 30] 16.50/16 50) 3550) 36 00 177 53 
15 5t 1550/ 2970; 3000] . 1948] 1948) 1413) 15 00 158 79 
88 07 94 09} 589 08| 137 37| 283 22| 1,137 00) 111 74) «112 00) ~—-2,552 55 
89 85| 89.85 17 85 78 60} 100 81| 100 81] 61 00 —~62 00 660 17 
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& 25 8 25 425 5 00 3 50 3 50 2% 2 25 31 
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193 80/ 10256} 6495} 15773) 88 48] 202 62; 20300) — 1,125 69 
444 10| 270 63} 280 00 28017; 18000) 18750] 20000} _— 1,936 50 
anne ac SSRs by 5 75 5 15 1 00 1 00 14 50 
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1,378 05| 520 47) 525 00 690 97] 1,573 00} 1,194 02] 600 00) 7,151 59 
1019 27| 682 87/607 42| «941 89| 6,026 15| 626 29) 1,058 21 11)554 73 
1'028 66 423 15| 599 44) 553 42| 268 82| 468 96) 500 00) 4,180 30 
931 85| 249 94) 231 44) 607 80] 2,084 97) 1,085 79] 1,000 00 535 78 
oot | 99 92| 120 54| 4,349 63| 112 65| 5016 25] 400 00] 11,391 05 
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32 25 38 00| 385 76 334 81| 334 81 52 60| 53.00} _—1,263 48 
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937 71/ 390 80| 357 92| 281 33| 133 87] 262 38] 30000) 2,401 72 
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Be eve sce 13 93l.. 197 
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BOB (QU ccscecssesesees| easecesseecease| corcneseneseese|sessesssenccsnel es 
10,228 36)-. 12,657 07)... 13,402 58).. 
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TWENTY-FOURTH GENERAL CONFERENCE 


CHURCH ERECTION EXPENDITURES. 


¥ 








1902 1903 1904 1905 TOTAL. 












Loans made to Churches........0..-.. $16,000 00} $15,828 12} $21,304 48} 332,035 52) $84,968 12 
Loans made Parsonages.......... 650 00 1,400 00 1,450 00 1,650 00 5,150 00 
Loans to Churches, bearing interes L000 ).00)|Sevacccneccscnaiitenseseeee teas 700 00 1,700 00. 
Money invested in real estate ..... Secessatecseae ii ectcoonne meee 25,000 G0}........0... 2000 25,000 UO 
Postage, telegrams, expressage 89 45 37 74 82 23 65 47 274 89 
Salaries of officers ...... 1,850 01 1,815 O1 1,865 00 1,865 04 7,395 06 


Salary and tray. exp., Field Agent......... | cee. se... 383 17] 1,042 71] 15541 61] ~—2'967 49 














Cle nH sii ctscevs. <coeccancxe 74 00 20 10 49 50 30 50 179 75 
Stationery and Printing 154 85 122 27 228 95 125 11 631 18 
Keeping Rooms... ........+-. 107 06 1 50 4 50 155 93 268 99 
Interest and Annuities paid 65 00 Th 15, 77 50 114 00 334 25 
Lawyers and Courts......... .. 24 20 8 35 69 75 42 90 145 20 
Taxes, Insurance, Repairs........ TB il necencaee zsatia|lhesenenteceaueans 10 75 11 50 
Traveling expenses, Board and Office 300 53 407 34 467 92 482 Tu 1,658 49 
Miscellaneons expenditures... 15 00 70.81 46 65 1,541 71 1,674 17 
Conference Expenditures .. 18,168 22 11,488 71 21,015 49 14,297 02 71,427 72 
Washe Balance kisctevrs:c.-.cstn ceececas ech |e ee Badiagreny=aavessatl wamsune. tae paces dees eee 7.612 02 

MB Ot et Seo eac stig ec cacsde teeters see ees $38,499 07| $31,666 52} $72,704 68 $51,458 26] $211 3¢8 83 
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Referred to the appropriate committee by common consent. 

Dr. McKee explained that a portion of the expense was caused by 
removal from the old building into the new, and this expense will not 
occur again for many years. 

Dr. Funx. TI have here a report of the Southern Mission District, 
which was ordered printed by the Board of Missions at their meeting, 
and the report can be distributed if you desire. 

Rev. J. Srons, of St. Joseph Conference. The report of the Com- 
mittee on Ministry of the Church is ready, and should be received 
and passed into the hands of the printer. 

Tue Presipinc Bisuor. Committee No. 14; did you give the title 
of your report and the number? 

Rev. J. Simons. Yes, No. 14, on Ministry of the Church. 

Tue Presipinc Brsuop. I believe that the order is that it shall not 
be read, but the title and number be given, and it shall be printed 
without further order. Without any reading it goes to the printer. 

Rev. G. W. Suerrick, of Allegheny Conference. I understand that 
there are some reports coming from the printer. Should they not be 
distributed, so we can be studying them? I ask the question. 


1 ee 


ow eH, ela Nate 


332 


UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 


Tue Presipine BisHor. Well, what is the pleasure of the Confer- 
ence. You will not have them read here, but simply the number 
given and name of the report. 

Dr. Func. I am afraid you will get these reports wonderfully 
mixed up if you keep on. For example, I hold in my hand the printed 
report of the Young People’s Christian Union. If it is distributed 
now, when that report is called for consideration, we will not have 
any left, and a number of the brethren will wonder where the reports 
are. You can do just as you like. It is not a question of mine. 

Dr. D. R. Mitusrr, of Sandusky Conference. To settle this question, 
I move that they be not distributed until the report be brought before 
the Conference for consideration. 

It was so agreed. 

Rev. L. W. Sraun, of Allegheny Conference. I was going to call 
attention that if the committee making the report simply announces 
the name of the committee, the report goes to the printer without be- 
ing read on this Conference floor. Thus we do not get a chance to see 
these reports until we are ready to act on them. We have no chance to 
study them. I want the reports, that I may know what I am going to 
vote on, and study them and look them over. I do not believe in do- 
ing things hastily; we ought to take time to consider what we are do- 
ing. Therefore, I am opposed to the motion. I would like to see the 
report. 

Tue Presipinc Bisuop. Brother Miller, what was your motion ? 

Dr. D. R. Mitter. I move that these printed reports be not circu- 
lated until they are made public by the cgmmittee; that is, when 
called to be reported. There were some that were referred to be 
printed in advance of their being submitted to this Conference. My 
motion is that they be not circulated until they be made public by 
the committee. 

The motion was seconded. 

Rey. A. P. FunxHouser, of Virginia Conference. That is a nega- - 
tive motion, and I believe if our brother would think a moment he 
would see that it is not necessary to make it, for unless we make a 
motion to distribute, the reports will not be distributed. Then the 
point of order would be that we must reconsider the action of the 
Conference a moment ago. Now, Mr. Chairman, since you have enter- 
tained the motion, I simply desire to say that, if the reports are dis- 


333 


TWENTY-FOURTH GENERAL CONFERENCE 


tributed, and I receive my copy of each and all of these twenty-eight 
reports together, and I leave them at my boarding-house or give them 
away, I am responsible, and I have no complaint to make to the Con- 
ference when the question is up for consideration if I do not have the 
report. If I am interested in a report I have time to consider it, and 
I shall deal with it from an intelligent knowledge of what it con- 
tains; and it certainly is important for every member of this Con- 


ference when he gets a report to take care of it. They ought to go 


to the members of the Conference as soon as they can be placed into 
their hands. : 

THe Presipinc Bisnop. I think by common consent they should be 
distributed. 1Phy 

Rey. A. Rieney, of Illinois Conference. The motion was agreed to 
by common consent. 

J. ©. Myers, of Miami Conference.. It was seconded. 

Dr. Funx. I hope we can get to business. 

Dr. SeneFF, of Lower Wabash Conference. I move as a substitute 
for Brother Miller’s motion that all reports, as soon as printed, be 
distributed to members of the Conference. 

Seconded by Rev. L. W. Stahl. : 

Tue Presipine Bisnor. Well, brethren, I do not know quite where 
we are at. We thought by common consent we agreed that they 
should be distributed, but of ‘course that is not a formal action, and 
there has not been any formal action. The courts don’t recognize 
informal actions of that kind. Now there is a formal motion before 
us, and that is that they be not distributed, and Brother Seneff’s mo- 
tion wishes to put it in an affirmative form; please state it. 

Dr. Senerr. That all reports, as soon as printed, be put in the 
hands of the members of the Conference. 

Dr. D. R. Minter. A point of order. Do you entertain that? 

Tue Presipinc Bisuor. No. : 

Rey. A. P. Funxuousrr. I move that the word “not” be stricken’ 
out of this motion. ; 

Seconded. 

Dr. Senerr. The word “not” is not in that motion. 

Tue Presipinc Bisnor. I did not understand your amendment was 
seconded. : 


Dr. Senerr. Yes, I have a second as a substitute for Dr. Miller’s 
motion. : 
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Tur Presipinc Bisuor. Well, if so, you can offer the substitute. 
Are you ready for the substitute ? E 

Dr. D. R. Muster. I rise to a point of order. Oan a substitute 
that is directly opposed to a motion be entertained ¢ 

Tur Presiping Bisnor. Well, I should think it would change the 
expression of it. 

Dr. D. R. Miter. This is in direct opposition to it. 

Tip Presipinc BisHor. I think the chair likely will have to enter- 
tain it subject to your appeal. 

Question called for. 

The substitute of Dr. Seneff prevailed. 

Rev. H. R. Hess, of West Virginia Conference. I wish to say this: 
I am sure, as delegate to this honorable body, that when anything 
of importance comes into our hands as delegates we ought to take 
eare of it, for our people have sent us here for this purpose, and are 
paying our expenses to this very thing. It seems to me we ought 
to be wise enough to take care of this material. 

Senator Epmonps, of Northeast Kansas Conference. I rise to a 
question of privilege. It ig a very important question, and we want it 
considered now. I ask for a reading of that invitation for our ex- 
cursion to Holton, and then I will explain, with the consent of the 
Conference. 

Secretary Snyder read the invitation. 

Senator Epmonps. Now, Mr. Chairman, I move that the rules be 
suspended and the Conference act on this at once. 

Seconded. 

The motion to suspend the rules did not prevail. 

Rev. A. P. Funxuouser. I call for the order of the day. 

Spnator Epmonps. I do not think this needs the suspension of the 
rules, and I ask the consent of this body to let me talk two minutes. 

Voices. Hear, hear. 

Senator Epmonps. You have received a cordial invitation to take 
a little excursion up to Holton, just thirty miles north of here. It 
will not take you long to go, and it will cost you’very little. The 
scenery is grand. For eleven miles of that ride to your left is the 
Pottawottomie Indian Reservation. There are possibly some of you 
who have never geen an Indian. Holton is a beautiful town and has 
elegant citizens. Our Campbell College is located there. When we 
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were down at Frederick, you remember, we took an excursion down +o 
Baltimore to see your old things, and now we invite you to take a 
little excursion with us to see the new things. [Applause.] Some of 
you have never been to Kansas. Some of you perhaps will never come 
here again to a General Conference, and we have tried our very best, 
as I said we would down at Frederick, to entertain you cordially 
and give you the best of everything, and, so far, I think we have suc- 
ceeded. Now we want to show you a'little more, and we want you to 
go. You can leave here a little after three o’clock, arrive at Holton 
in less than an hour; they will provide carriages there to take you 
around town and see the college, and we will return again at eight 
o'clock. You will have a ride on one of the best railroads in the 
State, the finest coaches, and the scenery will be superb. I can assure 
you you will be well treated at Holton. I would like for this Confer- 
ence to take action, so they can have everything in readiness. Satur- 
day afternoon would be a good time for us to go, if the Conference 
sees proper. If you take action on this now, there are parties from 
Holton waiting here, who desire to return and have everything in 
readiness for you. Will you take action now, so they will know what 
to do? Mr. Chairman, I move that the Conference take action now in 
regard to this excursion. 

THe Presipine BisHop. The time is here for the order of the day. 
The Conference would have to change the order and suspend the 
rules. 

Rey. A. P. Funxuouser. As soon as the order of the day is over the 
brother’s matter can receive prompt attention. 

Tue Presipine Bisnop. At a later time. 

Senator Epmonps. We have telephones, and we will notify them. 

The order of the day, the memorial service, was then taken up. 

BisHop Castir. Brethren, will we not put out of our hands at once, 
or into silence, these papers that we have, as we turn aside for a time 
to consider the life, services, and death of a number of brothers of the 
Church, who were once members of the General Conference, one of 
the number a bishop whom we all loved, so I think we ought to dis- 
miss business now and turn aside reverently, thoughtfully, prayer- 
fully to the consideration of the lives of these persons. 

I believe the first thing in order is singing by the Conference. No. 
204, “Rock of Ages.” 
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After the singing, led by Professor Lorenz, Bishop Kephart deliv- 
ered the following prayer: 

Thou Infinite Spirit, which we recognize as God our Father, we are 
in this presence, as it were, in the face of our dead, to remember those 
who once sat in our councils and are now numbered among the dead. 
We bless thee, our Father, that thou hast permitted us to come. to- 
gether. We thank thee also that we are not only possessed of the 
spirit to recognize thee as our Father and God, and remember thy 
mercies, but also to remember in humiliation before thee those whom 
we have laid away and whom thou hast called from labor to reward. 
May the solemnity of the occasion awe us into reverence, and, while 
we are together, and while we are thus paying the last tribute of 
respect to those whose memory we cherish, may we also remember 
that the lot that has fallen to them will, in the near future, fall to 
each one of us, and while I am sure that what will be commendable 
and complimentary of the lives they have lived and the work they have 
done, God grant that we may be possessed of the spirit to be disposed 
to speak of the living as well as we are sure to speak of them when 
they are dead. 

We ask thy blessings, our Father; upon this waiting assembly; we 
ask thy blessings upon the Church that has sustained this loss, and we 
rejoice with heaven for what heaven has gained by what we have lost. 
Remember, we pray thee, our Father, the families that have thus 
been bereft. Bind up, we ask thee, the sore, and dry up the tears and 
bring in that holy, peaceful joy that comes only from the communion 
with God into these aching hearts. These blessings we ask in Jesus’ 
name. Amen. . 

The quartet then sang “We are going down the valley.” 

Risuop Kersart. Bishop N. Castle will speak relative to the life 
ime We ELOtL. 

Bishop Castle spoke as follows: 


MEMORIAL OF BISHOP J. W. HOTT. 


I certainly think it very fitting that this General Conference should 
pause amid the excitements and duties of the session and give a briet 
service in memory of our departed brethren. I do not think that this 
service will delay our business. If it shall do no more for us than lead 
us for 2 moment to bow our souls reverently before God, and hear the 
voice of the great King, our Master, saying, “Whatsoever thy hand 
findeth to do, do it with thy might,” it will not be lost upon us. it 
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is to me a great privilege to stand in this presence for a few moments 
and spéak a word which shall be an affectionate tribute to my. col- 
league. 

Bishop J. W. Hott, D. D., LL. D., had one of the richest legacies 
that ever falls to mortal man, a high and exalted parentage. It was 
given to him to be well born. As some one has said, “Right genera- 
tion is a prelude to regeneration.” Pure parental blood flowed through 
his veins. An unstained ancestral heredity shed its perpetual influ- 
ence on his life, and doubtless largely accounts for his early con- 
sciousness of the divine heredity, his early call to the ministry, and 
the consuming zeal whose remorseless fires laid in ashes at so early a 
period one of the most charming forms that ever graced the pulpit of 
our Church. 

I think it must be said of him that he surrendered himself to his 
‘Lord in absolute consecration, and in no instance counted his life 
dear unto himself as against the call and claims of duty, however 
strenuous and hazardous they might be. 

Bishop Hott was a man of one work, and to that he conscientiously 
devoted all his energy; namely, to the upbuilding of the kingdom of 
God in whatever place his lot and life were cast. The passion of his 
life was the promotion of this kingdom. His feet knew but one path, 
that of duty. There were no by-paths in his pilgrim journey. The 
language of his life was, “This one thing I do.” He lived, moved, and 
had his being in that one thing. Everything was laid under tribute 
to the work he loved so well. 


His ideal for the Christian and the Christian minister was high. 


It was not a dreamy type of life, an unpractical mysticism, but a life 
of truest devotion to the work to which his Lord had called him. He 
had no greater joy than to sea those among whom he labored coming 
into the kingdom of God and developing in Christian character. To 
these ends he strenuously devoted all his powers of heart and brain. 
He was a flaming preacher, possessed of large evangelistic power, a 
very herald of the Cross. He has left his mark on the whole denom- 
inational life, and left a gracious influence of personal character that 
lingers to-day in thousands of loving homes that still are touched at 
the mention of his name. 

He was a teacher, a guide, and an inspirer of the young men and 
the young women of our Church. Few men ever brought into the 
various official relations that he sustained to the Church a more gen- 
erous spirit, and a more thorough devotion and consecration. The 
strongest claim, and the most urgent plea that he brought for official 
recognition and preferment was the character he sustained and his 
eminent fitness for any position of trust committed to him. 

As a worker he had great versatility of character. He seemed al- 
most equally well qualified to be a class leader, an exhorter, a pioneer 
preacher, a city pastor, a presiding elder, a religious editor, or a gen- 
eral superintendent.. In all these positions he could edify the Church 
and honor his Lord. 
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As a minister he was earnest and powerful, and many were the seals 
that God set to it im the salvation of souls. The power of hig ministry 
never waned, but continued to be one of earnestness and power, and 
of great profit to the Church, down to the latest period of it. I think 
the spirit of ambition that characterized his ministry finds a striking 
illustration in the words of a missionary on his way to Africa. On 
the day of his sailing he took a ministerial friend by the hand, and, 
with tears filling his eyes, said, “If I can reach Africa, and plant a 
mission there, and find a grave there, I shall feel that my life has 
been important to the Church and to mankind.” He did live to reach 
Africa, he did organize a church there, he did find a grave there. 
Our beloved Bishop Hott did not find a grave in Africa, but his con- 
suming zeal for the kingdom of God and the Church he loved so well 
doubtless led him to find a premature old age, and a grave quite too 
early for life’s perfected day. His sun of life went down in the mid- 
afternoon hour, before the day had rounded to final completion; and 
yet his life was in no sense a failure, for he “lived in deeds, not in 
hours.” 

Four years ago he was again honored by the Church with her con- 
fidence, but to-day he “is not, for God took him.” He came from that 
Conference by as swift trains as he could, and laid himself down to 
die. Put no broken shaft over Bishop Hott’s grave. Round it up 
well, for he started early, worked close to time, and finished his work 
grandly. 


BisHor Castip. Dr. Carter will now speak relative to the life of 
dees eDroke,,):, 1): 
Dr. Carter spoke as follows: 


MEMORIAL OF J. D. DROKE, D. D. 


J. D. Droke, D. D., was born on a farm in west Tennessee in 1857. 
When he was but a child his father died, leaving him and an older 
brother to the care of their widowed mother, amid humble and trying 
circumstances. She was a woman of gentle spirit, deep though unob- 
trusive piety. To her rare purity and tenderness of character Dr. 
Droke was largely indebted for the sweet and attractive qualities of 
his life. His boyhood was spent on the farm. At that time the facili- 
ties for gaining an education in that section were very meager. He 
attended private schools taught in the community, where he ob- 
tained sufficient preparation to enter college, and when about twenty- 
four years of age graduated in East Tennessee Wesleyan University. 
After his school days he entered the ministry of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church in east Tennessee, and for several years alternated be- 
tween the pastorate and the work of teaching. In 1895 I had the 
pleasure of receiving him into the United Brethren Church, and of 
appointing him to the pastorate in Chattanooga. The following year 
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he was elected principal of Edwards Academy, now Edwards Col- - 
legiate Institute, in which position he served with great acceptability 
till May, 1901. Being a member of the General Conference which met 
that year in Frederick, Maryland, he met representatives of our 
educational work in Kansas, and such was the impression made upon 
them by his dignified and scholarly attainments, that the board of 
trustees of Lane University, in June, 1901, elected him president of 
that institution to succeed Rev. C. M. Brooke, D. D., who had been 
elected to the agency of Union Biblical Seminary. In that capacity _ 
Dr. Droke labored for one year, when failing health compelled him 
to take a long vacation, during which period he returned to Tennessee, 
with the hope of regaining his former strength. But all efforts to 
build up his lost physical energies proved unavailing, and in the 
summer of 1902, surrounded by his sorrowing family and weeping 
brother, he peacefully died in Tallahoma, middle Tennessee. Two 
days later, at White Pine, east Tennessee, in the presence of a large as- 
sembly of former neighbors and friends, the funeral services were 
held, when Rey. J. M. Knight, one of his former students in east 
Tennessee, and the writer, spoke words of sympathy and comfort to 
the stricken family and friends, and the loved form was gently borne 
to its rest in the grave to await the resurrection of the dead. 

In the discharge of this duty to my deceased friend, however imper- 
fectly performed, it is “a labor of love,” and I desire to be as gentle 
and generous as the noble life to whom this poor tribute is paid. From 
three standpoints I ask your attention to his useful career: 

1. Let us consider him as a preacher. Though not ranking as a 
gifted pulpit orator, Dr. Droke was an excellent gospel preacher. 
Remarkable timidity was a great hindrance to his public efforts, some- 
times almost defeating his effective discourses. His poor, infirm body 
was another barrier. It was the opinion of those who knew him best 
that if Dr. Droke had possessed a sound, vigorous physical constitu- 
tion, such as could have sustained the intellectual battery of his 
brain, he would have been celebrated as an orator. The trial which 
publie speaking inflicted on his sensitive spirit followed him to the 
grave, and ceased only with all the other trials of this mortal life. TI 
have seen him walk up the aisle of a church to preach when the in- 
tensity of his mental sufferings amounted to agony; but, in spite of all 
this, which was well known to his intimate friends, he never shirked 
his duties, but went through them like a true soldier of the Cross, and 
many will meet him in heaven who were brought to Christ through 
his ministry. This testimony can be borne by all who ever heard 
him, that they felt themselves listening to a man called of God, a man 
of clear and positive convictions, and in all his preaching he left with 
his hearers definite truths for them to carry away and think abaut, 
and which will be remembered as long as they live. As a true preacher 
of the gospel, his memory will forever be cherished by those who knew 
and loved him. 
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2. Consider Dr. Droke as a teacher. In this field of service he was 
eminent. If I should say that he was a model teacher, the picture 
would not be at all exaggerated or overdrawn. Teaching was his 
work. It was the peculiar and appropriate work for which he was 
designed and so admirably fitted by nature as well as by training. In 
this department of the Church he not only found his work, but per- 
formed it with great efficiency and success. He possessed the rare 
power not only,to teach, but to quicken thought in his pupils, to set 
them thinking for themselves, and thus enable them to reach con- 
clusions really their own. He inspired his pupils to do their best, and 
when he found a student in a state of despondency, bordering on 
blank despair, he took him to his room for prayer and counsel, and 
no one ever went out of his room from one of these interviews with- 
out new courage to surmount difficulties and triumph over the ob- 
stacles of college life. 

3. It was as a Christian that Dr. Droke was most loved and ad- 
mired. If I have ever known a saint upon earth, without the least 
shadow of hypocrisy, the Rev. J. D. Droke, D. D., was one. It was 
the habitual state of his mind to act out in his daily conduct the 
teachings of the Golden Rule. While not entirely exempt from criti- 
cism, he was constantly at peace with all mankind. Pascal’s gloomy 
saying, “If all men knew what all others said about them, there 
would not be three friends in the world,” was not true in relation to 
Dr. Droke. I have not the shadow of a doubt that if he had known 
all that others ever said about him, and others had known all that he 
had ever said about them, there would still have been scores upon 
scores of warm and devoted friendships between himself and those 
who knew him. No man was ever more gentle or generous in the esti- 
mate of the characters of others than was this brother in whose mem- 
ory I love to pay this tribute. The delicate sense of justice with 
which he abstained from everything like a wrong to others, and the 
meekness with which he endured any wrongs that were inflicted upon 
him, endeared him to his friends more than any other trait of his 
beautiful character. 

No wonder that when death came he was ready to step into the 
chariot and go sweeping through the gates, washed in the blood of the 
Lamb. A few moments before his gentle spirit took its flight home- 
ward he asked his wife to read the Twenty-third Psalm. She did so, 
and then he quoted one precious promise after another, closing with 
the sublime words of the-apostle, “I know in whom I have believed, 
and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have com- 
mitted to him against that day.” 


“We shall meet again in a brighter land, 
Where farewell is never spoken ; 
We shall clasp each other hand in hand, 
And the clasp shall not be broken.” 
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Tur Presipinc BrsHor. On the life and labors of Rev. J. W. Howe, 
Rey. J. S. Hammack will speak. 
Rey. J. S. Hammack spoke as follows: g 


MEMORIAL OF REY. J.”“W. HOWE. 


This memorial service appeals to the Virginia delegates in a pe- 
culiar manner, as in this service we pay a tribute of respect to three 
of the members of the Virginia Conference. It is my privilege to 
refer to one who has done more than any other in shaping the plans 
for the future of the Church since the sixties. __. a: 

Rey. John W. Howe was born in Virginia, December 4, 1829, and 
died at his home in Dayton, Virginia, June 17, 19038, at 
the age of seventy-three years, six months, and fifteen days. 
He was born in humble circumstances, and was bound out to a farmer 
at the age of fifteen years, with whom he remained until he was 
twenty-one years of age. He was industrious as a farmhand, and the 
industry in manual labor was carried into his ministerial life. About. 
the age of twenty-two he was converted and soon after his conversion 
he entered the ministry of the United Brethren Church. He entered 
the regular ministry of the Church in 1858, and never missed a con- 
ference roll-call until the last year or two of his ministerial life. He 
was a man that was true to his convictions, and you always knew 
where to find him on any question. When the Civil War broke out 
he had charge of work in the Valley of Virginia. During these terri- 
ble years of war the suffering so decimated and disorganized the work 
that Bishop Markwood, himself a Virginian, said at the close of the 
war, “There is now no United Brethren Church in Virginia.” But 
Brother Howe stayed by his work, throwing his life as perhaps never 
before into the cause of Christ, preaching to his people and the 
soldiers whenever he had the opportunity. He held great meetings, 
reorganized the scattered membership, and soon it began to grow and 
continued to grow, until, at his death, the membership in his own 
county had multiplied six times in forty years. He served as presid- 
ing elder at different times for seventeen years, and as a leader of 
men he had few equals. 

He was elected a delegate to the General Conference in 1869, and 
to every General Conference since save this one. During these years 
he occupied influential positions in the councils of the General Con- 
ference. 

Brother Howe was a good business man, and accumulated a suffi- 
cient amount of this world’s goods to have a comfortable income in 
his old days, and to his credit it should be said that he was a liberal 
giver to all the church enterprises. The last two special enterprises 
within the bounds of his conference was the erection of the splendid 
Howe Memorial Building, erected on the Shenandoah Collegiate In- 
stitute campus, which was made possible by his generosity, and the 
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building of the beautiful new church in Dayton, Virginia, which had 
been previously destroyed by fire. To the writer he said, as the smoke 
of the fallen building was going skyward, “A more beautiful one 
shall be builded in its stead,” and while engaged in the work of gath- 
ering funds to rebuild, the Lord called to him and he answered the 
roll-eall. As he was entering the valley of death, weakened by disease, 
he faintly sang, “We will shout his praise in glory by and by,” “So 
will I,” “We will shout his glory in heaven by and by,” and soon 
thereafter he went to join the angelic host in glory. - 


The Arion Quartet then sang a new song composed by E. C. Avis, 
entitled “When the Mists Have Rolled Away.” 

Tue Presipine BisHor. On the life of Rey. R. P. Burton Rev. Dr. 
Bell will speak. 

Dr. Wm. M. Bell spoke as follows: 


MEMORIAL OF REY. R. P. BURTON. 


The Rey. Robert P. Burton was born in Michigan in 1853, and died 
at Etna Green, Indiana, November 28, 1903. His entire ministry 
was spent in the St. Joseph Conference, where he was very popular 
as a pastor and spiritual leader. The last years of his life were spent 
in service as a presiding elder, in which capacity he was very efficient. 
As a pastor his influence on any charge grew with the length of his 
pastorate. His rare goodness of character impressed the people, and 
they always trusted and loved him. He was an affectionate and ten- 
der shepherd of the flock over which the Holy Spirit made him an over- 
seer. His was an evangelistic ministry, and whether in the pastorate 
or the superintendency he was never willing that the time pass with- 
out far-reaching revivals of religion. He had a passion for souls, 
‘and on every occasion, public or private, he put forth earnest and 
direct efforts to win men to Christ. 

At the close of one of his communion services he begged the im- 
penitent to turn to God, begged that any one out of Christ meet him 
at the altar for prayer. He said he wanted to rededicate himself to 
Christ, and he hoped some neglectful sinner would kneel with him in 
prayer. The appeal was effectual, and a strong man who had resisted 
many an appeal came forward in self-surrender and was gloriously 
converted. As long as he lived this tender-hearted man of God ceased 
not to entreat believers to enter upon the fullness of the Christian 
life and sinners to make their peace with God. With clean hands and 
a pure heart he taught and preached the Word of God until he fell 
asleep in Jesus. His influence abides to this day, and no brother 
who ever knew him can think of him now without feeling a gracious 
stimulus to holy living. A wife and three daughters survive him. 
He rests in peace and his works do follow him. 
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Tue Presiping Bisuop. On the life of Rev. J. H. Richards Dr. 


George A Funkhouser will speak. 
Dr. George A. Funkhouser spoke as follows: 


MEMORIAL OF REY. J. H. RICHARDS. 


Rev. J. H. Richards, who was a member of the last General Con- 
ference, was born of pious parents February 18, 1854, at Eagle, Wis- 
consin; was converted at a prayer-meeting at the age of twelve and 
united with the United Brethren Church, and was very early called, 
as he believed, into the work of the ministry, but one who was greatly 
interested in him was not so much interested in the work of the min- 
istry, and, upon that account, he deferred the entering upon this work, 
and taught school some six years. He then tried! farming, thinking to 
serve God in this way, but the conviction became deeper and deeper 
that God had called him into the ministry. One day at noon, as he 
was about the work of his farm, he stepped across a little fence with a 
bucket of water, and then came back across the fence face to face with 
his companion, and she looked into his pale face and said, “What is it 2” 
He turned to her and said, “You know,” and she said, “Yes, I know.” 
God had written the call so plainly in his face that she read it. Then 
they surrendered their farm, but he would not go into thé ministry 
without preparation, so they both went to Elroy Seminary, where 
they remained two years in preparation for the great work. At the 
close of the two years he received an appointment and traveled one 
year, but he was not satisfied with the preparation that he had made 
for the great work of the gospel ministry, and so, in 1882, he and his 
companion came to the Seminary, and both took a theological course, 
the regular course in the Seminary. 

Brother Richards was, first, a very earnest inquirer for the truth. 
I can see his earnest face yet, as he always sat in one place in my 
class-room, paying undivided attention to whatever was said. He 
was very anxious to know the truth as God revealed it in his Word. 
In the second place, he was a man that searched for clearness of ideas, 
and I can almost yet see the shake of his head, as we were penetrating 
into the truth, when things were not clear to him. He wanted the 
truth in clearness for himself, and was not satisfied only to take other 
men’s ideas. He wanted to comprehend the truth for himself. The 
consequence was, of course, that the Seminary, the contact with the 
truth there, reshaped his whole life, and he always dated back to the 
Seminary as the great epoch in his life which gave him new vision 
of God, new vision of his truth, new vision of his ministry, and he 
went forth to work out these convictions in a very fruitful ministry 
in his conference. 

He received annual conference license in 1880. The license was 
signed by Bishop Milton Wright. He was ordained in the fall of 
1885, and served on several charges, wherever the conference saw fit 
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to send him, without a murmur. He was conference secretary eight 
years and presiding elder four years. While away from home, holding 
a quarterly, he was taken with pneumonia and returned to his home, 
reaching there on Thursday, March 2, and died Monday, the 7th. The 
funeral was attended by most of the ministers of the conference. 
Bishop Mathews preached the funeral sermon, from James 4: 14. 

How much he was to his conference many of you know. A monu- 
ment to him will remain as long as the church in Richland Center, 
one of the principal places in the conference, remains as a work of 
his hands and of his heart, and of the hands and heart of his estimable 
companion. They built the church, and did not leave it until it was 
free from debt, and so that church remains as a testimonial of his ef- 
ficient service. And then he served as presiding elder for four conse- 
ecutive years, and I think one of the testimonials, the greatest testi- 
monial to the estimate in which he was held in his conference, was the 
sending of his companion as his representative to this Conference. 
The people of the conference felt that nobody could so well represent 
them, could so nearly represent him, as the companion who had 
worked by his side, who had assisted him in the arduous labors that 
he had performed in the conference. Still they are not satisfied. They 
are erecting a memorial church in Janesville, Wisconsin, in memory 
of this faithful servant, who will long be remembered as a leader in 
the Wisconsin Conference; and that is one of the works which the 
Seminary is helping the Church to do, training leaders who will give 
the entire Church greater efficiency; and so the Wisconsin Conference 
delights to honor the memory of J. H. Richards. 


Tus Presipinc BisHor. On the life of Rev. J. D. Donovan, Rev. 
Geo. P. Hott will speak. 
Rev. Geo. P. Hott spoke as follows: 


MEMORIAL OF REV. J. D. DONOVAN. 


Rev. J. D. Donovan was for over a quarter of a century a promi- 
nent member of the Virginia Conference; more loved, on account of 
his friendly Christian life, than perhaps any of his colaborers. Born 
on May 10, 1855, he had lived, on April 22, 1905, the date of his 
death, nearly a half century. Rockingham County, Virginia, was 
his birthplace, where, on farm and in field, amid the scenes of rural 
life, he spent his boyhood days. Of sturdy parentage, and among a 
thrifty people, many of them of German descent, he gathered into his 
character elements of industry and integrity, a good foundation for 
after years of usefulness. 

At an early age he embraced Christ, and in 1874 joined the United 
Brethren Church at Mt. Clinton, Virginia. There, among a class of 
noble Christian people, his own Christian life unfolded, and an un- 
mistakable call to the ministry was laid upon him. His educational 
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advantages were limited, but from the time his duty became clear, he 
sought to improve these by home study and afterward by some time 
spent in Shenandoah Seminaty. He entered the ministry in 1877, 
and was ordained on the 7th of March, 1881, at Boonsboro, Maryland, 
with a class of seven young men, by the sainted Bishop Glossbrenner. 
After nearly a quarter of a century of ministerial service, he was the 
first of his class to fall asleep. 

Almost without intermission he continued active in the ministry 
until last November, when, on account of failing health, he reluct- 
antly gave up work at Martinsburg, West Virginia, and sought in 
a quiet life to regain his declining health. Against disease he made 
an heroic effort, but all was unavailing, and, notwithstanding skillful 
medical care, and the tender home attention of his companion and 
friends, near the midnight hour of April 22, 1905, as the night began 
to turn toward the Easter morn, all but the earthly of Brother Dono- 
van quit this “vale of tears.” 

During these months of semi-retirement he, true to the humane in- 
stincts of his sympathetic nature, was not idle, but while he was him- 
self struggling witha fatal bronchial affection, he took the charge and 
care of an aged blind man, to whom he gave personally constant, ten- 
der ministrations, and this he did until within a few weeks of his 
death, when he was so prostrated as to require the assistance of others 
for himself. 

During his ministry he served as pastor the following charges: 
Bloomery, Dayton, Boonesboro, Martinsburg, Berkeley Springs, Sin- 
gerglen, and Staunton, and besides was presiding elder on Winchester 
District for seven successive years. As a member of different boards 
in his conference, he was efficient and helpful. 

He was a member of the General Conference which met at Toledo, 
Towa, as also at Frederick City, Maryland, and was elected as a mem- 
ber of this body. Not a man of many words in the councils of the 
Church, but one who thought and thought well. 

He leaves a wife, who was Miss Lillian Virginia Croft, of Staunton, 
Virginia, and an only son, Gladstone, a boy of about ten years. He 
also leaves three half-brothers and one half-sister. His father pre- 
ceded him to the other world just two months, and his mother several 
years. 

Brother Donovan had many sterling qualities. As a minister he 
was evangelistic in his type, and in the earlier part of his work felt 
much like devoting his entire time to revivals. In this work he was 
eminently successful, so much so that few men in the last quarter of 
a century have won more souls to Christ than he. Among the mem- 
bers of the Virginia Conference he was preéminently the evangelist, 
and many souls will he have for his hire in the kingdom above. He 
was an excellent pastor, and while he always preached interestingly, 
and to the edification of his hearers, on the street and in the home he 
was perhaps most admired and loved. 
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Among the railroad men along the B. & O. Railroad he was better 
known than any other man, and always met the “boys” with a warm 
hand-shake and a cheery word. Associated with Sister Jennie Smith 
and: other evangelists, he held many extensive meetings among the 
railroad employees, leading hundreds of them to Christ. 

He was a minister who made many friends everywhere he went. 
With the happy faculty of remembering names and faces, and a gen- 
ial, happy disposition, he won to him all classes of men. His love for 
humanity led him to great efforts to help the erring, the poor, even 
the outcast. 

Funeral services were held at Martinsburg, West Virginia, by the 
writer, assisted by Elder W. F. Gruver, A. B. Wilson, W. R. Berry, 
S. D. Skelton, and A. J. Secrist, ministers of our Church; and the 
entire pastoral force of the city was present, though the services were 
at the early hour of eight o’clock in the morning. The remains were 
then taken to Singerglen, Virginia, near his birthplace, where serv- 
ices were held by Rev. A. S. Hammack and J. H. Brunk, and partici- 
pated in by many other ministerial brethren, after which he was 
laid to rest among his kindred to await the resurrection of the just. 
His life work is done; he rests from his labors forever with the Lord. 


Tur Presipinc Bisuop. On the life of Rev. H. Doty Rev. F. P. 
Rosselot will speak. 


MEMORIAL OF REV. HENRY DOTY. 


You will find the obituary of the life of Rev. Henry Doty in the 
Religious Telescope of May 3 last, which contains a likeness of the 
members of this Conference. Brother Doty was a member of 
Sandusky Conference, and did much of his ministerial work in that 
conference. He was great as a worker for Christ in many particu- 
lars. In his conference he received more than eleven hundred mem- 
bers into the Church of his choice. Nine years he served that con- 
ference as presiding elder, closing that work with the last meeting 
of his conference. When the conference of his choice was heavily in- 
debted, he planned a method to obtain money to cancel the debt, 
and threw himself into the gathering of that money so completely that 
he was prostrated upon his bed, and his friends and physicians had 
but little hope for his recovery. A number of times Brother Doty was 
very close to passing away. On the 30th day of last March, starting 
for his home from North Dakota, just a few hours before that having 
written a card to his companion that everything was arranged now 
and he was returning home, he was seated, with three other men, in 
the caboose of a freight train, and the train stopped over the Little 
Missouri River. One of the men who was seated by his side, arose 
and walked to the rear of the car and opened the door, and when he 
opened the door the light from an engine of a moving train flashed 
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upon them. + Brother Doty only exclaimed, “Boys, look out!” and in a 
moment the engine had crashed into the car and crushed the lives 
from three of the men and threw the man who stood at the door of 
the car a number of feet in the air, and he fell into the river, and, 
though much injured, recovered. 

If you have ever heard Brother Doty speak—very many of you 
have—you have heard him say this again and again. He was very 
much inclined, it seemed to be, and favored the thought of his passing 
into his great beyond by “sweeping through the gates.” Many and 
many a time have I heard him close an appeal to sinful men by saying 
in conclusion these words, “Sweeping through the gates,” and so he 
swept through. He was a member of the General Conference that met 
at Frederick, Maryland, and was elected a member of this General 
Conference. Now, we miss him in Sandusky Conference, and I miss 
him in the delegation from Sandusky Conference, and the Sandusky 
Conference misses him here; and many a time when I have been in 
this Conference I have thought of my bosom friend, Rey. H. Doty. 
May God bless his family and his loved ones, and may his memory be 
dear to us. : 


Tue Presipinc BisHor. We will now have singing by the Confer- 
ence. 

Pror. E. 8. Lorenz. Brethren, I think it is time that we get a little 
of the note of victory into this. Our brethren are not dead; they live. 
Our brethren are not in sorrow; they sing. Let us sing “I shall wear 
a golden crown when I get home.” The brethren all wear the golden 
crown now, and with quiet joy let us sing No. 76, first, second, and 
last verses. : 

Tue Presiping Bisuor. On the life of Mr. John Dodds Dr. Wm. 
McKee will speak. 


MEMORIAL OF THE LiFE OF JOHN DODDS. 


Dr. Wm. McKee spoke as follows: 


Of Brother John Dodds little was known until he was seventeen 
or eighteen years old, except that he came up out of poverty and ob- 
scurity. One night he went to a revival meeting, and, as he expressed 
it, went to the mourners’ bench and had it out with God. He said, 
“T have got religion and I believe it,” and he lived it from that time 
on until he was eighty-two years old, dying the first day of May, two 
years ago. Brother Dodds was very energetic in anything he under- 
took. He.was a carpenter at first, and afterwards a manufacturer. 
Three times in the history of his life his manufactory burned down, 
and the fire had scarcely died out in either case until he was at work - 
again rebuilding. So he was in church work—always doing some- 
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thing. He could not be satisfied unless he was doing something. It 
was not enough to talk—he must do; and I think there is not 
a church in the Miami Conference, very few at least, but what he 
has contributed more or less to its building. He was always doing 
something, especially for the young preachers. He had an abiding 
interest in them, and here and there he helped them to money and 
clothing, or anything he could to help on the good work. He helped 
our schools. When at the Missionary Board meeting his name was 
under consideration two years ago, Bishop Kephart said, among 
other things, that to his certain knowledge Brother Dodds had at one 
time and another given $20,000 to Western College. It was to help the 
building of churches, through the Church-Erection Society, and to” 
the home-mission work, through the Missionary Society, that he gave 
most freely while he lived, and he made preparation in his will to 
leave to the Missionary Society not less than $75,000. Through the 
peculiar character of the laws of Ohio relative to the rights of widows 
we were defeated in obtaining this money. 

To give you an idea of how he did things, a former pastor of the 
Oak Street Church, Dr. H. H. Fout, also a member of this Conference, 
made a statement one day of the cost of the property, of the land, 
of the actual cost of the parsonage and finally of the audi- 
teria. He said it was $26,000. Of this sum Brother Dodds 
had paid $17,000 and the people $9,000. Now, this is but a single in- 
stance. He was giving largely here and there. One time he came 
into my office, probably fifteen years ago, and said, “I am making 
money too fast.” His bookkeeper had given him a carefully-prepared 
balanée sheet. “I am getting too rich,” he said. He held the sheet in 
his hand, and then, instead of saying, “Where shall I invest my money 
so it will bring me the best returns?’ instead of asking of me some- 
thing of that kind, as many a man would have done, he said, “I must 
give more money to God’s cause. I must not accumulate so much 
money.” He loved his Church as truly as he loved his life, and the 
last time I had any talk with him prior to his death, while: his mind 
was yet clear and not affected by disease, he said, referring to the Oak 
Street Endowment Fund, for he left $3,000 to that church as a per- 
petual endowment fund; he was going to receive the interest himself 
while he lived. Now I had in my hand six months’ interest. He said, 
“T don’t need it. You and Brother Huber, the pastor, divide it up.” 
He was particular to say how part was to be given to the pastor, so 
much to the poor, and so much to this and to that and the other, and 
he urged us to be particular that it was done. “Don’t give it into the 
hands of others, but you and Brother Huber see that it goes where I 
want it to go,” was his request. Thus he was thinking to the last of 
the Church and about how he might do good with his money. 

There is another peculiarity that I want to speak of in regard to 
Brother Dodds and then I will close. He greatly loved his family. 
He.was a rough man in his exterior; many thought he was rude and 
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rough in every respect. I often thought he was a little like a great 
big shell-bark hickory—you peel the rough bark off and then dig 
down to the finer fiber and dig deep enough and you will come to very 
tine timber; and that is just what Brother Dodds was. He was 
brought up as an orphan in a family composed altogether of girls, and 
these girls married and moved away, most of them to Dayton or in 
the county. I think all but one died before he did. Two older ones 
lived in Dayton, and by misfortune of their husbands became poor 
in the closing years of their lives. Brother Dodds always spoke of 
these ladies as his sisters, although, I believe, they were no relation, 
and he always thought of them. He would pay their expenses to the 
Sunday-school conventions and their bills to conference, besides re- 
membering them in other ways. The last time I ever heard his voice 
I went to the house to see him, and while no one was permitted to 
enter his room, I heard him calling from his bed to one of these sis- 
ters, first in a loud tone and then in a weaker voice, “Come here.” 
Now this sister, Tena they called her, had been in heaven more than 
three years. We have no doubt he soon met her. : 
Brother Dodds made his impression on this Church by the good life 
he lived, by the money he made and distributed to Christ’s cause, but 
his life was not all outward. Brother Dodds was a man of deep vital 
experience, and always stood for experimental religion. He thought 
that if a man did not know that he was converted to God, and did not 
have daily witness of the Holy Spirit, that he was no Christian at all. 
Sometimes I thought he was extreme on that, but that was his con- 
viction. We shall not forget him soon nor his works in the conference 
where he lived and died. ‘ 


Tue Presipine Bisnop. On the life and labors of Mr. OC. Howard 
Rey. J. A. Cummins will speak. 
Rev. J. A, Cummins spoke as follows: 


MEMORIAL OF THE LIFE OF C. HOWARD, OF ST. JOSEPH CONFERENCE. 


Cornelius Howard was born April 16, 1841, and departed this life 
May 30, 1908, aged sixty-two years, one month, and fourteen days. 
He enlisted in the Sixth Michigan Regiment of infantry, and served 
his country until sickness prevented further service for the time. 
He then reénlisted in the Fourteenth Michigan Battery, and served 
until the close of the Civil War. 

In the month of October, 1867, having been married three years, 
and enjoying the blessings of his own farm fireside, after some mo- 
ments of silence, he said to his wife, “Harriet, if I live until the 
first day of January next, I am going to begin to live a Christian 
life.” These words indicate the sober, thoughtful, and decided con- 
clusion reached; and those who knew him best might know the result. 
True to such committal, on the evening of January 1, the time ap- 
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pointed, he read from the Book, knelt with his family, and offered 
himself to Almighty God in prayer. From that precious hour until 
the hour of his death nothing was ever allowed to interfere with his 
home altar service, both morning and evening. 

Having begun his religious life from a strict sense of duty, and for 
more than eleven years without the joy of assurance, after a day of 
prayer and supplication he was filled with the power of the Holy 
Spirit, and from that day onward he lived in the conscious presence 
of Jesus Christ his Lord. He was interested in every department of 
the church work—educational, home and foreign missions, church 
erection, Sunday school, all had a share in his abundant charity. 

He served a number of years as trustee of Otterbein University, 
was several times chosen as lay delegate to St. Joseph Conference, to 
which he was greatly attached in all the interest of its success in the 
annual sessions of that body for twenty-five years, being absent but 
once or twice. 

His devotion to God and his Church was manifest in the General 
Conference of four years ago, when he so earnestly pleaded that the 
boundary lines between Michigan and St. Joseph conferences be not 
changed, when he said ,“My prayers have hitherto gone by way of St. 
Joseph Conference.” 

He was a great, good man. He passed from labor to reward on 
May 30, 1903, while on a railway train in the State ot Washington. 
He left a wife and four sons to mourn their loss. He was the father 
of Rev. A. T. Howard, returned missionary from Japan. 


Tue Presipinc Bisnor. The last name that appears here on which 
you will hear words is Mr. F. B. Arford. Dr. J. T. Hobson will speak 
on this name. 


Dr. J. T. Hobson spoke as follows: 


MEMORIAL OF THE LIFE OF FRANK B. ARFORD. 


Tt is with pleasure, mingled with sadness, that I perform the duty ot 
speaking of one of God’s noblemen who has been called into the be- 
yond since our last General Conference. 

Frank B. Arford was born in Tuscarawas County, Ohio, and died at 
his home, near Odon, Davies County, Indiana, February 9, 1902, in 
the fifty-first year of his age. He was twice married, his second wife, 
a noble Christian woman, surviving him. Seven children, most of 
whom are grown, and zealous Christians, also survive. One of his 
brothers, Rev. A. W. Arford, is a member of this General Conference. 
His household was subject to the rules of piety and family worship. 
His last audible prayer was, “Lord, bless this home.” As a neighbor 
and citizen. he was public spirited and highly esteemed. When one 
of his aged neighbors, a member of a sister church, came from the 
room after viewing his remains, with his heart stirred with grief, said, 
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“Tf there ever was a kind neighbor and Christian man, Brother Ar- 
ford was such.” “ 

Brother Arford’s parents were zealous and devoted members of the 
United Brethren Church, and he became a Christian in early life, and 
united with the Church of his parents. Brother Arford was an ear- 
nest Christian worker, and made many sacrifices for the Church. He 
was greatly interested in Sabbath-school work, and served as teacher 
and superintendent many years. He was a leader in the Young 
People’s Christian Union, and was a member of the first local society 
organized within the bounds of Indiana Conference at Pleasant Hill 
Church, Odon Circuit. He was a lay delegate to a number of sessions 
of the Indiana Conference. He was elected lay delegate to the Gen- 
eral Conferences of 1893, 1897, and 1901, but did not attend the Gen- 
eral Conference of 1897. J served as his pastor and as presiding 
elder for several years, and by many heart-to-heart talks I learned to 
know the motives that prompted his outer life of Christian activity. 
While his life was beautifully in harmony and in fellowship with his 
Creator, and his death triumphant, yet it was a sad message that 
called me to attend his funeral. The pastor and three former pastors 
lovingly and tenderly assisted in the services. 

After the last General Conference of Frederick, Maryland, a num- 
ber of delegates visited Washington City. Brother Arford and I 
went together. In that city of “magnificent distances,” the capital of 
the nation, on the banks of the beautiful Potomac, we walked the 
beautiful streets, viewed the fine palaces and monuments of beauty, 
were admitted to the mansion of the chief ruler of the greatest nation 
on earth; we looked upon the towering dome of the capitol building, 
the crowning glory of the city; we walked through its political halls; 
in the evening-time we wonderingly walked through the splendidly- 
lighted Congressional Library Building, its top overlaid with gold, 
one of the finest buildings in the world, where is deposited the ac- 
cumulated wisdom of the world. We were almost lost in wonder at the 
fine exhibitions of art and the splendor about us. Brother Arford 
was always somewhat reserved, and not very demonstrative, but he 
was carried away with what we saw and said, “This is grand, and be- 
yond anything I ever expected to see.” 

Little did I think then that, in a few brief months, Brother Arford 
would be permitted to enter that beautiful city, “Jerusalem the 
Golden,” the capital of the universe, where flows the river of eternal 
life, where the streets-are of pure gold, where mansions of glory are 
built by our Heavenly Father, the Ruler of the universe, where the 
redeemed, washed in the blood of the Lamb, shall dwell forever and 
ever. If Brother Arford could speak to us, he might say, “Eye hath 
not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into heart of man the 
things which God hath prepared for them that love him.” - 


J. T. Hopson. 
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Tuer Presmpincg BisHor. We will now have singing by the Arion 
Quartet. 

The quartet then favored Conference with the song, “Some Blessed 
Dayz” ; 

Tue Presipine Bisuor. We will now stand while Dr. Funk leads 
us before the throne of grace. 

Dr. Funk delivered the following prayer: 


O God, our Father, we do rejoice this afternoon that we are per- 
mitted to look towards the city to which our dear ones are going, and 
as we have paused in the business of this session for a short time, our 
hearts have been gladdened with the thought that in Jesus Christ we 
have victory over death and the grave, and that we to-day possess the 
faith-given hope for the entrance into that life eternal upon which 
these, our loved ones, have already entered. Our minds are sometimes 
filled with sorrow when we remember that they are not with us here, 
but when we think of the victories thou hast wrought, O thou tender 
Christ, for us thou hast broken the seal of the tomb, thou hast opened 
the doorway to eternal life, thou hast led death captive. And to-day 
our hearts rejoice in the thoughts of the sweet fellowship that is 
theirs, and, while we could wish them here, from the earth’s side, we 
rejoice in their victory on the heaven side. So graciously let thy 
Spirit rest upon us, that we may follow in their footsteps. Whether 
death come to us after a long life of service, or whether it come to us 
in the prime of manhood, unexpectedly, may we, like them, be ready, 
that we may enter into the joys of our Lord. May the bright sun of 
heaven that shines, dispelling darkness from that home, be on our 
pathway as we go down into death’s gloom, and may the grave, which 
before thy coming, O Christ, was dark, be light to us, and may it be 
but the portal through which we enter into the joys eternal with thee 
and with our loved ones. And now may the blessing of the triune 
God be upon the homes that have been bereft to keep them -in grace 
divine. We ask it in his name. Amen. 


The memorial services closed at 4: 45 P. Mm. 

Tu Presipinc BisHor. Brethren of the General Conference, I take 
great pleasure in introducing to you a very distinguished character 
who has come to-day in the presence of our liberty-loving people, the 
people who are in love with great reforms. He comes from a State 
that is very dear to me, because, you see, I myself am a Hoosier. 
I am an original Hoosier. I am a dyed-in-the-wool Hoosier. 
[Applause.] I am away up at the head of the creek Hoosier, born there 
in 1837, so I-have very great pleasure in introducing to you a man 
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from my own loved State of Indiana. I want to say to you that this 
man had no sooner come intd power in such a time as this than he 
set about certain great reforms. [Great applause.] Calling to a 
distingushed banquet the editors of the State of Indiana, just at 
the opening of the legislature, he asked them to join him in his effort 
to secure certain needed reforms in the State of Indiana. I take 
pleasure in introducing to you Governor Hanly, of Indiana. [Great 
applause. | 


GOVERNOR HANLY’S ADDRESS. 


Mr. BisHop AND GENTLEMEN OF THE CONFERENCE: This Indiana 
business is being overworked a little. I have had the pleasure of 
meeting quite a number of gentlemen since my arrival here, an hour 
ago, and I have the first one to meet, except the good governor of this 
State, who did not come from Indiana. I had a mind to be elated 
about that, but the governor said it is a habit here in Kansas; that 
when Commissioner Garfield was here last week, the same fellows 
were born in Ohio. [Great applause.] However that may be, it is a 
very pleasant habit. [The Presiding Bishop. Yes, but I was born 
there.] Yet the good bishop insists that he was born in Indiana. I 
was not, but I had the good sense. to move there early. [Applause.] 
The first was an accident; but choice of a residence implies yolition of 
will and good judgment. [Laughter. ] 

My friends, I am not a prophet; I do not know what the near fu- 
ture holds for the American people or for the Christian churches of 
the world; but if I read the signs aright, we are on the eve in this 
country of a great revival of civic righteousness [great applause] 
that will reach and touch the source of power—the people; and fol- 
lowing the revival of civic righteousness, or, it may be, as a funda- 
mental part of it, I hope and pray that there will be a revival of the 
religion of Christ [applause], and those two things always make for 
the uplifting of men, for the building of society, for the founding and 
development of states. Thank God no church in America is a liabil- 
ity against the state—they are all assets. [Great applause.] 

When I came in you were holding memorial services for the dead. 
With Christian heart and Christian hope and Christian faith they 
are not dead, but they are just away somewhere in the great beyond, 
in the limitless universe of Almighty God. They live again, and we, 
my friends, by and by shall see them in the glory of the incarnation; 
in the beauty of their holiness we shall see them. I thank you. [Great 
applause. ] 


The quartet was again called for, but the Conference, noticing Gov- 
ernor Hoch, called for him amidst great applause. 
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GOVERNOR HOCH’S ADDRESS. 


The singers may be from Indiana, and these speakers may be from 
Indiana, but they sing and talk like Kansas. [Applause.] I have 
already taxed the time and patience of this great convention three 
times, and I merely: came here to-day as a courtesy to our distin- 
-guished guest, the governor of Indiana. J did not expect to get upon 
this platform. Indeed, my presence here now recalls a slander, a 
mean slander, perpetrated by somebody upon a church social upon one 
oceasion. It was in the nature of a colloquy. Said Oyster No. 1 to 
Oyster No. 2, “Where are we?” Said Oyster No. 2 to Oyster No. 1, 
“We are in the bowl of a church sociable.” Said Oyster No. 1 to 
Oyster No. 2, “What need of both of us?” [Applause.]. I have been 
impressed as I have looked upon this splendid assembly upon several 
occasions with this thought, that there are among your number many 
men who have passed the meridian of life. I see also a great many 
young men in the vigor of a splendid young manhood; but I am 
pleased beyond expression to look into the faces of so many who have 
passed the meridian of life. It has often been a wonder to me why it 
is that, in the Christian ministry, men are superannuated, as a rule, 
so much earlier than any other profession known among men. An 
old lawyer enters the court-room and the young men at once take a 
back seat, and say, by their actions, if not by their words, that he 
knows the law. They show him deference. When we want a doctor, 
and I speak that pleasantly, because I may be talking to some young 
doctors, when we call a physician, we like to know that he is a man 
of experience. In statesmanship, the Gladstones, the old men Mor- 
rells, the old Senator Morgans, and men of seventy-five and eighty 
years, are the men who stamp themselves upon the country; but, un- 
fortunately, in the ministry a man at fifty years of age in some de- 
nominations seems to be about ready to retire at the time when he 
ought to be the ripest in knowledge and richest in experience. When 
there ought to be the greatest demand for him, he is laid on the shelf. 
I congratulate you that this does not seem to be a fact in your de- 
nomination. [Applause.] I wish you might come over and join the 
Methodist Church, so you would change things in our denomination 
a little. [Applause.] Young men and old men, let me say to you, 
you are engaged in the greatest business that can command the time 
and talents of men. [ Voices. Yes. Great applause. ] 


The presiding bishop called attention to the lecture of Governor 
Hanly at the Auditorium in the evening, on the subject of “The Pat- 
riotism of Peace.” 

The quartet then sang “Hosanna to our Lord and King.” 

Proressor Keppen, of California Conference. Mr. Chairman, you 
will remember that, early in the afternoon, I made a request that a 
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certain report, certain series of reports, be referred to the appropriate — 
committees for auditing. I have looked over the list of the commit- 
tees and do not find any auditing committee provided. I would like - 
to say before offering a motion that, on having looked into some of 
these financial reports, that it is good for the persons making them, 
and for the good of us who receive them, and for the good of the 
Church, for these reports to be passed on by an auditing committee, 
as far as such reports can be passed on in the shape in which they are. 
Therefore I would move that the chair appoint a committee of nine 
members to receive these financial reports, and the reports of the 
Treasurer, and to audit them. 

Dr. Funk. I would like to say that-these reports have all been 
audited before coming here. 

Proressor Kreppent. I would like to say, if they have, they had bet- 
ter be audited again. If the brother will audit two or three of them 
with pencil and paper, he will see that I am right. 

R. H. Bennett, cf Neosho Conference, seconded the motion. 

The motion prevailed. 

Rev. A. P. Funxnouser, of Virginia Conference. As the matter 
presented by Senator Edmonds was brought up just at the time of the 
special order of the day, I move, therefore, that the invitation of the 
people of Holton to visit them be accepted at such a time as Is con- 
venient to the Conference. 

Seconded. 

An amendment was offered setting the time for Saturday after- 
noon which amendment was accepted, and the motion as amended 
prevailed. 

Rev. J. T. Hobson, of Indiana Conference, stated that Committee 
No. 6, on Salaries, was ready to report, and would go to the printer. , 

Dr. Funx. The report of the Committee on Boundaries is printed. 
Dr. Trueblood, the secretary, desires to make a statement before it is 
distributed. : 

Dr. Truesioop. A little matter was omitted from the report for 
Southern Mlinois and also Northwest Kansas. The enabling act which 
was attached to the Illinois Conference was also attached to North- 
ern Illinois and was omitted in the printing. The boundary of North- 
west Kansas was added at the close of the description, “This confer- 
ence to include Maple Creek Church, which was formerly in the 
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bounds of West Nebraska,” and at the close of the report on mission 
districts in the Philippines embraces territory in the Philippines oc- 
cupied by the Woman’s Missionary Association. 

Rev. H. U. Roop, of Eastern Pennsylvania Conference. The Com- 
mittee on Educational Institutions, No. 8, is ready to report, and the 
same will be handed to the printer. : 

Rey. J. R. Harner, of Arkansas Valley Conference. Committee No. 
94, on Expenses of Delegates, is ready to report and will be handed to- 
the printer. - 

Rey. H. 8. Gasen, of Eastern Pennsylvania Conferertce. The Com- 
mittee on Publishing Interests is ready to submit their report, in 
printed form. This report is ready to be considered by the Confer- 
ence, and it has been in the hands of the Conference the requisite 
length of time. I do not know whether they want to take it up this 
evening or not, on account of the lateness of the hour. 

Dr. W. E. Scuetn, of East Nebraska Conference. I think we ought 
to take up this report and consider it as the chairman has suggested, 
or we will have to stay here about a month. Let us dispose of the re- 
port of the Committee on Publishing Interests. 

Tue Presipinc Bisuop. I wish to announce this special committee, 
the Auditing Committee: Prof. Mark Keppel, A. P. Funkhouser, 
A. 8. Neuding, F. P. Rosselot, Prof. W. O. Mills, J. A. F. King, S. E- 
Kumler, W. E. Burgess, and E. W. Paul. Professor Keppel will be 
chairman of the committee. 

Tar Presipina Brsuop. Are you now prepared to take up the re- 
port of the Committee on Publishing Interests ? 

Dr. Funk. This is a matter, of course, in which I am most deeply 
interested. I want to say that I have not had a minute of time to look 
at this report. I would like to have until to-morrow to think about 
this report. Perhaps that is not true of you, brethren; it may be you 
are ready to act on it right now, but I would like to have time to con- 
sider it. Now I do not say that to keep this body from acting, but to 
tell you just how my own heart feels in reference to it. 

S. F. Huser, of Pennsylvania Conference. It does seem to me, that 
some one some time ago asked that the reports be not distributed until 
we act upon them, and now the same party asks for delay. 

Dr. Funk. I rise to a question of privilege. I certainly did not 
make any such statement. I asked the question, Mr. Chairman, 
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whether the reports should be distributed. I could not distribute 
them until I was called upon ta do so. 

A. H. Laucusaum, of Sandusky Conference. I move that we grant 
Brother Funk’s request. 

This was agreed to. 

Rev. S. W. Keister, of Allegheny Conference. I understand that 
when these reports were printed and put under our hands that we were 
to have twenty-four hours to look them over. 

Tue Presipine BisHop. That is correct. I asked if this report 
had been in the hands of the Conference twenty-four hours, and I 
understood Brother Gabel to say it had. 

Bisnop Matuews. Mr, Chairman, I think I gave my impression 
before about this matter, but I must express myself again at this time. 
I am sure that I speak your sentiments when I say that this is a very 
deliberate body, and we need deliberation in reference to these re- 
ports. I was a little nervous this afternoon when certain things were 
suggested. I say, brethren, we had better stay two weeks longer and 
deliberate upon these matters that are of vast importance to the whole 
constituency of our Church rather than to hastily pass them over 
from time to time. 

Rev. A. W. Bauincer, of Sandusky Conference. I move that we 
do now adjourn. 

Seconded. 

Dr. Funx. Now, Mr. Chairman, I would like to say in connection 
with the report on superintendency that there is a majority report and 
a minority report. We will distribute at this moment the majority 
report, following it with the minority report. 

Announcements were made also as to a meeting in the interests of 
the different colleges, and the meetings of the various committees. 

The motion to adjourn prevailed, with benediction by Rev. L. W. 
Stahl, of Allegheny Conference. 

Conference adjourned until 8:30 a. M., Wednesday. 
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SIXTH DAY—MORNING SESSION. 


Wepnespay, May 17, 1905, 8:30 a. M. 

Bishop Kephart presiding. 

Rey. W. L. Hinshaw, of Arkansas Valley Conference, conducted the 
devotional exercises: 

Rey. ©. S. Parker, of the Arion Quartet, led the song-service. 
Song No. 62, “Wonderful Words,” and song No. 163, “Face to Face,” 
were followed by the reading of Galatians 5:1-25. Song No. 134, 
“There is Power in the Blood,” was followed by a prayer by Rev. J. R. 
Harner, of Arkansas Valley Conference, and also by Rev. J. W. Lilly, 
of Sandusky Conference, and song No. 178, first and last verses, Sli 
need thee every hour,” was followed with prayers by Rev. J. W. Lake, 
of St. Joseph Conference, and Rev. D. W. Sprinkle, of East Ohio 
Conference. The devotional service closed with song No. 90, “Keep 
Your Heart Singing.” 5 

The secretary called the roll of conferences and the minutes of yes- 
terday’s sessions were read. 

Rey. H. R. Hess, of West Virginia Conference. I wish to say that 
the name of Helen Gould appearing as Miss Helen Gould is a mis- 
take. It should be Mrs. Helen Gould, for she has an excellent son 
twenty-four years old. Also, the name of W. O. Miller, as given, 
should be W. O. Mills. 

Pror. E. 8. Lorenz, of Miami Conference. I have a question. I 
was under the impression that the Committee on Auditing was to 
have charge of all the financial reports of this Conference, and not 
simply of the Church Treasurer. 

The minutes as corrected were approved. 

Dr. M. R.-Drury, of Iowa Conference. “J have a resolution to 
present at this time. I think the object of it will be plain and .ead to 
no discussion.. 


Resolved, That the names of the lady delegates of this Conference 
be placed in the regular alphabetical list of the lay delegates and not 


in a separate list, as in the secretary’s roll. Also that their portraits 
be given a place in the Conference proceedings in the same order. 


M. R. Drury. 
HE. W. Curtis. 
: Mrs. F. GeIsLER. 
The resolution was adopted. 
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SECRETARY Snyper. I want to say that I have been following the 
printed form in the calling of the roll,,so I could not very well do 
otherwise. 

Dr. Funk read the following communication: 


WELLINGTON, Kansas, May 16, 1905. 
To the United Brethren Oonference, Topeka, Kansas. 

Dear Breturen: The accompanying resolution was passed unani- 
mously by the General Association of the Congregational Ministers 
and Churches of Kansas at Kirwin, Kansas, May 12, 1905. 

Wishing you grace, mercy, and peace, I forward the same to you. 

Very respectfully, sincerely yours, 
Wiztson C. WHEELER. 


To the United Brethren Conference, in Session at Topeka, from Gen- 
eral Association of Congregational Ministers and Churches of 
Kansas. : 

Resolved, That we send our most heartfelt greeting to the United 
Brethren Conference, now in session in Topeka, as a fraternal body of 
Christians. We pray that the presence of God’s Spirit in fullness be 
with them in their deliberations and plans for the future ‘of God’s 
kingdom. We are brethren, and trust that at no far distant date we 
shall be bound in the bonds of a closer union. 

That a copy of this resolution be sent to the United Brethren Con- 
ference, now in session at Topeka. 

Correct copy. . W. C. Wueeter, State Registrar. 


On motion of Dr. D. W. Sprinkle, of East Ohio Conference, this 
communication was referred to the appropriate committee, the Com- 
mittee on Correspondence. 

Tue Preswpine Bisuor. I take pleasure in introducing to the Con- 
ference Dr. John Pearson, Field Secretary of the American Bible 
Society. Will you hear the doctor a moment? 

Voices. Hear, hear. 


. DR. PEARSON'S ADDRESS. 


I thank you, bishop and brethren. I come with no formal greet- 
ings to you, because I am not authorized by any ecclesiastical body to 
convey them, but I would be delighted to say a few words to you; 
first, thanking you for this courtesy, and also telling you how deeply, 
how profoundly I am interested in your work. I am particularly 
. pleased to convey to you, in behalf of our American Bible Society, 
the great pleasure that we have in the action that you took the other 
day in reference to this great society. I believe the society is well 
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worthy of your most hearty codperation. It is one of the greatest mis- 
sionary societies on this continent to-day. It is a home missionary 
society; it is a foreign missionary society; it is both. Its work is 
here; its work is there. If you go to the ends of the earth you will 
meet its representative; but there is no church that can afford to put 
missionaries in so many different countries as the American Bible 
Society. One of the principal reasons why it kindles my enthusiasm 
is because of its broad, generous, world-wide policy. It has its mis- 
sionaries almost everywhere throughout the world. No one denom- 
ination can do that. He who gives even a little to this great work 
helps and touches helpfully the biblical work of our missionary so- 
cleties. 

Our society is also a great unifier in the matter of translation of 
the Bible. Instead of bringing a dozen or more different translations 
to the poor benighted pagan, thereby confusing him as to which is 
true and right and to be followed, we unite the whole world of Chris- 
tians in one translation, and it stands before them as an expression of 
Christianity. This is not know as widely as it would be, as it seems to 
me that it should be known. Wherever they are preaching the word to- 
day, all our American missionaries are furnished with the word in the 
language in which they are preaching by this society, and without any 
expense at all to the missionary board. That last feature is what I 
particularly emphasize. It is the business of this society to do that; 
they assume to carry forward that particular branch of the universal 
yissionary work. 

Now this is one of the greatest things that can be done, and by 
their doing it they become the greatest money-saver of all the dif- 
ferent beneficiaries of the churches. I have not time to elaborate on 
that thought; that will give you the meaning. - If the churches sev- 
erally had to do the translating of the language, and then make their 
plates, build their great printing houses, or add to those they had al- 
ready, so as to have large capacity to print their books, how much 
would it cost them? Anywhere from a score or two of thousands up 
to five or six hundred thousand dollars every year. I have calculated 
it carefully; I am speaking conservatively. Therefore, I say that this 
great society is doing the work for us all. It is your society; it is the 
Congregationalists’ society, it is the Methodist Episcopals’ society, it 
is the Presbyterians’ society; it is all the Bible society we have, and 
it is yours and it is ours. No man is getting any dividends from it; 
everything goes into the work. This great Bible house is ours, free 
from debt and a source of revenue. Its plates fill its great vaults to 
the value of hundreds of thousands of dollars; they are our plates. 
We put them on the press; we simply run off what we want, and if 
we have not got in the building to-day that particular thing that we 
need to fill an order, of that particular missionary, we send them to‘ 
where they are printed, over to London, over to Berlin and Glasgow ; 
we send them the materials and they send us the bill. We furnish 
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these books to all our missionaries everywhere without expense to our 
missionary boards. At the same time we have four or five hundred 
men continually on our own pay-rolls that are going into the pioneer 
fields. 
Now, with your men in West Africa, with your splendid work in 
Japan—oh, I wish I had the time for five minutes to tell you of the 
_ work of the great American Bible Society in Japan to-day. I have 
a letter in my pocket now from our general agent at Korea, telling 
of the over sixty-five thousand poor fellows, also telling of the soldiers 
at Mukden, and he tells us of the interest they each took in the work 
of the society. I thank you for your time and attention. 


Dr. Four, of Miami Conference. I have a resolution I desire to 
present. 


Wuereas, The conviction is profound and widespread that the su- 
preme, over-shadowing need of the times is a great religious awaken- 
ing; and whereas, all Protestantism is taking up anew the responsi- 
bility of American church life for carrying the appeals of the gospel 
to our entire population; and whereas, both the state of the church 
and the nation demand a more thorough and all-pervading realization 
of the saving and redeeming power of Christ, 

Resolved, 1. That evangelism be the key-note of the coming quad- 
rennium, and that our watchword be one hundred thousand souls 
for Christ. 

2. That the Board of Home Missions, in connection with the 
bishops of the Church, be requested to inaugurate a vigorous and 
special evangelistic campaign, in order that the coming quadrennium 
may witness a genuine revival of religion, and that the financial suc- 
cess of the past quadrennium may be paralleled by an equivalent spir- 
itual victory. H. H. Four. 

W. M. Bett. 


THE Presipine Bisnor. According to the rule, that series of resolu- 
tions will go to the appropriate committee, the Committee on Mis- 
sions. 

Rey. Grorce Minier, of Des Moines Conference. T simply wish to 
state that Committee No. 4, on the State of the Church, is ready to 
report. 

THe Preswine Bisuor. The report will go to the printer, under the 
rule. 

Rey. C. J. Burkert, of Miami Conference. Committee No. 6, on 
Missions, is ready to report. . 

Tue Presipinc Bisnor. According to your rule it will go to the 
printer. 
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Rey. C. U. MoKzs, of Northwest Kansas Conference. Committee 
No. 21, on Judiciary, is ready to report. 

Tue Presipine Brsuop. According to your rules that will go to the 
printer. 

Rey. R. M. Zucx, of Upper Wabash Conference. Committee No. 
12, on Sunday Schools, is ready to report. The report has been 
printed; it is ready to present to the Conference. 

The report was distributed. . 

Rey. J. R. Harner, of Arkansas Valley Conference. The report of 
Committee No. 24, on Delegates’ Expenses, is ready. 

Tue Presipine Bisnop. That will go to the printer. 

Rey. J. D. Wyanpt, of East Ohio Conference. Committee No. 15, 
on Itinerancy, is ready to report. 

Tue Presse Bisuor. That will go to the printer. 

Rev. J. C. Bremer, of Ohio German Conference: Committee No. 
18, on Church Membership, is ready to report. 

Tue Presipinec Bisnor. The report will, according to your rules, 
go into the hands of the printer. 

Dr. Funx. As soon as Report No. 12 is distributed we are ready 
to distribute the report on the Government of the Church. 

The report was distributed. 

Mr. Joun Drury, of Iowa Conference. In the Sunday-school re- 
port there should be a correction. You will notice Article VIL; 
“General Secretary” should be substituted for president; and under 
Article IIT., Section 4, on the last page, omit the word “generally” ; 
and in Section 5 substitute “Sunday” for “Sabbath.” 

Tus Presiping Bisuor. Those items will be taken into considera- 
tion when the report is considered. ; 

Dr. Funk. We are now ready to distribute the report on Govern- 
ment of the Church. As I announced the other day, I have Disci- 
plines here, and I have Disciplines here for each delegate who does 
not have one. They are for delegates and not for visitors. 

Rev. A. P. Funxuouser, of Virginia Conference. Your Commit- 
tee on Order of Business desires to report at once. 

Assistant Secretary Schaeffer read the report as follows: 


Your committee. recommends that pending business be laid aside 


until the Committees on Nominations and Delegates’ Expenses make 
their reports. We further recommend that the election of bishops, 
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Publishing Agent, and Publishing House Trustees, be made the 
special order for three o’clock this afternoon. 


On motion of Rey. W. H. Washinger the report was approved. 

The report of the Committee on Nominations was then called for, 
but reported not ready. 

Rev. A. P. Funxuousrer. I move you that the committee be ex- 
cused and directed to report at once nominations for Publishing 
House Board. We cannot have an election this afternoon without it. 

Rey. W. F. Grover, of Virginia Conference. I suppose the Con- 
ference remembers that the committee asked for instructions as to 
whether or not they should make a partial report, and it was ordered 
that the report be deferred until the entire report could be made, and 
that cannot be made before to-morrow or next day. 

Tue Presipine Bisnor. Let the committee exercise its own good 
judgment with reference to that, and if it has a partial report to 
make, I believe this Conference will hear it at any time. 

Rey. W. F. Gruver. We were simply acting under orders. 

Rey. S. W. Keister, of Allegheny Conference. I would like to 
know whether the charter of the United Brethren Publishing House 
calls for a certain number of directors or trustees. I ask whether any 
one can inform us whether the charter of the United Brethren Pub- 
lishing House requires a certain number of trustees? 

Dr. Funk. It does. 

Tue Preswine Bisnop. I think it would be a strange charter if it 
did not. 

R. H. Bennerr, of Neosho Conference. I move that the Commit- 
tee on Nominations be asked to report nominees for Trustees for the 
Printing Establishment, in order that the ballots may be printed. 

Motion seconded by Rey. A. P. Funkhouser. 

Rey. W. F. Grover, of Virginia Conference. Do you want just that 
one board printed, or do you want what we have printed? We have 
three boards completed. 

THE Presipinc Bisnor. You will make your report as full as you 
have it. 

Rey. George Geiger, of Southeast Ohio Conference, secretary of the 


Committee on Nominations, read the following report: A 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON NOMINATION OF PRINTING ESTABLISHMENT 
TRUSTEES. 


We, your Committee on Nominations for Trustees of the Printing 
Establishment, beg leave to report as follows: 

Twenty-seven nominated. Nine to be elected. Not less than three 
must be residents of Dayton, Ohio, or vicinity. 

Hast District.—K. F. Millard, D. D. Lowery, L. W. Stahl, I. Benne- 
hoff, G. A. Wolfe, S. D. Faust, W. A. Lutz, D. W. Sprinkle, W. H. 
Jack. 

Ohio District —C. J. Burkert, Eugene Schaeffer, S. W. Lott, T. J. 
Harbaugh, J. H. Arnold, John Hulitt, S. E. Kumler, E. 8. Neuding, 
P. M. Camp, George Scott, G. W. Dillenback. 

Central District—George Miller, E. R. Smith, A. W. Drury, D. R. 
Seneff, H. W. Trueblood. 

Western District—Matt Edmonds, C. U. McKee. 

W. F. Grover, Chairman. 
Guorce GEIGER, Secretary. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON NOMINATION OF CHURCH TRUSTEES. 


We, your committee, report as follows: 

Thirty-six nominated. Twelve to be elected, a majority of whom 
shall be from Ohio. 

Hast District—_W. R. Berry, A. R. Ayers, J. W. Kiracofe, C. H. 
Cox, Cyrus Funk, W. G. Clippinger, C. E. Mullen, John Thomas, 
G. A. Davis. 

Ohio District.—John A. Shauck, W. J. Shuey, A. Orr, John Barnes, 
G. C. Williams, S. E. Kemp, P. M. Streich, A. H. TLaughbanea: Wm. 
McKee, A. A. Moore, G. Fritz, J. P. Miller, H. A. Secrist, J. W. 
Markley, K. J. Rogers, I. J. Bear, A. M. Cummins, Ss. W. Paul, A. W. 
Arford. 

Central District—H. J. Gunnels, C. A. Thorn, W. H. Heffner, 
J. L. Brandenburg,’ S. Wertz. 

West District—H. C. Shaffer, N. Castle. 


W. F. Gruver, Chairman. 
- Georcre Geicrer, Secretary. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON NOMINATION OF BOARD OF EDUCATION. 


We, your committee, report as follows: 

Twenty-seven nominated. Nine to be elected. 3 

East District —H. U. Roop, R. J. White, W. J. Zuck, E. U. Hoen- 
shel, Lawrence Keister, 8. F. Huber, O.-I. B. Brane. 

Ohio District—L. Bookwalter, J. P. Landis, T. J. Sanders, H. S. 
Gruver, F. P. Rosselot, W. O. Fries, G. A. Funkhouser, G. P. Mack- 
lin, E. L. Shuey, W. H. Wright. 
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Canta) District.—C. J. Kephart, J. W. Lake, J. A. Hawkins, I. L. 
Kephart, W. R. Shuey, W. S. Reese. 
West District.—P. O. Bonebrake, W. E. Schell, L. S. Cornell, I. E. 


Caldwell. 
W. F. Grover, Chairman. 


GrEorGE GeEIcER, Secretary. 


By general consent the report of the committee was ordered printed 
and ballots prepared. 

Dr. Senerr, of Lower Wabash Conference. You will notice one 
thing, that you have not determined what your districts will be. 
That is why I called for that report before, in order that we might 
not get the cart before the horse. 

Rev. W. H. Wasuincer, of Pennsylvania Conference. I move that 
the report on superintendency be taken up. 

Rev. A. P. Funknouser. When we adjourned last evening, the 
business before the Conference was the consideration of the report 
of the Printing Establishment. Does not that hold until it is com- 
pleted or laid aside? 

THE Presipine BisHor. That will come up under the head of un- 
finished business. 

Rey. W. H. Wasuincer. I press my motion. 

Rev. H. S. Gasen, of Eastern Pennsylvania Conference. Did we 
not take action that the report on publishing interests be laid over 
until to-day ? : 

Tue Presipwwe Bisnop. That is true; but when you lay it over 
indefinitely, it means any time during the day. Now it is for the 
Conference to say which of these reports it will take up. There is a 


motion made that you take up the report of the Committee on Super- — 


intendency, which was distributed yesterday, and has been in your 
hands a sufficient length of time. 

Dr. Funk. I would like to say that there is a supplement to the 
report of the Committee on Superintendency in the hands of the 
printer, which was handed to us late last night for printing. It was 
simply an omission from the printed report, the secretary failing to. 
get it in, and asked us to make a supplement of it. We have tried to. 
get it here, but it is not ready. 

Tuer Presipine Bisop. Then the entire report is not here? 

Dr. Funx. The report is here, but the supplement which carries 


® 
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with it a very important paragraph which the committee acted upon, 
and it is not a change since the printed report. 

Rey. W. H. Wasuincer. I know that the supplementary report 
refers to the seventh article, and by the time we get to that, probably 
it will be here. 

Conference agreed to take up this report. Assistant Secretary 
Schaeffer read the majority report on superintendency as follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON SUPERINTENDENCY. 


We, your Committee on Superintendency, beg leave to report as 
follows: 

Book of Discipline, Chapter VI., Section 8, page 53, items 1, 2, 3, 
4, and 5 unchanged. 

Item 6 to become item 17, and the following to become item 6: 


SUPERINTENDENTS ASSOCIATION. 


The bishop of each district shall call together, annually, the presid- 
ing elders of his district, at some convenient place, for the purpose of 
consultation, and planning for the advancement of the interests of the 
Church. 

The bishop shall be ee ex officio of this body. 

Upon assembling the belie shall direct the organization of the As- 
sociation, which shall consist in the election of a Vice-President, a 
Secretary, a Treasurer, and such other officers as may be necessary. 

Each annual conference within the district shall be entitled to one 
vote upon all matters coming before the Association. 

The business of the Superintendents’ Association shall be to con- 
sider the material and spiritual advancement of the Church, and de- 
vise methods and provide means for promoting the same. 

Special attention shall be given to the planting of missions in grow- 
ing towns and cities where our Church is not already represented. 

Each annual conference shall provide for the traveling expenses and 
entertainment of its delegate to the Association. 

Items 7, 8, and 9 unchanged. 

Item 10 changed to read as follows: In conjunction with the 
boards of missions (home and foreign and the Woman’s Missionary 
Association), a bishop shall have power to organize mission confer- 
ences.’ 

Items 11, 12, and 13 unchanged. 

Strike out Item 14, and substitute the following: 


VACANCY IN A DISTRICT. 


In ease of a vacancy in the office of bishop in any district, it shall 
be the duty of the remaining bishops to hold an election by letter bal- 
lot; all members of the preceding General Conference, who are mem- 
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bers of the Church, voting.. The Publishing Agent shall provide and 
send out the blank ballots and return Sayelones under the direction 
of the Board of Bishops. The Board of Bishops shall appoint a board 
of three tellers from the membership of our Church in the vicinity of 
Dayton, Ohio. The ballots shall be turned over to them by the Pub- 
lishing Agent, as directed by the bishops. The bishops shall set a 
date eeriea the ballots must be in, and also where the ballots shall be 
counted by the tellers, these two dates to be printed on the blank bal- 
lots sent out to the delegates. The tellers shall certify the entire vote 
_ to the bishops, and then shall announce the election. 

Ttem 15 changed so as to read: It shall be the duty of the bishops 
to deliver a suitable address and sermon to each annual conference. 

Item 16 changed to read as follows: The foreign field shall be under 
the supervision of the Board of Bishops, the Board of Foreign Mis- 
sions, and the Woman’s Missionary Association respectively. ; 

Chapter XXV., page 140, strike out the entire chapter and substi- 
tute the following: 


BISHOPS’ DISTRICTS. 


1. Hast District. Allegheny, East Pennsylvania, Erie, Pennsyl- 
vania, Virginia, West Virginia, East, Ohio, Southeast Ohio, Miami, 
Ontari io, Germany, West Mae and Porto Rico. 

9. Indiana District. Sandusky, Indiana, White River, St. Joseph, 
Michigan, Ohio German, Upper Wabash, Lower Wabash, Tllinois, 
Northern Illinois, and Wisconsin. 

3. Central District. Iowa, Des Moines, Mesa Northeast Kan- 
sas, Southwest Kansas, Northwest Kansas, Neosho, East Nebraska, 
West Nebraska, Oklahoma, and Minnesota. 

4. West District. Northern Nebraska, Colorado, Oregon, -Colum- 
bia River, California, Japan Mission Conference, China Mission, and 
the Philippine Islands. 

5. Southern District. Kentucky, East Tennessee, West Tennessee, 
Chickamauga, Louisiana, and Georgia. 

L. 8S. CorNnELL, 

W. R. Fung, 

W. O. ZEIGLER, 

A. W. Batuincer, 

W. H. WasHINGER, 

J. H. Snyper, 

K. B. Bierman, 

Committee. 


Tue Presipinc Bisnop. Now I understand there is a minority re- 
port also. Re 

The assistant secretary read the minority report on superintendency 
as follows: 
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UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 


MINORITY REPORT ON SUPERINTENDENCY. 


We, as members of your Committee on Superintendency, beg leave 
to present the following minority report as a substitute for Chapter 
EXEXOVir: 

BISHOPS’ DISTRICTS. 

1. Hast District. Allegheny, East Pennsylvania, Erie, East Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, Virginia, West Virginia, Kentucky, Ontario, Southeast 
Ohio, Georgia, West Africa, Germany, and Cuba and Porto Rico Mis- 
sions. 

2. Indiana District. Miami, Sandusky, Indiana, White River, St. 
Joseph, Michigan, Ohio German, Upper Wabash, East Tennessee, 
West Tennessee, Chickamauga, and Louisiana. 

3. Central District. Lower Wabash, Northern Illinois, Des 
Moines, [linois, Iowa, Northeast Kansas, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Mis- 
souri, Neosho, Southwest Kansas, and Oklahoma. 

4: West District. Northwest Kansas, East Nebraska, West Ne- 
braska, Northern Nebraska, Colorado, California, Columbia River, 
Oregon, Japan Mission Conference, and China and Philippine Mis- 
sions. © 

A. W. Snyper, 

Ex1 Goon, 

N.S. Vezinz, 
Committee. 


Rey. Exz Goon, of Michigan. J wish to make a statement on be- 
half of the committee with reference to the minority report. We have 
~ agreed with all of the majority report except that which pertains to 
Chapter X XV. of Discipline. 

Rey. S. W. Keister, of Allegheny Conference. J move to substi- 
tute the minority report for Chapter X XV. of the majority report. 

Tur Presiping Bispor. We had better move to adopt the original 
report and then offer the substitute, because the first report is not yet 
in the hands of the Conference. 

Rey. L. W. Srauu, of Allegheny Conference. I move you that the 
majority report of the Committee on Superintendency be adopted. 

Seconded. : 

Rev. S. W. Keister, of Allegheny Conference. Mr. President, I 
move to substitute the minority report for Chapter X XV. of the ma- 
jority report. 

Seconded. 

Dr. G. P. Macxuin, of Miami Conference. I wish to offer the fol- 
lowing as a substitute for the majority report. It is already signed. 
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Tue Presiping Bishop. Read your substitute. 
Dr. G. P. Macklin read the substitute as follows: 


There shall be six bishops’ districts. 

1. Four districts for the body of the Church from the Rocky 
Mountains to the Atlantic Ocean, to be divided as the General Confer- 
ence may direct. 

2. There shall be a district called the Pacific. The bishop of this 
district shall superintend the conferences on the Pacific Coast and all 
our missions in China, Japan, and the Philippine Islands, and the 
whole Church shall be ‘thrown open to him for the purpose of-secur- 
ing men and money with which to establish our Church permanently 
on the Pacific Coast. 

3. There shall be a district called the South. The bishop of this 
district shall have control of our work in the South. 

4, The bishop of the Eastern District shall be superintendent of 
our missions in Africa and Porto Rico. 

5. The bishops shall lead the evangelistic movement on their re- 
spective districts and marshal our forces for the greatest campaign 


in our history in soul-saving, setting our goal at forty thousand souls 
in the next quadrennium. 


G. P. Mackin. 
W. R. Luoyn. 

Tue Presipinc BisHop. We have here a substitute offered for the 
majority report. This will, of course, if adopted, serve as an amend- 
ment to it. It is now before you. You will please hold yourselves to 
the substitute. 

Rey. V. A. Caruton, of Iowa Conference. I have a substitute I 
wish to offer. 

THE Presipine Bisuop. There is one substitute offered. 

Rey. J. S. Kenpatu, of East Ohio Conference. I move that the sub- 
stitute offered by Dr. Macklin be laid on the table. 

Seconded. 

Dr. Funk. That will carry the whole paper to the table. 

The motion to lay on the table did not prevail. 

Dr. Mackin, of Miami Conference. Mr. Chairman, may I defend 
this substitute? As I look at it, the United Brethren Church in this 
General Conference faces the future with larger opportunities than 
ever before in her history. I believe that the men who shall be elected 
suprintendents of this Church shall lead in the great movements of 
this Church, marshaling our forces for the largest work that we have — 
ever done in our history. The reason why I called for four districts 
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in the body of the Church is that these superintendents may have 
the opportunity and time to put themselves at the heads of these 
great movements, and lead our Church to larger victory and greater 
success. The reason why I asked for a bishop for the Pacific Coast— 
I have never been there myself, but I know something about it. 
[Laughter.] I have never been on the Pacific Coast, but I know 
something of the trend of events going on in the world about; and the 
civilization, the greatest civilization this world has ever known, will 
face the Pacific Ocean within the next hundred and fifty years. Dan- 
iel Webster, as Secretary of the United States, as Secretary of State 
for our country, slept while England robbed us of a large portion of 
the valley of the Columbia River. God forbid that we as a Church 
should sleep and let others possess that which belongs to us. So far 
as the South is concerned, if it is an open field, let us enter it and 
manage to make it produce for this Church what it ought to produce, 
and so far as the evangelistic movement is concerned, I believe our 
bishops should lead this movement. They can organize the forces of 
the district and carry to a successful issue enterprises of this kind 
more readily than one man, called an evangelist or missionary secre- 
tary, can lead the forces of the entire Church; and I believe that we as 
a Church should set our stakes for nothing less than forty thousand 
of an increase in the next quadrennium. Some may say we have not 
the money. My observation is this, that where we produce results, 
the laity and membership of this Church are willing to furnish means 
to carry on the mighty enterprises in which we engage. My observa- 
tion is also that we as ministers of the gospel oftentimes get between 
our people and the largest success which God has for us. 

I trust, brethren, that you will face the future and.take such steps 
as will enable this Church to achieve results that will astonish us. 
You may face the past, you may thwart this; but my prayer is that 
God may give us a vision of the Christ when he stood on that lonely 
hill in Galilee, with his disciples about him, and all the world in sin 
and in rebellion against his name. He faced a conquest that should 
march through the centuries, and he said to his disciples, “All power 
in heaven and in earth is given unto me. Go ye therefore, and preach 
my gospel to every creature, teaching them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost, and lo! I am with you alway, 
even unto the end of the world.” 
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Christ is behind this Church to-day; therefore let us. give it the 
faith and the energy and the purpose and the high courage that will 
enable us to win success. 

Question called for. : 

Dr. R. J. Wurrs, of Erie Conference. Mr. President, I am in hearty 
sympathy with the great purpose that the brother has just announced 
of the work of this Church, but according to the logic that he makes 
use of, to reach this result, the more bishops we have the more rapidly 
will that result be brought about. If that is true, then we might most 
earnestly advise that, instead of having six, we have twelve bishops, 
because the more rapidly, the more quickly that wonderful result that 
we all hope and pray for is brought about the better. 

I am opposed to the substitute. I am in favor, not of six bishops’ 
districts, but three. We have two bishops emeritus, and now this 
would make us eight bishops. The cry in this Church, if I can under- 
stand the signs of the times; is this, that we have too much superin- 
tendency. I desire to say that I am in favor of the itinerancy—I am 
an itinerant. I believe in itinerancy. I believe we have the best sys- 
tem, that I know of at least, and I am in hearty sympathy with the 
system, and I believe in perpetuating it. 

I do not believe, however, we are ready to adopt the local church 
system. We need superintendency, but, brethren, we do not need too 
much of it. We need a certain amount of it, but not too much of it. 
We have two classes of superintendents, the bishops and the presiding 
elders. The cry has been that we have too much superintendency, too 
many presiding elders, and I now believe that if we are going to cut 
down the superintendency, we had better begin at the top and not at 
the bottom. We need bishops, but it does seem to me that, in the work 
of this Church, its general superintendency, could be taken care of 
amply by three active bishops and two bishops emeritus. 

The plea was made here that these two brethren, who have so nobly 
and so faithfully led us in the past, are still capable of helping us, in a 
measure at least, in the future; that they are to be given something 
to do; and certainly, if I understand human nature, when a man is 
getting gray and is supposed to be losing his power for the most effi- 
cient servicé, he will still be delighted to be given something to do. 
That was the case with Bishop Weaver. I have not consulted with 
these brethren, but I suppose, at least—I won’t say I know—but I 
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believe that these brethren will be most pleased if we assign them at 
least some work to do, and with three bishops, with the understanding 
that these bishops emeritus shall assist them in holding the confer- 
ences, certainly these forty-one conferences, if I count correctly, and 
these six mission districts, could be amply taken care of. I believe in 
the superintendency, and IJ rejoice in the efficient and heroic superin- 
tendency of the past in the history of our Church, of the work of our 
presiding elders and our bishops. I rejoice in this, but, brethren, let 
us not load up our Church with too much superintendency. Stick by 
the plan that has already been arranged for. We are to have two sec- 
yetaries in the mission work and a Church-Erection Secretary. Our 
young people are asking for a secretary-in their work. There is the 
Sunday-School Secretary, the educational people are asking for a 
secretary in their work. Just think of the amount of secretaries and 
general superintendents! We have been pleading: for less superin- 
tendency, but now the plan is to make more. I do not think, breth- 
ren, that we are ready to say that we will do away with the office or 
work of the presiding elder. We might call him a superintendent, 
but he has been an important factor in our churches and he is still. 
I cannot conceive how we can carry on the work of the itinerancy un- 
less there be an officer who visits the churches at least once a year, 
and knows something of the wants of the Church and of the ability 
and work of the men. I do not believe we are ready to do away with 
that branch of the superintendency. There are some conferences 
where they need more than one, and if we reduce them to simply one 
superintendent in a conference, it will weaken them in their work. 

I submit, Mr. President, that, in view of these things, we do not 
wish to increase the superintendency, but make it more effective. 

A. H. Lavcupaum, of Sandusky Conference. I am a layman, and 
believe in equal representation. I rise to say just one word. I had 
hoped that I might refrain from attempting to speak in public in this 
General Conference. However, I feel justified in saying a few words 
in the way of caution in some of the important matters before us at 
this time. My caution is that we do not unnecessarily multiply the 
number of general officers, nor increase salaries where the duties of © 
the positions do not justify it. I fear the machinery increases more 
in proportion than our membership. It is stated in round numbers 
that our increase in the last quadrennium is but a few more than 


373 


TWENTY-FOURTH GENERAL CONFERENCE 


ten thousand. I apprehend that we shall fail to obtain the best re- 
sults from our Church at large if we should be called upon to explain 
many of our actions here. Personally, my desire is sufficient ma- 
chinery, well paid, but to be in keeping with our growth. I also de- 
clare against chicanery in any deliberate body, and I hope that we 
may be free from it. Therefore, I am in favor of the minority re- 
port, representing four bishops’ districts and no more or no less, with 
the help of our bishops emeritus. 

Question called for. 

Tue Presiwine Bisnor. All in favor—you will remember it is on 
the substitute, which says six districts—all in favor will raise the 
hand. All opposed, like sign. That substitute is lost. [Applause.] 

Tue Presipinc BisHor. Now, then, the substitute for the original 
report is before you, which is four districts instead of five, the minor- 
ity report. 

Rev. V. A. Cariton, of eee Conference. I have got a substitute 
which I wish to present to this minority report, that there shall be 
three districts: 


1. Hast District. Allegheny, East Pennsylvania, Erie, East Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, Virginia, West Virginia, Kentucky, Southeast Ohio, 
Georgia, Miami, and Sandusky. 

2. Central District. Indiana, White River, St. Joseph, Michigan, 
Ohio German, Upper Wabash, Hast Tennessee, West Tennessee, 
Chickamauga, Louisiana, Lower Wabash, Illinois, Northern Illinois, 
and Wisconsin. 

3. Western District. Des Moines, Iowa, Northeast Kansas, Min- 
nesota, Missouri, Neosho, Southwest Kansas, Northwest Kansas, East 
Nebraska, West "Nebraska, Northern Nebraska, Colorado, California, 
Columbia River, and Oregon. 

All foreign missions shall be visited by the bishops as may be ar- 
ranged by themselves in conjunction with the Board of Foreign Mis- 
sions. 

V. A. Carton. 
R. J. WHIre. 


Tue Presipine Bisnor. You offer this as an amendment to the sub- 
stitute, do you? 

Rey. V. A. Caruton. Yes, sir. 

Tue Presipincg Bisuop. You can amend the substitute. I have 
made you go according to your own rules. You will find it in Rule 
10. Now, then, proceed with your remarks. 
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Rey. V. A. Caruron. Mr. Chairman, this is a substitute for the 
minority report. I have a word to add to what Professor White has 
already said in regard to the importance of superintendency, the im- 
portance of our bishopric. It is an important office, and we have such 
a superintendency as we or no other church have need to be ashamed 
of—noble men whom God ealled, and who are accomplishing a great 
work for our Church. Nevertheless, I feel that as a Church we are 
absolutely unable to support a larger body of men in this office. There 
are some conferences that are now paying to the very utmost limit 
of their ability to pay, and if we add, according to the majority re- 
port, we will have to be assessed at’ least fifty per cent. above that 
which we are now paying; and if we adopt the minority report, we 
will have to increase our payments about twenty-five per cent. over 
that which we now pay. J am sure that many of our conferences are 
absolutely unable to increase this amount of money. Besides, we be- 
lieve that the efficient men that will be elected by this General Con- 
ference are fully competent to meet all the requirements of our 
Church, even should there be but three in conjunction with these two 
bishops emeritus. 

Bisnor Casrim. I rise to a question of privilege. You may con- 
sider it an argument, if you wish, on one side or the other on the 
question before you, but I feel as though I ought at this time make the 
following request of the General Conference: 

Honored and beloved brethren of the General Conference, I ask 
that in the matter of your remuneration of me as bishop emeritus 
you rescind that part of your action and leave me the position with- 
out financial consideration. The reasons: First, I do not wish to be 
under official obligation to render service. I want my work to be 
entirely voluntary, as my health might make my service uncertain. 
Second, the Church is unprepared at this time for this increase in the 
expense of superintendency. Third, out of regard for your esteem 
and the very generous expression you have given of it, I ask the privi- 
lege of relieving you of so much of possible embarrassment. 

Voices. No, no. 4 

Rey. H. R. Huss, of West Virginia Conference. I am very much 
pleased that I shall have this moment to say this word. J have con- 
sidered this matter of superintendency quite a while, and I stand 
now with all my force for four bishops, for the minority report. This 
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is sufficient for this Church as I see it from every due consideration 
at this time. They are sufficient to do the work that the size of our 
Church demands. x 

Now I am sure that they have rendered efficient service and ready 
service in the past history of their work. And now, at the present 
time, I consider we have equal to five bishops. I have no objection to 
helping pay the bill. I do not wish to turn aside from the real needs 
of the Church, for you must have your bishops. It is scriptural to 
say “Bishop.” I am glad that I have a Bishop for my soul as well, 
and I hope that, without any discussion, pardon me, that we will vote 
for the minority report, and that we will put ourselves on record at 
this time as holding the fort for four bishops’ districts instead of less 
or more. 

E. 8. Neupine, of Southeast Ohio Conference. One thing we must 
remember, and that is that the Church of the United Brethren in 
Christ is growing. Next, you must remember that, while we have two 
bishops emeritus, they are not to be engaged in active work, but 
merely when they are called upon, especially after hearing what 
Bishop Castle has said in regard to himself. We have made pro- 
vision for the East and the West and the North, and as I heard the 
splendid report, to my mind, coming from the Southern District, I 
felt that we ought to support that work and to send a bishop to the 
South and give the South all the possible help we can.» When we 
recall that this work has not been organized very many years, and 
see the splendid results that we have had, I think we ought to sup- 
port the work and give the South a bishop. 

Rev. N. J. McInryre, of Erie Conference. I want to say just a 
word to sustain the amendment. I believe we want to do the best 
for the Church, but we differ as to our opinions of doing the best. 
Perhaps my experience has not been as great as many. I have been a 
pastor in this Church for twelve years. I spent about thirty-three 
years of my life in the lumber regions. I was a lumberman. I never 
thought it a good policy to load up a ten-horse power engine with a 
fifty-horse power boiler. It tears the machinery all to pieces. It is a 
waste of good steam. I think we can carry business propositions into 
our Church with great credit. I think we have plenty of gener- 
ating steam force, and will have in three bishops’ districts 
~ enough to run all the machinery we have. This is a great State in 
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which we live, or in which we are assembled, great for its productive 
qualities. We have heard something about the State of Kansas. I 
heard of a farmer out here who was surprised one day when he went to 
his barn and there found that his favorite cow, the only one he had, 
had given birth to five calves. He wished to increase his stock on the 
farm, but it troubled the old fellow a good deal to know how he was 
going to raise the fifth calf. I have an idea if he had had some of our 
business qualifications here that he could have solved the problem. It 
may be a little hard on the mother cow, but the calves would grow. 
Now, friends, let us be careful that we do not overtax the mother 
cow. 

Rey. I. W. Bearss, of Georgia Conference. Brethren, I hail’ from 
the southernmost part of our Church, at least so far as the United 
States is concerned. I want to say that I will have been a minister in 
this Church for forty years next December. I have preached in Mis- 
souri; I have preached in schoolhouses where the doors were filled 
with bullet holes;.I have preached in western Kansas when we had but 
nine members, and in one year increased over two hundred members 
on the same ground. IJ don’t want to make any speech, for I am not 
a speech-maker, but I want to come to the real facts. I think we 
ought to look at them. 

It may be that you brethren who are at the hub of the United 
Brethren Church, as it is called up there in Dayton, Ohio, and who 
live around there, that you come in elbow touch with one another and 
do not feel the need, perhaps, of superintendency, like we do on the 
~ outskirts of our work in the Church. You know very well, those of 
you who have kept posted on church work, and have taken the T'el¢- 
scope as long as I have, which has been since 1867, that in the south- 
land we had nothing. Many years ago, in order to build up the 
Church in the South, it became necessary, it was essential to the 
growth and the building up of that work there, to create an extra 
superintendent, and I am glad to say to you this morning that we had 
the material that was raised up of God for that very purpose, and he 
has gone in and out among us, and to-day we have the splendid re- 
sults that have been reported in this Conference. It came through 
his labors. We called him the father of our work in the South, and 
more than that, our bishop, whom we love. I have been acquainted 
with him for many years, and we esteem him very highly; but the toil 
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and the labor elsewhere allowed him to come but once a year, and sim- 
ply preside at our conference and then he was gone. — 

Even as it is, never having a superintendent on my work, I went 
down there by myself and built up the work. I am sorry in that report 
of Dr. Carter’s that our church was valued at three hundred, when it 
ought to have been nine hundred dollars. We have borrowed a dollar 
from no man; we owe no man anything; and when we send for Sun- 
day-school literature we pay for it when we send the order. We have 
money in every general interest of this Church. Coming down to my 
own home, and in the capital of our State, and in every other interest 
of our Church, we have money invested, and we have been trying to 
hold up the standard of our glorious Church. 

But we feel the need of some of the officiary of our Church even at 
‘a very small salary. We want a man down South with a large intel- 
lect, and the labors of a superintendent in the South have been as 
abundant and as well regarded as any other superintendent of our 
Church. This is why we desire that we have a conference and a su- 
perintendent or bishop. I am like this brother here, I love to say 
bishop, and I am in favor of sticking to the term until we have a new 
revision with these new terms in. I ask that you remember us at 
least in your action as well as your prayers. 

Question called for. 

Tue Presipinc Bisuop. Remember this, brethren, what we are talk- 
ing about. This virtually says strike out and insert three bishops’ 
districts. The three districts are what we are discussing as against 
the four. 

Rey. I. Bennenorr, of Erie Conference. I suppose that every 
speech that is being made on this floor is from the honesty of our 
hearts. All are endeavoring to do the very best that they can and 
take the best possible action concerning this matter. Upon the part 
of some it is a financial consideration entirely. I say, although this 
enters very largely into the question, with me it is a question of man-_ 
hood. It is a question of growth, and the question is whether these 
foreign fields or frontier fields or southern fields will grow more rap- 
idly with a superintendent and with the money incident to the ap- 
pointment of a superintendent, .as to whether their growth will be 
vigorous and strong. Every one knows that a strong, healthy churth 
is worth a half-dozen sickly churches. Now you will excuse me for 
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this personal reference that relates to our conference. We started 
out very weak; we had scarcely strength enough to breathe. We re- 
ceived no help from the Parent Board, with the exception of the help 
that we received from the city of Buffalo, and to-day the Parent Board, 
or Missionary Society, is gaining hundreds from the enterprising 
city of Buffalo. I say this is all the help we have ever had. We 
have during the last forty-five years that it was my privilege to grow 
up with this conference built many churches. We now number about 
thirty-five hundred members. In addition to this, we have built a 
seminary at the expense of nearly twenty thousand dollars. We to- 
day have an endowment of nearly twenty thousand dollars. While 
the larger conferences of this Church, wealthy conferences of this- 
Church, have ransacked the country from Dan to Beersheba for en- 
dowment funds, Erie Conference has built her seminary, endowed it 
with twenty thousand dollars, without asking a single individual for 
a penny outside of her boundaries. Erie Conference has hundreds of 
dollars in Union Biblical Seminary, thousands of dollars in Otter- 
bein University. Why is this? Because our method has been vigor- 
ous without help, without the fostering help of the mother; therefore 
T am in favor of the amendment for three bishops’ districts. 

Rev. G. H. Hinton, of Neosho Conference. It strikes me forcibly 
tow that we can come to some danger in extreme, as we did in laying 
the motion on the table. I am convinced in scanning and studying 
carefully the majority report and also the minority report; I am satis- 
fied we will do an injustice if we attempt to.operate this Church with 
three bishops, with the intention of calling into active service our dear 
bishops whom we have retired and place an obligation on them. We 
will do them an injustice and we will work an irreparable loss to the 
Church. I want to say, Mr. Chairman, that three bishops cannot 
manage the work of this Church. I am sure that five bishops, as sug- 
gested by the majority report, is what we need. This will not em- 
barrass us by hurting the feelings of these retired bishops who have 
done such efficient work and so faithfully, but it will give us a good 
active working force. I want to ask, Mr.-Chairman of this Confer- 
ence, and I ask it in the spirit of kindness, why do we isolate the 
grand new South, where the possibilities of this Church are greater 
than in any other part of her domain? I do not hesitate to say that, 
the coast district not excepted. We have spent thousands and thou- 


379 


TWENTY-FOURTH GENERAL CONFERENCE 


sands of dollars for the coast, endeavoring to build up the Church 
there, and our progress has been slow: In the new South, the grandest 
door that is open to this Church on the American continent for United 
Brethrenism, seemingly we would stop and hold this grand field off at 
a distance, when they are inviting us to come and introduce the 
United Brethren Church. They are finding nothing wrong with our 
doctrine, and are agreed to our name. Now it is evident to me, and 
I hope it will appear so to my dear brethren, that there shall be no 
discrimination made, that the southern field should have a bishop, a 
superintendent to take care for and look after the great interests of 
our Church in the South. Why, simply because this brother says back 
in Buffalo, where the Church is a household word for more than a 
century; there is nothing in that argument whatever. They ought to 
have done more than they have done. [Applause.] We ought to do 
something where our Church is new and unknown. Through the la- 
bors of this grand man, Dr. Carter, in the South, and all hail to his 
glorious name and work, we have felt that if you will only put the 
South under the proper superintendency, and give it the chance which 
other parts of the United States and other parts of the Church have 
had to develop its resources in favor of the United Brethren Church, 
you will make no mistake. I am in favor of this majority report. 

THE Presipinc Bisnorp. Brother, please, the majority report is not 
now under consideration. It is the minority report, with the amend- 
ment to strike out four districts and insert three. That is the point, 
please. 

Rev. G. H. Hinton. Just a word more as to the three districts. It 
strikes me that when any one of the brethren who are in favor of this 
substitute depend very largely upon the labor of these bishops emeri- 
tus, I do not see a larger church. I do not see much good in having 
these bishops at one thousand dollars a year doing work and pressing 
them into service. That seems to be the trend of this motion. Now, 
what we want is sufficient superintendency, not embarrassing anybody 
or any part of the Church. I know the United Brethren Church has 
the money, as far as that is concerned, and-we will be loyal to what- 
ever measures this Conference may adopt; but, my brethren, in the 
name of the Master and this Church, let us not take a step backward. 
I hope that this substitute will be voted down. 

Question called for. 
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Dr. G. P. Mackin, of Miami Conference. I want simply to ask a 
question. 

Tur Presipinc Brsuor. The brother says he wants to ask a ques- 
tion. Will you allow him to ask his question ? 

Voices. Yes. 

Dr. G. P. Mackin. The question I ask is this: In 1821, when 
this General Conference assembled in Fairfield County, Ohio, it had 
seventeen members present at the General Conference; it had three 
superintendents. Has this Church grown any? I believe it has. 

Voices. Question, question. 

Rev. J. R. Cuampers, of Neosho Conference. State the question 
a little clearer. 

Tur Prestping Bisuorp. What you are voting for now is virtually 
striking out four and inserting three bishops. Now, if you will just 
hold that in mind—you can count four and three. [Laughter.] 

The amendment to the substitute was lost. 

The question was called for. 

Rey. N. L. Vezir, of Neosho Conference. I want to call your atten- 
tion to one thing, whether I get to talk or not. Hither the secretary or 
the printer left out Oklahoma in this Central District in the minority 
report. 

Tue Preswine Bisnor. That will be understood that it is simply 
an omission, that is all. 

Rev. G. Frirz, of Ohio German Conference. Germany is left out. 

Voices. Ontario is left out. 

Rev. W. H. Wasuincer, of Pennsylvania Conference. I merely 
rise to state where we stand on this question. My name being added 
to the majority report, people generally know where I stand, both feet 
on the platform. I am very sure that if the members of the Confer- 
ference had been in the sessions of the committee, and could have se- 
cured the information that we believe we secured, I think they would 
all, with very few exceptions, have voted for the majority report. 

It was very proper for these three brethren to present this minority 
report, but I think that they should have told the rest of us in the 
committee meeting that they were going to do so. It was quite a 
surprise to me to find this report after I came here, and when we had 
adjourned. I do not know just why they changed their minds, unless 
some good brethren gave them some information concerning it that 
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was helpful to them. I am not aware of any technicality in it from 
any parliamentary standpoint; I think not; but I do think they did 
owe it to some of the other members of the committee to say some- 
thing about it, why they assumed the right to present this minority 
report. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, with regard to the West District, you notice 
how large it is in the minority report. I believe there are eleven 
conferences in it. We have reduced it to seven if I read aright. It 
is too large yet, in my judgment, if we are going to do anything. 
Brother—I forget his name—of the Evangelical Association, made 
this statement concerning our work on the coast, “I don’t know any- 
thing about it save what we gathered through the bishops and others. 
If we do as much for the coast as you have, we would have a bishop 
there,” and then he-said, “You ought to look after just three of the 
conferences in that great empire on the coast.” 

Now to me, it is a matter of business. It was either to “put up or 
shut up,” as we say sometimes along the line. I think if we have not 
enough there to do the work right and give it proper superintendency 
—I speak of the coast—then let us kindly dispose of three of them, 
as any good business man would do. 

I hear from the laymen—and they are good business men, I am 
sure, in a case like this—that if industries were concerned, manufac- 
turers, three or four seeking revenue with no hope beyond, they would 
close out honorably. If, on the other hand, there is hope, they would 
send their own business men there, their skilled workmen to do the 
work that ought to be done and build up the manufactory. 

Now, I have no favors to ask; I have no ax to grind; I speak with- 
out fear and without favor. I fear sometimes, in the discussion of 
these questions, the personality of the thing enters into it to the ex- 
clusion of what we ought to do and what we ought not to do. Now, 
inasmuch as we add this for the coast, the strengthening of the weak 
district, we of course did the similar thing for the South, making five 
districts, and leave personality out of the question; and, as I said to 
the committee, the only thing that enters into it is, What will glorify 
God the most and bring the largest possible results to the Church of 
our choice in the next four years? That is the question that was be- 
fore us, and the majority of the members have signed it. It is here 
for your consideration. We will pay just as much if you vote it down 
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as if you vote the other way, but I plead for it. Our good secretary, 
Brother Snyder, referred to the importance of the district which he 
represents, or the part of the district; and I wish he could enlighten 
these other districts. I want to tell you this, that after our bishops, 
five of them, have given their best efforts to the work in these dis- 
tricts, and those who are bishops emeritus have done their very best, 
there will be a whole lot of pastors called upon to reopen and dedicate 
churches here and yonder. I have been trying to do the work of the 
Pennsylvania Conference, and I know that a bishop is preferred to a 
superintendent or a presiding elder. Just recently I took steps to 
help in the work there in place of Bishop Mills, in our district. It 
gives prestige when the bishop goes, and I know in some places, with 
the presence of the bishop, we raised four or five hundred, perhaps a 
thousand dollars more money from those out of the Church, as well 
as those in the Church, because the bishop was there. It is all right 
to have a presiding elder there as a helper; but I want to tell you he 
is only a helper, and only recognized as such, unless you eliminate 
the word bishop and call those men general superintendents. We 
ought to do one thing or the other. I plead for the five bishops’ dis- 
tricts. 

Rev. W. D. Srrarron, of Michigan Conference. I want to say that, 
under the existing circumstances in which the salaries of the bishops 
are placed, I am hardly in favor of this majority report. If you made 
a pro rata assessment for bishops’s salary, then I might consider the 
thought of raising our bishopric up to six or eight, but I have some 
fizures before me. The assessment for bishops’ salaries in Michigan 
Conference is one hundred and seventy-five dollars, five or six cents 
per member of the conference, making that sort of an assessment 
throughout the Church, eighteen thousand dollars is called for by the 
Board of Bishops. We pay a hundred and seventy-five dollars per year 
in Michigan. If you brethren in other conferences pay as we do, and 
the assessment is made accordingly, then we can talk about increas- 
ing the bishopric; but at the present time I am not prepared for the 
advance, increasing these general officers of the Church when the 
border conferences are not assessed in the same ratio and same pro- 
portion of these larger and stronger and older conferences. 

I want to say to this General Conference to-day that I represent one 
of the smaller conferences, in which our property has been taken 
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from us by the Supreme Court of the State, and we have had to build 
from the ground up, and we have not complained until this very mo- 
ment. 

Furthermore, we Tae not been very much in favor of this church 
union question until we heard Dr. Gladden the other evening. That 
was a magnificent address, and in referring to church union, Dr. 
Gladden said, “We have got to loosen up on our episcopacy.” Now I 
believe, brethren and sisters of this General Conference, that we are 
going to get together for church union, and we are going to be united. 
What kind of a blow are we going to strike on it at this General 
Conference ? 

Dr. G. P. Mackin. I rise to a point of order. 

Tue Presipine Bisnor. State your point of order. 

Dr. G. P. Macxuin. The question before us is not on church union. 

Rev. W. D. Strarron. It is on superintendency, and I simply quote 
- Dr. Gladden on my point. The amendment of Brother Carlton is 
one this General Conference ought to feel deeply interested in. It 
would be a step towards church union. It would show to our Congre- 
gational brethren that we are at least ready to take one step towards 
church union, as we loosen up one step on the episcopacy. I am ready 
for it. 

Rev. J. Simons, of St. Joseph Conference. I thought our rules lim- 
ited debate to ten minutes. 

THE Presipine Bisuop. I am going to rap him down in about two 
minutes. Go ahead. 

Rer. W. D. Srratron. Now this movement reminds me of the rid- 
dle of the sphynx. What animal goes on four feet in the mor ning, on 
two at noon, and three at night? The whole Grecian empire passed 
before the sphynx. Nobody could solve the riddle and then (Edipus 
came forward and solved the riddle—“man.” 

We should put the bishops on salaries of three thousand dollars 
apiece, reduce the number, so that we are able to do it. Exalt the 
office. 

Tue Preswpine Bisnor. Dr. Cornell is chairman of the Committee 
on Superintendency. Shall we hear from him? 

Dr. Funk. <A question of privilege. Is this the closing address 
by Dr. Cornell ? ; -s 

Tue Presipine Bisuor. No. 
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- UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 


Dr. Cornett. I have not yet been heard on this subject. I was 
patiently waiting to see if I would have a chance. [Voices. Louder.] 
I will get loud enough and maybe too loud for you before I get 
through. If I thought this Church had its growth, and was going to 
settle down to the little patch which it now occupies, I would support 
this report, this substitute for the report of the committee, this 
minority report, but I do not believe that the mission of this Church 
is ended, but rather it is just beginning. I believe that the oppor- 
tunities of usefulness and enlargement are greater to-day than ever 
has faced the United Brethren Church in its onward march. I be- 
lieve that the demand to-day for greater effort in every department 
of this Church has come. I therefore, for that reason, stand in be- 
half of this majority report of the committee as against the minority 
report. 

There were some reasons that entered into the thought of the com- 
mittee as they considered this, various reasons that are before us. 
We talked of the question of four districts and of three districts for 
bishops, but we could not do justice to the West nor the South by 
that method. If we have reached the point where we are paying all 
that we can pay for superintendents’ or bishops’ salaries, I am sorry. 
I do not believe that we have. I believe that the territory embraced 
in these five districts is competent to take care of the men that go 
out from this General Conference to represent the Church as bishops 
in these fields. I live in one of the small conferences of the Church, 
and there is no assessment which is raised more cheerfully and will- 
ingly than the bishops’ assessment in our conference. 

And now this method that has been adopted by the majority report 
here is instituted to meet the growing demands of our Church as they 
are to be. We forget the West in our interest for the centers; they 
are in the East. We forget, brethren, that the Canaan of America les 
west of the Missouri River. We forget that God intended in the fu- 
ture to let this great western Canaan lead the way for its eastern 
Israel. It is coming to that, my brethren. I know you smile, but you 
have dug the soil and squeezed the rocks of New England and that 
eastern country until you think there is “nothing more beyond.” But 
we know this, in the development of a nation, this law of growth, that 
which is least first, afterwards the greater. We occupied the eastern 
portions of this country in the order of development, but the great 
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West, with its opportunities and its future, lies before this Church for 
development; and on the coast, the Pacific Coast, will at last stand the 
Jerusalem of our country in this land of Canaan. 

And now do you want to say by this committee’s report that that 
great slope, with its mineral resources, which are greater than all the 
wealth of the mineral deposits of the world, shali be neglected; that 
that great coming people that shall populate that country shall not be 
provided for? And it is a fact that if you hitch on to the West Dis- 
trict that Pacific Coast interest, it will simply be left to care.for itself. 
If the bishop lives on this side of the Rocky Mountains, he will do but 
little on the other. If he lives on the other side, he will do but little 
on this, and the poor Pacific Coast will be neglected. It will be like 
that calf. When I first went to Colorado I was riding from Denver 
with a brother, and as I rode up to his home, pointing to a lot of three 
acres, in which I could see nothing but sand and gravel, he said, - 
“Brother, there is one of the thriftiest calves you ever saw.” I said, 
“Why? He replied, “Because that calf has lived in that lot for the 
last six months, and he was only three months old when I put him in 
there, and he lived there all the way through.” I said, “I pity the 
calf. He has had pretty hard service if he has had to live in there. 
I don’t see anything for him to live on.” But he said, “I don’ t, either; 
but in Colorado we think there is a good deal in light, air, and moun- 
tain scenery, and it may be that helped him over.” It may be that this 
General Conference wants the western coast to live as that calf. I tell 
you, my brethren, the possibilities of the future on that coast are the 
greatest possibilities that lie before this Church, and it ought not to 
be neglected. Of course, my interests lie in the West. .I have been in 
the West for over thirty years. I know something of the conditions 
of growth and the future, and some of these agents, like Joseph carry- 
ing bread to his Hebrew brethren, that coast saved and redeemed, will 
do large service for the United Brethren Church and will bri ing back 
the loaves to every helping brother in the Conference. Do not make 
a mistake, brethren, and feel that it will not pay for the expenditure 
of the money involved. 

And then there are our southern brethr en, who come up here and say, 
“We want a district.” I don’t know the South, and I don’t know its 
conditions; but I believe those brethren who come here feel that, with 
an open door and a free hand, they can lay the foundations for the 
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future prosperity of our Church in the South, as they have never been 
laid before. So for these reasons and many others that I might enu- 
merate, I stand for the committee’s report for five og and shall 
so vote. 

Question ealled for. 

Rey. N. L. Vuze, of Neosho Conference. I would hke to ask a 
question. 

Tue Presipinc Bishop. State your question. 

Rey. N. L. Vez. I would like to ask the question if the minority 
members who signed this report will have any chance to express them- 
selves. 

Tue Presipine Bisnop. You will all have a chance. 

Rey. F. H. Nerr, of Oregon Conference. I understand very well 
that considerable time has been taken on this question, but I 
feel that it is no more than just or right that something be said fur- 
ther in connection with our work on the Pacific Coast, as it is inter- 
ested in this minority report. I am not like the gentleman who 
opened the address on the first substitute; I have been upon the coast 
and traveled there now for nearly ten years, in the State of Oregon, 
and know something of its conditions and all that is required. I want 
to state to you, gentlemen, first of all, that we of the Pacific Coast are 
not a separate people from yourselves; we are of the same family with 
yourselves. We have your relatives out there, and we have your 
fathers, your mothers, your sisters, your brothers. We are of the 
same church family with yourselves. We are not pleading now to be 
a part by ourselves, but we are simply asking that you will help us as 
a part of this great Church to do your work that you have given us to 
do in this missionary field. Of its vastness and its greatness I could 
not take the time now to attempt any lengthy description. It extends, 
as you know, over thousands of miles of territory, comprehends within 
its embrace every vital interest—that of mining, labor, agriculture, 
anything and everything at which men can eats We are in touch 
with the great countries of the East, and we feel that, with the outlook 
that is before us, we certainly have a field that will interest you and 
engage your energies. As to the amount that you already have upon 
the coast, I wish to state to you in brief that the value of our property 
upon that coast in the three conferences represents $153,840 in church- 
houses and parsonages, divided as follows: California has thirteen 
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church-houses and eight parsonages; Oregon has twenty-four church- 
houses and fourteen parsonages; Columbia River has—I cannot just 
give the number in Columbia River at this present time. [A Voice. 
Ten chfrch-houses.| But California has in church-houses $51,800, 
and parsonages $11,000; Oregon has $45,504 in church-houses and 
$10,000 in parsonages. We have collected last year for all purposes, 
$14,850. We have in membership 24,001. You see that, after all is 
said and done, we have something on the coast for you to look at. 
Now we feel this, as has been said by one brother here to-day, if you 
think that we are not worth the money to you, and that you no longer 
are interested in us, and don’t want: to give us a chance to live upon 
the coast as United Brethren, we will-release our relations with you 
and seek a home elsewhere. You know very well we do not want to 
do this, and I feel in my heart that you do not want us to do this. 
Now I want to say a word about what is being done by our sister 
churches on the coast. I talked with a member of the Presbyterian. 
Church who is engaged as a missionary on the Siuslaw River, on the 
west coast of Oregon. He informed me there were three hundred 
people in that town. He said, “Mr. Neff, our church has already $10,- 
000 in gold in that place to establish it there.” We have got a little 
over $5,000 to aid us in our work. This man’s territory, through which 
he travels as Sabbath-school superintendent, is just about one-tenth 
of that which I travel myself as the representative of the United 
Brethren Church. It just takes twelve hundred miles to go once 
around my territory as presiding elder for the district. The Methodist 
people who are in competition with us there are pouring in thousands 
of dollars to sustain their work, hundreds of thousands of dollars. So 
are other churches. We have no little task upon our hands. We want 
representative men upon the-coast. We want our bishops, our general 
secretaries, to go out to that coast and efficiently represent us with 
business men and men of other churches, to give us prestige, and men 
from other conferences to unite with us in the work of the Church. 
We have as noble a band of men on the coast as this Church can show 
anywhere, men who have stood in the midst of all manner of tempt- 
tions. We have brought to this Conference a fitting representation 
from Oregon. This young man, who sits over to my left, Rev. H. QO. 
Shaffer, is a graduate of the Moody Institute, receiving his training 
under the hands of that great teacher, and was a member of the St. 
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Joseph Conference when he came to us. The lady that represents us 
is a graduate of Philomath College. The layman who represents us is 
one of the alumni, if I am not mistaken, of Otterbein University. We 
have a representation that you need not be ashamed of, and we trust 
that in the great struggle for opening up that territory you will stand 
with us and say, “Dear people upon the coast, you may look to us for 
further encouragement in this work.” 

Dr. Funk. Ido not intend to take much time on this question, but, 
being a member of the committee that made the majority report, I be- 
lieve that I ought to say a word. First, I do not believe that it is the 
policy of any good business undertaking to undertake to do a certain 
amount of work without a sufficient amount of machinery. I believe 
it is the wrong notion in the conducting of any business undertaking. 
So I think the disposition to reduce machinery in the Church, as in 
any business, is an error that has been presented in the argument to- 
day. Second, we need to look after the weak districts of our Church. 
That brings us to consideration of the vital point in this discussion 
to-day. It is not a question of men; it is a question, however, of con- 
ditions in the fields represented here. It must not be understood in 
this discussion that we are speaking of men; that is a different propo- 
sition and will be presented to you under different conditions, and we 
certainly resent any effort on the part of any member of this Confer- 
ence to infuse into this discussion, this morning, the question of indi- 
viduals. 

Pror. E. S. Lorenz, of Miami Conference. I rise to a point of or- 
der. I suggest that no one on this floor has injected any individual 
name until it was injected by yourself. Dr. Funk has been in the 
habit of threshing straw. You found that out the other morning. 

Dr. Funk. I beg your pardon. I will let the General Conference 
pass on that. We will then see who is threshing straw. 

Tue Presipinc Brsuop. Whatever you do, avoid all personalities. 

Dr. Funk. I stand for a superintendent on the coast. You will 
notice in the majority report that has been submitted to you that we 
have tried to help the brethren on the coast, hence we have brought in 
the report which we do, and I favor it instead of the minority. We 
have been told by brethren and representatives that we have a field in 
the South. The question for us to determine is that of sufficient 
importance for us to develop that territory. We were told in the com- 
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mittee by representative men coming to us personally, and in every 
way, indeed, bringing the idea that we ought to develop that field. 
That being true, I have nothing else to do as a member of this Con- 
ference but to support the majority report, and hence I stand opposed 
to the minority report. 

Senator Epmonps, of Northeast Kansas Conference. I find IT ama 
little bit situated here like the sauce—on one side. It is very hard for 
me to get recognition. I shall not do justice. to my own conscience un- 
til I place myself on record in regard to this great question. I want 
to say that I am in favor of the majority report. This question has 
been argued very largely from the standpoint of dollars and cents; I 
do not think that is a point that should be taken into consideration; 
it is the work that is before us. Now I know this, that when you are 
getting three meals a day and you are well fed and getting full feed, 
you don’t appreciate a good meal; but if you go without for a while, 
you enjoy it hugely. I remember those early times out in Kansas 
when I went a horseback over sixty miles to hear a bishop preach, and 
when night came, there was no place of shelter. I lay down on the 
prairie and got up the next morning, traveling ten miles before break- 
fast. Now we appreciated a bishop then and a bishop’s sermon, and I 
want to say of that sermon of Bishop Glossbrenner’s, the inspiration 
remains with me until this day. I don’t regret that I rode over sixty 
miles on horseback to hear him preach, and that I lay down on the 
ground all night without any cover. 

Now my sympathy is not with this district of the north. You are 
able to take care of yourselves; but the question is, in this southern 
country they are weak, and the way I understand the Scriptures is 
that the strong are to take care of the weak. Now I am in sympathy 
with the coast. I was at San Francisco at the time of the Christian 
Endeavor International Convention there, and I never was anywhere 
where they treated me better; but the ery was, “We are here,” and 
then they told me how many United Brethren there were around 
there, and said, “We have got no bishop.” Well, at that time Ex-Bishop 
Shuck lived at Sacramento. His hands were full, and he was going 
down the grade of life, but they would ask him to*come and preach in 
San Francisco. He promised them he would do the best he could. I+ 
is a fact that there are a great many people going West, and they want 
to be taken care of. We have also a good opening in the South. They 
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have been doing a good work, and I want to say that those people will 
appreciate a sermon from a bishop, that he can go there as a bishop 
and do good. These southern people like to have him come and stay 
with them over night, and if you send down there a man well equipped, 
they will take care of him and he will gather into this Church those 
that you will be proud of and that will help us in the future. There 
are greater opportunities coming to this Church all the time. I am 
proud of her history and the work that she has already done, but we 
must adjust ourselves to the new opportunities and take advantage of 
them. If we don’t God will send somebody else into these fields, and 
they will gather them, and we shall lose our share. 

Question is called for. 

J. H. Ruesusu, of Virginia Conference. Brethren, because I have 
a little knowledge of the South, I ask permission to speak a moment. 

THe Presipine Bisnop. You have the permission without asking it. 

J. H. Ruesusun. I think that we as a Church very largely pass opin- 
ions upon the South without knowing anything of the South. We 
talk about wheat and talk about hogs and talk about steers, and forget 
that there is cotton, and that cotton is king. I will tell you that, in 
the line of church work and in political lines, twenty years from now 
the South will dominate this country, and if you don’t believe me, 
travel through the South. For ten years of my life I have been spend- 
ing the larger part of my life in the South. You can take the southern 
train at Virginia and you can travel to Atlanta, and from Atlanta to 
the Mississippi River, and you are not out of sight of the smoke 
stacks of the cotton factories. You can take the train at Charlestown 
and go to New Orleans, and you are not out of sight of the smoke 
stacks of cotton factories, and North Carolina is to-day manufactur- 
ing more cotton than is grown in that State. There are merchants all 
through the South now, students who were in Shenandoah Institute, 
men who are establishing schools. We do not have a United Brethren 
anywhere. A young man came to our school a few months ago from 
Georgia and asked about our school, what denomination it was. We 
said it was United Brethren. “You never heard.of it, did you?’ He 
said, “I was down to Fitzgerald and I heard of the United Brethren 
school.” We have five Georgia students, eleven from South Carolina, 
seventeen from North Carolina. We have one hundred teachers who 
have been in our school at Dayton, Virginia, many of whom have 
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gone back and are serving the Baptist and Methodist churches. We 
are now educating students-in a little school that I believe our bishops 
overlooked in their report. We are educating now twenty-five young 
people and helping them financially. These will go back and teach. 
We have in North Carolina three persons from our school who are 
superintendents or principals of the music department of schools in 
North Carolina; one young lady herself principal in the school. We 
are not affected by this arrangement in Virginia, but I like to come 
up where I meet some United Brethren. I want to refer to our con- 
ference at the close of the war. I have heard Brother Howe mention 
it often; they said it was no use for the United Brethren to come back 
to Virginia. My own father, who had always been a United Brethren, 
and from a United Brethren family, thank God, said we started where 
we had one or two members, but because he was a United Brethren, he 
was almost run out of the country at that time; and now we have in 
Rockingham County thirty churches and over three thousand mem- 
bers. I do not think it is a good policy, because we have not been down 
there and seen the country, and know what is there, to vote that we 
will not give them a bishop. I tell you if we neglect the South, and 
keep ourselves away from it, the day will come when we will regret it. 

Rev. J. R. Cuampers, of Neosho Conference. I want to ask a ques- 
tion. It has been stated again and again that the South has had no 
bishop. I want to know if every conference in the South has not had 

-a bishop, just the same as the conferences in Kansas, Nebraska, and 
elsewhere. 

Rey. A. M. Snyper, of Upper Wabash. I wish to state, first, that, 
as a leader of the minority report, I did not know that I was violating 
any rule of good manners and etiquette when I failed to approach my 
friend, Brother Washinger, who was a member of the committee, and 
tell him we were going to do such a thing. In the first place, he rather 
intimated that we had no such notion of this until possibly we had 
been in company with some one who suggested it. I was the prime 
mover for the four bishops’ districts in the committee. I said to the 
committee, “Perhaps I have more courage than sense.” After they 
had overwhelmed me, I was going to submit kindly, but, in conference 
with another member of the committee, he suggested that we bring 
in a minority report, and it suited me well, for that was my idea. We 
are simply holding the same number of bishops that we had in the last 
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quadrennium, and, with two bishops emeritus, one living on the 
Pacific Coast, it seems to me there is sufficient for the present. And 
may I say, Mr. Chairman, while on the floor, if pardon is necessary, 
I want to beg the pardon of my brother friend if I have committed any 
great breach. 

Rev. W. H. Wasuincer. Mr. Chairman, he has it. 

Rev. J. B. Connett, of Lower Wabash. I move that we do now ad- 
journ. 

Seconded. 

Secretary Snyder read the announcement of the meeting of the 
Alumni and friends and students of Western College immediately 
after adjournment Thursday afternoon. The announcement was 
signed by C. J. Kephart, president. A similar meeting was called for 
Otterbein University for the afternoon immediately after adjourn- 
ment, and also for Lebanon Valley College Thursday afternoon. A 
few announcements of committee meetings were made. 

The motion to adjourn prevailed. 

Benediction by Rey. 8. S. Hough. 
me, 

Bees. 
SIXTH DAY—AFTERNOON SESSION. “4 \ ~~ yw 
Wepnespay, May 17, 1905, 2:00 p. m. aXe 





Bishop Mathews presiding. 

Rev. C. W. Brewbaker, corresponding secretary of the Y. P. CO. U., 
conducted the devotional services. F. N. Munch, lay delegate from 
Northern Illinois Conference, led the song-service. Song No. 537, 
“Let Us Arise,” was followed with the reading of the twelfth chapter 
of Romans and prayer by Rev. Mr. Brewbaker, which was followed by 
a solo by Mrs. W. O. Fries, “The Name of Jesus,” the Conference join- 
ing in the chorus. 

Tue Presipinc Bisuop. Is there any miscellaneous business to be 
presented at this time? Brother Crites, the pastor, has a statement 
to make at this moment. 

Rev. T. D. Crites. This is the best-looking General Conference 
that I ever expect to meet this side of the Missouri River. I have 
your photographs on the retina of my soul, but I think others would 
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be pleased if your faces would be left on some photographer’s plate, 
that we might, by looking’ upon*it, revive the pleasant associations of 
this day, and a photographer would like to take the picture of the 
Conference, if it is your pleasure, immediately after adjournment to- 
day. 

THE Presipine Bisuor. What is the pleasure of the Conference? 

Dr. Funk. I would like to say that an effort has been made in near- 
ly every General Conference to get a complete picture of the members, 
and it is literally impossible to do it. We tried it four or five times at 
Frederick, and were unable to do it, and I would sooner not have a 
picture at all of the Conference than to have a fragment. 

Rev. W.- D. Stratton, of Michigan Conference. Was there not a 
statement made by the Publishing Agent in the Telescope a few weeks 
ago that portraits of all the members of this Conference would be pub- 
lished in the Conference proceedings? That is the editor’s statement. 
I do not know whether that is the case. It seems to be useless to have 
another one. 


Tue Presipine Bisnop. Tf there is any motion to be made at this 
time it would be in order. 

Dr. Funk. May I answer the question? The portraits of all mem- 
bers will appear in the proceedings of Conference. 

No action was taken on this matter. 

Mrs. Heten Gounp, of Minnesota Conference. Kansans, according 
to report, do great things, and I think we ought to give them a chance. 

THE Presipinc Bisuop. I think we ought to listen to Mrs. Helen 
Gould, but the brethren do not wish to take action. 

Consideration of the report on superintendenecy was then resumed. 

Rey. A. C. Witmors, of White Conference. I wish to make a mo- 
tion. I move to amend the motion before the house now so as to say 
we have four bishops’ districts, and that the committee rearrange the 
districts, if the four districts are voted upon and decided, and that 
the committee rearrange them with reference to giving better service 
to the Pacific Coast and the South; that is, put two or three of the 
conferences in other places. 

Seconded. 

‘Rev. G. H. Hinton, of Neosho Conference. Now you are getting 

into the same difficulty that you were trying to avoid this morning. 
If you enlarge the Pacific Coast District, you are bound to detract 


394 


UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 


from the interest on the Pacific Coast by bringing the service east- 
ward, and by so doing you will put us where we will have an inade- 
quate service on the Pacific Coast. If you will leave it as the com- 
mittee has it, it will be all right. If you pull it this way you will also 
embarrass the Southern District, and the injury will touch all around. 
All I ask is that this Conference consider this motion before taking 
action. 

Rey. A. C. Wiumors, of White River Conference. I wish to say 
that by this method you will give more service to the coast. The 
bishop, so far as that is concerned, can live on the coast and can give 
the best service. Three or four conferences this side of the Rocky 
Mountains can be placed with the Pacific District and the South 
ean be put with the Indiana District. The West District 
will have six conferences near the river and those at the south, so that 
they will have their conferences all in one district, as it should be; 
and in the Indiana District the Bishop may live at Louisville, Ken- 
tucky. We can consent to him living there, and that would be a very 
equal distribution of the conferences in the district. This, brethren, 
I believe will give better satisfaction. I feel to-day that I could not 
go back to my people without entering a protest against an extrava- 
gance of money; you may not consider it as such, but I want to say 
that I believe to-day that we ought to use the money of this Church 
with great care. If the salaries of the bishops would happen to be in- 
creased, and we increase the number at least one, and with the bishops 
emeritus, this would perhaps double the bishops’ salaries and make 
them hard to pay. I am one of the common preachers of the Church, 
and I am traveling a charge that has been run down. One pastor 
that was sent from the Seminary resigned and refused to stay on the 
charge. I know what it is to be on a hard charge—the hardest I was 
on for twenty-three years. I know how hard it is to get money. there. 
It possibly means, as it is now, that I will put my hand in my pocket 
and pay one-third myself, and the same for my successor. I believe, 
brethren, that we ought to have an idea, or thought, in reference to 
this case when we are taking this up for consideration; and, more-: 
over, if you increase the number of bishops, if we proceed with the 
plan of church union that we have before us, and to unite with those 
churches, we will have so many bishops to unload that there will be a 
sore spot. The Congregational Church will want to have a man on 
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the Board of Bishops, and so will the Methodist Protestant, from their 
own people, as they have a few ‘great men. Besides, if you increase 
the number of bishops, when you come to- superannuate them, and 
give them the position of bishop emeritus, you will have more bishops 
of that kind, more support of that kind, so that after a while they 
will become a burden upon the Church. We must look a little ahead 
in this matter; and, besides, we may need money for something else. 
We need money for colleges, for missions, for church erection. I say 
to you that we need more men, more men to go out into the field. We 
can take the money that we spend upon a bishop on the coast and in 
the south and send several missionaries, and they will do greater 
work than any bishop can _ possibly do, with all due regard to our 
bishops. I believe that they are all faithful and true men, that they 
are doing all they can under the circumstances. You take men like 
Brother Rosselot, of Toledo, Ohio,—you will excuse the personal 
reference, please—take persons like Brother Kendall, of Cleveland, 
Ohio, and Brother Shannon, of Marion, Indiana. These men are do- 
ing good work, and they are doing the work the bishops cannot do. 
We need more men of that kind. We need those men in the South 
and in the West instead of more bishops. I think the idea should be 
to send men like these out and build up the Church on these fields of 
labor, and not increase the assessments upon the Church. I want to 
say to you that it makes it difficult when you have such a large collec- 
tion to make for the general superintendency. I found it difficult to 
get Telescope subscriptions because of the Church assessment. The 
brethren said, “We want to pay our assessment, and if we don’t take 
the Telescope, we would have a larger amount to pay on the assess- 
ment.” I am opposed to the idea of burdening the people. We do not 
want to centralize too much; we are centralizing now. We do not 
want too many general Church officers. We do not want to say to the 
people, by way of assessments, you must do this and do that; we want 
to leave the people to say themselves what they will do. We want the 
people to act independently. If we put upon the Church so many as- 
sessments and so heavy assessments, we take away from our people 
the individual right to say what they shall give. It is a matter of 
force work providing first for your assessments, and it is a rule now 
in our best conferences that the preachers bring up their assessments 
in full, and they say to the membership, “We must have our assess- 
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ments full.” If you put on such assessments you take away from the 
Church the privilege, from the individual members the privilege of 
giving independently and giving according to their own will and pur- 
poses. I say, brethren, let us not make any more bishops’ districts ; 
we have already five bishops, four upon the districts and at least one 
on a salary; that is, a bishop emeritus‘and a bishop without a salary. 

Rey. S. W. Pau, of East Tennessee Conference. Bishop Kephart 
has been on the ground and thoroughly understands it, and we would 
be glad to hear from Bishop Kephart on this question that so vitally 
affects the section in which we live. 

Votces. Hear, hear. 

Rey. J. H. Parrerson, of Louisiana Conference. I just wish to say 
a word or two. I represent the Louisiana Conference. I was 
born and raised in Ohio. There is not a drop of blood that flows 
through my veins that is not Yankee. What we want is one of these 
two bishops there, and at once. I do not believe in going around the 
bush about it, and I want you to understand that, whatever is done, 
that the South will stay sweet, because we raise sugar down there. 
We intend to take what you give us in the South, and be just as sweet 
as though you gave us all we asked for. That is what we are made 
of. There is not a man in the southern field, as I see it to-day, that 
will leave the Church if you take every bit of superintendency away 
from them. I believe we are made out of different kind of stuff. We 
know how we want to vote. We know what we want. We want the: 
majority report as it came from the committee, and we ask for that. 
Tf we don’t get it, I don’t believe there is a United Brethren in the 
South that will leave the Church because he did not get it. I believe 
they will work for the salvation of men and the glory of God if they 
do not get ite We are going to keep sweet about it, and we are going 
to vote for what we think is right. The resources of the South have 
been reported to you, and the growth of the Church has been reported 
* to you in glowing terms, and it seems to me that our property is esti- 
mated at not over fifty cents on the dollar. We can build a church for 
not over half the money that you can here. We stand in Louisiana 
where you stood in Kansas fifty years ago. JI have preached to con- 
gregations where seventy-five per cent. of the whole population of 
whites could neither read nor write. We have four great counties 
in Louisiana that have no preacher, where there are thousands of peo- 
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ple crying for us to come. When I was down there as presiding elder, 
holding services almost every day, my time was so taken up in other 
places that I could not go everywhere. There is a strain upon every 
pastor on my district. Brother Newton, one of my associate pastors, 
has nine places to preach, and the difference between the two greatest 
_ places is over twenty-five miles. My wife and I have ridden seventy- 
five miles to hear the presiding elder preach, and I was the presiding 
elder. That is the way we have done things. We are going to take 
what this General Conference gives us, but we don’t like this switch- 
ing off from the main question. Let us have the main question, 
whether we want the four bishops’ districts or five, and we will abide 
by the consequences of the better judgment of this association. 

Bisuop Kepuart. I do not care to talk upon this subject, because 
it is a subject that belongs especially to you; but I am one of you, 
and I have no hesitation on any subject of expressing what my con- 
victions are respecting it. I believe this, that if this Conference 
should adopt the majority report, as it comes to you from that commit- 
tee, it will do a wise thing. That is my conviction. My conviction is 
that you ought to have about five districts, and that, as I understand 
it, is what your report recommends. I have thought over this subject 
for the past four years, just as I have thought over some other sub- 
jects, and this is the conclusion to which I have deliberately come 
long before we assembled in this body. As it relates to the develop- 
ment of the South or the Pacific Coast, or any other part of this coun- 
try of ours, I am sure, to intelligent men and women, it requires no 
argument, and there is no necessity for it; but what you want to do, 
if I understand the situation, is to act from cool deliberation, with 
an eye to an open Bible, and the extension of God’s kingdom, East, 
West, North, and South, in this great land of ours. Tmt is all I have 
to say. 

Question called for. 

Rev. G. W. Suerrick, of Allegheny Conference. I rise to move the 
previous question on the amendment. 

THE Presipine Bishop. You desire to come to a vote without fur- - 
ther debate? It requires a two-thirds vote. 

Rev. W. Z. Roperts, of Sandusky Conference. I would like to hear 
the reading of the amendment. . 

Tue Presiping Bisnop. I think the chairman of the committee has 
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the right to close the debate. Does the chairman desire to speak at 
this time ? : : : 

Dr. L. S. Cornet, of Colorado Conférence. I will simply reiterate 
what I said this morning. The question is before us whether we shall 
advance or stand still, and it seems to me that the only way to write 
upon our banner “Advancement,” is to stand for the five districts and 
vote it out on that line, to see whether we have a mission or not in 
these outside places that need help. 

The secretary read the amendment. 

Rev. J. R. Cuampers, of Neosho Conference. Are we considering 
the majority report or not? 

Tue Presipinc Bisnop. We are considering the majority report, 
and Dr. Cornell is chairman of the entire report. 

SECRETARY Snyper. This is the Wilmore amendment to the minor- 
ity report, which is supplementary to the majority report, that the 
motion be amended so as to read that there be four bishops’ districts, 
and that the districts be submitted to the Committee on Superinten- 
dency for readjustment, with a view to giving larger service to the 
South and the Pacific Coast. That is the amendment to the minority 
report, which is amendatory to the main report. 

The first amendment did not prevail. 

Tue Presipinc Bisnop. Those favorable to the minority report, 
which is an amendment, will raise their hands. Those opposed, like 
sign. 

It does not prevail. 

A division is called for. 

Pror. Marx Keppet, of California Conference. I would like to ask 
a question of privilege of Conference. I do not want to make a speech. 
I would just like to say one word to the Conference, so we will not 
make a mistake in argument. 

THE Presipine BisHop. Proceed. What is the matter of privilege? 

Proressor Kepprt. I want to make myself clear, so the brethren 
will not misunderstand me. It is not my purpose to argue at all, but I 
want to say that we ought to be allowed to consider the majority re- 
port for a little while. We have not discussed that at all. We have 
put our time in on other matter. 

Pror. E. S. Lorenz. I rise to a point of order. 

Tue Presipinc Bisuop. State your point of order. 
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Pror. E. S. Lorenz. My point of order is that we have considered 
only a part of the report, and you are trying to have us vote on the 
whole report. We have not considered half a dozen items in that ma- 
jority report, and I submit to you that that is not right, that the whole 
report should be thrust down our throats in that way. 

THE Presipinc Bisop. We are now considering the twenty-fifth 
chapter only, and the amendment was with reference to the report 
concerning Chapter XXV. The previous question referred to the 
amendment and the amendment as amended. 

Pror. E. S. Lorenz. Do we understand that we are voting simply 
on Chapter XXV?% You said the majority report. That means the 
whole report. If you rule that we are voting on Chapter XXV., I shall - 
be delighted to take my seat. 

Tue Presipinc Bisnop. The majority report is before the house, 
but there is an amendment to substitute the minority report and a 
motion to amend, and now the previous question with reference to 
the amendment and the amendment as amended, and all voted down, 
and now we have before us the report. 

Proressor Kreppen. May I understand the matter? Are we at lib- 
erty now to make a motion or discuss the majority report ? 

Dr. Funx. May I ask a question ? 

Tue Presipine BisHop. If Brother Keppel is through. 

Proressor Keppe.- I ask a question for information. I desire to 
know whether we are now acting under the previous question, on the 
majority report, or whether we are not? 

THe Presiping BrsHop. I understand we are acting under the 
previous question, with reference to the consideration of this substi- 
tute, referring to the twenty-fifth chapter. : 

Proressor Kepren. I beg your pardon. We have defeated all the 
substitutes. There is nothing but the original report now. 

Bisnor Kepnartr. Now, gentlemen, this report is before you, and 
if this house understands itself, it will move to adopt it as a whole or 
move to adopt it item by item. Now, which will you do? 

Proressor Keppen. If the chair please, I move that it be considered 
item by item. 

Dr. Funk. TI rise to a point of order. If you will look at the record, 
you will find that Rev. L. W. Stahl, at the morning session, moved to 
adopt this report, and it was passed, and Rev. §. W. Keister moved 
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that the minority report be substituted in place of Chapter XXV. . 
Then followed the amendments. 

Proressor Keppen. If Dr. Funk’s statement is correct, I would like 
to make a motion. I move, if the chair please, that Northern Ne- 
braska Conference be detached from the Pacific Coast District, and 
that it be attached to the Central District. 

Seconded. 

BisHor KepHart. Now, as far as Brother Stahl’s motion was con- 
cerned, he moved that the report be adopted, and it was seconded. 
There was no vote taken on this. Immediately Brother Keister moved 
to substitute the minority report. Now you have voted that all down. 
Now the question before you is this, will you adopt it item by item, 
or will you adopt it as a whole? That is where you are. 

SrecreTaRY Snyper. I move that the report be adopted item by 
item. 

Seconded. 

The motion prevailed. 

Tue Presipine BisHor. Now the secretary will read the first item. 

Dr. Funk. I move you that we take up the item referring to dis- 
tricts. It will take all afternoon for us to discuss the other part of this 
report. 

Seconded. 

The motion prevailed. 

Proressor Keppet. If the chair please, I confess I must have a 
little information before I know whether to make a motion or not. 

Tue Presipinc Bisnop. Proceed. 

Proressor Kepren. Is there a motion to adopt the item with refer- 
ence to bishops’ districts ? 

Tur Presipine Bisnor. Yes. 

Proressor Kerrey. Then I move to amend by detaching from the 
West District Northern Nebraska and Colorado conferences, and at- 
taching them to the Central District. 

Seconded. 

Dr. W. E. Scuetu, of East Nebraska. I rise to a point of order. 
My point of order is this: We have just passed a motion to adopt this 
report item by item, or to consider it item by item. That would mean 
to begin at the beginning of this report. Then you entertain another 
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motion to take up a special item. Now my point of order is, that, in 
taking up the special part, ydu are not considering it item by item. 

Tue Presipine BisHop. The point of order is not’ well taken, be- 
cause the Conference has the right to indicate which item it will con- 
sider first, last, or in any order it may desire. So the item is before 
you. 

Proressor Kepret. In support of the motion which I have just 
made, I desire to say just a few words. I will try to confine myself to 
the issue. The Pacific Coast—Oregon, California, and Columbia 
River conferences—believe that if the Church is to accomplish its 
mission on the Pacific Coast, these conferences must constitute a dis- 
trict and must have a bishop. We do-not recognize Colorado Confer- 
ence and Northern Nebraska Conference as being a part of the Pacific 
Coast. Colorado Conference is separated from the Pacific Coast, from 
these three coast conferences, by two solid tiers of States and by fully 
eight hundred miles. Northern Nebraska Conference is farther away. 
It is farther away from the nearest point in any one of California, 
Oregon, or Columbia River conferences than it is from the ‘nearest 
point in the district that has been arranged beyond the middle district, 
the Indiana District. Colorado, it seems to us, properly belongs to the 
East. We may be mistaken about that, but it seems to us that it 
properly belongs to the East, and that to put a bishop on a district 
where he will have three conferences away off eight hundred miles 
from the other two conferences, is to divide his energies and to put 
him in a position that we have been trying to get away from. We 
think if the Pacific Coast is to receive that consideration which we 
also believe the Southern District is entitled to, that it ought to have 
a bishop for the Pacific Coast, and not a bishop for the Pacific Coast 
and for the Rocky Mountain region and for that part of the United 
Brethren Church in Dakota and Nebraska. I cannot think of Dakota 
and Nebraska as being a part of the Pacific Coast any more than I 
think of Maryland and Virginia being a part of it. We wish to be 
understood. It has been stated on the floor of this Conference this 
morning that the results in California have not been what we desire. 
I stand before you after twenty-seven years of membership in the 
Church in California to state that the results there are not what we 
desire. There are in California to-day at least five thousand men and 
women who are loyal United Brethren, but they get into California 
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and get into other churches and we lose them. And you want to know 
why we can’t make a numerical gain, and the reason is that we cannot 
properly take care of these sections that are growing. We want a 
Pacific Coast bishop, not a bishop for the Pacific Coast and the Rocky 
Mountains and the Dakotas. I think the Conference understands our 
position with reference to the matter. We would be delighted to 
expatiate on everything else we have out there, but we will not do it. 
We just ask you to give us a Pacific Coast bishop. 

SroreTary Snyper. I want to say that the action of the commit- 
tee in putting Northern Nebraska and the Colorado conferences to the 
West District was out of harmony with the wishes of the Pacific Coast, 
but it was done as a sort of compromise. We thought that would 
help to strengthen them, but the request in the committee was that 
the coast might be a district by itself, separate and apart from the 
fields of labor east of the Rocky Mountains, and Professor Keppel has 
stated what was requested of the committee, but we thought we would 
enlarge upon it and give them more territory. 

Rey. N. L. Veziz, of Neosho Conference. I do not think there is 
any one who does not understand what the coast conferences want; 
but the question is whether the whole Church will support at least 
‘one bishop in the three coast conferences, which only have about 
3,500 members. There is no section in this whole territory, east, west, 
north, or south, that has had a resident bishop so much as the Pacific 
Coast has had, and the sainted Bishop Hott said, after four years’ 
experience, that he felt like a bishop without a district. Now I am 
sure that the needs of the Pacific Coast are no greater in many re- 
spects than in any other conference. I am sure they are not, and I 
am also sure that, judging the future by the past, as one great man 
said, he had no other light to speak from but the lamp of experience; 
and if we can say anything in reference to the superintendency, if we 
will just give them one bishop and support him out there, and with 
that blessed man there, Bishop Castle, as good a man as this Church 
ever had, surely, if their theory is right, they will grow tremendously, 
but the past of their history has not proven it. That is not the solu- 
tion of it; and while it is true that we have five bishops’ districts now, 
I surely do not believe that other conferences that are just as im- 
portant, just as worthy, and just as needy, ought to sacrifice one-half 
of their interest in this matter in order that the Pacific Coast Dis- 
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trict may have at least one, if not two, resident bishops out there. 
For my part, I would rather see the district enlarged from what it is 
now. 

A Voice. Let us hear from Bishop Castle. 2 

THE Presiping Bishop. Bishop Castle is called for. 

BisHop Castie. Just a word, brethren. My own convictions, after 
having been on the coast two terms, beginning twenty-eight years 
ago, and recently five years on the coast, my own convictions are that 
we ought to have, that that district ought to be strictly and wholly a 
district by itself. Especially do I say I think it ought not to be asso- 
ciated, or have associated with it, the two fields that you have re- 
ported as identified with it. Better have four or five associated with 
it than to have simply two, as you have arranged, because that will 
require a man to go that distance, eight hundred or a thousand miles, 
to first one conference, and then four or five hundred miles, running 
across from one or two other conferences, to reach the other confer- 
ence; and this traveling expense will largely consume what these con- 
ferences will pay, and so I am very decided in my convictions that the 
district on the Coast ought to be strictly separate from any other, 
and a full, strong man be given to it with all the power there is in 
him. : 

The question is called for. 

Tue Presipine BisHop. The question is that the Northern Ne- 
braska and Colorado conferences be detached from the West District 
and be attached to the Central District. Those favoring this motion 
will raise their hands. Those, opposed, like sign. The motion pre- 
vails. 

Bisuop Kepnarr. I see the hour for the special order, the election 
of bishops, is here. I move that it be deferred one-half hour. 

Seconded. 

It was so ordered. 

Dr. G. P. Mackin, of Miami Conference. I notice on the Western 
District arrangement that Japan and China missions are provided for, 
but nothing is said about the mission in the Philippine Islands, and I 
ask the committee to include that. 

Dr. Funk. By consent. 

Bisuop Miuis. Is Porto Rico also included 2 

Tue Presipine BisHor. We had reference to the West District. 
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Dr. G. P. Mackin. Porto Rico should be on the East District. 

This was agreed to. 

Tue Presipinc BisHop. Those favoring the adoption of this item 
will raise their hands. Those opposed, like sign. It is adopted. 

Tue Presipinc Brsuop. Secretary Snyder will read the first item. 

Secretary Snyder read the first item as follows: 


Book of Discipline, Chapter VI., Section 8, page 53, items 1, 2, 3, 4, - 
and 5 unchanged. 


Tue Presipmse BisHorp. You are all agreed that these shall stand 
approved, with no motion of any kind? Just proceed to the reading of 
the next item, after sufficient time is given for you to consider it. 

- The secretary read as follows: 


SUPERINTENDENTS’ ASSOCIATION. 


The bishop of each district shall call together, annually, the presid- 
ing elders of his district, at some convenient place, for the purpose of 
consultation, and planning for the advancement of the interests of 
the Church. 

The bishop shall be chairman ex officio of this body. 

Upon assembling the bishop shall direct the organization of the 
Association, which shall consist in the election of a Vice-President, a 
Secretary, a Treasurer, and such other officers as may be necessary. 

Each annual conference within the district shall be entitled to one 
vote upon all matters coming before the Association. 

The business of the Superintendents’ Association shall be to con- 
sider the material and spiritual advancement of the Church, and de- 
vise methods and provide means for promoting the same. 

Special attention shall be given to the planting of missions in grow- 
ing towns and cities where our Church is not already represented. _ 

Fach annual conference shall provide for the traveling expenses and 
entertainment of its delegates to the Association. 


Proressor KeppeL. I would like to move an amendment to strike 
out the word “shall,” “the bishop of each district shall call together,” 
and substitute the word “may,” “the bishop of each district may call,” 
etc., in the first line read. 

Seconded. 

Pror. E. §. Lorenz. I move that this whole item be stricken out. 

Seconded. 

Proressor Keppet. That is probably the vital point, and, with the 
consent of my second, I will wait until that point is disposed of. 
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THE Presipinc Bisnop. That is agreed, that Professor Keppel’s 
motion may be withdrawn for the present. 

The question was then put on Mr. Lorenz’s motion, and the chair 
declared it did not prevail, and the item was not stricken out. Di- 
vision called for; 95 votes for, 120 against. 

Tue Presipine Bisuop. It is not stricken out. 

Proressor Kepret. I wish at this time to renew my motion to 
change the word “shall” to “may.” 

Seconded. 

The motion prevailed. 

Dr. D. R. Senerr, of Lower Wabash Conference. In the seventh 
line, the phrase “in the election” should be stricken out, and I so move. 

Seconded. 

THE Presipinc BisHop. According to the rules, the secretary will 
read it as it would stand, so you will understand. 

The secretary read as follows: 


. 


Upon assembling, the bishop shall direct the organization of the 
Association, which shall consist of a Vice-President, a Secretary, a 
Treasurer, and such other officers as may be necessary. 

The motion prevails, and the three words were stricken out. 

R. H. Benner, of Neosho Conference. I would like to ask the 
committee what it means by the next paragraph, “Each annual con- 
ference within the district shall be entitled to one vote upon all mat- 
ters coming before the Association.” 

Dr. A. C. Witmorz, of White River Conference. I move to amend 
that item by striking out the words “annual conference” and insert- 
ing the word “member,” and it will read, “Each member of the Asso- 
ciation shall be entitled to one vote.” 

Seconded. 

Rev. S. W. Kester, of Allegheny Conference. I want to know what 
that means. Does that mean the presiding elders constitute the Asso- 
ciation ? 

Dr. A. C. Witmorr. We mean that the presiding elders each shall 
have one vote. 

Dr. L. S. Cornet, of Colorado. When that item was put into this 
matter, which was before you recorded the number of votes, it was 
decided by the committee that it was best to have each annual con- 
ference on an equal footing, so that each annual conference would be 
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equal in the vote; if they have three presiding elders or one, their in 
fluence would be the same in the matter of voting. The purpose wag 
to simply put each conference on the same basis. 

Rey. S. W. Keister. That is it exactly. Some of these conferences 
with two or three times the number of membership, have but one pre- 
siding elder and not more than two. I believe it ought to be just as 
the committee reported it. 

Rev. J. H. Watts, of Indiana Conference. I move an amendment 
to the amendment, so that it will read, “All members of the Associa- 
tion shall be entitled to vote.” 

Seconded by Dr. D. R. Miller. 

Tue Presiping BisHop. Will the brother accept that as the princi- 
pal motion ? : 

Cou. Ropert Cowpren. There is no sense in it at all. I move we 
strike out the whole item, and this will be as it should be. Of course 
every member has a vote. What is the use of saying that? 

Seconded. 

The motion to strike out the whole item does not prevail. 

Cou. Ropert Cowpen. I move to strike out the two lines, begin- 
ning, “Each annual conference,” etc. 

Dr. Funk. Surely we want fairness in the matter of representation 
in this council. ,That is all the committee had in view. No one con- 
ference in this Church has a right to three or four votes in this coun- 
cil, controlling it. You certainly do not mean to do that by striking 
out this equity between the conferences. I certainly think you want 
to retain just what you have here. 

Dr. A. C. Witmore. That is the old argument of State sovereignty. 
Tam opposed to it, signally opposed to it. It is the question that was 
fought out in the Civil War and was fought out in this Church in the 
division. It is the question the Radicals advanced against representa- 
tion in this Church, and is repeated here to-day. I am distinctly op- 
posed to it. I am in favor of every member of that Association hav- 
ing equal rights or having no Association. JI am opposed to an Asso- 
ciation with three or four presiding elders from one conference hay- 
ing no vote, and another man having one. I am opposed to the whole 
scheme. 

R. H. Bennett, of Neosho Conference. The objection I have to the 
item is that it does not say what the committee meant. This report 
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says that the annual conferences shall do a certain thing. ‘That is an 
entity, just as much as if it said the President of the United States 
should do a particular thing. That does not mean that the whole 
people shall do it. It does not say that the elders from the conferences 
shall have one vote, but in all matters that come before the Associa- 
tion, the conference—it is an entity. They are not a conference; one 
presiding elder, two or three presiding elders, are not a conference. 
That is why I am objecting to it. I do not care whether you arrange 
it one way or the other; I want to say in English what it means. If 
the committee means that those conferences shall have equal repre- 
sentation there, it seems to me that it would be exceedingly easy to 
get English to explain it. That is why I favor Colonel Cowden’s 
motion to strike it out, because it does not say what it means, what 
the committee meant by it. 

Rev. D. L. Dous, of Oklahoma Conference. I would like to know 
who decides, if there are three presiding elders in this body, which 

presiding elder will vote? 

Rev. L. W. Srauz. Each presiding elder will be entitled to one- 
third of a vote. 

Rey. E11 Goop, of Michigan Conference. It was discussed in the 
committee, and if there are two presiding elders, they would each have 
one-half vote; and if there are three, they would each have one-third 
vote. 

The motion to strike out this item did not prevail. 

Dr. D. R. Mitter, of Sandusky Conference. I move to amend this 
item by inserting the word “representation” between the words “con- 
ference” and “within.” That will help us out of that difficulty, and it 
will read, “Each annual conference representation within the district 
shall be entitled to one vote upon all matters coming before the Asso- 
ciation.” 

The motion prevailed. 

Rev. R. M. Zuo, of Upper Wabash Conference. For fear our ship 
will not get in, and we shall not have money enough for all these ex- 
penses that we are piling up against the annual conferences, I make 
a motion that the last item be stricken out, “Each annual conference 
shall provide for the traveling expenses and entertainment of its dele- 
gate to the Association.” . 
_ The motion was seconded and prevailed. 
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Dr. Funx. The question is raised as to whether or not your ruling 
was that that item should be stricken out. 

THE Presipine BisHor. That was the vote. 

Dr. Geo. Minusr, of Des Moines Conference. I move we try it over 
again. 

Voices. No, no. 

Rev. W. D. Stratton, of Michigan Conference. Was that vote 
taken on the amendment, and have we not adopted it as it is here? I 
move that we amend this item, that the General Conference provide 
for the traveling expenses. [ Laughter. ] 

Voices. No, no. 

The secretary then read the next item, as follows: 


Items 7, 8, and 9 unchanged. 

Item 10 changed to read as follows: In conjunction with the boards 
of missions (home and foreign), and the Woman’s Missionary Asso- 
ciation, a bishop shall have power to organize mission conferences. 


Dr. L. S. Cornety, of Colorado Conference. It seems to me, in 
Item 10, that the word “and” should be “or,” and read, “or the 
Woman’s Missionary Association,” and I so move. 

Seconded. 

Rev. G. W. Suerrick, of Allegheny Conference. It seems to me 
that it is right as it is. We need the union of mission forces; that is, 
the several boards may be considered in the same mission conference; 
they are all interested in the same missionary conference district. 

Dr. A. C. Witmore, of White River Conference. It is unconstitu- 
tional. The constitution provides for the Home, Frontier, and For- 
eign Missionary Society, and to divide it up that way would indicate 
that you have two societies, the Home, and the Frontier and Foreign. 

Tus Presiping Bisnor. Study closely, brethren; there is a vast dif- 
ference between “and” and “or.” : 

Proressor KEPPEL. On that motion, as it appears here, in conjunc- 
tion with the boards of missions (home or foreign). 

Tur Presipine Bisuor. “And” foreign, “or” the Woman’s Mission- 
ary Association. 

Proressor Kreprey. I would like to suggest to the mover of the mo- 
tion that the “or” is in the wrong place. Why? Because the Foreign 
Missionary Society and the Woman’s Missionary Society may work 
together in the foreign field, but very likely our Home Missionary 
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Society will not be working in the foreign field, nor will the Foreign. 
Missionary Society be working in the home field. I move a further 
amendment that we insert the words “home or foreign” and the 
“Woman’s Missionary Society.” 


Seconded. ‘ 
Tue Presipinc BisHop. It is moved and seconded that the amend- 


ment be amended, and instead of “and” between “Home” and “For- 
eign,” the word “or” be inserted, and, instead of “or,” as the amend- 
ment provides, “or the Woman’s Missionary Society,” the word “and” 
be retained. That is the thought. 

Bisnop Minus. We cannot get this clear by merely changing “and” 
and “or,” for this reason: Suppose it were proposed to organize a mis- 
sion conference in China. What right has the General Board to in- 
terfere with that? All that is necessary is the Woman’s Board, which 
is the only one operating there. But suppose it is proposed to organ- 
ize a mission conference in Porto Rico. What right has the Woman’s 
Board to be associated with that when they have no part in that field ? 
We cannot get this clear by changing “or” and “and.” It must be re- 
cast wholly, so it will express the facts. 

Rey. M. F. Dawson, of White River Conference. I rise to a ques- 
tion of information. To which one of these “ands” does the motion 
refer, the one within the parentheses, or the one after? 

Tue Presipine Bisuop. The second amendment as to the one with- 
in the parentheses. 

Rev. J. H. Patrerson, of Louisiana Conference. I move that this 
item be referred back to the committee. 

Mrs. Gro. Sickaroosn, of St. Joseph Conference. I think this item 
is all right. We are talking about the foreign field; we are not talk- 
ing about home missions. I think it is all right to say the foreign 
field shall be under the supervision of the Board of Bishops. 

Dr. D. W. Sprevxe, of East Ohio Conference. Just a word now. 
Let Item 10 be changed to read as follows: “In conjunction with the 
Board of Missions (Home and Foreign).” Now a bishop and those 
two societies can surely open a new mission. Now surely that is 
plain English. It now reads “and.” That would mean the Woman’s 
Missionary Association would have to be in conjunction with these 
two boards and the bishop before it could be done; but, dear brethren’, 
supposing we substitute “or” and then the bishop’and the Woman’s 
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Missionary Association in China can organize a mission any time they 
please without the help of any one else. It is very plain to me. 

Rev. J. A. F. Kine, of Northern Illinois Conference. Was the mo- 
tion to refer it back to the committee seconded 2 

Votces. No. 

BisHop Mitis. I think I can with a single word help this out. “In 
conjunction with either of the boards of missions, a bishop shall have 
power to organize a mission conference,” and let the mission board 
interested codperate with the Board of Bishops in doing that, and you 
will have no further trouble with it. : 

Voices. Agreed, agreed. 

Tue Presipine Bisnor. Do you all agree to that substitute ? 

Voices. Agreed. 

THe Presipine BisHop. Now let the secretary read it, so that you 
will have it definitely. Ps 

Secretary Snyder reads: 


“In conjunction with either of the boards of missions, home and 
foreign, or the Woman’s Missionary Association, a bishop shall have 
power to organize a mission conference.” 


Tue Presipinc BisHop. Now we proceed to the special order of the 
day. We will proceed to the election of five bishops. 

Rey. J. R. CoHampers. There is one item not considered. Will that 
be considered afterwards ? 

Tue Presipincg BisHop. That will be considered afterwards. Hear 
the chair a moment. I suggest that those persons who are not dele- 
gates will just get a real comfortable seat outside of the delegation. 

Dr. Funk. I rise to a point of order. The motion pending before 
this body is the approval of this report. We have not acted on this 
item. 

S. F. Huser, of Pennsylvania Conference. I move we postpone the 
election of bishops until we have completed this report. 

Seconded. 

Tuer Presipina Bisuop. We have a special order, and this takes 
precedence of everything else. 

Rev. L. W. Srauu. I move that the special order be deferred until 
this report is disposed of. 

Seconded. 
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Rey. Geo. Minter. J move to amend that we postpone for twenty- 
five minutes. We may get through before that. 

Tue Presipine Bishop. I hear no second. 

The motion to defer prevailed. 

THe Presiping Bisuop. Proceed to the consideration of the other 
items. The secretary will read the next item. 

Secretary Snyder read as follows: 


In case of a vacancy in the office of bishop in any district, it shall 
be the duty of the remaining bishops to hold an election by letter bal- 
lot, all members of the preceding General Conference, who are mem- 
bers of the Church, voting. The Publishing Agent shall provide and 
send out the blank ballots and return envelopes under the direction of 
the Board of Bishops. The Board of Bishops shall appoint a board 
of three tellers from the membership of our Church in the vicinity of 
Dayton, Ohio. The ballots shall be turned over to them by the Pub- 
lishing Agent, as directed by the bishops. The bishops shall set a 
date when the ballots must be in, and also where the ballots shall be 
counted by the tellers, these two dates to be printed on the blank bal- 
lots sent out to the delegates. The tellers shall certify the entire vote 
to the bishops, and then shall announce the election. 


Rey. J. R. CHampers, of Neosho Conference. I want to ask whether 
that item is constitutional. On page 16, Article I., Section 4, of the 
Discipline, it reads: “The General Conference shall at each session 
elect bishops from among the elders throughout the Church who have 
sat six years in that capacity.” As we all know, those elections al- 
ways call for a majority of all votes cast. This amendment does not 
say anything about this. I object to making a rule like that. Let 
the annual conference make.him a bishop pro tem when he comes. I 
want to know some good constitutional lawyer who will tell me ~ 
about it. 

THE Presipinc Bisnop. It seems to be in harmony with the con- 
stitution of the Church. This method prevails for the method of fil- 
ing a vacancy arising by resignation or death. 

Rey. J. R. Cuampers. It does not say whether this vacaney election 
shall call for a majority or only a plurality vote, whether a plurality 
vote will elect, or if it requires a majority. 

THE Presipine Bisnop. The same as in your conference. 

Dr. A. OC. Witmore. I offer an amendment to this. Immediately 
following the word “election,” that a plurality of votes shall be nec- 
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essary to an election. In case of a tie vote, another ballot shall be 
taken in the manner described. 

Dr. Funk. I would like to ask the committee if two words were 
not left out. In the fifth line from the last part of this item, where 
it says, “The bishops shall set a date when the ballots must be in and 
also where the ballots shall be counted by the tellers,” the words “and 
when” to follow the word “where” and precede the words “the ballots,” 
and it would read, “And also when and where the ballots shall be 
counted by the tellers.” I think that was in, and it has been left out, 
and by consent I would like to have that inserted. 

This was agreed to. 

CoLtoneL Cowpen. I would like to inquire if the committee did not 
~ mean to say “they” instead of “then.” “They, the bishops, shall an- 
nounce,” and not the tellers. 

Dr. Funk. That is correct. 

Tur Presipinc BisHop. You will understand the change from 
“then” to “they” in the last line. ‘ 

Rev. D. R. Senerr, of Lower Wabash Conference. I would like to 
ask, Will the bishops announce the election, or the result of the elec- 
tion? I move that, instead of the words “that they shall announce 
the election,” we insert, “and the bishops shall then announce the re- 
sult of the election.” 

Seconded. 

Dr. Funx. I would like to ask Dr. Seneff a question about that. 
Does he mean that the entire vote shall be announced by the board? 

Dr. Senerr. No, sir. The result of the election. 

Dr. Funk. That does not clearly define what they are to do. They 
announce the election of the men; but, on the other hand, Mr. 
Chairman, it seems to me they would have to give the result of that 
election, which would be the entire vote. 

Tur Presipinc Bisuop. The point is well taken. 

Rev. W. Woop, of Oklahoma Conference. I simply rise for in- 
formation. I see it reads, “All members of the preceding General 
Conference, who are members of the Church, voting.” Would this be 
interpreted so that it would compel all to vote? Some might not vote. 

Tue Presipinc Bisnop. Not necessarily. 

Dr. Seneff’s motion to insert the word “result” was lost. 

Dr. M. RB. Drury, of Iowa Conference. The constitution says that 
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the General Conference shall elect, and the General Conference ceases 
to be as soon as final adjournment occurs, and those delegates would 
not be the General Conference after the adjournment of any session. 
I therefore move to strike out this item from the report and leave the 
Discipline as it is. 

Seconded by Rev. A. P. Funkhouser. 

Rev. A. P. Funxuouser. We are a very democratic people. Every 
member of the Church stands on the same footing, and every minister 
is in the same class. Our bishops are officers; they have no episcopal 
power. They have no powers beyond being presidents of the confer- 
ences and such other little things as we have delegated to them. The 
only thing, it seems to me, Mr. Chairman, is the dignity with which 
we have clothed them in the exclusiveness of the election; we have 
described how many by our vote recently, only five out of the whole 
denomination. We have said there is only one way to make a bishop. 
Our rules have said so; our constitution prescribes it. Our people | 
elect their delegates to come and carry out this organic law of the 
Church. When we adjourn sine die, every function of the delegates 
has been discharged. The proposition before us does not even bring 
with it the condition that a majority of the votes cast shall be received 
by the man who is to be elected. We know that the General Confer- 
ence, or any other body, is not that body unless it is assembled to- 
gether; and yet we propose by ballot, without consulting each other, 
to send alone to a certain point the power to make the one officer of 
this Church, who is to carry with him the dignity of the Church. 
The provision in the Discipline now, that the Board of Bishops ar- 
range for the holding of the conferences, is in keeping with our whole 
polity and character, and it seems to me to be sufficient for the occa- 
sion; and when a bishop so elected shall undertake to perform any of 
the functions of his office, it would have to be by the endorsement of 
the annual conference. Why then undertake to say—why do we as 
delegates throw away the power and dignity which we enjoy as the 
representatives of a great people, and then say that the men whom we 
elect in this exclusive course shall, in a little round-about way, when- 
ever the occasion arises, add one to their number? I am opposed to 
it. q 

Rey. L. W. Sraut, of Allegheny Conference. The objection appears 
to be urged against the paper in the hands of the committee on the 
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ground that it is unconstitutional, and that all of the acts of the 
bishop would be illegal, and that this General Conference had no 
right and no authority under the organic law of this Church to give 
that power—to invest that power to make the provisions they had. 
Tf you are familiar with or will read up the decisions of the Supreme 
Courts of the different States in the matter, or the trouble that one of 
our sister churches passed through recently, you will find that the 
courts decide that the General Conference should delegate such power. 
Tt was alleged in that case that the General Conference which was to 
provide for the place of meeting, ete., had delegated that power to 
the Board of Publication of the church, and hence it was illegal, and 
that they had no such authority. The Supreme Court of my own 
State, in a very clear, ringing decision, written by Judge Williams, 
dealt with that, and he decided that the General Conference had such 
power, and if they have such power, it seems to me that this confer- 
ence has such power to make provisions for an emergency which may 
arise. I can see nothing unconstitutional, and no reason in the con- 
stitution of the Church, or any organization that I know of, why we 
cannot make provisions for an emergency. We thought so four years 
ago, and you know that very soon after the adjournment of our Con- 
ference one of our bishops died. I think it is right that we should 
‘make some provision to meet any emergency that may arise. 

Ray. S. L. Topp, of Indiana Conference. I wish to move an amend- 
ment by saying the one not elected who has received the highest vote 
at this General Conference, be the bishop. In other words, Bishop 
Mathews received the highest vote and was chosen bishop by another 
expression, which was simply reasserting the same feeling and ex- 
pression in the General Conference at Frederick City, and now we 
shall soon vote for bishops, and a certain number will be elected, and 
there are quite a number of others here who are going to get votes, but 
the one receiving the highest number of votes shall be the bishop in 
case of death. 

Tue Presipine Bisuor. I hear no second to that amendment. 

Dr. Funk. If I were sure that this item is unconstitutional, I should 
not want to vote for it; but I do know this, brethren, that, in consulta- 
tion with attorneys in our Church case, as I have gone through it in 
the years past, and when the memorable case came before the Court of 
Appeals in Cincinnati, the United States Court of Appeals, they said 
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the decision was correct and right, and they held that this body should 
‘interpret its own law and its-own constitution; in other words, that 
the General Conference is above the constitution, and the courts of the 
land hold to that position, and had it not been so, we would not have 
won the case in the courts of the land, hence the position in that de- 
cision in reference to this item; it seems to me it applies. If I am 
wrong, I do not want to vote for this item. If I am right, I would like 
to vote for it, for if you had gone through what I have gone through 
this last quadrennium in this matter, you would see the necessity for 
something, some method by which this contingency could be met, this 
exigency could be met. 

Rev. A. P. Funxuouser. A question. I would like to ask Brother 
Funk whether, as I understand him, he made the statement that this 
General Conference is above the constitution. 

Dr. Funx. That has been the statement of the court. Interpreta- 
tion comes from this body. 

Rey. A. P. Funxuouser. Then I do not understand that we are 
acting under any limitation whatever. There is nothing unconstitu- 
tional, or, if so, the General Conference will settle it, and we do not 
need to go to the people with it. 

Tue Preswine Bisuop. The chair will make the statement that all 
legislation must be in harmony with the provisions of the constitu- 
tion. That is true of all bodies; and let me say this, that in Section 
4, on page 16, it says, “The General Conference at each session shall 
elect bishops from among the elders throughout the Church who haye 
sat six years in that capacity.” Our fathers—I do not know why— 
did not provide for any vacancy. The chair would think it would be 
within the province of the General Conference to prescribe the method 
for filling vacancies. If the have not the authority to do that, then 
let the Conference definitely say that no vacancy shall be filled dur- 
ing the quadrennium. State something definite, so there will be no 
doubt in the future. : 

Hon. J. C. Myers, of Miami Conference. JT rise to second Brother 
Todd’s motion, that we substitute “the one receiving the highest num- 
ber of votes, not elected, shall be the one to fill the vacancy.” T second 
the motion. 

THE Presipine Bisuor. The motion is that the one receiving the 
highest number of votes at this Conference, not elected, shall, in case 
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there be a vacancy, be declared the one to fill the vacancy of the one 
that makes it. ; 

Rey. L. W. Sranz. I want to say that I believe the matter will be 
just as unconstitutional as the provisions of the report, and more so 
in many respects, and more objectionable, because the man that 
might have the next highest vote, might be a man who, under no cir- 
cumstances, could get the highest vote of the delegates, and that is 
the reason J am opposed to it. . I think we ought to make provision for 
the direct expression of the delegates to this General Conference, and 
not elevate to the high office of bishop a man who had only a compli- 
mentary vote. 

Dr. M. R. Drury. I wish to say again that this whole proposition 
is contrary to the constitution, and the motion is to strike out this 
item. The constitution says that the General Conference shall elect 
bishops at this session, and to elect them in the way provided in this 
report would not be to elect at the session of the General Conference. 
There is a provision in the Discipline already for filling vacancies, and 
I insist upon the motion to strike it out. 

Proressor Kppret. It seems to me that Article II. of the consti- 
tution, as it appears on page 16 of the Discipline, “The General Con- 
ference shall have power as provided in Article I., Section 1 of this 
constitution, to make rules and regulations for the Church. Neverthe- 
less, it shall be subject to the following limitations and restrictions.” 
Then follow these limitations and restrictions, and it has been re- 
peatedly ruled by the highest courts of our land that, where restric- 
tions are laid upon a body, its powers are limited only by the restric- 
tions laid, and as restrictions are not laid upon this body with refer- 
ence to this matter, and have been laid upon this body with reference 
to other matters, we certainly can make this rule and not violate the 
constitution. 

The amendment providing that the one receiving the highest vote, 
not elected, shall be the bishop in case of vacancy did not prevail. 

Tue Presipinc Bisoop. Now the motion to strike out is before you. 

The motion to strike out did not prevail, and the item was adopted. 

The secretary then read the next item: 


Item 15 changed so as to read: It shall be the duty of the bishop to 
deliver a suitable address and sermon to each annual conference. 


Dr. E. B. Bierman, of Eastern Pennsylvania Conference. I move 
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that the article “a” be inserted before the word “sermon,” and it will 
read, “It shall be the duty of,the bishops to deliver a suitable address 
and a sermon to each annual conference.” 

Seconded. 

The motion did not prevail. 

The secretary read the next item as follows: 


Item 16 shall be changed to read as follows: “The foreign field shall 
be under the supervision of the Board of Bishops, the Board of For- 
eign Missions, and the Woman’s Missionary Association respectively.” 


BisHop Minis. I would like to introduce another amendment, Item 
17, that the secretary or manager of each department of church work, 
to wit, Publishing House, Home Missions, Foreign Missions, Woman’s 
Missionary Association, Y. P. C. U., Sunday School, Church Erec- 
tion, and Education, shall meet annually with the Board of Bishops to 
consult, to harmonize, and to plan the work of the Church. 

Seconded. 

BisHop Mitts. It is known to every one that has attended annual 
conferences that sometimes we have as many as four general repre- 
sentatives of the Church coming to one little conference. I have in 
mind such a case. Now if these departments had all consulted to- 
gether, they would have planned so that one representative would 
have accomplished all of the purposes; and further, it is known that 
when each department plans its work alone, apart from all the other 
departments, there is frequently conflict and confusion. Now it is 
proposed that a representation from each department of church work 
meet with the annual meeting of the Board of Bishops and there con- 
sult with them, giving the bishops information, if they need it, and re- 
ceiving information from each other, if they need it, and thus greater 
efficiency will be brought to each department and greater effectiveness 
in the administration of the bishops. : 

Question called for. 

Dr. Cornett. That item that he is working on there is now in the 
hands of the printer, and I am sure it is in better shape than the 
bishop will ever be able to get it into at this time. It took more time, 
perhaps, than any other item in this report to get it fixed up right, 
but by some mishap it did not go to the ‘printer with the rest of the 
copy, and it is on its way here now. It seems to me that that would 
come in its proper place, and we will get it as we think it ought to be. 
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Bisnor Minus. I would be willing to accept blindly, as a substi- 
tue for this, the paper suggested by Dr. Cornell, for I wrote a large 
part of it myself. [Laughter.] 

Pror, E. 8. Lorenz. I wish to call attention to the fact that this 
report, as it is before us, contemplates, as a matter of course, the 
separation of our Board of Missions, and it seems to me that it is 
‘worth a moment’s thought, at least, before we pass verbiage here, we 
will forestall the report of the committee on matters, forestall the ac- 
tion of the General Conference on that report. I simply rise to bring 
up a point and let you think about it. It says boards of missions, 
Home and Frontier, and in a number of places it assumes that we shall 
have two boards. Have we that right under the present constitution ? 

Bisnop Mitts. We can surely eliminate the boards. If they are 
not created, there will be no trouble about that. 

R. H. Bennett, of Neosho Conference. Bishop Mills said that is 
Item 17. If that is to go in, it should have another number. 

BisHop Mirus. Call it Item 18. 

Dr. M. R. Drury. I do not know that the item I have has any ref- 
erence to that, but in Item 16 it reads, “The foreign field shall be 
under the supervision of the Board of Bishops, the Board of Foreign 
Missions, and the Woman’s Missionary Association, respectively.” I 
wish to amend so that this item will read, “The foreign fields [plural] 
shall be under the supervision of the Board of Bishops, the Board of 
Foreign Missions, and the Woman’s Missionary Association, respec- 
tively, as these boards may be related to them.” 

This was agreed to. 

The amendment offered by Bishop Mills was then adopted. 

Rev. J. I. L. Ressuer, of Allegheny Conference. I move to amend 
the part in reference to the Superintendents’ Association by inserting 
these words, “Each annual conference shall provide for the traveling 
expenses and entertainment of its delegate or delegates to the Asso- 
ciation.” 

Seconded. 

The motion prevails. 

Dr. L. 8S. Cornetu, of Colorado Conference. Since we have been 
eliminating from the West District all the conferences except those on 
the Pacific Coast, I suggest that the West District be called the Pacific 
District. 

Seconded. 
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This was agreed to. 2 

Rev. A. W. Baiinerr, of Sandusky Conference. I move that the 
Indiana District be called Chicago District. 

Seconded. 

Voices.- No. 

Rey. A. W. Baturncrer. I do not insist upon it. 

THe Presiping Bisnop. You have the entire report before you. 
Those favoring the adoption of the entire report as amended, lift your 
hands. Those opposed, like sign. 

The report was adopted. 

Tue Presipinc Bisnop. Let us proceed to the order of the day, the 
election of bishops. 

Proressor Kepren. I would like to ask a question for information. 
In the preparation of our ballots for bishops, as we are to vote for five 
bishops, must there be five names on the ballot, and must they be sep- 
arate and distinct names, or may we vote four names and all the same 
names ? 

Tue Presipinc Bisor. We must put on the ballot five names, and 
only five. If four are voted, that ballot will be cast out. 

Bishop Kepuarr. No. 

Tue Presipinc Bisnop. I have ruled in many conferences on that. 

Proressor Kepret. I move that each ballot shall contain five sepa- 
rate and distinct names, and if any ballot contains any less number of 
names or duplicate names, that ballot will be cast out. 

Seconded. 

The motion prevailed. 

Dr. A. C. Witmore, of White River Conference. I would like to 
ask.a question. How would it look to say Pacific District and then 
say Central District? 

Tue Presipinc Bisnop. It would look beautiful to those people 
along the mountains and valleys. 

Tue Presipinc Bisnor. Let me announce those who shall collect 
the ballots. W. I. Beatty, J. I. L. Ressler, J. H. Ruebush, and 8. E. 
Kumler will please collect the ballots. 

Dr. G. P. Mackin. It is not understood over here by some as to 
what was meant by the last motion. 

Tue Presipine Bisnor. The secretary will read it for the benefit of 
the brother. 
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SroreTary Snyper. As I got it, it is that each ballot contain five 
names, and any number less or more shall invalidate the ballot. 

Proressor Keppen. And no duplicate names. 

Rev. M. F. Dawson, of White River Conference. ‘What is meant 
by duplicate names? Does that mean the bishop emeritus? 

THe Presipinc Bisnor. Duplicate means repetition, having the 
same name twice or more. 

Rey. M. F. Dawson. Suppose one name should be bishop emeritus. 

Tue Presipine Bisnop. No duplication. Proceed. 

W. A. Lutz, of Pennsylvania Conference. I rise to ask a question, 
Will it invalidate the ballot if the initials are left off, if we simply 
give the last name of the man ? 

Tur Presipine Bisuor. It is better to put the initials on, especial- 
ly the first vote, the initial vote; write the initials. There might be 
three or four Roosevelts. 

Rey. I. Bennenorr, of Erie Conference. Suppose we do not know 
the initials; would that ballot be invalidated ? 

Tuer Presipinc BisHor. The tellers are supposed, to know the names. 

Rey. I. Bennenorr. That is not the question. Would the vote be 
invalid? fi 

Tue Presipinc Bisuor.. Where the person is well known—I only 
make the question in case there are four Browns in the General Con- 
erence, and you write the word Brown, if you can tell who is meant 
you can do better than I can. You know most of them, and I think 
you can easily determine. 

The ballots were then collected and brought to the platform, and 
Bishop Mathews called off the ballots while the secretaries recorded 
them. The ballot was as follows: 
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rules just lift your hands and hold them there. Rise, stand, and be 
counted. One hundred and eighty-three arose. Those opposed, stand. 
Tt prevails. The rules are suspended. Now shall we hear the motion ? 

Dr. W. E. Scuett. I move, Mr. Chairman, that the secretary of 
the General Conference cast the ballot of the General Conference for 
Dr. W. R. Funk for Publishing Agent. 

Seconded. 

Tur Presipinc Bisuor. It is moved and seconded that the secretary 
be authorized to cast the ballot of the Conference for Dr. W. R. Funk 
to serve as Publishing Agent for the next quadrennium. Those favor- 
ing, raise your hands. Those opposed, like sign. It seems to be unan- 
imous. 

Secretary SNypER. In the name of the General Conference I cast 
the ballot of that body for Dr. W. R. Funk for Publishing Agent for 
the next quadrennium. 

Tur Preswine Bisnor. Dr. Funk is elected your Publishing Agent. 

Rey. J. H. Watts, of Indiana Conference. I move we do now ad- 
journ. 

Seconded. 

Senator Epmonps. I was called by telephone to-day by the Com- 
mercial Club of Holton. They wish an expression, so they will know 

who is coming. They are making great arrangements for your recep- 
tion, and they want to make no mistake. What I want is an expres- 
sion from all who are going to Holton on next Saturday afternoon. 
I wish you would stand so you can be counted. 

Dr. W. E. Scuetz. I would like to know about what time we would 
go there and expect to come back. 

Spnator Epmonps. It will take an hour to go up and an hour to 
come back. If I can get an expression, maybe we can go quicker— 
run faster and get back quicker. J want an expression from this 
body. I will notify the gentlemen. 

Dr. Gzeorce Minter. I think that we ought to have a less rate. I 
will go with you, if you need some help. 

More than two hundred arose, signifying their intention of going. 

Various announcements were made for committee meetings. 

Dr. SPRINKLE. There is a request sent to us by the old soldiers of 
this city that they wish to meet the friends and soldiers of the Con- 
ference, and any one else that wishes to go along, on Thursday night 
in the auditorium of the high-school building. 
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RipVe die Le. BRANDENBURG, of Lower ‘Wabash Conference. Will you 
please. have the three new bishops come on to the platform, and have 
a song by the quartet before we adjourn ? 

Tue Presiping Bisuop. Will the three brethren come forward— 
Bishops Bell, Weekley, and Carter ? 

Tue Presipine Bisuop. Dr. Carter is absent. 

BisHop Minus. Dr. Carter has gone out of town to lecture. 

Tue Presipine Bisuor. I have the pleasure to introduce to the 
Conference the distinguished, honorable gentlemen that you have 
chosen to serve you and to serve the Church for the next quadren- 
nium—Bishop Bell and Bishop Weekley. [Great applause. | 
* Tue Presiwine Bisuor. I think we can hear a word from Bishop 

Bell. 

BisHop Ben. Bishop and delegates, I need not. tell you how the 
honor conferred upon me brings to me a very intense realization of 
my inefficiency, and I am humble under the thought of the responsi- 
bility upon which I enter. ‘I enter it, however, in the hopefulness for 
the larger things that I feel are ahead of us in our denominational 
life. Of course I would be inhuman if I did not thank you for the 
honor you have conferred, and then modestly say that I shall do my 
very best to realize the expectation of the Church, and see to it that, 
so far as my ability shall go, the work of the Lord shall prosper in our 
hands. JI earnestly beg that you will pray for the Spirit of God upon 
me in a new and definite sense from this moment. [Applause. ] 

THE Presipine Bisuor. I am sure that the Bell will ring more 
clearly and farther than ever before, for evangelism, for missions, for 
the building up of the kingdom and the hastening of the coming of the 
glory of the Lord upon earth,“ Our dear Brother Weekley—his name 
t is a misnomer—in reality he is strong in the power of the Lord and his 
might, and will build up the Church by his efforts. 

Bisnor Wrektey. Just this word, brethren and friends: I want to 
thank you for this expression of your confidence and good will, and I 
promise you that I will do my best, whatever that may mean, and 
see that every other man about me does his best. [ Applause. ] 

The Arion Quartet then sang “Nearer, My God, to Thee.” [ Ap- 
plause. ] 

The motion to adjourn then prevailed. Benediction by Rev. W. Lt 
Hinshaw, of Arkansas Valley Conference, 
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SEVENTH DAY—MORNING SESSION. 


Tuurspay, May 18, 1905, 8: 30 a. m. 

Bishop Mills presiding. 

Rey. H. R. Hess, of West Virginia Conference, led the devotions, 
and Prof. Avis led in singing song No. 182, “If Ever I Loved Thee,” 
and No. 136, “Near the Cross.” Then Professor Ruebush took charge 
of the singing, and song No. 224, “I Am Thine, O Lord,” was sung. 
Professor Avis had charge of the piano. Also, song No. 134, “There is 
Power‘ in the Blood,” was sung, after which the fifty-third chapter of 
Isaiah was read, followed with prayer by the leader. 

Song No. 175, “Fill Me Now,” was followed with prayer by Rev. 
M. F. Dawson, of White River Conference. Song No. 1838, “Jesus, 
Savior, Pilot Me,” was followed with prayer by Rev. D. D. Lowery, 
of Eastern Pennsylvania Conference. Song No. 166, “Come, Holy 
Spirit, Heavenly Dove,” first and last stanzas, was followed with 
prayer by Rev. G. O. Porter, of Des Moines Conference. 

The devotional services closed with song No. 340, “Jesus, Lover of 
My Soul.” 

Tur Presipinc Bisuop. The Conference will now proceed to busi- 
ness, and the secretary will call the roll. 

The secretary then called the roll and read the minutes of the ses- z 
sions of yesterday. 

The minutes were approved. 

Rey. C. J. Burxert, of Miami Conference. I move that the calling 
of the roll be dispensed with for the remaining sessions of the Con- 
ference. 

The motion was seconded and prevailed. 

Rev. V. A. Carton, of Iowa Conference. We have a resolution 
which I wish to introduce. 


Resolved, That we hereby instruct all persons or boards, whose duty 
it shall be to make assessments on the annual conferences, that no con- 
ference shall be assessed more than its pro rata share of the entire 
- amount required, this assessment to be based upon the membership as 
reported in the Year-Book of 1905. 

: V. A. Carton. 
E. R. Sire. 
M. R. Drury. 
Geo. Miner. 
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Rev. V. A. Cartron. I do not suppose there is anything in this 
resolution that will excite diséussion. It is a resolution that, on the 
face of it, manifests its righteousness. The smaller and weaker con- 
ferences of the Church, I feel, have arrived at a time when they are 
willing to do their proportionate share, and certainly the larger con- 
ferences will be equally willing to do their share ; consequently the in- 
troduction of the resolution. | 

Rev. J. R. Cuampers, of Neosho Conference. I most heartily ap- 
prove of this resolution. In fact, it has not only been unequal in the 
assessments in the past, it is not only assessing pro rata to double up 
on some, but it is doubling on the weaker conferences and poorer class 
of people. For instance, in the assessment that was made to pay dele- 
gates’ expenses to this Conference, Erie Conference, as reported in the 
last Year-Book, has 4,021 members. It is assessed $250 for delegates’ 
expenses. Arkansas Valley Conference, on the frontier, if we have 
frontier any more, with 500 and a few more members, was assessed 
just the same, while Neosho Conference, with 711 less members than 
Erie Confrence has, was assessed Just $100 more than Erie Confer- 
ence, so that is ratio in the wrong way, and I am in favor of at least 
bringing it down to the same pro rata all over the Church. Again, 
some years ago, when the first assessment was made in this Church 
for bishops’ salaries, following the Conference at Dayton, Ohio, in 
1893—I have the assessment in my pocket—the meeting of the bishops 
was in December following in one of the western Pennsylvania towns, 
and the assessment for bishops’ salaries was reported by the boun- 
daries, necessarily readjusted, and it was regarded as equitable a plan 
as could be made at that time. Two of the men who made that assess- 
ment have gone to heaven, and another man, that ought tobe there, 
is in the chair at the present time, was on the coast. [Laughter.] 
At that time the membership of Neosho Conference was, in round 
numbers, 2,300 members. Virginia Conference was just a few over 
8,300, and Neosho was assessed $170 for bishop’s salary and Virginia 
Conference $150, just twenty dollars less than our 2,300 members, 
and I say, this having been the rule frequently in the past, I am in 
favor of this resolution heart and soul. 

Rey. J. T. Ropers, of White River Conference. I move that this 
resolution be referred to the appropriate committee. 

Seconded. 


The motion prevailed. 
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Rev. W. D. Srrarron, of Michigan Conference. I have a resolution 
which practically covers the ground, signed by seventeen members of 
this General Conference. I ask that this resolution also go to the 
committee. 

This was agreed to. 

Dr. Funk. I wish to bring before the Conference a little matter in 
which I know you are all interested. The quartet which has been giv- 
ing the music during these Conference sessions came by special invi- 
tation. They are, every one of them, earnest Christian workers in our 
Church. I believe it would be right if we met their expenses in this 
body. 

Voices. Sure, sure. 

Dr. Funk. All in favor of that will just hold up their hands and 
let us see. [About all hands up.] Now, the only other question is the 
$80. Mr. Chairman, may we gather it just now? 

Rev. G. H. Hinton, of Neosho Conference. Before this collection 
is taken, it has been requested that we hear the quartet sing that 
beautiful piece, “The Tolling of the Bells.” If not out of order, we 
would like to hear that song sung. 

Dr. Funk. They will sing as soon as they get here. I am sure 
their coming has been worth $1 to every member of this Conference. 

Tur Presipinc Bisuor. The visitors who have enjoyed the singing 
will please assist in the collection. 

The collection was then lifted. 

Rev. Wo. McKee. I have been waiting for two days for a report of 
the Committee on Delegates’ Expenses, your committee to whom you 
referred the whole matter. They are to ascertain the expenses of each 
delegation and the amount of money they had and report to me. We 
have the bills, but I have not been able to pay anybody because we 
were not authorized to do so. They have a very good report. If you 
will take two minutes to hear it, and vote it, we will be ready to pay. 
Tf any of you brethren have some money in your pockets for delegates’ 
expenses, I shall be glad if you will please bring it over. I have been 
getting it right along. If there is any more, bring it down. 

Dr. M. R. Drury, of Iowa Conference. I have a resolution to offer: 

Wuereas, Certain questions have arisen as to changing the name 


of our Publishing House and: Missionary Society, as found in the con- 


stitution of the Church, therefore it 
Resolved, 1. That we regard the substitution of “United Brethren 
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Printing Establishment,” and the substitution of “Foreign Mission- 
ary Society” and “Home Missionary Society of the Church of the 
United Brethren in Christ,” for the “Home, Frontier, and Foreign 
Missionary Society,” as being in perfect harmony with both the spirit 
and meaning of the constitution, and ‘ 3 
2. That we authorize the appointment of a special committee that 
shall, after taking due legal advice, report to this body such changes in 
names as are deemed necessary and not in violation of the constitu- 
tion, and that shall be more befitting to the Church in carrying for- 
ward its great publishing and missionary work. M. R. Drury. 
W. R. Funk. 
E. R. Smire. 
W. I. Bearry. 


This resolution was agreed to. 

Rev. J. Srons, of St. Joseph Conference. The report of the Com- 
mittee on Ministry of the Church is ready for distribution. 

Dr. W. E. Scuety, of East Nebraska Conference. I would like to 
ask a question. On the decease of our beloved Bishop Hott provision 
was made by the remaining bishops for a superintendent for the Cen- 
tral District, and yet, having done what they had power to do, it 
became necessary for each annual conference, over whom the ap- 
pointee presided to pass a motion that he be elected chairman pro tem 
in order to make the actions of the said annual conference binding. 
Is it also necessary, or was it necessary, that this General Conference 
elect our dear Brother Mathews chairman pro tem of this body in 
order to make the action of the General Conference binding while he 
presided over it, previous to his election ? 

Tue Presipine Bishop. Write out your question, and I will refer 
it to the other members of the committee to consider. 

Dr. Gro. Minizr, of Des Moines Conference. I simply rise to offer 
a motion to reconsider the item in the report of the Committee on 
Superintendency in reference to the names of the districts, the 
bishops’ districts. I move you that it be reconsidered. 

Seconded. 

The motion prevailed. 

Dr. Gro. Minter. Now I move you that the districts be named in 
the following order: East District, Central District, West District, 
Coast District, Southern District. 

Seconded by Rev. Geo. P. Hott. 

Dr. A. C. Witmors, of White River Conference. I move to amend 
by saying “Pacific” instead of “Coast” district. 
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Dr. Geo. Minuer. I will accept that. 

Rey. S. L. Topp, of Indiana Conference. I would like to ask a ques- 
tion. What is the matter with Indiana? 

Question called for. 

The motion with the accepted amendment prevailed. 

That part of the report as amended was then agreed to and adopted. 

Dr. Funx. Now, I would like to report that the offering was 
splendid, but it did not quite reach the case. We need fifteen dollars. 
What will you do about it, brethren? Well, they are going to sing 
again, and we will wait. 

Tue Presipinc BisHop. The unfinished business before you is the 
election of the Publishing House Board. 

Dr. Funx. I rise to a question of privilege. The report on pub- 
lishing interests has not been considered by this body. 

Tue Presiping BisHop. We will have to wait until we consider this 
report. Is it here, ready for consideration ? 

Dr. Funk. Yes, sir, and already distributed. 

Tue Presipinc Bisuop. Then that will be the order of business. 
The secretary, will read the report on Printing Establishment and pub- 
lishing interests. 

Assistant Secretary Schaeffer-read the report. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PRINTING ESTABLISHMENT AND PUBLISHING 
INTERESTS. 


We, your Committee on Printing Establishment and Publishing 
Interests, beg leave to report as follows: 

We desire to express our high appreciation of our editors, and Pub- 
lishing Agent, Dr. W. R. Funk, in his wise management of the affairs 
of our publishing interests, and for the erection and equipment of 
our mammoth Publishing House in Dayton, Ohio, and that we recom- 
mend the following: 

1. That Chapter XXII., Section 1, from numbers 1 to 14 of Dis- 
cipline remain unchanged. 

Section 2, item 1: That the Book Committee be composed of the 
editor-in-chief of Telescope, editor of Watchword, editor-in-chief 
of Sunday-school literature, professor of theology in Union Biblical 
Seminary, and the Publishing Agent. The latter shall receive all 
manuscripts, and have power to call the committee, and without the 
sanction of the Book Committee no book shall be published in the 
name of the Church or Publishing House during the interval of the 
General Conference. 

That item 2 of Section 2 remain unchanged. 
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Item 3. We recommend that an editor and an associate editor be 
elected to edit the Religious Telescope. That the Telescope, in its 
contents, be devoted to the dissemination of religious intelligence 
alone, and ali departments that do not come under that head, namely, 
the Household and Farm columns, be eliminated. That in view of 
the fact that obituary notices are only of local interest, and as the 
Telescope should furnish general matter for the Church, that these 
be also omitted. When deemed important that mention be made of 
deaths, the same shall appear in the Personal columns. In view of 
the demands of the Church and times, that the tone and standard of 
the Telescope be raised as high as possible; and that the Agent be 
authorized to purchase mechanical appliances to issue the same in a 
more improved form, as soon as conditions justify. That the price of 
the Telescope be one dollar and a half straight, with the usual dis- 
count to ministers. 

Item 4. That the Watchword be maintained distinctively as a 
young people’s paper, and that it aim to furnish religious matter for 
the mature thought of our young people, with such methods of young 
people’s work as shall further the best interests of our Young People’s 
movement. That the intermediate matter bordering on the Friend 
for Boys and Girls be eliminated from the Watchword. 

Item 5. That an editor and associate editor be elected to edit the 
Sunday-school literature, and that they be required to furnish all 
matter for said periodicals. yee 

Item 6. That the periodical literature shall be improved, in its 
mechanical makeup, from time to time; but said improvement is to 
be determined by the business management. 

Item 7. That the gradation; substantially, of our Sunday-school 
helps be made in accord with the recommendations of the Sunday- 
School Editorial Association. 

In view of the foregoing gradation, we recommend the following: 

1. That the Picture Cards remain unchanged. 

2. That our Lessons for the Little Ones be So merged as to con- 
stitute our Junior Lesson Quarterly. 


3. That our Intermediate Lesson Quarterly remain unchanged in 


name and character. 

4. That our Bible Lesson Quarterly be named our Senior Lesson 
Quarterly. 

5. That the Bible Teacher shall be named The Bible Students’ 
Magazine, and that it be sufficiently large as to admit of a Teachers’ 
Training Department; and that the General Sunday-School Seere- 
tary shall have access to these pages with the best methods of Sunday- 
school work. 4 

Item 8. That the Search Tight be turned over to the Publishin 
House, with the understanding that the editori x d 
by the Foreign Missionary Society. : Nt 
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Item 9. That the United Brethren Review, as a Church periodical, 
be discontinued. 
Item 10. That $500 annually be given to the Ohio German Con- 
ference to assist them in the publication of their literature. 
Respectfully submitted, 
H. S. Gaset, 
W. O. Harper, 
P. M. Camp, 
ALBERT KEISTER, 
W. F, Cronk, 
H. J. Gunnets, 
W. A. Situ, 
G. C. Snyper, 
D. L. Dovs, 
J. G. PorTerFIELD, © 
Committee. 


Rey. Geo. P. Horr. I move the adoption of the report seriatim. 
Seconded and adopted. 

THE Presipine BisHop. The secretary will read the first item. 
Assistant Secretary Schaeffer read the first item as follows: 


1. That Chapter X XIT., Section 1, from numbers 1 to 14 of Dis- 
cipline remain unchanged. 


Tue Presipine BisHop. Any remarks? 

No response. ~ 

Tue Presipinc BisHop. We pass then to the next item. 
The assistant secretary then read Item No. 2, as follows: 


Section 2, item 1: That the Book Committee be composed of the. 
editor-in-chief of Telescope, editor of Watchword, editor-in-chief 
of Sunday-school literature, professor of theology in Union Biblical 
Seminary, and the Publishing Agent. The latter shall receive all 
manuscripts, afid have power to call the committee, and without the 
sanction of the Book Committee no book shall be published in the 
name of the Church or Publishing House during the interval of the 


General Conference. 
. + 


Rev. G. O. Porter, of Des Moines Conference. I move that we 
strike out the words “in chief” after or between “editor” and “of 
Telescope” and “editor” and “of Sunday-school literature.” 

Seconded. 

This motion was adopted and the words stricken out. 

The secretary read item No. 3 as follows: 
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That item 2 of Section 2 remain unchanged. 5 ; 

Item 3. We recommend that .an editor and an associate editor be 
elected to edit the Religious Telescope. That the Telescope, in its 
contents, be devoted to the dissemination of religious intelligence 
alone, and all departments that do not come under that head, namely, 
the Household and Farm columns, be eliminated. That in view of 
the fact that obituary notices are only of local interest, and as the 
Telescope should furnish general matter for the Church, that these 
be also omitted. When deemed important that mention be made of 
deaths, the same shall appear in the Personal columns. In view of 
the demands of the Church and times, that the tone and standard of 
the Telescope be raised as high as possible; and that the Agent be 
authorized to purchase mechanical appliances to issue the same in a 
more improved form, as soon as conditions justify. That the price of 
the Telescope be one dollar and a half straight, with the usual dis- 
count to ministers. 


Dr. Bierman, of Eastern Pennsylvania Conference. I move that 
we strike out beginning with the fifth line, “That in view of the fact 
that obituary notices are only of local interest, and as the Telescope 
should furnish general matter for the Church, that these be also 
omitted. When deemed important that mention be made of deaths, 
the same shall appear in the Personal columns,” in the ninth line. 

Seconded. 

Rev. J. E. Suannon, of White River Conference. I move to amend 
by beginning with the word “that,” in the second line, “That the 
Telescope in its contents be devoted to the dissemination of religious 
intelligence alone, and all departments that do not come under that 
head, namely, the Household and Farm columns, be eliminated.” 
And also including the portion under Brother Bierman’s motion, 
down to the tenth line. 

Seconded. 

Tue Presipine BisHor. The amendment to the amendment is now 
before you. 

SrcreTary Snyper. Now let me suggest, brethren, to write out 
your amendments so I cai? get them. You are making Discipline, and 
I want to get your language just as you want it. 

Rey. J. W. Laity, of Sandusky Conference. I would like to know 
what the amendment is. 

The secretary states both the motion and the amendment. 

Rey. P. M. Camp, of Miami Conference. This was called to my 
attention during the past two years in reference to the farm depart- 
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ment. The Telescope is not in a position to give farmers any informa- 
tion touching their business in the space given in the Telescope. As 
a farmer told me last winter; he said, “You’can get a first-class farm 
paper for twenty-five cents a year, and the farm column was not of 
any service to the farmers.” I believe that our Farm and also our 
Household columns could be used for some broader views for the 
Church. I am sure that every wide-awake farmer has some wide- 
awake journal, and I am sure that I never think of the Telescope as 
authority on farming or farm interests, and I do not believe there is a 
farmer but who has his own journals and his own household magazines. 
I believe there is a whole page here that could be used by the editors 
for matters that would be of far greater and far more interest to the 
denomination than it is now. That was the reason we eliminated it. 

Rey. G. H. Hinton, of Neosho Conference. Now this is an im- 
portant thing, I am sure. This brother may never have lived on a 
farm; I do not know. 

Rev. P. M. Camp. I lived twenty-two years on a farm. 

Rev. G. H. Hinton. Hundreds of thousands of farmers are now 
reading the Telescope, and they tell me of many helpful things they 
have received on farming through the Telescope. Are we going to 
ignore the interests of the farmer in the Telescope? The farm de- 
partment does not take very much room. It would be much better to 
eliminate some of the magazine reviews than to eliminate that which 
comes in the line of farming. They are entitled to space as well as 
professional men and preachers, and I must say that some of the most 
beautiful, bright suggestions along the line of horticulture and agri-. 
culture appearing in the Telescope have been just what the farmers 
are wanting to know, and they pay their money And are entitled to it. I 
am opposed to striking it out. 

As to obituary notices, the report says they are of local interest. I 
do not know how the committee could come to any conclusion like 
that. If I am on the Pacific Coast, and I have my membership there, 
and my father and mother and relatives live in Pennsylvania, and 
death overtakes them, can I say that is of local interest? I want to 
say that, through the medium of the Telescope, these messages have 
come to hundreds of thousands of homes and have been of real-worth 
to them. I do not see how we can consider that column merely of local 
interest when it is of widespread interest to the Church. I am in 
hearty sympathy with this motion to strike that out. 
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S. E. Kumurr, of Miami Conference. I hope that the amendment 
will prevail. Among the twenty thousand people that get the Tele- 
scope you are sure to find somebody that wants the farm news. In- — 
stead of striking out the farm news, I think it ought to be made bet- 
ter, and the editor should be impressed with the fact that he should 
go to headquarters for such information that would be benficial to 
farmers. I believe that you will lose five thousand subscribers by cut- 
ting out matters of interest to people generally. 

F. N. Muncu, of Northern Ulinois Conference. I am a farmer 
myself, and I will venture the assertion that half the Telescope sub- 
seribers are farmers. I know this, that, in looking through the Tele- 
scope, I never pass by the farmers’ column, because I see many valua- 
ble hints therein, and, further, our ministers, in getting subscribers, 
among the number secured are many farmers. New subscribers do 
not read the Telescope, perhaps, as much as the older subscribers, and, 
in looking over that paper they will see the hints that will do them 
good in their line. They will say, “There is something for me,” and 
then read the whole thing. I hope you will not eliminate the farmers’ 
column, because it is a help, and these ministers receive a great deal 
of support from the farmers. I therefore advocate that the farm col- 
umn be left in; it is good. 

Rey. G. P. Hort, of Virginia Conference. I will call attention, not 
to the farmers’ column alone, but to the far-reaching fact of this third 
line beginning with the second “that,” “that the Telescope in its con- 
tents be devoted to the dissemination of religious intelligence alone,” 
etc. Will that not cut out news? There is political news in the Tele- 
scope that we want. This is too far-reaching. ; 

Rev. W. R. Berry,:of Virginia Conference. I venture this: We 
have laymen here who represent the farmers’ interests. Would it not 
only be just and fair to let these farmers say whether they want this 
continued or not? 

- Tue Presipine Bisuor. Yes, if the preachers will remain quiet. 

'H. J. Roop, of Eastern Pennsylvania Conference. I am a farmer, 
and I do not refer to the Telescope for information along that line. 
I am in favor of striking it out. If there is nothing else to be in- 
serted in that column, I would suggest that it be devoted to evan- 
gelistic work, some information be inserted on that subject. 

J. Gosuarp, of St. Joseph Conference. I am a farmer. I take three 
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or four farm journals, and I, of course, go over the farm department 
in the Telescope. I think that the information in the Telescope is 
broader and larger than anything I take, and I take great interest in 
the farmers’ column in the TJ'elescope. 

Mrs. Heten Goutp, of Minnesota Conference. I would say that I 
am not in-favor of striking this out. I know for myself that all 
farmers like a good, square meal. I am very much interested in the 
household affairs, and so are all women who feed the ministers; so 
please do not have it stricken out. [Applause.] 

Rey. H. S. Gaset, of Eastern Pennsylvania Conference. If the 
Religious Telescope is to be the true organ of the great Church such 
as we represent, and if it is to occupy and maintain the high standard 
as a monitor and indicator to blaze the way of religious thought, then 
this item should be passed by the General Conference and adopted. 
So far as these amendments are concerned, Mr. Chairman, in speak- 
ing of the farm column and even the cooking recipes, we do not want 
to bring the Telescope down to things of this kind. We have women 
in eastern Pennsylvania who do not read the cooking recipes, and they 
do good cooking nevertheless. They do not read the Telescope for that. 
We want the blazing editorials that will lead the religious thought of 
this Church, Mr. Chairman, and not only editorials, but all good re- 
ligious information such as the Telescope has had, and we mean by 
this to give more space and more room for that which this Church 
needs in a good church paper. I hope this item will be retained. 

Rey. 8. L. Topp, of Indiana Conference. I move the previous ques- 
tion. 

Seconded. 

Tue Presipinc Bisuop. The previous question is called. Shall we 
now come to a vote on the question pending? All in favor indicate by 
uplifted hands; contrary, same sign. It is agreed. Now the motion 
is on the amendment to the amendment, which is to strike out certain 
items in the report, leaving in the Telescope what you strike out of 
the report. Are you ready to vote? 

Question called for. 

The secretary read the first part as follows: 

“That the Telescope in its contents be devoted to the dissemination 
of religious intelligence alone, and all departments that do not come 
under that head, namely, the Household and Farm columns, be elim- 
inated.” 
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Tue Presipine Bisnop. All favoring striking this out indicate by 
uplifted hands. All opposed, like sign. It is agreed to. 

The secretary read the second part moved to be stricken out, as fol- 
lows: ; 


“That in view of the fact that obituary notices are only of local 
interest, and as the Telescope should furnish greater matter for the 
Church, that these be also omitted. When deemed important that 
mention be made of deaths, the same shall appear in the Personal 
columns.” 


Rey. Gro. P. Horr. I fear that many are thinking that this means 
to strike it out of the Telescope. 

Tue Presipine Bisnopr. If you vote to strike this out, it leaves the 
Telescope as it is. All favoring this amendment indicate by uplifted 
hands. Contrary, same sign. It is agreed to. 

The item as amended was then agreed to. 

Tue Presipine BisHop. My attention is called to the fact that the 
order of the day: is fixed for this hour for considering the question of 
church federation and that report will be taken up. 

Rev. J. W. Litty. I move that we defer that matter until we finish 
this report. 

Seconded. 

This motion was agreed to. 

Rey. A. W. Batuinerr, of Sandusky Conference. In Section 2, 
item 1, third line, we have the letters “U. B.” T move to amend and 
say “Union Biblical Seminary” instead of “U. B. Seminary.” 

Dr. Funk. That always comes in the Discipline in that way. It is 
simply an abbreviation in this report, and our proof-reader under- 
stands it. 

THe Presipine Bisnor. It will be enlarged in the Discipline. 

Assistant Secretary Schaeffer then read Item 4, as follows: 


Item 4. That the Watchword be maintained distinctively as a 
young people’s paper, and that it aim to furnish religious matter for 
the mature thought of our young people, with such methods of young 
people’s work as shall further the best interests of our Young People’s 
movement. That the intermediate matter bordering on the Friend 
for Boys and Girls be eliminated from the Watchword. 


S. F. Huser, of Pennsylvania Conference. 


I move as a substitute 
for this that the Watchword and Children’s F 


riend be continued un- 
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der the name of the Watchword, and be recognized as our Sunday- 
school organ. I also suggest that the present club rates be continued. 

Rey. H. 8. Gaset. That action does not appear as the action of the 
committee. There is an error somewhere in the fourth line, begin- 
ning with “the intermediate matter” and so on, which should read, 
“That the Watchword be accorded the -senior field of the Sunday 
school, and that the intermediate matter, bordering on the Friend for 
Boys and Girls, be eliminated from the Watchword.” 


Tue Presipine Bisuop. The printer seems to have dropped out a 
line. 


Rev. H. S. Gasper. Yes. 

Tue Presipinc Bisuop. Please read again, Brother Gabel, and tell 
them where it is. 

Rey. H. 8. Gasen. Item 4, in the fifth line, where it begins, “That 
the intermediate,” it should read, “That the Watchword be accorded 
the senior field of the Sunday school, and that the intermediate mat- 
ter bordering on the Friend for Boys and Girls, be eliminated from 
the Watchword.” : 

Rey. A. B. Starron, of Pennsylvania Conference. I desire to sec- 
ond the amendment. 

THE Presipinc BisHop. Now let me state the substitute that is of- 
fered for this whole item by Brother Huber, of the Pennsylvania 
Conference. Do you wish to hear that. amendment again ? 

Voice. , Hear. 

S. F. Huber repeats his motion. 

Rey. J. L. Parts, of California Conference. If this substitute car- 
ries, will that deprive our young people of having an organ ? 

Voices. Sure, sure. 

Rev. W. H. Wasuincer, of Pennsylvania Conference. I merely rise 
to say that I favor this amendment, for the reason that, as far as our 
young people are concerned, they prefer the Christian Endeavor paper, 
and in many places are taking it to the exclusion of the Watchword at 
the present time. I hope that if this passes, the other will pass, and 
fpatmallecur¥.. br. C.-U.-be merged: into ‘thes ¥--P:-S2C2-k. 
So far as the territory is concerned over which I travel, I find that they 
are going to do it, most of them, whether this General Conference 
authorizes it or not. Now, Mr. Chairman, in our larger towns and 
societies they already have done so in order to be in touch with the 
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larger fellowship that they find in the Christian Endeavor conven- 
tions, and I am very sure of this, that in many places they are now 


taking the Watchword in the Sunday schools, accepting the club rates, 
and I am sure I represent a vast majority of our people, 16,275 of 
them, when I favor this. 

Rey. F. M. Tresterman, of Northeast Kansas Conference. I am 
quite sure that all that part of the Church in the West think upon 
this matter precisely opposite to the statement made by the last 
speaker, and certainly the most prosperous and successful periodical 
in this Church does not want to be killed. Now the Watchword 
has had phenomenal growth, and it is certainly the organ of the 
Young People’s Christian Union, and the Young People’s Christian 
Union was never in a more flourishing condition than now. If some 
of them desire to take the name Christian Endeavor, there is no fight 
on that line, but in our part of the country we have searcely any 
Christian Endeavor societies; but what we have are just as loyal to 
the Church, and just as loyal to the Watchword, and you will find as 
many Watchwords taken by the Christian Endeavor societies as by 
the Union. It would be a great mistake to make a Sunday-school or- 
gan out of your magnificent, bright paper, the Watchword. Of course 
we will not do it, and this General Conference would not allow such a 
thing. We are going to stand by the Watchword. [ Applause. ] 

J. H. Ruesusu, of Virginia Conference. I am a layman in the 
United Brethren Church, and find that the United Brethren people 
take United Brethren literature if the leaders in our Church recom- 
mend it. [Great applause.] 

Tue Presipine Bisuop. Now, brothers, let us avoid applause. You 
are doing it in the face of your own rules. Please avoid it. 

Dr. Funx. I simply rise to make this statement in connection with 
the Watchword, and in opposition to the amendment pending. The 
Watchword has had a remarkable growth, as has been said, and its 
growth has not diminished nor will it diminish for quite a while to 
come. Since the change in the make-up of the Friend, that paper 
has gained, in a little over four months, over 4,000 in subscriptions. 
The present subscription of the Watchword is 38,000. The present 
circulation of the Friend is 34,000, making a combined circulation of 
these two periodicals of 72,000 every week, Any one who understands 
the working of a subscription list will at once recognize the fact that, 
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to combine them, will reduce the circulation of these two periodicals. 
There could be no hope for a circulation of over 50,000 for the com- 
bined papers. Indeed, I believe, brethren, that the Watchword, as it 
now stands, and the Friend as it now stands, will go as high as the 
single paper would go, each single paper will go; and I do hope that 
no disturbing element in reference to the-hopeful progress and devel- 
opment of these two papers will enter into this General Conference. 

Rey. J. A. Hawxins, of Lower Wabash Conference. If the Watch- 
word is doing as well as Dr. Funk claims, and if the Friend is doing 
as well as he claims, let us let well enough alone. 

Dr. Func. That is what I am talking about. 

_ The question is called for. 

Tur Presipine BisHor. All favoring the substitute—the substitute, 
in substance, is to unite the Watchword and the Children’s Friend 
and thereby kill the Watchword. [Laughter.] All favoring this, in- 
dicate by uplifted hands. All opposed, like sign. It does not prevail. 

Dr. Funk. I move to amend this item by striking out the word “dis- 
tinctively.” It will then read that the Watchword be retained as a 
Young People’s paper. 

Seconded. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Dr. Func. Before Brother Gabel made his statement, I had an 
~ amendment to offer, but I think he has covered it in reference to the 
Senior department of the Sunday school. 

Rev. J. G. Huser, of Miami Conference. As to the words “inter- 
mediate matter,’ I believe the thought of the committee is “primary 
matter.” I think that is what they meant. We ought to have that 
change made from intermediate to primary. I would like to hear 
from the committee. H 

Tur Presipinc BisHor. Will you accept that? 

Voices. Yes, yes. 

Tun Presipinc Bisnor. If so, the intermediate matter will read 
“primary.” 

Dr. H. H. Fout, of Miami Conference. I cannot bring myself to 
the idea that the committee meant that. The primary department, 
according to the present gradation, means the first grade of the Sun- 
day school, the field of Lessons for the Tittle Ones. I would like to 
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call the attention of the Conference to the order made four years 
ago that the Watchword was to be confined to the Senior department 
of the Sunday school and to the Senior department of the Young 
People’s Christian Union, and that the Friend had its field in the In- 
termediate department of the Sunday school and the Junior depart- 
ment of the Young People’s Christian Union. If we do not adhere 
to these lines, we have no field for the Friend for Boys and Girls. I 
mean to say that if the Watchword is to occupy the field from the 
Senior department to the primary class, we have nothing to offer or 
promise for the Friend for Boys and Girls. I cannot bring myself to 
the opinion that the committee had anything like this is view. 

Dr. Funk. I suggest that we hear from Brother Shupe as to the 
matter referred to. He is the editor of the Watchword. 

Dr. H. F. Suupe, editor of the Watchword: TI thank you for this 
courtesy. It gives me an opportunity to inquire further, perhaps, as 
to the exact meaning of the latter part of the item, that “intermediate 
matter,” or that “primary matter bordering-on the Friend for Boys 
and Gurls be eliminated from the Watchword.” Is the word “inter- 
mediate,” or “primary,” to be used in the technical sense meaning 
Intermediate department of the Young People’s work? For instance, 
as the organ of the Young People’s Society, we have nothing particu- 
larly to do with the primary department of the Sunday school, so I ask 
if the word “primary” is also used in the technical sense referring to 
the primary department? I think, brethren, if you will give me this 
permission, that the purpose of this is to remove from the Watch- 
word the department now given to the boys and girls and the Junior 
helps. As the organ of the Young People’s Christian Union, I ask 
whether there is not a place in it for the Junior department. The helps 
for the Junior department, as now provided in the Watchword, are 
prepared by the Junior superintendent, and I ask whether that should 
not be continued. [ Voices. Sure, sure.] The question then seems 
to be on whether there should be in the Watchword a page for the 
children. Now the Watchword, in its present arrangement, represents 
the best editorial judgment of its present editor. There is no de- 
partment there without a reason on his part. The reason for the 
presence of the children’s page is, first, because the Watchword goes 
into many homes where the Telescope and the Friend for Boys and 
Girls do not go, and there are children in these homes. Should not a 
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Church paper going into these homes seek to interest these children ? 
It has been said here that the farm papers go into these homes, and 
every farm paper has a column for boys and girls. The Telescope has 
such a column, as it ought to have, to interest the boys and girls. Now 
I think the purpose of this item probably is to remove from or per- 
haps prevent the Watchword from havirg such a department, thus 
depriving the homes, where the Watchword goes alone, from getting 
hold of the boys and girls and interesting them in our Church and 
church work. It deprives us of reaching that number of ‘boys and 
girls. - Then, as an organ of the Young People’s societies, I ask 
whether there might not also be a column for boys and girls in the 
Watchword? I know that this may seem like crossing classification, 
that it is cutting off the field for the Friend for Boys and Girls, but 
I ask whether it is possible for you, as itinerants, to get all of our 
people to take the different papers for each class of interest? You 
now allow a department in the Telescope for young people. If you 
are going to draw the line so carefully, ought you not to require the 
‘ Telescope to eliminate its department for young people and the Sun- 
day school, too, for that matter? That I think it would not ask. I 
am sure the Watchword would not ask it. The Telescope ought to 
have its departments; it reaches the interests of the Church better: 
The Telescope ought to have this children’s department; and for the 
same reason, one page, the sixteenth in the Watchword, I think, 
might go to the children, for I believe that this does not materially 
interfere with the circulation of the Friend for Boys and Girls. 
That is merely an opinion of mine. I think that the question for 
you to decide, and I am glad that it comes before you clearly, because 
you may infer the editor of the Watchword and the editor of the 
Friend for Boys and Girls have not been able to decide it in exact 
accordance with the views of both, and now I think it is clearly before 
you. Do you want the Watchword to have a page fot boys and girls? 
You should circulate the Watchword, you should distribute it. Do you 
want it to have such a page? I think that is the question that you. 
have to act upon. I want to thank you again for giving me this per- 
mission to: express the reason for the presence of that department in 
the Watchword at present. 

Dr. J. H. Snyper, of Northeast Kansas Conference. I move to 
_strike out that part of the report of this item following the word. 
_ “movement.” 
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A. H. Laveuspaum. I second the motion; that is the motion I 
wanted to make. . 

Dr. Funk. Iam sure that we are all interested in these two papers, 
and I am not here to argue against the amendment; but I am here 
to urge upon this body, and through this body upon the Church, that 
this question be settled once for all. It has been a problem, and a just 
problem, between these two editors as to whether they were in each 
other’s field. The question has been one sweetly discussed, just as it 
has been here this morning, and now, my friends, the question comes 
as to whether or not this body wants to overlap its papers, because 
that is an actual fact to that degree, whether we are going to define 
the field for one and not the other. Define the positions on both 
sides, and I think you need to give a good deal of consideration to 
this amendment before you pass it. 

P. M. Streicu, of Southeast Ohio Conference. Let us hear from 
Brother Brewbaker, secretary of the Young People’s Society. 

Rey. C. W. Brewxzaxker.’ The scope of the Young People’s work is 
not limited to the Seniors alone. I would like to say, in the first” 
place, if we are going to continue the Watchword as the Young Peo- 
ple’s paper, we must recognize the Juniors and Intermediates or quit 
business. I do not think that we should discriminate against any de- 
partment of our Young People’s work. If we continue it, and it seems 
to me if we are going to eliminate the Junior page and the Intermedi- 
ate work from our Young People’s paper we are doing them harm. I 
know that Mrs. Kitzmiller is interested as the General Junior Super- 
intendent of the Young People’s Christian Union, and if this Gen- 
eral Conference to-day takes action against this work, in not recog- 
nizing in our Young People’s paper, our boys and girls, it seems to me 
that we are doing injustice to them, and I beg of you, if this is to be 
the Watchword in favor of our Young People’s movement in the de- 
nomination of the United Brethren in Christ, that we recognize every 
department of the Young People’s work. 

Rev. H. S. Gapen, of Eastern Pennsylvania Conference. The 
thought of the committe was this, that in so far as the Young Peo- 
ple’s organ is concerned, as the organ the Watchword has the whole 
field, but here is the Sunday school, that the Watchword should not 
encrouch upon the field of the Sunday-school literature, so far as the 
Friend for Boys and Girls is concerned, upon the field of the Friend 
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in the Sunday school. Now, after hearing the eloquent addresses of 
these editors, this General Conference may perhaps conclude what 
an interesting time this committee had, and, so far as discriminating 
between these fields is concerned, the true field of operation is the Sun- 
day school. If I understand anything of the Young People’s work as 
an organization, it is as a board to carry out what has been wrought 
in the Sunday school. : 

Rev. W. H. Wasuincer, of Pennsylvania Conference. We tried to 
help them out a while ago, Mr. Chairman, but it went down. Quite 
a number of our Sunday schools are taking the Watchword in place 
of the Children’s Friend for that very reason. They take it more for 
the boys and girls in the Sunday school and for the young people, and 
we thought we would help you out, and I wish you might have voted 
- our way, but I think this General Conference had better settle it right 
here on the floor. It will help us in our work as well as help these 
editors to get together. 

Rev. W. D. Srrarron, of Michigan Conference. I am sure that, in 
our part of the Church, we want the Watchword to be just as it is, 
and to reach all the way from the Juniors to the Seniors. Then, we 
want the Friend for Boys and Girls to have a department for the little 
tots, to reach just as far as there is a child that can be called a child. 
Now I do not believe the way part of the Church believes. These edi- 
tors know their particular fields of work have overlapped each other 
a particle. I heard some one say that a man has a child’s spirit until 
he is ninety-nine years old, but if that is so, let the Friend be distinc- 
tively for the Sunday school and let the Watchword be distinctively 
for the Young People’s Society; but if the Sunday school wants to 
use the Watchword, let them do it. That is their prerogative. If any 
of our Young People’s societies want to use the Friend, let them have 
the prerogative of using it. Let these editors have a chance in their 
. publications. 

Rey. G. W. Suerrick, of Allegheny Conference. It seems to me 
that it becomes clearer and clearer to us that this is a matter very 
hard to decide. Now if you look over periodicals, will not this appear, 
that no periodical stays entirely in its own department, but that it 
emphasizes that department, and that is+the chief business of that 
paper. Then, it also crosses the line according to the judgment of 
the editor, and he stays in his field in the other departments in a sup- 
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plementary way. I do not believe that all the arguments that this 
General Conference can make will get anything out of this beyond 
that, and I think the matter should rest in the judgment of the editors 
of these papers. Now I voted for the striking out of that item con- 
cerning the Telescope, not because I wanted to cut this out of the 
Telescope, but because I believe that the editor should decide the 
question, should go down to the bottom of it; those who get letters 
from all over the Church, instructing them what to put in the Tele- 
scope, are the persons who ought to know about it, and settle what 
ought to go in the Telescope. I believe the same is true as to the 
Young People’s paper and the Sunday-school literature, and these 
men will study it and each will emphasize his department, and will 
supplement with the others in the make-up of his paper. I therefore, 
Mr. President, move that this item be stricken out, if there is no mo- 
tion in the way of that. 

Tue Preswpinc Bisnop. There is a motion to strike out this last 
half of it now pending. 
. Rev. G. W. SHerrick. I move to amend the motion by moving to 
strike out the whole item. . 

Seconded. 

Rey. H. R. Hess, of West Virginia Conference. I wish to say this, 
that the gospel of Christ is for the babe as well as for the matured 
man. They all receive it, and it is right that they should. There is 
food in the Telescope for the whole Church, and I find food in the 
Lessons for the Little Ones sometimes; and now to discriminate in 
regard to this matter which goes into the make-up of our literature, 
and say to the Sunday-school editor, You must not mention the 
Young People’s societies, and say to the editor of the Watchword, 
Say nothing about the Sunday school; or to the editor of the Sunday- 
school department, Say nothing about the older ones, young men or 
young women; and say to the editor of the Watchword, You must not 
say anything about the children; and then say to the editor of the 
Telescope, You talk to the men with beards; do not say anything to 
anybody else—I think this is pretty close directing or discriminating. 
The gospel of Jesus Christ is for us all, and we are what we are be- 
cause of obedience and the practice of it. I am what I am because I 
came up through the United Brethren Church and I read its literature,” 
from the smallest to the greatest, and I hope that these editors will be 
left with unbound hands. Let them go and labor. 
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Question called for. 

Dr. D. W. Sprivxiz, of East Ohio Conference. Now, Mr. Chair- 
man, I understand if this amendment prevails the Watchword will 
remain as it has been. Am I clear? 

Tue Presipinc BisHor. Clear. 

Dr. D. W. Sprivxie. And that is just what we want and let us vote. 

Voices. Question, question. 

Dr. D. W. Sprrvxie. Give me one chance; you have had all the 
chances. 

Tue Presipine Bisnop. Brother Sprinkle has the floor. 

Dr. D. W. Sprinkiz. This overlapping has been in the minds of 
many of these dear friends, and we are not going to get all these 
periodicals arranged so there will not be some overlapping. That is 
the great difficulty. I want it to remain just as it is, spicy, racy, 
good, grand, from the least department up to the highest. That is 
what it has been—good, grand, as all our periodicals are, and I want 
to stand by this grand paper as it’ has been and as this amendment 
now proposes, and now if you wish to vote, I do not object. 

Question called for. 

Rev. J. W. Scuorietp, of Ontario Conference. It seems to me that 
we have no problem to solve. These papers have commended them- 
selves to the. Church, both of them as they are, and that fact is 
demonstrated by the increased circulation. Therefore, leave them as 
they are. 

Dr. H. H. Four, of Miami Conference. I only wish to occupy a few 
moments of your time in which to say that there is not a particle of. 
personal friction between the editor of the Watchword and myself. 
[Dr. Funk. That is right.] There are not two closer personal friends 
on the floor of this Conference, yet I do want to say this, that one of 
the things that faces the Sunday-school world to-day, and one of the 
things that absorbs the attention and the thought of every Sunday- 
school council, is that of a definite plan of gradation in our work 
and in our literature, and I stand for that. I have endeavored to 
honor the instructions of the General Conference of four years ago 
respecting the field of the Children’s Friend. With a four-page sheet 
that never touched a folder, we had to compete with a sixteen-page 
illustrated paper at practically the same price for three years. The 
wonder is that the Friend under those circumstances had an existence 
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at the close of this period. With the beginning of the present year 
the paper was enlarged to eight*pages, and appropriately changed in 
name. From the date of the first issue in its new form and dress we 
have felt the tide rising in its circulation, and we are convinced that 
its future is now assured, if accorded its rightful field and place in 
our periodical literature. While the Watchword is designated as the 
organ of the Young People’s Christian U. nion, the fact remains that 
it gets its support from the Sunday schools, and that it enters this field 
a competitor to the Friend. At least 27,000 out of a circulation of 
35,000 go into the Sunday schools. Both papers have a field and a 
mission, and these should be mutually respected and honored. The 
case of the Telescope is very dissimilar. The Telescope belongs to the 
homes of our people, while the Watchword and Friend belong to dif- 
ferent departments of the Sunday school. Both being issued from the 
same Publishing House, and entering the various parts of the same 
great field, there should be no disparagement either as to cost of pro- 
duction or selling price. Then each will stand on its own merits. I 
am sure the editors will respect the rights of each other as to the field 
of the twc papers if submitted to them. There will be no conflict be- 
tween us. We are one in our work. 

Tue Preswine Bisnor. Are you ready to vote on the amendment 
to the amendment, which is to strike out this item and leave the 
papers as they are? 

Question called for. 

Tue Presipine Bisnor. AJ] favoring the amendment to the amend- 
ment indicate by uplifted hands. Contrary, like sign. It is agreed to. 

The assistant secretary read Item 5, as follows: 


Item 5. That an editor and associate editor be elected to edit the 


Sunday-school literature, and that they be required to furnish all 
matter for said periodicals. 


R. H. Bennert, of Neosho Conference. Can I ask for a little in- 


formation? “That they be required to furnish all matter for said 


periodicals.” Does it mean that we shall not be allowed to furnish 
any articles ? : 
Dr. Funk. You can if you want to. 
THE Presipine Bisuop. Will the chairman explain what he means? 
Rey. H. S. Gaset. Excuse me; I did not hear. 


R. H. Beyyerr. In Item 5 was that intended to be, “That they be 
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required to furnish all matter for said periodicals”? Does it have 
reference to paid matter ? 

Rev. H. 8S. Gaset. Yes. 

Tue Presiping Brsnop. Now I guess it is clear. Read the next 
item. 

The assistant secretary read Items 6 and 7 as follows: 


Item 6. That the periodical literature shall be improved, in its 
mechanical makeup, from time to time; but said improvement is to 

be determined by the business management. 
~ Item 7. That the gradation, substantially, of our Sunday-school 
helps be made in accord with the recommendations of the Sunday- 
School Editorial Association. 

In view of the foregoing gradation, we recommend the following: 

1. That the Picture Cards remain unchanged. 

2. That our Lessons for the Little Ones be so merged as to con- 
stitute our Junior Lesson Quarterly. 


R. H. Bennett, of Neosho Conference. I wish to ask the commit- 
tee whether they intended to call that the Junior Lesson Quarterly? 

Rev. H. S. Gasen. Yes, if it appears in’ italics, that is to be the 
“name. 

R. H. Bennett, of Neosho Conference. J move to strike out Junior 
Lesson Quarterly and leave it as it is. 

Dr. R. J. Wuits, of Erie Conference. I would like to ask this 
question. Does it propose to have another quarterly for the little 
ones? Will that quarterly be combined as the quarterlies are, or will 
we have leaves; and then in regard to the cost; I understand it now 
costs more than the intermediate quarterlies. Will the cost be made | 
to harmonize with the other quarterlies ? 

Dr. Funx. I desire to offer this amendment. Add for the word 
“quarterly,” at the end of this item, “and may be used as a quarterly 
or in lesson-leaf form.” 

R. H. Benner, of Neosho Conference. This leaves us without any 
chosen paper for those little fellows, as I understand it. I have tried 
to superintend a Sunday school for fifteen years in succession, and 
if the United Brethren have not a paper to sell me for those little fel- 
lows, I will get one some place else. I would rather send every man 
and woman home from Sunday school than to send those little people 
without a paper. If there is anything that is needed in the Sunday 
school, it is that lesson-help. You give them a quarterly that has this 
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matter in; they have nothing but a quarterly, and they must go home 
without any paper. I only say that if these people cannot afford them 
a paper, I will buy them one somewhere. My experience with the 
Sunday school is such that I cannot run it without that paper, or one 
slike it. I am not objecting to the matter of the quarterly alone. I 
do not think it is of very much use; the paper can easily cover it—l 
mean the chosen work of the quarterly, the lesson help—and still leave 
the impression that that is their Sunday-school paper, and they are 
as proud of it as we older ones ought to be of our other papers. I do 
not believe that the amendment that Brother Funk suggests will help 
us out. 

Dr. H. H. Four, of Miami Conference. If the chair pleases, I want 
to offer as an amendment to the amendment that, instead of merging, 
as this item suggests, the Lessons for Our Little Ones into the quar- 
terly know as Our Junior Quarterly, we publish a leaflet about the 
same in make-up and character as Our Lessons for the Little Ones, 
and, in order to conform to the item preceding this, that we accept 
the gradation of the Sunday-School Editorial Association, that we 
call that leaflet Lessons for Our Juniors, and let there be no con- 
fusion. Now I want to say that this quarterly was intended to be of 
the very same character of our Lessons for the Little Ones. The 
gradation is this: First, Primary, and this paper belongs to that 
class; then Juniors, which ‘represents what we have been pleased to 
call the Primary department, and Our Lessons for the Little Ones be- 
longs to that grade. Then the Intermediates, Seniors, and Advanced. ” 
That is the gradation, five grades, and I would offer that amendment 
to the amendment. 

Dr. Funk. I will accept that amendment, 

THe Presipine Bisor. Please write it out and pass it to the sec- 
retary. 

THe Presipinc Bisuor. Are you ready to vote on this amendment 
to the amendment? All favoring it indicate by uplifted hands. Con- 
trary, like sign. It is agreed. 

THe Prestpryg Bisnop. And that substitute does away with yours, 
Dr. Funk ? 

Dr. Funr. Yes. 

THE Preswine Bisuop. Are you ready to vote on the item as’ 


amended? All favoring it ‘indicate by uplifted hands. 


Contrary, 
same sign. It is agreed. 
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Dr. Funx. I will ask this question in regard to No. 5 in Item 7, 
that the Bible Teacher shall be named the Bible Students’ Magazine, 
and that it be sufficiently large as to admit of a teacher-training de- 
partment. Who is to determine that? That is quite an item when 
you come to putting in ten, fifteen, or twenty extra pages of the 
Bible Teacher. 

Dr. W. E. ScHELL, of East Nebraska Conference. Have we reached 
that item ? 

Tue Presipinc BisHop. We are in that series of items of which 
that is a part. Will thé secretary read from where he quit reading 
a moment ago ? = 

Secretary Schaeffer read as follows: 


3. That our Intermediate Lesson Quarterly remain unchanged in 
name and character. 
4. That our Bible Lesson Quarterly be named our Senior Lesson 


Quarterly. 

5. That the Bible Teacher shall be named The Bible Students’ 
Magazine, and that it be sufficiently large as to admit of a Teachers’ 
Training Department; and that the General Sunday-School Secre- 
tary shall have access to these pages with the best methods of Sunday- 
school work. 


Pror. E. S. Lorenz. I would like to ask what the considerations 
were in favor of the change of the name of Our Bible Teacher. One 
of the greatest assets of our magazine is its name. If you could per- 
suade the Ladies’ Home Journal, for instance, to drop its name, so 
you might take it, it would be worth $500,000. The Bible Teacher has 
been known in this Church for how many generations, for how many 
years? A great many of them, ever since I was so high [indicating 
with hand]. I do not believe, unless there are serious considerations, 
which do not occur to me, and which may-exist, and I think they do 
not, that we ought to change this name and lose sight of these asso- 
ciations with this name. If there are such serious considerations I 
would like to know them, so that I may vote intelligently. 

T. G. Spaneier, of Eastern Pennsylvania Conference. I move you, 
sir, that, in Item No. 5, we amend by striking out the words in the 
second line, “and that it be sufficiently large to admit of a teacher- 
training department.” 


Seconded. 
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’ Rey. G. W. Suerricr, of Allegheny Conference. i move to amend 
the amendment by inserting after the word “large,” in the second line, 


“at the discretion of the trustees and editor of the Printing Estab- 
lishment.” 

Seconded. 

Rey. G. W. Suerrick. I beg your pardon; J meant to say Agent, at 
the discretion of the Trustees and Agent of the Publishing House. 

Rev. J. E. SHannon, of White River Conference. I move to strike 
’ out the entire item. 

Seconded. 

Tue Presipinc BisHop. The amendment to the amendment is to 
strike out Item No. 5, sub-item No. 5 of Item No. 7. 

Rey. H. S. Gasper. We of the committee felt that this item was 
providing for one of the necessities of to-day. We need just such a 
department for such work, something that will aid our teachers in 
preparing their work. 

Rey. S. S: Houenu, of Allegheny Conference. I think if you will 
strike this whole item out, it will leave it just where we want it, be- 
cause the editor and the publisher will want to do just what is best, 
and that is where we will leave it, in their hands. It will appear to 
them that we want something in that line. I am sure they will take 
care of it. I favor the striking of it all out. 

Coronet Roserr Cowbrn. For more than a quarter of a century I 
have been going up and down this Church, as you all know, insisting 
upon a higher preparation of our Sunday-school teachers for their 
work, and the Sunday-School Board, as the bishop in the chair knows, 
and many of you know, has been asking for this, for just what this 
item asks, that there be space given in the Bible Teacher for a de- 
partment of normal instruction by some one, and just as persistently 
the Publishing Agent has always refused to permit it, and I have no 
reason to believe now that Dr. Funk will be any different. I think 
that the Church wants just what this item asks for. That is my 
private opinion. I do not want to consume your time with argument. 

Dr. Funk. I am a man willing to stand on my feet and represent 
myself, and I am glad to say here to-day that I never opposed the 
Sunday-School Board furnishing in this magazine anything they 
wanted to put in. The only thing that I ever opposed in connection 
with that was that the Sunday-School Board and the Secretary should 
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do not get it circulated largely because of the cost of it, and now you 
may run it up to a higher price. We do not care if the matter is in 
there, it will be taken by less people, and there will be more money 
lost. I mean to vote down the substitute and strike out the whole 
thing, and I believe it will be an advantage, and these Sunday-school 
editors will bring out what we need as it is. 

Rev. J. S. Kennan, of East Ohio Conference. I am in favor of 
this substitute. I really think that the way to meet the loss in this de- 
partment is to give the Church something that they want. We have 
tried a long time with the Bible Teacher in its present condition, and 
there is no use to continue at a loss. The thing to do is to get at it, 
and give us something that we really need to cause the people to take 
it. We have got to get something that the people want if we are go- 
ing to sell it, and we have had the Bible Teacher for years in its pres- 
ent condition, and the experience of the publisher is that they do not 
want it, and now our idea is to give up to the Sunday-School Secre- 
tary’s idea and try it for one quadrennium. 

Rev. J. B. Connert, of Lower Wabash Conference. I simply want 
to ask whether Dr. Macklin’s substitute is the new name or the old 
name. 

Dr. G. P. Mackin. The Bible Teacher. 

- Mrs. Heten Gouxp, of Minnesota Conference. I do not wish to 
find any fault with the editors or publisher, but I will say this, I 
think if about nine-tenths of the advertisements were left out it 
would give more room for the printing of helps for our teachers. 

W. A. Lutz, of Pennsylvania Conference. Will Dr. Funk allow a 
question ? 

Dr. Funk. I will allow a question. I do not know whether I can 
answer it. , 

W. A. Lurz. I would like to know the business side before I can 
vote intelligently. I would like to know how much of a loss this would 
be more than we are losing now, then I want to say something else. 

Dr. Funk. I must guess, Mr. Chairman. 

W. A. Lurz. Tell us what it is now. 

Dr. Funk. You are just about even on the Bible Teacher, possibly 
$300 or $400 of a loss on the Bible Teacher. 

W. A. Lurz. Annually ? 

Dr. Funk. Annually, and this would increase the size of it about 
one-third. 
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W. A. Lutz. And that would make the loss at the present circula- 
tion how much ? : 

Dr. Funk. I cannot tell on that basis. This would be almost all 
loss, you know, unless you got more subscribers. If the brother is 
right, why there would not be any loss. 

W. A. Lutz. Now if the chair please, the thought that comes to us 
is, can we afford to give our Sunday school anything better than we 
have now? I was superintendent for a good many years, and I faced. 
the same difficulty that every Sunday-school superintendent has faced. 
Our Sunday-school teachers are not supplied with the proper reading- 
matter that they should have to help them to teach the Sunday-school 
lessons efficiently. Now a good many of our Sunday schools are g0- 
ing elsewhere to get just what we want to do, and I believe it would 
_ be money well spent, and I believe that the circulation of that periodi- 
cal would be increased if we make it better. I know one Sunday 
school that would take it that is not taking it now, that is taking 
something else. I know that much isa fact. A brother says, Take the 
Sunday School Times. That is not the thing to do; we want to take 
our own literature. Let us make it better than anybody else’s, and I 
believe we will support it. ; : : 

Bishop Krpnarr. I believe this, brethren, that the substitute that 
is now pending is about the thing we want. I am sure of this. It has 
been well said here that one difficulty with the Bible Teacher is that it 
is strictly commentary. Now, if you could put into it something that 
would aid the teacher, it will certainly increase the circulation of 
your paper, and it will also largely meet the difficulty that is largely 
felt among teachers in our Sabbath schools to-day. As you know, 
I have been over this Church from one end to the other, backward and 
forward, for the past twenty-four years, and I am sure that one reason 
‘why your Bible Teacher does not have a larger circulation is just be- 
cause it don’t have in it—no, I will not put it that way, because I have 
long since learned that some people want some things they do not 
need—but the thing that the teacher needs, put that in, and I believe 
your paper, or your substitute, will do that. 

Dr. Funk. I would like to say to the Conference that, with the edi- 
tor, we can do this very nicely, providing that the teachers are willing 


that we do away with the expensive cover that goes.on the Bible - 
Teacher. 
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Rev. A: R. Ayers, of Pennsylvania Conference. I am sure we want 
the magazine improved. We want a teacher-training department, and 
if the magazine does not pay, we will so advertise it as to make it pay. 
I feel a little like the man who wanted to sell a washing-machine. He 
was trying to sell washing-machines, and they would not sell, so he 
came to the conclusion that he would have to advertise better, and he 
placed a $12,000 advertisement in one of the leading magazines of this 
country, and he sold eight thousand machines right afterwards. I am 
in favor of improving the magazine. Increase the advertising and 
sell the article is the need of the Church to-day. Better training for 
our Sunday-school teachers. Let us have the magazine. 

The substitute of Dr. Macklin was then agreed to. 

Mrs. Martie Sroner, of Northwest Kansas Conference. I would 
like to introduce a resolution. 


Resolved, That it is our sincere belief that many of the advertise- 
ments now found in our Church literature are injurious to the spirit- 
ual tone and circulation of said literature, and we recommend that 
all questionable or worldly advertisements be eliminated from said 
publications. 

E. R. BaBer. 
Mrs. Mary Mean. 
: Mrs. Marriz STONER. 

The resolution was lost. 


The assistant secretary read Item 8, as follows: 

Item 8. That the Search Light be turned over to the Publishing 
House, with the understanding that the editorial work be assumed 
by the Foreign Missionary Society. 

Dr. Funk. I would like to insert before the word “editorial” two 
words, “the cost” of editorial work be assumed by the Foreign Mis- 
sionary Society. 

Seconded by Rev. L. W. Stahl. 

Rev. J. T. Rozerts, of White River Conference. I would like to 
ask whether we can have anything to do with this; that is, the General 
Conference. This periodical, I believe, has never been ordered by the 
General Conference, and if we have nothing to do with it, I move 
that this item be stricken out. 

Seconded. 

Dr. Funk. I think that four years ago this General Conference 
took action on this paper and decided to continue it. 
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Rev. J. T. Roserrs. I think I saw a statement from Dr. Funk, 
some time ago, that we had nothing to do with the Search Light. 

Dr. Funk. The Publishing House has not. 

Rev. J. T. Roperts. It has never been ordered by the General 
‘Conference, and has never been so considered. It is an independent 
periodical. 

Rev. G. W. Suerrick, of Allegheny Conference. I would like to 
eall attention that this is what this item contemplates, that this Search 
Light be turned over to the Publishing House, and if they never had 
anything to do with it before that, they do it now and take their re- 
- sponsibility as publishers. The missionary fund pays the expense of 
printing; it comes under administrative expense. It seems to me 
that this item is just exactly what we want: Let the Publishing House ~ 
do the publishing and let the Missionary Society pay its legitimate 
expense. 

S. E. Kumuzr, of Miami Conference. I would like to offer a sub- 
stitute that the Search Light be discontinued. 

Seconded. / 

This substitute was lost. 

The item was not stricken out. 

Dr. Funk. My amendment, Mr. Chairman, was that we insert two 
words, “cost of,” before the word “editorial” in the second line, mak- 
ing it read, “with the understanding that the cost of editorial work 
be assumed by the Foreign Missionary Society.” 

R. H. Bennett, of Neosho Conference. I only want to ask whether, 
if this is adopted in this way, that the cost of printing and other work 
will not be charged to the Publishing House, and not taken from the 
Missionary Society. Isn’t that the effect ? 

Tue Preswine Bisor. That is a fact. If the Publishing House 
assumes its publication, they will be responsible for its expense, except 
the editorial work. That will fall, possibly, to the Foreign Missionary 
Secretary. 

Rey. Gro. P. Hort, of Virginia Conference. Who will then be re- 
sponsible for the choice of editorials, the Publishing House Board, 
the Missionary Board, or the Genera] Conference ? 

Rev. L. W. Sraut, of Allegheny Conference. The Missionary So- 


ciety Secretary will likely have the work to do, and very likely the 
Publishing House Board. ee 
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Dr. G. P. Mackin, of Miami Conference. Will this include the 
Home Missionary Society, if we have a Home Missionary Society, 
this magazine? 

Tue Presipine BisHop. Well, if you will look at the item, you will 
see how it stands. 

Dr. Funk. It says foreign. ; 

Dr. G. P. Mackin. It says Foreign Missionary Society. If this 
is adopted and you adopt a plan for the Home Missionary Society, it 
would have nothing to do with the editorial work. 

Dr. Func. I think the thought of those of us who have been con- 
nected with the work of the Missionary Society, and directly with the 
work of the Publishing House, from our standpoint, has simply been 
this, that the Search Light has been a foreign missionary paper pure 
and simple. While it has been conducted under the vote of the last 
General Conference, and conducted during this quadrennium, it has 
been with a view to giving missionary news to the Church, foreign 
missionary news, I mean to say; hence I have not thought of the 
Home Missionary Society doing anything along this line. Indeed, I 
did not think they would want to assume any expense in this line. It 
seems to me that this magazine ought to be purely in the interest of 
the foreign missionary work, hence the recommendation of the com- 
mittee here meets my approval, I am sure. Some one has asked me 
right here, and while I am on my feet I might answer the question, 
where will the subscriptions go? The answer simply is, to the Pub- 
lishing House. The Missionary Society furnishes the editorial matter, 
the Publishing House assumes the business management. 

Dr. D. R. Minter, of Sandusky Conference. The amendment that 
was put in by Dr. Funk brings to us a very vital question that was 
provided for previous to that, that is now to be looked after, in my 
mind in the original, providing that the editorials be furnished by the 
Foreign Missionary Society. The amendment that was submitted by 
Dr. Funk provided that the Foreign Missionary Society shall be re- 
sponsible for the expense incurred in its editorial work, but leaves an 
open question as to who shall be responsible for the editorial work. 

Dr. Funx. The Missionary Society in my mind, Dr. Miller. 

Dr. D. R. Mituer. I know that it was in your mind, but the word- 
ing will not admit of that. It leaves the question open. My motion is 
that the Foreign Missionary Society furnish the editor. 

Seconded. 
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Dr. W. O. Fries, of Sandusky Conference. What I wish to say is 
this, that I believe if we have a missionary paper or journal, it ought 
to be thoroughly missionary, and there are people in our Church who 
ought to have missionary news from the home field as well as from 
the foreign. There are people who have refused to take the Search 
Inght because it is so thoroughly devoted to foreign missions. Now 
I would like to see a bright missionary paper issued by this denomina- 
tion, in which all the people of our Church would get missionary in- 
formation both concerning the home field and foreign field, purely a 
missionary paper, and because of that I think that we ought to insert 
the words “Home and Foreign Missionary Societies,” so that we may 
have news from both societies. 

THe Presipinc Bisuop. Wait until we get rid of some of these 
amendments, and then make your motion. 

Dr. Birrman, of Eastern Pennsylvania Conference. I believe it 
will be an advantage if we say that the editorial work and the cost 
thereof be assumed. 

Dr. Funk. Very well; I will accept that. 

Tue Presipine Bisnop. State it again, Brother Bierman; the sec- 
retary did not get it. 

Dr. Bierman. That the editorial work and the cost thereof be as- 
sumed. 

Rey. A. R. Ayers, of Pennsylvania Conference. I will call your at- 
tention to the minutes of the last General Conference that I stood in 
defense of this periodical when it was losing money. Has it been los- 
ing money during all this quadrennium? Can any one answer? 

Dr. G. P. Mackin. Yes, $2,000. « 

Rey. A. R. Ayres. If it has not-been possible to make it pay for 
its publication, I stand ready now to say that we drop this periodical 
and allow more of the missionary interests to come through the 
Telescope. 

Tue Presipine Bisnor. That has already been voted on and voted 
down. You cannot make the motion at this time. Now the amend- 
ment offered by Dr. Bierman is before you. Are you ready to vote? 

It was adopted. 

THE Presipinc Bisuop. Now do you wish to make that amendment 

‘to include the home missions, Brother Fries? 

Dr. W. O. Fries. I would so move. 

Seconded. 
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Tue Presipina BisHop. Now how will that read when you insert it? 

Dr. W. O. Frirs. That the Search Light be turned over to the 
Publishing House, with the understanding that the editorial and cost 
thereof be assumed by the Home and Foreign Missionary Societies. 

BisHor Marusws. May I inquire whether it is the understanding 
of the Conference that there be a severing-of these two interests, and 
a secretary representing each one, that there would be two editors ? 

Dr. Funx. Sure. 

Bishop Maturws. My experience has been that one head with an 
assistant is very much better than two. You cannot have two editors 
who will harmonize very well. 

J. H. Ruesusu, of Virginia Conference. Has the editorial work 
cost anything during the last four years? Did the secretary furnish 
it free to the society? You have an editorial department costing noth- 
ing, and now you are going to furnish an editor. Is there any need to 
pay for editorial work? 7 

Tue Presipinc BisHop. Simply the time of that portion of his sal- 
ary, and that is all that is proposed this will cost, if I understand it. 

Dr. Funk. May I answer that question in this way, that the Mis- 
sionary Society has been furnishing the editor and the magazine both. 
Now the question of cost, if I may be allowed this word, if this maga- 
zine comes to the Publishing House, I hope it will be changed in name 
and changed in item of expense, and I believe that before the quad- 
rennium is over that it will be on a paying basis. 

Rey. J. A. F. Kiva, of Northern Illinois Conference. I move that 
the name of this paper be called the Missionary Search Inght. 

Tue Presipinc Bisuop. You had better take time to consider the’ 
name. 

The amendment offered by Dr. Funk was agreed to, and the item as 
amended was adopted. 

The assistant secretary then read Item 9 as follows: 


Item 9. That the United Brethren Review as a Church periodical 
be discontinued. 


Dr. Funk. I move you that this item be stricken out. 


Seconded. 
Tue Presipine Bisuor. All in favor indicate it by uplifted hands. 


Contrary, same sign. 
It was stricken out. 


459 


; TWENTY-FOURTH GENERAL CONFERENCE 


The assistant secretary read Item 10, as follows: 


Item 10. That $500 annually be given to the Ohio German Con- 
ference to assist them in the publication of their literature. 


This was agreed to. 

Rev. H. 8. Gasper. Let me add another item to that report, to be 
known as No. 15: 

That it be obligatory upon every minister of the Church to settle 
his account with the Publishing House before the close of the fiscal 
year, April 1. 

Rev. H. S. Gaset. This was overlooked by the committee. I ask 
to have that as Item No. 15 of the report. 

This item was agreed to. 

Pror. E. S. Lorenz, of Miami Conference. I would like to suggest 
another item to the report, if I may at this time. 


Item 12. That the retail book-store be continued during the coming 
quadrennium, due diligence being taken to reduce the miscellaneous 
stock in a judicious way and to keep the purchases of such stock down 
to the actual requirements of the local and church trade. 

E. S. Lorenz. 
Gro. P. Hort. 


Tue Presipine Bisnor. This item is before you. Are there any re- 
marks ? 

Pror. E. 8. Lorenz. I should be derelict in my duty to my confer- 
ence and to the city which I represent to-day if I did not introduce 
this resolution, and I should almost be afraid to go back to Dayton 
having made no effort to bring this resolution before the Conference. 
I want to say to you, Mr. Chairman, that no one in this house, I 
think no one in this Conference, understands better the burdens that 
are upon our brother who has charge of this Publishing House than 
I do. I have met him in the morning, after a sleepless night, when I 
have been sorry for him from the depths of my heart because of the 
burdens that were upon him. IT want to say that, personally, in spite 
of the little joking and blustering between Dr. Funk and me, we are the 
very best of friends [Dr. Funk. Sure], and that there is no personal- 
ity in our talking, but simply two men each with his own thoughts 
and each willing that the other should think his own thoughts. [Dr. 
Funk. Agreed.] You know that element is entirely eliminated. Now 
to come to the business in hand. I want to say that I know Brother 
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Funk has given this a great deal of anxious thought, but I think he 
eameé to the wrong conclusion. He thinks he did not. Now I want to 
tell you why I think so. In the first place, brethren and sisters, the 
book-store of the Publishing House is a moral force. Thirty odd 
years ago I first became connected with that book-store, and I have 
been in more or less close contact with it ever since, as clerk, shipping 
clerk, musical editor, and what not, and of later years as one of the 
eustomers of the House, in daily contact with the business of the 
whole House. I think I am nct entirely arrogant when I suggest here 
that I have a right to say a few words here on this question. I again 
repeat that the book-store is a moral force. Thirty or more years ago 
there were two publishing houses in Dayton, the United Brethren 
Publishing House, with a particularly favorable location, with two 
churches in Dayton, and the other the Christian Publishing House, 
in a very much poorer location, where they could not have a book- 
‘store, with one church. To-day we have fifteen United Brethren 
ehurches in Dayton and the Christian denomination has only one 
church. Now I am not so big a fool as to say that the book-store has 
been the occasion of the growth of thirteen churches in Dayton, but 
I am convinced that the book-store has been one of the strong features 
that made such growth in our denomination in that city possible. I 
am here to say, brethren, that the United Brethren Book-Store has been 
the one thing that has been emphasized to the people of Dayton. The 
Christian denomination had employees in their press-room, employees 
in their bindery, employees in their compositors’ room just as 
the United Brethren Publishing House, but the United Breth- 
ren Book-Store stood there year in and year out as the one great book- 
store of Dayton, and to say “U. B.” meant the United Brethren Book- 
Store. Further, when the word was sent out that a man was working 
for the United Brethren Publishing House, the thought immediately 
was the book-store, although he might have been in some other: part 
of the House, and so when there was any intellectual work or religious 
work in that whole community, it went back to the book-store. 

-I remember the time when Dr. Lanthurn was at the head of the 
book-store, and the intellectual men of the city of Dayton came to Dr. 
Lanthurn constantly for advice in regard to literary matters, and his 
statement in regard to literary, musical, and artistic matters was im- 
pressed upon the whole community in Dayton. I remember the time 
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when he went to his reward in heaven, and Prof. KE. L. Shuey came 
into that place; and he, as a college professor, a graduate of college, 
a man of knowledge, and an intelligent student, soon had a place in 
that community. He became a member of the Board of Library 
Trustees, and president of the Y. M. C. A., and in every way the head 
of the book-store was a prominent force in that city for religious pur- 
poses, intellectual purposes, and all other purposes of that kind. 
When Mr. Shuey went out, a few years ago, Dr. Miller came. Dr. 
Miller again became an intellectual and even political force in the city 
of Dayton because of his prominence in that book-store, and when 
increasing age came on, and made it wise for him to leave that work, 
Mr. Clippinger came in. Mr. Clippinger in turn took a commanding 
position, and, although a very young man, just out of the Seminary, 
he is to-day the president of the Sunday-School Association of our ~ 
county. He was at the head of the religious census of our city. He 
is to-day a man to whom men go for advice in regard to many mat- 
ters affecting the churches of the city of Dayton. I think that I have 
already made it clear that, whatever financial considerations may 
come in, that, as a moral force, as an intellectual force, as the only 
book-store in Dayton that can be called a book-store, the affections of 
the citizens of Dayton cluster about the book-store, and they will feel, 
if it is suspended, that they have lost a vital part of the city. You 
will understand why, then, that when the report went out that the 
Trustees and Agent had decided to suspend the book-store, that there 
was a wail and almost a howl of indignation in our city over such an 
action on the part of this Church. Now, my friends, I know it will 
be said on the other side that, while the citizens of Dayton honor the 
book-store and think a good deal of the book-store, they have not pat- 
ronized it as fully as they might. - Well, that may be possible. Where 
is the book-store that is patronized as it ought to be? The intelligent 
thought of our land is not so bountifully powerful that book-stores 
anywhere are doing the work they ought to do, and I want to say that, 
on this moral side, this is a dangerous thing to do. Why? Because 
we are depending for the success of that great structure, that elegant 
office-building, the picture of which stands before you, upon the good 
will of the people of Dayton. Let the word go out that the Church . 
of the United Brethren in Christ do not care whether they have the 
book-store, or whether their interests are served; let the word go out 
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that the paltry loss of $700, that the apparent loss of $700, has turned 
this Church away from the city of Dayton, and I want to say to you 
that the six, seven, and eight stories that are still empty in that build- 
ing may wait quite a while before they are filled. You can afford to 
go very slowly along that line; and I want to say to you further—I 
know what I am talking about; I am not talking sheer wind, nor am I 
threshing a man of straw—I meet men, and men talk to me as they 
very naturally refuse to talk to Dr. Funk, and I do know, and I know 
well, that if that book-store is taken away on such a paltry excuse, 
that the job department of the Publishing House will also suffer in its 
custom. You have got a proposition of $307,000 there. Do-you pro- 
pose, in the face of such a burden as that—and may God help, I pray 
it earnestly, may God help our dear Brother Funk to lift that burden 
with strength and with wisdom and with success—but I say that, in 
the face of such a debt, to come to this Conference and propose to 
slap the city of Dayton in the face, you are digging at the very foun- 
dation of the possible success of that office-building in which you take 
pride, and you are complicating and increasing many fold the burden 
that is upon our brother, already too large for the nervous system of 
any one man. I am here to-day to plead not only for the book-store, but 
I come to plead for our brother himself, that his burden be not in- 
creased by this unfortunate action of discontinuing this book-store. 
Now, Mr. Chairman, I do not know whether my time is up, but I 
would like to make some more remarks. 

Tue Preswwine BisHor. Will you hear him? 

Voices. Hear, hear. 

Pror. E. S. Lorenz. I want to say this, there is bookkeeping and 
bookkeeping, and reports made to the Agent, and reports made to the 
manager of any business, and any business will largely depend upon 
that bookkeeper. J am not here to inveigh against the bookkeeping of 
the Publishing House; far from it. I cast no shadow upon it this 
morning, not the faintest shadow. I want to say that, when the Agent 
reports a loss of seven hundred and seventy odd dollars, that the loss 
depends upon what proportion of the fixed expenses are charged up 
to the book-store. If you reduce the per cent. of fixed expenses charged 
against the book-store you can decrease that loss until it absolutely 
vanishes, and if it pleased the executive committee and the Agent 
to increase the per cent. of the proportion of the book-store in the 
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charges made against it, you can heap up the apparent loss. What-are 
‘the facts? The facts are that the book-store has furnished to the 
general expense of the whole business not less than $2,500, and, it may 
be, $3,500; and I want to say further that if you discontinue the book- 
store you simply take away $3,500 of that contribution to the general 
expense of the Publishing House. That will not be offset by rent. 
You can rent the room now occupied by the book-store for $2,500, but 
you will spend $25,000 to readjust things so you can rent it for $2,500. 
You will have to readjust the hall entrance and elevator service, and 
other changes, until our friend, the Hebrew who now occupies the 
corner store-room, can use the space that we ask for our book-store 
for the use of this Church and for the use of the city. Further, when — 
you remember the contribution the book-store has made to the salary 
of the Agent, to the salaries of those bookkeepers, to the expense of the 
building, and other expenses, then the store has only a loss one year of 
$700. Last year the gain was over $4,000. The average gain for two 
years, therefore, was about $1,800 or thereabouts. I am wrong in that, 
$1,600, so you see in the two years the book-store paid its share.of the 
general expense. The general expense will go on whether you have 
a book-store or not, almost every dollar of it, and the store paid that 
share of the general expense that will come out of your profits if it is 
discontinued, although it made an average of $1,600 profit, taking the 
two last years together. 

Now this resolution provides that the miscellaneous stock which, 
after all, is the crux to the whole situation, shall be reduced gradually. 
If you reduce it by sheer force you are going to lose more money in 
one year than the book-store now loses in five years, ten years I might 
almost say; but if this book-store remains four years longer, and it 
is managed and watched as it ought to be—and I do not want to re- 
flect one word on our dear Brother Funk; I do not want to say that 
he has in any way been derelict in his duty. [Dr. Funk. Go ahead, 
Mr. Lorenz.] A man cannot watch five books here and twenty books 
there. I am in business myself. J say to my son, the cashier, down- 
stairs, you look after that, and he does it, and I do not know much 
about it. If Dr. Funk will say to Brother Clippinger and Brother 
Quinius, No more buying of one hundred lots when we can only sell . 
ninety, no more buying in fifty lots when we are not sure of selling 
more than thirty, and if you have not a book in stock, order it, after . 
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_you have the order in hand, I believe, and I think I speak from expe- 
rience of other book-sellers, that there is not only a chance of recoup- 
ing the loss of last year, but of gaining a great deal more. Mr. Chair- 
man, I thank you and the Conference for this extended time. 

Rev. W. Z. Roserts, of Sandusky Conference. I move we do now 
adjourn. 

Seconded. 

Dr. Funx. If the General Conference wants my reasons for the 
recommendation I shall be glad to give them. 

Tue Presipine BisHop. Opportunity will be given this afternoon 
to you. 

Dr. Funx. I would like to bring the figures before the body. 

Tue Presipine Bishop. The committee called for by the resolution 
of Brother Drury on constitutional legislation is as follows: J. C. 
Myers, R. H. Bennett, Mark Keppel, S. F. Huber, S. W. Lott. The 
bishops have consulted on the question raised by Dr. Schell, and have 
this to announce touching the validity of Bishop Mathews’s functions 
of the Church: 


We, as bishops of the Church of the United Brethren in Christ, de- 
cide that Bishop Mathews has full power to act in every respect as any 
other member of the Board of Bishops. 

N. Castte. 


EK. B. Kepuart. 
J.S. Mitts. . 


The Committee on Devotions announced that Colonel Cowden 
would conduct the devotional services in the afternoon. 

Rev. H. C. Suarrer, of Oregon Conference. We want the report of 
the Committee on Moral Reform to go to the printer. We have been 
trying to present it. : 

Tue Presipine BisHop. All right, it goes to the printer. 

Announcements were made of meetings of committees. 

The motion to adjourn prevailed, with benediction by Dr. Sprinkle. 
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SEVENTH DAY—AFTERNOON SESSION. 


Tuurspay, May 18, 1905, 2:00 P. m. 

Bishop Castle called the Conference to order. 

Colonel Cowden conducted the devotional services, and E. C. Avis 
had charge of the music. Song No. 62, “Wonderful Words of Life,” 
was followed by the reading of the fourth chapter of II. Corinthians, 
after which Rev. C. A. Thorne, of Northern Illinois Conference, led 
in prayer. The devotional services closed with the first two and last 
verses of Song No..191, “No, Not One.” 

THE Presipine Bishop. The Conference will now come to order. 

At this point Bishop Castle explained that, on account of the pro- 
gram which he had on Monday afternoon, when he presided, becoming 
folded at the top, he did not notice that it provided that Bishop 
Mathews would preside at the memorial service, and for that reason, 
he, being the presiding officer, had gone ahead and presided during 
those services, but he was sorry that it had so occurred, and felt it his 
duty to explain how it happened. 

THE Preswine Bisuop. I believe the question before adjournment 
was the amendment which is to be Item 12. It is before you now. 
Anything further to be said upon it, or are you ready to vote? I want 
this further word, if you please. I hope you will, out of deference to 
me, make it as easy as you can for me to preside, and therefore, when _ 
you rise, if I cannot recognize you at once, call your name and con- 
ference. 

Rey. L. W. Srauu, of Allegheny Conference. We would like to 
hear Dr. Funk on this proposition before we vote it. 

Dr. R. J. Wuire. I call for the reading of the amendment, 

‘Secretary Snyder read as follows: 


That the retail book-store be continued during the coming quad- 
rennium, due diligence being taken to reduce the miscellaneous stock 


ina judicious way, and to keep the purchase of such stock down to the 
actual requirements of the local and church trade. 


Dr. Funk. Mr. Chairman and members of the Conference: I rise 
now to speak to you on a subject that has been the burden of my life 
for the past eight years, and I want first of all to divorce from the 
discussion of the question every personal element in it. For seven 
years out of the eight that I have stood as your Publishing Agent I 
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have favored the continuance of the United Brethren Book-Store, even 
under the most adverse circumstances surrounding it. 

The first contest that I met after entering upon the duties of this 
office was the contest to close the United Brethren Book-Store, and 
for seven years I stood against, it, with the hope in my heart that, by 
some means or other, it might be brought to the place where it could 
be profitably conducted. In these seven years we changed tactics from 

one thing to another, trying one method and then another, until the 
last one has been tried, as far as I know, and when I reached :that 
point, I said to the Board of Trustees without any emotion in my 
heart, “The time has come for me to say to you that I cannot manage 
the United Brethren Book-Store on a basis of profit to the Church 
that owns it.” 

My most excellent friend who made this motion, and whose intense 
spirit goes out to you to-day for the continuance of this book-store, 
has not been more intent than myself up to this present year. The 
only difference between the brother and myself is that I have had to 
do with it absolutely, and hence know when I have enough, and so 
am now ready to quit. This is purely a business statement. I am 
sure if Brother Lorenz had stood where I have stood in the past eight 
years, he, too, unless he should have had keener insight, which I grant 
you; but with the same knowledge and ability he, too, would have 
come to the same position that I occupy to-day. I am glad that he 
has acquitted himself so well before this General Conference on this 
question. I am glad that he feels safe now to go back to Dayton. 
[Mr. Lorenz. I want you to be safe, too.] As far as I am concerned, 
I shall be safe in the city of Dayton whether you vote up or vote down 
this proposition. I fought a battle for my citizenship in the city of 
Dayton, Ohio, about eight years ago, when, as a timid young man— 
and I am not very old yet, only eight years older—I went into that 
city almost an absolute stranger. I knew my friend, Mr. Lorenz, and 
a few more people. I entered that city—and I am saying to-day what 
I never expected to say in my life, but I am forced to say it by the 
conditions that surround me—I had but one object, and I trust before 
I take my seat that the object will be plain. I entered that city with 
every daily paper pitted against me, with as many business men as 
possible crying out against me, with church organizations ready to 
say that they would not patronize the House because I was there; 


467 


TWENTY-FOURTH GENERAL CONFERENCE 


~ 


with men saying things in the city of Dayton who ought to have been 
kind enough to know that I was pretty near crushed as it was. God 
was with me, and without fear or favor, and I leave my record with 
you in these eight years. I have tried to be the Publishing Agent of 
the Church of the United Brethren in Christ, and not of the city of 
Dayton, Ohio. 

Furthermore, Mr. Chairman, in the discussion of this question to- 
day, it has been said to me that I must be careful as to my attitude, 
and I was told after adjournment to-day that my popularity as a citi- 
zen of the city of Dayton was in danger under this condition. I want 
to say to you, dear friends, that if it is a question of a boycott, I 
stand. If it be a question of honesty of PuEROn I leave that with this 
General Conference. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, no one can pay a higher tribute to the citizen- 
ship of Dayton, Ohio, than myself. Coming as I did with sentiment 
against me on every hand, and with the prophecy of failure on every 
hand, to-day I have the comfort of knowing that I have quite a good 
many friends among the solid and responsible and noble citizenship 
of the city of Dayton. And I want to say further that I delight to be 
a citizen of the city of Dayton, because I think it one of the best cities 
in the United States of America, and no one, not even my good friend 
Mr. Lorenz, can make me believe to-day that that institution, to which 
I would gladly give my life if it were necessary that it might succeed, 
that that institution is in danger because the United Brethren Church 
refuses to conduct a little retail book-store in the city of Dayton. I 
have a higher conception of the citizenship of that magnificent city 
than that. 

Now I want to keep myself right to the point ond reply to the 
speech made here to-day, and if any of my brethren find me going out- 
side of it, I hope they will gladly call me to order, and I will take it as 
a favor. It is useless for me to eulogize the city. It is useless for me 
to say that in the eight years I have been there the United Brethren 
Church has done as much for the city of Dayton as any other firm or 
firms, except one, in the city of Dayton in the way of beautifying the 
city, in strengthening the city, in advertising the city, in making that 
city what it is to-day, one of the most beautiful upon this continent.. 
And is it true that, after the expenditure of over four hundred thou- . 
sand dollars, nearly five hundred thousand dollars, in the interest of 
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the United Brethren Publishing House in the city of Dayton, is it 
true, my brethren, and do you believe that the citizenship of that mag- 
nificent city would do the thing that has been said here to- oes I do 
not. I cannot believe it. 

But I turn away from that side of the question, and I will take up 
simply the figures in connection with this institution, and first deter- 
mine—I thought I had my ledger here, my department ledger, cover- 
ing the full eight years of my administration, but when I went to my 
room I found I only had the ledger for the last six years, known to us 
as the new department ledger. This is the real book, and the figures 
are here for any member of the United Brethren Church to inspect. 
I shall take my figures only, therefore, Mr. Chairman, from this book, 
for the past six years. 

In the first place I want to say that the gains—I cannot call them 
profits, and I will tell you why when I come to a careful analysis of it, 
although in the report they show as profits; I will tell you why they 
are not profits before I am through with the statement. The gains, 
known as profits, taken for the four years out of the six, for only four 
years out of the six had profits, were $10,061.89, if I have added this 
correctly, and I did what I have done since the adjournment of the 
session, and these figures have been hastily gone over. The losses in 
the same time for the two years were $1,512.33. The gains over the — 
losses in the last six years; that is, in my own administration, were 
$8,549.56. Add to this the probable gain, and I am sure [I have it 
high enough for the first two years of my administration of the book- 
store, putting the two years at three thousand dollars, we have a total 
gain for the two quadrenniums of about $11,549.56. If I were to go 
one year back of my administration—I think I am allowed to do that, 
because I have the facts right here to substantiate anything I may 
want to say on that question—if you take the year just preceding my 
entering upon the office, you will find the following figures to be true: 
The profits for that year were $686.50, but you must remember that 
that year the book-store was given a credit of $3,7 15.99 supposed 
profits coming from the International Bible Agency. Deducting from 
the $3,715.99 the $686.50 of profits, and you have a loss for that year 
of $3,029.49. 

Furthermore, my brethren, you must look at this thing plainly and 
candidly to-day; and allow me to say right now, Mr. Chairman, that 
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if this General Conference will say continue the United Brethren 
Book-Store, I shall do my level best, (in the presence of the kindness 
of your hearts in what has been said to me, and the unanimous re- 
election of yesterday, while I wish there might have been a vote’ rather 
than what was done, yet I will take it as it seemed to be,) and with a 
determination born of a willingness to do my best, meet conditions, 
whatever they may be. 

In that year to which I referred, on April 1, 1897, there was credited 
to the United Brethren Book-Store the profits on Sunday-school cards, 
Sunday-school charts, amounting to over two thousand dollars, about 
twenty-two hundred dollars. The United Brethren Book-Store never 
touched the charts, never touched the lesson cards; they came in and 
went to the Sunday-school department and order department without | 
ever having been handled in any department of the book-store. 

Tue Presipine Bishop. Execuse me; your time is up. What is the 
pleasure of the Conference? 

Voices. Proceed, proceed. 

THE Presipine Bisuor. Proceed. 

Dr. Funk. I shall close just as quickly as you want me to, brethren, 
but you see the burden of my heart, and I would like +o tell it to you, 
and I will try to hurry; I fear I am taking too much time. Add this 
$2,200 that should have gone to the Sunday school without a question 
of its righteousness as to where it belongs or where it does not belong. 
It belongs to the Sunday-school department of the House, and that 
showed a loss for that year of $5,229.49 in the retail book department 
of the United Brethren Publishing House. When I assumed the man- 
agement of the institution we placed these cards and charts where 
they belonged. I do not say this in a spirit of presumption to-day, 
for you know, my brethren, that I stand for the magnificent manage- 
ment of that institution which obtained for thirty-three long years 
that my predecessor stood in the honorable position of Publishing 
Agent. No man can say but what I honor him to-day, and I have 
honored him in every annual conference of this Church. But these 
are conditions and not theories that we face. 

And so to-day there has been placed upon me the necessity—the 
duty has been put upon me to defend the recommendation which I 
have brought to the Board. When I assumed the management of the 
institution we found considerable old stock there, and I at once got an 


470 


UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 


impartial man, Mr. Gibson, to examine the stock in the book-store. I 
did not know that I had to thresh this straw out again—I did it four 
years ago at Frederick—but it seems to be necessary to-day. Mr. 
Gibson revised the invoice in the store, and when the revision came in, 
he reduced the stock—do you remember—reduced the invoice of that 
stock over eighteen thousand dollars. He reduced the invoice of the 
stock $18,164.72. We at once instituted the same plan of invoicing 
that has been followed ever since the store had an existence, and it is 
but due’ and right that you should know what it is. When a book 
comes into the store, if it is not sold before the invoice time, it is in- 
voiced at cost; that is the rule. I have not always done that way; I 
mean to say that we sometimes reduce books more than the usual per 
cent., but we seldom go below the cost of the book. They are never in- 
voiced higher than their cost, and the rule is that all books purchased 
through the year would be invoiced at cost. We now have,—listen, 
brethren, for I want you to know it,—with the strenuous effort of the 
Board of Trustees, and with the local committee bearing down every 
month, and also the faithful and noble superintendent, with whom I 
have no fault to find under any circumstances to-day, with the com- 
bined effort of all of us, that invoice has gone up until we have now 
$21,526.82 of miscellaneous books in the store. How is it done, you 
say? Brother Lorenz explained it this morning when he told us how 
we ought to do it. I just thought I would like to have had him for 
the last six months and turned him loose on that proposition, and if 
he would resign his position at the head of the musical firm which 
bears his, name, and take up that question, we certainly could afford to 
pay him a magnificent salary if he could do what he recommends here 
to-day. What is that? To know just how many books to buy. We 
have been studying that problem. We have felt the pulse of Dayton 
time and time again. We have said that we would buy so many books; 
then we have had to order again. We would buy twenty, then order 
again. Once in a while we would have a good book come along, and 
we would buy fifty or a hundred. But do you know what happens? 
Tf you sell fifty books, you think you may be able to sell twenty-five 
more, and we get them in right quickly, and before we know what we 
are doing, we have got ten or fifteen of those books on our hands. 
And I say to you kindly to-day, brethren, I do not hold our earnest, 
noble, cultured, refined superintendent responsible for that condition. 
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Why don’t I? Because I have gone to other booksellers and asked 
them whether they had a man that could do that thing, and not one 
of them but what tells me that they cannot find a man to meet that 
condition. 

Now what is the other side of it? The question of ordering is a 
serious one, I admit, but the committee is here, the Trustees are here, 
and if you do not believe me in connection with this, please call them 
out in this discussion and see what has been done along this line, and 
I have not spoken-to one of them. I make this talk this afterhoon free 
from any trustee of this institution. I do not know what they will 
say after they have heard what I have said. 

We had religious books amounting to $13,927.15 April 1. Now let 
me make this statement; I will put my opinion up alongside of any 
one. I would not to-day give you fifty per cent. on the twenty-one 
thousand dollars’ worth of miscellaneous books that are in the United 
Brethren Bock-Store. I see Mr. Senseny smiling. I know what he 
means; he thinks I ought to cut that in two again. Of the religious 
books, I am free to say that they are worth more. Why? Because 
they will naturally and easily go into the mail-order department and 
be books ready for sale to the membership of this Church, and to the 
local trade as well. 

Now about this wonderful outburst in the city of Dayton. I did 
not hear of it before I left there; there must have been a cyclone since 
I left, for I had my ears open, and I was right there in the center of 
~ the city. I have been in touch with a great number of business men 
the last week I was there, and I must confess that, while some of them 
said they were very sorry we were closing the United Brethren Book- 
Store, they also said, “We don’t blame you for closing.” That was 
the closing sentence of their sorrow, and I said to them, “I am just as 
sorry as you are.” What is to be done in Dayton? Now, my brethren, 
—I speak guardedly,—Dayton handles the United Brethren Book- 
Store, not as a book-store, but as a library. What do I mean? I 
mean this, that the very best citizens of the city of Dayton come into 
the United Brethren Book-Store, read our books, put them back on 
the shelves, and walk out. The Readers’ Corner, as you well know, 
has been the Readers’ Corner ever since Brother Fries was in the 
Seminary and long before. He knows what I mean; every student of 
the Seminary knows what I mean. Now I am not opposed to furnish- 
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ing a library for the city of Dayton if the United Brethren Church 
feels that it can do that. Why do I say library? I say it because I 
know it is true. Brother Lorenz has not been inside of the book-store 
business; he has been inside of the store, but he has not seen what the 
business is. Let me tell you, the United Brethren Book-Store did 
fifty-eight thousand dollars’ worth of business last year. What do you 
think of that on a sixty thousand dollar investment? That is what 
we did. The mail-order department was twenty-four thousand dol- 
lars and the retail business was fifty-eight thousand dollars. More 
than half of that was stationery and art and bric-a-brac, so that the 
retail book business of the city of Dayton last year in the store was 
not over twenty-five thousand dollars. 

I am perfectly willing—allow me to repeat it—to continue that con- 
dition if you desire it. The question of charges was brought up, and 
you know I want to keep, within the realm of answer here. There are 
a great many things yet that can be said on this side of the question, 
because Brother Lorenz has made the best argument in favor of this 
motion that can be made by anybody on earth. I want to pay that 
tribute to him for his earnest appeal of this morning. 

What are the charges? The average charge against the United 
Brethren Book-Store for the last six years for general expenses and 
power—that includes light and heat and general superintendence— 
was twenty-two hundred dollars a year. Now I beg to ask every man 
here to-day who is in business, who runs a little store anywhere in the 
United States of America, whether he can get light and heat and gen- 
eral superintendence on any cheaper proposition than that. If he can, 

_he can give me a pointer and I will be glad to hold a conference with 
him right away, for I have gone to other establishments in the city 
of Dayton, and I have asked them what their general expense was in 
the running and management of their business, and I found that the 

- United Brethren Book-Store was paying only a pittance for general 

expenses in the management of the store, only a pittance. 

Then, against this charge—listen, brethren—against the charge of 
general expenses and heat, you should remember that the United 
Brethren Book-Store receives its printing from the other departments 
of the institution at-cost. What does that mean? It means that if 
the United Brethren Book-Store had to go out to get the Otterbein 
Hymnals, the Hymns for the Sanctuary, the Disciplines, the music 
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books, and everything of that kind that is printed for the store, its 
advertising matter, and everything connected with it, at the regular 
prices charged other customers, the amount would be beyond what is 
charged against them for general expenses, power, light, and heat. 

So there are two sides to the question, when you come to consider 
it. The book-store does a few things for the other departments. I 
might as well answer what I think; that is, put my judgment up 
against the brother’s, because that is all I can do here. I have no 
figures to verify—he didn’t verify anything, I cannot verify anything 
—but I will put my judgment up against his on this proposition, that 
the closing of the book-store will not reduce the job work of the 
United Brethren Publishing House. There must be some other reason 
than the simple closing of the United Brethren Book-Store that would 
reduce the work of the United Brethren Job Department. 

Then I want incidentally to say to you, friends, that you must not 
have the wrong opinion that the United Brethren Job Department is 
not the money-making department of the United Brethren Publishing 
House, because sometimes it has been on the wrong side of the col- 
umn. Once in a while that has been true; but it is one of the depart- 
ments that we must have. It is just like the bindery, an integral part 
of the machinery of that great institution; but I claim that the United 
Brethren Book-Store does not hold that relation to the institution. 

Now I want to make a few statements in reference to the new build- 
ing. I was sorry that Brother Lorenz said what he did, but I believe 
that he honestly said it. He told you he had absolute sympathy with 
me, and I accept that as true. He told you that he was anxious to 
help me in the work of that institution, and I grant that as true; but. 
I will tell you, my brethren, the method used did not give me much 
inspiration. That is kindly said; it seemed rather to put on the 
weight than to take it off. I trust he did not intend to do that. In 
the first place, that building is now more than half leased; if those 
who are now negotiating for offices in the building close the negotia- 
tions, it is nearly all leased; and when it is leased, unless it be dis- 
pleasing to God in some way, I fear no danger. Had I not been a 
young man, I would not have ventured into this enterprise. If those 
who oppose will encourage, the chapter written in the future will be 
different. If those who lock the wheels will unlock them, the proposi- 
tion will be a different one. 
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It is not a question of whether I go up or down; that has not been 
my motive, and if my attitude in this matter is to cause me to go 
back to Dayton under the scorn of the citizenship of that city, I will 
go knowing in my heart I have done what I thought was right. Upon 
that I rely. I stand upon my manhood to-day; but allow me to say, 
dear friends, that I go back to the city of Dayton, even if you refuse 
to pass this resolution, without any fear, believing that God and the 
people will do the right. 

THE Presipine BisHop. Are you ready to vote? 

Question called for. 

Dr. Funk. Mr. Chairman, before this is voted upon I am sure I 
would be glad to hear from the members of the Committee and Board 
of Trustees. I am especially anxious, and the other members will 
pardon me. Because I am anxious is why I want to request what I 
do. Mr. S. E. Kumler is a business man in the city of Dayton, has 
an establishment diagonally across from the United Brethren Pub- 
lishing House, one of the largest institutions of the city of Dayton; 
I am sure you would be glad to hear from him as a business man in 
reference to this matter. 

Voices. Hear, hear. 

S. E. Kumuer, of Miami Conference. Mr. Chairman, I promise the 
Conference that I will take but a few minutes, possibly not more than 
a minute of your time. I want to say that this is the first General 
Conference that I ever had the honor to attend as a delegate; but dur- 
ing the years of my aéquaintance with Mr. Shuey and his son, E. L. 
Shuey, I can remember now that complaints came back from the vari- 
ous General Conferences to the effect that the book-store was making 
no money, and did not pay. 

‘Eight years ago I had the honor of being placed upon the Board, 
the Board of Trustees of that establishment. Since that time I have 
taken special pains to watch the progress and to feel the pulse of the 
General Conference; that is, to find out why the General Conference 
seemed to express the opinion that the book-store did not pay, and I 
found out; and the truth of the matter is that the General Conference 
in that feeling, in that consensus, was correct; that in the eight years 
in which I have been connected with the Board, the book-store has not 
paid its running expenses. And I might add one thing that Dr- Funk 
left out, I think, and that is the fact that no rent whatever, in the 
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shape of anything, has been charged to the book-store. [Dr. Funk. 
That is correct.] And I know that we were offered thirty-five hundred 
dollars for half of the old corner room for a bank, so that if this thirty- 
five hundred dollars should have been charged, you see what the re- 
sult would have been. 

Now, also, as to Mr. Lorenz saying that the citizens of Dayton will 
give us a “black eye”—he did not use that slang, but permit me, I 
will—that it will give us a black eye in the city of Dayton to close 
the store; this is a mistake, brethren, because I say to you that in the 
thirty days that office-building has been standing there has been 
more praise come to the ingenuity and progressive spirit of the United 
Brethren Church manifested in that, than in twenty years of the old 
book-store. : 

Now, gentlemen, I am going to sit down after I say that one thing 
which I believe you understand, which I believe the Conference has 
for many years understood, just one more thing I will say: I have 
insisted on the store remaining open, and I believe, since I come to 
analyze it, that it has been stubbornness on my part more than any 
good sense. I was a great friend of Mr. Shuey’s; I have become a 
great friend of Dr. Funk. When Dr. Funk came in there I had my 
bristles up, and I thought that Dr. Funk at that time wished to close 
the store; I am not sure, but any sign on his part in that direction 
would have been resisted by me with my bristles. My friend, whom 
I have loved, Mr. Shuey, had tried to make it go. Now this I want 
to say, that we are conducting a business diagonally across the street, 
and we have received compliments from the city of Dayton for the. 
store which we have erected. Mr. Lorenz’s wife praised us, and she 
runs bills there which he settles; and we have been complimented by 
the brethren who come from the different places and stop in Dayton 
on their way, and they say we have a beautiful store there. They are 
glad that the United Brethren people are prospering. I kind of like 
that; it feels good, but, brethren, we do not ask you to contribute four 
or five thousand dollars towards the support of The Rike Dry Goods. 
Company. [Applause.] ; 

Question called for. 

Pror. E. S. Lorenz. I want to say that in the beginning of my 
speech to-day I think I expressed my sympathy for Dr. Funk, and T 
am sure you recognized that from the sincerity of my tones and the 
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general expression. And as far as his troubles have been concerned, 
IT am only sorry that they occurred, and if I have added anything 
eight years ago, or any other time, to them, I am sure I am sorry for 
that now. It is simply a question of how you look at this matter. I 
cannot enter into all these figures. If I had the figures, I could figure 
it—figures don’t lie—but you know the rest of the saying. 

Dr. Funk. I rise to take cognizance of this remark and to say that 
the books are here and you can go over them if you want to. 

Pror. Lorenz. That is a joke. 

Dr. Funk. All right, let it all be a joke then. 

Pror. Lorenz. I thought this Conference knew I sometimes was 
guilty of a joke. , 

Dr. Funx. You are writing history, Brother Lorenz. 

Pror. Lorenz. As to the main question, the fact of the case is, to 
return to what I was going to say, if I had those figures I 
could make my case. I have not got those figures. I could analyze 
as well as Dr. Funk, and I could make a case out of figures as well as 
anybody. I have got a business very much akin to the business of the 
Publishing House, and I am making money in my business. I have 
got the same trouble that Dr. Funk has. I have Children’s Day, 
Christmas, and Easter services that we ordered twenty-five thousand 
when I should have ordered twenty thousand. I have had to go in my 
store-room and face the bins full of old services. I am carrying that 
same burden on my shoulders that he is carrying in the book-store. it 
have items that do not pay. My son came to me only a few months 
ago, when the semi-annual account came up, and he said, “Papa, you 
see this item has lost two hundred dollars; you see the other depart- 
ment has just barely held its own.” I said, “Karl, you forget that that 
department that has lost two hundred dollars has helped to pay half 
of my salary and half of your salary, and half of the other expenses.” 
T could not run that business without some of the departments would 
lose money on the face of it. If I dropped out everything that on the 
face of the books lost money, I would have nothing left, because the 
departments that now seem to make a profit would have to pay the 
expenses that the other losing departments are paying now. 

And I do submit this most earnestly, brethren, that the United 
Brethren Publishing House was not organized to make money alone; 
and Dr. Funk himself recognizes that fact when to-day he acquiesces 
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in the action of this Conference to take upon that establishment the 
Search Light, a losing proposition of two thousand dollars during the 
quadrennium. He is willing to face it, because he believes that the 
moral and religious value of that two thousand dollars is worth two 
thousand dollars; and I will here say that the moral and religious 
value of the book-store is worth a loss of two or three thousand dol- 
lars a quadrennium, and if the Search Light is worth taking the 
chances for, that great book-store, with all its possibilities, is worth 
the chance of losing a couple of thousand dollars. 

Here we are, at the end of the worst year the book-store has ever 
known in the way of mess and rumpus and confusion, owing to the 
rebuilding and removal of the store, with a loss of seven hundred dol- 
lars, and you are asked to drop the book-store. I would like to say 
that part of this time the book-store was hidden behind a great pile of 
rubbish, behind a shed full of materials from which the new office- 
building was made, and when people were asked to run around in the 
street, through the mud, in order that they might go to the book-store, 
and here at the end of such a year as this, when they also tried the ex- 
periment of having a separate branch in our Arcade, a beautiful build- 
ing in another section of the city, and lost in that Arcade experiment 
every dollar of the loss reported here to-day. Now when this is 
brought up here, you are asked to approve the shutting down of that 
book-store. 

I want to say to you, brethren, that this proposition is one that I feel 
is a critical one, a crucial one. IT recognize the fact that the men who 
believe that the closing of the book-store is a mistake are not going 
around to Dr. Funk and telling him that. I recognize the fact that 
the courtesy of the gentlemen of Dayton, when they meet Dr. Funk, 
permits them to say a word of courtesy, of appreciation of the situa- 
tion, and of regret, and of a slight approval. I understand courtesy 
in this world. We have courteous gentlemen, who, if those very same 
gentlemen were here on this floor, bearing the responsibility of a dele- 
gate, and feeling that the future of the whole printing establishment 
may be at stake in this very motion, they would not say the courteous 
words, but they would say the words that I am saying to prevent the 
possibility of defeat of the very thing for which Dr. Funk says he is 
willing to give his life, and I believe every syllable of that, every 
syllable of it; and so I say to you, brethren, that you had better take 


478 


UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 


the chance of losing four times seven hundred and seventy dollars dur- 
ing the quadrennium that is before you than to make a blunder that 
shall be vital and fatal. 

I do not wonder that my brother, Mr. Kumler, talked as he does. 
I know the spell and the: charm of our Brother Funk. He won me 
when I was against him once, and then we stood shoulder to shoulder 
finally in that great movement that would have made our oldest insti- 
tution of learning the culmination and realization of our hopes for 
the educational institution of this Church; then I learned to see that 
there was in this man something that ought to be loved and admired 
and respected. And I have been shoulder to shoulder with him in 
many things since, and I am not the man to throw stones at him here 
to-day; but, my friends, when I see my brother in Dayton here is 
making a blunder, it is my business as a loving, admiring brother to 
do my very best to keep him from it; and it is the every expression of 
my good will for Dr. Funk that I am here trying to prevent what 
seems to me, after all these years of study and thought, the most 
serious blunder that this Conference could make. : 

Dr. Funk. I wish to make just an explanation. Brother Lorenz 
introduced some new arguments in this last speech, and that new argu- 
ment is that this last year we had the worst business we ever had. 
These are the facts: We have done more business in the book-store 
this year than in any of the eight years that I have been connected 
with the Publishing House. We have had less expense charged to the 
store than in any year of the history of my connection with the 
House; that is all, yet the profits are less. 

Question called for. 

Rev. ©. J. Burxert, of Miami Conference. J wish to make this 
statement: Dr. Funk called attention to the business done by the 
store; Brother Lorenz spoke of it to make it appear in another light. 
If we were to be governed by mere sentiment, so far as the book-store 
is concerned, we would stand just where Brother Lorenz stands. It 
has been the sentiment of the Committee right along, if it could be 
done, to continue the book-store; but the facts of the losses were 
against us. And so far as Dr. Funk’s influencing in any way the 
members of the Publishing House Board, who have been members for 
the past twelve years, they have told us during the quadrennium that 
when they first became members of the Board this proposition came 
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before them. It has been before them every year and every quad- 
rennium, so there is but little in what Brother Lorenz says, so far as 
Brother Funk influencing Brother Kumler, who is a member of the 
Board and the Local Committee. We concede what Brother Lorenz 
has said, so far as the heads of the departments were concerned, start- 
ing in with Brother W. H. Lanthurn, a man eminently qualified and 
fitted in every respect so far as scholarship and so far as being a gen- 
tleman in the broadest and highest sense. Mr. E. L. Shuey was well 
fitted; so was Dr. D. R. Miller, and the same with the present manage- 
ment. And now, if under all these managers, in all these years, there 
has been a loss, it simply shows that it is an utter impossibility to 
make that book-store pay and be a profit to the House. 

I want to refer to another statement made with reference to EF. L. 
Shuey. Brother Lorenz said he was a member of the board of trustees 
of the Public Library of the city of Dayton, and that is true. Mr. 
Shuey at the present time is also the president of the Young Men’s 
Christian Association of Dayton, Ohio. But I want to call your atten- 
tion that the Trustees and Agent of the Publishing House for a num- 
ber of years have tried to get the patronage of the Public Library, not 
for profit—that is not it—but whatever books they might want, order 
them through the United Brethren Publishing House, so they may 
have the prestige of that. It would bring some patronage to us. What 
has been the result? They never succeeded, never; and there are men 
in the city of Dayton who say, Continue your book-store. Let me il- 
lustrate: There is one man who perhaps has one of the finest libraries 
in the city, and he comes frequently to the United Brethren Publish- 
ing House and to the book-store as a matter of reference. Here are 
the books on the shelves, and whatever is wanted and not in stock can 
be secured. This gentleman, when it comes to purchasing, does not 
purchase in Dayton, not in the United Brethren Publishing House, 
but in Cincinnati, in Cleveland, or in Chicago. 

That is the sentiment referred to here to-day that we have in Dayton 
for the book-store. There is a great deal of emotion, and when we 
come to the facts, but very little to support it. This matter has not 
been hastily done. I wish to say, so far as Dr. Funk is concerned, and 
the intimation that he sways his Trustees and the Committee as well, 
that we have members on the Board of Trustees and in the Local 
Committee who have convictions also. [Dr. Funk. I have 
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found it out.] And they have the courage of their convictions. We 
merely wish it understood that if Brother Lorenz thinks some of the 
Trustees or Local Committee have been swayed by Brother Funk, 
when it comes to the proposition before us to- -day, our conclusions have 
been arrived at deliberately and carefully. 

Rey. L. W. Stant, of Allegheny Conference. I want to say to this 
General Conference, with reference to the remark about the Board of 
Trustees, that I have been a member of that Board for eight years, 
and at every annual meeting this question has been before us, and has 
been carefully considered. We have gone to the book-store and gath- 
ered up the facts from every source available, and it has been the 
deliberate opinion of the Board that no one year have we charged up 
to the book-store what justly belonged to it, which is, after all, as Dr. 
Funk said, a little over two thousand dollars, charged up to general 
expense account. Now please remember that that includes insurance. 
We have never charged a cent of interest on the money invested in the 
book-store, and you will see readily that, had we charged up the 
amount of interest that should have been charged up, and that prop- 
erly belonged to the book-store, belonging to the expense account, 
that there would not have been one year of the eight years that I have 
been connected with the House that the book-store would have paid its 
way. It has been a sinking fund, and we have not just simply jumped 
to the conclusion in the last year’s result; it has been a matter that 
we have been considering, some of us, for eight years, prayed over it, 
and what we have done we have done deliberately. 

I know Dr. Funk has been earnestly desiring to keep the book-store, 
and some of us have felt like giving him a trial; and we have also con- 
sulted the wishes of some of our. brethren whose sympathy has been 
in this matter, who felt that we ought to have a book-store; but a 
number of us have believed for some time that the book-store has been 
unprofitable. I want to say this because I fear the feeling is here 
that we have come to this decision hastily. I want the General Con- 
ference to understand that this has been decided upon deliberately. 
If you vote this proposition down, you refer the matter back to the 
Board of Trustees, where it belongs. We expect to supply this Church 
with books, good religious books, the kind of literature that this 
Church needs. It is the miscellaneous book business that we are 
quitting, and we intend to have a mail-order book department, and the 
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House will be glad to supply your orders in this respect. We simply 
propose to do what a number of churches have already found it neces- 
sary to do—I could give the names of several churches that contem- 
plate doing just as this Board has decided to do. The department 
stores have destroyed the book business, the kind of business that the 
book-stores have been making their money on in the past. The de- 
partment stores, just as soon as a good book comes out, a book that is 
in demand, a book that will sell readily, a book the people want, just 
as soon as that book is out, the department stores get hold of that book, 
and they can sell that book at a less profit than any regular book- 
seller could handle it for. Book dealers have told me so. The mana- 
ger of one of the Pittsburg book-stores told me there was not sufficient 
profit in books, and the manager of another book-store recently told 
me about the same thing. The manager of a book-store in another 
church said, “The department stores have driven us out of the mis- 
cellaneous book business, and we have our book-store on the second 
floor, and are supplying the church through the mailing department, 
and if any of our friends in the city want any of our books, all they ~ 
have to do is to take the elevator and come up to our room and get 
them.” 

And this is just what we propose to do for this Church. We pro- 
pose to look after the book trade in our Church. It is the loeal book 
trade and miscellaneous books that we propose to cut out, and this is 
all. We have not done it hastily. We have prayed over it and have 
arrived carefully and deliberately at this conclusion. 

Question called for. 

THe Presmpinc Bisnop. All favoring this amendment will signify 
it by uplifted hand. Any opposed to it, like sign. It does not prevail. 

J. L. Drury, of Iowa Conference. I wish to suggest an amendment 
to Item 8, eighth line, that it be made to read: 


Patent medicine advertisements be excluded from the Telescope. 
J. L.. Drury. 
E. B. Curtis. 
W. I. Beatty. 
Mrs. Frep GrisLer. 
V. A. CARLTON. 
JOHN SHAMBAUGH. 
Mr. J. L. Drury. Now, Mr. Chairman, I appreciate the Relkigious 
Telescope, and because of that appreciation I am in favor of raising: 
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the tone of this paper, and I think this is a very good place to begin. 
The advertising of patent medicines for cancers and ruptures and fits 
and such things, it seems to me, are not very elevating in this con- 
nection, and they are schemes for catching the unwary. [ Voices. 
Louder.] I say that these advertisements are objectionable and that 
they are schemes for catching the unwary. These are often pernicious 
advertisements. We have in our city, the city of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, 
- a daily paper, a secular paper, which does not condescend to incor- 
porate in its columns a single patent medicine advertisement. That 
paper is a financial success. I do not see why our papers cannot take 
as high a standard. There are many other arguments that could be 
given in support of this measure. I want to say that there is a wide- 
spread feeling in opposition to many advertisements in our Church 
papers, and the resolution presented on the opposite side of the house 
to-day was very strongly supported, but was perhaps too sweeping in 
one regard in order to pass before this Conference. 

I think, in regard to raising the tone of the Telescope in this re- 
spect, there should be but one sentiment, that of discarding these pat- 
ent medicine advertisements; and I would say further, and I think 
perhaps in four years it will be able to take a higher position, and dis- 
card those advertisements that do not in any sense bear upon religious, 
educational, scientific, and other kindred objects. 

Tue Presipinc Bisnop. This report, the secretary tells me, was 
adopted as a whole, and, if adopted as a whole, then it has passed from 
you, and is not subject to amendment. The only way it can be 
amended, when it is voted upon as a whole, is by reconsideration. I 
thought we had not taken the vote. 

Dr. Funk. I simply rise in reference to this amendment. You are 
entering into the business management of the institution in -that 
proposition, and there are contracts in connection with the advertising’ 
department all over this land that means a reconstruction all the way 
through. It is known to many of you that it is our plan to get rid of 
these advertisements as quickly as we can. I made that statement to 
a number of the conferences.’ We are trying to remove every objec- 
tionable advertisement, whether it is patent medicine or any other 
kind, from the Telescope, and I am sure I am in sympathy with the 
idea. I want to state that, according to the plans of the advertising 
agencies, the contracts are made with a number of religious papers, 
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such as the Advocate, Interior, and all religious journals of this na- 
tion; that contract covers them all. Now are we going to say that we 
are so much better in this particular than any other religious journals 
that are held in very high esteem by us, and that we must step outside 
of this business proposition altogether? I know the brother does not 
want to inflict a hardship on the institution, but I wish to say that, if 
that was passed now, and we were required to enforce it at once, it 
would mean much to us in the management of that institution. All 
these things enter into the business management, and, seen from the 
outside, have a-good deal different appearance than when seen from 
the inside. 

Pror. E. S. Lorenz, of Miami Conference. We elected yesterday a 
man as Publishing Agent whom we regard as competent to manage the 
affairs of that House [Applause]; and now we are trying to manage 
him. It seems to me that these questions that come before us at this 
time, simply consume time. If he is not competent, let us say so, and 
put some one in that is. I believe that Dr. Funk will take care of the 
House and the periodicals; he will take care of every interest of that 
House if we will just let him. I want to say in this connection, too, 
that I wish it to be understood that the motion lost a moment ago is 
not understood as tying his hands or the hands of the Trustees of 
the Publishing House, but if they should see fit to do anything for the 
enlargement of this work, for the increase of its business, and for the 
better running of the different departments of the House, I think we 
ought to vote this resolution down, and thus give our confidence to the 
men we have elected, and the Board of Trustees that may yet be 
elected, to attend to these things. 

Question called for. 

Tue Presipine Bisnop. All favoring the adoption of this report on 
publishing interests as a whole, show the hand. Any opposed to ats 
like sign. It prevails. 

Tue Presipine Bisnop. The special order of the day follows this 
report. 

Rev. J. R. Cuamsers, of Neosho Conference. A question. A ques- 
tion of personal privilege. I made a few remarks this morning on the 
resolution offered by Brother Drury. It was quite a joke on myself, 
and I intended getting up and explaining it, and keep the boys from 
laughing at me, but then I thought it might make it worse. But when 
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two of the bishops came to me, one seeming to feel hurt at what was 
said and the other suggesting that I should think the matter over and 
make a fair explanation, it is probably time that explanation should 
be made, and I ask the privilege of doing it now. In referring to the 
meeting of the Board of Bishops is where the slip occurred. I quote 
the minutes: 

“The Board of Bishops of the United Basen: in Christ met in 
semi-annual session in Johnstown, Pennsylvania, November 28, 1893, 
and they finally adjourned until the afternoon of the 29th. Present, 
J. Weaver, N. Castle, E. B. Kephart, and J. W. Hott. J. S. Mills, 
being on the Pacific Coast, did not reach the meeting.” 

Now, Mr. Chairman, that meeting that I referred to. I said two of 
the men that were there—I meant at Johnstown; I didn’t mean in 
heaven; Johnstown, down in western Pennsylvania—lI said two of the 
men that were there were now in heaven, referring of course to Bishop 
Weaver and Bishop Hott. “One that should have been there” 
[laughter]; the “there” that I meant was Johnstown, Pennsylvania, 
as I understand it. The other bishop I referred to is not any closer 
to heaven than Topeka, Kansas; he was on the Pacific Coast at the 
time of the meeting I referred to. Now do you understand it? [ Voices. 
Yes, yes.] I want to say this, that I am surely glad that so many of 
you were so exalted in your thoughts this morning, or in your minds, 
that your thoughts ran away to heaven, while I was talking about 
Johnstown, Pennsylvania. 

Tue Presipine Bisuor. -I believe that the question that was to fol- 
low this was the special question of considering the report of the Com- 
mittee on Church Federation. That was delayed until this was dis- 
posed of. 

Dr. Funk. The quartet is leaving this afternoon, and do you want 
to hear the “Tolling of the Bells”? 

Voices. Hear, hear. 

The Arion Quartet then closed its engagement with the Conference 
by singing, “Tolling of the Bells.” [Great applause. ] 

Dr. Funx. I wish to present the following: 


Resolved, That the presence of Revs. Upson, Pontius, Cummins, 
and Parker, in what is known as the Arion Quartet, has heen a great 
blessing to this Conference. We pray God’s blessing upon them as 
they leave us. Winuam M. Betz. 

W. R. Fone. 
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The resolution was unanimously adopted. 

Tue Presipinec Bisnor. I want you to know that this quartet is 
from my conference in Indiana, the St. Joseph. 

The quartet again was called for and sang, “When I Survey the 
Wondrous Cross.” 

THE Presipine BisHop. I take great pleasure in introducing to the 
Conference Bishop Carter, who has just been elected by the ballot that 
you gave yesterday and who will have a word with you. 

Conference arose and greeted Bishop Carter. 


BISHOP CARTER’S ADDRESS TO THE CONFERENCE. 


Mr. Cuairman, Honorep Bisnors, AND MeMBERS OF THE GENERAL 
ConFERENCE: I desire to express, first of all, the very great pleasure 
which I have felt and enjoyed with you in the excellent music ren- 
dered by this quartet. I am proud of the talent of our own people, and 
this is one of the very best quartets that I have ever heard sing. I am 
glad to see the picture of the Smith sisters here, home talent of our 
own Church who are to entertain us on Saturday night. I have 
heard no elocutionists or singers whom I have enjoyed more than 
these, our own peuple. 

I desire to thank you sincerely for the kindness you have shown our 
section in providing for a district, a regular bishops’ district, and for 
the great honor which you have conferred upon myself in electing 
me to the position which has just been announced. I was sorry to be 
called away yesterday evening on account of a lecture which I was 
to deliver at another town and could not come with the other brethren ; 
it would have been less embarrassing than now to receive this kindly 
introduction. But I have several times in my life had to stand 
alone, and I beg to assure you that I highly appreciate the honor 
which you have conferred upon me, and I promise you that I will do 
the very best service for the Church in this capacity that I can do. 
I have not been rocked in a very easy cradle from infancy. I seem 
to have been predestined, foreordained to a tempestuous voyage in 
life, and I do not expect flowery beds of ease in the work to which you 
have elected me. I have already been in that work for more than ten 
_ years, and have greatly enjoyed it, and have done my level best to 

build up the Church which I love in the great South. I am sure that 
as a Church we cannot do less than be a thoroughly American church 
in entering every open door of this great nation, and it is my opinion 
that no one section of the Church affords greater opportunities than 
are afforded for our Church in the South. It is growing everywhere, 
and I ask your prayers and your sympathy and your encouragement 
for myself and the preachers in that field in the years which are 
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probably before us. It is not an easy task to go into a new territory 
and build up our Church in a section where our Church is scarcely 
known. But I want your sympathy; I do not care to face opposition in 
front of me if I feel that I can have the prayers and sympathy and 
confidence of those who send me out. 

I was placed in the superintendency of that work without my so- 
licitation. I have always done the best I could,and we have nearly 
five thousand members in that territory, and nearly one hundred thou- 
sand dollars’ worth of church property; we are just at the beginning 
of the work that is to be accomplished. 

I want to tell you that my father was a South Carolinian and my 
mother a Kentuckian; that a stronger Union man never stood for his 
convictions when clouds of war were hanging over our country than 
my father; and I saw my handsome brother, when clothed in the 
blue, with the other soldiers as they went down the line, singing: 


“Farewell, mother, you may never 
Press me to your heart again; 
But you ’ll not forget me, mother, 

If I’m numbered with the slain.” 


And on that side we have always stood. Often we had to be 
hungry in time of war for the convictions that we had in regard to 
this nation; and in poverty, as we were at the close of the war. I came 
to DePauw University, and I graduated in the classical course, and 
ever since that I have been paddling my own canoe in the service of 
my God. I got°an eight hundred dollar salary. I have served the 
Church to the best of my ability in these past years, and we have a 
large work before us in the South. I beg you to pray for us and 
sympathize with us in that great field. [Applause.] 


On motion of Rev. H. Deal, of Minnesota Conference, the rules 
were suspended and the order of the day postponed until after the 
consideration of the report on delegates’ expenses. 

The printed reports on delegates’ expenses were circulated. 

DreFunx. I would like to say, brethren, that the offering for the 
expenses of the quartet, which was very good, lacked fifteen dollars, 
and we were just hoping that we might hand our hand out to you and 
get the fifteen dollars while you are getting ready to consider this re- 
port. May I do it while this is done, Mr. Chairman ? 

Permission was granted. 

R. H. Bewnert, of Neosho Conference. Can all the reports ready 
for circulation be distributed now, so that we can have them ready? 

Ture Presipinc Bisnor. I do not know how many are circulated. 
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Assistant Secretary Schaeffer then read the report of the Committee 
on Delegates’ Expenses. . 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON EXPENSES OF DELEGATES. 


We, your Committee on Expenses of Delegates, beg leave to report 
as follows: 

That the transportation expenses of the delegates to this Confer- 
ence, according to statements rendered this committee, is $8,148. 

We recommend that the boarding expenses of our bishops while in 
Topeka be included in the expenses of this Conference. 

We also recommend that the Conference authorize the Treasurer 
to issue checks at once for the transportation expenses. 

We recommend that the Treasurer be authorized to pay board bills 
at the rate of fifty cents per day on presentation of the proper 
vouchers. 

We also recommend that Conference authorize the Treasurer to 
borrow money to meet the deficiency, if any should exist, and the 
same be charged to the conferences where such deficiency exists. 

We recommend the change of the word “preceding” to “succeeding” 
in the Discipline, page 41, paragraph 15, line 6. 


Respectfully submitted, 


J. R. Harner, Chairman, 

Prin M. Srreicu, Secretary, 

F. E. Kerr, 

Henry Craic, 

C. M. Funr, 

JoHn THOMAS, 

A. J. Jupay, 

Frank Heckman, 

W. E. GinuingHam, 
Committee. 


TRANSPORTATION EXPENSE ACCOUNT OF DELEGATES TO AND FROM TOPEKA, 
KANSAS, UNITED BRETHREN GENERAL CONFERENCE, MAY 18, 190%, 
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Rev. J. R. Harner, of Arkansas Valley Conference. They cer- 
tainly don’t mean “succeeded” in the sixth paragraph of this report, 
but it should be “succeeding.” 

Dr. Funx. I rise to a question. I see the second item, “We recom- 
mend that the boarding expenses of our bishops while in Topeka be 
included in the expenses of this Conference.” I do not know just 
what it means. Of course there are traveling expenses of the bishops 
which are to be paid, and if the committee has not counted that in, I 
would like to make a motion. Can the committee explain ? 

Bisuor Keruart. Some of the bishops charged their entire travel- 
ing expenses to the other boards. In so far as I am concerned per- 
sonally, I did not. I charged my traveling expenses from my home to 
Dayton, and divided it between the other four boards, but from Day- 
ton here and to Dayton again, why I suppose that that is in the ex- 
penses of the General Conference, and that is the way that matter 
‘seems to stand. sia 
* Dr. Funk. I move you, therefore, to amend the report by saying 
that the traveling expenses of the bishops be included. It would then 
read, “We recommend that the traveling expenses and the boarding 
exsenses of our bishops while in Topeka be included in the expenses of 
this Conference.” 

Seconded. 

Rev. 8S. W. Kztster, of Allegheny Conference. I would like to ask 
whether that would include the traveling expenses of the bishops 
elect. 
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Dr. Funk. I think it does. That is the way we included it four 
years ago. : 

Tue Presipinc Bisuor. That is understood. 

Proressor Kepret, of California Conference. In the first para- 
graph the word “transportation” should be “traveling.” 

This change was agreed to. 

G. ©. Wiiuams, of Sandusky Conference. In this report they 
recommend that the Treasurer be authorized to pay board bills at the 
rate of fifty cents per day on the presentation of the proper vouchers. 
There are quite a number who have paid their board at places of eat- 
ing, and they will take care of this, and will not have any voucher at 
all. They certainly are entitled to fifty cents a day whether they have 
vouchers or not, and I move that the report be so amended that they 
recelve fifty cents a day, voucher or no voucher. 

Tue Presipine Bisuor. I understand there are vouchers prepared, 
and that they would be given to the Miss or Mistress where the per- 
sons boarded, and on the presentation of that, the treasurer would 
pay them. 

Rev. L. W. Sra, of Allegheny Conference. May I ask a question ? 
The man that goes to the restaurant and pays for his meals as he gets 
them, he certainly will have no voucher, and I do not believe that there 
is a single delegate in this Conference that would condescend to 
“doctor” any bill. I believe we ought to authorize our Treasurer to 
pay fifty cents per day for board to all delegates. 

THE Presipine Bisttop. Was there not action taken by this Confer- 
ence a few days ago that they would pay that sum on presentation of 
the vouchers ? 

Ruy. W. O. Sirrurr, of East Ohio Conference. No, that referred 
to those who were furnished homes by the committee and given 
papers of introduction, and those papers were to be returned to the 
Treasurer, signed, with the amount of board paid at those places. 

Prorsssor Keppen. It seems to me we could avoid all this talk. A 
delegate who is not placed in a boarding-house can take care of his 
own board bill, and when he gets his pay he can sign it as the receipt. 
That is all the voucher you need. 

SeoreTary Snyper. I understood it was suggested that the dele- 
gates should pay at their boarding place and then receive the amount 
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that was allowed at the hands of the Treasurer, and this would save 
contusion. It was suggested, I think, and that will save confusion. 

Rey. H. C. SHarrer, of Oregon Conference. I favor the amend- 
ment suggested by the brother for this reason, that there are a num- 
ber of delegates who take their meals at different places, and it would 
be a very difficult matter to secure a receipt from all these places. 

Rev. J. W. Lake, of St. Joseph Conference. It seems that, from 
that standpoint, we are getting into a lot of discussion here. I think 
the Treasurer should only require of each delegate that he give an 
“ account of his expenses, that a proper book account might be kept of 
the expenses of each delegate, and that account of his expenses, proper- 
ly signed by himself, would be in itself a voucher. I think if I did 
not have a voucher to-day I would either get a receipt from those who 
were entertaining me, and present it as having paid my expenses, or 
T would make out a bill, charging the Treasurer with my account, and 
sign it when I received my money. I think that would be a voucher, 
and I move that the delegates present receipt, voucher, or bill to the 
Treasurer and receive fifty cents per day for board. 

Seconded. 

Tue Presipinc Bisnop. I believe that amendment covers your 
ground. 

Rey. F. P. Rossetor, of Sandusky Conference. I move to amend 
the motion by striking out the words following the word “day.” The 
words that are to be stricken out are, “on presentation of the proper 
vouchers,” leaving it to read, “We recommend that the Treasurer be 
authorized to pay board bills at the rate of fifty cents per day.” 

Rev. L. W. Stauu. We will accept that. 

Rey. A. P. Funxuouser, of Virginia Conference. We have been 
directed heretofore that the Entertainment Committee had charge of 
this matter. I do not know whether there is any profit to the church 
here, or to the Entertainment Committee, in this matter of board, 
and I think it would be a little rude of us to take it entirely out of 
their hands so suddenly. I move that the whole board question be re- 
ferred back to the Committee on Entertainment. 

Seconded. 

The motion did not prevail. 

Rev. L. §. Corneut, of Colorado Conference. This matter, it seems 
to me, was discussed in full the other day when. Brother Crites said 
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to this Conference that he desired this body to change the method in 
regard to their board bills, and that this General Conference take 
their own statement of their accounts and hand them to the Commit- 
tee on Entertainment. He said that it had been found, upon further 
advancement made in the work of the General Conference, that they 
could not do it, and that each delegate should pay his own board or her 
board and then go to the Treasurer and get fifty cents a day for the 
time they were here. I thought that was so understood, and I don’t 
know why you need any more resolutions in the matter. 

Bisnor Maruews. It is perfectly simple. 

Tue Presipine BisHor. Why not let this drop? 

Rev. J. L. Grimm, of Pennsylvania Conference. The gentleman 
from Colorado insists that there is no question at all about this— 
there is fifty cents a day and pay our own bills. Suppose, Mr. Chair- 
man, I did not have money enough to pay my bill at the boarding- 
place before I got my check; then I am in a good plight. Pay me — 
first, and then I can pay my own bill. 

Mrs. Herren Goutp, of Minnesota Conference. I find that the most 
profitable and the best way to do is to keep a memorandum of all the 
meals that you eat, and then you will not have to pay your board bill 
two or three times. Pay for your meals you eat away from your 
boarding place, then pay your regular boarding-house, and if you are 
only allowed fifty cents a day, take that, and let us not take so much 
time over this board bill. 

The motion of Rev. J. W. Lake prevailed. 

The report of the Committee on Delegates’ Expenses, ag amended, 
was then approved. 

Dr. M. R. Drury, of Iowa Conference. The report of the Com- 
mittee on Ministerial Study has been printed and should be dis- 
tributed. 

This report was ordered distributed. 

Rey. W. F. Gruver, of Virginia Conference. The ballots providing 
for the three boards have been printed and are here ready for circula- 
tion. 

Rey. J. Simons, of St. Joseph Conference. The report on the min- 
istry of the Church is ready for distribution. 

The reports were distributed to the members. 

Proressor Keppen, of California Conference. I have the report of 


~ 


492 


UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 
the Auditing Committee ready at any time the Conference wishes to 
hear. If it is desired that it should be printed, it should go to the 
printer at this time. IJ hardly think it is necessary to print. 

Tue Presiping BisHop. Do you want the Auditing Committee’s 
report printed ? 

Voices. No, no. 

Dr. A. OC. Witmorz, of White River Conference. I move you that, 
in the discussion of the church union question, that this Conference 
appoint two men as principals on each side of the question, and that 
they discuss the question, and when they are through with it, that we 
vote on it. 

Voices. No, no. 

Tue Presiping Bisnor. As to the report of the Committee on 
Federation, brethren, I want to say this to you. Do you know how 
far you are along with the work of this Conference ?—the second week. 
There are brethren that want to leave here on Friday or Saturday, and 
you are all wanting to go away on Monday or Monday night. Will you 
not have to shorten up on speeches ? 

Voices. Sure, sure. ; 

Tuer Presipinc Bishop. Will you hear that report ? 

Voices. Hear, hear. 

Rev. A. W. Bauurincer, of Sandusky Conference. I move that the 
speeches on this question be limited to three minutes. 

Tue Presipine BisHor. You will have to suspend the rules. 

Vorces. No. 

Said motion was seconded. 

Tue Presipinc Bisuop. You will have to have such a vote as will 
suspend your rules. You have fixed ten minutes. 

Rev. S. L. Topp, of Indiana Conference. I wish to offer an amend- 
ment to that, that every one vote his sentiments without discussion. 

Seconded. ; 

Dr. W. R. Func. I am opposed to that amendment. 

The amendment did not prevail. 

Tsp Presipinc BisHor. Now the motion is that speeches be limited 
to three minutes. Are you ready to vote? 

Rev. A. P. FunkuHouser, of Virginia Conference. We certainly will 
not have a more important subject before this Conference. It reaches 
to the very ends of Christendom, and we can afford to take a little time 
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to hear anything that our brethren have to say. We do not certainly 
want to cut it down to three minites. 

Tue Prestpine Bisnop. You know this vote suspends your rule, 
and you suspend your rule and confine your speeches to three min- 
utes. Are you ready to vote? All favoring the amendment indicate 
by uplifted hand. All opposed, like sign. I think it prevails. 

A division was called for. 

Dr. Funk. I do not think they understand. Are we yoting in favor 
of three minutes ? 

Tue Presipinc Bisnop. It suspends your rule, and, instead of ten 
minutes, if you vote yes, you say that the speeches shall be three 
minutes. That is what you are voting on. All in favor will stand 
and those who do not be seated. 

One hundred and fifty-seven arose. 

Tue Presipine Bisuor. Now those opposed to it will please stand 
up and be counted. 

Fifty-seven arose. 

Tue Presipine Bisnop. The motion prevails and the speeches are 
limited to three minutes. ‘ : 

SECRETARY Snyper. I find this in the minutes, “Resolved, That the 
resolutions as' to church union be sent to the printer and be printed,” 
but they have not come back again. 

Dr. Funx. The Press Committee has been asking for this report 
for the last day or so, and I think I saw it pass just now from the 
stenographer across to the secretary, therefore is not printed. 

S. F. Huser, of Pennsylvania Conference. I move that we defer 
the consideration of this report until to-morrow at three o’clock. 

Rey. G. W. Suerrick, of Allegheny Conference. I would raise the 
question whether we are not familiar enough with the subject-matter 
after all this discussion. It is too late now to be printed. Why not 
have it read from the stand and act upon it? 

This was agreed to by general consent. 

Dr. M. R. Drury, of Iowa Conference. Does not this matter come 
before us on motion? 

Sroretary Snyper. Yes, sir, on the resolution of Dy. Funk. Here 
is the resolution. 

Tue Preswiné Bisnop. Then that is what will be before you. 

Srcretary Snyper. Dr. Funk presented the following resolution : 
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“This is a great moment to every one who is praying for the com- 
plete establishment of the kingdom of Christ on earth. The beauty 
of the divine fellowship already had in this movement to join the 
forces of our Master, Lord, in opposition to the powers of evil, has 
given joy in heaven, because of this unity of action. [| therefore 
move the approval of the syllabus and the adoption of the report of the 
committee.” : : 


Tue Presipinc Bistop. That was moved'and seconded. 

SrecRETARY SNypER. When this motion to adopt was pending Con- 
ference adjourned. 

Tue Presipine Bisuor. Now, is anything to be said upon this, or 
are you ready to vote? 

S. F. Huser, of Pennsylvania Conference. We have not had the 
syllabus read. It may have escaped our memories since Monday night. 

Tur Presipinc Bishop. Do you wish to have it read ? 

S. F. Huper. I would ask that the part that was to go to the 
printer be read. 

Tue Presipine Bisuor. Now this syllabus was in the address of the 
bishops to the General Conference, and a copy of that address is in the 
hands of every member. It is supposed all are familiar with it. 

S. F. Huser, of Pennsylvania Conference. We wish to offer as a 
substitute of the syllabus the following: 


Wuereas, The National Federation of the Protestant churches, 
with headquarters in New York City, is seeking the codperation of all 
the Protestant churches in the United States, and is asking us to send 
delegates to their convention in New York next November, therefore, 

Resolved, That we enter into this larger and more helpful federa-: 
tion, and that this Conference elect the requisite number of delegates. 
to that body. 

SamueEu F. Huser. 
W. A. Lutz. 
W. O. Harprr. 


Rev. W. O. Harper, of West Nebraska Conference. I signed that 
paper, but did not sign it as a substitute for the syllabus. I wish to 
explain. 8 

Dr. R. J. Wuirte, of Erie Conference. I wish to state that this mat- 
ter embraced in the amendment was referred to the Committee on 
Church Union, and they have a recommendation in regard to this: 
matter. It does seem to me that, after the action taken by the Con- 
gregational Church in their General Council, and the Methodist Prot- 
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estant Church, that we are not willing as a Church, after having been 
the prime movers in this matter, to slip out of this whole question 
and not even discuss it, as this amendment would suggest that we do. 
I am opposed certainly to the amendment, and I think all who stop 
to think about it will be opposed to it. There is nothing in this sylla- 
bus but what, having taken the initial step in it ourselves, we can cer- 
tainly stand by and recommend. I move therefore that the amend- 
ment be laid on the table. ; 

Seconded. 

Tue Presipinc Bisnor. That will carry the whole report. 

Dr. R. J. Waite. Then I will withdraw my motion. 

Rev. G. H. Hinton, of Neosho Conference. I will not consent to 
any gag rule. It seems that this matter has been postponed from 
time to time. This is a free country. You are United Brethren, and 
whatever action you will take on this syllabus you will confront nearly 
260,000 United Brethren in this matter when you go home. Bear 
that in mind. It is an easy matter for a few men from a social stand- 
point to get together and formulate certain things; but when you go 
to your people for ratification, you may find it quite different. I am 
a United Brethren. I want to say that I am in favor of the amend- 
ment, and I am sure that every true United Brethren can vote for this 
amendment with a clear conscience, and we ought to do it. It is 
‘broader, more comprehensive, fraternal. It is not so narrow, nor does 
it carry with it that narrowness that the former motion or proposition 
carries. I hope that this Conference will not rush this matter through 
in this way. There is not a United Brethren here to-day whatever his 
peculiar views may be on this amendment or that amendment, but 
the spirit of this amendment will meet the approbation of your con- 
stituency. Let us be careful now how we proceed. It is a serious mat- 
ter to commence considering this important feature that is now before 
us. To my mind it is the greatest question that confronts the Gen- 
eral Conference, and I am in favor of that amendment, decidedly so. 

W. A. Lurz, of Pennsylvania Conference. I want to explain about 
my name being signed to that paper. When it was presented to me 
the party said, “You sign it.” The word “syllabus” was not mentioned 
in it or suggested. I took it for granted that the paper meant what it 
read when it was first handed to me, and I signed my name that this 
«Conference should elect delegates to that convention in November 
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next.. I make this statement plain and clear. I did not sign my name 
to that paper for it to be a substitute for this syllabus. 

Dr. Funk. I rise to a point of order. Is it not true, then, that 
the explanation of these brethren whose names appear on this paper 
takes that paper away from this Conference? 

Tue Presipine BisHop. Yes. ; 

Dr. Funk. Two brethren have said that they did not sign it with 
that understanding. 

Rev. J. W. Kiracore, of Pennsylvania Conference. I second that 
substitute. 

S. F. Huser. I submitted it to the gentlemen and asked if they 
could sign it. I did not think of stating to them it was a substitute. 
I suppose they would know that on its face. 

Tue Presipinc Bisuor. Are you ready to vote? 

Bisuop Minis. Just one word of explanation. The Committee on 
Church Federation has a resolution which it proposes to bring in, 
recommending the appointment of delegates to that council or federa- 
tion to meet next fall, and I hope you will vote upon the substitute 
and pass this syllabus, and then this matter will be brought in from 
the committee. This is apparently an effort to confuse the Confer- 
ence and rob you of what you want to do by that confusion, under the 
supposition that they are doing something that only United Brethren 
will do. But we will do it after this has been passed. 

Question called for. - 

The substitute of S. F. Huber did not prevail. [Applause.] 

Tue Presipine Bisnop. Now the motion of Dr. Funk is before you. 

Question called for. i 

Rey. W. H. Wasutncer, of Pennsylvania Conference. I call for 
yeas and nays. I want to emphasize that this is a Christian Confer- 
ence, not a political convention. This applause is a violation of the 
rule, this expression of approval or disapproval. I merely rise to eall 
for the yeas and nays in the taking of this vote. 

Seconded. 

An amendment to the motion was accepted that the names be called 
by conferences. 

The motion to take the vote by yeas and nays, as amended, pre- 
vailed. 

Bisnop Keruart. Now, brethren, if I understand the situation, you 
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ought to act with deliberation respecting this. It is a grave question, 
and I take it for granted that évery individual wants to do what is 
right. Now, as it relates to my own opinion concerning this syllabus, 
the wisest thing that you can do, is to adopt it. It has been stated 
that we will have to face at least 260,000 persons in the pews. That 
is true, and that is just the reason why I intend to vote for this. 
[ Voices. Good, good.] I want the people in the pews to say whether 
they want federation or not. [Voices. Good.] More than eighteen 
years ago I wrote the first article that was ever written or published, 
as far as I know, in our periodicals, in reference to church federation. 
It is my conception of the mightiest way of uniting the churches; 
not organic union necessarily, because if you will try to effect an 
organic union with your own churches in the city of Dayton, or any 
other city where you have a dozen churches, you cannot do it. Our 
conferences are a federation. We have the United States of America, 
but we are a federated nation. God Almighty’s church in the world’ 
is a federated church, and what, in reason, have we to fear in federa- 
tion with the people of God? [Voices. Amen, Amen.] Where you 
can have your own rules, your own regulations, and your own man- 
agement, and your own church, just as you have it to-day, but you 
are federated together as you ought to be. All the churches ought to 
be federated. 

A Vorcs: I call for the yeas and nays. 

THe Preswpine Bisuop. The years and nays are called for. When 
your name is called, you will answer yes or no. 

At this point Rev. C. I. B. Brane desired to speak. 

Bishop Maruews. Let me extend the courtesy to Brother Brane. 
I think it would only be courtesy to do go. 

Bisuor Kepnart. You have no parliamentary rule that when it is 
determined that the votes shall be taken by yeas and nays that that 
cuts off debate. You action is that any man in this body can. take 
three minutes. That is your action and the rule under which you are 
acting. 

S. F. Huser, of Pennsylvania Conference. I would like to know, 
Mr. Chairman, if this question is to be discussed. 

Tue Presipine Bisuor. I think it is courtesy to hear Brother Brane. 
Will you hear him ? . 

Voices. Good, good. . 
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Rey. C. I. B. Brane, of Eastern Pennsylvania Conference. Mr. 
Chairman, now that the time has actually come for me to participate 
in this proceeding, I hardly know—[Voices. Louder.] Just give me 
a chance, please—I hardly know which is the greater, the sense of 
responsibility in venturing to make a contribution to this discussion 
or the degree of anxiety in contemplating the probable outcome of the 
action that you are about to take. In the limited time allotted I can- 
not state what I have prepared for this occasion, and therefore— 

[By action of the Conference in a later session, a paper prepared by 
Dr. Brane on this question was directed to be printed in the proceed- 
ings of the Conference, to be inserted in place of his extemporaneous 
remarks; therefore said remarks are superceded by his prepared ad- 
dress, which is as follows:] 


PAPER OF REV. C. I. B. BRANE ON CHURCH FEDERATION. 


Mr. Presipent: Now that the time has actually come for me to 
participate in this proceeding, I scarcely know which is the greater, 
the sense of responsibility I feel in venturing to make a contribution 
to this discussion or the degree of anxiety I experience in contemplat- 
ing the probable outcome of the action you seem bound to take. One 
of Rome’s famous legends was written in these words, “Let what each 
man thinks of the republic be written on his brow.” In-the spirit of 
that suggestion I wish to speak in opposition to the pending paper, 
whose real purpose and ultimate aim, according to the ardently- 
expressed hopes of its chief promoters and the significant terms of the 
syllabus itself, is the organic union of the Congregational, Methodist 
Protestant, and United Brethren churches. To that consummation 
I am sincerely opposed. I wish to say in the outset, however, that it- 
is with extreme reluctance that I venture to intrude upon the harmony 
of this proceeding, and thereby incur the displeasure of some whose 
counsel in other matters I have embodied in my own acts and utter- 
ances, and whose affectionate regard I have esteemed among my rarest 
enrichments. Moreover, having already felt the keen edge of the in- 
strument, I appreciate more fully than tongue can tell the ecclesiasti- 
cal odium and ostracism that must come and cut to the very quick 
of my sensitive nature because I do not fall in line with this unwise 
but well-organized proceeding. More than once it has been officially 
intimated that, because of my opposition to this movement, I am a 
back number, born: in the year one, and booked for an ecclesiastical 
relation of innocuous desuetude. More than that, my heart has been 
pained by the insinuation that, to resist the foreclosure of this mort- 
gage on our denominational estate, including the material and spir- 
itual accumulations of a century and more, is to hurt and hinder the 
cause of Christian unity. No intimation could be more foolish or 
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unfair. It is not because I lack love for the great Congregationalist 
and Methodist Protestant churches that I lift my voice against or- 
ganic union, but for the reason that I think individual churches stand 
for something special and indispensable, and that in the maintenance 
of the individuality they express the highest and best unity of which 
they are capable. J have always conscientiously avoided encroach- 
ment upon the rights of other churches and congregations; and some- 
times I have refused to work where the ground of religious need was 
covered by the ministry of those who were already rightfully in pos- 
session of the field. That is what I call the real church-union spirit. 

Nothing is more absolutely certain or more clearly apparent, both 
from the teachings of God’s Word and the universal testimony of 
historic philosophy, than that the evolution of Christianity in its de- 
nominational aspects has furnished and exemplified the highest unity 
of faith and spirit. When Luther posted his personal convictions on the 
castle door at Wittenburg, and indignantly burned the bull of excom- 
munication and the decretals of the papal canon, he broke the oppres- 
sive power of Rome’s rotten rule and bore the torch of inspired revela- 
tion to the very pinnacle of privilege and purpose, and thus inaug- 
urated the Reformation, which was carried on and completed through 
the ministry of various sects, supplemented by the personal labors of 
Wycliffe in England, Huss in Bohemia, Savanorola in Italy, and 
Wessel and others in Holland and Germany. When John Wesley 
broke away from the conventionalities of a lifeless form of Christianity 
and entered: upon the enjoyment of a deeper religious experience, he 
and his Oxford associates became the embodiment of a spiritual im- 
pulse that has encircled the globe with the girdle of salvation. When 
the witnessing Spirit testified to the sonship of our illustrious founder, 
and made him the conscious recipient of the gift of eternal life, Wil- 
liam Otterbein became the divinely-appointed author and organizer of 
our denominational life, whose spiritual fragrance, like the odor of 
Mary’s ointment, has scented our simple services with the perfume 
of peace, and even dulcified the sour soul of an intolerant ecclesiasti- 
cism with the honey of the gospel. Indeed, the Son of man himself, 
moved to tears over the unbelief of his own kin and countrymen, was 
forced to put the leven of the gospel and the sacraments of his house 
in the hearts and hands of a more spiritual class of men, whom he sent 
out with these words ringing in their ears, “Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the gospel to every creature.” In that simple manner he 
transferred the vital faith of Israel to the organized life of the apos- 
tolic church, and said, “Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of 
the world.” 

In this protest against the adoption of the syllabus I voice the 
sentiments of hundreds of our ministers and thousands of our mem~ 
bers who, like myself, are too obscure to speak without reluctance 
against a scheme which has the right of way in the highest. official 
circles of the Church, and has been pressed with a degree of zeal that 
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the gravity of the case forbids, taking no note of the doctrinal strain 
and destruction of faith involved in the plan, nor of the undertone 
of grief and regret that lifelong members of the Church feel and ex- 
press over this unseemly haste to leave the landmarks of the fathers. 
In any ease, if the Church is to be a fraction above inward weakness 
and spiritual disintegration, it must be the culminating expression of 
individual unity in that which pertains to polity, faith, spirit, and his- 
tory. Moreover, that indispensable element of individual unity in the 
membership of the Church can rise and reign to the glory of God and 
the welfare of men only in an atmosphere that affords the amplest 
protection and encouragement to those who think differently from us, 
especially if they be in a minority. When this plan of federation was 
submitted to the Church, the matter of its acceptance, including the 
solution of all the problems of its presents, should have been left in 
the hands of our people without the slightest official constraint. Of 
course, I do not speak of the personal intention of official influence in 
pressing the claims of church union, which is just as sincere and un- 
selfish as I am in entering this protest against it, but of its constrain- 
ing and intimidating effect upon many of our best and most conserva- 
tive people, whose churchly spirit and Christian zeal will decline with 
the suppression of their long-cherished convictions and the loss of 
their connectional historic inspiration. Back of these spectacular 
scenes and associations, carefully planned to swell the chorus and in- 
tensify the acclaim of church union, there is a painful and unpromis- 
ing sense of dissatisfaction that you and I would do well to investigate. 

In my judgment this is the gravest crisis that has yet risen in the 
history of United Brethrenism, not excepting the memorable revision 
of our Constitution and Confession of Faith, the unfortunate results 
of which are still fresh in our minds and constitute a plaintive plea 
for a more conservative action than is proposed in this paper. Why 
are we not equally anxious and enterprising in seeking union with the 
Radical United Brethren, who are not only the spiritual product of 
our own household of faith, but are actually our kinsfolk in the flesh, 
bone of our bone and flesh of our flesh. Speaking candidly, they have 
been more consistently faithful to the principle involved in that mem- 
orable contention than some of those who led them up to the period 
of revision, which official power and prestige could no longer prevent, 
and then jumped in at the head of the other procession and gained a 
new lease on the high seats in the synagogues. Having gained the 
ascendency in the law-making department of the Church, if the Lib- 
erals had waited four more years for revision, and thus given their 
Radical brethren a fair chance to breathe in the new world, there 
would have been no disruption of our Church. But why do I recall 
this paragraph from the page of past events? Simply to plead for 
more care and prayer in this proceeding, which has in it a thousand 
dangers to one in comparison with any previous crisis. 

I am opposed to this measure because it contemplates the destruc- 
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tion of our individuality, the loss of those distinctively evangelistic 
and soul-saving elements of life and power which make us, in some 
humble sense, worthy of the ancient and invisible stock whence we 
grew, and which are most beautifully illustrated and exemplified in 
the evolution and multiplication of those pure and happy lives which 
constitute our membership. Churches, like nations, stand for some- 
thing special and distinctive in their representative capacity. : 

Egypt stood for the colossal in art, with death as the overshadowing 
idea of her civilization. The Egyptian lived to meet his death record, 
to prepare a pyramid, to be worthy of embalmment, or to secure an 
-eternal tomb in some rock-hewn chamber. Unlike the Persian and the 
Pheenician, who love conquest and commerce respectively, the aver- 
age Egyptian stood in favor of a finer and a more fertile philosophy. 
Less profound but more perfectly polished than Egypt, Greece stood 
for almost everything that was exquisite im art, literature, learning, 
and philosophy, and largely based her estimate of personal values upon 
the physical and intellectual charms of her people. To be brave or 
beautiful was to be crowned with popular favor, social and political 
distinction. The conspicuous significance of Rome’s ruling hand was 
temporal power and expansion, unlimited sway and universal empire. 
The Roman boy was brought up in strict obedience to his father, that 
he might know how to obey and serve the state, loyalty to which was 
the highest conception of the individual citizen. It was that, more 
than anything else, which made the average Roman the soldier and 
statesman that he was. The tap-root of Hebrew thought and feeling, 
faith and philosophy, was distinctively religious, and drew its nutri- 
ment of head and heart from a supernatural investment. One Lord, 
one faith, one baptism, was as much their creed as it is ours. Ever 
since the fall of man the bitter cry of the human heart has been for 
one thing, “Oh, that I knew where I might find Him.” 

So far as modern nations are concerned, it is not so easy to sound 
the key-note of their civilizations. Turkey, however, conspicuously 
stands as a monument to unprincipled expediency, too fearful and 
faithless to yield up a single conservative political condition, but 
sufficiently desperate and daring to play the boldest diplomacy with 
greater powers who are matched by it against each other, Germany 
is devoutly pledged to thoroughness in the pursuit of art, science, 
learning, and industry, while France is pained over every flaw she 
finds in the logie of an ideal, though some of her people, notably the 
Bourgeois class, are simply dull and wealthy. England is apparently 
pleased with her power and purposes, firm but friendly in spirit, and 
accepts her various situations with little or no concern for ideals. 
America stands for that which is quick and clever, swift and success- 
ful, in reaching results, making personal liberty the key-note of her 
national concert. 

And so it is with denominations. Each church stands for something 
special and distinctive in the work of winning the world to a “life 
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hid with Christ in God.” I have neither time nor talent to set forth 
the points of power and the indispensable gifts and graces of other 
churches. With regards to them I have nothing but love and words of 
appreciation to express. In my personal and professional intercourse 
with them, I never scaled the wall of another man’s sheepfold, nor failed 
in sincere courtesy to those with whom I have been associated in the 
work of the gospel. But as to my own Church, I am wedded to her simple 
faith, her fraternal spirit, her evangelistic taste and talent, her mis- 
sionary zeal and soul-saving sermons, all of which you will put in 
peril by this ecclesiastical venture, not because of any intentional as- 
sault upon them by any one, but because of the inevitable invasion of 
forces foreign to our faith and fellowship. 

In answer to my expression of fear that we shall suffer loss in the 
process of this transformation, some ardent church unionist has said 
that we must lose our identity in the laboratory of this proposed 
amalgamation, or else suffer the overthrow of our doctrinal faith and 
denominational life in the rising tide of a more intellectual concep- 
tion of Christianity in which the “superstitions of the Bible,” includ- 
ing miracles and the superhuman nature of Jesus, and all other in- 
dispensable gifts bound up in the bundle of supernatural faith, must 
give place to a more rationalistic form of religion. God forbid that we 
should lose our life on either horn of that dilemma! 

Tn this age of opposition to orthodox Christianity, whose revelation, 
life, and spirit are supernatural; of all sorts of consolidations at the 
expense of individuality; of reckless whittling of the Word in the in- 
terest of a godless intellectuality, a mere phraseological bagatelle; of 
rapid transit and cable communication almost from pole to pole; of 
wireless telegraphy and heartless push and pull for place and power 
and prestige, no matter at what or whose expense, our supreme duty 
is not to make one denomination out of three, but to perpetuate and 
make increasingly efficient that unity of faith and doctrinal sound- 
ness and soul-saving spirit that were agreed upon at Isaac Long’s in 
1767, and embodied in the organized life of the Church at Peter 
Kemp’s, in 1800. It would be suicidal for us to give up our spiritual 
solidarity for an atomistic relation to an ecclesiastical confederacy, 
whose economic plea, (that of saving money in the management of 
the general interests and enterprises of the church,) is based on 
Standard Oil philosophy, which Mr. Rockefeller, Jr., in a clever de- 
fense of the trusts, laid before the people of Brown University in these 
significant terms: “The American Beauty rose can be produced in all 
its splendor only by sacrificing the buds that grow up around it. ‘The 
bush has one thousand buds, and in order to produce the American 
Beauty the gardner goes around it with his knife and cuts off nine 
hundred and ninety-nine of them, so that all the strength and beauty 
may be forced into one bloom.” Now, Mr. President, the perfectly 
plain logic of that utterance is that the Standard Oil Company is the 
American Beauty, and that because of its exquisite charm and frag- 
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rance, richer by far than the perfume of paradise previous to the fall, 
the gentlemen whose legal right *it is to occupy seats in this historic 
hall are scarcely able to legislate on account of its delicious odor, and 
that the people of Kansas, including the governor himself, are all 
helplessly, hopelessly intoxicated with its sweetness, which has been 
hived at the expense of the people at large. In its application to the 
economic plea of this church-union plan, what is the meaning of that . 
philosophy concerning the denominational aspects of Christianity ? 
Why, simply this, that the essential unity of the church, that oneness 
for which the Master prayed, is expressed only in an outward organ- 
ism, to the enlargement and beautifying of which ninety-nine and 
nine-tenths per cent. of the denominational buds on the bush must fall 
under the keen blade of the ecclesiastical gardener. 

Mr. President, the highest and widest unity is found in diversity; 
the richest and rarest relations are distinctive; the deepest and sweet- 
est range of life, socially, intellectually, and spiritually is reached and 
realized in unhampered individuality,. crowned with power and per- 
fection of self-mastery, each man being himself unselfish, and thereby 
bound in the high tribunal of his own conscience to love God su- 
premely and his neighbor as himself. 

“A man who went up in a balloon said that when he rose the fences 
that divided the country into fields and farms faded out, until soon 
there was only one great, wide beautiful landscape of meadow and 
field and forest, with river and stream shining in rich loveliness be- 
neath the pure skies. So it is as we rise nearer to God in love and 
faith and Christian experience. The fences that divide God’s great 
church into ecclesiastical fields and farms fade out, until at last they 
vanish altogether and we see only one wide, holy Christian church.” 

I protest against this action in the name of our simple faith and 
fellowship, both of which were divinely inspired and providentially 
organized, and should be transmitted unimpaired to succeeding gen- 
erations. And what is the distinctive character of our faith and fel- 
lowship that they should suffer loss in the process of this transforma- 
tion? As to our faith, I have already called it “simple,” and I will 
now say that it is sublime, especially in this, that it takes God at his 
word. “All Seripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable 
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteous- 
ness; that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto 
all good works.” That passage expresses our faith in every book of the 
Bible, Old and New Testaments. In the spirit of that persuasion we 
have been trained from childhood. At mother’s knee we first. learned 
the story of the Christ, and in the Sunday school we committed one 
hundred choice Scripture verses for ten red tickets, and with them we 
bought our first Bible. In the services of the sanctuary we have 
learned to love and reverence and search the Scriptures, and in them 
we have found the gift of eternal life. Through the exquisitely bright 
days of childhood, along the flower-skirted path of youth, over the 
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more thoughtful way of young manhood, and into the deeper, sweeter 
satisfactions of middle life and old age, the strong, affectionate hand 
of Holy Writ has safely and joyously led us. Now that some of us 
are old and gray-headed, the honey of the gospel is all the sweeter. 
The longer we live and the nearer we come to the sunset of life the 
brighter the home-light glows. 


“One sweetly solemn thought 
Comes to me o’er and o’er; 
I ’m nearer home to-day 
Than e’er I ’ve been before.” 


It is sometimes said of an eloquent orator whose power and sweet- 
ness of voice have been lost in the decline of physical life, “You ought 
to have heard him in his palmy days.” The charms of the orator may 
fail in the decline of life, the sweet strains of the singer may lose 
their power and perfection in the weakness of old age; the muse may 
miss his meter, the plowman his furrow, and the mathematician his 
theorem amid the shadows of declining day, but not so with the Chris- 
tian. His “palmy days” are yet to come. “At evening time it shall 
_be light.” As William Rhinehart used to sing: 


“There is a happy land, far, far away, 
Where saints in glory stand, bright, bright as day. 
Oh, we shall happy be when from sin and sorrow free, 
Lord, we shall live with thee, blessed forever more.” 


All this present joy and future glory we realize now and hold in 
blessed anticipation through faith in the Bible. Jesus Christ hath 
abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the 
gospel. 

T sincerély wish that all those who are seeking union with us were 
thus wedded in faith to the books of the Bible. Concerning this 
blessed Book, in which all our present and future interests are in- 
vested, whose principals and precepts and promises we have been 
taught to love and live, and which we seek to place in hand and heart 
of every man, woman, and child to whom we have access, the most 
distinguished and widely-known minister that has spoken in favor of 
the pending paper has this to say: “It is not safe to put the Bible 
into any man’s hands until you have told him distinctly that it is not 
the kind of book which many people suppose it to be.” In the estima- 
tion of that distinguished biblical scholar and exegete the books of . 
Job and Canticles are only “dramatic poems”; Jonah is the work of an 
inspired writer, not inspired to write history, but to write a story 
filled with the great and worthy thoughts of God; and the book of 
Daniel is “the noblest and most important religious fiction in the 
whole Bible. Mr. President, I say, and you declare, and this Church 
has always insisted that the Bible should go into the hands of every 
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member of the human family, and that as quickly as possible, even 
without a single explanation. r 

Another distinctive feature of our faith in its Christocentric char- 
acter, the divine Man crucified being the constraining force of its cen- 
tripetal tendency, with the ends of the earth as the sole limit of its 
seeking, saving love and labor. “Unto him shall the gathering of the 
people.” “And I, if I be lifted up, will draw all men unto me.” That 
faith ascribes divinity to the Son of man, recognizes in him all the 
perfections of the Godhead, and finds in his precious blood the element 
of atonement for human transgression, purging the believing heart as 
with hyssop and making it whiter than snow. It reverses the rational- 
istic tendency of our times, which is to exalt culture and disparage 
faith, especially in the supernatural aspects of religion. 

Another characteristic of great value in our faith is its substantial 
unity. So far as I know and believe, no man has yet risen in our 
Zion to question the inspiration of the Scriptures, to disparage the 
new birth, to ignore the atonement, to consolidate the Trinity, to deny 
the saving power of the gospel, or to oppose any phase of moral re- 
form for which it stands. On the liquor question I could advocate the 
principle of complete prohibition for the state and total abstinence for 
the individual citizen in every congregation in our communion, from 
the Atlantic to the Pacific, and it would be enthusiastically received. 
Thank God for such an unbroken testimony in favor of everything 
that is good, and against the iniquities of the saloon. 

But what about our fellowship? I have referred to some features 
of our faith which I fear will be modified to the detriment of the 
cause through this proposed consolidation. I now wish to say this 
concerning our fellowship. We are a common people, possessing in- 
telligence and integrity, the twin powers of reason and righteous- 
ness, less so than formerly, but still largely rural in our relations; 
not generally highly cultured, but completely trained and richly en- 
dowed with sense and soul to secure increasing prosperity in the cul- 
tivation of the field to which we have been providentially assigned, and 
at the same time furnish more and better preachers, all wool and a yard 
wide, to help cultivate other denominational fields, than any other 
church of its size under the sun. In this consolidation you may dig up 
more snakes than you kill. Several ministers who left us some years 
ago said they would have a more “cultured” people to serve. Under 
the gracious influences of this federation it will be both natural and 
satisfactory for many of our theological students to go to Yale and 
Harvard. TI was standing on a street corner in Philadelphia one 
morning during the Centennial, when a lady and gentleman in search 
of the “Zoo” asked me which car they should take to reach the “Theo- 
logical Garden.” Just at that time I was an interesting specimen in 
that apartment, and I naturally wondered if they had taken me for a 
sign. When this church-union policy is in suecessful operation, I pre- 
‘sume that all the ecclesiastical trolley lines in the united kingdom 
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will run to the “Theological Garden,” where every phase of belief 
and unbelief known to the commonwealth of Israel may be picked up. 

In a-period of moral and spiritual indifference upon the part of pro- 
fessing Christians, and out of the flames of persecution for righteous- 
ness’ sake, the United Brethren Church came forth, “fair as the moon, 
clear as the sun, and terrible as an army with banners,” tenderly bear- 
ing in her bosom of love those who were hunted and hounded by ee- 
clesiastical hate, simply because they were consciously saved and af- 
fectionately sought to rescue others, each year extending more widely 
the influence of a soul-saving evangelism; and for the maintenance 
of those distinctive spiritual characteristics, including our simple 
forms of faith and fellowship, we are all pledged by a solemn vow. 
Upon that foundation every church, and parsonage, and school build- 
ing; every dollar in the treasury of our Church-Erection Society; 
every stone, every brick, every girder, every cross-tie, post, and pillar 
in our fourteen-story sky-seraper Publishing House is solemnly laid. 

But the last conference has been convened and constrained, the last 
reluctant member accessible to your entreaty has been coaxed out of 
his convictions, persuaded to lay down his life and fall into line; and 
when the roll is finally called a practically unanimous vote in favor of 
the syllabus will deal the first blow in striking down a spiritual light- 
house that has stood the storms of a century and a quarter, sending its 
beams of light and love across the dark waters of a sin-disturbed life, 
thus enabling multiplied thousands to reach the port of bliss securely. 
The second. and last blow will fall when the ultimate aim of the 
syllabus is realized in a trijugous ecclesiasticism, which will be set up 
in the course of four brief years and a fraction. Then the soul-saving 
crew of the light-house, numbering half a million, will cease to be as 
an organized force in the spiritual world. So deeply rooted in the soil 
of my soul are these convictions that I would gladly lay down my life, 
if thereby I could prevent the destruction of our Zion. Then I would. 
say, “Now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, for mine eyes have 
seen thy salvation, which thou hast prepared before the face of all the 
people, a light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people”— 
the United Brethren in Christ. 


Rey. J. W. Kiracors, of Pennsylvania Conference. I simply want 
to know what is the meaning of one item of this syllabus. If we can 
get rid of that item, I am ready to vote on it. This simply commits 
us to organic union, the fourth item. I will read it: “To adopt a plan 
by which the three bodies may be brought into codrdinate activity and 
organic unity, a unity representing some form of connectionalism.” 
Tf you will strike that out, I will vote for it; otherwise I cannot. 

Pror. E. S. Lorenz, of Miami Conference. Brother Brane repre- 
sents one wing of the position to this syllabus which stands in opposi- 
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tion to it. I come from the other side. I feel a little as if the moun- 
tain had labored and had brought forth nothing very large, but rather 
a shadow of something large. : f 

I wish here to express my deep regret that, after the opening of this 
movement for the combination of the churches, a paper which I had 
the very great pleasure to sign as one of the charter members, so to 
speak, I cannot this afternoon vote upon a proposition for immediate 
organic union with the Methodist Protestant Church. I feel that the 
introduction of an absolutely alien inhistorically probable union with 
the Congregational Church has served as a clog to that which might 
really and practically have been accomplished. 

I graduated from a Congregational seminary. I love the Congrega- 
tional Church next to the United Brethren Church, and if there were 
two churches side by side, a Congregational Church and a United 
Brethren Church, and I should come as a new member in a com- 
munity, I am afraid I should have quite a struggle to make up my 
mind which church it should be. Now I am frank, but I want to say 
to you, brethren, that I cannot but feel that this syllabus represents 
a spacious possibility that never could. become even a probability ; 
and further than that, that this arrangement of federation will simply 
mean that the United Brethren Church in the years to come shall, 
drop by drop, one by one, member by member, church by church, be 
assimilated in the Congregational Church, and the United Brethren 
Church and all that it stands for shall be annihilated forever. 

Now let me take that up. I graduated in a theological seminary, 


and weeks before I graduated there came a home-missionary secretary _ 


of Pennsylvania and said to me, “You seem to us a man that we would 
like to ‘use, and if you go into such and such a eity of Pennsylvania, 
we will give you a good salary and we will back you up with money to 
build a new church.” I said, “You know I am a United Brethren,” 
and that closed the conversation. When I came back from Germany 
after my studies there, there was on board the ship a home-missionary 
secretary from Minnesota, and we became quite chummy, because, in a 
sense, I was a sort of a Congregationalist, having been theologically 
born in a Congregational seminary, and before we got away from the 


ship he said: “Lorenz, you are in the wrong box. You do not belong 
8 


in the United Brethren Church; you belong in the Congregational. 
You go with me to Minnesota and I will give you your choice of three 
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churches for eighteen hundred dollars a year.” I said to him, “My 
brother, I am a United Brethren,” and that closed that colloquy. But, 
brethren, whether I made a fool of myself that day is not to be settled 
here. But this is to be settled here. If they will do it in the green 
wood, what will they not do in the dry? When the Congregational 
home secretary comes to the young preachers in these other semi- 
naries and says, “You are in the wrong box; we will give you eighteen 
hundred dollars,” and he will also say, “There is not that much differ- 
_ ence between us.” Also, my brethren, at that time he will put his arms 
around the young man and say, “You know, my brother, that we are 
federated, and that, after all, you belong to the same church.” 

Bisuop Miuus. The brother who has just spoken is mistaken in this 
matter, as in many other things. Had he not gone to Yale seminary, 
instead of that of his own Church, had he not thus courted the favors 
of the Congregational Church, he probably would not have been in- 
vited to enter its ministry. : 

I yield to no one in my love for our Church, its evangelical doc- 
trines, its spiritual life, its simple polity, and its aggressive and suc- 
cessful history. My admiration is unbounded for the devout and 
heroic lives of our fathers, and for our martyred dead in the mission 
fields, and for our present great and glorious army of ministers and 
members. Jesus and the apostles had a great love for Abraham and 
the Hebrew church of which they were members. They believed that 
Abraham was called of God, and that the Hebrew church had a 
providential history. But this did not prevent Jesus and his apostles 
from seeking to unite the Hebrews and the sheep which were not of 
that fold (the Gentiles) into one. They might have said, “Shall we 
share the good things which have been ours through the ages with 
these Gentiles?” Rather they did say: “All things are for you both. 
Nothing belongs to any part of the family of God but what all his 
children have a right to share.” The time had come for the middle 
wall or partition to be removed, so that Jew and Gentile could co- 
operate in the service of the common Lord and in building up his one 
kingdom. We know what happened to those Jews who held aloof and 
refused to obey God and enter the union. : 

It is clearly stated that this measure igs not an organic union, but a 
working codperation that seeks to allay the friction and to remove the 
cause of the losses incident to denominational competition and rivalry, 
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and to secure to each the benefits of peaceful cooperation and good- 
will between these three churches and others that shall enter into the 
plan. Each church will retain its own name, property, polity, and 
spirit, but will coéperate with the others in fellowship, worship, and 
plans and services for the salvation of our fellow-man. The spirit of 
unity and codperation which is being felt in all the Christian world, 
-and among missionaries in heathen lands, we shall seek to cultivate 
and to truly express, that the prayer of Jesus may be answered, “That 
they all may be one; even as thou, Father, art in me, that they also 
may be in us: that the world may believe that thou didst send me.” 
When the different bodies of Christians can gladly share with each 
other gifts and treasures they have received from Christ, selfish- 
ness shall no longer reign in the church, and the world will have the 
overwhelming evidence that Jesus Christ came from God, and now 
lives in the hearts of his people. 

The Methodist Protestants are quite well known as similar to our- 
selves in faith and worship and polity, and in purity of life and ag- 
gressive evangelism. 

The Congregationalists are not so well know to most of our people, 
as they are strongest in New England, and in the great cities where 
we are weakest or have no churches. Yet their seminaries, colleges, 
and universities; their varied and valuable literature; their extensive 
foreign and home missions; their sound orthodoxy as seen in their 
authorized creeds and great theologians; and their zeal for evangelism, 
as illustrated in the lives and labors of Finney, Moody, Torrey, Daw- 
son, Morgan, and many others, are matters of common knowledge, and 
give assurance that among them we will find a goodly fellowship of 
congenial souls. 

Let us to-day in the spirit of love for each other and for all man- 
kind, not ignoring the difficulties, but taking counsel of our faith 
rather than our fears, and with undying devotion to our divine Leader, 
take the path we are confident he has trod before us, the path that 
leads to the brighter day of “Peace on earth and good-will among 
men.” 

Pror.'E. S. Lorenz. I rise to a question of privilege. I want to say 
that I fail to appreciate the statement of the bishop that I “am mis- 
taken in this matter, as in many other things.” I also wish to say that 
the man who never made a blunder would have the right to make such 
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a statement, as a superintendent, or, if you please, as a bishop of this 
United Brethren Church. I may live to see the day in this Church 
when some of the things for which I have stood in this General Con- 
ference will not prove to have been wrong, but to have been wiser than 
the wisdom of the men who stand in opposition to my opinions. 

S. F. Huser, of Pennsylvania Conference. I have great apprecia- 
tion for the learnedness and wisdom of our bishops, but I am not un- 
mindful that frequently our Supreme Courts of the States are reversed 
because there is a higher body to which they can be appealed. You 
know it is contrary to the constitution of quite a number of States 
for several railroads to combine, to shut off competition. Now here 
there are several denominations that contemplate combining. That 
will be the ultimate results, and they will shut out the healthy compe- 
tition of the churches. [Laughter.] If there is one church in some 
small village, and there are a number of United Brethren who would 
like to have a church there, the United Brethren will not build a’ 
church there for the reason that one of the other denominations that 
are in the organization are already there and they will say we are du- 
plicating, and we are bound to lose our individuality as a Church. 

However, I think since we devoted over two hours of the business 
session on Monday night to hearing the one side of this argument, 
that it ought to be courtesy that we suspend the rule here and hear 
the paper that Brother Brane has ready, and I so move. 

Motion was seconded. 

Dr. A. C. Witmorn, of White River Conference. I wish to ask a 
question which has come again and again during the discussion of 
this matter, and I wish to ask you again for my own information, so 
far as I am personally concerned. I would be ready to vote to-day not 
only for this syllabus, but for organic union with the Methodist Prot- 
estant Church. I am decidedly in favor of this; but it is a question 
with me as to the Congregational Church, and for this reason I have 
heard it stated again and again that the Congregational Church is, 
in New England and Michigan, largely Unitarian, and if that be true, 
I eannot vote for this syllabus. I do not want to have any sort of 
federation with a church that denies the divinity of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

Bisuop Kepuart. You know something of Moody; did he deny his 
Christ? You know something of Torrey; does he deny his Christ? I 


511 


TWENTY-FOURTH GENERAL CONFERENCE 


know ministers in our own Church that say they would eliminate every 


word of hell out of your Bible. Do they eliminate it? So you will | 


find strange elements in all these churches; but I will tell you, breth- 
ren, so far as I am concerned, I have never come in contact with a 
more strictly orthodox people, I think, than I have found among the 
Congregationalists. I have found among them, just as I have found 
among a good many other church people, that there are a good many 
things that they would like to take out of the New Testament. You 
know there are a good many of them that would love to get rid of the 
resurrection, and all men will tell you that you will find no more of 
them among the Congregationalists than you will find among other 
denominations of theology; but as far as my knowledge goes, they are 
‘strictly orthodox. 

Bishop Maruews. I have been praying, craving that the Confer- 
ence shall keep its temper, and abide just as you are under the sway 
of the love and grace of the Lord Jesus Christ. I am glad that you 
have emphasized by your action, as well as your spirit, the fact that 
we should conduct ourselves as Christians, loving one towards another, 
and nothing escape vur lips that shall wound one another. I am glad 
that my prayers are being answered as much as any human person 
could expect. 

You know— and I think you will excuse me if I speak of my own 
city—you know, brethren, that in Chicago there are really two wings 
in the Congregational Church, the Western and the Eastern wing. 
One really represents largely the tendency towards Unitarianism and 
the other towards that which we call orthodoxy. Now, without resist- 
ing anything that Bishop Kephart has said, and endorsing it all, I 
know that in my city there are men who are not Moodys and are not 
Torreys; that because they are members of the Congregational 
Church they do as they please. They are thoroughly heterodox. That 
is true, of course, with ‘reference to other denominations, and, so far 
as I am concerned, I am jealous of our grip upon the great funda- 
mental, vital doctrines taught in the old and new covenant and pro- 
claimed from the Atlantic to the Pacific by our noble band of pioneers 
of this Church, that laid the foundation of-the Church. TI do not use 
this to resist, for I am in favor of the syllabus from the beginning to 
the end, as you know, and I feel confident, I express my utmost confi- 
dence in this magnificent General Conference, intelligent, well-tem- 
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pered, Christian, far-seeing, composed of intelligent ministers and 
the magnificent corps of laymen representing the different denomina- 
tions, that after this syllabus is adopted they will spend time in prayer 
and consultation in the selection of the proper representatives of this 
Church in that organization; that shall not trim rapidly, no more 
rapidly than other denominations trim toward us, and hold in sacred 
custody the fortunes of this grand old United Brethren Church. I 
believe you will do it. I rest my confidence in the persons you will 
select as representatives; but I feel jealous along that line, and I now 
with all the power of my brain and heart and life, as God gives me to 
see the way, vote heartily, as I shall for the adoption of the syllabus 
with reference, first of all, to federation which is the very spirit of 
this new century, in the hope and belief that the men of this Confer- 
ence that shall represent the Church in the council that shall give us 
influence far and wide and glorify God, shall be safe custodians of our 
interests. 

Dr. R. J. Wuirs, of Erie Conference. I think, brethren, that while 
this is a very important subject, a good many have apparently taken 
a too serious view of the matter, and seem to think we are going to 
lose our name and our precious, glorious history, as well also our prop- 
erty and everything else—that we are just giving ourselves away. Now 
it seems to me that this is not what is proposed, nothing of the kind; 
also that when our Congregational brethren speak of organic unity, 
they mean something altogether different from what we do by the word. 
They mean fellowship; that is all the word means with them; that is 
all they have in their denomination, gentlemen. The different churches - 
—two churches in one town, both belonging to the Congregational 
body, hold fellowship with each other. One church will have laws on a 
certain subject and the other church will have laws directly opposite, 
and still they believe that they are in fellowship with each other. They 
have no organic union in the sense that we have it. Now what Dr. 
Gladden meant by fellowship, or by organic unity, is fellowship, and 
all that is proposed in this syllabus is federation. That is all that 
we hoped to have, and it seems to me that the syllabus is extremely 
conservative. Of course we all love our Church, and no man ought to 
stand up here and accuse his brother of lack of loyalty or anything of 
that kind. This movement certainly is in harmony with the spirit of 
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Jesus and the spirit of the age to work together for the building up 
of Christ’s kingdom and the salvation.of souls. 

Now this syllabus simply means that we work in a federation for 
the advancement of Christ’s kingdom in our missionary work, in our 
denominational work. The coming of the years may open to us 
larger opportunities and a wider and stronger.fellowship than is now 
possible. I think we are too far; we think there is too much in the 
syllabus; there is not so much in it, brethren, as we think for. Fed- 
eration, as we look at it, means organic union for the congregation. I 
am in favor of the syllabus, and I believe we are all in favor of it, 
when we stop to think of it, because, brethren, it would seem to be out 
of place and out of harmony with the true spirit of the age after we 
have gone this far in the matter and then refuse to go farther. 

Dr. G. P. Mackuin, of Miami Conference. I propose to vote for the 
syllabus, but it is with the understanding, in the first place, that our 
constitution forbids our doing anything that will violate our Confes- 
sion of Faith, and that our constitution forbids our doing away with 
the itinerant plan. When this council is formulated, it will have un- 
der consideration the confession of faith of the three churches and 
the connectional union. I stand here to say that if that council shall 
recommend a confession of faith that dishonors and discredits my 
Christ, I shall not vote for it, and I do not believe that there is a 
member of the United Brethren Church who would vote for a union 
with the Congregational Church if it implies a degradation of our 
Christ. 

And so far as the itinerant plan is concerned, when we come face 
to face with that question in that council, and we have results for good 
to our Church, it will then be for us to decide in a positive and definite 
way. The thing for us to do is to open up the possibility for a union 
between the three churches. If it cannot be done without a great 
sacrifice, let it not be done, and let the people of this Church, by their 
vote, as they have a right to do, decide the question. All we do to- 
day is simply open the way for the consideration of such a question. 
I shall vote in favor of the syllabus on that account. 

S. F. Huser, of Pennsylvania Conference. I had some time ago. 
made a motion, and it was seconded, that we hear Dr. Brane. 

Tue Presipine Bisnor. I thought we had heard him, and extended 
his time. Our minutes will be full of the one side, but not the other. 
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We have no desire to hear one side for two hours and then make a 
motion that the other side be limited to short speeches, or possibly 
there are only a few in the room who have anything to say on it. 

Dr. W. E. Scuett, of East Nebraska Conference. I rise to a point 
of order. The brother has made one speech on this question. There 
are a number of brethren who want to talk. 

S. F. Huser. I desire to renew my motion that we allow Brother 
Brane to read his paper. 

Dr. C. I. B. Branez, of Eastern Pennsylvania Conference. I only 
want to say, Mr. Chairman, that I heartily appreciate what the Con- 
ference has already allowed me to-day in giving me additional time, 
and I appreciate what my friend here seeks to secure for me. I my- 
self am very sorry that I did not have about thirty minutes, which 
would have covered the ground which I intended to canvass, and then 
the bishop would not have made the criticism upon my remarks that 
he did make, because they were broken off before I got to the point 
where the unfolding of my thought began. While I am on my feet, 
I will not only decline the privilege of speaking further, but will ask 
the chair and Conference the privilege of asking Brother White one 
question, if he will consent. 

Dr. R. J. Wuitr. I will answer you if I can. 

Dr. C. I. B. Brant. Brother White seems to think that some of us 
take this matter too seriously in interpreting the meaning of the 
syllabus in connection with the Congregationalists, and, in connection 
with that statement of his, I wondered what he thought of the Bible, - 
the old Book. Do you think it is a good book? I want to ask gin- 
cerely that question, because the most distinguished and widely- 
known gentleman who has spoken to us in favor of the pending mo- 
tion, in a book written, and I think he has either five or seven books on 
the Bible, on page three of the introduction to that book, that re- 
markable book which he wrote, I find these words, “It is not safe to 
put the Bible in any man’s hands until you first tell him distinctly- 
that it is not the sort, not the kind of a book that some people suppose 
it to be.” 

On through the bright days of childhood and the time of youth and 
days of middle life and old age, the firm, faithful, loving hand of God’s 
Holy Writ has led us, and now that some of us are getting gray and 
getting toward the close of life, 
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“One sweetly solemn thought 
Comes to me o’er and o’er;. 
I ’m nearer home to-day 
Than e’er I ’ve been before,” 


all because of the fact that I have implicit faith and confidence in the 
revelation that it has pleased God in his love to make to us concerning 
the truth as it is in Christ Jesus. 

True Presipinc Bishop. What was your question ? 

Dr. C. I. B. Brane. I asked him what he thought of that state- 
ment. 

Dr. R.J. Wurre. May I have the privilege of answering? 

Tue Presipinc BisHor. Yes. 

Dr. R. J. Waite. My answer is this, that I did not suppose, on 
the question of church union, we were discussing Dr. Gladden’s theol- 
ogy or his views of higher criticism. They are not a part of the dis- 
cussion at all, as I understand it. This syllabus says that each church 
shall retain its own name and its own creed and its own autonomy. I 
suspect, brethren, there are some of you who would be unwilling to 
fellowship some of us in your new theology in regard to some points, 
and, brethren, I would like to have it understood that if my union or 
my fellowship with the United Brethren depended upon the reception 
of another man’s creed in regard to every iota that is mentioned in the 
Bible, I am afraid it would be very difficult for me to even unite with 
a very great many; and I believe, brethren, that this question has noth- 
ing in this subject at this time, and the question of theology is alto- 
gether out of place. 

Rev. D. P. Baker, of East Tennessee Conference. I move the 
previous question. 

Seconded. 

J. L. Drury, of Iowa Conference. I move that we adjourn. 

Dr. L. S. Corneut, of Colorado Conference. Shall the chairman of 
the committee have no right to speak in the close? 

THE Presinine BisHor. The chairman has the right to five minutes 
in closing the discussion. 

Dr. A. C. Witmore. I second the motion to adjourn. 

The motion to adjourn was lost. * 

Prorsssor Keppen. The point that I want to get at is this: A rul- 
ing, I suppose, has been made since we started in the discussion that, 
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before the question is put, the chairman is allowed to make his speech. 
Is not that presuming that the motion will be carried. I believe it 
right to put the motion, and if it carries, then give him the right to 
close. 

Tue Presiping Bishop. I want to know whether the main question 
shall now be put. 

Bisuop Kepuart. The previous question has to be sustained by a 
certain number of votes. 

Tur Presipinc Bisuor. All favoring the putting of the main ques- 
tion, which is the previous question just moved, all favoring, signify 
by uplifted hands. Any opposed to it, like sign. It prevails. 

Tur Presipinc Bisuop. Now the five minutes before the question is 
put. 

Dr. L. §. Cornett, of Colorado Conference. I am sorry if there has 
been any feeling developed here that all parties have not had a fair 
showing. Now it has been said during this discussion that those who 
were opposed to the syllabus have not had a fair show. It seems to 
me that most of the speaking has been done by that class of persons 
here this afternoon, and we were not discussing it at the meeting the 
other night in presenting this report. The only discussions that have 
occurred during the pending of this report are the ones that have 
been made this afternoon on the motion to adopt. 

T hope that no one here will feel that there is a disposition to crowd 
those opposed to this syllabus, and while I certainly would like to hear 
from my brethren on the other side, I am glad they are very few, that 
there are very few of them. I am elad of that, but they did make a_ 
good deal of noise, and it is all right. What I want to say, brethren, 
is this: There has been the thought brought out here by those who 
were opposed to this report, like this: If it were only the syllabus, as 
far as federation is concerned, we would be glad to support it, but it 
means union. I want to tell you, my friends, if that syllabus means 
union, you nor I cannot stop it. We simply provide there for federa- 
tion. It is expressed there in the hope—I believe these are the words 
—that it may lead ultimately to union. If it come to union, it shall 
be a growth and not legislation. You and I cannot vote for union, 
but if it is God’s will that these churches shall grow together under a 
federation, then you and I will not be able to stop that growth. You 
are simply planting to give it a chance. If the tree of federation be 
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all that there is of it, let it grow; if that tree shall blossom out into 
glorious union, let it bloom [ Voices, Amen] and ripen with the fruit 
that shall be in harmony with God’s divine purpose. What I want to 
see is this fellowship between these three churches that is contemplated 
in the syllabus which has been read. I believe in that syllabus as a 
means of federation and closer relation between the three churches in- 
volved; whether it shall ever lead to union, I do not know. If it should 
lead to a dishonorable union, a union that would sacrifice the rights 
and privileges and Christian principles and the love of the United 
Brethren Church, I would not be in favor of it, nor this great United 
Brethren Church will not vote for it when it is submitted to you. On 
the other hand, should the glory of God and the salvation of men 
stand out prominently in this movement, then the true United Breth- 
ren heart, which first of all seeks the salvation of men will fall into 
line and step up to this higher plane of life. 

Now let us not forget that the purpose of this syllabus to-day is sim- 
ply to bring into federation, closer work, these three denominations, 
and not an organic union. As I said before, we must grow to that, 
and if we do not grow to that on religious lines, on Christian princi- 
ples, we will never get there, so you need not be worried over that for a 
moment. That is all I have to say. 

THE Presipinc Bisuor. Now the secretary will call the roll, and 
when your name is called you will answer yes or no. 

Rev. W. H. Wasuincer. I would like to ask a question of Brother 
White. 

The question was permitted. 

Rev. W. H. Wasuincer. I do not know whether I understood > 
Brother White. He said to unite with our Congregational friends; 
it means only fellowship. Now is that correct ? 

Rev. R. J. Wurre. I do not want to discuss it; it is simply a ques- 
tion of terms. Now you ask a Congregationalist minister if they have 
organic unity among themselves; he would say, Of course we have. If 
you should ask a United Brethren if we have organic unity amongst 
ourselves, Erie Conference with other conferences— 

Rev. D. P. Baxer, of East Tennessee Conference. I understood at 
this time there is no order but to vote. 

THE Presipinc Bisyop: Call the roll at once. The secretary will 
call the roll, and when the roll is called, you will answer yes or no. 
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Dr. Funk. I rise to a question. The call is not by individuals, but 
by conferences. 

Bisuor Minus. No, it is by individuals in the conferences, taking 
them in the order of conferences. 

Tue Presipinc Bisuop. Those who are in favor of that syllabus 
will answer yes as your names are called. Those opposed will answer 
no. It will be necessary now that you suppress all conversation and 
noise. Let it be very still, so that all can hear. 

The secretary proceeds with the roll-call, calling the name of the 
presiding bishop, Bishop N. Castle. ; 

Bisuop N. Castue. I vote yes, with the understanding that this is 
cultivation of unity and not union. 

Bisuop E. B. Kepuarr. Yes. 

Bisuor J. S. Mizis. Yes. 

Bisnor G. M. Maruews. I vote yes, because I think it is in keeping 
with the spirit of this new-century thought. 

Rev. D. P. Baker. Mr. Chairman, I object to members giving rea- 
sons. 

Tue Presipinc Bisuop. No, you cannot do that. 

Rev. D. P. Baker. I think the bishops are setting us a bad example. 

Tue Presipinc Bishop. Proceed. 

Bisnop Maruews. I think 260,000 persons will read it once in a 
while. : 

Dr. A. C. Winmore. It has been customary in this church for a 
quarter of a century that you may give your reasons with your vote. 

Tur Presipine Bisor. Proceed. 

Bisuor Maruews. I say I vote yes, because I am convinced that 
this is in keeping with the spirit of the twentieth-century thought, 
and this movement, guided by the Holy Spirit, will eventually glorify 
God, cultivate a closer relationship, result in strengthening the Re- 
deemer’s kingdom, and bring glory to that Name that is above every 
name. 

Bisuop W. M. WrexeEy. Yes. 

Brsuop W. M. Bsiu. Yes. 

Bisnop T. C. Carter. Yes. 

The secretary proceeded to call the roll by conferences: 
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ALLEGHENY. 
Ministerial Delegates. 


W. R. Funk. I gladly vote yes, because I believe that God is in the 
plan. 

S. W. Keister. Understanding that this means federation, with 
which I am in most hearty sympathy, I vote yes. 

J. I. L. Resster. Yes. 

S. S. Houeu. Yes. 

L. W. Srauu. Yes. 

G. W. SHerriox. Yes. 

Lay Delegates. 

ALBERT Keister. Yes. 

G. W. Miter. Yes. 

A. E. Roose. Yes. 

E. D. Mitire. Absent. 

C. E. Muu. Yes. 
H. B. Baisu. Absent. 


ARKANSAS VALLEY. 


Ministerial Delegates. 
. L. Hinsnaw. Yes. 
. R. Harner. For federation, yes. 
Lay Delegates. 


Guyer. Yes. 


W. C. 
D. D. Warts. - Yes. 
CALIFORNIA. . 


Ministerial Delegate. 
J. L. Parks. Yes. 


Lay Delegate. 
Mark Kepren. Yes. 


COLORADO, 


Minasterial Delegate. 
L. 8S. Cornetn. Yes. 


Lay Delegate. 
E. N. Ricnarps. Yes. 


COLUMBIA RIVER, ¢ 


Ministerial Delegate. 
W.R. Luoyp. Yes. 
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Lay Delegate. 
CHARLES JOHNSON. Yes. 


DES MOINES. 
Ministerial Delegates. 


Grorcr Minter. Yes, with the distinct understanding that only the 
first step is to be carried out. 

W. F. Cronk. Believing my action to be in harmony with the life 
and teaching of Jesus our Lord, I vote yes. 

FE. W. Curtis. Because the whole Church is watching us, and the 
world is watching us, and God is looking upon us, I vote yes. 

G. O. Porter. Because it will give the people a chance to speak 
upon this matter before it is finally settled, I vote yes. 

Lay Delegates. 
Mrs. A. M. Ruinenwart. Yes. 
W. E. Burcsss. Yes. 


Joun SHamMBauGH. Yes. 

Ep Van Cieve. Yes. 

EAST NEBRASKA. 
Ministerial Delegates. 

W. E. Scuent. I vote yes, because it has been nineteen hundred 
years since Christ prayed that his children might be one, and since 
he looked down from the cross, pouring out his blood for our redemp- 
tion, and yet at this late day we find so many denominations hinder- 
ing one another rather than helping one another; therefore I vote yes, 
confidently and hopefully and enthusiastically. 

C.S. Lone. Yes. 

W. M. Buswetu. Yes. 

Lay Delegates. 

Mrs. W. E. Scuett. Absent. 


S.C. CaLpweELL. Yes. 
N. A. Dnan. No response. 


EAST OHIO. 
Ministerial Delegates. 
D. W. Sprinkie. Yes. 
J.D. Wyanpt. Yes. 
CO. W. Recarp. Yes. 
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W. O. Sirrert. Yes. : 
J.S. Kenpatu. Yes. 


Lay Delegates. 
A. A. Moorz. Yes. 


J. M. Cogan. Yes. 

W. E. Arruart. Yes. 

W.G. Love. Yes. 

J. M. Bam. Yes. 

EASTERN PENNSYLVANIA. 
Ministerial Delegates. 

D. D. Lowzry. I vote yes, and in so doing wish to state that I rep- 
resent an overwhelming majority of the membership of the Eastern 
Pennsylvania Conference, and I make this statement especially be- 
cause of the remarks to the contrary that have been made since I am 
here. : 

H.S. Gasper. Yes. 

C. I. B. Brans. No. 

_ I. H. Atpricur. Yes, for federation of course, and as the Lord’s 
Spirit may guide us on and lead us on, and also for organic union. 
H. U. Roop. Yes. 

~M. J. Mumma. Yes. 

Lay Delegates. 
EK. Bensamin Bierman. Yes. 
T. G. Spanaurr. Yes. 
D. A. Perers. Yes. 
H. J. Roop. Yes. 
B. H. Eneir. Yes. 
J.G. Steuman. Yes. 
EAST TENNESSEE. 


Ministerial Delegates. 
W. Pau. Yes. 


. P. Baker. Yes. : 


Lay Delegates. 
. C. Kenzer. Yes. 
S 


. Monry. Yes. 
ERIR. 


Ministerial Delegates. 
R. J. Wuitr. Yes. 


I. BeEnNEHOoFF. Yes. 
N. J. McInrvyre. Yes. 
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Lay Delegates. 
S. M. Love. Absent. 


D. Suarrer. Yes. 
Mrs. O. J. Gace, Absent. 
GEORGIA. 


Ministerial Delegate. 
I. W. Bearss. Yes. 
Lay Delegate. 
Miss Kate Booxrr. No response. 


GERMANY. 


Mintsterial Delegate. 
H. BarkeMeyer. Yes. 


Lay Delegate. 
F. Sprecet. Absent. 


ILLINOIS. 


Ministerial Delegates. 
V. W. Overton. Yes. 
5 lant 
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AFFNER. ved 
INDIANA, 
Ministerial Delegates. 

Watts. Yes. 
ScHoonover. Yes. 
Hopson. Yes. 
. Topp. Yes. 
A. W. Arrorp. Yes. 


J. H. 
d vines 
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8. L 


Lay Delegates. 

Henry Wricut. Yes. 

R. J. Barr. Yes. 

Emma Oraic. Yes. 

G. A. Horrentt. Yes. 

E. W. Myers. Yes. 

IOWA. 
Ministerial Delegates. 

VY. A. Caruton. Yes. 

M. R. Drury. Yes. 

W.I1. Beatty. Yes. 
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Lay Delegates. 
J. L. Drury. Yes. 
Mrs. Frep Giester. Yes. 
E. R. Smiru. Yes. 
JAPAN. 

Ministerial Delegate. 

A. T. Howarp. Yes. 
KENTUCKY. 

Ministerial Delegate. 

Henry Craic. Yes. 


Lay Delegate. 
B. Ler. No response. 


LOUISIANA. 
Ministerial Delegate. 
J. H. Parrerson. Yes. 
Lay Delegate. 
Mrs. Anna Parrerson. Yes. 


LOWER WABASH. 


Ministerial Delegates. 
J. B. Connetr. Yes. 
J. L. BRANDENBURG. Yes. 


D. R. Senerr. I am a United Brethren, and believe that the United 
Brethren everywhere ought to meet at least half way all brethren of 
all churches who ought to become united in Christ, and hoping that 
this movement will lead to a glorious union with these churches, I vote 
yes. 


J. B. Norvieu. Yes. 
J. A. Hawkins. Yes. 


Lay Delegate. 
GrorGrE FREDENBERGER. Yes. 
H. F. Brupaxer. Yes. 
Mrs. Mary A. Garber. Yes. 
A. J. Cowprn. Yes. 
Henry WesEr. Yes. 
MIAMI. 
Mimsterial Delegates. 
P.M. Camp. Yes. 
H. H. Four. Yes. 
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. J. Burkert. Yes. 
.G. Huser. Yes. 
. P. Mackin. Yes. 
Lay Delegates. 
FE. S. Lorenz. Believing that a crumb.is better than no bread at 
all, I vote yes. 
Rospert CowpEn. No response. 
S. E. Kumisr. Yes. 
J.C. Myers, Yes. 
Mrs. B. F. Wirt. Yes. 
MICHIGAN. 


Ministerial Delegates. 


Ext Goop. Believing that the laity ought to have an opportunity 
to express its opinion upon this question, I answer yes. 

W. D. Srrarron. I said yesterday that I was half way converted to 
church union. To-day I am wholly converted to church federation, 
and vote yes. 

H: H. Fuory. Yes. 
Lay Delegates. 

G. W. Dititensacn. Yes. 
ie ibnan.. Yes. 

LeRoy Howarp. Yes. 

MINNESOTA. 
Ministerial Delegates. 

W. W. Vine. Yes. 

Hi. Dzau. Because I believe that it will please God to have his 
people get nearer together, and that means free from all division, I 


vote yes. 
Lay Delegates. 


F. M. Henry. Yes. 
Mrs. Heten Goutp. Hoping, whether we are united or not united, 


that this Conference will see that we are provided with a minister 
twelve months out of the year instead of eight, I vote yes. 


MISSOURI. 
Ministerial Delegates. 


L. Berarer. Yes, sure. 
J. 


D. 
H. J. Gunnezs. Yes. 
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Lay Delegates. 
Mrs. Sarau Fisuer. Yes. : 
C. M. Funk. Yes, with all my heart. 


NEOSHO CONFERENCE. 
Ministerial Delegates. 


N. L. Vezizr. No response. 

G. H. Hinton. With malice toward none, with charity for all, be- 
heving from an honest heart that this whole movement is not of God, 
but purely human, I vote no. 

J. R. Cuampers. I am emphatically in favor of chureh federation 
and cooperation, as I have always been in my thirty-two years of min- 
isterial life, yet believing as I do that this syllabus, as it pronounces 
positively and emphatically for organic union, as soon as we can get 
to it, but believing that not practical or desirable with a church that 
has a man as high in authority as Dr. Lyman Abbott is in the Congre- 
gational Church, who spoke as he did in his lecture a few weeks ago, 
denying the existence of a God, and especially when this expensive, 
unsatisfactory General Council, is provided for, I vote no. 


Lay Delegates. 
J. M. Atrarrer. Yes. 


R. H. Bennett. Yes. 
Evia J. Kirxeatrick. Yes. 


NORTHEAST KANSAS, 
Ministerial Delegates. 
J. B. Derver. Yes. 
J. H. Snyper. Yes. 
F. M. Testerman. Yes. 
Lay Delegates. 
Marr Epmonps. Believing this is a step in the right direction, I 
vote yes. 
J.G. Porterrietp. Yes. 
A. E. Wiuson. Yes. 
NORTHERN ILLINOIS. 
Ministerial Delegates. 
H. W. Truesioop. Yes. 
C. A. THorn. Yes. 
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J. A. F. Kine. Because I could not be in full fellowship with my ~ 
divine King without voting yes, I vote yes. 


Lay Delegates. 
F. N. Munonw. Yes. 


ALEXANDER ANDERSON. Yes. 
Je@s Pron. Yes: 
NORTHERN NEBRASKA. 


Ministerial Delegate. 
A. A. Garner. Yes. 
Lay Delegate. 
¥. E. Kerr. Yes. 


NORTHWEST KANSAS. 
Ministerial Delegates. 


E. R. Basser. I am heartily in favor of a closer union for all our 
Protestant churches, and I am also in favor of organic union with the 
Methodist Protestant and other churches of similar creed. I vote yes. 

W. 4H. Tasker. Yes. 


C. U. MoKes. Yes. 
Lay Delegates. 
M. P. Mitier. Yes. 


Mrs. Mary Meap. No. 
Mrs. Martie Stoner. Yes. 


OHIO GERMAN. 
Ministerial Delegates. 
J.C. Bremer. Yes. 


G. Frirz. Absent. 
Lay Delegates. 


EvuGEeNE SCHAEFFER. Yes. - 
CO. F. Kocn: Yes. 
: OKLAHOMA. 
Ministerial Delegates. 

D. L. Dous. Inasmuch as I believe that the Lord Jesus has been 
in this movement since the start, and, in fact, the first message I saw 
on this line from my dear brethren brought joy into my soul, I have 
had it in my heart ever since; that it should receive encouragement 
from my brethren, not only to endorse this simply, but that some day 
we will have an organic union, not only with these three, but with all 
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the others, and that God will help us to see such an ingathering of 
souls as we have never seen before in history. For this I vote yes. 

W. Wooo. In that I do not wish to put a stop to the Christ-life 
among men; as this syllabus points to a deeper, grander, and more 
glorious harmony with our Christ that we love, I vote yes. 


; Lay Delegates. 
J. M. Hackett. Absent. 
J.H. Poote. Yes. 

ONTARIO. 
Mimsterial Delegates. 
W. A. Ropins. Yes. aro 
J. W. Scuorietp. Because it is in harmony with the principles of 
our Church, and because I believe it to be the first step toward or- 
ganic union, yes. 


Lay Delegates. 
Isaac Hizporn. Yes. 


Witi1amM MicHner. Yes. 

OREGON. 
Ministerial Delegates. 

F. H. Nerr. Because I believe in the very depth of my heart that 
this is the will of God, I vote yes. 

H. C. Suarrer. With the distinct understanding that I am not in 
favor of organic union with the Congregational Church, and in favor 
of organic union with the Methodist Protestant Church, I vote yes. 
‘To this I vote yes, which I believe means federation with them both. 

Lay Delegates. 

W. O. Zeicuer. Absent, 

Mrs. Nannie A. Henxur. Yes. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 
Ministerial Delegates. 

W. H. Wasuincer. With the distinct understanding that the sylla- 
bus only means closer relationship, stronger spiritual union, a one- 
ness of faith in Jesus Christ, in union of heart, in union of work, in 
soul-saving, which is the real unity and not organic union, I vote yes. 

A. R. Ayres. Because I always believe in a right start, and that we 
have a right to vote on the question, I gladly vote yes. 
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J. L. Grimm. Because I believe that it is in accord with the will of 
our Lord, who prayed that wonderful high priestly prayer that all his 
people might be one, and because my annual conference almost unani- 
mously expressed itself in annual session in favor, I vote yes. 

A. B. Starron. Yes. 

G. D. Gossarp. Yes. 

J. W. Kiracorr. Because Item 4 in this syllabus, according to my 
judgment, commits us to organic union, therefore I vote no. 

Lay Delegates. 

W. A. Lutz. Yes. 

Grorce A. Wotrr. Yes. 

S. F. Huser. With the understanding that it is a movement for 
church fellowship instead of church federation, yes. 

G. C. Snyper. Yes. 

J.C. Heckert. Yes. 

Georce SpancuER. Yes. 


SANDUSKY. 
Ministerial Delegates. 


W. O. Fries. I vote yes, because I believe it is an opportunity to act 
in harmony with the way the Holy Spirit has led me along for years, 
that all believers may be one as Christ and the Father are one. 

J. W. Litty. Yes. 

A. W. Bauuincer. After enjoying nearly two years of the sweetest 
fellowship with the Congregational ministers of Toledo, Ohio, and 
with the desire to bring about the glad day for which our Lord prayed, 
I vote yes. 

W. Z. Roperts. Without any reservation I vote yes. 

F. P. Rossetot. Yes. 

D. R. Mituer. Yes. 

Lay Delegates. 

G. C. Witt1ams. Because I believe that God is in this movement, I 
vote yes. 

D. R. Sroxer. Yes. 

A. H. Lavenpaum. Yes. 

GeEoRGE Sace. Yes. 

S. W. Lorr. Yes. 

J. B. Suarzer. Yes. 
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SOUTHEAST OHIO. 
Ministerial Delegates. 


Grorce Gricer. Feeling that nine-tenths of the laity of my con- 
stitueney favor church federation, I vote yes. 

W. 4H. Wricut. Yes. 

J. W. Wiis, Yes. 

A. Orr. Yes. 

W. A. Suir. Yes. 


Lay Delegates. 
P. M. Srreicu. Yes. 
JOHN Barnes. Yes, indeed. 
EK. S. Nevupine. Yes. 
I. B. Wricut. Yes. 
Joun O. Huuirr. Yes. 


ST. JOSEPH. 
Mimsterial Delegates. 

J. W. Lake. At this stage of the proceedings I desire to record my 
vote yes to the federation idea. 

W. F. Parker. Yes. 

J.C. Smwons. With the understanding that it simply means federa- 
tion, and not organic union, I will say yes. 

A. M. Cummins. Yes. 

Lay Delegates. 

Mrs. Suz Ricuer. Yes. 
_ Mrs. J. W. Goopwin. Yes. 

C. L. Raymonp. Yes. 

JASPER GosHaRD. Yes. 

Mrs. M. E. Sickaroosr. Yes. 


UPPER WABASH. 
Ministerial Delegates. 


R. M. Zuck. Believing that the Lord J esus Christ is our leader in 


these matters, and not being afraid to follow him, even if he does lead 


up to organic union, I vote yes. 
s 
A. M. Snyper. Because I could not otherwise remain in harmony 


with the great plans and purposes of Jesus Christ, I therefore vote 
yes. 
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> W. E. Srantey. If we are to complete the marriage contract with 
these brethren, and they are to be the spouse, and are willing for us to 
retain the name of United Brethren in Christ, I answer yes. 

Eimer Mater. Yes. 


Lay Delegates. 
W.H. Cueapie. Yes. 


G. W. Mater. Absent. 
Lizziz Branson. Yes. 
Ipa WiuuiamMs. Yes. 
VIRGINIA. 
Ministerial Delegates. 


W. F. Gruver. With the desire for closer federation and greater 
unity between the three churches named, I vote yes. 
A. S. Hammack. Yes. 
Grorce P. Hort. Yes. 
A. P. FunkHouser. Yes. 
W.R. Berry. Yes. 
Lay Delegates. 
RuesusH. Yes. 


J. H. 
B. F. Gruver. Yes. 
Je As BELL. Yes: 
Heeb: ree! I vote yes. 
J. N. Garper. Yes. 
WEST AFRICA. 
Ministerial Delegate. 
J. R. Kine. Yes. 
Lay Delegate. 
Mrs. Zevua B. Kine. Yes. 


WEST NEBRASKA. 
Ministerial Delegates. 
A. Boyp. Yes. 
W. O. Harper. Yes. 
Lay Delegates. 
A. P. Jounson. Yes. 
F. A. Burr. Yes. 
WEST TENNESSEE. 


Ministerial Delegate. 


¥F. M. Morean. Yes. 
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Lay* Delegate. ‘ 
A. A. Grooms. Yes. 
WEST VIRGINIA. 

Ministerial Delegates. 
we Cox. Yes: 
. A. Davis. For open federation I vote yes. 
. R. Hess. I vote yes for the federation and shall live in hopes of 
a closer organic union for the three churches. 


. D. Hernpon. I vote yes, for an opportunity of doing right. 
. H. Reese. Yes. 


mao 
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Lay Delegates. 

W. 4H. Jack. Absent. ee 

W. O. Mitts. Yes. 

Miss Grace WarNER. Yes. 

Mrs. A. J. Spencer. Absent. 

J.S. Davis. Yes. 

WHITE RIVER. 
Ministerial Delegates. 

J.T. Roperts. Yes. 

M. F. Dawson. For federation only, yes. 

J. E. Suannon. Believing that all that are in Christ are one body 
now, having by one spirit been baptized into it, and wishing to aid 
in removing anything that hinders the perfect articulation of the 
members, I vote yes. 

Awonzo Myer. Yes. 

A. C. Witmorr. Yes. 


Lay Delegates. 
W. W. Rosins. Absent. 


A. J. Jupay. Yes. 
S. Wertz. Absent. 
C. L. Garp. Yes. 
S. H. Hunt. Yes. 
WISCONSIN. 
Ministerial Delegates. 
A. D. Wurrnry. Yes. 
J. A. RicHarpson. Yes. a 
Lay “Delegates. 
Mrs. Cetina Ricuarps. Yes. 
W. E. Giuuincuam. Yes. 
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The secretary read the result of the vote, which was as follows: 

Yeas, 251; nays, 5; absent or not voting, 19. Total vote, 275. 

Rev. H. W. Trueswoop, of Northern Illinois Conference. I move 
we do now adjourn. 

Seconded. 

Announcements were made by various committees, and the motion 
to adjourn prevailed. 

Benediction by Bishop Weekley. 





EIGHTH DAY—MORNING SESSION. 


= Fripay, May 19, 1905, 8:30 a. M. 

Bishop Kephart presiding. 

Rev. Geo. Geiger, of Southeast Ohio Conferenve, led the devotions. 

Rev. J. W. Willis, of Southeast Ohio Conference, led the singing. ° 

Song No. 177, “I Must Tell Jesus,” was followed with prayer by 
the leader, Rev. Geo. Geiger. 

Song No. 199, “What a Friend We Have in Jesus,” was followed 
by the reading of the fourteenth to thirty-eighth verses, inclusive, of 
the tenth chapter of St. John. This was followed with prayer by Rev. 
W. Z. Roberts and Rev. H. S. Gabel. Song No. 251, “It is Well with 
My Soul,” was followed with prayer by Rev. J. W. Lake and Rev. 
W. F. Gruver. 

The devotional services closed with song No. 78, “Never Alone.” 

Tue Presipinc BisHop. The reading of the minutes will be in order. 
I believe we agreed yesterday morning to dispense with further calling 
of the roll. 

Secretary Snyder read the minutes of the sessions of the previous 
day. 

The minutes were corrected and approved. 

Tur Presipinc Bisnop. Have you any miscellaneous business that 
you wish introduced at this time ? 

Rev. W. E. Scuett, of East Nebraska Conference. I wish to intro- 
' duce the following: 


Wuereas, Inasmuch as we have now been in session for eight days, 
and the major portion of the business of the General Conference yet 
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remains to be done, it is hereby. resolved that Rule 14 shall be so 
amended as to limit each speech,to three minutes. 

Wm. E. ScHEtu. 

W. M. Buswe tu. 

C. S. Lone. 

S. €. CALDWELL. 

The motion was approved. 

Rev. J. T. Roperts, of White River Conference. Inasmuch as the 
committees have their work well in hand, and a great deal of work to 
do, I move to suspend the rules and hereafter we meet at eight o’clock 
in the morning, instead of half past eight, and in the afternoon at 
half past one instead of two. 

It was so ordered. 

Rev. A. P. Funxkwouser, of Virginia Conference. If it is thought 
worth while to bring in the order of business for the balance of the 
Conference, the committee will make a report at this time. 

Tue Presipine Bisnop. As soon as you get through the miscellane- 

*ous business you have the order of business, unfinished business. 

BisHop Minis. May I introduce a resolution providing for the 
members of the council of the federated churches? You will remem- 
ber that we only provided for the creation of that council yesterday. 
This is a resolution providing for the members for the federation of 
churches. Our proportion of that council is twenty-five. 


Resolved, 1. That we instruct the Committee on Nominations to 
nominate seventy-five persons of equal numbers of ministers and lay 
members, selected from the bishops’ several districts, in proportion to 
their church membership, one-third of whom shall be elected as our 
representatives on the Union Council of the federated churches. 

_ 2. That each annual conference provide for the expense of its 
representation in this council. % 


Tue Presiping BrsHop. Bishop Mills, let me ask this question: 
Does this relate to the council that meets in New York, or the three 
federated churches ? 

Bishop Mints. The resolution says clearly the three federated 
churches. 


. Tue Presipine Bisnop. I did not catch that; that is what I must 
know. 


BisHop Mints. It says elected to the United Council of the three 
federated churches. 
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_R. H. Bennett, of Neosho Conference. I desire to ask a question 
as to that representation. The bishop stated that it was twenty-five. 
I had understood that it was one for each five thousand of our mem- 
bership. If this is true, it would be fifty-two. 

Bisuop Mitts. I had it in my mind one for each ten thousand. 

Dr. Funk. I believe five thousand is correct. 

Bisuop Mitts. Then I will change my figures to double the number 
indicated. I will double the number and you can agree to ‘elect half 
of them, so they will nominate one hundred, equal number of laymen 
and ministers, and half of whom should be elected on this council of 
the federated churches. Now I will read it as amended: 

Resolved, 1. That we instruct the Committee on Nominations to 
nominate one hundred persons of equal numbers of ministers and lay 
members, selected from the different bishops’ districts, in proportion to 
their church membership, one-half of whom shall be elected as our 
representatives of our United Council of the three federated churches. 


2. That each annual conference provide for the expense of its rep- 
resentation on this council. 


Bisnop Maruews. I wish to ask a question. I think it is perti- 
nent. “One-half of whom”—does that mean in your election? One- 
half of whom shall be laymen and one-half ministers ? 

Bisnop Miuis. I think my paper is clear. One-half of these nom- 
inations shall be laymen and one-half ministers. 

Rey. Guo. Gricer, of Southeast Ohio Conference. There is a rule 
of this Conference against the use of any name more than once. Does 
that apply only to the boards? Will this committee be at liberty to 
‘use names without reference to that resolution ? 

Tur Presipinc Bisuor. As far as it relates to this matter, and as 
it is a kind of an outside matter, the General Conference had better 
determine that for itself. 

Dr. A. C. Witmore, of White River Conference. What is the num- 
ber of representatives that the Church is entitled to in that council? 
Ts it twenty-five? 

Tur Preswine Bisnor. No, fifty is the number to be chosen. 

Dr. G. P. Mackin, of Miami Conference. I move to amend by say- 
ing that the bishops appoint. 

Seconded. 

Dr. W. E. Scuety, of East Nebraska Conference. I move as a 
substitute that the rule relative to nominations be suspended in this 
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case, and that the committee shall have power to nominate persons 
who have already been named for other boards. 

Seconded. 

Tue Presininc Bisuop. Are you ready to vote on the substitute? 
State your substitute, Dr. Schell. 

Dr. W. E. Scurry. I move that the rule be suspended, providing 
that a person can only be nominated but once in this special case, and 
that persons who have been nominated on boards can be nominated on 
this council. 

R. H. Bennett, of Neosho Conference. I rise to a point of order. 
My point is that the substitute is not in substance relative to the same 
matter that is before the house, and is therefore out of order. 


THe Presipine BisHor. I guess the Conference can decide for. 


itself. Are you ready to vote for the substitute ? 

Rev. D. D. Lowery, of Eastern Pennsylvania Conference. When I 
vote I would like to know what I am voting for. If we vote this sub- 
stitute down, we are to understand that the bishops are to appoint, 
and that this same rule will not apply to the other question that is 
before us if the substitute is voted down. Am I correct in my opin- 
ion ¢ 

Dr. Funk. This motion before us is that the bishops appoint the 
representatives. 

Tue Presminc Bisnop. That is the amendment to the original 
paper, and this is the substitute to that amendment. 

Rey. D. D. Lowery. If this substitute should be voted down and 
the amendment should be passed, the rule will not interfere with the 
bishops’ appointment ? 

Tue Presipine Bisuor. No, sir. 

Tue Presipine Bisnop. All in favor of the adoption of the substi- 
tute will raise their hands. All opposed, like sign. It is voted down. 

Rev. J. R. Kina, of West Africa Conference. I move to amend that 
the Board of Bishops be on this board. I was afraid that the bishops 
would not appoint themselves. 

Seconded. 

Dr. M. R. Drury. Do we understand that the seven bishops are on 
this commission, and they will appoint forty-three others ? 

THE Presipine Bishop. You must not infer that. 

Bisnop Maruews. I wish to announce to the Conference that I 
know one member of the board that is not going to appoint himself. 
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Tur Preswine BisHor. Oh, you will get over that after while. 

Bisuor Matuews. No, sir, I will never get over it. 

Dr. R. J. Wurrs, of Erie Conference. I am heartily in favor of the 
bishops acting on this commission. We are all heartily in favor of 
our bishops being on this commission of fifty, but we are only entitled 
to fifty, and the arrangement is that the bishops are members of this 
commission, and only forty-three are left to be appointed. 

Dr. Funk. Brother King’s amendment is a good one. 

Tue Presipinc BrsHop. You have heard Brother King’s amend- 
ment. 

Rev. G. W. Suerrick. I would like to know if Brother J. R. King’s 
amendment so states it that they are to appoint only forty-three? 

Rev. J. R. Kine. That is the case. 

Tue Presipinc BisHor. We understand it. All in favor of Brother 
King’s amendment may indicate by raising their hand. All opposed, 
like sign. 

It was adopted. 

Rev. J. W. Laks, of St. Joseph Conference. I see another matter 
there that I think would allow of another amendment. The expense 
of this delegation is going to be quite large, and unless the delegation 
is distributed equally among the conferences, it will be unfair for the 
annual conferences to provide for the expenses. Of course, I think 
under this arrangement it is all right, but not under the old arrange-- 
ment. 

Dr. Funk. The question now, as I understand it, is on the amend- 
ment that the bishops appoint. 

Tue Presipinc Bisuop. That is the amendment. 

Proressor Keppet, of California Conference. I want to ask a, 
question. As I understand the matter, this syllabus which we adopted 
yesterday is to be submitted to a vote of the Church. 

Tur Preswine Bisuor. No, sir. . 

Proressor Kerrey. Then I misunderstood it. I have no question 
to ask, then. 

Rev. H. GC. Suarrer, of Oregon Conference. I would like to ask a 
question. Is it not true that we are entitled to fifty-two delegates ? 

Dr. Funk. Let the bishops determine that. 

Tur Presipinc BisHop. You know what your paper says. This is 
an amendment to the paper. 
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Rev. L. W. Sraut; of Allegheny Conference. I desire to ask a 
question. JI presume, as the bishops have the power to appoint the 
delegates, they can fill vacancies, and appoint alternates. 

Tue Presipinc Bisnor. That will be the understanding. Now all 
in favor of the amendment as amended raise their hands. Now all in 
favor of the paper as amended raise their hands. 

Voices. Please read the paper. 

Bisuor Miuus. The paper ag it now is reads as follows: 


The bishops shall be ea officio members of this council, and that 
they shall appoint the other forty-three members of the council, one- 
half laymen and one-half ministers, giving the odd one to the laymen, 
and that each annual conference provide for the expenses of its repre- 
sentatives on this council. 


Rey. N. L. Vezis, of Neosho Conference. I move you that the item 
which refers to the conferences providing for the expenses of the dele- 
gates be stricken from it. 

Tse Presipine BisHor. I hear no second. All in favor of the adop- 
tion of the paper will raise their hands. All opposed, like sign. It is 
adopted. : 

THE Presipinc BisHop. Will you proceed to the regular order of 
business, which is election of Trustees of the Printing Establishment? 

Voicrs. Yes. 

Proressor Keppen. Yesterday afternoon the Committee on Audit- 
ing announced that they were ready to report, and I suppose under the 
head of miscellaneous business they might have an opportunity. 

Tue Presipinc Brsnor. You had better hold that report, and pro- 
ceed with the regular order of business. 

Rev. W. F. Grover, of Virginia Conference. The Committee on 
Nominations is ready to read their report, if you want it read now, so 
it can go to the printer. If not, you can let it go over. 

Dr. Funx. We: certainly ought to have that report either read or 
unread. 

Tue Presipinc Bisnop. The reading of the report is called for; 
please read. 

Dr. Grorce Miter, of Des Moines Conference. I move you that 
the report go to the printer without reading. 

This was done by general consent. 

Tue Presipinc Bisnop. You will please proceed to the order of 
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business. Please prepare your ballots for the election of the Trustees 
for the Printing Establishment. 

Dr. Bierman, of Eastern Pennsylvania Conference. I understand 
that the ballot is not printed. 

Tur Presiping Bisuor. It is printed, and you will not be called 
upon, brethren, to vote until you get your ballots. We do not ask 
people to shoot without powder. : 

Secretary Snyper. .I move that the bishops appoint the necessary 
boards of tellers for counting the ballots of these several boards. 

It was adopted. 

Rev. W. F. Gruver. A brother has suggested that you must be a 
little saving of your ballots, for there are only about enough to go 
round twice. 

Tur Presipinc Brsnop. That is another way of saying that you had 
better shoot close, I suppose. 

Rev. W. F. Gruver. I want to make a statement in reference to 
these ballots, an explanation. I am chairman of the committee. 
Brother S. W. Paul appears on this ballot. The name of Brother 
Paul will appear on another ballot, and it is asked that you do not vote 
for Brother Paul. The name of Brother Paul is not to be considered 
on this ballot. 

Tue Presipinc Bisnop. Brethren, I am informed that you have 
only four districts represented, while you have five districts. What are 
you going to do about it? i 

Dr. D. R. Mutter. Mr. Bishop, let me say that the entire Church is 
represented in this because we only had four districts at that time. 

Tur Presipinc Bisnor. You will please correct the ballot. — 

S. E. Kumtuer, of Miami Conference. The committee have nom- 
inated the only three persons from Dayton, the only three to be voted 
for. The Conference is to vote for three men whose names are on this 
ticket from Dayton. 

Tue Presipinc Brsuor. That has been stated before; three persons 
must be elected from Dayton or vicinity. You will please remember 
that. That is the statuatory law. 

Proressor Kerrey. If Brother Kumler is right, and only three are 
from Dayton, it should be stated which the three are from Dayton. 

Dr. Funk. There are four. 

Tur Presipinc Bisuor. You will please prepare your ballots and 
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the ballots will be collected. Brother J. R. King and Brother J. I. L. 
Ressler will please collect the Ballots over on this side (left), and 
Brothers A. A. Moore and Brother Cowden will collect them on that 
side (right). 

Dr. Funk. I want to raise the question as to whether in the election 
of these trustees and the different boards, it is understood that all must 
have a plurality or a majority. 

Voices. Some say plurality and some say majority. 

Dr. Funk. You can vote for sixteen days on this majority rule. 

Tue Preswprinc BisHor. I think your custom has been plurality 
vote; that is, in past General Conferences. 

Dr. Funx. In order to settle the matter I move that a plurality vote 
elect on all of these boards. 

It was approved. 

Tue Presipine BisHor. These ballots, when collected, will be turned 
over to the following persons as a board of tellers to count them: Pro- 
fessor Mark Keppel, Alexander Anderson, 8S. F. Huber. : 

Rey. A. P. Funxuouser, of Virginia Conference. I desire to call 
the attention of Conference to Rule 29, which says that all elections 
of officers shall be by ballot, and the majority of all votes cast shall be 
necessary to a choice. If we desire it otherwise, we shall have to sus- 
pend this rule. 

Dr. Funx. I move to suspend the rules. 

Seconded. : 

THe Presiping Bishop. Will you do that by general consent? If 
there be no dissent— fi 

Rey..A..P. Funxnouser. I dissent. There should be another rule. 
Instead of a majority a plurality should elect. I desire that that ap- 
ply only to the boards. 

Tue Presipine Bisuor. That is all right, and that is the vote that 
was already taken. 

Proressor Kepren. A question of personal privilege. 

THE Presiping BisHop. We cannot have any question of personal 
privilege while a ballot is being taken. You are a member of the 
Board of Tellers. After the vote is taken if you want to ask any — 
questions as to instructions it will be all right. You will please gather 
in the ballots. The Board of Tellers wil] please come forward and re-~* 
ceive these ballots. 
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Ray. J. A. F. Kine, of Northern Illinois Conference. There has been 
no election of a committee to station the bishops. I move that we pro- 
ceed to elect a committee to station the bishops. 

Seconded. 

Tur Preswinc Bisnop. It is moved and seconded that we proceed 
to elect a committee to station the bishops. There was a resolution, I 
believe, introduced yesterday relative to the matter. 

Rev. A. P. Funxnouser, of Virginia Conference. It has been the 
custom that the delegates from each district get together and choose 
their own committeemen. : 

Tur Presipine Bisnor. No, sir. The General Conference selected 
two from each district, and they were elected by the Conference. 

Rev. L. W. Srant. I move you as a substitute for the resolution 
offered by Brother King that the Board of Bishops appoint three from 
each bishop’s district who shall constitute a committee to station the 
bishops. 

Seconded. 

Tue Presiping Bisuop. You offer that as a substitute ? 

Rev. L. W. Stauu. As a substitute. 

Seconded. . 

Rev. A. W. Batuincur, of Sandusky Conference. I call the atten- 
tion of the Conference to the superintendency report that we adopted 
yesterday which provides, and I think it is in the old Discipline just 
the same. 

Tur Presiinc Brsnor. The old Discipline does not contain any- 
thing about that. You will find it on a certain page of the minutes of 
the last. Conference. 

Dr. M. R. Drury. I want to read what the Discipline says: 

The bishops shall be assigned to their respective districts by a com- 
mittee of three from each district, to be elected by the delegates from 
that district assembled for that purpose. 

Dr. M. R. Drury. I move that we proceed according to this rule to 
the election of the committee. 

Tue Presipinc Bishop. That was the action of the last General 
Conference. You will find it on a certain page of the minutes of the 
last Conference. 

Dr. BrerMan. I find this in the Discipline: 


The bishops shall be assigned to their respective districts by a com- 
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mittee of three from each district to be elected by the delegates from 
that district assembled for that purpose. 


Dr. M. R. Drury. That is just what I read. 

Tue Presipine BisHop. Of course you have that, and that is the 
law of the Church. 

Rey. F. P. Rossgxor. I rise to a point of order, whether or not the 
other motions are out of order. 

Tue Presipine Bisnor. The other motions are out of order. 

Rev. H. OC. Suarrer, of Oregon Conference. Are we to understand 
now that it refers to the districts as they were represented at the be- 
ginning of this Conference? 

THE Presipine Bisnop. No, sir. 

Riv ee! Suarrer. Are we to have five districts, as now arranged 
for? 

THe Presipine Bisuor. Five districts. 

Rev. J. A. F. Kine. I hold that my motion is not out of order. 

THE Presipinc BisHop. You have the Discipline. 

Rey. J. A. F. King. Can we not vote by districts at this time? 

THe Preswine Bisnop. That would be a little difficult for you. 
You move that you proceed as per Discipline to elect, then your mo- 
tion is strictly in order. 

Rev. J. A. F. Kine. That is my motion. 

Dr. M. R. Drury, of Iowa Conference. That was my motion five 
minutes ago. 

THE Presipine BisHor. It was not seconded. 

Dr. M. R. Drury. Yes, it was. 

Tue Presipine Bisnop. J did not hear it seconded. 

Rev. J. W. Laks, of St. J oseph Conference. In the disciplinary 
article you referred to it says that these delegates shall be elected by 
the delegates in the district assembled for that purpose. 

THE Presipinc Bisuor. So they can elect or appoint. If I under- 
stand the motion that is now before you, it is that the members from 
these districts proceed and station the bishops to the districts. That 
is what the Discipline says. 

Dr. W. O. Frizs, of Sandusky Conference. Does that carry with it 
the idea that the General Conference must adjourn ? 

Rey. A. P. Funxuovuser.’ I move to amend by saying that when we 
adjourn this morning the delegates from the several districts get to- 
gether and station the bishops. 
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Seconded. 

Tur Preswine Bisnor. It is moved and-seconded that when we ad- 
journ, as per Discipline, the delegates meet and make the appoint- 
ment of bishops to the several districts. 

It was so voted. : 

Rev. H. Deat, of Minnesota Conference. I move that the bishop 
who is chairman now appoint a chairman for each district, who shall 
eall the district delegates and arrange a place. 

Seconded. 

~Tre Presiinc BisHor. Now state your motion again. 

Rev. H. Dzau. That the bishop appoint a chairman for each dis- 
trict, who shall call a meeting of that district and state the place and 
time. 

E. R. Smiru, of Iowa Conference. I would second that motion that 
the bishop appoint a chairman. 

Dr. D. R. Mutter. Now, Mr. Chairman, I move as a substitute 
that, at the close of this session, all names of the districts be called 
and the place for meeting be announced, and that, on assembling, each 
elect their own chairman. i 

Seconded. , 

Tur Presipinc Bisuor. Now I am going to ask Brother Deal one 
question. Did you or did you not say that it was the bishop who was 
presiding should do this? 

Dr. D. R. Mitter. I insist upon the substitute. 

Tur Presipinc Bisuop. The substitute is before you. All in favor 
of the substitute—state your substitute or they will not know what 
they are voting for. 

The motion was restated by Rev. D..R. Miller. 

Tae Presipinc Bisnor. All in favor will indicate by raising their 
hands. All opposed, like sign. The substitute is adopted. 

Brsuop WeeEKtey. I wish to present a matter, the report of the 
Committee on Church Union. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CHURCH UNION. 


We, your Committee on Church Union, beg leave to report as fol- 
lows in reference to the communication referred to us: 

1. We heartily approve of the National Federation of Churches 
and Christian Workers. The efforts to secure the codperation of all 
the Christian churches of our land is praiseworthy and the object de- 
sirable. 
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2. We accept the invitation of the committee to take part in the 
conference to be held in New York City in November, 1905, to which 
all the Protestant denominations of our country have been asked to 
send representatives. 

3. We recommend that Rev. D. R. Miller, D. D., be chosen as a 
special representative for purposes of correspondence with the com- 
mittee of arrangements for the conference. 

4, That Bishop E. B. Kephart, D. D., Bishop J. S. Mills, D. D., 
and Rey. D. R. Miller, D. D., together with seven other persons, se- 
lected by the Board of Bishops, shall represent our denomination in 
the conference to be held in New York City in November, 1905. 

L. S. Corneuy, Chairman. 
R. J. Wurte, Secretary Pro Tem. 


W. A. Lutz, of Pennsylvania Conference. That is the paper I 
thought I was signing my name to yesterday. I want to second that 
motion. 

The report was adopted. 

Rev. W. F. Grover, of Virginia Conference, chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Nominations. We have two more boards here, the Board of 
Education and the Board of Church Trustees. 

Dr. D. R. Minter. The rules of order provide that these boards 
shall be elected after the officers for these places are elected, secre- 
taries, ete. You will find this by reference to the rules of order. 

Rey. A. P. Funxuousrr. By Rule 30, Mr. Chairman, the order of 
these elections is already fixed. 

Tue Presipinc Bisnop. If you have the report of the Committee 
on Order of Business we will hear it now. 

S. E. Kumurr, of Miami Conference, secretary of Committee on 
Order of Business, reported as follows: 


The Committee on Order of Business recommends that the reports 
of Committees on Missions and Education be considered this morn- 
ing, aud that the election of officers be made the special order for three 
o'clock this afternoon in the following order: Publishing House 
Board, editors of Telescope, editor of Watchword, editor of Review, 
editors of Sunday-school literature. 


This was agreed to by general consent. 


THE Presipine Bisnor. We will now proceed to hear the report on 
missions. . 


s 
Rev. C. J. Burkert, of Miami Conference, chairman. Brother 
Howard is secretary and will read the report. 
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THe Presiping Bishop. Brother Howard will come forward and 
read the report. 
Rey. A. T. Howard read the report, and also the supplementary re- 
port. ; 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON MISSIONS. 


We, your Committee on Missions, beg leave to report as follows: 

We recommend the division of the Home, Frontier, and Foreign 
Missionary Society into two societies—the Home Missionary Society 
ot the United Brethren in Christ and the Foreign Missionary Society 
of the United Brethren in Christ. 

The following constitution is proposed for the Home Missionary 
Society: 

ARTICLE I. 

This society shall be known as the “Home Missionary Soci- 
ety of the United Brethren in Christ,’ (egal successor to the 
Home, Frontier, and Foreign Missionary Society in its home 
work,) and is organized for the purpose of aiding the annual 
conferences in extending their missionary operations in the 
needy portions of our own country. It shall also have charge 
of the general evangelistic work of the Church, employing only 
representative men, and in such fields as it may select. 


IN RS KO G13; AGE 
Boarp OF CONTROL. 


The General Conference shall elect five ministers and four 
laymen, a general secretary who, with the Bishops as ex officio 
members, shall compose the board of control. Those present 
at any regular meeting shall constitute a quorum. 


ARTICLE III. 
ORGANIZATION. 


Immediately upon adjournment of the General Conference, 
a meeting of the board shall be called by the secretary, and 
an organization effected for the quadrennium by electing a 
president and vice-president. 


PNIRIMCOIEIG, 1 
Duties OF OFFICERS. 


1. President. The president shall preside at ail the meet- 
ings of the board, and shall have power, in conjunction with 
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the secretary, to call special.meetings. In the absence of the 
president the vice-president shall take his place. 

2. Secretary. The general secretary shall keep a correct 
minute of all the proceedings of the society, conduct its corre- 
spondence, and keep a record of all bequests, legacies, notes, 
and other valuable papers, coming into its possession. He 
shall also make out and publish an annual report of the work 
of the society; also, a quadrennial report for the General Con- 
ference. It shall be his further duty, when practicable, to 
visit the fields where the board is giving aid, with the view of 
acquainting himself and the board with the condition and 
needs of the work. As time and strength may permit, he shall 
give himself to the raising of funds by visiting the churches, 
and personally representing the interests of the society. His 
salary shall be fixed by the General Conference. 

3. Treasurer. The General Church Treasurer shall hold 
the funds of the society, subject to the order of the board. He 
shall give bond in such sum as the board of control may deter- 
mine. Then General Conference shall fix his salary, which 
shall be in proportion to the net income of the board of which 
he is treasurer. 


ARTICLE V. 
Duties oF THE BoarpD oF CONTROL. 


This board shall hold annual meetings, appoint an executive 
committee, consisting of five members, make by-laws for the 
better regulation of its work, appropriate funds for current 
expenses, employ missionaries and agents, open new missions, 
appoint superintendents for mission conferences and districts, 
authorize appropriations, dissolve mission conferences, fill 
vacancies in its own body, and, in connection with one or more 
of the Bishops, ordain missionaries in its employ to the office 
of elder, provided such missionaries have taken the course of 
study required by Discipline, or their equivalent. It shall also 
have power to appoint presiding elders in conferences where 
said elders are supported in part by the board. It may remove 
its secretary or treasurer from office for immoral conduct or 
gross neglect of duty, after a full and impartial investigation. 


AR ET OLE) Vile 
Brancw Societies. 


1. The annual conference shall organize a branch socicty, 
auxiliary to the Home Missionary Board, consisting of five 
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members, naming one as its secretary. This society shall 
organize by electing a chairman and treasurer, and shall 
have the oversight of missions supported exclusively by the 
conference. The secretary shall, soon after each session of 
conference, report to the general secretary of the Home Board 
the number of missions in the bounds of the conference dis- 
trict, and the support given to each. He shall also report the 
membership of the missions sustained wholly or in part by 
the General Home Board, together with the amounts raised 
for pastoral support and the various benevolences of the 
Church. 

2. At each session of the conference a special meeting 
shall be held in the interest of home missions, and a col- 
leetion taken for the same. 


ARTICLE, VIL, 
FUNDS. 


1. The proceeds of permanent funds hereafter secured shall 
be used by the Home Board, unless the donors direct other- 
wise. 

2. Each conference shall lay upon its several fields a rea- 
sonable assessment for home missions, which, when collected, 
shall be divided equally between the conference and Home 
Board. 

3. Individuals, Young People’s societies, congregations, 
and conferences shall be encouraged to support their own rep- 
resentatives in important mission fields, in addition to the 
regular collection for home-mission purposes. 

4. Special efforts shall be made by the general secretary, 
pastors, and presiding elders to secure wills, bequests, and 
deeded properties for the purpose of building up a permanent 
fund, the interest only to be used for home missions. 


ARTICLE VIII. 
Loca Societiss. 
1. A local society may be organized in any congregation. 
2. The officers of said society shall be a president, secre- 
tary, and treasurer. 
3. The object of the society shall be to interest and enlist 
the people in practical mission work. 
4, The treasurer shall hold the funds of the organization 
and transmit the same to the treasurer of the branch society. 
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However, if the funds are raised to support a missionary in 
the employ of the Home Missionary Society, they shall be 
forwarded to the treasurer of said society. 

5. Each local society shall fix the terms of its wiembersie: 

6. A meeting shall be held quarterly, or oftener, for the 
transaction of business, and for the maturing of such plans 
as may be deemed helpful in securing money and in culti- 
vating the spirit of missions. 


ARTICLE. EX. 
Mission Districts. 


A mission district shall consist of three or more fields of 
labor outside the bounds of an annual conference. Its reg- 
ular sessions shall be presided over by a Bishop or an elder 
appointed by the board. At these meetings the regular busi- 
ness of an annual conference may be transacted, except that 
the superintendent shall be appointed by the board. 


ARTICLE X. 
Unoccupisep TERRITORY. 
The Home Mission Board may operate in any territory 


within the bounds of an annual conference not occupied by 
said conference, and by consent of the same. 


AR EICER xc 
MISSIONARIES. 


Each missionary in the board’s employ shall report to the 
general secretary monthly respecting the condition of his 
charge; and no missionary shall be entitled to his salary if 
he neglects this requirement, or leaves his ‘field without the 
consent of the board or his presiding elder. A similar quarterly 
report is also required of presiding elders employed by the 
board. 

ARTICLE XTI. 


Duties or Pastors AnD Presmwina ELpeErs. 


1. Each pastor shall, at least once a year, lay before his 
people the needs of home missions, and not only secure the 
amount apportioned to his charge for the same, but urge that 
special contributions be made to the work. 

2. He shall distribute such literature as will enlighten the 
membership, and thus endeavor to cultivate in them a genu- 
ine missionary spirit. 
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3. At each quarterly meeting the presiding elder shall make 
inquiry as to what is being done for home missions, and assist 
the pastor, as far as possible, in securing his assessment for 
the same. 

ARTICLE XIII. 
Duties oF BIsHops. 

1. Tt shall be the duty of the Bishop at each conference over 
which he presides to emphasize the importance of home-mis- 
sion work, and to encourage the pastors and lay delegates to 
bring up full reports in its interest. 

2. He shall visit new and promising openings, especially 
in the cities and large towns, and give personal direction in 
establishing missions within the bounds of his district. 


The following constitution is proposed for the Foreign Missionary 
Society: 
ARTICLE I. 
NAME. 
This Society shall be called The Foreign Missionary Society 

of the United Brethren in Christ, legal successor to the Home, 

Frontier, and Foreign Missionary Society of the United Breth- 

ren in Christ in its foreign work. 


ARTICLE II. 
FUNCTIONS. 

This Society is organized for the purpose of extending the 
knowledge of the gospel of Christ throughout the earth by the 
utilization of the resources of the Church. Said Society shall, 
through its distributed activities, promote an interest in for- 
eign missions by approved methods in the home churches, 
Sunday schools, and Young People’s societies. It shall dissem- 
inate information touching mission fields, it shall appoint, 
commission, and send forth missionaries, and conduct any and 
all work that properly devolves upon such a society. 


ARTO Lu: 
MEMBERSHIP. 


Membership in said Society shall be encouraged and solicited 
under the following definite contributions: 

{. Honorary Directorship, on payment of one hundred dol- 
Jars annually. 

9. Patronizing Membership, by payment of twenty-five 
dollars annually. 
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3. Active Membership, by payment of ten dollars an- 
nually. . 

4. Supporting Membership, by payment of five dollars 
annually. 

5. Contributing Membership, by payment of one dollar 
annually. 

6. Such certificates of membership as shall be determined 
upon from time to time may be issued to members of the 
Society. It is furthermore provided that all members of the 
Society shall, by a suitable amount set apart from their con- 
tribution, be afforded the publications of the Society. 


ARTICLE IY. 

OFFICERS. z 
The officers of this Society shall consist of a President, 
elected at the first meeting of the Directors in each quadren- 
nium. The Bishops shall be Directors ex officio and Vice- 
Presidents in the order of their seniority in office. A General 
Secretary, who shall be elected by the General Conference. 
The General Conference shall also elect seven Directors. 
These, with the above-named officers, shall constitute the Board 
of Directors. A majority of the officers and Directors shall 

constitute a quorum at any regular or called meeting. 


ARTICLE V. 
Duties oF THE Preswent. 


The President shall preside at all meetings of the Board, 
and shall have power, in conjunction with the General Sec- 
retary, to call special meetings. In the absence of the Pres- 
ident one of the Vice-Presidents shall preside, and in case no 
Vice-President is present a President pro tem. may be elected. 


ARTICLE VI. 
Duties or THE GENERAL SECRETARY, 


It shall be the duty of the General Secretary to solicit funds 
for the Society, and have the general oversight of all agencies 
employed by the Society in the solicitation of funds. He shall 
keep a correct record of the proceedings -of the Society, and 
conduct its correspondence. He shall keep a record of the 
membership of the Society. He shall be the custodian of its 
legacies, papers, and documents. He shall promote the dis- 
semination of missionary information throughout the Church, 
by publication, conventions, rallies, institutes, ete. He shall 
seek by all suitable means to create interest in the work con- 
ducted by the Society; direct the organization of Mission 
Study classes among children and young people; organize 
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auxiliaries to said Society, in Sunday schools and churches, 
and solicit individuals for special giving and support, etc. He 
shall prepare and publish an annual report of the work of the 
Society for its anniversary meeting, and a quadrennial report 
to the General Conference. He shall exercise diligence to dis- 
cover and encourage those whom the Holy Spirit has called to 
the mission field, and shall bring them to the attention of the 
Society and the Church at large. He may call meetings of the 
Executive Committee at such times as the interests of the 
Society shall require. His salary shall be determined by the 
General Conference. 


ARIMIKCALID: WAM 
DutTirs OF THE TREASURER. 


The General Church Treasurer shall hold the funds of the 
Society subject to the order of the Board. The proportion of 
his salary to be paid by this Society shall be fixed by the Ex- 
ecutive Committee in conjunction with the other Boards havy- 
ing the services of said General Church Treasurer. 


ARTICLE Vili. 
Duties ofr THE Boarp or Directors. 


The Board of Directors shall hold an annual meeting. Make 
By-Laws to regulate its own business. Appropriate money to 
pay incidental expenses. Employ missionaries and agents. 
Open new missions. Fill vacancies in its own body. In con- 
nection with the Bishops, or any one of them, ordain mission- 
aries to the office of elder. Elect an Executive Committee of 
five persons to have charge of the business of the Society 
between the annual meetings. Have the use of one page weekly 
in the Religious Telescope, which page shall be conducted by 
the General Secretary, subject to the general approval of the 
editor. 

- ARTICLE IX. 
Mission DistTRICcTs. 


A mission district shall consist of two or more stations occu- 
pied or operated by missionaries under the appointment of the 
Society. These mission districts shall hold annual sessions, 
to be presided over by the bishop or by the superintendent of 
the district. At these meetings the boundaries of fields of 
labor shall be fixed; the character of the members examined ; 
preachers received and examined, passed on course of reading, 
and ordained. In the absence of a Bishop, the superintendent 


of the district shall preside at the annual conference, and in 
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connection with a stationing committee appointed by the con- 
ference, shall appoint ministers to fields of labor. 


ARTICLE. XxX. 
- MIssronarigs. 

Missionaries in the employ of the Board shall report quar- 
terly through the superintendent of the mission to the Gen- 
eral Secretary, as to the condition and progress of their work. 
No missionary shall be entitled to his salary who shall neglect 
to comply with this requirement, whether in the field or at 
home on furlough. No missionary shall leave his work without 
the consent of his superintendent, or of the Executive Com- 
mittee of the Missionary Society. 


ARTICI Ra. 
, Funps. 

All pastors in charge of fields of labor shall at least annually 
present the needs of the Society and receive the offerings of 
the people, through the work of a soliciting committee and the 
public service, the object being to make sure that every member 
of the congregation ‘is given an opportunity to give for the 
support of the Society. The pastors shall take the usual 
thank-offering for foreign missions, in the month of Novem- 
ber, for such special objects as the Board shall from year to 
year indicate. 


ARTICLE XTI. 
BRANCH ORGANIZATIONS. 


Each annual conference shall organize a branch society 
auxiliary to the Foreign Missionary Society, consisting of 
three members, naming one as its secretary, who shall assist 
the General Secretary in developing interest in foreign mis- 
sions and securing gifts for the Society. 


ARTICLE XIII. 
AUXILIARIES. 
The Society shall solicit Sunday schools, Young People’s 
societies, etc., as auxiliaries to the Society, under such regu- 
lations as shall be deemed appropriate and efficient. Other 


auxiliary agencies may be organized if it shall be thought 
advisable. 
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ARTICLE XIV. 
SPECIAL SUPPORT. 


Individuals, congregations, Sunday schools, and societies 
may be solicited for the support of a station, missionary, or 
native worker, and for any other approved features, under such 
rules as may be deemed wise. 


IMR TCI Bis XeVe 
BEQUESTS. 


All bequests and donations for specific purposes for the work 
of the Society shall be kept sacred for the purpose indicated by 
the donor. 


INRAMCILID ONAE. 
ANNUAL CONFERENCES. 


The Society shall have power to determine as to the organ- 
ization of annual conferences on mission fields. 


We recommend that the mission in Germany be closed, and that 
the details connected therewith be left in the hands of the executive 
committee of the Society having foreign missions in charge. 

We recommend the acceptance of the proposition made by Dr. Funk, 
the Publishing Agent, to place the Search Light upon the official list 
of publications, the Missionary Society requiring no compensation 
for editorial services rendered by the Missionary Secretary. 

We recommend that persons bearing proper credentials as mission- 
aries of the foreign missionary societies be entitled, by virtue of their 
credentials as missionaries, to membership in the annual conferences 
in their respective fields. 

We recommend that all the general boards and societies, consisting 
of the Home Missionary Society, Foreign Missionary Society, 
Woman’s Missionary Association, Church-Krection Society, Publish- 
ing House Board, Sunday-School Board, the Executive Council of the 
Young People’s Christian Union, and the Board of Education, unite 
in creating a Board of Reference by the election of one representative 
from each organization; and to this board any questions of difference 
arising between any two or more general organizations shall be re- 
ferred. 

We recommend that the proper authorities in the Ontario Confer- 
ence be allowed to open negotiations with other Canadian churches, 
with a view to union; provided, that no proposition of union shall be 
final until approved by a vote of two-thirds of the laity of the Ontario 
Conference. The negotiations shall be under the direction of the 
Home Mission Board. 

We recommend that By-Law 6 of the Woman’s Missionary Associa- 
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tion, page 111, be amended to insert, after the word “church,” in the 
fourth line, the following clause: “To which the Corresponding Secre- 
tary shall submit quadrennial reports. Annual reports of thé sta- 
tistics of foreign work shall be made to the General Secretary of the 
Foreign Missionary Society, and any statistics of home work shall be 
reported to the General Secretary of the Home Missionary Society. 
Its missionaries shall be subject to the same rules that govern the mis- 
sionaries of the aforesaid missionary society.” 

We recommend that Article VII, page 114, be amended by substi- 
tuting, in the third line, the word “Local” for the word “Branch.” 

We heartily commend the work of the Woman’s Missionary Asso- 
ciation as presented in the comprehensive report of its Secretary to 
our body, and hear with pleasure of the progress of the work in China 
and the Philippine Islands, and recommend that mission conferences 
be organized in these fields at an early date. We commend this 
worthy organization to the sympathy and codperation of all our 
churches. 

C. J. Burxkert, Mrs. B. F. Wirt, F. M. TresTerman, 
A. T. Howarp, Mrs. Frep GiEster, R. I. Barr; 
J. R. Kina, D. W. Sprink1ez, Mrs. A. M. Snyper, 
W. M. Bet, J. H. Partrerson, 

Committee. 


SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT OF MISSION COMMITTER. 
No. 6. 


Wuereas, The conviction is profound and widespread that the su- 
preme, overshadowing need of the times is a great religious awaken- 
ing; and, whereas, all Protestantism is taking up anew the responsi- 
bility of American church life for carrying the appeals of the gospel 
to our entire population; and, whereas, both the state of the church 
and the nation demand a more thorough and all-pervading realization 
of the saving and redeeming power of Christ, 

Resolved, That the Board of Home Missions, in connection with the 
bishops of the Church, be requested to inaugurate a vigorous and ag- 
gressive evangelistic campaign, in order that the coming quadrennium 
may witness a genuine revival of religion, and that the financial suc- 
cess of the past quadrennium may be paralleled by an equivalent 
spiritual victory. C. J. Burxert, Chairman. 

A. T. Howarp, Secretary. 


Rey. S. L. Topp, of Indiana Conference. I move that we adopt this 
report as a whole. ; 
Seconded. 
Rev. J. W. Scuoriexp, of Ontario Conference. I move to aon 
and adopt the report item by item. 
Seconded. : 
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The amendment was lost. 

Bisuop Mints. May not some items be amended? 

Tur Presipine Bisnor. Yes. The motion now is that the report be 
adopted as a whole. It is now before you for amendment or what you 
please. Now proceed. 

Rey. G. W. Suerricr, of Allegheny Conference. I wish to move as 
a substitute for Article VIII., on home missions, a missionary commit- 
tee in the local church. 

A missionary committee may be organized in any local church to 
interest and enlist the entire membership of the local church in the 


work of both home and foreign missions, and devise such methods and 


measures as shall develop the church into a strong missionary agency. 
S. W. Keister. 
G. W. SHERRIOCK. 


Rev. G. W. Suerrick. It seems that there is no special provision 
in the foreign constitution for local organizations. If there is, you 
will have two missionary societies in the local church, and it takes a 
very good church, highly organized and developed, to afford such a 
- complete organization amongst its members. It has occurred to us 
that it should be a far-reaching provision. If you have a good mis- 
sionary committee they can cooperate in the church and so these two 
things are brought over against each other, and it is better for the 
Conference to decide. You had better have a good missionary com- 
mittee, and let them deal with the situation in each local church, 
rather than to have two complicated local missionary associations, one | 
for our foreign and one for our home mission, in the home church. 
Tt will lead to confusion. It will defeat itself. Let us have just one 
good committee in each local church to push the business. 

The substitute was adopted. 

Rev. W. Z. Roserts. I rise to a point of order. This report pro- 
poses the destruction of the Home, Frontier, and Foreign Missionary 
Society. The constitution provides for that society. That is my point 
of order. 

Rev. L. W. Sraut. Is it not a fact, Mr. Chairman, that this report 
also provides that the Home and the Foreign shall be the legal suc- 
cessor of the other? 

Tur Presipinc Bisuor. I believe that the Conference is perfectly 
competent to decide that question. I think the form you have it in 
does not infringe on the constitution. Proceed. 
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Rev. W. A. Rosins, of Ontario Conference. I move an amendment 
to that part of Article XVI., affecting Ontario Conference, as fol- 
lows: 


Amend so as to strike out the words “proper authorities in,” from 
the first line, and all following the word “until,” in the fifth line, in- 
serting in its place the words, “it is first submitted to the vote of the - 
membership of the Ontario Conference, and receive a two-thirds ma- 
jority of such vote,” making the whole to read as follows: “We recom- 
mend that Ontario Conference be allowed to open negotiaions with 
other Canadian churches with a view to union; provided, that no 
proposition of union shall be final until it is first submitted to a vote 
of the membership of Ontario Conference and receive a two-thirds 
majority of such vote.” 

W. A. Rosiys. 
Wm. MicHenrr. 
Isaac Hinporn. 


Tue Presipine BisHop. I would suggest that you just say this, “A 
two-thirds majority of all voting,” and then there will be no mistake. 

Rev. W. A. Rosins. I will accept that. 

Tue Presipine Bisoop. That will be all right. It is now before you. 

Rev. W. A. Rosins. In the first place, “proper authorities” seems 
to be ambigious, and is not clear. Who is authority in the Ontario 
Conference if it is not the Ontario Conference itself? Hence that 
phrase is necessarily ambiguous and capable of various interpreta- 
tions, as is also the phrase of the vote of two-thirds ambiguous. There 
is the difficulty here that the Church experienced in the years that 
are gone in deciding what two-thirds would be. I think the thought 
of the committee possibly was that two-thirds of all voting. We want 
to have it clear, so there will be no difficulty on this question when 
it comes before the Ontario Conference; hence the amendment. And 
the word “laity” disfranchises every last minister in the conference; 
hence we substitute “membership.” I do not think that the commit- 
tee intended to disfranchise preachers in this way; but as it stands, 
that is what it does. The last phrase, “Negotiations shall be under 
the direction of the Home Missionary Board,” is also indefinite. Who 
knows what that means? Who shall be able to determine what that 
means? Is it a rider, intended as such? I do not think so, but it is 
indefinite. It is capable of misinterpretation. It might become a 
veto power over and above the Ontario Conference; hence my amend- 
ment. 
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Tue Presipinc Brsuor. Brother Castle, will you please preside a 
moment ? 

Bishop Castle takes the chair. 

Bisnop Keruart. Will you let me make a statement in reference 
to this item especially under consideration? If it be adopted, and the 
Church in Ontario would cease operations there, you mark it, it will 
not be ten years until this United Brethren Church will want to be 
back in Ontario and opening up its work again. It reminds me of the 
great Pennsylvania Conference, a few years ago, when I presided over 
it; they had a church that cost them between $7,000 and $8,000 at a 
certain point. Some people got it into their heads that they must 
abandon the work there, and they did abandon it and pulled it down. 
They said, “We are going to get up and get out of that place.” I told 
them at the time it would not be ten years until they would be wanting 
to build a church there again. Not to do a thing so foolish as that. 
They pulled it down, a church that cost about $8,000 or more, and 
now they are going back and are building another church in New- 
ville. That is the way we will do in reference to this matter. That 
is all I have to say about it. 

Rev. J. W. Scuortenp, of Ontario Conference. I would like to 
bring before the attention of this Conference this fact, that we are 
not asking now to withdraw from this Conference; simply asking the 
power to negotiate with other Canadian churches. The bishop tells 
us that in ten years we will be asking to come back. Jt may be ten 
years before this will be consummated. We do not propose to proceed 
hastily, but slowly. We believe Ontario Conference can be trusted. 
We have demonstrated our loyalty in the past, and still we propose to 
be true to the principles of the Church which we love. We do not 
propose to sacrifice any principle which we held dear or hold dear. We 
do not propose to merge ourselves into a union that is to be, but be- 
lieve we can contribute something to that union, contribute some of 
the miscellaneous excellencies of our polity. I would like to call at- 
tention to the fact that we are not asking for separation, but power to 
negotiate. In Canada we have a great, strong movement in favor of 
church union amongst three of the leading denominations of that 
country, Methodist Church, Presbyterian Church, and Congrega- 
tional Church, and so we think that you can safely commit to our 
trust the principles. that we espouse and hold as dear as you do. We 
ask you to do this. 

557 


TWENTY-FOURTH GENERAL CONFERENCE 


Bisuor Miuis. I have been over that region in the past four years, 
and I would like to make a statement growing out of the information 
obtained during these visits. The Canadian national spirit has been 
growing with unparalleled rapidity during the recent past, until 
amongst the Canadians our own Church is of no more importance 
than other things American. I do not say that to the disparagement 
of my brethren from that region; they know this to be true. [ Voices. 
That is right.] An American church has but a small field open be- 
fore it in the British Dominion to-day. That decision on the Alaskan 
boundary question, last fall, hastened this growth of the national 
spirit there, and antagonism against things American. Now these 
brethren all labor under the disadvantage of the growth of that na- 
tional spirit. There are noble men, noble women in that Dominion. 
These ministers are as noble as any men in that body. If they hold 
a revival, along comes some members ofa Canadian church and says 
to the converts, “You do not want to join that Church; they are 
Americans; you want to join another church.” That is the difficulty. 
That difficulty will increase year by year until these brethren who now 
labor at a great disadvantage will labor at a still greater disadvantage 
and give their lives to trying loyally to build up something against the 
face of that whole Canadian Dominion, and they cannot succeed in do- 
ing it. That is the whole situation, and that is the reason why I am 
in favor of granting to these brethren their wishes in this matter. If 
you require them to go on as they are now going—they are loyal to 
the Church, they will give their lives to the Church—they will wear 
themselves out against a rock of difficulty they never can overcome. 
Further, the union that is now being consummated between the Meth- 
odist, Presbyterian, and Congregationalists will be so absorbing that 
there will not be much of a field for little churches in that region, and 
that union will, I think, with absolutely certainty, be consummated. 
I beg you, not out of mere sentimentalism to doubt the minds of these 
dear brethren. They are honest and sincere, and they love this 
Church; but they can serve God, serve the kingdom of God and our 
common humanity better if we untie their hands and give them some 
liberty in this matter. ri 

Rev. W. A. Rosins, of Ontario Conference. I wish to make this 
statement to substantiate what Bishop Mills has said regarding the 
difficulties that we have to meet in the Ontario Conference. This very 
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_year we have had upwards of two hundred and fifty converts on the 
district, and less than fifty of them have united with the Church. The 
main reason is because it is forever flaunted in our faces that we are 
an American institution. It is this very rise of national life flowing 
through that young nation to-day that is contributing to our difficul- 
ties, and we never will be able to build up the Ontario Conference 
very much under the present conditions that exist. I really and sin- 
cerely hope, brethren, that, while we are loyal to this Church—we have 
proved our loyalty to it; we paid our assessment last year to the debt 
and overpaid it, and we contributed over $150 to the Seminary within 
the previous year; and we always raised our assessments as well at 
least as any other conferences in proportion to our membership and 
our strength in this Church; and we have contributed as largely to the 
missionary fund of this Church as any conference in the class in 
which we are. We have always demonstrated our loyalty to the 
Church and we love it; and I assure you, my brethren, that this is a 
difficult thing for us to come to this General Conference and ask of 
you this thing, and they by the sheer force of circumstances compel 
us to do this thing here to-day! but I am confident, and I think Tam 
an Ontarion. I have been associated with this Church and the On- 
tario Conference for a great many years, and long years before I was 
elected its presiding elder I traveled north, east, south, and west, all 
over that ground, and I know almost every member in that conference 
personally. I am acquainted with the sentiment that prevails in that 
conference, and you will find that it is overwhelmingly in favor of 
this proposition. Now we cannot succeed, brethren, against such an 
overwhelming spirit. We wish they were different, but as long as that 
international boundary line is before them there will be these differ- 
ences. Let us acknowledge them as brethren and try to arrange things 
and the work of Jesus Christ in such a way that it will contribute to 
larger growth and the extensiom of the kingdom of Jesus Christ, 
whether it be in this great, grand, and glorious country or whether 
it be in the king’s Dominion of the north. 

Rev. J. H. Parrerson, of Louisiana Conference. I would like to 
add a word. It seems to me that we are fighting over some things 
that our brothers in blue and brothers in gray fought in 1865. 
The same thing prevails in Canada that prevailed in Africa when 
they murdered several of our missionaries because they did not want 
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us there. Did we stop? No, we went on with greater vigor than be- 
fore. We did not ask China whether we should go there. The ques- 
tion is whether we can do good or not. It is for the brethren to say. 
Shall we allow the conference to be apart or not be apart? It seems 
to me that we are unestablishing the old principle established from 
1861 to 1865 as a nation, that if things do not go as we please we will 
secede from the body. Now is Japan coming along and saying they 
do not want us there? We shall withdraw; and if Africa comes along 
and says they do not want us there, we will have to withdraw. If we , 
withdraw, let us get out. 

By request the assistant secretary read the original motion and the 
amendment. 

Dr. R. J. Wurre, of Erie Conference. I would like to ask if it is 
understood that, providing that this carries, and two-thirds of the vot- 
ing population there vote in favor of this change, will it therefore 
carry with it all of the property interests of the Church ? 

Tue Presipine Bisuop. That is what it does. 

Rey. J. R. Kine, of Africa Conference. I would like to offer an 
amendment to this amendment, and that is that these negotiations 
shall be under the control of the Home Missionary Secretary, under 
the direction of him, he being the executive officer. 

Seconded. 

Rey. J. W. Scnortetp, of Ontario Conference. This amendment 
to the amendment will make the situation ambiguous. In the first 
place, you recommend that the Ontario Conference open negotiations, 
and then you say in the amendment to the amendment that it shall be 
under the direction of the Home Missionary Secretary. I do not un- 
derstand the situation if that be passed. Either give the power to the 
Conference or to the secretary. We think you can safely trust the an-- 
nual conference in this matter. 

Rey. A. R. Ayres. I would like to ask a question here of either one 
of these brethren. What is the membership of Ontario Conference ? 
How many members have you there? 

Rey. W. A. Rosins, of Ontario Conference. About fifteen hundred, 
in round numbers. 

Rev. A. R. Ayres. What is the valuation of our property there, if 
you know 2 

Rey. W. A. Rosins. About $35,000. 
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Rev. A. R. Ayres. $35,000? 

Rev. W. A. Rosiys. Yes, $35,000 or $39,000. I do not remember 
the exact figures. 

Rey. A. R. Ayres. $39,000 worth of property; fifteen hundred mem- 
bers. How long have we been working there? 

Rev. W. A. Rosins. Half a century this fall. 

Rey. A. R. Ayres. And does this mean by this vote that we give 
this all away at once, the property, membership, all our labors and 
everything without any further consideration? If so, I am opposed to 
it, and I would like to offer a motion to strike it out. 

Seconded. 

Rey. W. A. Rosiys. It simply means, Mr. Chairman, to do what is 
suggested. It is simply for permission to open negotiations. We are 
not asking for independence; we are not asking for separation. “As 
has been stated correctly, it may taken ten years, for aught we know, 
to consummate a union of this character. We are not going to give 
away our property in Ontario Conference., We are not going to give 
ourselves away in Ontario Conference. 

Rev. A. R. Ayres. Does this mean an affiliation with these 
churches, as I understand now, and they report the financial interests 
of the Ontario Conference to this United Brethren Church, as hereto- 
fore? If so, then I am favorable to it. Will they remain United 
Brethren in affiliated relationship there? Is the Presbyterian Church 
going to remain Presbyterian in that particular way? Are they to be 
separated and report all their financial interests and all their interests 
to that United Brethren Church, or will we have a United Brethren 
Church in the unified church there? That is what I am interested in, 
and I would like to be clear on that before I vote on this question. 

Bisnop Kepuart. Brethren, I will try and explain the situation. 
Tf negotiations are opened up, and it be submitted to a vote of the 
membership in Canada, and two-thirds of the members vote that they 
unite with the church union over there, it takes the Church property 
with it, that is all. That is, if it is voted the way this paper stands. 

Dr. Funk. May I offer a substitute to that last sentence ? 

Tur Presiwine Bisnop. There is an amendment now pending to the 
amendment. 

Dr. Func. A substitute for that amendment pending. 

Ture Presipinc Bisnor. If you offer a substitute for the amend- 
ment to the amendment. 
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Dr. Funk. I offer this substitute, that the negotiations shall, be- 
fore final action, be ratified by the Board of Home Missions. 

Seconded. 

BisHor Beiy: I want to make this explanation of what was evi- 
dently the thought of the committee. I think the plan was that these 
brethren should be authorized to negotiate; that much was clear. 
Then, in the next place, that their negotiation would not become ef- 
fective unless ratified by an election that carried with it a two-thirds 
Vote, and then, in the next place, we felt that it is only fair to the 
home Church in this country, the general church organization, that it 
be under the direction of the Home Mission Board; that for the sake 
of intelligence. Now Brother Ayres asks the question that we will 
not determine finally whether the Ontario Conference would lose its 
relation with us in this merger in Canada. My answer to the ques- 
tion is that that cannot be determined now. Matters of that kind 
are liable to bring us new conditions, and that is why we inserted the 
last clause, stating that the negotiations be under the direction of the 
Home Mission Board, and that would give us the right to advise and 
counsel with our brethren in Canada. That would be evidently fair 
to all, and that would give the Church a right to have a part in it, 
and that would give finally the Home Mission Board a right to report 
to the Church what was done for its approval and consent before any- 
thing final is done. 

Tue Presipinc Bisnor. The substitute offered by Dr. Funk is be- 
fore you. 

Bisnop Matuews. Just to avoid ambiguity, and to get clearness in 
answer to Brother Ayres’s question, I think we can put our eyes upon 
this phraseology in the third line, “provided that no proposition of 
union shall be final until approved by a vote of two-thirds of the 
laity of the Ontario Conference voting.” But I presume, from my 
conception of union, it means all the thought and reach of that word, 
and finally we all understand what it means, simply the laity to vote, 
the majority of all those voting, and if they approve the proposition 
after the Board of Missions has ratified it, of course it is final. Now 
if we have any doubt as to whether it shall take the property, or 
whether it will disturb the relations, that is why we are here to ye- 
move all ambiguity or doubt. 

Rey. S. L. Topp, of Indiana Conference. Now it seems to me, with 
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the statements made before this General Conference, that we can 
easily sum up what the financial cost will be. Our brother from On- 
tario says he has traveled all over the Dominion of Canada, as it re- 
lates to our Church, amongst all our membership, and says now that 
they are overwhelmingly in favor of this union. He seems to know, 
and therefore our property and our all goes with it. I am certainly in 
favor of tabling that report, and I therefore move that we table that 
part of the report. 

Tue Presipinc BisHop. You cannot get any further now until you 
do some voting. 

Dr. Funk. May I have a word on the substitute? I believe we are 
trying to help our Canadian friends by the substitute, so that they 
may say to our sister churches that this matter must finally be re- 
viewed by the board other than themselves. 

Tun Presipinc Bisuor. I was going to state this: You have two 
laymen here from Canada. They are modest men, and I am sure if 
they have anything to say this Conference will gladly hear them. 

Pror. E. S. Lorenz. I would like to ask a question. I wish to ask 
Dr. Bell a question in reference to this matter before us. Bishop Bell, 
how much missionary money do we pay in Canada? 

Bisuor Beiy. Well, a very small amount; about $250 a year. Ber- 
lin just received a little aid. 

J. Hinzorn, of Ontario Conference. Brethren of the Conference, 
our position is this: The different churches are very small. We can- 
not afford to pay our ministers much. The minister on our charge is 
getting $480. He has been offered $800 from sister churches. Now we 
cannot keep our ministers and we cannot get any young men. We have 
no institutions of learning in our conferences in Canada. They come 
to the United States and are educated, and the United States keeps 
them. We have a brother in one of the seminaries now. He left us 
about a year ago. We do not expect to ever get him back. We have 
one that has been gone seven years. The United States keeps them, 
and we do not get appropriations to keep our ministers, and there is 
no use for us to try to build up the Church when we cannot really 
exist. I think, brethren, you should grant us this request at this time, 
and, as to the church property, I think we Canadians of the United 
Brethren Church have built all that there are there. We have received 
no help from others, and I do not see why we should not keep our 


563 


TWENTY-FOURTH GENERAL CONFERENCE 


property, or why there should be any discussion on that point at all. 
We are United Brethren. If we could see our way clear to build up 
the United Brethren Church we would not make this request. 

Dr. H. U. Roop, of Eastern Pennsylvania Conference. I believe 
these Canadian brethren are sincere in their request, and I feel like 
conceding to them a large measure of their wish, but since they think 
it will take about ten years to consummate their proposition, I move 
the following amendment to the substitute, if it is in order. 

Tue Presipine Bishop. The substitute can be amended. 

Rev. H. U. Roor. I move the following: That before the final nego- 
tiations be made, such action be referred back to the General Confer- 
ence through the Home Missionary Board. That will ee them a 
chance, Mr. Chairman, to open negotiations. 

Seconded. 

Rey. J. I. L. Resster. It seems that the brethren of Canada hardly 
know what to do. They are not getting adequate support. I want to 
say that we have in Allegheny Conference at the present time six 
preachers that came from the Ontario Conference, and one of them 
has been serving the Church most acceptably for four years. He is 
an intelligent and educated man, and he has traveled almost all over 
that Ontario Conference. He has told me repeatedly that it seems in 
vain for our Church to work there any longer; that we are weak, that 
no amount of missionary money paid over there would enable us to 
be self-sustaining, and he thought it was poor policy to have such weak 
churches and eke out such a miserable existence. It seems to me that 
the wishes of these brethren ought to be supported, and if these 
brethren will shut up their churches and come over into Allegheny 
Conference we will give them fields where they can soon make self- 
sustaining churches, and our doors are wide open for these brethren. 
Now these brethren have worked for so many years, and only have two 
churches that are self-sustaining to-day. It seems to me that we have 
inviting fields in Pennsylvania and in the West and South for such 
men, and we will just open our doors, and we can do a great deal 
more, and why put any more missionary money in Canada. 


Rey. E. R. Baser, of Northwest Kansas Conference. I move the 
previous question. 


Seconded. 
Dr. Funk. I only want to say this word, and in due deference to 
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Dr. Roop, who I think made the amendment, honestly and candidly 
that possibly you are tying the hands of these brethren. about four 
years. 

Tue Presipinc Bisuop. There is no argument on this. I want to 
ask you this: Is this previous question simply on Dr. Roop’s substi- 
tute ? 

Rev. E. R. Baser. On everything, clear through to the end. 

Tue Presipinc Bisuorp. You do not mean that of the entire report, 
do you? : 

Rev. E. R. Baser. To the Canadian question. 

Tur Presipine Bisuor. All in favor of the previous question will 
raise their hands. All opposed, like sign. It requires a two-thirds 
vote. All in favor will rise and stand until counted. It is carried. 

Tur Presiinc Bisnor. Now it is first on the amendment to the 
substitute offered by Dr. Roop. 

At the request of Rev. W. E. Schell the amendment was read. 

Rev. D. D. Lowery. I rise to a point of order. Was not the ques- 
tion decided without the opposite side being called for? 

Tur Presipina BisHop. My dear brother, it only requires two- 
thirds, and any one with half an eye could see that there was more 
than a two-thirds vote. 

Rev. D. D. Lowery. With my blind eye I cannot see the two-thirds. 

Ture Presipinc Bisnor. Brethren, rise, stand, and be counted. 

One hundred and ninety rise. 

THe Presiprinc Bisuor. All opposed rise. 

Only a few rise. 

Tur Preswine Bisnor. I guess that is two-thirds, isn’t it? [Ap- 
plause.] Read the substitute and then read the amendment to it. 

SpcreTARY SNYDER. The substitute was that of Dr. Funk. 

Dr. H. U. Roop. May I ask a question ? 

Tie Presipiné Bisnop. Ask the question. 

Dr. Roor. From what I have learned since I made the amendment, 
I believe I will withdraw it. 

Tur Presipive Bisnop. Then that is out of the way. Read the 
substitute. 

The substitute was then read. 

Dr. W. E. Scuexy. We accept that amendment. 

Tur Presipine Bisnorp. Will you, brethren, allow the brother to ac- 
cept that? 
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It was so agreed. 

Tue Presipina Bisuorp. Then are you ready to vote on Brother 
Robins’s amendment ? 

Question called for. 

The amendment prevailed. 

Tue Presipine Bispor. Now the original bill is before you. 

Dr. R. J. Wurre, of Erie Conference. I move you that the follow- 
ing be added in the preamble. After the second paragraph add this 
paragraph: , 


Providing that all the permanent and contingent fund now on hand 
shall be divided by the two missionary boards between the two socie- 
ties—the Home and Foreign societies, carrying out the wish of the 


donor. 
R. J. Waite. 
W. R. Fun. 


R. H. Bennert, of Neosho Conference. The only question on the 
matter is whether this can be done. I do not desire to discuss the 
question of the advisibility of doing it, but this is the Home, Frontier, 
and Foreign Missionary Society. It is a corporation, and these funds 
have been given to that corporation. Now we cannot by this kind of 
action, I take it, appoint a legal successor to it. We can direct that 
this corporation shall do this business in a particular way, but to 
divest it of these funds by this kind of action I do not believe is 
possible. I might, of course, be mistaken, but I think the law would 
prevent us from doing it, and I think the only way we can do this is 
to direct them to do their business in a particular way. The state« 
that makes corporations does not know this body, and we cannot divest 
that corporation of its rights by the action we take here. We cannot 
control it in its policy and in its action, but we can make a board of 
directors who will be legal successors to the corporation. Now it ds on 
account of these entanglements that I suggest that you amend that 
whole matter so as to provide that this Church direct the Home, 
Frontier, and Foreign Missionary Society that it shall conduct its 
business under these two boards, and then that the Home, Frontier, 
and Foreign Missionary Society can do that, and it can separate these 
funds so far as the advisability is concerned, but they still all belong 
to one. Otherwise we have to create two corporations and separate 
them in that way. I do not know of any other way to get around it. 
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Rev. H. C. Suarrer, of Oregon Conference. I would like to offer 
the following amendment: 3 


In the third line of the second recommendation the word “societies” 
be inserted instead of “society,” and in the fourth line the word “sec- 
retary” be eliminated and the word “secretaries” be inserted. 


H. OC. SuHarrer. 
W. O. ZEIGLER. 


Tue Presipinc Bishop. There is an amendment pending to this. 

Rev->H. C. Suarrer. I thought it was passed. 

Tur Presipinc Bisuor. The amendment offered by Brothers White 
and Funk is before you. You have heard the suggestion. I did not 
eatch whether Brother Bennett offered an amendment to this amend- 
ment or not. 

R. H. Bennert, of Neosho Conference. It was rather in the nature 
of a point of order. I think the motion undertook to do an impossible 
thing, and therefore it was in the nature of a point of order. | 

Rev. W. O. Sirrert, of East Ohio Conference. I would like to hear 
from Bishop Kephart in reference to these suggestions from Brother 
Bennett. 

Bisnop Bett. I would like to know whether the item referring to . 
Ontario Conference was adopted. 

Tur Presipinc Bisuop. It was adopted. 

BisHor Bett. The amendment was adopted? 

Tur Presipine BisHor. Yes, sir. 

Rev. W. D. Srratton, of Michigan Conference. I would like to ask 
a question. Did we not vote on Brother White’s resolution ? 

Tim Presipinc BisHor. No, sir, it was just presented. That is your 
motion. I had called for the vote, and the negative had not been 
called, and I recognized—you know often when a vote is called, when 
one side has voted, you must hear a man if he addresses you and you 
are not through with that, and that resolution is before you yet. Are 
you ready to vote on it? 

Question called for. 

Tur Presipine Bisuop. . Now you bear in mind what this brother 
suggested to you. i 

Rev. W. O. Srrrert. What does the bishop think of that? 

Tue Presipine Bisnor. Well, I will tell you just what I think. You 

will have to, by some action, fix it up as sure as you live, because the 
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statement that is made by the brother you will find is correct when it 
comes into the civil courts, but I think you will get the matter fixed 
up at some other point. 

Are you ready to vote on that? 

Voicrs. Ready. 

Tue Preswine BisHop. All in favor raise your hands. All opposed, 
like sign. It prevails. 

Dr. Funk. Now I want to offer this amendment following the last 
amendment in the preamble: 


That the missionary boards herein provided for shall incorporate 
under the laws of the State of Ohio for the purpose of carrying on 
their work respectively, and for the purpose of becoming legal suc- 
cessors of the Home, Frontier, and Foreign Missionary Society; and 
that the said Home, Frontier, and Foreign Missionary Society shall 
transfer to the societies herein provided for all funds and property 
belonging to it, in such manner as the two boards shall determine, and 
see that the purposes of the donors of said funds shall be carried out. 

W. R. Funk. 
R. H. Bennert. 


Tar Presipinc BisHopr. “That will fix up your business so you will 
have no trouble in the court. All in favor of this will raise their 
hands. All opposed, like sign. 

It was approved. ; : 

Rev. J. R. Kine. I believe there was an omission of the committee 
on page 8 of the constitution of the Foreign Missionary Society, Ar- 
ticle VIII. of the Foreign Missionary Society constitution, of the 
Foreign Missionary Board, and I offer an amendment to that: 


After the word “elder,” in the fifth line from the bottom, insert, 
“provided such missionaries have taken the course of study required 
by Discipline or their equivalent.” 

J. R. Kine. 
D. W. Sprinxe. 

The amendment was adopted. 

Dr. Brerman, of Eastern Pennsylvania Conference. I desire to in- 
troduce the following: 


Strike out the following in Article IT., “those present at any regu- 
lar meeting,” and substitute the following, “five members of the Board 
to constitute a quorum.” 


E. Bens. Brerman. 
C. I. B. Brans. 
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Dr. BrermMan. This body is made up of at least fifteen members, 
and to say “those present at any regular meeting” to constitute a 
quorum, might mean that two can do business. I think that we ought 
to fix the number and say that five shall be a quorum to do business, 
and I so move. 

Seconded. 

Tue Presiprnc BisHor. You have heard the amendment offered. 
Are you ready to vote? 

Rev. J. R. Harner, of Arkansas Valley Conference. It was just 
suggested that there are fifteen members of that board, and five mem- 
bers are not a majority of the board, and you may be in conflict with 
the statutes of the State. This would be true if you were in Kansas, 
and I call attention to that. 

Dr. W. O. Frizs. I move to amend by saying a majority. 

Seconded. 

Dr. Bierman. I will accept that. 

It was so voted. 

Rev. J. W. Kiracors, of Pennsylvania Conference. I move we do 

‘now adjourn. 

Seconded. 

The motion to adjourn was lost. 

Tue Presipine Bisnor. This is a little thing we are trying to fix up. 

Dr. Funk. It is in the name in Article I., under Foreign Mission- 
ary Society. They failed to put brackets around “the legal successor 
of the Home, Frontier, and Foreign Missionary Society of the United 
Brethren in Christ.” Now that whole matter as it stands there will 
be the name of this unless these brackets are inserted. Could that be 
by general consent? 

It was agreed to. : 

Bisnop Carrer. I move to amend Article V. of the Home Mission- 
ary Society constitution by striking out the next to the last sentence, 
“Tt shall also have power to appoint presiding elders in conferences 
where such elders are supported in part by the Board.” ° 

Seconded by Rev. Mr. Schofield, of Ontario Conference. 

Bisuor Carrer. If you allow this sentence to remain, this provis- 
ion to remain in this article, it seems to me that you have interfered 
with the very constitutional rights of the annual conferences, and 
that you have put the Home Missionary Board in conflict with the 
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home rule of every annual conference that may have a presiding 

‘elder receiving help. I do not believe that any one of these societies 
is to control the societies of the annual conference. As well might 
a church-extension board, because it gives money or loans money to 
build a church, provide that it shall appoint the pastor as for the 
Home Missionary Society to appoint the presiding elder, because it 
aids in part of his salary. That is all I wish to say. 

Dr. Fun. I agree with Bishop Carter, but I would like to add just 
this amendment to his amendment, “It shall also have power to recom- 
mend persons for presiding elders. 

Bisnop Carter. All right. 

The motion as amended passed. 

Rev. J. A. F. Kina, of Northern Illinois Conference. In Article II. 
of the Home Missionary Society, in the third line, I wish to insert the 
following: 


After the word “control” insert “The senior bishop shall be the 
president, and the remaining members of the Board of Bishops be the 
vice-presidents in the regular order of seniority.” 

J. A. F. Kine. 
H. W. Truesxoop. 

It was so voted. 


Rev. S. W. Kuster, of Allegheny Conference. In Article XT. of 
the Foreign Missionary Society, under “funds,” I wish to move this 
amendment: 


After the words “the pastors shall” insert, “be given opportunity to,” 
so it will read, “The pastors shall be given opportunity to take the 
usual thank-offering,” ete. S. W. Keister. 


A. E. Rooss. 
It was adopted. 


Rev. H. O. Suarrer, of Oregon Conference. I offer the following 
amendment: 


Amend so that in the third line of the second recommendation the 
words “societies” be inserted in place of the word “society,” and in 
the fourth line the word “secretary” be eliminated and the word 
“secretaries” be inserted. H. C. Suarrer. 


W. O. Zxricuer. 


Rey. H. C. Suarrer. T offer this for the reason that the Publishing 
House report has been adopted, and this is to conform with this rec- 
ommendation. 
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Dr. Funk. All right. 

It was adopted. 

Senator Epmonps, of Northwest Kansas Conference. I rise to a 
question of privilege. The Holton folks have been calling me up by 
telephone, and it has come to me that there is going to be a disposi- 
tion by some in this Conference, on account of the rush of business, to 
try to put off this excursion. Now I have information this morning 
that I want to give to the Conference, and that is that we have an 
agreement with the Rock Island Railroad to give you less than half 
fare. It will be seventy-five cents for the round trip. There will be 
three coaches set apart for the benefit of this Conference, and we will 
leave here just a little after three o’clock and get back here at 7:50. 
They have arranged at Holton, have their tables, temporary tables, all 
built and arranged a regular program. They have raised money to 
employ teams, so that you will all be conveyed right from the train to 
the grounds where the program will be carried out, and they have also 
prepared a lunch, so it will not be necessary for you to go to your sup- 
per on your return; you can go right to the Auditorium. I say this, 
if you do not go it will be a great disappointment to the Holton folks, 
and nothing will give us greater pleasure and nothing will give this 
Conference better standing than to stay by this contract, as we 
voted the other day. I promised to-day at the phone that, at the ad- 
journment of this Conference, at not later than twelve o’clock, I would 
give them a definite answer. If there is any disposition ‘to call off 
this excursion I would like to know it at once. It will be a great dis- 
appointment to them if we do not take that excursion, and therefore 
I trust everybody will go to Holton to-morrow. I will take it for 
granted, if there is no motion, that silence gives consent, and I will 
notify them that we are all going to Holton. 

Tr Presipine BisHor. Let me say, General Edmonds, you clinched 
it when you told them there was lunch. [Applause-.] 

Dr. Funk. Sure. That is where we get the steer he promised us at 
Frederick. 

Rev. W. E. Srratton, of Michigan Conference. I have the follow- 
ing which I wish to add to the amendment: 


Article VI., Section 2, Home Missionary Society. That this be 
amended by adding, “to be used by the Branch society.” 
: W. E. Stratron. 
Ei Goop. 
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Rey. J. A. F. Kiva. In view of the important business that is com- 
ing before us during adjournment, I move that we do now adjourn. 

Question called for. 

THE Presipinc Bisuop. All in favor of the amendment as offered 
by Brother Stratton, of Michigan Conference, will raise their hands. 
All opposed, like sign. : 

It was so voted. 

Rev. J. A. F. Kine. I renew my motion to adjourn. 

Seconded. 

Announcements were made, and Rev. T. D. Crites said that he was 
requested to announce that the Holton people had arranged to have 
some of the Pottawottomi Indians there. 

He also announced the lecture of Rev. F. W. Gunsaulus at the Au- 
ditorium in the evening. 

The announcement was also made that the delegates from the dif- 
ferent districts should meet and select their representatives on the 
committee to station the bishops. : 

The motion to adjourn prevailed, with benediction by Rev. I. Benne- 
hoff, of Erie Conference. 


EIGHTH DAY—AFTERNOON SESSION. 


Fripay, May 19, 1905, 1:30 p. u. 
Bishop Weekley presiding. 


Rey. John A. Hawkins, of Lower Wabash Conference, led the de- 
votional services. Rev. A. R. Ayres, of Pennsylvania Conference, 
led the singing. Song No. 136, “Near the Cross,” was followed by 
prayer by Rev. A. D. Whitney, of Wisconsin Conference. Song No. 
134, “There is Power in the Blood,” closed the devotional services. 

Tue Presiwine Bishop. The Conference will come to order. Before 
taking up the unfinished business, we have a telegram here that you 
will want to hear read, a most interesting telegram. 

Secretary Snyder read the following telegram: 


; Wasuineton, D.-C., May 19, 1905. 
To the President of the United Brethren Conference, Topeka, Kansas. 
The Southern Congregational Congress sends greetings from At- 
lanta. Wish perfect union. S. M. Newman. 


[Applause. ] 
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Tur Presipinc Bisuop. Have you any action? 

Dr. D. R. Miuusr, of Sandusky Conference. I move you, sir, that 
this telegram be referred to the Committee on Correspondence, with 
instructions to prepare a suitable answer. | 3 

The motion prevailed, and it was so ordered. 

Dr. H. H. Four, of Miami Conference. I wish to offer the follow- 
ing: 

Resolved, That the secretary be instructed to communicate fra- 
ternal greetings of this General Conference to the Presbyterian Gen- 
eral Assembly, now in session at Winona Lake, Indiana. 


Hats Hour: 
P. M. Camp. 


Dr. W. O. Fries, of Sandusky Conference. I move this be referred 
to the Committee on Correspondence. 

It was so referred. 

Tur Presiinc Bisuor. What is your further pleasure? Will you 
take up the unfinished report on missions ? 

Rev. J. S. Kenpatt, of East Ohio Conference. The report is before 
us, is it not? r 

Tur Presipine Bisuop. Yes, sir. 

Rey. J. S. Kenpatu. I have the following to offer: 


In Article IV., under duties of the Home-Missionary Secretary, in 
fourth line from top of page 2, omit “as time and strength may per- 
mit.” 

J. S. KENDALL. 
O. W. Recarp. 


Tr Presipinc Bisnop. This is before you. Will you agree to this? 

Voices. Agreed, agreed. 

Dr. R. J. Wuire, of Erie Conference. I wish to call your attention 
to Article IV., under the constitution of the Home Missionary So- 
ciety, third item and last sentence in that item. “The General Con- 
ference shall fix his salary, which shall be in proportion to the net in- 
come of the board, of which he is treasurer.” I move to amend by 
striking out after the word “salary” and substitute what is found in 
the Foreign Missionary Society constitution, Article VIL. just at the 
top of the page, Article IV., third item, in regard to the treasurer’s 
salary, and insert this, “The proportion.of his salary to be paid by 
this society shall be paid by the executive committee in conjunction 
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with the other boards having the services of said General Treasurer.” 
I think the last states exactly what the committee desires, and the first 
does not. I move you, therefore, that this first part be stricken out and 
the other substituted, so they will both be alike. 

The motion was adopted. 

A. H. Lavcusaum, of Sandusky Conference. I move the previous 
question on the adoption of the report. 

The previous question was ordered. 

Proressor Keppen, of California Conference. May I be excused 
from voting and record the reason why ? 

Dr. H. H. Four. I want to know whether the adoption of the sup- 
plementary report, No. 6, is included. 

Dr. Funx. It has not been looked at. 

Dr. D. R. Mittzr. Not yet. 

Dr. H. H. Four. So I understand it is not included in this report. 

Rev. F. P. Rossetor, of Sandusky Conference. The motion before 
the house is on the adoption of the report. The supplementary report 
is not before us. : 

The report was adopted. ; 

Dr. E. B. Bierman. I move that we now adopt the supplementary 
report. 

Seconded. 

Dr. H. H. Four, of Miami Conference. I trust you will permit me 
a few words as the author of the original paper. I notice the omission 
of the first resolution, which was as follows: “Resolved, That evan- 
gelism be the key-note of the coming quadrennium, and that our 
watchword be one hundred thousand souls for Christ.” I think I 
should promise this General Conference gladly that it should not 
hear my voice again until the final benediction is pronounced, if I 


might have six or seven minutes to state my reasons for offering this 
resolution. 


Voices. Hear, hear. 

Tue Presipine Bisnop. Proceed. 

Dr. H. H. Four. I believe that we face at this time one of the most 
important issues that has come before the General Conference, and if 
I can judge of the spirit and trend of the times, all the business of this 
General Conference should have been transacted in the spirit of this 
resolution, and with reference to it. T am sure that I can state three 
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reasons in addition to what is incorporated in the preamble of these 
resolutions favoring this amendment that must meet the serious 
thought and approval of this General Conference. As a denomina- 
tion we have stood for evangelism, and the key-note of Christendom 
to-day is evangelism. A church like ours cannot afford to stop short 
of a resolution of this kind to making it our chief business to help 
sound out this general note. My three reasons are these: First, be- 
cause it appeals to the patriotism of the church of America. Pat- 
riotism is the handmaid of religion, and one of the noblest passions of 
the human heart. If we proudly hold our country worth all the heroic 
services it took to found it, and all the precious lives it cost to save it, 
it ought to be worth any sacrifice upon the part of the church of Amer- 
ica to evangelize it. : 

Second, I favor this resolution because of the great need that con- 
fronts us. The conviction is profound and wide-spread that the church 
is not succeeding in adequately organizing, regulating, and prosecut- 
ing the work of evangelizing the unsaved multitudes in our own coun- 
try. With all our machinery, and we have more than the apostles 
ever dreamed of, with all of our culture, members, and money, the 
church in recent years has faced the humiliating fact of a comparative 
decline in conversions and additions on profession of faith. During 
the first twelve months of this marvelous century 3,510 churches in 
two of the great denominations of this country reported not one single 
conversion. In the city of New York there are two millions of people 
to-day who never crossed the threshold of a Christian church—a vast 
mass of heathenism in the very center of Christian civilization, to 
whom no gospel is preached, who, like myriads of maddened horses, rush 
through life uncared for and uncaring. It is to the services of all these 
that God is calling the church of America. Greater than any theo- 
logical problem that confronts the church to-day is the question of 
how to reach these unsaved masses and bring them into some relation 
to the church, and then bring them to Christ. If we feel it incumbent 
to save the heathen across the sea, it is just as much our duty to save 
him when he comes to our own shores. There is no justification for 
that far-sightedness that would see the awful evils of polygamy in 
Africa and absolutely overlook it in Utah. The love that reaches six 
thousand miles across the seas to save the African and gives him the 
cold shoulder at home is sadly defective. The nominal membership 
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of the churches, Protestant and Roman Catholic, in this country is a 
little above 28,000,000. Nearly 10,000,000 of these are Roman Catho- 
he. With over 50,000,000 of our people outside of the churches, I 
submit to you, is this not a trumpet call to evangelism? Millions of 
these are alien in spirit and alien in sympathy with our regulations 
of Christian citizenship. Another thing worthy of serious considera- 
tion is the fact that in recent years the character of the emigration to 
this land is deteriorating. It represents the lowest stages of European 
civilization. You noticed some months ago that on a single day there 
landed in New York 12,784 emigrants, and within the past twelve 
months 162,000 of the same class have landed on our shores. What a 
mass for evangelism! If America is to be saved our religious growth 
must keep pace with our national increase, and home-mission work 
must be vigorously pushed. ; 

My third plea for this resolution is based on the relation of the 
home field to the evangelization of the world. I do not plead for home 
evangelism, for home alone, but I plead for the evangelism of Amer- 
ica in order that the world may be evangelized. We want to save 
America, and through America to save the world. Emerson says: 
“America is another name for opportunity. Our whole history ap- 
pears like a last effort of the divine providence in behalf of the human 
race.” Making all due allowances for the “largeness” of this state- 
ment, there is no slender basis for it. He must be a superficial and un- 
devout student who does not recognize the hand of God in American 
history, marking out for her a destiny of possible greatness, and set- 
ting before her an open door of opportunity for the moral and spirit- 
ual uplift of humanity. Some one calculated that in a certain period, 
Great Britain—that is, the United Kingdom, apart from her colonial 
possessions—increased fifty-three per cent, Germany seventy-five per 
cent., and Russia ninety per cent., while at the same time the colonial 
population of Great Britain was increased five hundred per cent. 
That is the most wonderful fact of recent times save one; and that is, 
that the colonial population of the United States during he same 
period increased six hundred and twenty per cent. That was an elo- 
quent statement of Daniel Webster when he said, “The note of the 
British drum is around the world.” This was never true; but the 
utterance of a great statesman, a few months ago, to the effect that 
“the sun never sets on the Stars and Stripes” is more eloquent. I 
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do not know that this is true; I pray that it may be so. But 
I suspect that when the sun goes down on the western arm of the 
Philippines, it must be rising on Quebec. God would have us recog- 
nize our exalted place among the nations of the earth as providential. 
He wants us to see that our task is to bring in the kingdom of heaven 
on earth. A sense of such responsibility should put the church of 
America on her knees. It is clearly evident that in this work our own 
Church has an important part to perform. Her spirit and polity 
peculiarly adapts her for evangelism under our own flag. The door of 
opportunity may be closing under the British flag, as we heard this 
morning, but God has set before us a wide-open door under the Stars 
and Stripes. Let us enter it. 

Tuer Presipinc BisHop. Time is up. 

Voices. Hear, hear. 

Tue Presipine Bisnop. Proceed. 

Dr. H. H. Four. I thank you. The future of the United Brethren 
_ Church is a magnificent sunrise, not a sunset. We have a brotherhood 
that cannot be excelled among the children of men. We have shared 
the blessing of God which overshadows us with gratitude, and my plea 
is that we lift up our heads among the denominations of the world 
and determine to make our Church life the largest, the noblest, the 
kindest, and the most zealous of all the churches. The question, Mr. 
Chairman, and brethren, which burns in my heart is not whether this 
Church has a future, nor whether our leaders are wise or our methods 
sound, but whether the Church will rise to the opportunity which con- 
fronts her. It is evident that in the recent past we have been gather- 
ing strength for aggressive work. Our institutions are practically 
out of debt; the day of controversy, thank God, is behind us. We need 
now to summon and unite our forces in a denominational push. Let 
us put evangelism where Jesus Christ put it before he left the world— 
at the top of the church program—and leave it there. A hundred 
thousand souls for Christ during the quadrennium is not a prophecy, 
but a clarion summons to go after them. It can be done, it will be 
done, if we heed the voices calling us to-day. It means just twelve 
souls saved annually by each minister of the Church. It is not a great 
stretch of faith, and we have a right to expect it. I plead for this 
amendment. 

Rev. J. R. Kina, of West Africa Conference. I wish to say in de- 
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fense of this committee that we did not mean to leave out the whole 
resolution. It was an omission, I am sure, when it went to the printer, 
but it was the intention of the committee to have an amendment, that 
evangelism remain the key-note of this quadrennium, and that is why 
it was ordered to be printed. 

Dr. Funk. I did not want to believe that the committee intention- 
ally omitted that resolution. 

Tue Presipine BisHop. Will you have it placed back by common 
consent? It was left out by mistake. 

Voices. Very good. 

Tue Presipine BisHor. Then it will be corrected. 

Bisnop Carter. I rise to a question of privilege. Brother Morgan, 
of Kast Tennessee Conference, has just received word that his wife is 
very sick, and asks for a leave of absence for himself and the lay dele- 
gate who has journeyed here with him, for the remaining days of the. 
Conference. 

The leave of absence was granted by general consent. : 

Rev. W. O. Harper, of West Nebraska Conference. I move the 
previous question. . 

Seconded. 

The previous question was ordered. 

The supplementary report was then adopted. 

Rev. D. D. Lowery, of Eastern Pennsylvania Conference. I should 
like to make a motion. In view of the fact that Rev. ©. I. B. Brane, 
a member of our delegation, was yesterday interrupted in his address 
on the adoption of the syllabus, and recognizing his fine Christian 
spirit in the discussion of that subject, I move that his paper be 
printed in full in the published journal of this General Conference. 

Seconded. 

This motion was adopted. 

Bisnop Castir. I would like this word in this connection. Of 
course I was presiding at the time. I hope it is not understood that 
this was a personal interruption, but simply following the order of 
the Conference giving a limit of time, and when it was up, of course I 
rapped this brother down, as I should any other member of the Con- 
ference, because it was your regulation. 

Voices. Sure, sure. 

Bisnop Caste. You will understand it; it was not personal. 
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Tue Presipine Bisnor. I believe the report on education is to be 
considered next. 
The secretary will read the report. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION. 


We, your Committee on Education, beg leave to report as follows: 
Discipline, Chapter XXIII., Section 1, page 127. First six para- 
graphs recast and condensed as follows: 


BOARD OF EDUCATION. 


The Board of Education of the United Brethren in Christ shall 
consist of nine members, to be elected by the General Conference, 
who shall hold office for four years. In addition, the bishops shall be 
members ex officio of this Board. Five members shall constitute a 
quorum. This Board shall direct and supervise the general educa- 
tional work of the Church under the rules and regulations enacted by 
the General Conference. 

OFFICERS. : 


1. The officers of the Board shall be a President and Secretary, 
who shall be elected by the Board at the first session immediately 
after the adjournment of General Conference, and these officers shall 
hold office until the next General Conference. 

2. The Secretary may be any competent member of the Church, 
and, if elected from outside the Board, shall be an advisory member. 

3. This Secretary is to devote such portion of his time to the work 
of the Board as it may direct, his compensation to be fixed by the 
Board. 

4. There shall be at least one session of the Board each year. 
Special meetings of the Board may be called by the President, upon 
the request of five members. 

Section IIL., pages 131, 1382. Additional paragraphs: 

9. We recommend that our institutions of learning provide such 
instruction as shall prepare their students to become leaders of song 
in church and Sunday school. 

10. We recommend that our institutions of learning give greater 
emphasis to the training of their young people for different phases 
of religious work. 

GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS. 


1. That we make the chief financial feature of the next quadren- 
nium the strengthening of our educational institutions in finance and 
equipment, and that $500,000 be our goal. 

9. That in raising the $500,000 we suggest that $100,000 shall be 
for the Seminary, and $400,000 of the amount for our other educa- 
tional institutions. ; 

3. That the authorities of the Seminary are hereby instructed and 
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authorized systematically to canvass the whole Church. The colleges 
and other institutions are authorized to take independent action in 
their respective territories. 
Respectfully submitted, _ 

D. R. Senerr, Chairman, 

Hervin U. Roop, Secretary, 

E. S. Lorenz, 

Marx KeEppPEL, 

F. P. RossE.ot, 

W. I. Beatty, 

Le Roy Howarp, 

Mrs. GrorGE SICKAFOOSE, 

A. P. FUNKHOUSER, 

F. M. Muncu, 

Committee. 


Dr. R. J. Wurre, of Erie Conference. I move you the report be 
adopted item by item. 

It was so ordered. 

Assistant Secretary Schaeffer read as follows: 


Discipline, Chapter XXIII., Section 1, page 127. First six para- 
graphs recast and condensed as follows: 


BOARD OF EDUCATION. 


The Board of Education of the United Brethren in Christ shall 
consist of nine members, to be elected by the General Conference, 
who shall hold office for four years. In addition, the bishops shall be 
members ex officio of this Board. Five members shall constitute a 
quorum. This Board shall direct and supervise the general educa- 
tional work of the Church under the rules and regulations enacted by 
the General Conference. 

OFFICERS. 4 


1. The officers of the Board shall be a President and Secretary, 
who shall be elected by the Board at the first session immediately 
after the adjournment of General Conference, and these officers shall 
hold office until the next General Conference. 


Dr. R. J. Waite, of Erie Conference. I would like to inquire what 
is meant by secretary here, if it is intended to have a general secre- 
tary or merely a recording secretary ¢ 

Dr. D. R. Senerr, of Lower Wabash Conference. It seems to be 
just about as the law is now in this respect, recording secretary, whose 
services are to be used by the Board as they desire. 

Tue Presipinc Bisnor. If there are no further remarks, you will 
read the next item. 
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Assistant Secretary Schaeffer read Ttem No. 2, as follows: 


9. The Secretary may be any competent member of the Church, . 
and, if elected from outside the Board, shall be an advisory member. 


Dr. E. B. Bierman, of Eastern Pennsylvania Conference. I see no 
provision for a treasurer. The committee may have some reason for 
that. 

Dr. Funk. The Church Treasurer. 

Dr. H. U. Roop, of Eastern Pennsylvania Conference. The thought 
of the committee was that we had a General Church Treasurer who 
would be treasurer of this body also. 

Assistant Secretary Schaeffer read Item No. 3, as follows: 


3. This Secrétary is to devote such portion of his time to the work 
of the Board as it may direct, his compensation to be fixed by the 
Board. 


Dr. R. J. Wuirs, of Erie Conference. I would like to ask these 
questions: Is it proposed that this secretary, according to the answer 
just given, is to be the recording secretary of this Board? Is it ex- 
pected that he shall devote his whole time to the work? I think if it 
is intended that he be, if not in name, in fact, the general secretary 
of the Educational Board, we ought to know it, and act intelligently, 
and if-he is to be paid for his entire time out of the funds of this 
Board, the General Conference ought to fix his salary, that there 
should be no exception; that the salaries of these officers should be 
fixed just as well as the salaries of all the other officers of the general 
Church. I therefore move—well, I would like to know first what is 
the understanding of the committee in regard to that matter. 

Dr. D. R. Senerr, of Lower Wabash Conference. As I said, it 
leaves the Discipline just about as it is for the secretary. It is op- 
tional with the Board whether they employ for the full time or part 
time, or give him any work at all as recording secretary. It is not in- 
tended that it shall be a general secretary, as we understand it. 

Tue Presipine BisHop. Proceed with the next item,. then. 

Assistant Secretary Schaeffer read Item No. 4, as follows: 


4. There shall be at least one session of the Board each year. 
Special meetings of the Board may be called by the President, upon 
the request of five members. 

Section IIL. pages 181, 182. Additional paragraphs: 
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9. We recommend that our institutions of learning provide such 


instruction as shall prepare their students to become leaders of song 
in church and Sunday school. 


10. We recommend that our institutions of learning give greater 


emphasis to the training of their young people for different phases 
of religious work. 


GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS. 


1. That we make the chief financial feature of the next quadren- 
nium the strengthening of our educational institutions in finance and 
equipment, and that $500,000 be our goal. 


2. That in raising the $500,000 we suggest that $100,000 shall be 


for the Seminary, and $400,000 of the amount for our other educa- 
tional institutions. 


Dr. M. R. Drury, of Iowa Conference. The raising of this money 
is a matter of very great importance to this Churck, and there are 
now several very important propositions pending in connection with 
different educational institutions. One of these is the proposition of 
two men outside of the Church to give $100,000 for Western College 
on the condition that $50,000 additional be raised by the Church. No 
such proposition has ever been made before to the Church, and I 
think this of sufficient merit, of sufficient importance, to be brought 
before this General Conference. I wish to ask that President Kep- 
hart be heard upon this proposition under the very item here that 
$400,000 of the amount be raised for our educational institutions. T[- 
ask that he be given the privilege of a few moments at this time. 

Voices. Hear, hear. e 

Tue Presipine Bisuor. Dr. Kephart will please come forward. 

Dr. C. J. Kepuart, President of Western College. Brethren and 
sisters of the General Conference, it was, on my part, altogether un- 
expected, until just a few moments ago, that I should appear before 
you in any interest; but the brethren and friends in the meeting 
called in the interest of Western College thought proper that, if this 
privilege be granted, I should make some remarks. 

In the first place I do not think that I need to say anything to 
stimulate you. With the interests manifest in our general educa- 
tional work, if you will adopt this resolution of the Committee on 
Education, either as it is or strengthen it, make the proposition 
larger than it is, you will express your interest and sympathy with 
this great work. I certainly am not here to speak in the least degree 
either directly or impliedly in disregard of other institutions of the 
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Church. I am sure our hearts all beat in earnest sympathy with them, 
every one, and we wish them the best possible degree of success; but 
in the providence of God there has come to Western College a propo- 
sition, an opportunity in some respects unlike any proposition that 
has ever come to us in our educational work. Through the earnest 
labors of my predecessor, Dr. Bookwalter, whom you all know and 
love, and whom Otterbein University has been successful in securing 
as its president, under his efficient and arduous labors the debt of the 
college was provided for, amounting to about $100,000 or more, a most 
strenuous and taxing effort.. Following this, or in connection with it, 
Dr. Bookwalter secured a proposition from Major Leander Clark, of 
Toledo, Iowa, to subscribe $50,000 to the endowment of that institu- 
tion on condition that $100,000 more be secured. In answer also to 
Dr. Bookwalter’s careful planning, Mr. Carnegie came to us this 
spring with the proposition that he would pay $50,000 of this $100,000 
on condition that we raise another $50,000. I came to the position 
that I occupy in the institution only in time to receive Mr. Carnegie’s 
answer, six weeks ago to-day, in which he said to us that he would 
be glad to contribute $50,000 of the $100,000 upon the condition and 
at the time when the other $50,000 has been collected. Now there 
comes before us the important duty to raise this other $50,000, which, 
if we secure it, will bring*to Western College an endowment fund ot 
$150,000. This is to be an endowment fund indeed, because Mr. Clark 
has specifically provided that not one dollar of the principal shall 
ever be devoted to any other purpose than endowment, and he has 
specifically provided that not one dollar of the income shall ever be 
used for any other purpose than for the payment of the faculty. Thus 
it comes to the mstitution specifically and definitely as an endowment 
fund, laying the foundation for a great, vigorous life and for a greater 
success than the institution has ever enjoyed before. Now, because of 
this coming to us, because of the opportunity it presents to us, we 
feel that it is a matter in which the entire Church is interested. You 
are interested in your local institutions unquestionably, and you will 
stand carefully and faithfully by them. To the brethren of the East 
my only word is, Give your hearty cooperation to Brother Roop, of 
Lebanon Valley College. My friends from Ohio, you must heartily co- 
operate with Brother Bookwalter, of Otterbein University, and, with- 
out going over the list of schools, I would say to all parts of the 
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Church, Give your first and greatest codperation to the institutions in 
your territory; but in the providence of God there has opened up an 
opportunity for our Church work to a degree that we could hardly 
expect. We only come to you with this belief, brethren, we only come 
with this excuse, that, while you stand loyally by your own institu- 
tions in the great field which God spreads out before us, in the interest 
of the great work which God would enable us to do, we ask you, to. 
the extent of your ability, to give us your hearty codperation and as- 
sistance in reaching this goal so much to be desired. May I tell you 
why? First of all, because of the tremendous possibilities that lie 
before the institution if this be accomplished, not in the interest of 
any person, not in the interest of the Church simply as an institu- 
tion, but in the interest of the Church and in the larger interest of the 
kingdom of the Lord our God. Western College can make a contribu- 
tion to the life of our Church, to the support of the Church, to the 
institutional work of the Church to an extent that it could not do be- 
fore.’ May I repeat here to-day that one of the difficulties with our 
institutions to-day, all of them, is that those in charge who labor in con- 
nection, if they labor at all, do so with their hands tied, because all the 
time they are pleading for support, for assistance for the institutions, 
and are not able to stand and take the position they need to take for the 
progressive and forward movement of the Church. God help us that, 
under the leadership of these men who have promised to come to our 
support and will inspire others, that all our institutions may be put 
upon their feet, and that they may stand before the Church in the in- 
terest of the Church without pleading for their support, and by plead- 
ing for the larger life a larger vigor in every part of the Church and 
every interest of our great Church. God puts the opportunity before 
us, and we ask the Church, East, West, North, and South, to the ex- 
tent of your ability, counting out what you should give to your own 
interest, to the extent of your ability; after that is done, to give us 
your assistance. I ask for another reason; for to fail to ac- 
complish this is to practically seal the fate of that institution. There 
has come to us an opportunity; there has come to us an opportunity 
larger than we can measure. If we fail to meet it, after two men 
outside of the Church have come to our support and said we will give 
you this—if we fail to meet it, the reaction will be such that the in- 
stitution cannot endure it, and the probability is that it will have 
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to pass out of our Church. We must meet it if Western College is to 
be made a force in this Church. I urge it for that reason and another 
reason as well, for of course they all come upon us if we do not meet 
this after two men outside of the Church have given us this. The 
disgrace that will come upon us as a denomination will effect our 
whole church life throughout the Northwest. We cannot avoid that. 
We must meet that in order to sustain our position as a church. We 
must do it to sustain the position of that institution. We must meet rie 
for its enlarged life. 

I thank you for the privilege of presenting this to you. I hold in 
my hand the printed proposition. I would be glad to furnish it to any 
of you. You will find it is one of the most carefully printed and most 
rigidly drawn of any of the propositions made to us. I will ask you to. 
give us your codperation to the extent of your ability and give us your 
means in assisting us in accomplishing this great end. 

I wish to say to you at the close, do not understand that this is a 
plea to any one to relinquish his interest in any degree in the insti- 
tution in which he is directly connected. I thank God for the 
privilege of being a worker in the Church. I thank God for the privi- 
lege of standing in the presence of this body. I shall thank him more 
and give my life more earnestly to the work if this great opportunity 
can be embraced. I thank you. 

E. R. Smitu, of Iowa Conference. Shall we hear Dr. Bookwalter a 
few moments on this subject? 

Dr. Booxwatrer, President of Otterbein University. Mr. Chair- 
man and Members of the General Conference: After the remarks 
made in such a complimentary way by Dr. Kephart, I need not tell 
you why it is that my own heart should be stirred when this matter is 
presented. Let that pass; but I come directly to the point for just a 
moment, and your time is so precious that just a moment will be 
taken. The appeal has been made, and you have been shown what 
this means to the Church in the central Northwest, as has been sug- 
gested in public before this general body, representing the entire 
length and breadth of this Church, with the hope that some people in 
the territory of our colleges may feel it their privilege and duty to 
help the brethren in the territory of Western College. I heartily ac- 
cord this liberty, and trust it will be well taken by the men and 
women of means all over our denomination. Now there is this differ- 
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ence between this and the great financial efforts being made by other 
colleges. The college with which I am connected, and I believe I will 
dare to say the one with which my brother east of me, Dr. Roop, is 
connected have the wealth, have the membership, have codperation. 
We have the ability to rapidly accomplish every single thing we have 
planned; but I say here—and I know the institution by ten years of 
toil there, having gone over every foot of that country—I say here, 
brethren, that, after the money had been raised, of which you have 
had mention here, over $100,000, that country was simply combed 
with a fine-tooth comb. After all this has been done, it is my delib- 
erate opinion that the Church and the local people in the community 
adjoining them are not able to raise this $50,000, and that is why 
there is an appeal here that has not come to the people of my territory 
or any other college in this Church. I trust the people will hear this 
appeal; and there is a heart in it, and the heart is that there is the 
inability of the people in the Northwest to raise this $50,000. Every 
dollar that is given will be a help in the scheme of rescue. This 
grand old college, which has now given almost fifty years to the edu- 
cational work of this Church, is worthy of your support and needs it 
now. 

Rev. S. S. Hoven, of Allegheny Conference. Before you go to the 
next item I would like to call attention to the Seminary, the first part 
of this item. You will notice that they want $100,000 toward Union 
Biblical Seminary, and if this carries here it will earry the report as 
to the Seminary. If it fails here, it fails there, and what is to be said 
there should be said here. In the past we have been freeing the 
Church from debt, and it seems to be a fitting time that we should 
look to the next quadrennium to take a forward movement. TI do not 
think this will in any way conflict with the resolution passed to make 
the next quadrennium an evangelistic quadrennium, for I believe if 
we get into our hearts the spirit of evangelism we will get the spirit 
of Christian Stewardship also as a result. We will want to get en- 
dowments and equipment for our educational institutions. It seems 
to me to go hand-in-hand for the future. As TI journeyed to this Gen- 
eral Conference I picked up a daily paper in Pittsburg, and I noticed 
that the Union Theological Seminary of the Presbyterian Church wass 
inaugurating a plan to secure $100,000 immediately of $500,000 for 
that theological seminary. I also noticed that they had received that 
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morning a gift of $25,000 to that church, for this very purpose, to 
build buildings that will require generations to build. They are plan- 
ning for one hundred and fifty or two hundred years in the future. 
I believe that this educational report is a splendid one the whole way 
through. You will notice Items 9 and 10, that we have already 
passed. I think that this. will cover the phase of the work that we 
need to recognize as important, beginning even with the local church, 
because it seems to me that what is needed in this denomination as 
much as anything now is unity, perfect codperation, perfect sympathy 
from the time that we begin with the local church until we go to the 
academy and colleges and university and through the theological 
seminaries. As was said in the meeting this morning, which was 
called of the alumni of the Seminary, it seems to me that the things 
that are needed just now are to enable members of the Church—a 
great many men who ought to be in the Seminary, either before they 
get through college or at that time, simply fail to go to our theological 
school, and one reason given is that the equipment is not what it 
should be in our Seminary. Now if this be true, and I think it is, 
then it seems to me we need just $100,000 to put Union Biblical 
Seminary in first-class condition. Give it at least $100,000, or $150,- 
000, for equipment, and that will redound to make it what it should 
be, since we have but one theological school. 

Now other denominations, not any larger than ours, have from 
two to three theological seminaries, and I think we are right in haying 
just one; but there is no real good reason why there should not be 
three times as many young men and women in our Union. Biblical 
Seminary at this time than we have. I believe if we get in close ¢o- 
operation with the local church and with the college, and these col- 
leges see to it that their tie to the Union Biblical Seminary is what it 
ought to be, and then that the young men when they go out in the large 
fields that we are opening up to them in the homeland and foreign 
lands, receive the proper sympathy and support, there will be no 
question about the future work in this Church. I am convinced that, 
while we have a great field before us in evangelism, and missions, and 
in this department, the very ground of the work is touched in this re- 
port, and I wish it could be adopted unanimously; and not only 
adopted here, but wise measures be immediately used for the full 
carrying out of this report. It will matter very little, brethren and 


587 


TWENTY-FOURTH GENERAL CONFERENCE 


friends, if we pass this report and go to our homes and at the end of 
the quadrennium see that nothing has been materially done to carry 
them out. One thing this Church needs to do, and that is, it needs 
to set up a standard, since you mean wisely to carry that standard up. 
We ought to establish a confidence that will reach te the very founda- 
tion of this Church. Of everything we do here, see to it that we plan 
wisely for the immediate and hearty carrying out to the last dollar of 
everything we stand for, and unless we wish to make this thing a 
reality, let us vote it down; but if we intend to carry it out and stand 
by it, let us pass it heartily. 

Dr. W. E. ScHELL, of East Nebraska Conference. The Board of 
Education in its recommendation sets the goal at $100,000, while Dr. 
Kephart made the suggestion that the sum of $500,000, as recom- 
mended by the committee, be raised. Have we passed beyond the 
point where a motion might be entertained to raise this amount? 

Tue Presipine BisHop. I suppose not, sir. 

Rev. W. E. Scuetyt. Then I move to amend, Mr. Chairman, that 
the amount be fixed at $100,000. 

Tue Presipine BisHop. J hear no second 

Rev. A. P. FunknHouser, of Virginia Conference. I had about 
made up my mind to be good and not say a word. 

Tue Presipinc Bishop. That is remarkable. 

Rev. A. P. FunxHousrer. But I do not believe I would be true to 
myself if I did not say something on the most important subject that 
this General Conference will have before it for its consideration. 
There has not been a word said upon the original question. We have 
had different institutions represented; not one word upon this ques- 
tion. Our educational work has never been in an organized shape. 
When we approach it, we approach it cautiously. Our fathers 
planned; the Church opposed it. Our people opposed it for a long 
time. Now largely scattered among us is a spirit of indifference. For 
twenty-nine years we have had a Board of Education. They have 
gathered, by the last report, $20,000. Our Board of Bishops, our 
Educational Board, and, I think, our theological Seminary, have each 
severally and together recommended that this General Conference se- 
lect a general secretary to push the work. That question does not even 
come before the body for its consideration, and yet this is the funda- 
mental question. We talk about missions, we divide our work, make 
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another missionary secretary, altogether proper in my judgment, and 
yet the fact of all that work depends upon the educational question. 
We have a Church-Erection Secretary to gather funds for a great good 
work, and yet upon this same question rests the success of that. Why 
are we selling churches in different parts of the country? For the 
simple reason that we have not competent pastors to man them. Our 
. Publishing House has to build up its business upon the general in- 
crease of our knowledge and culture, and our evangelists as they go 
out can make their work prominent only by having this question of 
education brought prominently to our people. The greatest evangelist 
of the century, Mr. Moody, who went over the country having many 
converts, wound up his life by establishing an institution of learning 
+hat should make prominent that work. We have amongst us all over 
the denomination men who are gathering great numbers of people into 
the Church that ten years afterward cannot be found by the suc- 
cessors of these people. I only want to say, Mr. Chairman, that this 
work is the foundation of every other work, and should be in the 
hearts, not of the General Conference simply, but upon the hearts and 
in the hands of somebody who is to study the subject, and give himself 
to the subject, and make it just what it should be. In our foreign 
fields, in the missionary work, the school is to solve the problem. Who 
is studying the general question of education in all these fields?) Who 
is studying the general subject of the Church that is in all of our out- 
lying and frontier territory? Who is becoming an expert upon this 
thing that is to reach the men to-day with money and who know the 
place to put it to do good? It seems to me that, with all these open 
doors, and with his fund gathered into your hands, that we would be 
recreant to every trust upon us if we did not make arrangements to 
get our share of the funds already gathered and only awaiting ap- 
propriation; but T will be good. . 

Rev. J. S. Kenpatt, of East Ohio Conference. I want to know 
whether we are working under that amended order of speeches of three 
minutes. 

Rev. J. W. Laity, of Sandusky Conference. I hope that this re- 
port will be adopted just as it comes from the committee. They have 
given it careful consideration. They do not discriminate against any 
part of the Church except that the Seminary be emphasized during 
this quadrennium, and any one who has had his attention turned in 
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that direction will not question but that this is just what ought to be 
done, and I trust that we shall vote this at once. 
Dr. Funx. Are we on the general report ? 
Tue Presiprnc BisHop. One-more item to read. Hear the last item. 
.The secretary read the third item, as follows: 


3. That the authorities of the Seminary are hereby instructed and 
authorized systematically to canvass the whole Church. The colleges 
and other institutions are authorized to take independent action in 
their respective territories. 


Rey. Gro. P. Horr, of Virginia Conference. I rise to a question 
of privilege, to present a memorial offered by the alumni of Union 
Biblical Seminary supporting this resolution. Will you hear it read? 

Tue Presipine Bisnor. Proceed. 

Rev. G. P. Horr. The memorial is as follows: 


In the forward and upward look of the Church for the future, and 
especially for the coming quadrennium, we feel that our hearts’ best 
interests and our hands’ best efforts should be carefully and wisely 
directed; and to this end, for the cause of Christ, the welfare of men, 
and the best interests of our Church, the needs of our institution for 
the training of qualified men in the ministry of the Church should re- 
ceive our earnest attention. 

Therefore while we recognize that the spirit of the coming quad- 
rennium must be that of evangelism, the soul will be a better qualified 
ministry, and the body of all this is our educational institutions, and 
chief among these, and the one institution fostered especially by the 
General Conference, Union Biblical Seminary. Therefore, 

Resolved, That we have heard with exceeding interest and pleasure 
the words of Dr. Geo, A. Funkhouser concerning the work, needs, and 
enlargement of Union Biblical Seminary, and that we here earnestly 
record our high appreciation of the value and power of this institu- 
tion, and pledge our hearty cooperation in securing the larger endow- 
ment asked for, the improved facilities in equipment and buildings, 
and the increase of the teaching force, that this school of the Church 
may have increased effectiveness in its great work. 

Gro. P. Hort, 
M. R. Drury. 


Rey. J. Srvons, of St. Joseph Conference. I move that it be 
adopted. 

Seconded. . 

Rey. C. A. THorn, of Northern Illinois Conference. I move we 
hear Dr. Funkhouser, president of the Seminary, for five minutes. 


This was agreed to. 
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Dr. G. A. Funxuouser, of Allegheny Conference, Senior Professor 
of the Seminary. Mr. Chairman and Brethren of the Conference: 
I thought probably the members of the committee and the alumni 
would do all the speaking to be done, but I am glad for the oppor- 
tunity to say a word. 

First, I might report to you that we have had an excellent quad- 
rennium in the Seminary, as far as the inside working is concerned, 
an increase of students, closing this year with fifty students, a most 
excellent gain. We graduated nine. I am also sure the whole Church 
will be glad to hear that we have had an excellent spiritual condition 
in the school, and we have recognized all the years of our history that, 
unless the heart, along with the mind, can be kept alive and growing, 
it is not much use, we feel, and so I am very glad to report that we have 
had an increased spirituality in the Senrinary, especially the last two 
years. I think one feature will be of interest. We have had a class 
- in personal work under the care of Dr. Landis, meeting once a week, 
and teaching the young men to deal with men individually for the 
salvation of their souls. That has had a splendid effect; it has kept 
alive the spiritual interest of the young men in their fellows. An- 
other feature has been an evangelistic band, which, during part of the 
year, goes out and helps ministers round about Dayton within their 
reach in their revival work. And we have also tried to tone up a little 
on the scholarship. We have raised the per cent. allowing a man to 
pass from sixty to seventy-five per cent. We are gradually raising 
the standard as we believe we ought. Now the need of this institu- 
tion is great. We have come to the crisis I want you to know in our 
school. For eight years we have had no aid scarcely from the whole 
Church. Church erection stood out, and has been drawing upon the 
whole Church. We have not drawn upon the whole Church for eight 
years. We have remained still so far as the real permanent success of 
the institution is concerned. We have remained just where we were 
eight years ago. Of course we paid the debt, but that is a small part; 
‘that is only looking backward. We haven’t done much to look for- 
ward. We need in the near future, badly need, better buildings, more 
buildings. We have been there for twenty-seven years in the same 
building. The building has been full this year; should have had it 
more than full, of course, but many of our men are married men, and 
of course they live outside, but we hope to incite such an interest in 
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the Seminary that we shall need in the near future more room and 
some modern buildings; and we badly need this one remodeled from 
top to bottom. We need this because our own institution is not 
~ bounding forward and the Seminary is not keeping pace—it is the 
heart of the whole Church—with the local conditions in Dayton and 
the colleges of our Church. We need these, in the second place, be- 
cause the seminaries round about us are reaching out in a way they 
have not done for years. One east of us expects to spend about $500,- 
000 in improving in the near future, and others round about us are 
making large strides, and our young men are noticing it. They com- 
pare our institution with other institutions which are making much 
more liberal provision for their young men; and so on several ac- 
counts we have reached a crisis and we must move out. I do not 
expect we shall be able to de what some of these other institutions are 
doing or will do. We do not ask you to do that, but we do ask that you 
present to our young men that are coming here, not what these other 
institutions may have now and are able to do, but at least some evi- 
dences of growth. 

Enlargement of the faculty we need badly. We need one or two 
more teachers there. We are in a peculiar strain in taking care of the 
various classes. We have a good many coming in that have not had 
a college training, and we must carry a couple of courses, and then 
we have others who have had the best of college training, and some- 
times some of them are kept back, as they think, by being classed with 
those who have not had these advantages. If we had another teacher 
or two we could separate the classes so as to be of great advantage to 
both those who have the’ college training and those who have not. We 
have not as a Church, I am sure, come to the time when we can say 
to every man coming into the Seminary that he must have a regular 
course. Some very good students have never had a college course, and 
that will be the case for long years to come, but we do need to make 
good provision for all who come, that the one class does not hinder the 
other, and we need very badly, therefore, an increase of the teaching 
force. Other seminaries have from six to fourteen teachers, with no 
more students than we have. I speak of this because the teachers you 
have ought to have more time to devote themselves to specific subjects 
and not to spread over so much ground. We have from twelve td 
nineteen recitations a week. In many seminaries they have their 
work so that teachers may have but seven to twelve recitations per 
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week. I would like to say this also along the line that you will be 
called upon to act: The Seminary needs your sympathy and interest. 
Our men are solicited by other theological institutions which are able 
to give them much more money than we are able to loan them; give 
them, I say, much more money than we are able to loan. This at 
least tempts young men to look to other schools for their theological 
education. And then the salaries that confront them after they are 
out in active work; they do not see how they shall be able to pay back 
their debt. There never was such a desire for Seminary trained men. 
Our students this year have gone out into conferences that have never 
asked for them before, into Minnesota, Wisconsin, Kansas, and I don’t 
know where else. One elder wanted the whole output of the Seminary 
this year. If we had fifty graduates we could put them out into 
strategic places. That is the whole cry, and I hope this Conference 
will not pass over this matter or adjourn without having made larger 
provision to prepare men of the Church for the ministry. 

Dr. Funk. I would like to say a few words on the general report. 
I am pleased with it with but one exception. I am sure the Board of 
Education, in its meeting at Dayton, and also in the quadrennial ad- 
dress of the Board of Bishops, made a recommendation for a secretary 
of this field, and I believe, as Brother A. P. Funkhouser has said, 
that it is one of the greatest needs of our Church to-day. T cannot but 
believe that we are making a mistake if we don’t place in this field 
some one to push the plan so splendidly provided for in this report. 

Question called for. . 

Tur Presipinc Bisop. As many as favor its adoption will show 
their hand. Opposed, like sign. 

The report was adopted. - : 

Tue Presiping Bisuor. It is now three o’clock, and you have a 
special order for this hour, the election of your editors, beginning with 
the editor of the Telescope. 

Rev. J. R. Cuamsers, of Neosho Conference. Was there any pro- 
vision made in the appointing of a Committee on Delegates’ Expenses 
for the future for the next General Conference, for another commit- 
tee to be appointed, or anything about it? 

Order of the day was called for. 

Tue Presipinc Bishop. What is your pleasure? Will you elect 
both editors at one time, or one at a time ? 

Voices. One at a time. 
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Tue Presipinc BisHop. The secretary will read the result of the 
ballot for members of the Publishing House Board. 


REPORT OF THE BOARD OF TELLERS ON THE ELECTION OF THE PUBLISHING 
HOUSE BOARD. 


The secretary read the result of the ballot for the election of the 
Publishing House Board of Trustees, as follows: 


Ine 85 MoU bagel AB poe oo meas 16% Johnie Hiulite) 8 sees 76 
SD POWeryacsiecdees ices SOL, eed a lera aes 224 
ee Wiesel cree strctertyemsscil4o. THaS, ae Se eee eetteere 25 
HP Benmeh ott... ces eck scares 31, PM Campuses) ace ae 133 
GreAWroliic. ite... sissies ce 20 oa George Scobie: maa eevee 20 
S. D. Faust. . ctyste ss LOO GAWiaDillenbachss sn] sss 
AWWA arb 5 Shs ota S ctasowseus tele 39F (Georges Millers eae 162 
Wee prinkless.r se oe aie ly ER ona thes eet eee 102 
AW ieee eackaen scan cos eezecen 30p CARWe Drive ene eee 118 
(Cee Burkert.asenicn os 183°: “(DoOR:; Seneths.c). 2. se eee 
Eugene Schaeffer........... 65 H. W. Trueblood. . e066 
See Wesleotiwen. ea mete gl” Mati Wdmondsa.. see 191 
ede Harbavgiread: cscs ec 450) 4G, WitrMickieer oa eae 56 
Alera Wepre tly ores gels eis aels 15 


Votes cast, 248; thrown out, 2. Total count, 246. 

The following were declared elected as members of the Publishing 
House Board: §. E. Kumler, Matt Edmonds, ©. J. Burkert, George 
Miller, S. D. Faust, L. W. Stahl, P. M. Camp, A. W. Drury, D. W. 
Sprinkle. 

THe Presiping BisHop. Prepare your ballots for editor of the 
Telescope. 

Rev. A. M. Snyper, of Upper Wabash CAR eais I move that a 
board of tellers be appointed to count the ballots, and retire to the 
committee room, and when the result is known report to the Confer- 
ence. 

Seconded. 

The motion was adopted by a vote of 144 to 50. 

Proressor Keppet. I would like one suggestion in connection with 
the appointment of that board of tellers. If the chair will appoint 
about ten persons as tellers, they can be divided into five groups, and 
count the votes in a short time. I would suggest that ten persons be 
appointed, with one person as chairman. We might as well do it 
quickly, as our time is valuable. 

This was agreed to. 
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Rev. J. R. CHampers, of Neosho Conference. Are we not to have an 
editor and an assistant editor? Why not place the first one on the 
ballot as editor and the other as assistant 4 

Voices. No, no. 

Tue Presipine Bishop. Will Brother J..R. King and Brother S. 8. 
Hough and Brother A. A. Moore and Brother E. R. Smith please take 
up the ballots? I will appoint Professor Keppel chairman of the 
committee and add five more names. Brother J. W. Lake, Brother 
D. P. Baker, Colonel Cowden, Brother H. Deal, and Brother Jacob 
Davis. They will withdraw from the Conference room as soon as the 
ballots are taken up and count them and report at the earliest possible 
moment. 

Dr. Funk. A question of privilege. Will this be a standing com- 
mittee for this afternoon? We have several more elections. 

THe Presipinc BisHop. Yes. 

Dr. H. U. Roop. May we not vote immediately for associate editor ? 

Rey. S. W. Keister, of Allegheny Conference. It seems to me that 
we are not prepared to vote for the assistant until we know who the 
editor-in-chief is. . 

Tue Presipinc BisHor. Very good; let it stand as it is. 

Rev. L. W. Stanu. I move you that we proceed to cast our ballots 
for the Board of Home Missions. : 

Dr. Funx. Not according to the rules. 

Rey. L. W. Srauu. I move you that we suspend the order of the 
day and cast out ballots now for the Board of Control for Home Mis* 
sions. We can do this while this vote is being counted. 

Dr. Funk. There is no use of trying it, because the ballots are not 
here. 

Rev. I. Bennenorr, of Erie Conference. Does this deprive the 
committee of voting if the vote is taken before they return ? 

Tur Presipinc Bisuop. The committee is requested to meet in the 
Sunday-school room, to the left. 

SroreTary Snyper. If we vote in the absence of this committee, 
would we not deprive them of the privilege of voting? I think we 
ought not to do this. 

Dr. R. J. Wuits, of Erie Conference. I think we can do this: We 
could proceed with the hearing of the Sunday-school report, or some 
other, with the understanding that when the board of tellers are ready 
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to report the pending matter be laid aside and the voting proceeded 
with. I move you that we take up the Sunday-school report and con- 
sider that while this vote is being counted, with the understanding 
that whenever they are ready to report the result that this report be 
laid aside and the election proceeded with. 2 

Rey. J. S. Kennan, of East Ohio Conference. You have sent the 
General Secretary of the Sunday-School Board out as one of the tel- 
lers. He ought to be here. 

Dr. H. U. Roop. I move that we proceed with the election of the 
assistant editor of the Telescope. 

Voices. No, no. 

Rey. J. W. Litty of Sandusky Conference. How can we vote for the 
assistant editor until we know who is the editor? 

BisHop Miuis. We cannot. 

Rey. J. W. Litty. We cannot do it and be fair. ° 

Dr. R. J. Wuire, of Erie Conference. I still insist on the motion I 
made. It has been seconded, and I call for the question. Although 
Brother Cowden is out, I think he will be here in time to discuss it. 

The motion was adopted. 

Secretary Snyder read the report, as follows: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 


We, your Committee on Sunday Schools, beg leave to report as fol- 
lows: 


e Strike out all of Chapter XV. and substitute the following: 


CHAR TE Rae: 

Sunpay ScHoo.s. 
For the benefit of the rising generation and the upbuilding of the 
church of Christ, Sunday schools shall be organized wherever prac- 


ticable. They shall be organized and conducted in harmony with the 
provisions following in this chapter. 
The general interests of the Sunday-school work shall be committed 


to a Sunday-School Board, which shall be governed by the following 
constitution : 


SECTION I. 
The Constitution of the Sunday-School Board. 


ARTICLE J, : 


Name. 


This organization shall be known as the General Sunday-School 
Board of the Church of the United Brethren in Christ. 
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ArticLte-lI. 
Object. 


The object of this Board shall be to promote the multiplication, 
growth, and efficiency of the Sunday schools in connection with our 
Church and elsewhere, for the glory of God and the saving and bless- 
ing of mankind. 


‘ 


Articie IIT. 
Members and Officers. 


This Board shall be composed of five members, who shall be elected 
by the General Conference for a term of four years, with the bishops 
of the Church, editors of Sunday-school literature, the Sunday-School 
General Secretary, the secretary or secretaries of the Missionary So- 
ciety, Secretary of Church-Erection Society, the Agent of the Publish- 
ing House, and the General Church Treasurer, as members ex officio. 


ArvicLE LV. , 
Meetings. 


1. The Board shall be convened by the call of the General Secre- 
tary within thirty days after their election, and shall elect from their 
own number a recording secretary, who shall be a resident of Dayton, 
Ohio, or vicinity. The General Church Treasurer shall act as treas- 
urer of the Board. 

2. The Board shall meet annually in the month of April or May, 
on such day or days as it may determine. Other meetings may be held 
on the call of the General Secretary. The members present at any 
meeting shall constitute a quorum. The fiscal year of the Board shall 
close on March 31. 

ArvTIcLE V. 
Duties and Powers. 


4. This Board shall have charge of the general Sunday-school in- 
terests of the Church, and in carrying forward its work it may adopt 
such rules and take such action as, in its judgment, the interests 
committed to it may demand; provided, that nothing shall be done 
out of harmony with the Discipline of the Church. 

2. The Board shall, each year, at its annual meeting, place an as- 
sessment of at least three cents per member upon the several annual 
conferences. 

3. It shall make provision for the general observance of Children’s 
Day on the first Sunday in June, and shall receive the free-will of- 
ferings made on that day. 

4. It shall have full authority to fill vacancies in its membership 
between the sittings of the General Conference, and shall publish an 
annual report of its work. 

-5. A committee shall be appointed annually which shall audit the 
General Secretary’s and Treasurer’s accounts. 
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6. The General Secretary, Recording Secretary, and the editors of 
the Sunday-school literature, together with two other members elected 
for that purpose, shall constitute an executive committee to act in the 
interval of the Board meetings. This committee shall meet monthly, 
but shall not transact new business. 

7. The Board shall define fully the work and duties‘of the General 
Secretary and other employees, and arrange for salaries not otherwise 
provided. 

ArTICcLE VI. 
Use of Funds. 


1. The funds of this Board shall be made to assist in establishing 
and maintaining Sundays schools in home and foreign fields, and for 
defraying the expenses of the Board in forwarding the work for 
which it was organized; provided, that the principal of whatever 
permanent funds are created shall be carefully invested and only the 
income therefrom be expended. 

2. All applications for assistance shall be made through the Gen- 
eral Secretary, and shall be considered by a local committee or sub- 


committee thereof. Appropriations shall be made only to Sunday - 


schools that are conducted in harmony with the disciplinary provis- 
ions of the United Brethren Church, or to schools giving satisfac- 
tory evidence that they will soon become such. 

3. The President and Recording Secretary shall sign all orders 
issued on the Treasurer for funds. 


ArTICLE VII. 
Duties of Officers. 


1. The President shall have the operations of the Board under his 
care; he shall preside at its meetings, make such recommendations 
as he may consider proper, and call special meetings of the Board 
when, in his judgment, and that of the Secretary, it is necessary. 

2. The Recording Secretary shall issue the ealls for the meetings 
of the Board, and keep a correct record of its business transactions in 
a book provided for the purpose. 

3. The Treasurer shall have charge, and hold in trust, the funds 


of the Board. : 
SECTION II. 
Annual Conference Relations and Duties. 


1. Each annual conference shall elect annually a conference Sun- 
day-school secretary, whose duty it shall be to collect statistics of the 
Sunday schools of the conference upon blanks furnished him by the 
General Secretary of the Sunday-School Board, and transmit an ab- 
stract of same to the General Secretary; to represent the interests of 
the Sunday-School Board before the annual conference; to hold, at a 
convenient time during the conference session, a Sunday-school ‘anni- 
versary for the benefit of the Sunday-school cause. The necessary in- 
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cidental expense of the secretary shall be paid by the General Sunday- 
School Board. 


Pastor's Duties. 


2. The pastor shall have general supervision of all the Sunday 
schools on his charge. It shall be his duty to be present at all ses- 
sions of the Sunday school as far as practicable; to preside at all 
business meetings when present, and at all meetings for the organiza- 
tion of Sabbath schools. He shall organize a Sunday school at each 
appointment on his charge, where there is not one already; he shall 
preach on the subject at each appointment at least once a year; he 
shall report to his conference the number of schools, the number of 
officers and teachers employed, the number of scholars enrolled, in- 
cluding members of the Home Department and Oradle Roll, the num- 
ber of conversions among the scholars, and the amount of money col- 
lected for the use of schools, for the general fund, for missions, and 
for any other purpose. 


SECTION III. 
Organization of New Sunday Schools. 

In organizing a new school the pastor shall pursue such plan as he 
may think advisable to secure a superintendent, secretary, and treas- 
urer. It is desirable that, if possible, such officers should be active 
Christians and members of our Church. They. shall hold office for 
one year, and shall perform the duties which usually pertain to such 
offices. 

SECTION IV. 
Constitution for a Sunday School. 

It is recommended that all the Sunday schools adopt the follow- 
ing constitution; provided, that any school may have the privilege 
of enacting such by-laws for its better regulation as will not con- 
flict with the constitution. 

Articte I. 
This school shall be known as the United Brethren Sunday school 





of 
Arricie II. 

The object of the school shall be to gather in all, both old and young, 
as far as possible, for instruction in, and the study of, the Bible, and to 
promote the worship of God, and to secure the salvation of souls. 


Articte III. 


1. The officers shall be the pastor, a superintendent, a secretary, a 
treasurer, a librarian, and, when desired by the school, a chorister 
and organist. The duties of these officers shall be such as usually 
pertain to such offices; and whenever it 1s generally deemed necessary 
for the interests of the school, an assistant may be elected in each. of 
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these offices; all of whom shall be subject in their official duties to 
their superior officers, except in the absence of such superiors. 

2. There shall also be an executive committee of three or five, 
chosen by the school. The pastor and superintendent shall be mem- 
bers ew officio, and a majority shall be members of.the United Brethren 
Church at , whose duty it shall be to select and order a suitable 
amount of our own literature and helps for the school from time to 
time, and look after the general interests of the school. 

3. The executive committee shall, at least one week prior to the 
time of the annual election, nominate suitable persons, candidates 
for each of the various offices of the school; provided, that, on sta- 
tions, if desirable to the pastor, the election of the superintendent may 
be by the official board. 

4. All elections in schools shall be by ballot, only enrolled members 
over twelve years of age voting. 

5. The superintendent, when at all possible, shall be a member of 
the United Brethren Church, in good and regular standing. He, 
with the approval of the pastor, shall appoint the teachers. 

6. The pastor of the church shall preside at each anrlual election, 
whenever practicable, and the superintendent or pastor shall preside 
at all special elections. 





x 


Articte LY. 


Vacancies for unexpited terms shall be filled in the same manner 
and form as above provided for annual reorganization. 


SECTION V. 
Sabbath. Schools and the Missionary Work. 


Each of our Sunday schools is hereby constituted an auxiliary to 
the Branch missionary society within whose limits it is located; and 
the superintendent is expected to take a collection, at least once each 
quarter, for the cause of missions, and report the amount to the 
pastor. Any member of the Sunday school may become a life member 
of the auxiliary by the payment of three dollars, and shall be entitled 
to a certificate of life membership. 


Respectfully submitted, 


R. M. Zuox, Chairman. Rogpert Cowpen. 

S. C. CaLpwEtt. Isaac Hinporn. 

H. H. Four. J. S. Kenpatt. 

R. J. Wuire. J. L. Drury, Secretary. 
ALEX. ANDERSON, T..G. Spancurr. 


Joun Drury, of Iowa Conference. As a member of the committee 
I would add that it may save a little time to make two or three sug- 
gestions. First, under Section 5, on the last page, “Sabbath” should 
be changed and called “Sunday,” to make it correspond; and under 
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the same section, instead of “is expected to take the collection,” have 
it read, “to receive the offering.” This was suggested by Brother 
Cowden. : 

Tue Presipina Bisuor. Let me suggest that the tellers are here and 
the ballots will be reported. 


cal 


REPORT OF BOARD OF TELLERS FOR EDITOR OF THE TELESCOPE. 


Srorrerary Snyper. The ballot for editor of the Religious Telescope 
is as follows: 


fee Kephart. .-...<..-0-. 1769 POM. Camp... .3e8 7 ats 3 
Ieee Zeke. setenewstS Sy ca clove as ime) eel epi alii oliernesyepelemtens 2 
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Total vote, 245. Necessary to a choice, 123. 


Dr. I. L. Kephart was declared elected. 

Tur Presipina Bisnor. Prepare your ballots for associate editor of 
the Telescope. 

Tur Presipina Bisnor. I appoint as a substitute for Colonel Cow- 
den, who will want to hear the report on Sunday schools discussed, 
Brother A. Anderson, of Northern Illinois Conference, to serve on the - 
board of tellers. : 

Dr. Funk. I believe we ought to pass this report as it is, and any 
discussion of this is a waste of the Lord’s precious moments. 

The question was called for. 

Rev. S. W. Kuisrer, of Allegheny Conference. I doubt very much 
whether this report is any more correct than some others that have 
come before the Conference. I would like to make an amendment to 
at least one item of the report, or at least move to amend Article IIL, 
Section 3, on page 4, “the executive committee,” ete. I want to amend 
by saying: “The executive committee, in conjunction with the offi- 
cers and teachers of the school, shall, at least one week,” and so on, 
and strike out all after the third line or after the word “school” in the 
third line from the bottom, “provided that, on stations, if desirable to 
the pastor, the election of the superintendent may be by the official - 
board.” 


Seconded. 
Rev. 8. W. Keister. My reasons for this are that I hold as many 
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quarterly meetings as other leaders do where the quarterly conference 
or official board have been ndminating the Sunday-school superinten- 
dent, when possibly one-third or one-half of that official board never 
show themselves inside of that Sunday-school room, and it seems to 
me that the officers and teachers, in conjunction with the pastor and 
executive committee, in those schools, should have the right to make 
these nominations. 

T. G. Spaneier, of Eastern Pennsylvania Conference. I move to 
substitute by striking out the word “officers” after “the executive 
committee,” and leave the officers out of it. 

Rey. S. W. Keister. I should agree to that. Without that it is the 
executive committe and teachers. x 

Dr. Funk. I rise to a point of order. I think we have had a mo- 
tion to adopt this report, and I move that we adopt the report. 

Seconded. 

Rev. S. W. Keiser, of Allegheny Conference. Now, Mr. Chair- 
man, ls it necessary to renew this motion 2 

THe Presipine Bisuop. I presume not; it has been stated clearly. 

Rev. R. M. Zucx, of Upper Wabash Conference. We will accept 
that if he will allow us to change one word that is in the last line of 
Article ITI. Instead of having it “shall,” retain the word “may,” so 
.we will leave it open for the schools to adopt this plan or not. I want 
it left “may” instead of “shall.” 

Dr. L. S. Cornent, of Colorado Conference. I want to say a word. 
In striking out that last line, or amounting to about one line, I 
think that ought to be just as it is: There are often times when 
that clause is needed in the Discipline very much. I remember one 
case where the school was so involved with its internal organization 
that they were not able to elect a superintendent without danger of 
breaking up the school, and it was Just such a condition as this that 
saved that school. I hope that this will remain as it is, that the 
election of the superintendent may be by the official board. 

E. S. Nevupine, of Southeast Ohio Conference. I see there is no 
provision made for the election of superintendent for the Primary 


Department, and I would move an amendment in the third line of 
Article III. 


THE Presipinc BisHorp. You had better wait. 
Dr. A. C. Witmors, of White River Conference. We cannot hear 
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half that is said back here. I suggest that we send some of these 
delegates to a school of oratory or elocution or wake them up so 
we can hear them. We absolutely cannot vote intelligently. We 
want to hear what is said so we can vote intelligently. 

Rev. J. E. SHannon, of White River Conference. The understand- 
ing is that this committee shall be the executive committee and the 
Sunday-school teachers. 

Rev. S. W. Keister. I accept that. 

Rey. J. E. SHannon. I want to say I am heartily in favor of that 
because trouble has come from an election by a lot of little children. 
’ The Sunday-school teachers ought to be on this committee. 

Dr. R. J. Wuire, of Erie Conference. As a member of the com- 
mittee I am very glad to accept of this amendment with one excep- 
tion. I think we ought not to strike out that last clause, “if desirable, 
the pastor,” etc. “Provided that any stations, if desirable to the 
pastor, the election of the superintendent may be by the official 
board.” Now, in some sections they do this, and to introduce a new 
method at once would not be wise. The pastor may think it desir- 
able to pursue some other course, and, as a general superintendent of 
the Sunday-school work of his church, I think he should have that 
liberty. This does not make it obligatory; it simply leaves it as a 
possible method of procedure. 

Rev. S. W. Keister, of Allegheny Conference. If the second 
agrees, I shall withdraw that part of my amendment. 

_ The one seconding the motion agreed. 

H. J. Roop, of Eastern Pennsylvania Conference. I wish to call 
attention to Item 4, the age limit, and I wish to insert sixteen years 
instead of twelve. My reasons for it are these: I have seen it in 
my days that at the age of thirteen and twelve scholars were influ- 
enced by the teacher as to how they should vote, and some ill feeling 
has grown out of it. Now, I think if we set the age limit at. sixteen 
that will be done away with, and I, therefore, move to say sixteen 
instead of twelve. 

No second. 

A. H. Lavausaum, of Sandusky Conference. JI speak for the 
amendment. I am in favor of the amendment, and IT am in favor of 
the ‘adoption of this as a whole. If we as delegates all have our 
peculiar notions ventilated and enacted into law, we will stay here 
- for months. I think this is a model report, and, as a Sunday-school 
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worker, I do not see how we can better this. If we are all going to 
have our peculiar notions enacted into law we had better make pro- 
vision for a permanent boarding place. 

Joun L. Drury, of Iowa Conference. When this was up before 
the Conference before the word “generally” in Article III. was omit- 
ted, according to the report as the Secretary reported it. The word 
“generally” is to be stricken out, and now in Article VIl., dtemaky 
on the third page, please strike out the word “secretaries,” and insert 
“executive committee” instead of “secretary.” Still one other sug- 
gestion which comes from Brother Cowden after the report was pre- 
sented to Conference before. Under Section 5, third line, last page, 
instead of “expect to take a collection” have it read, “is expected to 
receive an offering.” 

Rev. H. C. Suarrer, of Oregon Conference. In Article III., page 
~l, it seems to me it would be wise to make the change from “secretary 
or secretaries” of the Missionary Society, and have it read “secretary 
of the Missionary Societies,” and I so move. 

Seconded. 

This was agreed to. 

Rev. L. W. Srauu, of Allegheny Conference. I want to call atten- 
tion to one matter that was objectionable this morning in other re- 
ports. This report says that members present at any meeting shall 
constitute a quorum. You said this morning that that was a very 
dangerous thing, that two members would transact business, and [ 
think that this ought to harmonize with the other provision and say 
that a majority of the Board constitutes a quorum, and I so move. 

Voices. Agreed. 

E. S. Neuprne, of Southeast Ohio Conference. As stated a few 
moments ago, no provision is made for primary superintendent, and 
I think every school should have a primary superintendent elected 
by this sanie board, and I move to amend in Section 4, Article Tee 
on the last page in Division 1, in the third line, following “chorister 
and organist,” “a superintendent of primary department.” 

Voices. Agreed. 

CoLoneL Cowben. I am not agreed to that. My reason for object- 
ing is that the superintendent of the primary department should be 
appointed by the superintendent. > 

The motion of Brother Neuding was lost. ; 

Dr. M. R. Drury, of Iowa Conference. I want to make a sugges-’ 
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tion that will be very reasonable, I think, on the very face ue, ms 
The very first line of Chapter XV., Sunday Schools, “for the benefit 
of the rising generation,” I want to change that, “in order to secure 
a general and systematic study of the Bible and upbuilding of the 
ehurch of Christ,” ete. 

This was agreed to. 

Rev. R. M. Zvox, of Upper Wabash Conference. It was not the 
intention of the committee to not recognize the Young People’s Chris- 
tian Union, and I should like, on behalf of the committee, to add on 
first page, Article III., “Members and Officers,” I should like to add 
after “Publishing House,” “the president of the YP Ou 

This was agreed to. 

Rev. S. S. Houcn. I was out part of the time. It may be that 
the phrase that I am after has been corrected. It is Article IL., 
“object” (first page), the last clause, where it says, “object of this 
board shall be to promote the multiplication, the growth, and effi- 
ciency of the Sunday school in connection with our Church and else- 
where for the glory of God and the saving and blessing of mankind.” 
That is too general. I think it should be “for the study of the Word 
of God and the saving and blessing of mankind,” and I so move. 

It. was adopted. 

The report of the Committee on Sunday Schools as amended was 
then adopted. 


REPORT OF BOARD OF TELLERS FOR ASSOCIATE EDITOR OF TELESCOPE, 


At this point the report of the tellers to count the ballots for asso- 
ciate editor of the Religious Telescope was read by the Secretary as 
follows: 


Ballots cast, 244; necessary to a choice, 123. 
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Dr. J. M. Phillippi was elected. 
Tur Presipinc Bishop. You will prepare your ballots for editor 
of the Watchword. 
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Rev. J. W. Litty, of Sandusky Conference. I move that the rules 
be suspended and Brother Shupe be elected by acclamation. 

Seconded. 

Rev. S. W. Kerster, of Allegheny Conference. I think this is a 
bad precedent. 

Tue Presiwine Bisuop. I think you had better go ahead with your 
ballots. 

Dr. Funr. I was anxious to have somebody in misery with me. 

The ballot proceeded. 

J. L. Drury, of Iowa Conference. I move that the Conference 
consider the report of Committee No. 14, on Ministry of the Church. 

The motion was adopted. 

Assistant Secretary Schaeffer read the report of the committee. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH. 


We, your Committee on Ministry of the Church, beg leave to re- 
port as follows: 

Page 49, paragraph 3. Licentiates. Add to the paragraph the fol- 
lowing words; namely, “And authorized to administer the ordinances.” 

Itinerants. Paragraph 4, Item 2, add, “Having served for twenty 
or more years, shall receive such salary as may be determined by their 
respective annual conferences from year to year.” 

Page 49, paragraph 7. Evangelists. Substitute: “No preacher 
shall be recognized as an evangelist unless he is so authorized by vote 
of the annual conference to which he belongs, or by the General 
Board of Home Missions. He shall report his work annually to the 
conference or Board of Missions.” 

Duties of presiding elders, page 52. In place of paragraphs 4 and 
6, substitute the following, numbered 4: “The duties of a presiding 
elder are: To superintend the district appointed him, to preach as 
often as practicable, to give special attention to evangelistic work, 
home missions, church erection, and education. It shall also be his 
duty to make strict inquiry whether each pastor has received the 
amount of salary due him, and in case of a deficiency, to make an 
earnest effort to secure the amount due, and to have all the assess- 
ments paid in full on his district.” 

Page 52, paragraph 7. Substitute the following: “The presiding 
elder shall earnestly endeavor to arouse the membership to a minimum 
salary of five hundred dollars on each charge, and shall suggest the 
most practicable means for securing the same.” 

Page 52, paragraph 5. Fourth line, after the word “house,” insert, 
“or arrange for them.” ‘ 

Page 57, Section 10. Marriage. Who may solemnize. Substitute: 

Item 1. All ordained ministers. 

Item 2. All annual conference ministers. 
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Item 3. All quarterly conference ministers, while under appoint- 
ment as pastor, where the law of the State makes it the privilege of _ 
every regularly licensed minister to solemnize marriages, are hereby 
authorized. But none having quarterly conference license only are 
permitted to do so, except as above provided. 

Page 58, Section 11. Preachers, duties in general. Paragraph 1, 
second line, for the words “form classes,” substitute the words “or- 
ganize churches.” 

Directions to preachers, page 58, paragraph 2, substitute the fol- 
lowing, namely: 

Item 1. Be diligent. Never trifle away your time. Always be 
serious. Let your motto be, “Holiness unto the Lord.” Avoid all 
vain conversation. Conduct yourselves prudently, and demean your- 
selves in all respects as a true Christian. Be at all times averse to 
crediting evil reports. Believe evil of no one without good evidence. 
Put the best construction on everything. 


PRELUDE. 
1 
There shall be organized and maintained by the General Conference 
a society for the relief of superannuated, worn-out, and afflicted min- 
isters of the gospel and their wives and children, of the Church of the 
United Brethren in Christ. 
NAME. 


Il. 


This Society shall be called the Preachers’ Aid Society of the 
Church of the United Brethren in Christ. : 


OFFICERS. 


I. 

The officers of this Society shall consist of five Directors, three 
ministers and two laymen; a Secretary and Treasurer, the Directors 
and Secretary to be elected by the General Conference. These officers 
and directors shall constitute a Board of Managers, who shall meet 
immediately after their election and organize by electing a President 
and Vice-President. The Corresponding Secretary shall be Recording 
Secretary of the Board. 

DUTIES OF OFFICERS. 
IV. 

The President shall preside at all meetings of the Board and shall 
have power, in conjunction with the Secretary and two Directors, to 
call special meetings. In the absence of the President, the Vice-_ 
President shall preside. 


v. 
The Corresponding Secretary shall keep a record of the proceedings 
of the Board, conduct its correspondence, and devote himself to the 
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work of securing funds and attending to the interests of the Society, 
as the Board may direct. He shall publish annual and quadrennial 
reports of the work of the Society. The General Conference shall fix 
the salary of the Secretary. 

VI. , 

The Board of Managers shall hold annual meetings. They shall 
appoint an executive committee of its own number, make by-laws to 
regulate its business, not in conflict with the Discipline, appropriate 
money for incidental expenses, and to aid those entitled to the same. 


Vil. 


It shall be the duty of the Board of Managers, in case of vacancy 
in the office of Secretary, to appoint his successor, who shall serve 
until the following General Conference. 


AUXILIARY BOARD. 
Vill. 


Each annual conference shall appoint an Auxiliary Board of Direc- 
tors, through which all applications for aid shall be made. The 
Auxiliary Board shall examine earefully each application for aid and 
certify the same to the Secretary of the Parent Board, together with 
the degree of disability, age, ete. ; whether male, female, or child. 


FUNDS—HOW SECURED. 
IX. 

Each annual conference shall make a judicious apportionment for 
the benefit of this fund, half of which shall be retained by the con- 
ference for its use, the other half to be paid to the General Board. 
One-half of the dividends coming from the Publishing House to each 
conference shall be paid to the General Board. 

All annual conference ministers shall pay to this fund the sum of 
one dollar per year, and all making these payments shall be entitled 
to the benefits of the same, as hereafter provided. 


a. 


The Treasurer shall receipt for all money sent him by the several 
annual-conference treasurers, and from all other sources. The General 
~ Church Treasurer shall be the treasurer of this fund. 


QUALIFICATIONS OF APPLICANTS. 
XI. 

Any person receiving aid under this rule must be a minister of the 
gospel in good standing in the Church of the United Brethren in 
Christ, and engaged In active pastoral work not less than five years, 
except in the case of widows and children, and at the time of appli- 
cation under this rule, must be in part or in whole disabled from the 
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performance of ministerial work, by sickness, old age, or other una- 
voidable circumstances. 


WIDOWS. 
XI. 


Widows receiving aid under this rule, must show that they are the 
widows of ministers of the gospel of the Church of the United Breth- 
ren in Christ, in good standing in the church of Christ. Children 
must be under the age of sixteen years, and dependent upon the 
widowed mother or themselves for support and education. 


DISTRIBUTION. 
xiii. 


All applications shall be forwarded by the conference Auxiliary 
Board to the General Secretary at Dayton, Ohio, and by him filed in 
the order of receipt. 

XIV. 


The Secretary shall fix a day in each month for the examination of 
all claims on file and continue until all are examined. He shall notify 
the Executive Committee of the time and place of meeting. The day 
of the month should be the same as nearly as may be from month to 
month. 

XV. 


The secretary shall forward by check all allowances, each month, 
to those receiving aid, and notify all claimants whose applications 
have been disallowed. The secretary shall also furnish proper blanks 
for application to each conference board. 

The amount recommended by the General Board shall be provided 
by an equitable assessment among the various annual conferences of 
the Church. 

Nothing in this organization shall interfere with any of the benevo- 
lent societies or local arrangements for superannuated ministers, 
widows, and children, or with the funds of any conference, or any 
bequests made to any conference or any local benevolent society. 


J. Stmmons, Chairman, 

L. W. Stau, 

EK. W. Curtis, 

W. D. Hernpon, 

Exmer Mater, 

S. M. Love, 

J. M. MumMa, 

D. P. Baker, 

A. W. ARrrFrorp, 

W. R. Loyp, 

A. Orr, Secretary, 
Committee. 
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Dr. W. E. Scuety, of East Nebraska Conference. I move you that 
we adopt the report item by item. 

It was so ordered. 

THE Presipine Bisnop. I believe the tellers are ready to report on 
the election of the editor of the Watchword. 


REPORT OF THE BOARD OF TELLERS ON EDITOR OF WATCHWORD. 


Secretary Snyper. The following is the report of the tellers on 
the ballot cast for editor of the Watchword: 
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Votes cast, 248; necessary to a choice, 125. 

Dr. H. F. Shupe was elected. 

THe Preswinc Bisuop. You will prepare your ballots for editor 
of the United Brethren Review. 

Rev. I. Bennenorr, of Erie Conference. I move you that the edi- 
torship of the Review be referred to the editors of the Religious Tele- 
Scope. 

Votces. No; no. 

. THE Presipinc Bisnor. There is no second. 

The motion was seconded. 

Rev. F. H. Nurr, of Oregon Conference. I rise to a point of or- 
der. Are we not now taking the ballot? Then this is out of order. 

THe Presipinc Bisoop. The point of order is well taken. 

Dr. Funk. Can we distribute about half a dozen reports ? 

THE Presipine Bisnor. I suppose they ought to go out. What 
are they ? 

The printed reports of the Committee on Itinerancy and the Com- 
mittee on Union Biblical Seminary were distributed. 

Dr. Funk. Mr. Chairman, I learn from the Committee on Sal- 
aries that no provision has been made for salary of editor of the 
Review or the Secretary of Home and Foreign Missionary Societies. 
I move you, therefore, that this report be referred back to the com- 
mittee. 

It was referred back to the committee. 
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The report of the Committee on Parsonages, Church Houses, ete., 
was distributed. 

The ballots were collected for the election of the editor of the 
Umted Brethren Review, and the tellers retired to count the vote. 

Tue Presiping BisHop. We will now hear the report on Ministry 
of the Church read item by item. 

Assistant Secretary Schaeffer read as follows: 


We, your Committee on Ministry of the Church, beg leave to re- 
port as follows: 

Page 49, paragraph 3. Licentiates. Add to the paragraph the fol- 
lowing words; namely, “And authorized to administer the ordinances.” 


Rey. M. J. Mumma, of Eastern Pennsylvania Conference. J wish 
to offer an amendment here in reference to a matter that was over- 
looked by myself as a member of the committee. I want to propose 
to take out from the committee’s report the words, “and authorized. 
to administer the ordinances,” leaving that paragraph just as it 
stands now in the Discipline, and inserting on page 46 in the Disci- 
pline, immediately after Question 13, the following paragraph: 
“TWpon a satisfactory examination, the applicant may be ordained as 
‘a licentiate and authorized to administer the sacraments of the 
Church, when engaged in the active ministry.” 

Seconded. 

Rey. M. J. Mumma. My reasons for the proposed amendment are 
these: First, in our section of the country a minister cannot receive 
various favors from the railroad company unless he is ordained—he 
must be ordained. We have a number of licentiates that are serv- 
ing charges; they cannot enjoy traveling favors, because not ordained. 
The other reason is that these ministers on certain charges, even 
though they are licentiates, oftentimes find themselves in position 
that it is necessary for them to administer-the sacrament, and often 
many of them are conscientious in that, because it is not according 
to the Discipline, and this will permit that. These are the reasons 
for the proposed change. 

This amendment was adopted. 

Assistant Secretary Schaeffer read the next item as follows: 


Ttinerants. Paragraph 4, Item 2, add, “Having served for twenty 


or more years, shall receive such salary as may be determined by their 
respective annual conferences from year to year.” 
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Dr. A. C. Wizmore, of White River Conference. I move that we 
strike out the word “salary,” and*insert the word “benefits” instead 
of salary, and then it will read: “Add, Having served for twenty or 
more years shall receive such benefits as may be determined by their 
respective annual conferences from year to year.” 

Voices. No, no. 

Tue Presipine BisHop. I hear no second. 

Seconded. 

Voices. Agreed. Agreed. 

Rev. J. Simons, of St. Joseph Conference. I do not think we want 
to agree to that. It seems to me there is no better word to put in 
here than the word “salary.” That is really what the committee 
thought, and when a brother has served twenty years or more in the 
work of the ministry, and has reached that period of life where he 
is unable to continue the work, that he ought to be superannuated 
and put on a salary from year to year as your annual conferences 
‘might be able to do. This is the thought of the committee, and it 
seems to me it is right in place. 

Dr. A. C. Witmore. I wish to state this—that the term salary does 
not apply to superannuated men in any case. It is appropriate for 
aman engaged in active work, but»when he is retired it is not called 
salary; it is called a pension, or a benefit or a claim. In other 
churches, where they have a provision for superannuated preachers, 
it is called a claim—in some cases, a pension. Take the boards of 
police of the cities; they have the same term as this—pension, or 
something of the kind, but never salary. Salary implies what a man 
receives for active work. 

Rey. Gzorce P. Horr. I rise to a point of order. He is not speak- 
ing on a motion before the house. : 

Dr. M. R. Drury. I would like to substitute the word “aid” 
instead of “benefit.” 

Dr. A. C. Witmorg. I will accept that. 

This was agreed to and adopted. 

Secretary Snyper. I have the report of the ballot on the editor 
of the United Brethren Review. 
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. 


REPORT OF THE BOARD OF TELLERS FOR EDITOR OF THE UNITED BRETHREN 
REVIEW. 


Votes east, 232; necessary to a choice, 117. 
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Dr. H. A. Thompson was elected. 

Tur Presipine BisHor. You will now proceed to ballot for editor 
of our Sunday-school literature. How will you do that, both at once, 
or one at a time? 

Voices. One at a time. 

Tur Presipine Bisnor. You will now prepare your ballots for edi- 
tor of our Sunday-school literature. 

The printed reports of the following committees were distributed: 
Committee on Judiciary, supplemental report of the Committee on 
Superintendency as to Bishops’ Council, Committee on State of the 
Church, Committee on Moral Reform. 

The ballots for election of the editor of the Sunday-school liter- 
ature were collected, and the tellers retired to make the count. 

Dr. Funk. I move you that the rules be suspended, and! the bal- 
lots for Church Trustees and Board of Edueation be also taken. 

This was adopted. 

Tur Presiping Bisnop. You will hear the report of the tellers 
respecting the editor of the Sunday-school literature. 

GporeETARY SNypER. The following is the ballot cast for editor of 
Sunday-school literature: 


REPORT OF THE BOARD OF TELLERS FOR EDITOR OF SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
LITERATURE, 


Ballots cast, 226; necessary to a choice, 114. 
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Dr. H. H. Fout was elected. 

Tue Presipine BisHop. Prepare your ballots for associate editor 
of the Sunday-school literature. 

Rev. C. A. Tuorn, of Northern Illinois Conference. Is it under- 
stood that Dr. Thompson is now only editor of the Review, with no 
other work, or is he to be also assistant editor of the Sunday-school 
literature ? 

THE Presipinc Bisuop. You are balloting now for the assistant 
editor of Sunday-school literature. Dr. Thompson was not elected 
by the General Conference before, but by the Publishing House 
Board afterward. The Board employed him to do part of the work 
on the literature of the Sunday school. 

Dr. Funx. I move you that we appoint three tellers for these elec- 
tions, for the ballot just being cast for Board of Church Trustees. 

Seconded. 

S. F. Huser. I move to amend by saying six. 

Dr. Funx. I will accept that. 

Tue Preswpine Bistor. T will appoint Brothers S. F. Huber of 
Chambersburg, E. 8. Neuding of Southeast Ohio Conference, F. H. 
Neff of Oregon Conference, W. F. Cronk of Des Moines Conference, 
John Drury of Iowa Conference, and W. L. Hinshaw of Arkansas 
Valley Conference. The tellers will please gather up the ballots. 

The ballots for the Board of Church Trustees were collected, and 
the tellers retired to make the count. 

THe Presipine Bisuopr. I will announce the board of tellers for 
the ballot for Board of Education, as follows: CO. W. Recard of East 
Ohio Conference, J. CO. Myers of Miami, J. B. Connett of Lower 
Wabash, J. A. Bell of Virginia, John Hulitt of Southeast Ohio, and 
John Shambaugh of Des Moines Conference will serve as Tellers 
to count these votes. They will collect the ballots, retire, and count 
them, 

At this point the printed reports of Committees on Church Mem- 
bership and Church Erection were distributed. 

Secretary Snyper. I have the ballot for associate editor of Sun- 
day-school literature: 
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REPORT OF THE BOARD OF TELLERS FOR ASSOCIATE EDITOR OF SUNDAY- 
SCHOOL LITERATURE. 


Total vote cast, 233; necessary to a choice, 117. 
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There was no election. 

Tur Preswine Bisnor. You will prepare your ballots again for 
associate editor of the Sunday-school literature. 

Dr. W. E. Scuett, of East Nebraska Conference. I would like to ~ 
know if the editor of the Review cannot also act as associate editor 
of the Sunday-school literature. 

Tur Presiinc Bisuor. That matter was settled by the Conference 
before this, when the report was adopted. Proceed. 

The tellers collected the ballots and retired to make the count. 

Dr. Func. I move you that we waive the rules and proceed with 
the election of the Foreign and Home Missionary Secretaries. 

It was adopted. 

THe Presiping Bisnor. You will prepare your ballots for Secre- 
tary of the Foreign Missionary Society. : 

Rev. J. §. Kenpatu, of East Ohio Conference. I move you that 
we do now adjourn. 

Seconded. 

The motion to adjourn was lost. 

Dr. H. H. Four. We would like to know where we are. What 
we are voting for. 

THe Presipinc Bisnop. You are voting for the Secretary of the 
Foreign Missionary Society. 

The ballots were collected by the tellers, and they retired to pro- 
ceed with the count. 

SrorETaRY SNypER. The second ballot for assistant editor of the 
Sunday-school literature is as follows: 
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' REPORT OF THE BOARD OF TELLERS FOR ASSOCIATE EDITOR OF SUNDAY- 
SCHOOL, LITERATURE. 


Total vote, 223; necessary to a choice, 114. 
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Dr. W. O. Fries was elected. 

THe Presiping BisHor. You will prepare your ballots for Home 
Missionary Secretary. 

Rev. 8. L. Topp. I voted for Missionary Secretary. It was not 
made clear that there were to be two secretaries. With the under- 
standing that one man can do the work, I therefore move to recon- 
sider the action. 

THE Presipinc BisHop. You have already balloted for the Foreign 
Missionary Secretaryship. 

Rev. J. I. L. Resster. It seems to me we ought to hear with ref- 
erence to the result as to the Foreign Missionary Secretary before 
we vote for the Home Missionary Secretary. I move it be deferred 
until we hear the report of the tellers of the Foreign Missionary 
Secretary election. 

Voices. Agreed. 

Rey. L. L. Scuoonover, of Indiana Conference. We do not know 
what youhave agreed to. Please state what was agreed to. 

THe Presipine Bisuor. To defer the election of the Home Mis- 
sionary Secretary until we hear from the tellers respecting the For- 
eign Missionary Secretary. 

Tue Presipine Bishop. We will now take up the report on Minis- 
try of the Church. Item 2 is under consideration, I believe. 

Rev. Grorce P. Horr. I move that we do now adjourn. 

Seconded. 

Tue Preswing Brsuop., As many as favor the motion, show the 
hand. Those opposed, like sign. You do not adjourn. 

Assistant Secretary Schaeffer read as follows: 


Page 49, paragraph 7. Evangelists. Substitute the following: “No ~ 
preacher shall be recognized as an evangelist unless he is so authorized 
by vote of the annual conference to which he belongs, or by the Gen- 
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eral Board of Home Missions. He shall report his work annually to 
the conference or Board of Missions.” 

Duties of presiding elders, page 52. In place of paragraphs 4 and 
6, substitute the following, numbered 4: “The duties of a presiding 
elder are: To superintend the district appointed him, to preach as 
often as practicable, to give special attention to evangelistic work, 
home missions, church erection, and education. It shall also be his 
duty to make strict inquiry whether each pastor has received the 
amount of salary due him, and in ease of a deficiency, to make an 
earnest effort to secure the amount due, and to have all the assess- 
ments paid in full on his district.” 

Page 52, paragraph 7. Substitute the following: “The presiding 
elder shall earnestly endeavor to arouse the membership to a minimum 
salary of five hundred dollars on each charge, and shall suggest the 
most practicable means for securing the same.” 


Rey. W. H. Wasuincer, of Pennsylvania Conference. I move that 
we add, in the second line, after the word “dollars,” “and parsonage.” 
It will then read, “The presiding elder shall earnestly endeavor to 
arouse the membership to a minimum salary of five hundred dollars 
and parsonage on each charge, and shall suggest the most practicable 
means for securing the same.” 

This was agreed to. 

Assistant Secretary Schaeffer then read as follows: 


Page 52, paragraph 5. Fourth line, after the word “house,” insert, 
“or arrange for them.” 

Page 57, Section 10. Marriage. Who may solemnize. Substitute: 

Item 1. All ordained ministers. 

Item 2. All annual conference ministers. 
~ Item 3. All quarterly conference ministers, while under appoint- 
ment as pastor, where the law of the State makes it the privilege of 
every regularly licensed minister to solemnize marriages, are hereby 
authorized. But none having quarterly conference license only are 
permitted to do so, except as above provided. 


Dr. D. R. Minter. Item 3 of this section I think should be amended, 
and therefore I move to amend by striking out Sub-item 3, which is 
in Section 10, all of the first line, and in the second line to the word 
“where,” which will strike out the matter pertaining to the right of 
quarterly-conference preachers to solemnize marriages. 

Seconded. 

Dr. D. R. Minter. Be it known that we have an arrangement in 
our Discipline for the licensing of quarterly-conference preachers, to 
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be renewed annually, and if you adopt this the individual solemnizing 
marriages must be recorded in the county records as a regular minis- 
ter, and he cannot be until he is authorized from year to year by a 
license. I therefore move to strike this out. 

Rey. C. A. THorn, of Northern Illinois Conference. I move to 
strike out all of Item 38. 

Seconded. 

' This amendment to strike out all of Item 3 prevailed. 

Tue Presipine BisHop. The regular order is called for. 


REPORT OF BOARD OF TELLERS FOR FOREIGN MISSIONARY SECRETARY. 


SECRETARY Snyper. We haye a report of the ballot for F oreign 
Missionary Secretary: 


Votes cast, 241. Necessary to a choice, 121. 
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Rev. S. S. Hough was elected. 

Dr. Funk. I hope we can cast the ballot now for Home Missionary 
Secretary. 

Voices. Agreed. 

Tue Presipine Bisuor. You will now prepare your ballots for Home 
Missionary Secretary. 

Rev. 8. L. Topp, of Indiana Conference. A question of privilege. 
Can the secretary for the Foreign also serve as the Home Secretary ? 

THE Presiping Bisuop. The report of the Committee on Missions 
has arranged for two secretaries. The board of tellers will take up 
the ballots for Home Missionary Secretary, retire, and count them. 

Consideration of the report on ministry of the Church was then re- 
sumed. 

Assistant Secretary Schaeffer read as follows: 


Page 58, Section 11. Preachers, duties in general. Paragraph 1, 
second line, for the words “form classes,” substitute the words “or-. 
ganize churches.” 


Directions to preachers, page 58, paragraph 2, substitute the fol- 
lowing, namely: 
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Item 1. Be diligent. Never trifle away your time. Always be 
serious. Let your motto be, “Holiness unto the Lord.” Avoid all 
vain conversation. Conduct yourselves prudently, and demean your- 
selves in all respects as a true Christian. Be at all times averse to 
crediting evil reports. Believe evil of no one without good evidence. 
Put the best construction on everything. 


Dr. R. J. Wurre, of Erie Conference. I move you that the rest of 
the report, which reads as follows, be stricken out: 


PRELUDE. 
I. 
There shall be organized and maintained by the General Conference 
a society for the relief of superannuated, worn-out, and afflicted min- 
isters of the gospel and their wives and children, of the Church of the 
United Brethren in Christ. 
NAME. 
I. 
This Society shall be called the Preachers’ Aid Society of the 
Church of the United Brethren in Christ. 


OFFICERS. 
Il. 

The officers of this Society shall consist of five Directors, three 
ministers and two laymen; a Secretary and Treasurer, the Directors 
and Secretary to be elected by the General Conference. These officers 
and directors shall constitute a Board of Managers, who shall meet 
immediately after their election and organize by electing a President 
and Vice-President. ‘The Corresponding Secretary shall be Recording 
Secretary of the Board. 


DUTIES OF OFFICERS. 
IV. 

The President shall preside at all meetings of the Board and shall 
have power, in conjunction with the Secretary and two Directors, to 
call special meetings. In the absence of the President, the Vice- 
President shall preside. 

v. 

The Corresponding Secretary shall keep a record of the proceedings 
of the Board, conduct its correspondence, and devote himself to the 
work of securing funds and attending to the interests of the Socicty, 
as the Board way direct. He shall publish annual and quadrennial 
reports of the work of the Society. The General Conference shall fix 
the salary of the Secretary. 
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The Board of Managers shall hold annual meetings. They shall 
appoint an executive committee of its own number, make by-laws to 
regulate its business, not in conflict with the Discipline, appropriate 
money for incidental expenses, and to aid those entitled to the same. 


VII. 


It shall be the duty of the Board of Managers, in case of vacancy 
in the office of Secretary, to appoint his successor, who shall serve 
until the following General Conference. 


AUXILIARY BOARD. 


Vill. 


Each annual conference shall appoint an Auxiliary Board of Direc- 
tors, through which all applications for aid ‘shall be made. The 
Auxiliary Board shall examine carefully each application for aid and 
certify the same to the Secretary of the Parent Board, together with 
the degree of disability, age, etc.; whether male, female, or child. 


FUNDS—HOW SECURED. 
IX. 


Each annual conference shall make a judicious apportionment for 
the benefit of this fund, half of which shall be retained by the con- 
ference for its use, the other half to be paid to the General Board. 
One-half of the dividends coming from the Publishing House to each 
conference shall be paid to the General Board. 

All annual conference ministers shall pay to this fund the sum of 
one dollar per year, and all making these payments shall be entitled 
to the benefits of the same, as hereafter provided. 


Xe 
The Treasurer shall receipt for all money sent him by the several 


annual-conference treasurers, and from all other sources. The General 
Church Treasurer shall be the treasurer of this fund. 


QUALIFICATIONS OF APPLICANTS. 
xa 
Any person receiving aid under this rule must be a minister of the 
gospel in good standing in the Church of the United Brethren in 
Christ, and engaged in active pastoral work not less than five years, 
except in the case of widows and children, and at the time of appli- 
cation under this rule, must be in part or in whole disabled from the 


performance of ministerial work, by sickness, old age, or other una- 
voidable circumstances. 
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WIDOWS. 
XII. 
Widows receiving aid under this rule, must show that they are the 
widows of ministers of the gospel of the Church of the United Breth- 
ren in Christ, in good standing in the church of Christ. Children 
must be under the age of sixteen years, and dependent upon the 
widowed mother or themselves for support and education. 


DISTRIBUTION. 
XIII. 

All applications shall be forwarded by the conference Auxiliary 
Board to the General Secretary at Dayton, Ohio, and by him filed in 
the order of receipt. ; 

XIV. 

The Secretary shall fix a day in each month for the examination of 
all claims on file and continue until all are examined. He shall notify 
the Executive Committee of the time and place of meeting. The day 
of the month should be the same as nearly as may be from month to 


month. 
XV. 


The secretary shall forward by check all allowances, each month, 
to those receiving aid, and notify all claimants whose applications 
have been disallowed. The secretary shall also furnish proper blanks 
for application to each conference board. 

The amount recommended by the General Board shall be provided 
by an equitable assessment among the various annual conferences of 
the Church. 

Nothing in this organization shall interfere with any of the benevo- 
lent societies or local arrangements for superannuated ministers, 
widows, and children, or with the funds of any conference, or any 
bequests made to any conference or any local benevolent. society. 


Dr. R. J. Wuire. This part of the report contemplates a reorgan- 
izing of the preachers’ aid work, and, it seems to me, brethren, that we 
are not prepared for this Preachers’ Aid Society as a general organi- 
zation. You will notice in the first place that it provides for the 
election of a general secretary, who shall devote his entire time to 
the raising of money for this specific purpose. It does seem to me 
that this is unnecessary. We preachers are certainly interested in the 
culmination of this event, and should as faithfully and earnestly work 
for the accomplishment of the end as any paid secretary would, and 
it does not seem to me that we are prepared for this. We have all the 
general superintendency on these matters that the Church at the 
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present time will endure. And another thing, in dividing the funds 
of the Publishing House, one;half goes to this society and one-half 
to the conference, thus creating a fund, so that out of this the super- 
annuated ministers from the different conferences would be paid. 
It does seem to me that it would create a bad feeling between con- 
ferences. If one conference should receive more than its adequate 
proportion of this fund, there would be difficulty, and each conference 
can manage this matter more economically and more equitably and 
justly, because we know more thoroughly the individuals who are to 
receive aid than any general board could. 

Rev. A. Orr, of Southeast Ohio Conference. I move that we do now 
adjourn. 

Seconded. 

The motion to adjourn did not prevail. 

Bisnor Maturews. Will you bear me a word? Next to evangelism, 
may I say, next to education, next to all these great interests, we are 
confronting one of the most precious interests connected with the 
itinerancy. No matter if only a few persons represent it, I stand for 
this movement. I do not multiply words, but if you do not inaugurate 
it now, for it is right, I pray that God’s blessing may come down upon 
us and the Holy Spirit may pour down upon us the necessity of look- 
ing after the worn-out ministers of the Church and their widows and 
children. I am, for one, glad to champion such a measure. . 

Rev. H. R. Hess, of West Virginia. Conference. I know we can 
create a great deal of sentiment on this very matter, because it is 
a matter that pertains to the interest of the preacher who has given 
his life, and ‘speeches could be made here for a whole day on this 
matter with great sympathy; but I am sure of this, that in West 
Virginia Conference we have a Preachers’ Aid fund already, and we 
do not spend a cent in gathering it in or paying it out. We have 
several thousand dollars there as a Preachers’ Aid fund, and we 
are not going to give it up, and neither do we feel like sending out 
what little we raise there to pay: some person for keeping account 
of all that. At this time we are not ready for this measure. We 
are already provided, and we are gathering just as much money in 
this way as if we sent out a secretary. We have half a dozen now 
to go out over the conferences. I believe we should not try to create 
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too much sentiment. We are providing comforts in our own confer- 
ences, I am sure of that. 

Rey. J. Smions, of St. Joseph Conference. Mr. Chairman, I would 
like to say in behalf of the committee that the paper of Dr. George 
Miller was referred to the committee. Our first thought was not to 
give it very much consideration; but after reading it over carefully 
and investigating it, we made some changes in the paper, and the 
thought was that there is a place for a Preachers’ Aid Society as 
wide as the Church is, and includes all itinerants and their widows 
and children. J am sure that if we are candid enough and patient 
enough, and think of this matter as we ought, we will not vote this 
down; we will not strike it out. There may be some features in this 
report that ought to be stricken out. If we do not want to have a 
general secretary, if we do not want to pay a man in the field, why, 
we can strike that out of it. But I think we ought to leave this con- 
stitution, unless it is amended somewhat, and let us have an organ- 
ization. I am sure that there are men in this Church that will put 
hundreds of dollars into it. With the proper effort in this way, we 
will have thousands of dollars from which we will draw that will 
be a support to the worn-out ministers, who ought to be retired, who 
ought to have a comfortable home, and who ought not to be asked 
to go out as presiding elders, ought not to be asked to go out in the 
field; but when they are superannuated, they ought to be supplied 
with a sufficient amount that they can sit in their homes and do 
what work they*can conveniently. I think that the time has come 
that Bishop Mathews has so earnestly pleaded for, and that we ought 
to consider this matter, and not vote to strike it out. Carefully con- 
sider it and amend it, if it needs amendment, but let us have a gen- 
eral organization. There are some conferences that are weak, and 
the strong ought to help the weak. This is according to the Serip- 
tures. 

Rev. A. Ricney, of Illinois Conference. I rise to a point of order. 
The brother has spoken over three minutes. 

Tur Presipinc Bisnop. The point of order is well taken. 

Dr. A. C. Witmore, of White River Conference. I am in favor 
of this in some respects. In other respects it is ambiguous. If we 
are to have a constitution for this purpose, we ought to have a correct 
one; it is a preachers’ aid constitution, and possibly a sort of benefit 
constitution. Now, you take one clause over here in the eighth 
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article, where it says, “All annual-conference ministers shall pay to this 
fund the sum of one dollar per year, and all making these payments 
shall be entitled to the benefits of the same.” Now, this is contrary 
to our Discipline, taking the profits of the printing establishment. 
We take away from him his rights according to the Discipline which 
we have, which has been in the Discipline for years, and which has 
already been passed upon by this General Conference, and it will not 
harmonize with the legislation idea. I have studied the matter of 
preachers’ aid in White River Conference, and we have a plan 
much better than this one, and it is in harmony with the rules of the 
Discipline. I think we ought to change this properly or strike it out. 

Rev. W. H. Wasuincer. If we adopt this, will it interfere with 
our societies in the different. conferences, and with the funds? 

Voices. No; no. 

Rev. J. Stwons. Let the Secretary read the last item. 

Rev. W. H. Wasuincer. We have about sixteen thousand dollars 
in our fund, and this will go to all those who have paid five dollars 
for each year of active service, they receiving five times the num- 
ber of years; if they put six years, they will receive $150, and we 
hope to go and say ten times or three hundred, or ten times twenty, 
two hundred dollars, whichever it may be. 

The assistant secretary then read the last item of the report. 

Dr. W. E. Scuety. I favor the amendment to strike out as moved 
by the member from Erie Conference, 

Tue Presipine Bisuor. All in favor of striking out will raise the 
hand. All opposed, like sign, 

The portion was stricken out. 

THe Presipine Bisuop. The report of the tellers is here on Home 
Missionary Secretary. 


. 


REPORT OF THE BOARD OF’ TELLERS FOR HOME MISSIONARY SECRETARY. 


Secretary Snyper. The following is the ballot cast for Secretary 
of Home Missionary Society. 


Ballots cast, 238; necessary to choice, 120. 


Cy Wiki tia ey S eiescutat emer 58 Hoo We Trueblood:nn.c cs sah 
Ps Rosselotacotmss se eee Oenp mene ee eee 5 
Ge Miller. 2 0 sas iso eapiletnar oe een eel PTL Toni ne eens 4, 
J. P. Shannon. <i ese cs 20 ct Gu Nac i ae suet ade 4 
Ay Ts Howard “eee ene 8, Si On oBurtnereso0. 0s oe 3 
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A View of the Conference on the North Side of the Hall 





A View from the Southwest Corner 
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A. M. Cummins CSMUMEA Oates (cite VWLTCE sitects sth oe a ctecd Bhan 
ds [RA Tea a ee eae ye Wilkes J Obed ern tae Soren Rieeten aa seer i 
C. I. B. Brane eee Oe UT kent ser. cieicccsjccers ars al 
pO GaAbGlig tc oscew nats Oa'e De ACa Wer Dallingern ccs cena ce 
C. W. Recard.... Dh EoD Sakon ein hol leres Gin saineco lene 1 
Wesbis Washineer ms... 3 Die AGC aWalmOres val Aten te i 
Gees GOssardacs. scctes ess Deep Mee ruryais autteseeists ects 2 


No one received the necessary number of votes. 

Dr. L. S. Cornett. I move we do now adjourn. 

Tue Presipmnc Bisuor. Can’t we hold this motion to adjourn 
until we cast another ballot? 

Agreed. 

Tue Presipinc Bisuor. Then proceed to ballot again for Home’ 
Missionary Secretary. Prepare your ballots, and after you vote, we 
will take final action on this report and get it out of the way. 

Dr. H. U. Roop, of Eastern Pennsylvania Conference. I move we 
adopt this report on Ministry of the Church. 

Seconded. 

The report as amended was adopted. 

Bishop Mathews called attention to the address of Eva Marshall 


Shontz, the Frances E. Willard of this country, president of the 
Young People’s Christian Union, to be delivered in the Auditorium 


Sunday morning at eight o’clock. 

The Committee on Devotion reported that Rev. I. Bennehoff would 
conduct the devotions on Saturday morning, and Rev. D. L. Burger 
in the afternoon. 


*» 
REPORT OF THE BOARD OF TELLERS FOR HOME MISSIONARY SECRETARY, 


Secretary Snyper. The ballot cast for Secretary of the Home 
Missionary Society is as follows: 


Ballots cast, 235; necessary to choice, 118. 


Gvieney ace. s+ o fee 2 2 106 ‘EL W. Trueblood.........-. 4 
oo Rosselot........------ +65 deel edead RGIyS es ders Hote Bo Dic 1 
George Miller..........+--- AS SAG dite AD a Ubinies coo Gon 0 Seb oC. ; 


J), 123 Sinenaher ode Oomoemeo AO os W.. Ee Washimger- sc... 2. 
No election. 


Proressor KEpret, of California Conference. I hope in justice to 
these candidates that we will not adjourn until we have finished this 
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election. We do not want anything done to-night that will make 
us ashamed to-morrow. 

Tue Presipinc Bisuor. Prepare your ballots for secretary of the 
Home Missionary Society. 

The ballots were collected, and the tellers retired to count the vote. 

Tue Presipine BisHop. May we sing a verse? 

Conference arose and sang, “We praise thee, O God.” 

Rey. C. A. Tuorn, of Northern Illinois Conference. Brother Mil- 
ler yesterday presented a paper upon the subject of the preachers’ 
aid matter. I move you that the paper be brought before the body 
again simply to create a commission to study the question and take 
into consideration the methods of other churches on the same sub- 
ject. The paper was simply referred to the committee. 

THE Presipine Bisuop. It is not proper to consider anything else 
at this time. ; 

SEcreTary Snyper. The third ballot for Home Missionary Sec- 
retary is as follows: 


REPORT OF THE BOARD OF TELLERS FOR HOME MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


Votes cast, 212; necessary to choice, 107. 


CW hiiney. deol k. Gk eas 153° od SPY Shounen... ee eee 
MEP ROSKeLOG? <5-c< esate ce le 33. GimD.. Gossard: sacs takmaG@el, 
George: Miller. ... 2.0.0 .c0.. 93 


Rey. C. Whitney was elected. 
The motion to adjourn prevailed. Conference arose, and the bene- 
diction was pronounced by Rev. D. W. Sprinkle. . 





NINTH DAY—MORNING SESSION. 


Saturpay, May 20, 1905, 8:00 a. M. 

Bishop Bell presiding. 

Rev. I. Bennehoff of Erie Conference led the devotions. Rey. 
George P. Hott led the singing. Song 175, “Blessed Assurance,” and 
Song No. 175, “Fill me now,” were followed by the reading of the 
twelfth chapter of Romans. This was followed by Song No. 226, 
“Leaning on the Everlasting Arms.” This was followed by prayets 
by N. J. McIntyre of Erie and Mrs. Helen Gould of Minnesota Con- 
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ference. Song No. 224, “I am thine, O Lord,” was then sung, and 
the devotional services closed with prayer by Rev. S. W. Paul. 

Ture Presipinc Bistiop. The secretary will read the minutes of 
yesterday’s sessions. 

The minutes were read and approved. 

Rey. J. L. Parks, of California Conference. I would like to call 
for the reading of the report of the Auditing Committee. 

Voices. Agreed, agreed. 

Proressor Kepren, of California Conference. In submitting this 
report the committee desires to say that anything contained in the 
report, so far as the committee is concerned, is not to be considered 
as reflecting on the honesty or integrity of any one. We do not 
claim that any one took anything belonging to the Church. 


REPORT OF THE AUDITING COMMITTEE. 


To the General Conference of the Church of the United Brethren m 
Christ. : 

Your Auditing Committee respectfully submits the following re- 
port: 

We have examined the financial report of the Publishing Agent, 
W. R. Funk, and approve the same. 

We have examined the reports of the Church Treasurer, covering 
the financial transactions of the Sabbath-School Board, the Educa- 
tional Beneficiary Fund, the Church-Erection Society, the Mission- 
ary Society, and Union Biblical Seminary, and disapprove each of 
these reports. 

We have examined the report of the Manager of Union Biblical 
Seminary, and disapprove that report. 

The Treasurer’s report for the Sabbath-School Board gives the 
total miscellaneous expenditures as $551.52, and gives the separate 
items as $3.60, $4.10, $16.45, and $202.68, being a total of only $226.83 
apparently, instead of $551.52. On account of this error the balance 
on hand ought to be $2,631.88, instead of $2,307.19, as reported. 

The Treasurer’s report for the Educational Beneficiary Fund gives 
two balances in the treasury; namely, $446.36 and $644.08, and an 
error of ten cents also appears in the report in the addition. 

The Treasurer’s report for the Church-Erection Society, on page 
two, gives $140,356.65 as the total receipts, but the iterns given under 
the head total only $187,684.52.. The total expenditures total $140,- 
338.65, instead of $140,356.65 as printed. Apparently the balance in 
the treasury, which is reported as $7,612.02, should be $4,957.89 in- 
stead. The total amount expended is reported on page six of this re- 
port as $211,398.83. Of this sum $71,427.72 is reported as expended by 
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the conferences, leaving $139,971.11 expended by the Treasurer. This 
amount does not agree with the report on page two. The miscellaneous 
expenditures on page two are given as $2,041.71, while on page six 
these are given as $1,674.17. The total on page six for “Loans made 
to churches” ig wrong, as is also the total for conference expenditures, 
and as is also the total for the column head “total.” 

The Treasurer’s report for the Home, Frontier, and Foreign Mis- 
sionary Society does not agree with itself. The total expenditures, as 
given on page four, are $3520,81.02, including a balance of $1,029.88, 
leaving actual expenditures of $351,051.14, while on page eleven the 
total expenditures are given as $346,965.39, being a discrepancy of 
$4,085.75. The columns on page five, as far as your committee added 

_those, do not agree with the totals printed in the report. 

The report of the Treasurer for Union Biblical Seminary does not | 
agree on pages two and three. The entries for miscellaneous ex- 
penses are not correctly added and entered on page three in the total 
column. These entries are $240.20, $4,167.29, $236.01, and $382.40, 
being a total of $5,025.90, whereas the total as printed is only 
$4,290.47, being $735.43 too small. This correction would bring the 
Treasurer’s receipts up from $115,407.32 to $116,142.75, and his bal- 
ance on hand from $1,407.81 to $2,143.24. 

The Manager of Union Biblical Seminary reports total receipts of 
$127,133.31, while the Treasurer of the Seminary reports only $115,- 
407.82; as corrected by this committee, $116,142.75, thus showing a 
discrepancy between the report of the Manager andthe report of the 
Treasurer amounting to $10,990.50. 

Your committee is satisfied that the total of receipts and expendi- 
tures as reported by the Manager is more nearly correct than is the 
report of the Treasurer. Your committee believes this discrepancy is 
accounted for by reason of the fact that money was received and ex- 
pended by the agent without its ever having passed into the custody 
of the Treasurer. In support of this view, your committee calls at- 
tention to certain items named alike in both reports: 


Manager. Treasurer. 

Rican Oey wet... vo, oe eee ee $31,495 00 $29,968 52 
Printing, stationery, and postage ...... 756 93 400 26 
MTAVOMNE OXDENSES-... ws. 4c beahie mane Ca NTO 1,356: 97 
Taxes, insurance, and improvements ... 1,546 63 1,300 81 
PA MMNUVES ORLA wero vss a's a cite ca ok eae 3,056 63 988 90 
Eroomi rent for students ..:........... 1,089 50 497 50 
Repairs to Seminary property ......... 1,862 45 981 23 
RIE eto 8 SR ea a $42,054 34 $35,494 19 


The salaries were paid and paid for the amount reported by the ” 
Manager. In like manner, your committee is convinced that the pay- 
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ments as reported by the agent were actually paid, and that if it were 
possible to compare the two reports, item by item, all the money re- 
ported by the agent as having been received and paid out would be 
found to have been received and paid out. At any rate, your com- 
mittee has been able to show that $6,560.15 more was received and 
disbursed by the agent than was handled by the Treasurer for the 
Seminary, leaving only $4,430.41 of a discrepancy as to totals between 
Manager and Treasurer. 

The Manager of Union Biblical Seminary states on page two of his 
report, “During the quadrennium the endowment fund has been in- 
creased $4,000.00.” On page eight of his report he gives, “Total en- 
dowment assets of all kinds, $82,483.25.” On page 109 of the pro- 
ceedings of the General Conference of 1901, the Seminary Manager 
reports, “Endowment assets of all kinds, $96,905.43.” Your com- 
mittee submits that there has been a decrease in Seminary endow- 
ment fund or assets amounting to $14,422,18, instead of an increase 
of $4,000, as reported by the agent. 

The agent reports endowment funds received for the quadrennium 
amounting to $47,720.84, and endowment funds reinvested amounting 
to $37,031.82. If these two statements are correct, $10,689.02 of en- 
dowment funds ought to be awaiting investment; but the Seminary 
Manager reports only $2,246.25 of endowment funds awaiting invest- 
ment, leaving $8,442.77 of endowment funds whose disappearance can 
only be accounted for on the supposition that these were expended 
either for the payment of debt or current expenses. 

The $2,246.25 of endowment funds awaiting investment is made 
- up in the Manager’s report of cash, $1,407.81, and an over-draft on 
the contingent fund of $838.44. It appears to your committee that the 
$838.44 is not an over-draft, but that it is endowment money that has 
been spent. 

The Manager reports $22,080.47 collected for the payment of debts, 
and reports $30,463.78 of debts paid. Apparently $8,383.31 of debts 
have been paid from other funds. 

The net assets of the Seminary at the beginning of the quadren- 
nium were reported at $148,206.86, and at the end of the quadrennium 
the net assets are reported as $143,488.92, being a net decrease in assets 
for the quadrennium of amounting to $4,717.94. But this does not 
begin to show the loss in assets for the quadrennium. 

The gross assets at the beginning were $178,670.64. New endow- 
ment was collected during the term amounting to $9,458.01, and debt 
funds amounting to $22,080.47, a total of $210,209.12. To pay the 


Norr.—The #4,000.00 refers to an increase of the productive endowment, and not 
to the endowment assets as a whole. These always shrink under the process of 
ollection. . 
i The General Treasurer, under the law of the Church, could not take charge of 
the funds of the Seminary until July 1 following the General Conference that 
elected him. At this date three months of this quadrennium had passed, which 
explains the difference in the amounts of Manager’s and Treasurer’s reports.] 
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debt, including principal and interest, required $33,267, which should 
leave assets amounting to $176,942.12. The assets are given as $143,- 
488.92, showing a gross shrinkage of $33,453.20, and a net decrease of 
$4,717.94 in Seminary assets for the quadrennium. 

The various reports of the Treasurer contain items of expendi- 
ture classed as miscellaneous amounting to $8,475.47. 

Your committee protests earnestly against the policy of reporting 
$50 under the head of miscellaneous or of sundries in any one report 
for any one year. 

Your committee is unable to correct the reports which it has disap- 
proved, and recommends that those reports be returned to the proper 
officials for auditing and correction before being published and issued 
to the Church. 

Your committee is profoundly impressed by the apparent disap- 
pearance of endowment funds as a recognizable asset of the Seminary. 
We recommend that a thoroughly modern system of accounting be 
put in the various departments of the Church covered by this report. 

We recommend that a rule be adopted declaring only competent ac- 
countants eligible to election as General Church Treasurer. 

We recommend that the proper authorities determine the amount 
of endowment funds belonging to Union Biblical Seminary and di- 
verted to other funds or uses, and that thereupon a like amount of 
funds be immediately taken from the contingent funds of the Semi- 
nary and placed in the endowment funds. 

We recommend that the Treasurer be forbidden to pay any money 
without taking a receipt for the same. 

We recommend that all reports to the General Conference shall be 
made to cover the same period of time. ~ 

Mark Keppet, Chairman. 
FE. 8. Neuprine, Secretary. 
W. O. Mitts. 

N. E. Burgess. 

Samuen E. Kumuer. 

J. A. F. Kine. 

IF. P. Rossetor. 


It was moved and seconded to adopt this report. 

Bisnop Matruews. I think you will remember that four years ago 
I stood up and protested against associating the manager of the 
Seminary and the work of the Seminary in connection with this, 
Church Treasurer. I warned you. I know it is easy to say so now, 
but the records of the last Genera] Conference testify to this. The 
brethren did not see fit to listen; there was a great tide flowing in 
favor of consolidating all these funds. It seemed very desirable that 
the Seminary, related ag it was, and standing as it is, should stand 


630 


UNITED BRETHREN 1N CHRIST 


alone, that it made it a hardship, traveling across the city to give 
vouchers, and then often when some of the parties were away. I do 
not wish to discuss the report, but the General Conferences of other 
denominations, like the Methodists and others, have arranged that 
the Publishing House should receive these funds, having their ac- 
counts, and it works splendidly. But let, the Seminary be by itself, 
situated as it is, having the manager as the treasurer ef the Semi- 
nary to be separated from the other. I am sure that before this time 
there has not been any difficulty or friction. I wanted to speak in 
reference to it, as to how other denominations are managing these 
funds. 

BisHor WEEKLEY. I wish to suggest that Brother Brooke be heard 
at this point. 

Voices. Hear, hear. 

Dr. OC. M. Brooxe,. Manager Union Biblical Seminary. Mr. 
Bishop and Brethren of the Conference: I am very glad to be able 
to speak for myself and to be granted that permission by this body. 

You will remember that four years ago, when I was elected, that 
there was a great deal of field work to be done, and when I took hold 
of the work, the first half of the quadrennium my work was entirely 
field work, and the policy and plans and methods that had been in 
vogue were continued until two years ago. I do not believe that 
there has been anybody, as the committee reported—not any person 
has taken from this institution a cent of money. But I am con- 
vinced with the committee that there has been a confusion of funds, 
and I am here to say that I will not accept the responsibility for that. 
The report is just what I expected, and not at all what I recom- 
mended; all our institutions of learning have confused funds—and 
the Seminary is one of them—from one department to another; but 
I am satisfied the best expert examining all this will find that the 
two years that I have handled the funds and paid the debts that the 
money that I have raised and paid on debts has not come from 
the endowment fund. But there is a confusion of funds. 
This is inevitable, and to investigate and arrange and adjust these 
funds is a proper recommendation, and a proper recommendation to 
be carried out. When I came into the position I carried. out the 
plans and precedents and system right along, and every month I 
accounted to the committee, and we accounted to the board of direc- 
tors every year. If there needs to be a revision, let the chips fall 
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where they may. If some of them are mine, I will own them; but 

that all of them are mine, I know is not correct. We all have our | 
share, and we have here what we have never had before, a shaking 

up by an expert; and now do not blame me or the officials, for we 

all have a share of it, and the way to resume is to change to mod- 

ern business methods, and the sooner the better. But I do not 

think you will find any reflection upon the integrity of any man 

who has had to do with this institution; but do not hold the indi- 

viduals responsible for the system; if we are hitched on, we have 

to pull where we are hitched. 

If you have some questions to ask, I will be glad to answer them. 
That is all I have to say, and I trust to your judgment and wisdom 
and verdict as to what.is the proper thing to do. 

T. G. Spancrer; of Eastern Pennsylvania Conference. I think it 
is but fair to this Conference to know what system of bookkeeping is 
employed in keeping these acounts, and I do not understand how dis- 
crepancies can occur if a proper system of bookkeeping is employed. 
I cannot understand it. I would like to ask this question of the 
committee. 

Proressor Kerpper. The committee would say that they know 
nothing about the system of bookkeeping employed; the committee 
had nothing but the printed reports before them. We were groping 
in the dark. 

T. G. Spaneter. I would consider if I were at the head of a de- 
partment, I think I would have seen to it that my fund should be 
credited to the proper account. 

Dr. R. J. Wurre, of Erie Conference. Are we to understand that 
if we pass this report all these items will be carefully looked over 
and will be properly adjusted? We are glad to know that those who 
have investigated this matter have no suspicion of anything wrong 
on the part of those that managed it, only that there has not been’ 
the proper accounting. Are we to understand if we pass this that 
all of these matters are to be regulated and fixed in shape ? 

Tue Presipina Brsnop. Yes, the motion carries that with it. 

Rey. J. W. Kiracors, of Pennsylvania Conference. Would it not 
be proper to refer this to a special committee at Dayton, and have 
them look over and fix up the discrepancies ? . 

Tue Presiine Bisuor. Brother Kiracofe raises the question as 
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to whether or not there ought not to be some committee appointed 
in Dayton that would be final authority in this quesion. 

Dr. Funk. As I understand, the recommendation of the committee 
is that these reports will go back to the proper authorities, to the 
various boards, and in the absence of the boards, the committee rep- 
resenting the boards, so I suppose the matter will be looked into. 

Dr. D. W. Sprinxin, of East Ohio Conference. I wish to call at- 
tention to one item of that report, and will it not be tying our hands 
if this report be adopted on the election of the coming Treasurer ¢ 
They recommend an experienced accountant, if I caught the report 
correctly; and we are not going to tie our hands right here; and 
now, before we do it, I call attention to it. Perhaps the committee 
or the chairman may give us the information. 

G. C. WinuraMs, of Sandusky Conference. It seems to me that in 
settling this we ought to have a committee of competent men aside 
from those persons who have made these reports to be with them, and 
audit the accounts for the purpose of getting at their carrectness, 
so they will be satisfied after it is settled. I move that a committee 
of three accountants be appointed for that purpose. 

Tue Presipine Bisnop. The report of the committee with its rec- 
ommendations is before you. The motion of Brother Williams was 
not seconded, but I want you to think just where you are at. You 
are on the adoption of the report with the recommendations of Pro- 
fessor Keppel. 

Dr. E. B. Bierman, of Eastern Pennsylvania Conference. I would 
like to hear the recommendations again so we will know what we 
are doing. 

Tur Presipinc Bisuop. The recommendations are called for. 

Professor Keppel read the report as follows: 


Your committee is unable to correct the reports which it has disap- 
proved, and recommends that those reports be returned to the proper 
officials for auditing and correction before being published and issued 
to the Church. : 

Your committee is profoundly impressed by the apparent disap- 
pearance of endowment funds as a recognizable asset of the Seminary. 
We: recommend that a thoroughly modern system of accounting be 
put in the various departments of the Church covered by this report. 

We recommend that a rule be adopted declaring only competent ac- 
countants eligible to election as General Church Treasurer. 

We recommend that the proper authorities determine the amount 
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of endowment funds belonging to Union Biblical Seminary and di- 
verted to other funds or uses, and that thereupon a like amount of 
funds be immediately taken from the contingent funds of the Semi- 
nary and placed in the endowment funds. 

We recommend that the Treasurer be forbidden to pay any money 
without taking a receipt for the same. 

We recommend that all reports to the General Conference shall be 
made to cover the same period of time. 


Pror. E. 8. Lorenz, of Miami Conference. I would like to add 
another recommendation; that is, that. we recommend that in the 
analysis of these different accounts between the Church Treasurer 
and the managers of the respective departments, there shall be ex- 
actly the same basis of analysis. In the board of directors of the 
Union Biblical Seminary we were confused by the fact that the 
Church Treasurer had one basis of analysis and the manager had an- 
other basis. We had to trust our auditing committee, and unfor- 
tunately the committee didn’t see the things with the sharp eyes that 
our California friend has. 

G. C. WiuuiaMs, of Sandusky Conference. I move an amendment 
that a committee of three be appointed to audit together with the 
officers these reports and show where these discrepancies are. 

Seconded. 

BisHop Minus. Let each one of these boards select a competent 
auditor. No popular auditor ean go through with these reports. 
These men who are specialists know that. That has been our mis- 
fortune in auditing these different accounts and reports. Select such 
a person as myself, who knows nothing about that, or somebody else 
who is a good preacher, or a good, popular layman, but he is not a 
“specialist on that subject, and we cannot select here a committee of 
men who are experts on this kind of business. But if it goes back 
to Dayton, there are men living in that city who are experts who will 
be employed by these boards to go through these reports and see that 
they are corrected. 

Voices. Agreed. 

HE. 8. Neuprne, of Southeast Ohio Conference. As a member of 
the committee, I think the committee’s report is what we want. T 
think the recommendation of the committee is just what we want, 
and it is better than a committee of three. ; | 

THe Presiping Bisnop. Ag many of you as favor the General 
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Conference appointing a committee of three will lift their hands. 
Opposed, like sign. 

It was lost. 

The report was then adopted. 

Rey. G. P. Horr. I wish to introduce this resolution: 


Resolved, That the office of General Church Treasurer be discon- 
tinued, and that the funds be entrusted severally to the boards con- 
trolling them. 


Seconded. 

Rev. Georce P. Horr. I wish to support it with these thoughts. 
This office has been the past quadrennium a sort of an experiment; 
it was so taken up, as many of the members of the former General 
Conference understood, and it has not been without at least some 
unsatisfactory features. I further submit that it has been some- 
what of an expensive luxury to the Church, and that as an official 
unnecessary, because these boards with their officers are amply able 
to take care of these funds. It has been to the disadvantage of sev- 
eral of the interests represented that the funds should be in the 
hands of a general treasurer rather than in their own hands. It is 
the cause of confusion, I venture, very largely in the reports that 
come to us, and is the basis of this marvelous report of our auditing 
committee. I submit, further, that since it is understood that our 
Treasurer vacates the office, no one can be personally hurt by dis- 
continuing and allowing these funds to go into the hands directly 
of the several boards which control them. 

Dr. R. J. Wurtz, of Erie Conference. It does not seem to me, 
brethren, that we are ready, without further knowledge in regard 
+o this matter, at least, than I have, to vote in regard to it. Is it not 
true that if we do away with this General Treasurer, we will still 
have to have a treasurer in the missionary work of the Church, so 
+hat we will not save the salary of a general officer, as the brother has 
suggested. Some one will have to be elected, either by this General 
Conference or by the Missionary Board, who will have to give his 
entire time to the work. Am I correct in this matter? J would like 
to know about it. 

Tur Prusipinc BisHop. It has been suggested that some other 
method might be used, that the Publishing House might take care 
of the accounts of the Seminary—do the whole bookkeeping. 
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W. O. Miis, of West Virginia Conference. I wish to speak on 
this motion. What I have to* offer you is, that instead of its being 
the useless fifth wheel in the entire organization of the church, it 
has proven a most useful wheel in the entire organization; and no 
matter how honest and trustworthy an official may be, he makes mis- 
takes, and with this system of checking which comes by comparing 
thdse accounts with another, the field secretary’s account with ~ 
the Treasurer’s account, if there is a mistake, it hardly can escape 
detection if the work is correctly done. So that it seems to me, with 
the multiplicity of funds which this Church has on hand, that the 
office of general treasurer is almost a necessity for the purpose of 
checking one with the other. That is my reason for opposing the 
motion to dispose of the services of the General Treasurer, and I 
urge upon the General Conference that they retain that official as a 
general officer. 

Rey. L. W. Strauu, of Allegheny Conference. It has been argued 
that we should abolish this office, that we can save one man and 
save money. I dare say that any of these funds must have a treas- 
urer to take care of that money. I believe that one general treas- 
urer will handle all the funds cheaper than to have half a dozen 
treasurers. There is no necessity why there should be any confu- 
sion. You take a county treasurer and a business man; he handles 
various funds, and by a proper system of bookkeeping he keeps them 
all straight. There would have been no confusion between the man- 
ager of the Seminary and the Treasurer if the money had all gone 
through the hands of the General Treasurer as it should have gone. 
And as there has been some discrepancy in getting this part of the 
machinery to work, should we condemn it without giving it further 
trial? I believe it is a.proper arrangement. I am opposed to the 
amendment, and I trust you will vote down the amendment and 
elect a Treasurer. 

G. C. Wittiams, of Sandusky Conference. I am in favor of this 
motion; I do not see why’ we should have a salaried Treasurer. J 
know of institutions that take care of as much money as this Church 
’ does that have not a paid treasurer, and there has-never been a dis- 
crepancy in the last twenty years of the existence of those associa- 
tions, without paying the treasurer one cent, andi the treasurer gives 
bond in the amount required to the association; and we have bankers, 
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I have no doubt, in Dayton, that would be glad to give bond and 
have the business. 

If bankers are willing to give bond and to take the business of the 
association, which is a cold business proposition, it seems to me they 
would be just as willing to take care of the funds of this Church. I 
think the boards can arrange and secure what will be necessary to 
take care of the funds, and those funds and those books would be 
audited by the board. The money could be taken care of by the 
secretary, as this motion contemplates, and I am not in favor of a 
salaried Treasurer. Let them do their business at the banks or asso- 
ciations, loan associations and such like, and get their treasurers 
to give bond for any amount that they require of him, and the money 
is taken care of that is received, andi it is checked out without a cent 
of expense to the association. I do not see why this Church should 
pay money to any treasurer when it can be done without that. 

There may be some endowment funds along that line, but I don’t 
see why they could not be taken care of in that way. If banks are 
willing to take notes and take care of them on that line, I don’t see 
why they would not be much more pleased to get large amounts, and 
so 1 am in favor of the motion before the house. 

Dr. Brooxe. I think it is due to my predecessor and the Treas- 
urer that I make an explanation. One party in the discussion said 
our accounts ought to agree. I think I can show in a very few words 
that it is impossible for them to agree from this fact! You elected 
a General Treasurer for the first time four years ago. He did not 
begin as General Treasurer until the first of July, according to your 
law, but the quadrennium began the first of April. The quadrennium 
for 1909 is now going. A month and two-thirds of this quadren- 
nium have passed, so that when this man came into office and took 
the funds, he took the balance for three months of business from 
the first of April to the first of July, 1901. I think that is clear to - 
you, and I think that accounts for the largest number of defects. 
This: statement is due to my predecessor and to the General Treas- 
urer. I think it is clear now. ; 

Pror. E. S. Lorenz. I want to ask in view of that explanation 
whether all these boards drop out three months of their work from 
their records. If it be true that from the first of April just before 
the General Conference until the first of July succeeding there is no 
record and no report? What right has any manager to begin his 
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report from the first of Suly when his predecessor reported on the 
first of April? 

Dr. Brooks. Bishop, I see the brother did not understand. There 
was no general treasurer until the first of July, 1901, and when he 
took the office, he got the balance at the end of three months of busi- 
ness. I did not take the manager’s books; they were dated the first 
of April. 

Dr. Funx. Your report is for the full four years ? 

Dr. Brooke. Yes; and his report, too, for the full four years jess 
three months. I kept it the last two years; my predecessor kept it 
six years in succession. 

W. H. Cueantz, of Upper Wabash Conference. In our part of the 
country putting money in banks igs not very popular. Five banks 
have gone down in the past twelve months; I do not think it would 
be very good policy to put it in the banks. I do not think we can _ 
relegate this Church Treasurer. We have just started this business ; 
if we want to keep these funds, we want a safeguard. We want 
people to know that everything is right, and that we are trying to 
get onto business principles. 

Proressor Kepren, of California Conference, I would like to say 
to the members of this conference that either proposition is a good 
one, if we compel the Treasurer to keep his reports right; but by 
discontinuing the Church Treasurer you will not save money, be- 
cause it will be necessary to have a paid treasurer in practically 
every department, and you could not get a competent accountant for 
a song. We must pay him well. 

Bisnor Keprarr, J wish to say a word or two, Mr. Chairman. It 
is my deliberate—[ Voices. Louder]. It is my deliberate judgement 
that if you adopt what is now pending you will make a mistake, and 
it will be a step backward on the part of this Church. Our mistake 
has always been that we have not kept our books according to system; 
and another thing is we have always been too much on ‘this prin- 
ciple, that anything was good enough for religion in our accounts. 
And I remember twenty-four years ago, when I first began to hold con- 
ferences, when I suggested to the treasurers when they received money, 
to give a receipt, they thought it was outrageous, and they said it was 
red tape. I said it might be red tape, but it was common sense. And 
now we confront this thing, which has its reality this morning in the 
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report that comes from your auditing committee; and I do trust, 
brethren, that you will not adopt this, because certainly it will be a 
step backward. You will have to have a missionary treasurer; you 
will have to have a treasurer for your Seminary; you will have to 
have a treasurer for your Church Erection. This matter covers the 
whole ground, and why? Do you suppose it will save money? Would 
not you think it strange if the Santa Fe Railroad here were to under- 
take to run its business without a treasurer. Would you not think 
it strange for the State of Kansas to run its business without a 
State treasurer, or the county without a treasurer? You cannot do it. 
These things are a necessity, and if we have a General Church Treas- 
urer, aS we now have, you will find this, that we are now becoming 
acquainted, and if we will conform to that system during the com- 
ing quadrennium, you will find that you will not come up here with 
these discrepancies, but things will be systematized, and business 
will move along in legitimate channels. 

I want to say this: What has been said here this morning I am 
glad does not reflect on the honesty of any man that you have had 
in your offices along this line. I am glad of that. 

The motion to abolish the office of General Church Treasurer did 
not prevail. 

Dr. A. C. Witmore, of White River Conference. I wish to call at- 
tention to the fact that yesterday the General Conference made a 
serious mistake, and not only as to these officers whose accounts we 
have heard, but we have made a mistake. I want to call your atten- 
tion to the 123d page of the Discipline, which says: “The General 
Conference shall elect a board of nine trustees from the four bishops’ 
districts to serve for four years, or until their successors are elected; 
provided, that not less than three of the members shall be residents of 
Dayton, Ohio, or its vicinity.” In our election yesterday, we elected 
nine Trustees of the Printing Establishment, seven of whom were 
elected from the East District and two from the West District, none 
from the Southern District, none from the Pacific District, none 
from the Central District—with a membership of 90,000 and not a 
single representative on the Board of Trustees of the Printing Estab- 
lishment. This is a mistake we made yesterday. I think we ought to 
~do something about it to-day to rectify it. We either could have a re- 
election, or else the two men—there are five Trustees from the city of 
Dayton—the two lowest could vacate and let one be from the Cen- 
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tral and one from the Southern District. I move you that we vacate 
the two lowest from Dayton and elect one from the Central and one 
from the Southern District. : 

Proressor Keppet. The only way that could be done is by reconsid- 
eration. Why, there are not four districts now, but five. 

Dr. A. C. Winmorr. The Discipline says four and does not say five. 

Rev. J. W. Laxs, of St. Joseph Conference. I think there is a 
more vital point of order here than that mentioned by Brother Keppel. 
I think that, in arranging for any general election, the territory in- 
volved in that election does not necessitate the choosing of the offi- 
cers from certain districts. I think it involves the principle of put- 
ting in nomination persons from all districts, but the Conference se- 
lects the persons, where the requirement is that not less than three of 
the Board shall be residents of Dayton when it is fixed, but I think it 
remains the right of those who exercise the franchise to say who 
of these nominees they will elect. I think there is no violation of the 
principle of the law in this election. 

THE Presipine Bisuor. You think the law applies to the nominees ? 

Dr. Funx. I think there is quite a serious point in Dr. Wilmore’s 
suggestion this morning. If you will allow me I will read, page 123: 
“The General Conference shall elect the Board of nine Trustees from 
the four bishops’ districts.” Now I think this question ought to be 
determined as to whether or not they shall be from those districts. If 
that be true, there is no-one from the districts to which he refers. 
Now I am glad to say while I am on my feet that I have no interest at 
all in this proportionment. He brought the matter to my attention 
this morning, and I feel that this Conference ought to know the situa- 
tion. 

Tue Presipine Bisuop. Perhaps it would be quite germain if we 
have a decision from our senior bishops in this matter. 

“Rev. J. W. Laxg, of St. J oseph Conference. The thought that T 
had was this, that the election calls for a number to be selected from 
the whole territory, from the territory as a whole. It does not specify 
that any certain number shall be elected from any one district, nor 
does it specify that it is necessary that any persons be elected from 
any one district, but from the whole that this Board is to be chosen, 
and then it specifies that there shall be not less than three from Day- , 
ton and vicinity. I think the election of yesterday was legal, and - 
within the proper scope. 
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Dr. A. C. Witmore. I want to say to you, Mr. Chairman, that I 
do not think that part of the Discipline is susceptible to any such 
construction. What is the use of saying four districts if we are to 
select nine Trustees from the whole Church; but it was to distribute 
these Trustees throughout the different districts of the Church, and 
that has been the rule; and this method of trying to twist around the 
intention of the law is not in harmony with the principles of a Church 
that maintains popular government. We cannot afford to do it, 
brethren, and I will not consent, as a delegate to this General Confer- 
ence, to abide by such a decision as that. I do not believe to do that 
is United Brethren, and I am a United Brethren, and I demand that 
you give the Central District of 90,000 members a Trustee on this 
Board. 

Dr. D. R. Senerr, of Lower Wabash Conference. I move that the 
whole matter be referred to the Board of Bishops for interpretation 
of the Disciplinary requirement in question. 

Bisuop Kepuart. This General Conference is not only a legisla- 
tive body, but it is the master judiciary of this Church. You deter- 
mine your own constitutionality respecting this. That would be my 
judgment in this matter, because I suppose we all have our opinion 
with reference to the interpretation of that law, and if I understand 
the sentiment as expressed here, even if a decision were to be ren- 
dered or a ruling should be rendered by the Board of Bishops, and it 
did not state the opinions of some, an appeal would be taken to this 
body. Hence, to obviate that difference, I suggest that you interpret 
your own constitution, because you are the highest court, the highest 
judiciary of the denomination. 

Dr. Senerr. Our time being so very precious, the purpose of this 
motion is to have our Board of Bishops construe the law, and then we 
will know whether we have what we want. If we are to undertake to 
determine this matter this morning, it will take a great deal of our 
precious time. 

Dro Funk. I want to say that I am in sympathy with the motion, 
and I am also in sympathy with the position of Dr. Wilmore in this 
matter. I am glad to say to this General Conference that I had noth- 
ing whatever to do with the nominations or the elections. It may be 
useless to say that, but I am open and above board; you know I ean- 
not be two-sided. I wish this district were represented on that Board. 
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Rev. J. S. Kenpau, of East Ohio Conference. A question: I will 
ask whether or not Dr. A. W. Drury is not representing this district. 
Is he not a member of the Iowa Conference, and would not he be rep- 
resenting this’ district then 2 - 

Dr. Funx. Mr. Chairman, that solves it. Dr. Drury is a member 
of the Central District. : 

THE Presipine Bishop. That objection is out of the way. Then the 
Central District is out of the way. 

R. H. Bennett, of Neosho Conference. I move to substitute for 
the motion of Dr. Seneff that it is the sense of this Conference that 
the Trustees referred t6 shall be so selected that each bishop’s district 
shall be represented on the Board. 

R. H. Bennert. My only reason for making it is, Bishop Kephart 
is unquestionably right, for no matter what the decision of the Board 
of Bishops may be, they could take an appeal, and if this is the idea ~ 
of this general body you are ready to vote it without discussion. 

Hon. J. C. Myers, of Miami Conference. Iam uncertain as to 
whether Dr. George Miller was reélected. They are both members. 
Dr. Miller is not a member of the Central District, but of the West 
District, and so is Dr. Drury. 

Tue Preswine Bisnop. The point is well taken. Are you ready 
to vote. As many as are agreed to it will lift the hand. As many as 
are opposed, like sign. It was carried. 

Rev. 8. L. Topp, of Indiana Conference. May I ask a question ? 
How will this conform to the present law in the Discipline when it 
says four and we now have five districts? 

THE Presiprne Bisuor. Because this is the body that makes the dis- 
tricts. 

Dr. W..E. ScHELL. Would this go into effect immediately 2 

Tue Presiping BisHop. It surely would. 

Dr. Funx. Are we not working under the old Discipline of this 
Church? I think we are, brethren, and the next General Conference 
will have to determine in reference to the five districts. I think that 
is right. 

THE Presipinc Bisnor. Let me state, the motion still be germane; 
it was that each bishop’s district be represented for the four districts. 
The motion is that we have an election that will secure representation 
from the four districts. 5 : 
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Proressor Kepren. I think if we are going to do this, we had bet- 
ter do it all clear through, and I therefore move that whenever the 
term “four bishops’ districts” appears in the Discipline that it be 
amended to take effect as soon as done. 

Dr. Funk. You know the rule has always been to set a date when 
the revision of the new Discipline went into effect. 

Tur Presmixne Bisuor. Suppose the Conference sets the date im- 
mediately. 

Dr. W. O. Fries. Why, it is the word “four or five.’ Why not let 
the word drop out, and say each bishop’s district. We have confu- 
sion every General Conference. 

Rey. W. M. Buswetu, of East Nebraska Conference. If we are un- 
der the present arrangement, we have a member from the Central 
District. 

THE Presiping Bisnor. This brother ealls attention to the fact 
that there has been a trustee elected from the Central District. 

Dr. A. C. Witmore. He will not be after the Discipline is printed. 

THe Presipinc BisHop. The new Discipline is not in force yet. 
Besides, the elections were held under the old law. That point being 
sustained, the motion for the new election is out of order. 

BisHop Krpuart. I suppose we all understand that we were called 
together and are acting under the Discipline as it is now, and the 
Discipline that we are making will be perfectly nugatory until this 
General Conference says when it will go into effect. But if you are 
going to pass an act that will go into effect it must be stated that 
this act which is now passing shall go into effect, say, at twelve 
o’clock to-day, and if you adopt it, then that law is in effect, and it 
goes into effect under the general laws of the Church‘at such time as 
will be established by this body. It would be a strange thing if you 
were here making laws, coming together under the Discipline that is 
in force, and then every act that you pass, without saying anything 
about it, in so far as the statutory act is concerned, that it would be 
in force now. That is not the case with any legislative body on this 
continent. J have been in the senate for six years of a great State 
of this nation, and I know something about what is necessary to 
put a law into effect, or whether it is to come into effect under the 
general act of the legislation stating when it shall go into effect. 

Dr. A. C. Witmore. I want to ask one question. Is not this Gen- 
eral Conference always so authorized, as I know that for twenty 
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years it has divided this Church into definite parts for the pur- 
pose of electing trustees and electing the trustees according to those 
districts. We are now electing according to four years before. The 
custom of this Church has been to elect according to the redistrict- 
ing of the General Conference at which the election was held, and 
I submit to you that according to our own custom it is our duty to fill 
the vacancy in those districts, and this method that we are trying 
to get out of in this way, and I want to say that I am opposed to it, 
and if you say that it will go into effect in two months or three 
months or ten months, a district with ninety thousand members, fur- 
nishing one-third of the T'elescope’s subscriptions, shall have nothing 
to say in regard to that money. 

A. H. Laveusaum, of Sandusky Conference. Is there anything 
before the house? I understand the chair declared the motion out 
of order, and if so, there is nothing before the house. 

Tue Presipinc Bisnop. That is true. 

R. H. Bennett, of Neosho Conference. Did the chair decide that 
my substitute was out of order, and that therefore this house cannot 
determine this matter? 

THE Presipinc BisHop. Yes; that is my statement—Bishop Kep- 
hart’s statement, and I find that correct according to the Discipline, 
which provided for four districts. 

R. H. Bennett. Let me state in deference to the Chair I would 
not take an appeal in this matter, because I consider it so indefinite. 
But the supreme court which passed on this Church matter held ex- 
actly to the contrary; that this body, as Bishop Kephart so stated 
it—that this body is the interpreter of its own law, and my motion 
only called for the interpretation of the Discipline as it stands, the 
old Discipline of four years ago, and I submit it leaves us in an 
exceedingly awkward position. 

BisHop Minus. Bishop Kephart’s statement is not the view of 
other members of this board, and I think now, after this, he has 
changed his opinion on it; s0 I hope the ruling will be made on the 
merits of the case. The fact is that it does not refer to the nomi- 
nations, as he stated, but to the elections, and it clearly states so 
in the letter of the Discipline. I think the Chair should rescind that 
and say that Brother Bennett’s motion is in order. 

Tue Presipinc Bisuor. I come up to questions entirely new to me. 
I was not expecting this kind of lightning to strike me, and I was 
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governed by the opinion of my seniors. Now, according to that inter- 
pretation, this motion is in order, and will call for representation 
by districts. 

A. H. Laueupaum, of Sandusky Conference. The tickets put be- 
fore this body provided for the election by districts, and if they are 
not elected, whose fault is it? 

Tue Presipine Bisnop. It would call for another election, I sup- 
pose. 

Dr. W. E. Scuetzt. All of the districts are already represented. 
The four districts are already represented, according to the Discipline, 
and there is nothing before the house. 

Rev. J. L. Branpensure, of Lower Wabash Conference. I move 
that we now take up the report of the Committee on Boundaries. 

Seconded. 

Dr. Funx. Will the brother just grant me a moment for a mat- 
ter that ought to have come a little sooner? May I have the consent? 

This was agreed to by Rev. Mr. Brandenburg. : 

Dr. Funk. I move that the Church Treasurer shall have the right 
to determine the system of bookkeeping and accounting between him- 
self and the different departments of which he is treasurer. 

Seconded. 

Dr. Funk. I believe that that will solve the problem that has con- 
fronted this Auditing Committee. 

Tus Presipinc Bisuop. Now if the movers of this other motion 
will be in abeyance, this motion is before you. 

Dr. Funk’s motion was adepted. 

Rev. D. R. Minter. In connection with Dr. Funk’s motion to com- 
plete this, I have this resolution which I think ought to be adopted: 


Resolved, That all persons who may receive funds for any of the 
departments of the Church which legitimately pass through the gen- 
eral treasury shall immediately transmit the same to said Treasurer. 


Seconded. 
This motion prevailed. 


REPORT OF THE BOARD OF TELLERS FOR MEMBERS OF THE BOARD 
‘ OF EDUCATION. 


Secretary Snyder read the result of the ballot for the Board of Edu- 
cation. The ballot was as follows: 
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EAST DISTRICT. 
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WEST DISTRICT. 
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W. E. Schell. ... 
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The following were elected: 


J. HoiGaldwell si: aacne aa 


Kast District—H. U. Roop, C. I. B. Brane. 


Ohio District—L. Bookwalter, G. A. Funkhouser, J. P. Landis. 
iJ. Kephart. 


Central District—Q. 


West District—wW. E. Schell, P. O. Bonebrake, L. S. Cornell. 


REPORT OF THE BOARD OF TELLERS FOR CHURCH TRUSTEES. 


The ballot for Board of Church 
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T 
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Total vote cast, 288. Twelve to be elected, the majority from Ohio. 

The following were elected: W. J. Shuey, William McKee, N. 
Castle, J. P. Miller, 8S. E. Kemp, John A. Shauck, W. G. Clippinger, 
A. R. Ayers, A. Orr, J. L. Brandenburg, E. J. Rogers, John Thomas. 

Owing to the death of S. E. Kemp, as announced to the Conference 
on the last day of its session, the one having the next highest vote took 
his place on this board, and G. Fritz, having received 77 votes, is the 
twelfth name on this board. 


< : 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CORRESPONDENCE. 


Secretary Snyder then read greetings, signed by the Committee on 
Correspondence, as follows: 


To the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church at Winona Lake, 
from the General Conference of the United Brethren in Christ, 
in session at Topeka, Kansas, Greeting. 

Dear BRETHREN: We send greetings of love and pray that God may 
bless you in your deliberations. C. I. B. Brane, 
- Committee on Correspondence. 


JS. M. Newman, Washington, D. C. 

Dear Brorugers. The General Conference of the United Brethren 
in Christ appreciates the fraternal greetings you communicate from 
the Southern Congregational Congress, and takes pleasure in saying 
that our action provides for the union you desire. 

C. I. B. Braye, 
Committee on Correspondence. 


To the General Association of Congregational Ministers and Churches 
of Kansas, from General Conference of the United Brethren am 
Christ, Greeting. 

Dear BRETHREN: We highly appreciate your kind words of greet- 
ing, and cordially reciprocate the warm feeling of fellowship you ex- 
ress. 

i Our Conference has practically unanimously adopted the syllabus, 

which provides for a still closer bond of union between us, and we pray 

that God may bless you and us through the action we have taken. 
C. I. B. Braye, 
Committee on Correspondence. 


Rey. L. W. Sraut, of Allegheny Conference. I move the adoption 
of the report. 
Seconded. 


The report was adopted. 
Rev. J. L. Branpensure, of Lower Wabash Conference. I move that 


we take up the report of the Committee on Boundaries. 


Seconded. 
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It was so ordered. ” 


S. E. Kumurr, of Miami Conference. The following were elected 
from the East District to station the bishops: D. D. Lowery, P. M. 
Camp, and George P. Hott. 

Rey. H. OC. Suarrer, of Oregon Conference. The following were 
elected from the Pacific District to station the bishops: W. R. Lloyd, 
J. L. Parks, H. C. Shaffer. 

Rev. J. E. Suannon, of White River Cqnference. The following 
were elected from the Central District to station the bishops: A. M. 
Snyder, D. R. Miller, J. A. F. King. ; 

The following were elected from the Southern District: S. W. 
Paul, J. H. Patterson, W. C. Keezel. 

The following were elected from the Western District: George 
Miller, J. R. Harner, H. Deal. 

Assistant Secretary Schaeffer read the report of the Committee on 
Boundaries, as follows: ; 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON BOUNDARIES. 


Allegheny—Unchanged, except “ern” be taken from Eastern in the 
fourth line from bottom. 

Arkansas Valley—Boundary unchanged. Call it Southwest Kansas. 

California—Unchanged. 

Colorado—Unchanged. 

Columbia River—Unchanged. 

Des Moines—Unchanged. 

East N ebraska—Unchanged. 

i a Ohto—Boundary unchanged. Out out the words “N orthwest 
io. 

East Tennessee—Unchanged. 

Eastern Pennsylvania—Boundary unchanged. Call it “East Penn- 
sylvania.” 

Erie—Unchanged. The enabling act following the boundary be 
taken off, which reads, “An enabling act is hereby passed permitting 
Erie and Ontario Conferences to unite during the next four years, 
should both conferences agree to such an arrangement.” 

Germany—Unchanged. 

Georgia—Embraces the States of Georgia and Florida. 

Illinots—Boundary unchanged, but an enabling act is hereby passed 
permitting Ilinois and Northern Illinois conferences to unite during 
the next four years, should both conferences agree to such an arrange- 
ment. . 

Indiana—Unchanged. 

Iowa—Unchanged. 

Japan—Unchanged. 
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Kentucky—Embraces all the State of Kentucky, except Covington 
and Newport, which belong to Miami Conference. 

‘ Louistana—Embraces the States of Louisiana, Mississippi, and Ala- 
ama. 

Lower Wabash—Place Allenville church, in Coles County, in the 
bounds of Northern Illinois Conference. In the sixth line from the 
top change “Indianapolis, Decatur & Springfield R. R.” to its present 
name, Cincinnati, Hamilton & Dayton R. R. Lewis Circuit to be in 
this conference. 

Miami—Boundary unchanged. Strike out the words, “Northwest 
Ohio” in the second line from the top, page 145. 

Michigan—Unchanged. 

Minnesota—Embraces all of the State of Minnesota. Strike out 
“also Faulk, Spink, Deuel, Grant, and Coddington counties, in South 
Dakota.” 

Missouri—Unchanged. 

Neosho—Beginning at the northeast corner of Linn County, Kan- 
sas, thence west to the west line of Chautauqua County, thence south 
along said line to Arkansas River, thence down said river to the east 
line of Indian Territory, thence north along said line and east line of 
Kansas to the place of beginning. The territory of the “New South” 
is placed with other conferences. 

Northeast Kansas—Unchanged. 

Northern Illinois—In the third line from the bottom, after the 
word “beginning,” insert “and to include Allenville in Coles County.” 
Change Chicago & Illinois R. R. to Chicago & Eastern Illinois R. R. 
Otherwise unchanged. 

North Nebraska—To include all the State of South Dakota. The 
lines otherwise to remain unchanged. - 

Northwest Kansas—Boundary unchanged. In fourth line from top 
change Arkansas Valley to Southwest Kansas. 

Ohio German—Unchanged. 

Oklahoma—Unchanged. 

Ontario—Embraces all the provinces of Ontario, Manitoba, and 
northwest provinces and territories. 

Oregon—Unchanged. 

Pennsylvania—Unchanged. 

Sandusky—Boundary unchanged. Strike out the enabling act fol- 
lowing the boundary. 

Southeast Ohio—Boundary unchanged. In ninth line from the top 
strike out “Northwest Ohio.” 

St. Joseph—Unchanged, except “Including Adamsville and Kes- 
ington appointments.” 

West Tennessee—Unchanged. 

Upper Wabash—Unchanged. 

Virginia—Unchanged. 

West Africa—Unchanged. 
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West Nebraska—Unchanged. 

West Virginia—Unchanged. 

White River—Unchanged, except insert “Wabash” in second line 
from bottom after Kokomo. 

Wisconsin—Unchanged. 


’ 


MISSION DISTRICTS. 


Chickamauga—Unchanged. An enabling act is hereby passed per- 
mitting them to become a conference during this quadrennium. 

China—Unchanged. ; 
Respectfully submitted, 


J. T. Roperts, Chairman. 
H. W. Truestoop, Secretary. 


Dr. W. E. Scuey, of East Nebraska Conference. I move the 
adoption of the report as a whole. 

Seconded. 

Rey. G. H. Hinton, of Neosho Conference. In regard to the chang- 
ing of the boundary line of Neosho from the Arkansas River to the 
east line of Indian Territory, the territory of the new South is placed 
with other conferences. What I want to know is the interpretation 
of the words, “other conferences.” 

Tue Presipine Bisuop. The motion to adopt as a whole does not 
forbid your submitting different amendments to it, so it will not con- 
flict with the motion. 

Rev. W. Woop, of Oklahoma Conference. As a member of the 
Committee on Boundaries, the secretary has omitted part which was 
brought up at the proper time. 

Rey. J. R. Harner, of Arkansas Valley Conference. I call atten- 
tion to the Arkansas Valley Conference. The boundary is so in- 
definite, and the boundaries of the other conferences in Kansas are 
made with reference to the line of the Arkansas Valley Conference. 
There is no point established. 

Rey. J. T. Roperts. I rise to a point of order. We have not voted 
yet as to whether we shall vote upon this as a whole. We are not 
ready for discussion. ? 

Tue Presipine Brsuor. The point is sustained. You are not ready. 
IVEViede ae» By Kine, of Northern Tlinois Conference. I move to 
amend by saying that we adopt this report item by item. E 

Seconded. 

The motion was lost. 
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The motion to adopt the report as a whole was adopted; that when 
it was adopted it should be adopted as a whole. 

Rey. J. R. Harner. I offer an amendment fixing the boundary of 
Arkansas Valley Conference, simply for the purpose of making it 
definite: 


Beginning at the southeast corner of Cowley County, Kansas, and 
running due north to and including Strong City, Kansas; thence west 
to the Colorado State line; thence south along the Colorado State 
line to the south line of Kansas; thence east along the south line of 
Kansas to the place of beginning. 


Seconded. 

Tue Presipinc Bisuop. As many as are in favor of the amendment 
defining the boundaries of Arkansas Valley Conference, lift the hand. 
Opposed, like sign. It was adopted. 

Rey. 8. L. Topp, of Indiana Conference. “Indiana unchanged.” 
I move that we amend this item by saying that the State of Indiana 
be divided into three conferences, and that the State lines be made 
the boundary line. I wish to state the reasons for the amendment I 
offer. I would gladly have adopted this entire report as it came from 
the Committee on Boundaries, but you remember that four years ago 
we had a very large committee, something like forty or forty-four, 
and at that time it seemed to be the judgment of that large Committee 
on Boundaries that the thing for this United Brethren Church to do 
was to go by State lines, and that committee so recommended 
that we go by State lines, as it relates to the State of Indiana and 
Tilinois; and we believe that if it is good for Ohio and Michigan and 
Pennsylvania, and almost all the conferences to have State lines, it is 
good for us, and to organize our forces in the Church for efficient 
work to meet the new conditions as they now confront us. We will 
be able then to cope with other churches in the States which have 
their State organizations, such as the Presbyterian, Baptists, Congre- 
gationalists, and other churches; and on the questions that come to us 
to-day, such as have been presented by our noble governor, who be-- 
lieves in the enforcement of not only some laws, but all laws, we will 
have our own State organized into conferences, and thus we have our 
State work. We believe that it will be good for the State of Indiana, 
as they now have their educational institution, which has done noble 


and good work. 
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THE Presiping Bisuor. The time is up. 

Rey. 8. L. Topp. May I have‘a few moments? 

Votces. No, no. 2 

THE Presipine Bisnop. It is not agreed to. 

Dr. Senerr, of Lower Wabash Conference, The text will be found 
in Job the first chapter, “Now there was a day when the sons of God 
came to present themselves before the Lord and Satan came also 
among them.” His unique majesty complained against Job and on 
account of the question of boundary lines. I said that the sons of 
God came before the Lord, and Satan came also among them. It is 
equally fair to judge the past by the present, so we conclude that 
this has been hammered away at by the-same old Satan for more 
than three thousand years and that he is doing it still. Consequently, 
what can there be in a State line that has such a peculiar charm 
to mundane or celestial beings? As between Indiana and Tllinois 
the State line is purely imaginary as anything can be. It goes away 
from the Wabash River fifty miles north of Terre Haute, and crosses 
the country forty miles south, when it again strikes the Wabash River 
and follows its tortuous course southward. 

In regard to the amendment proposed, it affects Lower Wabash 
Conference; that is, it proposes to cut the conference in two. But 
.for what was added to Lower Wabash sixteen years ago, we should 
have a very compact conference, half in Illinois and half in Indiana, 
traversed by two great railroads and electric lines just being com- 
pleted, north and south by five railways. The amendment proposes 
to cut off ten churches from Lower Wabash Conference, the best end 
of the conference; the churches that pay in salaries to the pastors 
of six hundred and twenty-five dollars—that is the average, while the 
rest of the conference pays an average salary of $375. I cannot much 
blame my brother from the Indiana Conference when he says we 
would like to be on State lines. ? 

Dr. W. E. Scuery. I will tell you, brethren, time is precious, and 
I do not believe these speeches will change the matter, therefore I 
move the previous question on this amendment. 

Seconded. 

Rev. §. L. Topp. I would like to have a statement from the chair- 
man of the committee. 

Rev. J. T. Roserts, of White River Conference. I know our time 
is precious, but with a good many persons in this conference this is 
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one of the most important things that will be settled. If our breth- 
ren who object.to this desire to talk further, I wish to grant them 
the privilege; I wish you would. They will not feel right, and there 
are some who want the change that would not feel just right if dis- 
cussion is cut off here, and I wish to say we should grant our breth- 
ren the privilege of expressing themselves on this question. Then 
I will make my talk on the previous question, if this is withdrawn. 

Rev. J. B. Connert, of Lower Wabash Conference. This Confer- 
ence will certainly give us a chance to be heard. Dr. Seneff has not 
been able to cover the points involved, and there are a good many 
points that ought to be presented before this conference can intelli- 
gently vote. 

Tue Presipinc BisHop. The previous question having been or- 
dered, I have no choice, unless the Conference votes it down. If 
Conference will vote it down, that will give Dr. Seneff a chance to 
say what he wants to do. 

The motion for the previous question was lost. 

Rey. J. I. L. Resster. I say we hear Brother Todd’ if we hear 
Brother Seneff. 

Tue Preswina Bisuop. Now, I wish the Conference would give 
these brethren a certain amount of time. 

It was agreed to give them three minutes in each case. 

Rey. S. L. Topp. Now, I am sure, friends, that I am perfectly 
willing that this Conference shall yote on this question at any time 
it wishes, but I believe in justice to one and all. Four years ago, as 
was stated, the General Conference seemed to be in favor of State 
lines, and but for two votes more the boundary question would have 
been carried then. Our brethren asked for time to adjust them- 
selves, said it was premature for a new arrangement, as it related 
to vital interests. We mutually agreed, and the matter was laid 
over to this General Conference, as we understood it by our agree- 
ment. I find at this time that the adjustment has been rather the 
other way instead of favorable to it. But, however, I feel that if it is 
good for the people over the United Brethren’ Church, that it is the 
thing for us to have State lines everywhere. It will geographically 
locate us; we will know where we are, and we can organize for State 
work, for efficient and effective work, not only as we wish to say it 
relates to our organizations and the work of the State in our own 
Church, but as well as that we are facing a new order of conditions, 
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a revival all over this country of civic righteousness.. We now have 
new laws passed, which we wished to have supported, such as the 
anti-cigaret league in Indiana and other laws coming to the front. 
We wish to bring all our combined forces together and stand by our 
noble governor and help carry forward the work. 

There are many other reasons that might be assigned, but I ask 
you who came to this General Conference who seem to be satisfied 
with no change—no change; why? Because you got what you wanted 
four years ago, and now we feel that what is good for you would be 
good for us and good for the brethren in Illinois as well. 

Dr. D. R. Senerr. When I was stopped before, I was just saying 
that I called in question the wisdom of the amendment, and equally 
so the justice of it. The brother who has just spoken was right in 
saying that. four years ago an effort was made to accomplish this 
same end. I say to you that for twelve years this matter has hung 
over the Lower Wabash Conference and the Upper Wabash Confer- 
ence like a threatening storm, and from year to year it has been 
brought up in the General Conference. I dare to call into question 
the sincerity of the purpose of that. Lay your hands upon the two 
conferences and dismember them, ten churches from the Lower 
Wabash—it is worse for the Upper Wabash. It is proposed to reduce 
the Lower Wabash territory to two hundred and eighty miles in 
length north and south, to a strip along the Wabash River—narrow 
and disfigure it forever. 

Brethren, you who hold dear your conference relations and stand 
for justice and right, will you vote for a measure that will rob one 
of the best conferences of ten of its best churches, when every per- 
son of the whole territory is in favor of leaving it as it is, and per- 
haps the same is true of the Upper Wabash? There is this difference 
in the changes that have been made from time to time—they have 
been mutually agreed to between the brethren with slight exceptions. 
The brother knows that contrary to the wishes of many of the people 
themselves they took from us four churches last General Conference. 
Now it is proposed to take ten of the best churches we have, forsooth, 
because they think their conference ought to be bounded on the east 
by the Indiana line. It tell you this, it is only a fad or it is a foil— 
a foil to disguise the serpent upon the head of which, as honest people, 
you ought to put your heel, and settle this question forever. 

Rev. J. B. Connert, of Lower Wabash Conference. I think because 
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the territory involved is upon the district over which I have the honor 
to be presiding elder, I ought to say a word. It is this: That at our 
last General Conference a paper was passed memorializing this Gen- 
eral Conference not to change our boundary, and this paper was 
passed unanimously. I presented this same matter to the ten charges 
on the Indiana side of my district in Quarterly Conference. I stated 
it upon its merits, and I stated, “I want you to vote one way or the 
other. If you want to go in Indiana, vote that way,” and the quarterly 
conference members of the ten charges in quarterly conference as- 
sembled, every one of them voted to remain as they were. I have a 
paper in my possession of eighty quarterly conference members in our 
conference to protest against this thing. 

Now, brethren, I submit to you that it is unjust; it is sinful to en- 
force a measure upon us against our wish. I want to say further—and 
I am sorry to say this—that four years ago when this matte was up, 
and they tried to take off our territory, and under the guise of com- 
promise took three churches, one of the delegates of the Indiana Con- 
ference came to me and said, “If you do not let us, have these three 
churches, we will not codperate with you in Westfield College.” Now 
I submit to you, brethren, that it is not right to intimidate delegates 
in a General Conference in that way; and after they had the three 
charges given them, they have diverted their college money that is 
assured for the support of the faculty of Westfield College; and this 
last I know, Westfield College only received one-half of what was col- 
lected for the support of the faculty, and that they retained the other 
half to assist the faculty of a school that is yet to be born. 

Now, brethren, our Indiana side has Terre Haute in it. We have 
three churches there. These churches, with the exception of one, are 
self-supporting. The work of the Boundary Committee was unani- 
mous. This was brought before the committee by Brother Todd and 
Brother Shannon, and there was not enough interest to bring it to a 
vote. It was passed by, and the work of the committee was unani- 
mous, and I think it ought to be adopted as it is. 

Rev. E. Mater, of Upper Wabash Conference. I have talked with 
all the members I have come in contact with during the year, and 
there is no element that I know of that wants this change. The mem- 
bers all wish to hear that this Conference has left it unchanged. If 
this change is made, it leaves us ten churches and a half in Illinois 
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and the balance in Indiana. And this question concerns Upper Wa- 
bash Conference more than any other question that will come before 
us; and as far as Governor Hanly needing this change to be made to 
keep the cigaret law from being changed, he can do it without this 
change. 

Rey. A. M. Snyper, of Upper Wabash Conference. It has been my 
pleasure to be in this fight for the last twelve years by the side of Dr. 
Seneff. I remember that, twelve years ago, in Dayton, Ohio, we — 
fought this over from start to finish, and I remember that a man who 
championed that then, when he was defeated said, “We will meet you 
in four years, and we will have what we want.” I said, “It may be that 
your people and our people may decide to send some one else instead 
of us,” and his people did so decide. Eight years ago it was brought 
up again. We had a very nice committee and we got along finely. 
Four years ago this same territory was fought over. Now, Mr. Chair- 
man, anticipating just what is before us to-day, we asked our annual 
conferences to express themselves as to their wish in the matter, and 
they unanimously voted praying this General Conference to leave the 
boundaries as they are. Behind this there is something as an antece- 
dent, and that something is to tear away from Westfield College the 
Indiana territory that is now codperating. 

Brethren, will you think me personal if I say to you that the per- 
sons most interested in this are those who have stood aloof from any 
institution of learning of this Church since the division in the 
Church? Now, Mr. Chairman, in all fairness I feel that you ought 
to recognize our wish. If I believed as an honest Chirstian man be- 
fore God, if I believed that this change would bring honor to God 
and bring power to this Church, I certainly would vote for the meas- 
ure, but I cannot see how an imaginary line can deter us in our work 
in saving souls, and I hope you will in your judgment and wisdom 
allow the boundaries of Upper and Lower Wabash to remain as they 
are. 

The amendment was then repeated by request. 

Rev. J. T. Roperts. I have noticed in the discussions before the 
General Conference that a number of brethren have taken the privi- 
lege of talking a.while without saying anything, and I think I ought 
to have the same privilege. 

A few years ago we had in our conference a minister who had 


656 


UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 


been brought up in the city, who did not know very much about cer- 
tain portions of the animal kingdom. He bought a horse, and in the 
spring of the year a local preacher went over to see him, and the 
poor preacher had been crying, and he said he believed the horse was 
going to die; and the local preacher went out with him to see the 
horse. He said, “What ’s the trouble?” He replied, “Don’t you see 
that the hair is all coming out. I tell you the horse is going to die.” 
And the local preacher said, “The horse is just shedding, that ’s all.” 
“Oh,” he replied, “is this the year that horses shed?’ There is noth- 
ing wrong with our State, only this seems to be the year for Indiana, 
that is all. The chairman is supposed to stand for the work of the 
committee, and if it needs any defense to defend the committee, and 
I want to defend that committee; and since I am in favor of this 
change, I want to defend that also; hence it means that I am to blow 
two horns, it seems to me, which I thought was impossible till I came 
to Kansas. 

I would say that the Committee on Boundaries was almost unani- 
mous in everything; it did not agree almost unanimously in every- 
thing, but did agree. We did our work well as far as we went; but, 
T believe this, brethren, if I were to decide this matter to-day accord- 
ing to my sympathies, I presume I would decide with my brethren 
whom I love, but if I were to say which is for the best interests of 
- this Church and the kingdom of Jesus Christ on earth and these 
two States, I would have to decide that the right thing to do would 
be to have three conferences in Indiana and three in Illinois. I think 
this is the best thing for God and our Church in these two States. 
T believe that this is the thing that we ought to do, and if we don’t 
do it, we will only leave for another General Conference to do what 
we ought to do now, so that is where I stand in the matter. I think 
the change ought to be made as proposed. 


The amendment did not prevail. 
Rev. H. W. Trueswoop, of Northern Illinois Conference. The dele- 


gates of Illinois and Northern Tllinois conferences held a meeting, 
and after due consideration decided that it would be well to have one 
wedding at least at this Conference, so we will ask our secretary, 
D. E. Donly, to read the announcement. 

D. E. Donty. Instead of Item 14 in the report it should read: 


Boundary changed to include all of the territory now within the 
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bounds of Illinois Conference and Northern Illinois Conference, and 
to be called the Northern Illinois Conference. H. W. Truesxoop. 
D. E. Donty. 


Tue Preswine BisHop. As many of you as favor this amendment 
indicate by the uplifted hand. Opposed, like sign. 

The wedding was consummated. 

Rey. A. A. Garner, of North Nebraska Conference. I want to speak 
a word in regard to the territory in North Nebraska. I fear some of 
our brethren do not realize that the present territory of North Ne- 
braska includes about one-third of Nebraska and the State of South 
Dakota, except three or four counties named in this report. This 
territory is large enough. You might lay down Pennsylvania, West 
Virginia, and Maryland, and have a good-sized presiding-elder dis- 
trict left. This territory is not waste, as some seem to think, but 
embraces the choicest and best land for agriculture— 

Tue Presipinc BisHor. Brother Garner, let me suggest that you 
make a motion and then speak to it. 

Rey. A. A.-Garner. That is what I want to explain, that these 
counties that you propose to cede to us from Minnesota are territory 
that was cut off from Elkhorn Conference four years ago, and they 
are entirely separated from our work, and it is impossible for us to 
serve them; consequently it is a disadvantage to them and to us. I 
move that the North Nebraska Conference include all of the present - 
territory of North Nebraska Conference and be made a mission con- 
ference. 

Seconded. 

Tue Presipine Bisuop. It is moved and seconded that the terri- 
tory of North Nebraska Conference be constituted a mission con- 
ference. 

Dr. W. E. Scnett. I favor the amendment put by the brother 
from North Nebraska: There is a great country there.and a grand 
opening for the United Brethren Church, and this amendment ought 
to carry, and it should be constituted a mission conference. 

Rev. H. Dea, of Minnesota Conference. I rise to ask the question. 
I suppose that would take away from Minnesota those fields of labor 
that. are now in South Dakota. 

Tue Preswine Bisnor. Yes, sir. 

Rey. H. Deat. Very well. I favor the motion. 


The motion was adopted. 
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Rev. W. Woop, of Oklahoma Conference. The boundary of Okla- 
homa Territory, as agreed to in the committee, is as follows: Okla- 
homa Conference to include all of Oklahoma and that part of the 
Indian Territory south of the Arkansas River, the city of Tulsa to 
belong to Oklahoma Conference. 

Seconded. 

Rev. W. Woop. The above is what was agreed to and passed by the 
committee. 

Tue Presiping BisHop. You want the Conference to understand 
that it was a part of the original report ? 

Rev. W. Woop. Yes, sir. 

Rey. J. R. CHamsers, of Neosho Conference. The last sentence in 
the description of the Neosho Conference in the report, is meaningless, 
and should be stricken out. We never did have any territory in the 
South and I so move it be stricken out entirely. 

. Tuer Presipine Bishop. Strike that line out by common consent. 

It was agreed. 

Tue Presipinc Bispor. That will leave the boundary as it is in the 
Discipline. 

The report of the Boundary Committee was then adopted. 

At this point Rev. Dr. Mattill, of Cleveland, Ohio, former publish- 
ing agent for the Evangelical Association, was introduced to the Con- 
ference. 

Conference arose and greeted him. 

Tue Presipine Bishop. What will be your further pleasure? 

W. O. Mitts, of West Virginia Conference. Is a general resolution 
in order at this time? 

Tue Presipine Bisuop. I think so. 

W. O. Mitts. Then I desire to introduce the following: 


Wuereas, We desire to cultivate a spirit of fraternity in a very 
special manner with the Congregationalists and Methodist Protestants, 
in order to bring about a closer affiliation in practical Christian work, 
therefore be it 

Resolved, That each of the general boards may at its option elect 
as an honorary member one minister or layman from each of the other 
churches to sit in counsel with the members of the board in their 


regular meetings. W. O. Mitts. 
D. R. Minter. 


W. M. WEEKLEY. 
L. W. StTaHu. 
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Tue Presipinc Bishop. As many as are agreed to this will indicate 
it by uplifted hand. Contrary, same sign. It is so ordered. 

Division called for. 

By request, Secretary Snyder repeats the resolution. 

Rev. G. H. Hinton, of Neosho Conference. It seems to me at this 
late hour of this Conference we should not take a step backward to 
go over the ground that has already been covered. My opinion is 
that it should be the sense of this Conference that this should be laid 
on the table. I see nothing in this but what has been comprehended 
in what has gone before. It is simply opening up the door for dis- 
cussion and loading the Church down with useless boards; I can see 
no object. I do not understand the object that these brethren have; 
I do not see the utility of this. It is loading the Church down with 
useless expense, simply making the object more difficult to obtain. TI 
would like to help the brethren do that if we could. I think we are 
wasting precious time in discussing this. I move you that this paper 
be laid on the table. 

Seconded. 

The resolution was laid on the table. 

Dr. W. E. Sonent, of East Nebraska Conference. I move that we 
take up the report of the Committee on Government of the Church. 

It was agreed to. 2 

THe Presipine BisHop. The secretary will read. 

Dr. Funx. I rise to a question of privilege. I am told that quite 
a number of the members of this body are going away this afternoon, 
leaving this session entirely, and we have quite a number of elections. 
Indeed, the resolution passed a while ago necessitates the reélection of 
the Trustees of the Printing Establishment, and it does seem to me 
that we ought to act. 

Voices. No, no. 

Dr. Funk. That is where you are mistaken, brethren, with all your 
noes. The resolution passed here necessitates their being from the five 
districts. 

THE Presipine Bisuop. No. 

Dr. Funk. You will find out from the mover of the motion. 

Tue Presipine BisHop. The report is before us. Dr. Funk’s state- 
ment was on a question of privilege, trying to object to the going home 
of a number of delegates this afternoon. The order before us is the 
report. 
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Pror. E. 8. Lorenz, of Miami Conference. The Auditing Commit- 
tee this morning reported that we should elect a competent accountant. 
Now how is this General Conference going to determine who to elect, 
whether we have a competent accountant, without having a commit- 
tee to propose names after thoroughly and carefully canvassing that 
matter, so that we may vote intelligently? I was seeking to get that 
before this house before this question was brought, and before the 
other question comes we will have to decide this, and decide it now, 
or we will not get away from here for several days. We cannot elect 
this Treasurer until we know how we are to vote, and this committee 
will have to have a meeting so as to propose some names. That will 
be in perfect harmony with the action we took this morning in the 
adoption of that report. 

Dr. R. J. Wuire, of Erie Conference. As a matter of privilege I 
would simply say it seems to me that it is a simple matter. We might 
pass a resolution that only men should be elected bishops who are 
competent. Now I think that every man who votes is a judge of the 
competency of the person for whom he votes. Certainly if we are go- 
ing to adopt any such plan as this suggests, we would have to have 
a committee to select who are competent to act as missionary secre- 
taries, who are competent to act as editors. It certainly requires some 
special education for a man to be a competent editor, just as it re- 
quires some special education for a man to be an accountant. Every 
man, I claim, has a right to judge of the competency of the man for 
whom he votes. 

Pror. E. S. Lorenz. I should like to explain my position. I said 
that report provides for a competent accountant in the position of 
Treasurer of this Church. We have no such condition coming before 
us in the election of any other man. This is a special provision, and 
in harmony with this special provision, I cannot vote intelligently 
when I come to this question, unless I know something more about it. 
I should like to make a motion, if I may, if this other motion can be 
held, this other motion that is before us. 

Dr. W. E. Scueuy. I will insist on the other motion. 

Tur Presipinc Bisuor. The motion is that the other be the order, 
and I suppose we ought to go ahead with this and these brethren 
keep the matter in hand. 

Tue Presipine Bisuor. The report on government of the church is 
before us. 
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Dr. E. B. Bierman. I move that we take up the report item by 
rtem. 

This was agreed to by unanimous consent. 

The assistant secretary read as follows: 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT OF THE CHURCH. 


We, your Committee on Government of the Church (Chapter V. of 
Discipline) beg leave to report as follows: 

In our study of this chapter, and in our consideration of the various 
matters brought by memorial and personal request to our attention, 
we have endeavored to keep in view the history of the Church and the 
recognized distinctive principles of our Church polity. In the recom- 
mendations made and the disciplinary changes suggested we have had 
a united and zealous care to preserve the popular basis of church gov- 
ernment both in the local church and in the method of constituting 
the law-making body, and hence have left on the table the proposi- 
tions looking to the appointment of class leaders and the election of - 
members of the General Conference by the annual conferences. We 
recommend the following changes in Chapter V., page 29, Section 1, 
paragraph 1: Strike out the words “or congregation” in the first line, 
making it read, “A local church of the United Brethren in Christ.” 
Also strike out the words “or congregation” at the end of paragraph 
2, in the same section, making it read, “The word ‘class’ shall denote 
only a section of the loeal church.” 

In the first paragraph, between the word “minister” and the word 
“of,” in the third line, insert the words “or missionary.” It will then 
read, “Any authorized ministry or missionary of the denomination.” 


Dr. W. E. Scuenn. There is a typographical error there. “Min- 
istry” should be “minister” in the last line. 
Assistant secretary reads as follows: 


Page 30, Section IL., paragraph 3: Amend by adding the words “or 
arrange for some one else to do so,” making it read, “He shall visit 
them and labor with them as circumstances may require, or arrange 
for some one else to do so.” 

A section entitled “Chureh Deacon” shal] be added to this chapter 
as Section IV., as follows: “Every church may have one or more 
deacons, who shall be elected annually by a vote of the church. The 
duties of a deacon shall be to collect funds for the needy, as provided 
in Section II., sub-section 15, of the Discipline under ‘Duties of 
Members,’ and disburse the same under the direction of the official 
board, or, where the local church board is not organized, under the 
direction of the pastor.” 

Page 31, Section [IL., paragraph 6, entitled “Church Clerk,” shall 
constitute Section V. of this chapter, 
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Page 31, Section IV., shall be changed to Section VI. Page 33, 
same section, paragraph 10, entitled “Review by Quarterly Confer- 
ence,” shall be numbered 11 of the section, and the following shall be 
inserted as paragraph 10: “The official board may appoint an execu- 
tive council, of which the pastor shall be chairman to act for the 
church in matters committed to them.” 

Page 33, Section V., of the chapter shall be numbered VII., and in 
paragraph 1, lines 14 and 15, the words, “all treasurers of Ladies’ Aid 
societies, Woman’s Missionary societies, Young People’s societies, and 
ae schools,” shall be stricken out. It shall then read (see Disci- 
pline). 


Rey. L. L. ScHoonover, of Indiana Conference. I move to amend 
by striking out that last item beginning “Page 33, Section 5,” ete. 

Seconded. 

Tue Presipinc BisHop. Are you ready? All favorable indicate by 
uplifted hand. All opposed, like sign. 

A division Was called for. 

Rey. C. I. B. Branz. May we have the item read again? 

Secretary repeats the item. 

SrecreTary Snyper. These treasurers are now members of the 
quarterly conferences, and the motion is to strike out from the Dis- 
cipline the provision that makes them members of the quarterly 
conference. 

Rev. L. L. Scuoonover. The motion is to strike this item out of 
the report and leave the Discipline as it is. 

Dr. W. E. Souent. The thought of the committee was simply 
this: These societies have general representatives in the quarterly 
conferences, through their presidents, and the committee concluded 
it was wholly unnecessary for them to be represented by both presi- 
dent and treasurer. 

Rev. S. S. Hovan, of Allegheny Conference. One of the things 
we need to begin in the local church and to keep our people who are 
intrusted with these funds interested, is to call on them for reports 
in the local church. We need to have our official meetings enlarged, 
so as to have the entire interests of the Church in the hearts of the 
whole people. 

- Rev. D. D. Lowery. I do not know how to vote. If I did, I would 
sit down. I have been holding quarterly conferences in the regular 
work for twelve years, and this provision came before us, I think, 
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four or eight years ago, and there is nothing we want more surely than 
this, to have these societies by‘their treasurers represented. 

Rev. W. D. Strarron. A question of order. A division of the vote 
was called for, and now we are rehashing the whole question over 
again. 

THe Presiping BisHor. We are ready to vote. We will have to 
discontinue this discussion. Mrs. Giesler rose to speak a few mo- 
ments ago; I think she should be heard. 

Mrs. Frep Giester, of Iowa Conference. I think this should be 
left just as it is in the Discipline, because we know that the larger 
representation we have of our churches at these meetings, the more 
people we get to know what we are doing, and if we cut off these 
members from these societies they never know what is going on in 
the church. 

Voices. That ’s right. 

The item was stricken out. 

Dr. R. J. Wuire, of Erie Conference.~ I would move that the 
treasurers of other societies not named, that are properly recognized 
in the Church, be recognized as members of the quarterly confer- 
ence. I know that in our church every once in a while we have a 
society formed. For instance, last winter a brotherhood was organ- 
ized, and. they have their officers, and I think that their organiza-~ 
tion: has been very helpful to the church, and in other churches these 
societies will be organized, and we have just arranged that the men 
can organize themselves into a missionary society, so I am in favor 
of recognizing as members of the quarterly conference the proper 
officers of these other societies, 

THE Presiping BisHor. Do you offer that as an amendment? 

Dr. Wuire. Yes. 

Seconded. 

Rey. G. H. Hinton, of Neosho Conference. It seems to me this is 
multiplicity. We can organize as many fraternal societies as we 
want, and they would be members of the quarterly conference. We 
cannot always tell as to the character and competency of those that 
are connected with it. Now, I think, Mr. Chairman, we are trying 
to load the church down with a great amount of superfluous matter. 

Rev. J. E. SHannon, of White River Conference. I agree heartily 
with the brother who has just spoken. I know congregations that 
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have all kinds of organizations, swimming clubs, driving clubs, who, 
according to this motion, every last one of them would be a member 
of the quarterly conference. 

The amendment did not prevail. 

The secretary then read as follows: 


In paragraph 10 of the same section insert the word “may” between 
the words “and” and “arrange,” in the third line, and strike out the 
_ words “as the quarterly conference may direct,” in the fourth and 
fifth lines. It will then read, “It shall renew the license of exhorters 
and quarterly conference preachers annually if they are found worthy 
and may arrange a plan for local preachers to preach regularly at 
stated places.” y 

Page 36, Section VI., shall be numbered Section VIII. Amend 
paragraph 1 of this section by inserting after the word “choice,” in the 
sixth line, the words, “and an alternate shall be elected at the same 
time and in like manner.” It will then read, “And one layman from 
each charge in the conference, who shall be elected by ballot at the 
third or last session of the quarterly conference in the year, a majority 
of all the votes cast being necessary to a choice; and an alternate shall 
be elected at the same time and in like manner.” 


Gerorce A. Wore, of Pennsylvania Conference. On page 36, Sec- 
tion 6, Annual Conference Members, Article I., add after the word 
“received” in second line, “the conference secretaries, treasurer, mem- 
bers of all conference boards, the president of the Woman’s Mission- 
ary Association of the conference Branch.” The paragraph will then 
read: 


The annual conference shall consist of all elders and licentiate | 
preachers who have been duly received, the conference secretaries, 
treasurer, members of all conference boards, the president of the 
Woman’s Missionary Association of the conference Branch, and one 
layman from each charge in the conference, who shall be elected by 
ballot at the third or last session of the quarterly conference in the 
year, a majority of all the votes cast being necessary to a choice and an 
alternate shall be elected at the same time and in like manner. 

- Grorce A. WOLFE. 
W. A. Lurz. 


Grorce A. WoLtre. There are some conferences that have their 
secretary among the laity; quite a number of conferences have their 
treasurer among the laity. A few members of your various boards 
are carried over the year from the laity, and are not reélected as dele- 
gates to the conference at its next session. We ought to honor the 
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grand work of our women, and give them representation in our an- 
nual conferences. This will not add to the number of your confer- 
ence members a half dozen, and yet it will] give those people who 
work by the year on these various boards a chance to vote on the 
different questions that come before the conference. [ hope you will 
have this done. 

DR sy te Scueiy, of East Nebraska Conference. This matter 
came before the committee, and it was earnestly pressed. The com- 
mittee entirely opposed it, with the exception of one member. Now, 
as a rule, the secretary of the conference is already a member of the 
conference. It is a rare instance where there is an exception to this 
rule. The same statement applies to the office of treasurer of the 
annual conference. As to the representation of the Woman’s Mis- 
sionary Association, they are generally represented, they are gen- 
erally given an evening, they have their say, and the committee was 
absolutely opposed to lumbering up our annual conferences, and we 
therefore think that this amendment should be voted down. 

W. A. Lurz, of Pennsylvania Conference. I was the member of 
the committee who opposed that action of Dr. Schell, and I am glad 
that I did oppose it, and I am here to stand for this proposition 
now. In our annual conference last fall this question faced us. Our 
conference treasurer was a layman; he had to do with all the funds; 
he sat in the conference every day, and yet was not allowed one privi- 
lege of that conference. There are members of our missionary com- 
mittee in the annual conference who are not members sometimes of 
the annual conference, because they are not elected as delegates. 
They have no right in the conference, and at one conference recently 
they were invited to go outside and stay away from the conference 
while the conference had a private session. Now, I believe this, 
brethren, that on behalf of the laity that we should not crowd the 
laity out on this ground. 


Dr. W. E. Scuetn, Are there not as many laymen in the annual 
conference as ministers, or is not each charge represented 2 

Grorce A. Wo.rr. May I ask the brother a question? Where are 
those people who obtain a local relation and pass out of the conference 
again, and only come back once a year and vote, and return to another 
denomination ? 

W. A. Lurz. I would like to ask Bishop Mills to speak on this; he 
knows all about it. 
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Mrs. Witt was then called for. 

Mrs. B. F. Wirt, of Miami Conference, Corresponding Secretary of 
the Woman’s Missionary Society. I just want to say ene word for the 
women’s work. You very happily voted that in the quarterly confer- 
ence relations the presidents and treasurers of the local woman’s 
society shall have a membership, then why object to any one at all rep- 
resenting them in annual conference? The women come with fra- 
ternal greetings to you, but they have no official relation. Would it 
not be courteous to give the president of the branch an official relation 
with the annual conference? 

Rey. G. H. Hinton, of Neosho Conference. The reason we objected 
to it—I was on the committee; we are willing to stand by them, but if 
you vote this amendment you conflict with the law. You increase your | 
lay representation in the conference—they already are too large—now 
vote this amendment and you simply ride over the law that is already 
in your statutes. How are we going to do it? That increases the 
laity and gives them an increase over the ministry. 

Rev. BE. R. Baser, of Northwest Kansas Conference. I move the 
previous question. 

Seconded. 

The amendment was lost. 

Dr. D. R. Mitter. I move that in all annual conferences which are 
properly incorporated that the members of the boards of trustees there- 
of, not otherwise members, be constituted ex officio members of the 
conference. 

Seconded. 

Dr. Mituer. I only wish to say this, that these are generally mem- 
bers of the conference, but there are noble exceptions, and I wish to 
provide that where these exceptions obtain, such as most active lay- 
men that are on these boards, that are not elected as delegates, they 
shall have a seat in the conference and participate in its business. 

Dr. Func. My I ask Dr. Miller this question: Would you allow 
the word “annual” to go in before “conference” ? 

Dr. Miter. Yes, cheerfully. 

The motion did not prevail. 

The assistant seeretary then read as follows: 


In paragraph three of the same section insert the words “by ballot” 
betweem the word “elect” and the ward “one” in the first line. ‘ It will 
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then read, “The conference shall elect by ballot one or more secre- 
taries.” ‘ 

Page 38, Section VII., shall be Section IX. Strike out paragraph 
2, entitled “Conference Representation,” and insert the following in 
its stead: 

CONFERENCE REPRESENTATION, 


“The annual conference shall be represented in the General Confer- 
ence according to the following ratios: All conferences having less 
than two thousand members shall be entitled to two delegates, one 
ministerial and one lay; two thousand and less than four thousand, 
two ministerial and two lay; four thousand and less than eight thou- 
sand, three ministerial and three lay; eight thousand and less than 
fourteen thousand, four ministerial and four lay; over fourteen thou- 
sand, five ministerial and five lay. (Estimate, 226.) 


Proressor Krppen, of California Conference. In this amendment, 
as it stands, the conference will notice that the unit is two, then four, 
then six, then eight, and, instead of making it sixteen, it drops down 
to fourteen. It was eight and the next would have been sixteen. It 
seems to me that we are providing for too large a General Conference. 
We are going to add a hundred thousand people to our membership, 
and we are providing practically for a Conference of three hundred 
and fifty or four hundred people, if we do that thing. It seems to me 
it would be better to substitute the unit three for the unit two, so 
that it would read: “The annual conferences shall be represented in 
the General Conference according to the following ratios: All con- 
ferences having less than three thousand members shall be entitled to 
two delegates, one ministerial and one lay; three thousand and less 
than six thousand, two ministerial and two lay; six thousand and less 
than twelve thousand, three ministerial and three lay; twelve thou- 
sand and less than twenty-four thousand, four ministerial and four 
lay; over twenty-four thousand, five ministerial and five lay.” I so 
move. 

Seconded. 

Rey. J. T. Roserts, of White River Conference. I move the follow- 
ing as a substitute: 


The annual conferences shall be represented in the General Confer- 
ence according to the following ratios: All conferences having less 
than three thousand members shall be entitled to two delegates, one 
ministerial and one lay; three thousand and less than seven thousand, 
two ministerial and two lay; seven thousand and less than twelve 
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thousand, three ministerial and three lay; twelve thousand and less 
than eighteen thousand, four ministerial and four lay; above eighteen 
thousand, five ministerial and five lay. 
J. T. Roperts. 
_J. EK. SHANNON. 


Dr. D. R. Senerr, of Lower Wabash Conference. Would it be ad- 
missible to offer a substitute for both of these? 

Tuer Presipinc BisHor. I suppose it has gone as far as it can go 
until we vote. 

Dr. Senerr. As a substitute I would like to bring it before the Con- 
ference. 

Tur Presipinc Bisuop. Amend the substitute. 

Dr. Senerr. I move to amend Brother Roberts’s substitute, as fol- 
lows: A 


That conferences having three thousand members or fewer shall be 
represented in the General Conference by one ministerial and one lay 
delegate. All other conferences shall have one minister and one lay 


delegate for every three thousand members. 
D. R. SENEFF. 


J. B. Connett. 

Seconded. 

Dr. Senerr. It would reduce this body to 174 members, or a reduc- 
tion of eighty-four. 

Dr. W. E. Scuett, of East Nebraska Conference. I rise to a ques- 
tion. While this is brought to us as an amendment, is it not really a 
substitute? It is really a substitute, is it not? 

THe Presipinc BisHop. That is the object of amending; to get an _ 
amendment is to substitute. 

Dr. W. E. Scuett. But the point I make—we have here a substi- 
tute; this is not an amendment, but a substitute. aie 

Tur Presiine BisHop. It takes the place of the whole. I believe 
this is correct; I should have to so decide. The substitute is prac- 
tically an amendment. The first was an amendment, and this we shall 
have to accept as a substitute. Dr. Seneff’s paper is before you. 

Dr. W. E. Scuett. The point I make, if the first additional matter 
that was brought up here is a substitute, this is a substitute; it is just 
like the other. 

Tue Presipinc Bisuop. Technically, that is true. 

Dr. ScueLL. It is true in fact. This is one of the most difficult 


669 


TWENTY-FOURTH GENERAL CONFERENCE 


matters that the committee had to consider, and Mr. Chairman and 
members of this Conference, it, will be impossible to pass or arrange 
this to suit everybody. It would be impossible to fix a basis of repre- 
sentation to suit every member of this Conference. I think we should 
vote down all these substitutes and amendments, 

Dr. D. R. Senerr. There is one thing that we agree on, I think, 
and that is that this large body is too large, unnecessarily large; that 
the representation ought to be reduced very materially. This gives us 
fair representation; it reduces the number to 172, which is large 
enough, a reduction of eighty-four. We ought to reach something 
practical, 

Rey. J. A. F. Kine. I move the previous question. 

Seconded. 

Tue Presipine Bisoor. The previous question is ordered. 

Dr. Funx. May I ask Brother Roberts a question? How many del- 
egates would there be in the body according to your substitute? 

Rev. J. T. Rogerts. I would say this: In the first place, if I under- 
stand the amendment to the substitute, it means three delegates to 
every three thousand; it would make more than we have now. Oon- 
cerning my substitute as it now is, and including the three, China, the 
Philippines, and Chicamauga, that are mission conferences, it would 
make 193 delegates, including the seven bishops. Taking the report 
as it comes from the committee, it would make about 250, including 
the bishops. 

Rev. W. Woop, of Oklahoma Conference. I would like to have a 
little information in regard to Professor Keppel’s amendment as to 
how many he would make. 

Rev. J. A. F. Kine. Was it not decided that the previous question 
was called for? 

Tue: Prestpine Bisor. Yes: _ 

DRA. ©; Witmors, of White River Conference. You have figured 
wrong on Brother Seneff’s arrangement. If any man will take the 
figures of the membership of this Church, he will see that this is 
wrong. It will only be 178 delegates. 

The amendment of Dr. Seneff was lost. 

The substitute of Rey. J. T. Roberts was lost. 

Rey. W. O. Sirrert, of East Ohio Conference. I move we do now 
adjourn. 

Seconded. 
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THe Presipine Bisnop. The order before us is Professor Keppel’s 
amendment. 

Dr. Funk. <A question of privilege. I want to ask. Professor Kep- 
pel a question: How many representatives would this give the Church 
in this body on the present basis? 

Proressor Kerren. If the chair please, as near as I can neue i on 
the present basis, it would not run over 150. 

Dr. Funk. D6 not belittle us, brethren. 

Professor Keppel’s motion was lost. 

Rev. J. W. Litzy, of Sandusky Conference. I submit that this 
committee has given this matter careful thought. I would like to ask 
if these delegates have not had an opportunity to go before this com- 
mittee and present their ideas, and if, after hearing them, they have 
brought you what they have. 

Proressor Kepren. I would like to call the attention of the Oon- 
ference to one thing, and then to a very slight amendment. Under a 
rule that—that rule of the Discipline which provides that representa- 
tion shall be according to ratio. Now I submit to the Conference that 
the report, as submitted by the committee, conforms to the constitu- 
tional and disciplinary rule until it comes to 14,000, and then it 
drops away from the ratio and takes an arbitrary number. The num- 
ber, if you will look at it, is 2, 4, 6, 8; it is double. It should be six- 
teen, and I would move that where it says fourteen, it should say six- 
teen. I move that as an amendment. 

Dr. Funk. Certainly; in answer to that, it does not say in the Dis- 
cipline that we shall hold to that ratio the whole way through. There 
has never been any thought of that kind. 

Tue Presiping BisHop. The motion is on the adoption of the re- 
port as brought by the committee on this item of it. As many as are 
favorable indicate by uplifted hand. Opposed, like sign. 

It was adopted. 

The secretary read as follows: 


Page 39; paragraph 7, of the same section, strike out the words “ 
the month,” in the fourth line, and insert the words, “between the fee 
and fifteenth.” It will then read, “Shall be held invariably between 
the first and fifteenth of November.” 


Rey. A. C. Witmore. I move to amend that item by saying “between 
the 15th and 30th of November,” instead of between the 1st and 15th. 


Seconded. 
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Rey. J. R. Cuampers, of Neosho Conference. I think it should be 
just as it is. We have nice weather in November. That way we 
would cut down two chances to vote. 

Tue Presipine BisHor. As many as are favorable, lift the hand. 
Opposed, like sign. 

It prevailed. 

THE Presipine BisHop. On the amendment as amended, lift the 
hand. Opposed, like sign. 

The amendment as amended was adopted. 

The secretary read the next item as follows: 


Page 39. To paragraph 8 of the same section add the words, “pro- 
vided that only members of the Church who have reached the age of 
fourteen years shall be entitled to vote at this election.” It will then 
read, “A meeting of the members of said church for the purpose of 
casting their ballot for delegates to represent them in the General 
Conference, provided that only members of the Church who have 
reached the age of fourteen years shall be entitled to vote at this 
election.” 


Proressor Kerrey. I move to strike that out—the age restriction. 

Seconded. 

It was stricken out. 

Dr. Scuetz. I move we adopt the report as a whole. 

Seconded. 

It was adopted. 

Dr. Funk. I move we do now adjourn. 

Seconded. 

Dr. Cornett. The Committee on Church Union recommends the 
appointment of a committee of three to confer with the committees 
of other denominations to arrange for the time and place of the Gen- 
eral Council. I wish the chair would entertain a motion that the 
bishops appoint that committee of three for that purpose. 

Tue Presipine Bisnor. The motion to adjourn will take precedence. 

Secrerary Snyper. Rev. C. H. Cox will lead the devotions this 
afternoon. It was agreed that the adjournment should be at one 
o’clock. 


Conference arose and sang “Praise God, from whom all blessings 
flow,” with benediction by Bishop Bell. . 
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NINTH DAY—AFTERNOON SESSION, 


SaTurDAY, May 20, 1:10 p. m. 

Bishop Carter presiding. 

Rev. C. H. Cox of West Virginia conducted the devotional ser- 
vice, and S. E. Kumler of Miami led the song service. Song No. 182, 
“My Jesus, I love thee,” was followed by the reading of the Nine- 
teenth Psalm. The service closed with prayer by Rev. A. Orr. 

THE Presiping Bisuop. Is there any miscellaneous business? 

Rey. A. P. Funxuouser, of Virginia Conference. I desire to offer 
this resolution: 


Wuereas, It has been brought to the attention of this Conference 
that some of its members will leave its session for home to-day; and, 
whereas, many are far from home, and the journey will require more 
than a day’s travel, 

Resolved, That we regret the haste and failure to discharge dele- 
gated duties involved in this course, and we deplore and condemn the 
desecration of the Sabbath by this unnecessary travel. 

5 A. P. FunKHOUSER. 
I. BEnNEHOFr?. 


Tue Presipine Bisnop. This will be referred to the proper com- 
mittee. 

Rev. A. P. FunxHouser. J move the rules be suspended and the 
resolution be put upon its passage. = 

Seconded. . 

It was so ordered. 

Tue Presiping BisHorp. Those who will pass this resolution will 
show the hand. Those opposed, like sign. It was adopted. 

Rey. L. W. Sraunzu. Are we under miscellaneous business yet? I 
would like to read a resolution. 


Resolved, That all parts of the Discipline which are not in harmony 
with the acts of this General Conference are hereby repealed, and 
that we authorize the editor or editors of the Discipline to make all 
parts of the Discipline harmonize with the acts of this General Con- 


oti 5 
erence L. W. StaHt, 
S. S. Houeu. 


R. H. Bennett, of Neosho Conference. I wonder if the gentleman 
will not incorporate in that, “so far as verbal changes are concerned” ? 
Rev. L. W. Stauu. I accept that. 
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Rev. W. Woon, ef ONahoma Conference. I wish to move an 
amendment, that the editor ef the Religious Telescope and the Pub- 
shing Agent edit the new Discipline. 

Tae Presmxe Bisser. This paper is before you. That will be 
another matter. These who will pass this paper will please sho 
the hand. Conirary, like sign. It was approved. 

Dr. Fung. May I have the consent of the General Conference te 
present this: The rales of order do not provide for the election of 
a Church Treasurer. I would suggest that it be put where it has been : 
before—just following the Missionary Secretary. 

Tse Prespmxe Eisner. Will yeu do this hy commen consent? be 

Tt was agreed to. : ; 

Rev. H. C. Cox, af West Virginia Conference. In that part of the 
Discipline we passed over there is one clause en page 45, paragraph 7, _ 
with reference to the course of reading for quarterly-conference — 
preachers; the word “reading” is used im two cases. I move the word 
“reading” be stricken out, and the werd “studies” substituted. : 

This was agreed to by common consent - 

Rev. A. P. Fuxsnouser. I move that we proceed with the ele 
tion of officers, beginning with the Charch Treasurer. 

Seconded. ¥ 

Rev. S. W. Kuster. I move that reports requiring the election of _ 
beards have precedence ever reports that do noi have such require- 
ment. ; 

Seconded. 

Tt was so ordered. 

Da. L. S. Coane, of Colorado Conference. I wish to renew the 
motion I made yesterday before adjournment with reference to the. 
appointment of a committee of three by this body in harmony with 
the Commitiee on Church Unien. I wish to renew that motion at 
this time, and move that the bishops be authorized to appoint a eam- 
mittee of three, whose business it will be to confer with the com 
mittees of the other two deneminati te arrange for a time 
place of the first general council. a "a 

Seconded. 

Tt was so ordered. 7 

Rev. D. R. Mirize, of Sandusky Conference. Now, Mr. President, 
T have a matter to present that I think this conference will take ac__ 
tion on at this time. Tt pertains to the interpretation of a dause in 
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the Discipline as to the election of Trustees of the Publishing House. 
Some claim that there must be a number elected from each district; 
others claim that the selection of persons nominated under that rule 
is sufficient to satisfy the law, and to settle this matter during this 
Conference, I present the following resolution: se 


Resolved, That we regard the election of Trustees of the Printing 
Establishment as regular, and therefore that the election stand. 


Seconded. 

R. H. Benyert, of Neosho Conference. A point of order. The 
matter involved was passed upon by a vote of this conference, and 
unless it is desired to reconsider that, it is the action of this General 
Conference as to the interpretation to be placed upon it. 

THE Presipine Bisuop. I think the point of order is well taken. 

Dr. D. R. Minizr. Allow me to say in reply to that, that there 
is a difference of opinion as to whether that action was taken or not. 
There is, perhaps, half or more of this body that did not so under- 
stand. 

THe Presipine BisHop. I think that is so, and I think it is proper 
to take the test now, and we can do it in a few minutes. Those 
who will pass this resolution will show the hand. Those opposed, 
like sign. It was adopted. 

Dr. W. O. Frizs. I have a resolution which I desire to present. 

Rey. 8S. W. Keister. J rise to a point of order. A motion is be- 
fore the house and seconded that we proceed to the election of Church 
Treasurer. 

Rey. J. G. Huser, of Miami Conference. I move as a substitute, 
that we take up the report of the Young People’s Society. It sug- 
gests certain officers, and’ would have to go before the Committee 
on Nominations. It is necessary for this to be acted upon before 
the Committee on Nominations can act. 


Seconded. 
Dr. Funk. As to the amendment, I am sure if we had the time 


this afternoon we could do both, but we are told that many are going 
away, and the general officers ought to be elected by this body in 
its entirety as nearly as possible. The Young People’s movement is 
important, but it certainly could wait for the election of the general 


officers of this Church. 
Rey. J. G. Huser. That is why I insist upon this. This may or 
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may not create another general officer, and the Committee on Nomi- 
nations will have to select persons. This other can wait. 

Dr. D. R. Senerr. J am not in favor of doing anything to accom- 
modate delegates who rush home from this body unless they have a 
very urgent excuse. It is our obligation to remain here until our 
work is done. 

The amendment did not prevail. 

Tue Presiping BisHop. You will now prepare your ballots for 
Church Treasurer. 

Dr. Funs. I move you that the board of tellers, with Professor 
Keppel as the efficient chairman, conduct this ballot and count it. 

It was so ordered. 

Proressor Keppren. I am willing to serve on this if somebody will 
see that that report on constitutional law is heard and acted upon. 
It is ready for consideration; if somebody will see that it is taken 
up, all right. 

This was agreed to. 

Dr. Funk. I ask that the report of the Committee on Constitu- 
tional Law be taken up by general consent and read while the* com- 
mittee is counting the ballot. 

This was agreed to. 

The ballots were collected, and the tellers retired to the committee- 
room to proceed with the count. 

Assistant Secretary Schaeffer then read the report of the Com- 
mittee on Constitutional Law, as follows: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTIONAL LAW. 


The Committee on Constitutional Law, consisting of J. C. Myers, 
chairman; 8. F. Huber, R. H. Bennett, S. W. Lott, and Mark Keppel, 
met on May 20, 1905, and organized by electing Mark Keppel secre- 
tary. 

The committee considered the questions submitted to them and re- 
port as follows: 

1. That the Board of Trustees of the Printing Establishment be 
authorized to change the corporate name of that organization to the 
name as 1t appears in the constitution of the United Brethren Church : 
namely, “The United Brethren Printing Establishment.” . 

2. That the Home, Frontier, and Foreign Missionary Society can 
be legally divided in accordance with the action of the General Gon- 
ference taken yesterday, except that the department designated “Home 
Missionary Society of the United Brethren in Christ,” legal successor 
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to the Home, Frontier, and Foreign Missionary Society, in its home 
work, should be designated “Home Missionary Society of the United 
Brethren in Christ,” legal successor to the Home, Frontier, and For- 
eign Missionary Society in its home and frontier work. 
Respectfully submitted, 
J. OC. Myrrs, Chairman. 
Mark Keppen, Secretary. 

Dr. Funk. I move its adoption. 

Seconded. 

Dr. Bierman, of Eastern Pennsylvania. JI move we consider that 
item by item. 

Seconded. 

Tue Presipinc BisHop. It is moved and seconded that we con- 
sider this report item by item. . Those who will so order will show 
the hand. Those opposed, like sign. It was so ordered. 

Assistant secretary reads as follows: 


1. That the Board of Trustees of the Printing Establishment be 
authorized to change the corporate name of that organization to the 
name as it appears in the constitution of the United Brethren Church ; 
namely, “The United Brethren Printing Establishment.” 


This was agreed to. 
Assistant secretary reads as follows: 


2. That the Home, Frontier, and Foreign Missionary Society can 
be legally divided in accordance with the action of the General Con- 
ference taken yesterday, except that the department designated “Home 
Missionary Society of the United Brethren in Christ,” legal successor 
to the Home, Frontier, and Foreign Missionary Society, in its home 

-work, should be designated “Home Missionary Society of the United 
Brethren in Christ,” legal successor to the Home, Frontier, and For- 
eign Missionary Society in its home and frontier work. 


Dr. Func. I move the adoption of this report and the change be 
made in accordance therewith. 

Seconded. 

The report was adopted, and the change was so ordered. 

Rev. Georce P. Hort, of Virginia Conference. I move we take up 
the report of the Young People’s Society. 

Seconded. 

It was so ordered. 

The assistant secretary then read the report as follows: 
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! 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON YOUNG PEOPLE’S SOCIETIES. 


We, your committee, beg leave to report as follows: 

1. That we recommend an assessment of one-half cent per member 
on the Church, to be collected through the annual conferences for the 
maintenance of the young people’s work throughout the denomina- 
tion, with a view to the appointment of a field secretary by the execu- 
tive council in conjunction with the foreign missionary board. 

2. We recommend that the policy of freedom of affiliation with the 
general society of Christian Endeavor, as outlined by the executive 
council, be endorsed. 

3. That the executive council issue for the church a model con- 
stitution for both Christian Union and Christian Endeavor societies. 

4. That under Article VITI., page 101, of the Junior Constitution 
in the Discipline this note be inserted: “This constitution, with the 
proper changes, may also serve as a model constitution for the inter- 
mediate societies. 

5. That Section 3, Article VI., page 97, be changed so as to read: 
“It shall be the duty of the conference Branch to have a complete 
list of the societies in the conference, to report them to the correspond- 
ing secretary of the General Union, and to collect from each senior 


to the treasurer of the General Union. 

6. We recommend that the General Conference ask the next Bi-. 
ennial convention of the Y. P. Q. U. to make the editor of the W. atch- 
word the corresponding secretary of the General Y. PoC ae: 

G. D. Gossarp, Chairman, 

G. W. Miuizr, Secretary, 

J. G. Huser, 

Mrs. Mary Mrap, 

D. E. Donty, 

Mrs. JosEerH Ricuer, 
CrarueEs Sac, 

C. L. Raymonn, 

Mrs. J. R. Kio, 

Iba WittiaMs, 
Committee. 


It was moved and seconded to strike out the first item. 

Rey. J. G. Huser, President. of the Young People’s Christian 
Union. I would like to say a few words on this item of our report. 
Our organization is about fifteen years old, and during that time it 
has supported itself. It has never received one dollar from the 
Church as such, and we feel that the organization stands for enough 
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in value and power and in possibilities for it to receive the support 
of the denomination in a practical way. We have heard a great 
deal in these days about what the Young People’s Society has done 
in the way of supporting missions, in the way of conferences, in the 
way of strengthening the Church, and why should not the Church 
give it support? Not a support adequate to its possibilities or to its 
value, but such support as will help to put it on its feet and help 
strengthen it, and help its more general organization throughout the 
Chureh. I want to say to you that this does not mean the election 
of a secretary by the General Conference; it does not necessarily 
mean the appointment of a General Secretary by the Missionary 
Board in conjunction with the Young People’s Society exactly, but 
it does mean that if the Foreign Missionary Board and the Young 
People’s society shall determine to appoint a secretary, they may do 
so. I do not believe that should be done right away—not until we 
get a little money—but it would mean that in time we would have a 
secretary and be hooked up in the foreign missionary work. You 
heard a few days ago that the Foreign Missionary Board made a 
proposition to the Young People’s organization to support a Young 
People’s secretary in the mission field. We want to be independent 
in this matter. We feel like elevating that. We want to have a 
hand in his support because we want him, if we should appoint him, 
not only to represent missions, but to represent Christian steward- 
ship, and the organization of new societies, the methods of work that 
the Young People’s society stands for, and all of the phases of this 
great work in our denomination. We would like to have a part in 
his support. Much has been said of the Young People’s society. We 
would like to see this thing tested by the appointment of a secretary 
at this time, if the Young People’s council and board should so de- 
termine. Just test it. That is all. I beg of you to give us this item. 

Mrs. Heten Goutp, of Minnesota Conference. If it be in order, 
I would say that this assessment should be allowed. If one-half of 
the money we pay out for chewing gum were put into this, it would 
be a great help to the Young People’s society. 

Dr. R. J. Wutre, of Erie Conference. I am in favor of striking 
out this item. It seems to me that the fact that an assessment is 
to be made and money collected—that money must be spent in some 
way, that that contemplates the appointment of a field secretary— 
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another general officer. Now, if we are to assess the Church and 
the General Conference is to niake provisions, then, brother, I think the 
General Conference ought to elect him. IT am in hearty sympathy with 
the Young People’s work. It is a blessed work, but let us remember that 
every minister in this Church is a field secretary; every preacher is 
seeking to establish that work in his own church and in his own con- 
ference. Then, as you read on, it is already contemplated that the 
Christian Union and Christian Endeavor Society shall work together, 
and the Christian Endeavor Society, as we all know, is organized in 
every city and every State, and they have these field officers, and we are 
to work in sympathy with them. I know that our Church in Buffalo 
gets a great deal of benefit because of its Christian Endeavor Soci- 
ety that works in harmony with that organization, and I know an- 
other thing, that the association with those brethren does not in any 
measure destroy the loyalty of our young people to their own work. 
I am opposed to the multiplication of superintendents. Just think 
of it, brethren. I am opposed to it. I think we have enough. 

Tue Presiping Bisuorp. Before the question is put, I desire to say 
that the report of the tellers on the order of the day is present; will 
you hear? 


REPORT OF THE BOARD OF TELLERS FOR CHURCH TREASURER. 


Secretary Snyder read the reports of tellers for Church Treasurer. 
Votes cast, 174. Necessary to a choice, 88. 
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L. O. Miller was elected Church Treasurer. 

Rev. G. D. Gossarp, of Pennsylvania Conference. I am opposed 
to striking out this article. (Referring to the first item of the Young 
People’s report.) 

THE Presipinc Bisuor. Will you just hold that for the order of 
the day and the discussion will go forward while the tellers are out? 
What is your pleasure touching the order of the day? You will 
now prepare your ballots for Church-Erection Secretary. Before 
taking this ballot, Brother Coblentz wishes to make a statement. 
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Rev. 8. C. Costenrz. To the General Conference: Several per- 
sons have asked me what I thought, or desired, concerning my elec- 
tion to the position held by our Secretary and now honored bishop, 
W. M. Weekley, D. D. To all I have said that I did not feel that 
I .could nearly duplicate his work, especially in the office. It is 
enough that I have had the honor of helping in a humble way to 
achieve the results shown at this Conference. Aside from being 
away from home, I rejoice in field work. If not needed there, I shall 
rejoice to return to the pastorate, which is the greatest gift and high- 
est position the Church has to give. I rejoice over the privilege of 
. seeing you here to-day, remembering how, with others, I invited you 
to the West and to our city for the session of this General Conference. 

Tue Presiping BisHop. You will proceed with the ballot for 
Church-Erection Secretary. 

The ballots were collected. 

TuHeE Presiping BisHor. Now, while the tellers retire, Brother Gos- 
sard has the floor on the amendment. 

Rey. G. D. Gossarp. I am opposed! to the amendment to strike out 
the recommendation on Young People’s work. My reason for saying 
that is this: We have got in touch with a great many of the represen- 
tatives of our Young People’s work in the North, South, East, and 
West, and we have secured the opinions of ‘people from all these 
directions, and I believe as they believe, that it will be for the best 
interest of the organization to have such secretary at this time, to 
work up the spiritual interest as well as the financial interest among 
our people. We have secretaries for our Sabbath school; we have 
secretaries for foreign missions, for home missions; we have secre- 
taries to look after the general interests of the Church, and we 
believe they all more than pay for the amount of money spent. We 
believe if this is adopted it will pay the Church not only in spiritu- 
ality, but financially as well, and the assessment on the Church will 
be one-half cent per member. The Sunday school has three cents; 
we ask one-sixth as much. I know if that amount is spent on the 
young people it will be a great benefit. There are a great many 
people who thought that we ought to have a secretary devoted 
entirely to Young People’s work; there are others who thought we 
ought to have him attend to missionary work. We made a compro- 
mise. The executive council thought we ought to have a secretary 
unanimously, but we compromised by saying, Let the Church pay 
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part of the charge, one-half cent per member, and let the Missionary 
Society pay the rest; and let kim spend part of his time in working 
for missions. The amount of money we will get above that we are 
now getting will much more than pay his salary, and therefore we 
are much in favor of seeing this recommendation that comes from 
the committee accepted and not stricken out. Let us be in earnest 
in developing this work and put our hearts and souls into it. 

Tue Presipine Bisnor. Will you proceed with the order of the 
day ? 

The order of the day was called for. 

THe Presipinc BisHop. Will you prepare your ballots for Gen- 
eral Secretary of the Sunday-School Board? 

Dr. R. J. Wurre. Is that the order of the day until we have the 
other vote? 

THe Presiping Bisuop. “Then you will further consider this 
" amendment. 

Rev. R. H. Hess, of West Virginia Conference. One-half cent on 
each member does not seem to be very much, but it means $1,300 as 
a whole annually. Of course a cent on a member does not seem 
very much, but when you put the many cents together that go for 
these many interests of the Church, we find we are under a pretty 
heavy taxation to start with, in all this Church, with all the com- 
plicated machinery as we have it now, and I am in favor of striking 
this item out, and letting the work go on as it is. 

Rey. N. J. MoInryrr, of Erie Conference. I am equally sure that 
we do not want this. If we are going to raise an assessment for 
everything, why not raise an assessment to put a secretary in the field 
for every work of the Church, Ladies’ Aid Society and everything 
else, and let us support them. The fact of the case is, the young 
people delight in helping the Church, and we do not believe we 
ought to tie them up. I believe we ought to give them a chance, « 

The assistant secretary read the item moved to be stricken out as 
follows: 


1. That we recommend an assessment of one-half cent per member 
on the Church, to be collected through the annual conferences for the 
maintenance of the young people’s work throughout the denomina- 
tion, with a view to the appointment of a field secretary by the execu- 
tive council in conjunction with the foreign missionary board. 
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Tue Presipinc BisHor. Those who will pass this amendment will 
show the hand. Those opposed, like sign. It is stricken out. 

Division called for. : 

Tue Presipine BisHop. Those favoring the amendment will rise, 
stand, and be counted. The amendment is to strike out the first item 
of the report. One hundred and twenty arose. 

Tue Preswwine Bisuop. Those opposed to striking out will stand 
until you are counted. Thirty-eight arose. 

Tue Presipinc Bisuor. It is stricken out. 

The assistant secretary read as follows: 


2. We recommend that the policy of freedom of affiliation with the 
general society of Christian Endeavor, as outlined by the executive 


council, be endorsed. 
3. That the executive council issue for the church a model con- 
stitution for both Christian Union and Christian Endeavor societies. 


Ww. A. Lurz, of Pennsylvania Conference. I move that Items 2 
and 3 be stricken out and offer the following substitute: 


We recommend that all our local societies be dominated Y. P. S. 
QO. E., and that we adopt the model constitution of the Christian En- 
deavor Society with the pledge, that our denominational union be a 


union of all the local Endeavor societies of the denomination. 
W. A. Lutz. 


G. M. SPANGLER. 


Rey. 8. L. Topp, of Indiana Conference. There is already a pro- 
vision that those that want to do that can do it. We do not wish 
this General Conference to vote that our young people shall do 
something they do not wish to do. The majority ef our young people 
are not in favor of anything of the kind. ; 

The substitute was lost. 

Assistant secretary read as follows: 


4. That under Article VIIL., page 101, of the J unior Constitution 
in the Discipline this note be inserted: “This constitution, with the 
proper changes, may also serve as a model constitution for the inter- 
mediate societies. 

5. That Section 3, Article VI., page 97, be changed so as to read: 
“Tt shall be the duty of the conference Branch to have a complete 
list of the societies in the conference, to report them to the correspond- 
ing secretary of the General Union, and to collect from each senior 
society an annual due of one dollar, half of which shall be paid over to 
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the General Union, and to collect from each intermediate and junior 
society annual due of fifty cents, half of which shall also be forwarded 
to the treasurer of the General Union. 

6. We recommend that the General Conference ask the next Bi- 
ennial convention of the Y. P. O. U. to make the editor of the Watch- 
word the corresponding secretary of the General Y. P. C. U. 


Dr. R. J. Wire. Does that sixth item refer to this General Con- 
ference ? ; 

THe Presipinc Bisuor. I decide that it does. 

Dr. W. O. Fries, of Sandusky Conference. I move that we adopt 
the report. 

Seconded. 

The report was adopted. ; 

THe Presiping BisHop. The report of the tellers is ready on 
Church-Erection Secretary. 

REPORT OF THE BOARD OF TELLERS FOR CHURCH-ERECTION SECRETARY. 

Secretary Snyper.* The report of the tellers on Church-Erection 


Secretary is as follows: Total vote, 197, making necessary to a 
choice, 99. 
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There was no election. 

Tue Presipine Brsuor. There being no election, you will prepare . 
your ballots for another vote. 

Tue Presipine BisHor. The president of the Union Biblical Sem- 
inary wants to make a statement. ; : : 

Dr. Grorce A. FunkHousrr. I think you members of the Generdl 
Conference know that during the year we issued a bulletin. We have 
issued two numbers. The purpose is to get in close touch with all 
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the young persons who are looking towards the ministry or mission- 
ary work, and through the courtesy of the bishops and the secretaries 
of the conferences we have secured the names of a great many young 
men who are in colleges. Now, you can be of a great deal of help 
in getting the names of these young men, or if you will write me 
the names, I will send them bulletins regularly. What I would 
rather you would do, if you have men in your quarterly conferences 
who are preparing for the missionary work or the ministry, if you 
will write their names, or send them to me, J will be very glad to 
send them this bulletin. J have a number of bulletins I would be 
glad to send you, or out on your field. This publication has already 
been of great service in getting the attention of the young men to 
the importance of preparing for the ministry and for meeting the 
demands of the Church. 

At this point the secretary read the report of the Committee on 
Devotion. 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON DEVOTION. 


We recommend that this body endorse a resolution that the service 
arranged for Eva Marshall Schontz, of Chicago, President of the 
Y. P. GC. T. U., to be held on Sunday morning at eight o’clock, in the 
Auditorium, be made a part of the General Conference program. 

Also we recommend for endorsement the following resolution: 

Resolved, That we recommend to our churches everywhere that 
they observe the time-honored United Brethren custom of the kneel- 
ing posture in prayer, and that our churches arrange their sittings so 
as to make it practicable. 

; E. R. Baser, 


Mrs. N. A. HENKLE, 
W. R. Berry, Acting Secretary, 
Committee. 


Rev. C. J. Burkert, of Miami Conference. I have a matter rela- 
tive to the Central District and the West Bishop’s District. The West 
has thirteen conferences and the Central ten; so I move that Minne- 
sota Conference be taken from the West District and attached to the 
Central District, making it eleven for the Central and twelve for the 
West. 

Seconded. 

Tue Presipine Bisor. Strictly considered, you would have to re- 
consider that report. 

Dr. W. O. Fries. I move that we reconsider the report. 
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Voices. Consent, consent. 

THE Presipinc Bisuop. There is a general expression of consent. 
If there is general consent, it will save time. 

It was so ordered. 

Rey. S. W. Pauu. There is a resolution attached to the report of 
the Committee on Devotion that has not been considered. I move that 
it be adopted—Mr. Lorenz’s kneeling-posture resolution. 

Seconded. 

Dr. D. R. Minter. It strikes me at this period in the world’s his- 
tory, when the customs of men, women, and children have largely 
changed, that we do not want to adopt such a resolution as that. We 
want to leave the people in the communities free. If I have my pref- 
erence, it is the standing posture, because you can have uniformity in 
the congregation, and I therefore move to strike the resolution from 
the paper. 

Seconded. 

Rey. E. R. Basser, of Northwest Kansas. The paper is only a reso- 
lution. The resolution does not -ask the individual to kneel down on 
a filthy, uncarpeted room. It simply means that we believe in the 
kneeling posture. We believe with the Scriptures, “Come. let us kneel 
before the Lord our Maker.” I am a little surprised, Mr. Chairman 
and brethren of this Conference, at our attitude on this question. 
How many times has this Conference knelt? If our fathers and 
mothers could kneel in their humble homes and rude schoolhouses and 
churches in prayer, surely we can kneel occasionally on this clean 
carpet before the Lord. ‘I do not think, as a Church, we are ready to 
say in this General Conference that we do not believe in the kneeling 
posture, or any recommendation on that point. I think it might be 
well for us to brush the dust from our banners and see whether we 
are United Brethren or not. 

Tue Presipine Bisuor. The order of the day is before us, and the 
report of the tellers is ready. 


REPORT OF BOARD OF TELLERS FOR CHURCH-ERECTION SECRETARY. 
SroreTary Snyper. The second ballot for Church-Erection Secre- 
tary is as follows: p 


Votes cast, 215. Necessary to a choice, 108. 
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There was no election. 

THE Presipine BisHop. Prepare your ballots for another election 
for Church-Erection Secretary. 

The ballots were collected and the tellers retired to make the count. 

THe Presipine Bisuor. The report on devotions is still before you. 

Rey. F. P. Rossetor. I hope, brethren, that you will vote this 
down. I do not want to be judged as a United Brethren by my posture 
in prayer, and I do not think any one else does. Even this body has 
not done much kneeling, and I do hope that we will not pass any such 
resolution through this General Conference. Let every man do as he 
pleases. The man that prays standing and the man that prays kneel- 
ing are equal before God if they are both sincere. The virtue of 
prayer is not in the posture of the individual, whether he kneel or 
stand. Our fathers did a great many things we do not try to do. I 
hope we will not pass this resolution. 

Pror. E. 8. Lorenz. As the original mover I would like to say a 
word. I am absolutely indifferent as to whether we should kneel or 
stand, but we have so many postures in prayer that I do not know 
where we are at. Preachers come into our pulpits and some of them 
kneel, and some of them stand; and some of them ask the pr eacher be- 
fore they get down, “Which shall we do?’ and everything is at sixes 
and sevens. If the contention of this Church is for the standing pos- 
ture, I am ready to vote for it, but I would like to feel that we have 
some posture that we recognize as our own, and if Dr. Miller, who op- 
poses the motion for the kneeling posture, will offer a motion to make 
it standing, I will second it. I do not care personally, but I want uni- 
formity. I think we ought to have it. 

Rey. J. L. Grium. As a member of that’ devotional committee, I 
would like to be put on record as being absolutely opposed to that 
recommendation, and I will be ready to move as an amendment that 
we recommend that the attitude of prayer be left to the judgment of 
every local congregation. 
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This resolution was ordered stricken from the report. 
Dr. W. O. Fries. I have a resolution. 


fesolved, That W. R. Funk and J. L. Senseny be appointed a com- 
mittee to edit and print the proceedings of this General Conference, 
and that Dr. W. R. Funk and the editor of the Religious Telescope be 
authorized to edit the Discipline. W. O. Frtzs. 

W. Z. Roserts. 
This was adopted. 
Dr. R. J. Wuire, of Erie Conference. I move you that we take up 

the report of the Committee on Church Erection. 

Seconded. 

It was so ordered. 

Rev. W. W. Ving, of Minnesota Conference. I move that we dis- 
pense with the reading and proceed at once to consider the report 
item by item. 

Seconded. 

It was so ordered. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CHURCH ERECTION. 


We, your Committee on Church Erection, do hereby submit the fol- 
lowing report: 

We view with pleasure the splendid work which has been accom- 
plished during the last quadrennium in this department of our 
Church, whereby God’s kingdom has been enlarged, and his name 
glorified. It is our prayer that there may be an enlarged spirit of 
beneficence come upon the Church, and the wonderful possibilities of 
this field be seen as they have never been in all the past. We ask the 
divine oversight in all the work of the years before us. 

We have carefully and thoughtfully analyzed the constitution of the 
Society, as found in the Book of Discipline, Chapter XXI., page 118, 
and recommend the following: 

Article I., no change. 

That Article II. be Article III., and that a new article be inserted 
as Article II., as follows: 


ARFTIOLE (TE 
MEMBERSHIP. 


All members of the United Brethren Church shall be members of 
this Society. Provided, further, that any person paying one thousand 
dollars at one time, or in four annual payments of $250 each, shall 
be a life director, entitled to the privileges of a director in the Board 
of Managers. The Secretary shall prepare and furnish to such life 
director a certificate as evidence of such directorship, signed by presi- 
dent and secretary. 
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ARTICLE fi. 
OBJECT. 
at article as Article II. is changed to Article III. No change in 
words. 
ARTICLE, LY. 
OFFICERS. 
That Article IIT. be called Article IV. 
In Article II1., line 2, change the word “three” to “four.” In line 
3 omit “a,” and change the word “treasurer” to read “and General 
Church Treasurer.” In line 3, after the word “treasurer,” strike out 
the words “the directors and secretary to,” and insert “who shall,” so 
as to read, “who shall be elected by the General Conference.” 
In line 8, after the word “Conference,” there be added, “on the call 
of the corresponding secretary,” making the article read as follows: 


ARTICLE IV. 
OFFICERS. 

Section 1. The officers of this Society shall consist of nine direc- 
tors, four of whom shall be laymen, a Corresponding Secretary, and 
the General Church Treasurer, all of whom shall be elected by the 
General Conference. The bishops shall be directors of the Society, 
ex officio. 

Sec. 2. These officers and directors shall constitute a Board of 
Managers, who shall meet immediately on the adjournment of the 
General Conference, on the call of the Corresponding Secretary, and 
organize by electing a President and Vice-President. 

Sec. 3. The Corresponding Secretary shall be the reading secretary 
of the Board of Managers. 

4th. That a new article be inserted as follows: 


ARTICLE V. 
MEETINGS. 

The annual meeting of the Board of Managers shall be held at such 
time and place as the Board itself may decide. Other meetings may be 
held at such time and place as may be designated by the President and 
the Corresponding Secretary. Five members shall constitute a 
quorum. 

5th. That Article IV. be called Article VI. In this Article, Sec- 
tion 1, lines 2 and 3, after the word “board,” strike out, “and shall 
have power, in conjunction with the Secretary and two directors, to 
call special meetings,” and insert, “and perform all duties usual to the 
office,” making it to read: 

Srorion I. The President shall preside at all meetings of the Board, 
and perform all duties usual to the office. In the absence of the Presi- 


dent, the Vice-President shall preside. 
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Also, in Section 2, line 5, strike out “publish annual quadrennial 
reports of the work of the society,” and insert, “submit an annual re- 
port to the Board of Managers and a quadrennial report to the Gen- 
eral Conference,” making the section as follows: 

Section 2. The Corresponding Secretary shall keep a record of the 
proceedings of the Board of Managers, conduct its correspondence, 
and devote himself to the work of securing funds, and otherwise at- 
tending to the interests of the Society as the Board may direct. He 
shall submit an annual report to the Board of Managers and a quad- 
rennial report to the General Conference. The salary of such Secre- 
tary shall be fixed by the General Conference. 

In Section 4, line 2, after the word “committee,” insert, “of not 
less than five”; and in line 8, change the word “lend” to “loan,” leay- 
ing the item as follows: 

Section 4. The Board of Managers shall hold annual meetings, ap- 
point an executive committee of not less than five, make by-laws to 
regulate its business, loan money to churches, appropriate money to 
defray incidental expenses, and publish such matter from time to time 
as the cause may require. It shall be the duty of the Board of Man- 
agers, in case of a vacancy in the office of secretary, from death, resig- 
nation, or otherwise, to appoint his successor as soon as practicable, 
who shall serve till the following General Conference. 

6th. That Article V. be stricken out, and the following be placed 
in its stead: 


ARTICLE VII. 
Brance Socieriss. 


Section 1. Each annual conference in the Church is hereby con- 
stituted a branch of this society, and shall elect a board of directors 
of not less than five of its members, in such manner as may meet the 
requirements of the conference, This board shall organize by elect- 
ing a president, secretary, and treasurer, and may adopt such rules 
and regulations for their government, not conflicting herewith, as 
they may determine. The branch secretary and treasurer shall report 
annually to the board of directors, the annual conference, and the cor- 
responding secretary. : 

Sec. 2. The board of directors, in conjunction with the presiding 
elder, may, in cases of special emergency, declare property of the 
church vacant, and dispose of it as seems suited to the circumstances, 
reporting the same to the succeeding annual conference. 

7th. That Article VI. be changed to Article VIII. 

Also, that “General Church” be inserted before the word “Treas- 
urer” in line 4, making it read: 

It shall be the duty of each annual conference to make a judicious 
apportionment to the several fields of labor within its bounds for this 
interest, one-half of which fund, when collected, shall be transmitted 
to the General Church Treasurer of the Parent Board of Church 
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Erection, located at Dayton, Ohio, the branch treasurer retaining 
one-half for the conference; provided, however, that special donations 
and bequests shall go to the parent society, unless the donor direct 
otherwise. * 

8th. That Article VII. be called Article IX. 

Also, that the words “General Church” be placed before the word 
“Treasurer,” in line 1, and that the last sentence be stricken out, 
leaving the article as follows: 


ARTICLE TEXe 
ReceEIPTS OF TREASURER. 


The General Church Treasurer shall receipt for all money sent him 
by the various conference treasurers. 

9th. That Article VIII. become Article X. 

Also, that the word “aid,” in line 1, be changed to “loans”; and 
that the word “help,” in line 5, be changed to “aid”; the whole article 
as thus changed to be as follows: 


~ ARTICLE X. 
APPLICATIONS FOR Loans. 


Section 1. Applications for loans from this society shall be made 
to the Board of Managers through the officers of the branch society; 
provided, however, that in the locating and erection of houses of wor- 
ship no board of trustees applying for aid from the Parent Board 
shall receive a loan from said Board until the location has received 
the approval of the conference board. 

We also recommend a new section, as follows: 

Srction 2. No loans shall be granted to churches which are to cost 
more than $10,000, exclusive of lot, except where the interests of a 
conference of the Church make it necessary to build a church at some 
strategic point overreaching this limit in cost, in which case the 
Board of Managers may make a call upon the Church, or such part 
of the Church as it may deem wise, for special contributions. Such 
funds as may be received by this appeal may be used for that purpose. 

10th. That Article X. become Article XI. 

Also, that the word “church” be inserted before the word “member- 
ship,” in line 4, Section 1. 

Also, in section 2, line 2, after the word “times,” there be inserted, 
“and in such amounts as the Board may direct”; the remainder of the 
section to be stricken out. As revised, the article is as follows: 


ARTICLE XI. 
GRANTING OF LOANS. 


Srortion 1. The Board shall make no appropriations where there 
is reasonable prospect that the church asking aid can succeed without 
it, or where there is no prospect of gathering a good church member- 
ship. 
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Sec. 2. All aid rendered shall be only as a loan, the principal to 
be refunded without interest at such times and in. such amounts as 
the Board may direct. 

Section 3 to remain unchanged. 

ith. That Article IX. become Article XII., and otherwise remain 
unchanged. 

12th. That Article XI. become Article XIIL., Section 1 to remain 
unchanged. Section 2: Strike out the word “parent,” in the first 
line; and after the word “board,” in the first line, insert “of managers.” 
The section will then read: 

Sec. 2. The Board of Managers shall have authority to constitute, 
by special act of incorporation, a plan to insure churches and par- 
sonages within the denomination. 

13th. That Article XII. become Article XIV., and that Sections 
1 and 2 remain unchanged, except that the word “Section” be placed 
before each of the figures by which the article is divided. 

In Section 3, line 2, after the word “board,” insert, “of managers.” 
The section thus amended is as follows: 

Sec. 3. It shall be the duty of the Church-Erection Secretary ta 
include in his annual report to the Board of Managers a full state- 
ment of new funds received and of loans returned, together with the 
number of parsonages added during the year. 

14th. That Article XIII. become Article XV.; and that the.word 
“Section” be placed before each of the figures by which the Article _ 
is divided. Also, all after the word “as,” in line 3, Section 1, be 
omitted, and insert, “may be furnished by the Secretary and Board 
of Managers,” making it to read: 

Srotion 1. Each pastor shall present the interests of church erec- 
tion to his people during the year, and distribute such literature as 
may be furnished by the Corresponding Secretary and the Board of 
Managers. 

Section 2 to remain unchanged. 

15th. That a new article be added, as follows: 


ARTICLE XVI 
Parsonage Day, 

Easter Day, or the Sabbath preceding or following, of each year, 
shall be set apart for special offerings in all our churches, the pro- 
ceeds of which shall be applied on parsonage fund. The pastor shall 
be required to codperate with the Corresponding Secretary in secur- 
ing the best possible results. 

S. W. Kuster, Chairman. E. HH. ReEeEsE. 


W. M. Buswett. Henry WEeser. 

Eucenr ScHarrrer. A. E. Witson. 

J. C. Hecxerr, JOHN SHAMBAUGH. P 
V. A. Cariton, Secretary. J.B. SHATZER. 

J. W. Liuy. id. ©. PreK 


E. S. Neupina. 
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The assistant secretary then read the report as far as Article IIL., 
as follows: 


We, your Committee on Church Erection, do hereby submit the fol- 
lowing report: 

We view with pleasure the splendid work which has been accom- 
plished during the last quadrennium in this department of our 
Church, whereby God’s kingdom has been enlarged, and his name 
glorified. It is our prayer that there may be an enlarged spirit of 
beneficence come upon the Church, and the wonderful possibilities of 
this field be seen as they have never been in all the past. We ask the 
divine oversight in all the work of the years before us. 

We have carefully and thoughtfully analyzed the constitution of the 
Society, as found in the Book of Discipline, Chapter XXI., page 118, 
and recommend the following: 

Article I., no change. 

That Article II. be Article III., and that a new article be inserted 
as Article II., as follows: 


PNRM UKCALAD, VEL 
MEMBERSHIP. 


All members of the United Brethren Church shall be members of 
this Society. Provided, further, that any person paying one thousand 
dollars at one time, or in four annual payments of $250 each, shall 
be a life director, entitled to the privileges of a director in the Board 
of Managers. The Secretary shall prepare and furnish to such life 
director a certificate as evidence of such directorship, signed by presi- 
dent and secretary. * 


Rev. Geo. P. Horr. I rise to ask a question. What is the meaning 
of the first statement in Article II., “All members of the United 
Brethren Church shall be members of this Society” ¢ 

Rev. S. W. Krister, chairman of the committee. I want to say that 
it was in the mind of the committee that all members of the United 
Brethren Church are considered members of this society. 

Tur Presipinc Brsuor. The tellers have returned with the vote on 
Church-Erection Secretary. 


REPORT OF BOARD OF TELLERS FOR CHURCH-ERECTION SECRETARY. 
Secretary Snyper. The third ballot on Church-FErection Secretary 


is as follows: 
Votes cast, 221. Necessary to a choice, 111. 


693 


TWENTY-FOURTH GENERAL CONFERENCE 


FE SiGapeleacn ce ween 126 © » He W>frueblood 2225 2-3. 3 
A.W, Ballinger: i. 3. 22 O81) SD. WS prices. seen 3 
George Miller... 0.5 .... 21 St. Cs Coblentz aces pre y 
HP Rosselot cea ouk sce 12’) oh SE AIbright.: ass 2h eee 
We Ely Washinger. <.. 1.20. {D278 Robertey esas 1 
be As Ne neha. .0..cbieeiec Shue ve el Le Stanley. 2 sce. 2 ac See 


Rev. H. 8. Gabel was elected. * 

THE Presipine BisHop. You will now proceed to prepare your bal- 
lots for the General Secretary of the Sunday-School Board. 

Rev. E11 Goop, of Michigan Conference. I move that we suspend 
the rules and the secretary be instructed to cast the ballot for Robert 
Cowden for Secretary of the Sunday-School Board. 

THE Presipine BisHop. It is out of order. We are balloting, and 
you will have to proceed with the order. 

The ballots were collected and the tellers retired to make the count. 

The consideration of the report on church erection was resumed. 

R. H. Bennert, of Neosho Conference. I would like to inquire 
whether or not this Church-Erection Society is a corporation or not. 
If so, how many directors are elected. 

THe Presiwine Bisnorp. The Church-Frection Board is incor- 
porated. Will Bishop Weekley state how it is done? 

Bishop WEEKLEY. It is incorporated under the laws of the State of 
Ohio. 

R. H. Bennett. I would like to ask the committee whether or not 
their intention was to increase that Board indefinitely and to run the 
chances of throwing the control of the corporation into the hands of 
persons who were not elected in any way. 

Tue Presipine Bisuor. It is understood that the names of those 
contributing are honorary members and not active members of the 
Board. 

BisHorp WEEKLEY. The honorary members have no power. 

Tue Presipinc Bisuop, They have no power in the control of the 
Board. 

Rey. 8. W. Keister. That was not the view of the committee. The 
committee had this under advisement and decided that these persons 
had all the rights and privileges of the directors so elected. 

Rev. L. W. Staux. If that is the idea of that, I think it is illegal 
and is not in accordance with the law in any State under which we 
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could have this society incorporated, because it must be specifically 
stated in the articles of incorporation how many directors and how 
elected, and to put that indefinitely, as in this way, it would certainly 
jeopardize all the business. I move you that they be advisory mem- 
bers. 

Seconded. 

It was so ordered. 

Rey. Gro. Geicer. Does that statement take out the words that are 
in this article that they shall be directors? : 

Tuer Presipine Bisnop. It makes them advisory directors. 

Rev. S. W. Keister. I suppose it would read, then, “Provided, fur- 
ther, that any person paying one thousand dollars at one time, or in 
four annual payments of $250 each, shall be an advisory life director.” 
Ts that the understanding ? 

Tur Presipinc Bisuop. That is so understood. 

The assistant secretary then read Articles III. to V. inclusive, as 
follows: 


ARTICLE II. 
OBJECT. 
This article as Article II. is changed to Article III. No change in 
words. 
ARTICLE IV. 
OFFICERS. 
That Article III. be called Article IV. 
In Article III., line 2, change the word “three” to “four.” In line 
3 omit “a,” and change the word “treasurer” to read “and General 
Church Treasurer.” In line 3, after the word “treasurer,” strike out 
the words, “the directors and secretary to,” and inset “who shall,” so 
as to read, “who shall be elected by the General Conference.” 
Tn line 8, after the word “Conference,” there be added, “on the call 
of the corresponding secretary,” making the article read as follows: 


ARTICLE IV. 
OFFICERS. 

Srecrion 1. The officers of this Society shall consist of nine direc- 
tors. four of whom shall be laymen, a Corresponding Secretary, and 
the General Church Treasurer, all of whom shall be elected by. the 
General Conference. The bishops shall be directors of the Society, 


ex officio. 
as 9. These officers and directors shall constitute a Board of 
Managers, who shall meet immediately on the adjournment of the 
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General Conference, on the call of the Corresponding Secretary, and 
organize by electing a President and Vice-President. 

Sec. 3. The Corresponding Secretary shall be the recording secre- 
tary of the Board of Managers. 

4th. That a new article be inserted as follows: 


ARTIOLE V. 
MEETINGS. 


The annual meeting of the Board of Managers shall be held at such 
time and place as the Board may decide. Other meetings may be held 
at such time and place as may be designated by the President and the 
Corresponding Secretary. Five members shall constitute a quorum. 

5th. That Article IV. be called Article VI. In this Article, Sec- 
tion 1, lines 2 and 3, after the word “board,” strike out, “and shall 
have power, in conjunction with the Secretary and two directors, to 
call special meetings,” and insert, “and perform all duties usual to the 
office,” making it to read: 

Secrion I. The President shall preside at all meetings of the Board, 
and perform all duties usual to the office. In the absence of the Presi- 
dent, the Vice-President shall preside. 

Also, in Section 2, line 5, strike out “publish annual quadrennial 
reports of the work of the society,” and insert, “submit an annual re- 
port to the Board of Managers and a quadrennial report to the Gen- 
eral Conference,” making the section as follows: 

Section 2. The Corresponding Secretary shall keep a record of the 
proceedings of the Board of Managers, conduct its correspondence, 
and devote himself to the work of securing funds, and otherwise at- 
tending to the interests of the Society as the Board may direct. He 
shall submit an annual report to the Board of Managers and a quad- 
rennial report to the General Conference. The salary of such Secre- 
tary shall be fixed by the General Conference. 

In Section 4, line 2, after the word “committee,” insert, “of not 
less than five”; and in line 3, change the word “lend” to “loan,” leay- 
ing the item as follows: 

‘Section 4. The Board of Managers shall hold annual meetings, ap- 
point an executive committee of not less than five, make by-laws to - 
regulate its business, loan money to churches, appropriate money to 
defray incidental expenses, and publish such matter from time to time 
as the cause may require. It shall be the duty of the Board of Man-- 
agers, In case of a vacancy in the office of secretary, from death, resig- 
nation, or otherwise, to appoint his successor as soon as practicable, 
who shall serve till the following General Conference. 
6th. That Article V. be stricken out, and the following be placed 
in its stead: 


THE Presiping Bisuor. The report of the tellers ig on the table. 
Will you hear it? 
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SECRETARY SNypER. Votes cast for General Sunday-School Secre- 
tary, 217. Necessary to a choice, 109. 
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Colonel Robert Cowden was elected. 

Tue Presipine Bisnor. Prepare your ballots for the General Man- 
ager of the Union Biblical Seminary. . 

The ballots were collected and the tellers retired to make the count. 

Rey. H. R. Hess. I would just like to ask for information. What 
‘time are we to adjourn for this trip, excursion to Holton ? , 

Tue Presipinc Bisuor. Senator Edmonds will answer. 

Spnator EpMonps. I move we adjourn on the announcement of the. 
result of the ballot just pending. 

Seconded. _ 

Rev. H. CG. Suarrer, of Oregon Conference. Does that mean when 
we get the result of this ballot or when the election is complete ? 

Senator Epmonps. This present ballot. 

Dr. D. R. Miter. The ballot has been taken, and while that is be- 
ing counted I should like to call up this matter. 

Ture Prusipinc Bisuor. There is a report under consideration. 

Dr. D. R. Miter. This is miscellaneous matter. 

Tur Presipinc Bisor. ‘There was a motion concerning the matter 
of adjournment that has not been settled. Will you finish this matter 
of the election of the General Manager of the Union Biblical Semi- 
nary before your adjournment? Will you do this by consent, if 1t can 
be done in time for the proposed trip? 

Voices. Agreed, agreed. 

The assistant secretary then read, beginning at Article VII. to Sec- 


tion 15, as follows: 
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ARTICLE VII. 
Brancwu SOCIETIES. 


Seotion 1. Each annual conference in the Church is hereby con- 
stituted a branch of this society, and shall elect a board of directors 
of not less than five of its members, in such manner as may meet the 
requirements of the conference. This board shall organize by elect- 
ing a president, secretary, and treasurer, and may adopt such rules 
and regulations for their government, not conflicting herewith, as 
they may determine. The branch secretary and treasurer shall report 
annually to the board of directors, the annual conference, and the cor- 
responding secretary. ; < 

Seo. 2. The board of directors, in conjunction with the presiding 
elder, may, in cases of special emergency, declare property of the 
church vacant, and dispose of it as seems suited to the circumstances, 
reporting the same to the succeeding annual conference. 

7th. That Article VI. be changed to Article VIII. 

Also, that “General Church” be inserted before the word “Treas- 
urer” in line 4, making it read: . 

It shall be the duty of each annual conference to make a judicious 
apportionment to the several fields of labor within its bounds for this 
interest, one-half of which fund, when collected, shall be transmitted 
to the General Church Treasurer of the Parent Board of Church 
Erection, located at Dayton, Ohio, the branch treasurer retaining 
one-half for the conference; provided, however, that special donations 
and bequests shall go to the parent society, unless the donor direct 
otherwise. 

8th. That Article VII. be called Article IX. 

Also, that the words “General Church” be placed before the word 
“Treasurer,” in line 1, and that the last sentence be stricken out, 
leaving the article as follows: 


ARTICLE IX. 
Receipts OF TREASURER. 

The General Church Treasurer shall receipt for all money sent him 
by the various conference treasurers. 

Qth. That Article VIII. become Article X. 

Also, that the word “aid,” in line 1, be changed to “loans”; and 
that the word “help,” in line 5, be changed to “aid” ; the whole article 
as thus changed to be as follows: 


ARTICLE X: 
’ APPLICATIONS FoR Loans. 


Section 1. Applications for loans from this society shall be made 
to the Board of Managers through the officers of the branch society; 
provided, however, that in the locating and erection of houses of wor- 
ship no board of trustees applying for aid from the Parent Board 
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shall receive a loan from said Board until the location has received 
the approval of the conference board. 

We also recommend a new section, as follows: 

Srction 2. No loans shall be granted to churches which are to cost 
more than $10,000, exclusive of lot, except where the interests of a 
conference or the Church make it necessary to build a church at some 
strategic point overreaching this limit in cost, in which case the 
Board of Managers may make a call upon the Church, or such part 
of the Church as it may deem wise, for special contributions. Such 
funds as may be received by this appeal may be used for that purpose. 

10th. That Article X. become Article XI. 

Also, that the word “church” be inserted before the word “member- 
ship,” in line 4, Section 1. 

Also, in section 2, line 2, after the word “times,” there be inserted, 
“and in such amounts as the Board may direct”; the remainder of the 
section to be stricken out. As revised, the article is as follows: 


AR PECI XI. 
GRANTING OF LOoaNs. 


Section 1. The Board shall make no appropriations where there 
is reasonable prospect that the church asking aid can succeed without 
it, or where there is no prospect of gathering a good church member- 
ship. 

Src. 2. All aid rendered shall be only as-a loan, the principal to 
be refunded without interest at such times and in such amounts as 
the Board may direct. 

Section 3 to remain unchanged. 

11th. That Article IX. become Article XII., and otherwise remain 
unchanged. 

12th. That Article XI. become Article XIII., Section 1 to remain 
unchanged. Section 2: Strike out the word “parent,” in the first 
line; and after the word “board,” in the first line, insert “of managers.” 
The section will then read: 

Src. 2. The Board of Managers shall have authority to constitute, 
by special act of incorporation, a plan to insure churches and par- 
sonages within the denomination. 

13th. That Article XII. become Article XIV., and that Sections 
1 and 2 remain unchanged, except that the word “Section” be placed 
before each of the figures by which the article is divided. j 

In Section 3, line 2, after the word “board,” insert, “of managers.” 
The section thus amended is as follows: 

Sno. 3. It shall be the duty of the Church-Erection Secretary to 
include in his annual report to the Board of Managers a full state- 
ment of new funds received and of loans returned, together with the 

mber of parsonages added during the year. 

Sa Ach. That erie XIII. become Article XV.; and that the word 
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“Section” be placed before each of the figures by which the Article 
is divided. Also, all after .the word “as,” in line 3, Section 1, be 
omitted, and insert, “may be furnished by the Secretary and Board 
of Managers,” making it read: 

Secrion 1. Each pastor shall present the interests of church erec- 
tion to his people during the year, and distribute such literature as 
may be furnished by the Corresponding Secretary and the Board of 
Managers. - 

Section 2 to remain unchanged. 

Senator Epmonps. I move we adjourn now. 

Seconded. 

THe Presipine BisHop. Those who favor adjournment will show 
the hand. Opposed, like sign. The chair is in doubt. _ 

Rev. S. S. Hoveu. We can finish balloting in ten minutes. 

Pror. E. 8. Lorenz. I would like to know whether any announce- 
ment has been made of the meeting of the committee to station the 
bishops. 

Tue Presipine Bishop. It hag not been made. 

Dr. D. R. Mitter. That is the point I wished to call up. 

Tue Presipine Bisnop. The names of the committee were read this 
morning. fis 

At this point the assistant secretary finished reading the report on 
church erection, on parsonages, ete., as follows: 


15th. That a new article be added, as follows: 


ARTICLE XVI. 
: Parsonace Day. 

Easter Day, or the Sabbath preceding or following, of each year, 
shall be set apart for special offerings in all our churches, the pro- 
ceeds of which shall be applied on parsonage fund. The pastor shall 
be required to codperate with the Corresponding Secretary in secur- 
ing the best possible results. 

Rey. R. J. Waite, of Erie Conference. I move that instead of the 
word “section” we use “item” before the numbers. 

This was agreed to. 

Tue Presipine Bisnor. The report of the tellers on the ballot for 
Manager of the Seminary is here. 


REPORT OF BOARD OF TELLERS FOR MANAGER OF THE SEMINARY. ® 


Secretary Snyper. The result of the ballot for Manager of the 
Union Biblical Seminary is as follows: 
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Votes cast, 216. Necessary to a choice, 109. 
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No election. 

Rev. 8. L. Topp, of Indiana Conference. I move we now adjourn. 

Seconded. __ ; 

Rev. V. A. Cartron. This one thought: In the first part of this 
report there are two or three places where it says directors. It should 
say managers. 

This change was agreed to. 

Dr. D. R. Mituer. A point of order. We already decided we would 
adjourn when the ballot was reported. 

Rev. A. P. Funxuouser. When the ballot was decided. 

Proressor Kepret, of California Conference. I hope the Confer- 
ence will do justice to these men and hold that motion until this elec- 
tion is complete. 

Tp Presipinc BisHor. The vote on adjournment has not been put. 

The motion to adjourn did not prevail. A division was called for. 

Tue Presipinc Bisuor. Will you prepare your ballot while you are 
deciding, then, for Manager of the Seminary? Proceed with the bal- 
lots. 

The ballots were collected and the tellers retired to make the count. 

Dr. D. R. Mutter. I wish to announce, so that all can hear, espe- 
cially those who have been elected to station the bishops, that we will 
have a meeting of that committee immediately after the adjournment 
of the entertainment this evening in the Auditorium, on the platform. 

The secretary again read the names of this committee. 

Dr. D. R. Murr. I would like to have the approved report of the 


committee as adopted, showing the districts just as they are, from the 


secretary. 
Rev. C. A. Torn. I move that Article XI., Section 2, be changed 
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to read, after the word “Board,” in the third line, “and church aided 
may agree,” and it will read, “All aid rendered shall be only as a 
loan, the principal to be refunded without interest at such times and 
in such amounts as the Board and church aided may agree.” 

Seconded. 

Rey. S. W. Keister. I would like to add to that motion; if we vote 

, this amendment, the probabilities are that you will have harder work 
to have the money returned than in the past. I think the report ought 
to stand just as it is,.and give more leverage to the secretary. 

Bisuop WereKiey. By all means leave the report as it is. The 
Board makes a contract with the local church. They make their ob- 
ligations, sign the notes and the mortgages, and that is understood 
between the parent Board and the local church board. Please leave © 
it as it is. 

R. H. Bennert, of Neosho Conference. In Article VIL. Section 2, 
it provides, “The Board of Directors, in conjunction with the presid- 
ing elder, may in cases of special emergency declare property of the 
church vacant, and dispose of it as seems suited to the circumstances, 
reporting the same to the succeeding annual conference.” In view of 
the fact that we are liable to get a church committee to do something 


it has no legal right to do, I move that Section 2 of Article VII. be 
stricken dut. 


Seconded. 
The point of order was raised that another motion was pending. 
Tue Presipine Bisnop. The tellers have their report ready. 


REPORT OF BOARD OF TELLERS FOR MANAGER OF THE SEMINARY. 
Secretary Snyper. The second ballot for Manager of the Union 
Biblical Seminary is as follows: 
Ballots cast, 195. Necessary to a choice, 98. 
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Dr. C. M. Brooke was elected. 
The motion to adjourn prevailed. 
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TENTH DAY—MORNING SESSION. 


Bishop Castle presiding. Monpay, May 22, 1905, 8:00 a. M. 

Rey. OC. U. McKee conducted the devotional services and S. E. 
Kumler led the singing. Songs No. 233, “Stand Up for Jesus,” and 
No. 191, “No, Not One,” were followed with prayer by Rev. J. W. 
Lilly, of Sandusky Conference. Hymn No. 175, “Fill Me Now,” was. 
followed by the reading of the One Hundred and Third Psalm. Con- 
ference arose and sang No. 175, “Blessed Assurance,” and Rev. S. W. 
Keister, of Allegheny Conference, led in prayer. Song No. 162, 
“Christ the Rock Stands Fast,” was followed with prayer by Rev. 
J. I. L. Ressler, and the devotional services closed with song No. 178, 
“T Need Thee Every Hour.” 

Tus Presipinc BisHor. The Conference will be in order for busi- 
ness. The first will be the reading of the journal of Saturday. 

Dr. Funk. I move you that, in view of the shortness of time, that 
we dispense with the reading of the report of the journal until the 
time of adjournment. 

This was agreed to. 

Rev. A. P. Funxuovuser, of Virginia Conference. I move we pro- 
ceed at once to the completion of the election of the boards. 

This was agreed to. 

Rev. S. W. Keister. I would like to ask when miscellaneous busi- 
ness will come in. 

Ture Presipinc Bisnop. I was going to state that just now. Will 
you hold a moment for that? 

Rev. J. R. Cuampers, of Neosho Conference. I would ask the 
unanimous consent to present to the Boundary Committee a restate- 
ment of the boundary of Neosho, leaving the boundary as it is by re- 
wording. There is no town designated on the northwest. I would 
like to restate it. 

Tre Presipinc Bishop. We will save time if you will allow it. 

Rav. J. R. Crampers. I wish a restatement of the boundary of 
Neosho, so it will describe it. 

Tus Presipinc Bisuop. You will present that to the secretary and 
it will be all right. 

This was agreed to. 


Beginning at the northeast corner of Lynn County, Kansas, thence: 
west to a point in Chase County as far west as the west line of Chau-- 
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tauqua, Kansas; thence south to the Arkansas River; thence down 
said river to the east line of Indian Territory; thence north to the 
place of beginning. The above instead of the printed report. 

N. L. Vezie. 

G. H. Hinton. 

J. R. CHamBers. 

R. H. Bennett, 

Mrs. Evia KirKkpatricr. 


Rey. S. W. Kuster, of Allegheny Conference. I have a resolution 
that I would like to present to the Conference. 


Resolved, That the bishops shall, from the official list of delegates, 
published in the Religious Telescope after January 1, 1909, prepare 
and publish in the Telescope, not later than April 1 of said year, the 
usual committees announced at the opening of the General Confer- 
ence. 

S. W. Keister. 
D. R. Mier. 
D. W. Sprinkie. 
D. D. Lowery. 


Rey. A. P. Fuyxuouser, of Virginia Conference. Would it not be 
better to limit these committees to those actually having to do with 
the Discipline, those that have work that is to be brought before the 
Conference. 

Rev. S. W. Keister. I mean the standing committees usually ap- 
pointed at the opening session of every General Conference. 

The resolution prevailed. 

Rev. J. T. Roserts, of White River Conference. JT want to present 
a resolution. 


Wuereas, Indiana has about one-fifth of the membership of the en- 


tire denomination, and has never had the privilege of entertaining 
General Conference, therefore, 


Resolved, That the next session of the General Conference be held 
at Indianapolis. 


J.T. Roperts, of White River. 
J. H. Watts, of Indiana. 
J. B. Connertt, of Lower Wabash. 


Dr. Funk. I want to make this simple statement: I am not opposed 
to Indianapolis, but if you want to get the best results for the Gen- 
eral Conference, put this matter in competition. It is high time we 
did this; then we will get better results from the railroad companies, 
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and we will get better accommodations from the cities. That is all 
I want to say. ; 

Dr. M. R. Drury. I move as suggested, that the whole matter be 
left with the Trustees of the Publishing House. 

Seconded. 

The motion did not prevail. 

S. E. Kumuer. I move that further opportunity be given for 
presentations of places like the one of Brother Roberts. 

Seconded. , 

Dr. D. W. Sprinkxez, of East Ohio Conference. I had the pleasure 
to sit as presiding elder last year when Canton, Stark County, Ohio, 
memorialized the East Ohio Conference that that conference memo- 
rialize this General Conference that the next session of our General 


Conference be brought to Canton, Stark County, Ohio—named for 
Molly Stark—golden-sheaf honored, rich in minerals, rich in every- 
thing that makes a county and State great; in the center of the East 
Ohio Conference, Bishop Weaver’s old home, in the midst of fertile 
valleys, beautiful hillsides, the home of our lamented and much- 
beloved President, William McKinley; his grave is found in the 
bounds of that mighty city, and I am instructed by the delegation, 
instructed, by every means that I can possibly use, to invite this 
great body four years hence to come to Canton, Ohio, where the 
church is sufficiently large, with substantial rooms for committee 
meetings; it will be in first-class condition—railroad facilities and 
interurban lines in every direction. You can go to Cleveland, and 
you can come southward and eastward and northward—in every 
direction. It is an ideal place for entertaining a body of this kind. 

Not wishing to detain you any further, I beg you to come to Can- 
ton, Ohio. 

Bisuorp Mitts. Can you fix the district in which you will locate 
it and then leave open the place, for this reason: You determine the 
place, and then you destroy all the advantages of the Conference; 
that is to say, if you fix it there, you can get no bid from the citizens 
to help to take care of the Conference. Other bodies put their meet- 
ing places in competition and cities are willing to make terms to 
get the meetings, and we ought to be as wise as these other bodies 
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are. I move, if there is no motion before us, that the location be in 
the East District and leave the Publishing House Board to put in 
competition the matter and select a place. 

Rey. J. Simons, of St. Joseph Conference. JI would like to move 
a substitute, if I can, to the whole business, that we locate the next 
General Conference in the State of Indiana, and that we have competi- 
tion between Indianapolis and Winona, and it does seem to me that 
we ought to have a General Conference, at least this time, in the 
great State of Indiana. 

Bisuor Minis. We will accept that. We simply want to get it 
fixed in the district without a definite place. We will accept Indiana. 

Rey. J. Simons. IJ would like to state simply this, Mr. Chairman. 
We have never had a General Conference in the State of Indiana. 
Ohio has had it half a dozen times or more, and I think the time 
has come when we ought to come to the great State of Indiana, 
where we have a great governor and a great many people. Almost 
all of the members of the General Conference have been born in the 
State of Indiana, and we have a splendid territory, and the meeting 
should either go to Indianapolis or Winona and get splendid accommo- 
dations for everybody that comes. 

Rev. H. H. Four, of Miami Conference. I only want to read a 
little communication addressed to us from the general manager of 
the Winona Lake Association. It is very brief, and by your permis- 
sion I would like to read it. Will you hear it? 

Voices. Hear, Hear. 

Dr. Fout then read the invitation from the Winona Lake Associa- 
tion to the General Conference to hold its next quadrennial session 
at Winona Lake. 

Rey. C. W. Recarp, of East Ohio Conference. I represent Canton. 
I simply want to say, brethren, that while we appreciate this invitation 
from Winona Lake—I know it is a grand, good place for recupera- 
tion—but I am opposed to placing our conference in a Presbyterian 
community and giving them the advantage accruing from it. I rep- 
resent Canton, and for the last.two General Conferences this city 
has asked for the General Conference. Eight years ago, we deferred 
to the sentiment to go East for our centennial anniversary, and four 
years ago, when we came with our memorial we took the easy side of 
the Kansas cyclone, and we are here to-day on that account. I feel 
that we have the privilege this day of representing to you a city and 
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a church that will compete in any respect with any other corner 
of God’s green earth. We have a church that represents the life; we 
have a county in which we have twenty-six United Brethren churches. 
The church from which I come has struggled up through the last 
decade of years, and it is one that stands at the forefront of our 
denominational life to-day. I do not want to take the time to say 
anything to you about the personality of that church; it is one of 
the best in the denomination. We have trunk lines from that point 
north, south, east, and west. We have an auditorium that is as 
splendid and capacious as anything lying between New York City and 
Salt Lake City, and as far as accommodations and competition, a 
hearty invitation and everything is concerned, I believe that Can- 
ton, Ohio, is the place for the next General Conference. And I am 
willing to enter into competition with any other city in the East Dis- 
trict, and can assure this General Conference that we will bring the 
next General Conference to Canton. 

Tue Presipinc Bisuor. I think, if I understand the status of af- 
fairs, that the amendment offered by Bishop Mills was a substitute 
for all the other motions, that is, that the Conference be located in 
Indiana, and that the place finally to be designated shall be in the 
hands of the Trustees of the Publishing House. 

Rey. J. T. Roperts. There have been two speeches made for Can- 
ton, and can I have the privilege of speaking for Indiana? We called 
a meeting of the delegates from Indiana and four-fifths of them 
voted to invite the Conference to Indianapolis. Winona: was also 
mentioned. I think that the General Conference is a good thing - 
for the State in which it is held, and I think a good thing ought to 
be passed around, and I believe that our State is worthy of recog- 
nition and we deserve a little sympathy. It is known to many of 
you that for many years the State of Indiana was under Radical 
control, and when the division came, the Conference of which I was’ 
a member was about equally divided between the ministry and laity. 
By the work of the Radicals our college was taken from us in the 
State, and it was also known that when this matter went to the 
courts, Indiana was the first State that got a verdict that gave the 
property of our State to our Church. I was present at Indianapolis 
when our two great lawyers pleaded the case before the judges of 
our ‘court, and I remember how glad I was when the decision was 
handed down, and the whole Church was made glad because of this 
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first decision. Now we have gone through the fire and been tested, 
and I think proven ourselves true; although we have about one-fifth 
of the membership of the entire denomination, we have never had a 
General Conference in the State of Indiana. You have gone all 
around us; you have been in Ohio several times; you have been in 
Pennsylvania and in Maryland and in Jowa, and had it not been 
for the Kansas cyclone four years ago, we would have secured the 
General Conference then. Our vote was second; we waited until now. 

Just a moment concerning Indianapolis. It is now about the cen- 
ter of population of the United States. It is the best railroad cen- 
ter of any inland town in the United States, seventeen railroads en- 
tering there, fourteen interurban roads, and should we want to take 
a little excursion and go out to some of the small places, such as 
an excursion to Dayton or Chicago, we can go on the interurban 
lines, right to the center of that city. And the Government Circle 
has one of the best soldiers’ monuments in the United States, next 
to the monument in Washington City. From the top of that monu- 
ment you can see the entire city for miles around. One square 
west of that monument is the best interurban depot in the United 
States; one square west of that is the best capitol building, possibly, 
in the United States—better than this. Governor Hanly would be 
glad to let us have the privilege of going into that building. Just 
west of that is a hall that will seat six thousand people. If we want 
to go to the college, we have an assembly room that will seat five 
hundred and a little addition seating eight hundred. We have two 
churches and will build a splendid church this year, and I believe, 
brethren, that at least once in a hundred years the State of Indiana 
ought to have the General Conference. Let us go to Indianapolis! 

Dr. D. R. Minter. If we intend to put this matter in competition, 
T should think we should have more than Indianapolis and the other 
place referred to, Winona, and I therefore move to amend the motion 
by saying the Central District instead of Indiana. 

Seconded. 

Dr. Fun. I rise to this question, brethren, and I want to state 
just two points. Jf you want the best results both as to railroad 
facilities and accommodations and rates, put it in competition. If 
you want the best accommodations during the session, as to printing 
and boarding and having a-place for holding meetings for the General 
Conference, put it in competition. Then we ought to remember, 
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brethren, that at this General Conference there have been over five 
hundred certificates besides the ministerial orders used, so that we 
can now go to the railroad companies with more power and influence 
than ever before if you put it in competition; but if you fix the 
place, they will laugh in your face. I know what I am talking about, 
for I have gone through with it for three long months this year 
before I could get anything accomplished with the railroad com- 
pany. So I plead to-day for competition. I am in favor of anything 
you do, as to location, but I want competition. 

Rev. J. T. Roperts. I would like to make a word of explanation. 
I believe we ought to go to Indianapolis. I am perfectly willing to 
let the matter rest with the Trustees of the Publishing House, and 
if anywhere in this Union they can find a place that will do better, 
I am willing it should be changed. 

Voices. Good. Good. 

Dr. Georce Minter. What I wish to say is what Dr. Funk has 
already emphasized. If you want low rates and good entertainment, 
leave the place in competition; and with the railroads in competition 
you will get better rates every way. 

Rey. J. Smvons. I would like to say just this as to the matter .of 
competition. I think you will have all the competition you want if 
you meet in the great State of Indiana. And I would like to say in 
addition to that that to Winona the railroad rates are fixed all over 
the United States, and I presume almost over the whole world. I 
would also like to say in reference to the speech that was made by 
the brother from Canton that we have at least thirty, if not thirty- 
five United Brethren churches in Kosciusko County. I am not plead- 
ing especially for Winona, but for the State of Indiana, and I think 
we will have all the competition in the State between Indianapolis 
and Winona, that we want. 

The question was called for. 

Tue Presipinc BisHop. The question is called for, and I think I 
will have to put it to a vote. This amendment of Brother Miller’s, 
that instead of being confined to Indiana the location should be con- 
fined to the Central District, is before you. 

Rev. J. 8. Kenpauu, of East Ohio Conference. If we accept what 
Bishop Mills says, it puts Canton out entirely. Now, we do not 
consent to that at all—that we say Central District instead of East 
District. We do not consent to that. 
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Rev. S. S. Houau, of Allegheny Conference. I move a substitute 
for what we have. 

Tue Presipine BisHop. We have a substitute already. We would 
have to amend the substitute now. ° 

Rey. 8. S. Hoveu. I move to amend it. 

THe Presipinc BisHop. You cannot do that. We have an amend- 
ment to the substitute. 

Dr. D. W. Sprinxiz. I believe it would be better to correct a little 
misunderstanding between the East District and the Central Dis- 
trict. We understand that Bishop Mills’s motion embraced the East 
District, and we heartily said yes to that. That embraces Canton. 

THE Presipine BisHop. The motion is on the amendment that it 
be confined to the Central District. All favoring this amendment 
will show your hand. All opposed, like sign. It does not prevail. 

THe Presipine BisHop. The substitute of Bishop Mills that it be 
confined to the State of Indiana is now before you. Are you ready 
for that? 

Senator Epmunps. What is the question before the house? 

THE Presipine Bisnor. It is the substitute by Bishop Mills that 
instead of going to Indianapolis, which was the original motion, and 
after the presentation of the request from Canton, that it be confined 
to Indiana, and that the special location be submitted to the Trustees 
of the Publishing House, 

Rey. 8. S. Hover. I move to amend the substitute by answering’ 
that we leave it to the Central and Eastern Districts to be determined 
by the Publishing House by competition. 

Seconded. 

Dr. G. P. Macknin, of Miami Conference. I move as a substitute 
that we put Ohio and Indiana in competition. 

Seconded. ‘ 

THE Presipine BisHop. The motion is, then, that the next Con- 
ference be confined to Ohio and Indiana. 

This prevailed and the Trustees of the Publishing House are to 
determine the place by competition. 

Rev. A. W. Bauurnerr, of Sandusky Conference. I want to serve 
notice on the Conference now that Toledo, Ohio, is in competition 
for the next General Conference. 

THe PreEsipine Bisvor. I want a certain courtesy given to a 
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brother of this Conference. When the question of the work in Ger- 
many was under discussion, Brother Barkemeyer, who is a friend 
of mine, did not have the opportunity to assert his rights, and will 
you hear a word from him? 

Voices. Hear, hear. 

Rev. H. Barkemeyer then addressed the Conference in reference 
to the work in Germany, and expressed his sorrow that the Confer- 
ence did not feel justified in continuing the work there, and also ex- 
pressed the desire under this situation of the United Brethren Church 
in Germany to unite with the Methodist Episcopal or the Evangel- 
ical Association, their preference being for the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, except that that church wished a payment of money, some- 
thing like ten thousand dollars, in order to effect the union, whereas 
that would not be required by the Evangelical Association. 

Following this, Miss Eva Marshall Shontz, the president of the 
Young People’s Christian Temperance Union, addressed the Confer- 
ence as follows: 


Dear FrmNps: You are just rushed for time. I merely came over 
to say good-by. I thank you more than I can say, and I love you all 
very, very much. I do not know why, but I simply go away from the 
city of Topeka, and from this marvelous, wonderful State of Kansas 
with more faith, with more courage, with more determination. God 
helping me, I will do the best T can to fight in the front of this battle 
for God and for our homes and for that flag and for the Christ against 
the saloon; I will stand there—God helping me, I will fight. God 
helping me—he has been—listen where I am saying this, in the capi- 
tol building of the great State of Kansas; Kansas which has led the’ 
world in times gone by in great crises in American history. It is in- 
spiring to me to say these words, so God bless you and God help us. 


Rev. J. I. L. Resstzr. I want to offer the following: 


Resolved, That the matter of transportation, program, press com- 
mittee, etc., of the next General Conference be under the care of the 
Agent of the Publishing House and Local Committee. 


Seconded. 
This was agreed to. 
Bisuor Carter. I have a short resolution: 


Resolved, That we highly appreciate the services of Dr. George Mil- 
ler as-railway secretary of the General Conference, and hereby ex- 
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press to him our sincere thanks for his painstaking and courteous 
work in connection with our transportation to and from the city of 


Topeka. 

T. O. Carrer. 
ma A. M. Snyper. 
é D. D. Lowzmry. 

Seconded. 


This was adopted by a standing vote. 
Rey. A. P. Funxuovuser, of Virginia Conference. I desire to offer 
this resolution: 


Appreciating the thoughtfulness of our brother, Dr. Trueblood, in 
bringing to us the opportunity of hearing the pathetic and eloquent 
appeals of the devoted president of the Young People’s Christian 
Temperance Union, Miss Eva Marshall Shontz, of Chicago, in behalf 
of the sobriety and integrity of the young manhood and young woman- 
hood of America, the members of this Conference take pleasure in 
bearing testimony to the inspiration of her touching appeals and her 
power as a public speaker, and assure her of loyalty and cooperation in 
the great work to which she is devoted, and pray God’s blessing upon 
the united efforts of all lovers of temperance, to the end that the 
blighting curse of the liquor traffic may be swept from off the face of 
the earth, and the kingdom of peace and good will be established 
everywhere. A. P. FunKHOUSER. 

A. M. Snyper. 

The resolution was adopted. 

THE Presiping BisHor. You will prepare your ballots for the 
Board of Foreign Missionary Society. 

BisHop Carrer. Will you please let me include our dear Brother 
Funk in the motion in reference to Brother George Miller ? 

This was agreed to. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON NOMINATION OF CHURCH BOARDS. 


We, your Committee on Nominations of Church Boards, would re- 
port the following nominations for the various Boards mentioned: 


Directors of Union Biblical Seminary. 


Twenty-seven nominated. Nine to be elected, a majority of whom 
shall be bona fide residents of Ohio. 

J. A. Lyter, J. H. Ruebush, N. J. McIntyre, A. Keister, J. 0. 
Heckert, J. I. L. Ressler, A. P. Funkhouser, J. W. Lilly, E. S. Lorenz, 
G. W. Deaver, A. C. Siddall, F. H. Rike, A. B. Shauck, W. D. Strat- 
ton, J. T. Roberts, J. Simons, H. A. Thompson, J. B. Shatzer, J. H. 
Harris, J. H. Roberts, J. Simons, H. A. Thompson, J. B. Shatzer, J. H. 
Beatty, Mark Keppel, T. D. Crites, W. O. Harper. 
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_ Members of Sunday-School Board. 

Fifteen nominated. Five to be elected, three of whom shall be resi-~ 
dents of Ohio. 

A. B. Statton, G. W. Sherrick, Mrs. Chas. Kumler, J. G. Stehman,, 
W. Z. Roberts, J. C. Myers, L. M. Mittendorf, Chas. R. Gatten, J. L. 
Goshard, W. A. Smith, Ella Niswonger, R. E. Williams, W. F. 
Cronk, J. L. Parks, J. H. Patterson. 


Directors of the Board of Church Erection. 

Twenty-seven nominated. Nine to be elected, four of whom must 
be laymen. 

©. Whitney, G. L. Bender, J. A. Michaels, H. F. Shupe, O. C. 
Wright, H. J. Roop, I. H. Albright, A. E. Davis, Mrs. Sue Richer, 
Mrs. Celina Richards, Mrs. E. E. Mauk, M. L. Weekley, Mahlon Mil- 
ler, L. C. Summers, 8S. C. Coblentz, J. N. Cogan, E. W. Curtis, J. W. 
Lower, W. F. Parker, C. H. Crowell, G. D. Gossard, S. W. Paul, F. 
Neff, R. A. Hitt, J. W. Ruth, J. A. Weinland, W. M. Vansickle. 


Board of Control—Home Missions. 

Twenty-seven nominated. Nine to be elected, four of whom must 
be laymen. 

D. R. Miller, A. W. Ash, Geo. Geiger, L. O. Miller, H. H. Fout, 
J. D. Wyandt, J. W. Willis, N. W. Bright, E. B. Bierman, J. Ask: 
King, J. A. Cummins, E. R. Baber, A. A. Garner, J. Shambaugh, 
S. W. Paul, S. C. Caldwell, A. W. Robins, J. S. Kirkpatrick, Frank 
Miller, A. L. Pace, Alex. Anderson, A. S. Hammack, W. H. Wash- 
inger, H. S. Gabel, H. R. Hess, W. A. Dickson, F. H. Neff. 


Directors of the Foreign Missionary Soctety. 

Twenty-one nominated. Seven to be elected. 

S. S. Hough, E. M. Gross, B. H. Engle, L. O. Burtner, S. W. 
Keister, E. 8S. Bowman, J. S. Kendall, A. W. Ballinger, W. R. Funk,. 
J. G. Huber, Wm. McKee, M. R. Drury, C. W. Sage, G. A. Lambert, 
H. H. Flory, J. E. Fout, M. B. Spayd, J. C. Bremer, W. S. Sage, R. 
W. Bolenbaugh, C. A. Funkhouser. 


Executive Council of the Young People’s Christian Union. 
Nine nominated. Three to be elected. 
Gs P. Hott, G. W. Miller, D. A. Peters, C. W. Recard, W. G. Stiver- 
son, W. L. Bunger, J. E. Shannon, W. C. Shupp, D. E. Donley. 
W. F. Grover, Chairman. 
Guo. Geicrer, Secretary. 


Dr. Funk. I move that a board of six tellers be appointed to count 
this ballot. 

This was agreed to. 

Tur Presipinc Bisnor. I will appoint Brothers Ballinger, Fries, 
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W. C. Geyer, Rigney, Simons and Rosselot to collect the ballots and 
count the vote. : 

The ballots were collected and the tellers retired to make the count. 

Dr. Funk. We are ready to give out the ballots for the Church- 
Erection Board. 

The ballots were distributed. 

Dr. Funk. We will have to have another board of tellers. 

Tue Presipine Bisnop. I will appoint M. R. Drury, Brother Beatty, 
Brother Shaffer of Oregon, Brother Patterson, Brother Zeigler and 
Brother McIntyre to collect and count these ballots. 

The ballots were collected and the board of tellers retired to make 
the count. 

Bisuop Marunws. I have a paper in my hand—some resolutions 
relative to the Society for the Friendless. . I would like to refer this 
to the Committee on Home Missions. 

This was done by general consent. The ballots for the members of 
the Sunday-School Board were then distributed. 

Tue Presipine Bisuor. I will appoint the following tellers to collect 
and count the ballots for Sunday-School Board: Brothers J. W. Lilly, 
A. Orr, W. O. Mills, J. C. Myers, S. W. Keister and N. L. Vezie. 

The ballots were collected and the tellers retired to count the vote, 

The ballots were then distributed for the Union Biblical Seminary 
Board. 

THe Presipine Bisuop. I will appoint as the board of tellers to 
collect and count this vote, A. O. Wilmore, J. R. Chambers, A. M. 
Snyder, R. M. Zuck, I. H. Albright and J. B. Connett. 

The ballots were then distributed for the Executive Council for the 
Young People’s Christian Union. 

Tue Presipine Bishop. You will now prepare your ballots for the 
Executive Council for the Young People’s Christian Union. The 
original board of tellers will please take up the ballots. 

[At this point Rev. H. F. Shupe, editor of the Watchword, took 
pictures of different portions of the Conference. ] 

Rey. W: A. Smirn, of Southeast Ohio Conference: I wish to offer 
the following: 

Resolved, That our church choirs be under the control of each local, 


official board, who may elect a music committee of three or five, of 
which the pastor in charge shall be the chairman. 


W. A. Sniru. 


A. P. FunKHovuser. 
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Rev. J. E. Suannon, of White River Conference. I am opposed to 
the resolution for several reasons. I think it should be left as it is 
now—-in the hands of the pastor, to select his own music committee, 
if he needs one, or to select his own choir, and not have it obligatory 
on the Board. Many a time the preacher has been handicapped. I 
oppose taking the matter of the music out of the hands of the preacher. 

The resolution was not adopted. 

Ture Presipinc Bisuop. The question before the Conference is on 
the amendment offered by Brother Thorn on church erection. 

Rev. J. T. Roperts, of White River Conference. I rise to a question 
of privilege. I gave the invitation to the General Conference a while 
ago, because the members from our State met and asked me to 
do this. I desire simply to make this statement and then leave it to 
your judgement as to whether we have done the right thing. We have 
left in competition the States of Indiana and Ohio, and we have left 
this matter to be decided by the trustees of the Publishing House, and 
out of the nine trustees, six of them live in the State of Ohio; one has 
already expressed his preference for Canton, and of the three who 
live outside of the State, one has made his speech for Canton. Now, 
I leave it to your judgement as to whether we have done the right 
thing in leaving it as it is. ‘There is sentiment enough to take this to 
Indianapolis if we have a vote. We were willing to leave it to Indian- 
apolis, and if you could find any better place than Indianapolis, we 
were satisfied to have it so. 

Secretary Snyder read the amendment by ©. A. Thorn, as follows: 

That Article II., Section 2, be amended by inserting after the word 
“board,” in the third line, the words, “and church aided may agree 
upon,” and strike out the remainder of Section 2. Section 2 will then 
read: “And aid rendered shall be only as a loan, the principal to be 
refunded without interest at such times and in such amounts as the 
Board and church aided may agree upon.” 


The motion prevailed. 

R. H. Bewnert, of Neosho Conference. I don’t know how we got 
past Article VII in that report; I had offered a substitute for the 
second section of that article, on account of the peculiar wording of it, 
and I now move to substitute for Section 2, Article VI, of this report, 
the following: 

This board of directors, in conjunction with the presiding elder, 
may take charge, of the property of the church which becomes vacant 
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and control the same, so as to subserve the best interests of the con- 
ference. ‘ 

I had offered this amendment, and there happened to be a motion 
pending before the house and the Chair said it was out of order. 

Seconded. ; 

Rey. L. W. Sraun, of Allegheny Conference. May I ask a question? 
Will that interfere with Conferences that are chartered, as it pro- 
vides that the Trustees of the Conference shall take charge of the 
properties ? 

R. H. Bennerr. That is the reason I made this so as to get out of 
entanglements. The Board. does not have to dispose of it if it is not 
legal; but where there is no such arrangement, it can take charge and. 
dispose of the property. 

Rey. D. D. Lowery. Do I understand this amendment to mean that 
the general board shall have control of all the property in the Confer- 
ence 4 

Pror. E. 8. Lorenz, of Miami Conference. I think the annual con- 
ferences are able to take care of their own property. 

R. H. Bennett. This has reference to conference boards. 

Dr. E. B. Bierman. May I ask the gentleman who offered this 
amendment why he uses the word’“may” and not “shall 2” 

R. H. Bennerr. The purpose of it was that the Conference may 
direct what they pleased about it; if it pleased the Conference, they 
may instruct the board. 

The amendment was adopted. 


REPORT OF THE BOARD OF TELLERS FOR DIRECTORS OF THE FOREIGN MISSION- 
ARY SOCIETY. 


Secretary Snyper. The ballot for Directors of the Foreign Mis- 
sionary Society is as follows: 


Ree OUCH es css. scc issn s, Od ME OR, Dury’: see then aoe 
Weer ORisaa se oh ide cece AD OL Sa@Oo wc as eae 29 
IDK I Di ned CR a a a 65 .G, A: Lambert. cce toa uee 85. 
Ube OMeBurtner sen see sek oc 89: HH. BH. Blory..c eta eee 
See Wineleistersise wate a nu: 86 Je By Fout: 22h 
BOE DOW MAT ci cldcrsene x oc x « 82- -M. Bu Spayd. <..n ote eee 
Mero eRONIA te Ss. <psia ww 93 J.C. Bremer. eee il 
AL oW.) Ballinger. ns. é.ce sce. Gi. “W..S. Sage. ois eee Us 
AVG ae Cl ee te 117_—~*2R. W. Bolenbaugh......... 25 
SIG OG OG Berane ata eae geese 105. C,.A.. Funkhouser. .65 555.2 76 
William McKee............ 88 
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The following were elected: W. R. Funk, J. G. Huber, J. 8S. Ken- 
dall, L. O. Burtner, William McKee, S. W. Keister. 

G.°A. Lambert and J. E. Fout were a tie, and the Committee cast 
lots and J. E. Fout was chosen. 

At this point the report of the Committee on Church Erection, as 
amended, was adopted. 

Rey. J. E. Suannon, of White River Conference. I have a resolu- 
tion to offer: 


Inasmuch as there is no statement in our Discipline in regard to 
church choirs, 
Resolved, That the music in our local churches be under the con- 
trol of the pastors of the same. 
J. E. SHANNON. 
W. E. Smiru. 


A. S. Hammack, of Virginia Conference. I offer the following 
resolution : ; 


That the officers of the past quadrennium retain their offices until 
the Ist of July next, 1905. 

Seconded. > 

Dr. Funk. That will upset everything. 

R. H. Bennett, of Neosho Conference. Would it not be better for 
the brother to say that all acts and elections of this General Confer- 
ence shall take effect on the first of July and in that way right all of it. 

Voices. Agreed, Agreed. 

Rev. H. 8. Gaseu. I move that it be August first. 

BisHor Miuus. Can you have the Discipline ready to go into opera- 
tion by July first? I would second the motion of Brother Gabel to 
say August first. 

Dr. Funk. Does Bishop Mills mean for the officers to take their 
offices at that time? 

Bisuor Mitts. All but the Bishops, who have already assumed their 
duties. There is a difficulty in some of these officers adjusting their 
matters and getting ready to take up their new work by the first of 
July. Some of them have large responsibility on their hands, which 
they will have to adjust before they can take up their new burdens. 

Tue Presipine Bishop. The amendment is before you that we sub- 
stitute August first in place of July first. 

The substitute did not prevail. 
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The amendment of Rev. A. S. Hammack prevailed. 
Dr. G. P. Mackiin, of Miami Conference. I offer the following 


resolution: 


Resolved, That the right to vote in our Church shall be limited to 


those having attained the age of twelve years. G. P. Mackin. 
J. S. KenpDAtt. 


BisHop KepyartT. It is my judgment that you ought not to do that 
thing. Whenever you begin to draw lines with reference to citizenship 
in your church voting, you can rest assured that somebody will draw 
lines in reference to paying in your church. There are boys and girls 
that are twelve years old who are just as competent to vote as some 
men in the Church who are seventy years old, or sixty years old, 
or fifty years old, or forty years old, or twenty years old, and you know 
that. We have members in our church that cannot read or write a 
line, who are twenty, some are forty and some are sixty and some are 
eighty; but I tell you we have very few boys and girls in our Church 
to-day that are eleven or nine that cannot both read and write. We 
ought to be careful what we are doing about that. 

Dr. G. P. Mackin, of Miami Conference. You might just as well 
say that in this Republic of the United States of America we would let 
children vote. I think there is a time—we are fixing a time when 
people come to a right to vote in this Church. 

Bisoop Kepuart. Let me say this in reply to that. The constitu- 
tion of the United States regulates that, but the constitution of the 
church recognizes every member as a citizen, and you will have ve 
change your constitution. 

Dr. G. P. Macxuin. I think we ought to change the constitution 
then, from some abuses that grew out of elections of delegates to the 
General Conference. This resolution hag been presented on my part 
and when it comes to the election of officers of our church, they should 
be old enough to know what they are doing, instead of voting at the 
dictation of somebody else. 

Bishop Kepnart. May I give a word of explanation? If it be a 
fact, as the brother has stated, and I suppose it is, remember, it was old 
heads that did the business and not the boys and girls. a 

Dr. G. P. Mackin. The young heads not knowing what to do is 
the occasion of it. . 

The resolution did not prevail. 
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Dr. E. B. Bierman, of Eastern Pennsylvania Conference. I move 
that we now proceed to consider the report on judiciary. 
Assistant Secretary Schaeffer read the report. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY. 


We, your Committee on Judiciary, respectfully submit the follow- 
ing report: 
For Chapter XI of Discipline, substitute the following: 


CHAPTER XI. 
SECEDING AND INSUBORDINATE MEMBERS. 


1. Any member who shall deny his allegiance to the Church and 
refuse further to obey its orders or Discipline, shall be deemed to 
have seceded; and when such fact shall be found by the official board 
or class, his membership shall cease. £6, 

2. Any member who shall join another denomination without hav- 
ing withdrawn from this church in accordance with the methods pre- 
scribed by the Discipline, shall be deemed to have withdrawn irregu- 
larly from the Church; and when said fact is so found by the official 
board or class, his membership shall cease and his name be marked, 
“Trregularly withdrawn.” : 

3. Any member of a general, annual or quarterly conference who 
shall refuse to obey the orders of the conference of which he is a 
member, shall be deemed guilty of insubordination to the rules of 
the Church, and may, by the action of said conference, be suspended 
or expelled. Said conferences shall be the exclusive judges of the 
qualifications of their members, respectively. 

4. If a presiding elder shall be expelled from his conference or the 
Church, or shall irregularly withdraw from the Church, or shall 
refuse to perform his duties, the Bishop who presides in his district 
shall appoint a successor to said elder, who shall forthwith take charge 
of said elder’s district. 

5. If a pastor shall be expelled from his conference or the Church, 
or otherwise cease to be a member-of either, or shall refuse to per- 
form his duties as pastor, the presiding elder shall appoint a suc- 
cessor to said pastor, to take charge forthwith. 

6. If a presiding elder or pastor be suspended, his place shall be 
filled as hereinbefore provided, during the time he is so suspended. 

4. Nothing herein contained shall be construed as limiting or 
denying the right of appeal provided for in the Discipline. 

OC. U. McKess, Chairman, 
2 R. H. Bennett, Secretary, 

J. C. Myers, 

G. A. LAMBERT, 

S. F. Huser, 

Gro. FREDENBERGER, 

Committee. 
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Dr. BierMAN. I move we consider the report item by item. 

This was agreed to. ‘ 

Assistant Secretary Schaeffer then read Item 1: 

1. Any member who shall deny his allegiance to the China and 
refuse further to obey its orders or Discipline, shall be deemed to have 
‘seceded; and when such fact shall be found by the official board or 
‘class, his membership shall cease. 

Dr. R. J. Wurtz. I move that that be stricken out. 

Seconded. 

Dr. R. J. Wuire. It seems to me that is exceedingly dangerous. 
Suppose an individual should be circumstanced in such a way that 
there is something in the Discipline of an inferior character which he 
did not feel under the circumstances he could obey. Some enemy 
of his might bring to bear that he could be declared out of the Church 
without any trial by jury or anything else. It seems to me that such 
laws would be very harmful to the Church; therefore I am opposed 
to it. 

THE Presipine BisHor. I wish to announce the result of the ballot 
for Executive Council of the Young People’s Christian Union. 


REPORT OF BOARD OF TELLERS FOR EXECUTIVE COUNCIL OF THE YOUNG 
PEOPLE'S CHRISTIAN UNION, : 


RO a EGU eh septs st bs aces 101. W. dc. Bunger:..>. .. ..coee eee 
MGW = Mera os is eso ne 43 J. BE. Shannon: -....:.c:. eee 
MD MeAts FORT Eins Ss ons cs cveis dew coh) Wate ORUDPs dckne deere 34 
CWRIWe- RecA tied ences sve 0 nhs 92D. KB. -Donley.4 ace oe 
‘W. G. Stiverson. . Rae re ote 


The following were elected: J. E. Shannon, G. P. Hott, C. W. 
‘Recard. 

R. H. Bennett, of Neosho Conference. If the brother will take 
Chapter IV., which is headed, “Seceding Members”—there i is not a 
word as to who a seceding member is. There is a provision as to pre- 
‘siding elders. The purpose of that clause; that item, is to define a se- 
‘ceding member. Why not strike out the whole chapter and get along 
without it. A seceding member is one who denies his allegiance to the 
Church. I do not believe a man could be excommunicated from the 
‘Church without trial. 

The motion to strike out prevailed. 

BisHor Kepuart. I am confident of this, that the most dangerous 
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thing we can do as a body is constantly changing our rules and regu- 
lations respecting our membership. We do not want to set type or put 
it in any form, so that if a brother gets a little haughty, and says 
something huffy or something that he is sorry for, somebody who 
would rather see him out of the Church than in the Church can dump 
him overboard without any further ceremony about it, and I -am 
afraid that this clause that we are getting here will do that very thing. 
Let us try and make our legislation to get more into the kingdom of 
God and not legislate to put them out of the kingdom of God. 

R. H. Bennett. In view of what Bishop Kephart remarked in ref- 
erence to this chapter, I wish he would define to this body what a se- . 
ceding member is, and whether we have such a thing as the constitu- 
tion stands. _ 

Bisnop Keruart. I think we have in that section all that is needed 
on that subject, without going to doctoring it up or making it stronger. 
You know, or I believe this body generally knows that that whole sec- 
tion was put in the Discipline relative to the difficulty that obtained 
at the time that we had the division in the Church. Now I will tell 
you what my own judgment is on the subject—I do not criticise any- 
body, but it would have been better for this Church to-day if it never 
had been there. We can always see better where the road ought to be 
after we have passed over it than before we make the road. Is not 
that true? 

Rey. H. Dean, of Minnesota Conference. I move that the whole 
article, number 11, of the Disciple, be stricken out. 

Seconded. 

Rey. F. H. Nzrr, of Oregon Conference. I move we lay the whole 
report on the table. 

Seconded. 

The motion to lay on the table prevailed. 


REPORT OF BOARD OF TELLERS FOR BOARD OF CONTROL OF HOME MISSIONS. 


Tr Presipinc Bisuor. The ballot for Board of Control, home mis- 
sions, is as follows: 


TDs ibt, duGUN eres Aooia oop acme TOS RS ANG ett, 4ulooeo nooo dolnc 30 

IN Wis IND 0s6. 66 6oGeuoooe sone il Ge Se Cam@alcive liter ie cnsnretes 71 

George Geiger.......-+--+- 39. AD Wi ROBINS: sais ence ne so nee 

We Os MUG Gabeoe coomaue IB = dl, Nokona eapiiare:<.c56 doluodar 59 

Ee Mouturc. ts. -<--a0-s Jl8~ Frank Miller... ....... 06. 59 
* eee 
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eS AN Aan eles Geo Gaba onont 99. UA. LeRacet encore eee 32 
J. W. Willig. J. ....022.62.: 21. Alexander~Anderson.-.22.-4) 89 
N. W. Bright. . watess 4s Av. Hammackse OD 
1218 IBM ING Gece one: meee Why 18 Washinger. . Sia bnescocteroe 96 
Ae gael Bat CGD Vea epent ic taeen nae 94H. SiGabelin. ee... eo 
Us Al, (Crraanambars Goo noconee 6 Ala (ER Rey Ebessue aaicss cetacean 42 
1D od areal Bl oye aie 49. - Wi “AcoDicksonve..cemeenemee 55 
IAC ASG aT Gt 205% wie o nee 16 Bee EleeiNett. ¢ dig dole oe ete 
J. Shambaugh.. Bee et OT) 


The aes were elected: L. O. Miller, D. R. Miller, H. H. Fout, 
J. Shambaugh, W: H. Washinger, J. A. BF. King, H. 8. Gabel, E. B. 
Bierman, Alexander Anderson. 


REPORT OF BOARD OF TELLERS FOR MEMBERS OF THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL BOARD, 
The ballot for Sunday-School Board was as follows: 


Nee BSS bAGLOMs cc) s ees eccuciele 75 J. L. Goshard.. ati 
Gis, We Snare Sos A obcawese DD: Wie AS mii thts. ee 99 
Mrs. Charles H. Kumler.... 104 Ella Niswonger............ 43 
JreGeeotchinanests avee.es 23°) Re Be Walliamga.e a sree 56 
W. Z. Roberts. . Seshe wee LD ony Wie He @ronike ana see eee 39 
J. C. Myers. . soe Ae 2 J. LiParkess.. 3 eee 39 
Me Ma endores. aoe 1009 = J: He ePattersons ses 21 
Charles R. Gatten..... Set taiane 8 : 


The following were elected: W. Z. Roberts, Mrs. Charles H. Kum- 
ler, L. M. Mittendorf, W. A. Smith, A. B. Statton. 

R. H. Bennert, of Neosho Conference. I move to strike from the 
Discipline Chapter XI. 

Seconded. 

R. H, Benyerr. It is a reflection on the intelligence of this body to 
pass it over and leave it the way it is in the Discipline. I do not care 
anything about this report of the Judiciary Committee, if you do not 
want it, but for goodness’ sake do not let us go on record with anything 
as bad-looking on its face as that legislation is. 

BisHor Minus. Everybody knows why it was. It is agreed that it 
should be stricken out; there is no utility about it. I move to strike 
out that chapter about seceding members. 

The motion to strike out Chapter XT. of the Discipline prevailed. 

Rev. L. W. Srauu, of Allegheny Conference. I have a resolution: 


Resolved, That the revised or new Discipline shall go into effect 
August 1, 1905. J. I. L. Ressurr. 
L. W, Sraut. 
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Rey. W. E. Scuetz, of East Nebraska Conference. Our under- 
standing back here was that we had already passed a motion provid- 
ing that these officers shall take their positions July 1, and it was sug- 
gested that the new Discipline go into effect at the same time. 

Dr..Funx. That was changed; that last clause was dropped out. 

Tue Presipinc Bisuor. The motion is.that the revised Discipline 
go into effect August 1. All in favor will show their hands. All op- 
posed, like sign. It prevails. 

Dr. Funk. May I submit this resolution ? 

That in case of the vacancy of the office of General Church Treas- 
urer, the Foreign Missionary Board be empowered to fill the vacancy. 

Seconded. 

Bisuop Mitts. The Treasurer holds the funds of all these boards. 

Rey. H. Drat, of Minnesota Conference. I move that all the boards 
whose money is handled by the Treasurer be interested in his election. 

Dr. Funx. The reason I made it one board is—I do not care what 
board you make it—if you make it all these boards it will cost. about 
six hundred dollars to elect a Treasurer, if we bring them all to Day- 
ton. That is the only reason I have. 

S. F. Huser, of Pennsylvania Conference. I move to amend that 
by making it the chairmen of all the boards. 

Seconded. 

The amendment prevailed. 

The motion as amended prevailed. 

Dr. R. J. Wuire, of Erie Conference. Some one has said that the 
senior bishop will be chairman of these boards. He will suggest the 
vote, if that is the understanding. -I would suggest one member, 
the chairman of the executive committee of each one of these boards. 

Rev. L. W. Srauv. I wish to call attention to the fact that the 
executive committee in the interim conduct. the business. 

Dr. Funk. I wish to rise to a point of order. The senior bishop, 
if he holds the position, can cast all this vote. 

Bisuor Miuus. I move we reconsider the motion. 

Seconded. 

The motion to reconsider prevailed. 

Dr. D. R. Miter. I move the following: 

Resolved, That in the case of a vacancy in General Church Treas- 


urer, the several boards of the Church whose funds are held by the 
Treasurer, shall jointly fill said vacancy, or the executive committees. 
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Seconded. 

Rev. Georce P. Horr. The question, it seems to me, is who shall 
determine, the board or the executive committee. 

Dr. D. R. Minter. That in the absence of the board, the executive 
committee shall do it. 

This motion prevailed. 

Bishop Mathews read the following telegram: 


Dayton, Onto, May 22, 1905. 


Bishop G. M. Mathews, United Brethren Conference, Topeka, Kan. 
Senator Kemp died suddenly at 8:15 this morning. 


Tue Presiping BisHop. In view of the fact that Senator Kemp was 
elected by you as one of the Board of Church Trustees, the tellers 
ought to meet and determine who is the next highest. 

This was agreed to. 

Tue Presipinc Bisuop. Now will you hear the report of the Com- 
mittee on Salaries. 

Assistant Secretary Schaeffer read the report, as follows: 


. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON SALARIES. 


We, your Committee on Salaries, after careful consideration, beg 
leave to report as follows: 


BeTBMOPS ©: salen soko sieiers p< 4 walk, gheuuet aetna: eee . -82,000 
Mablishing Agent: a... auc oc de ceeee eee Oe 2,000 
HiditorLelescope-.'. 2... . . «ss s/.5 west aes tee eee 
mecoeiate: Editor Telescope: : vce o<skeoiec ake a ee 1,500 
UO NLCite. Vi ALCHWOTG ioneis 5's wus \s sacle elas eatee ak cep a ee 1,600 
Bditor-Sunday-school literature ...c...csncece case. Cone 1,800 
Associate Editor Sunday-school literature ............e.ee0e. 1,500 
Hditor United Brethren Review 3.48 a sdeee. ees Coleen 1,000 
Corresponding Secretary Home Mission Society .............. 1,600 


Corresponding Secretary Foreign Mission Soelety. o..nc0s 2050s O0d 


Corresponding Secretary Church-Erection SOCLobyaunea aeemree 1,600 
Geucee Church ‘Treasurer .......:. cock ed eee 1,600 
General Manager Union Biblical Seminary ............2..00- 1,500 
General Secretary Sunday-School Board .......ccccecececece 1,400 


Respectfully submitted, 
Mart Epmonps; Chairman. 
J. T. Hopson, Secretary. 


Dr. Funk. We have the question raised that this is not the report: 
of the Committee on Salaries. 


J. L. Senseny. This is the fourth report that has come into my 
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possession. This is the one that was handed to me this morning by 
the chairman of the Committee on Salaries. 

Tue Presipinc Bisuor. I think you had better hold this until the 
committee knows what report they wish to bring. 

Dr. R. J. Wuire. We passed on this resolution, two or three Gen- 
eral Conferences ago, that the Committee on Salaries should report 
prior to the election of all officers. Now from this committee the 
report came time and again, in such a way that we had to keep put- 
ting it off, and while these brethren may be perfectly honest, and their 
reputation may be all right in the matter, it looks unfavorable, to say 
the least. : 

Dr. W. E. Scuety. I would like to know how this report came to 
be printed. 

Dr. Funk. This report came, like the others, to Mr. Senseny, who 
has charge of all the printing. We have printed what was brought to 
us. Thi8 is the fourth one; the third one was not printed. The first, 
second, and fourth were printed; and the third, if I may be allowed 
this explanation, was stopped while it was being printed; and the 
fourth is now in your hands. 

Dr. D. R. Mutter. I have a motion. Since we have had so many 
reports, I move that the report which has been circulated be consid- 
ered as the report of the committee, and that it be considered and 
acted upon. 

Seconded. 

Dr. R. J. Wuits. If it is true that the committee have in their 
hands a report, and that this printed report does not correspond with 
the third report referred to by the secretary of the committee, cannot 
that committee make whatever corrections are necessary ¢ 

Dr. Funk. Oertainly it can. 

Dr. J. T. Hopson, of Indiana Conference, Secretary of the Com- 
mittee. I have a word of explanation. As secretary I made up the 
third report. That report was made up and sent to the printer. Since 
that time there has been another meeting of the committee called, 
which I knew nothing about. That is the reason I called in question 
this report; another meeting was held that I knew nothing about. 

Dr. Funx. So this report is regular? 

Dr. J. T. Hopson. I suppose it is. I knew nothing of the meeting. 

Tue Presipinc Bisnop. All favoring the motion that this be re- 
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‘garded as your report, the one upon which you act, will raise your 
hands. All opposed, like sign. 
“It prevailed. 

Tue Presipine Bisuor. The report of the Committee on Salaries 
is now before you. 

Proressor Krpret. I am not sure whether this motion is necessary 
or not, but I would like to bring it before the Conference. I move 
that we amend it by inserting immediately after “bishops” the follow- 
ing, “bishops emeritus, one thousand per year.” 

Seconded. 

Tue Presipine Bisuop. On this report as a whole—what are you 
going to do with it? 

S. E. Kumter, of Miami Conference. I move that twenty-five per 
cent. be added to all these amounts from the top to the bottom. 

Rev. W. Z. Roperts. I move it be adopted item by item. 

Seconded. . 

This motion prevailed. 

Rey. F. P. Rossetor. I second Mr. Kumler’s motion. 

Dr. Funk. I wish to oppose the motion adding twenty-five per 

cent. I am not speaking in regard to any other one on the list except 
myself. The committee asked me, and consulted me and told me that 
they had added five hundred dollars to my salary. I said I would fight 
it on the Conference floor. I say now that I am not working for 
money in this Church. If I were working for money alone, I would 
be outside of the Church this very day, as some of you know what 
offers have come to me within the last four months, and hence I say 
that I could not and would not, from my standpoint, increase my sal- 
ary one dollar over what it was the last quadrennium. [Applause. ] 

Dr. I. L. Kepuart, Editor of the Religious Telescope. Would you 
grant me the privilege of a statement? I want to state to this Gen- 
_eral Conference that, so far as I am concerned, I stand on this ques- 
tion exactly where Doctor Funk stands. [Applause.] 

Bishop Mitts. I want to repeat the same thing for myseif per- 
sonally. [Applause.] 

The amendment was not adopted. 

Dr. L. S. Cornetx, of Colorado Conference. I wish to amend the 
motion before the house to adopt item by item, by moving to adopt 
the whole thing—by moving as a substitute to adopt the whole thing. 

Seconded. 
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Tue Presipine BisHop. It is moved to adopt it as a whole and then 
amend it item at a time. I do not know how you can go back. 

Bisuor Mitts. I would like to amend the first item by saying that 
the bishops emeritus shall receive their salary from the Publishing 
House fund for that purpose as in the past, so we may know where 
to distribute these funds. 

Seconded. 

Pror. E. S. Lorenz, of Miami Conference. I wish to raise the ques- 

tion whether this is the proper thing to do. The Publishing House, 
as in the past years, has heavy burdens. I hope you will look at the 
footings of the Publishing House report; you will see why no bur- 
dens large or great should be levied on that house at this time.. 

Rev. I. Bennenorr, of Erie Conference. I do not know why a dis- 
crimination should be made between the bishops. Why not let them 
take their places in the respective annual conferences, and let the 
funds from the Publishing House go into their legitimate channel 
and be divided accordingly. I am utterly opposed to this discrimina- 
tion. 

Bisuor Mitts. The reason for this motion in brief is, we have now 
made provision for seven salaries for bishops instead of four which 
were paid last quadrennium. This makes almost double the salaries, 
and some of these conferences have paid all they wish to pay for this 
purpose. That is why I have presented this motion. It is provided 
in the constitution of the Publishing House that the profits of the 
house shall go toward our old preachers, and we have decided that 
these men are eligible to that list. Heretofore we have paid such sal- 
aries from that source, and the reason is larger now with the in- 
creased amount than in the past that we pay it from that source. 
That is the reason I made the motion. 

L. W. Srauu. I want to say this—that I have been associated with 
the Publishing House for eight years, and to the best of my knowledge 
the House has never paid a cent of salary to bishops emeritus. This 
fund always has been assessed to the different conferences, and I do 
hope, brethren, in the midst of the burden the Publishing House now 
has, that you will not load it down with any more. 

Dr. R. J. Wurre. I am opposed to this amendment. One reason 
is this: I do not think we should subject the brethren who have so 
nobly served us as bishops in the past—that we should subject them 
to this humiliation, for what does that mean? It means that they 
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are to have their salaries out of the fund to be distributed to worn- 
out preachers; that they are to have their share of a certain amount 
first, and then the rest is to be divided. I know that these brethren 
would not be pleased with this humiliation. Another reason I am 
opposed to it is, that these brethren, as we understand it, are still to 
serve the church as bishops in some capacity, and certainly are worthy 
of their support because of the work they do. 

Rev. J. G. Huser, of Miami Conference. I want to rise to this 
question. The General Conference made a provision for these bish- 
ops; we did it ourselves, and would we not be evading the responsi- 
bility if we put the payment of their salaries now in part upon the 
Publishing House. Let us assume the responsibility we have under- 
taken, and let the Church pay this as it should. It would be unfair 
to ourselves, to the Church, to place the responsibility on the Pub- 
lishing House. , 

Rey. V. A. Cariron, of Iowa Conference. I move to amend Bishop 
Mills’s motion by saying that one-half of the Pacifie District and 
the Southern District bishops’ salaries be paid from the Home Mis- 
sionary Society. 

Seconded by Bishop Weekley. 

Rev. I. Bennenorr. I want to say that I am opposed to the amend- 
ment from the fact that these brethren from the South came before 
the Committee on Boundaries and applied for a Southern District. 
They stated definitely and emphatically that they would take care 
of their own bishop, and I propose, as far as I am concerned, that 
they take care of their bishop. 

Proressor Kepren. It seems to me that these bishops are the bish- 
ops of the Church and of these districts; they are going to serve the 
Church in these districts, but they are the bishops of the whole 
Church, and it seems to me the Church ought to pay the salaries, and 
we ought to quit this trying to get out from under the burdens. 

Rey. A. Orr. Now, there is just one thing I want to emphasize 
before the vote is taken, and that is that you will find a tremendous 
sentiment against the double assessment for this purpose. I appeal 
to these brethren here to-day who are serving as pastors—we have a 
good many pastors in this Conference—it is easy for us to become 
enthusiastic on this Conference floor and say we will do thus and 
so, but when it comes to money matters and we get down among the 
people where the money is to come from, it is altogether a different 
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matter. Our annual-conference Sunday ought to be used to raise 
money for missionaries or something of that kind, and if this assess- 
ment is doubled, we will have to use our annual-conference Sunday 
to pay the deficiency in this matter. Therefore I want to say 
in all kindness to everybody concerned, that I stand opposed to 
this arrangement, for I am down among the people, as many of you 
are, and I know how the people feel in regard to it. We have local 
interests of every kind pressing on us on every side, and I tell you 
we cannot make a specialty of everything. I stand for the people, 
because I know that every dollar of this money has got to come from 
our people, and the men who are out around the outside of the wheel 
are the ones who have to hunt this money up. They are the men who 
have to struggle with the matter when it comes to the test, and I am 
opposed to laying this tremendous burden upon them. 

Now, brethren, if this be done, in the next twelve years we will 
have to raise from ten to fifteen thousand dollars more for this pur- 
pose than we have ever done; if you double the assessments in the 
conferences, for this, we will have no end to that trouble. 

Rev. J. Smtons, of St. Joseph Conference. I would like to speak a 
word in behalf of St. Joseph Conference. I have been a member of 
that conference for about thirty years, and in all that time we have 
never had any trouble in raising the bishop’s salary. I think our 
people are glad to pay it, and I can safely say in behalf of our con- 
ference that the assessment, every dollar of it, will be paid. And 
another point, I think if you figure up correctly you will find that the 
total salary of the bishops as it now stands, which is about twelve thou- 
sand dollars, is only about four thousand dollars more than it has 
been. I think we are abundantly able to do it, and I think we ought 
to vote it with a tremendous will power, and do it we can and will, 
Mr. Chairman. Now, that is all I think I want to say. 

Rev. A. R. Ayers, of Pennsylvania Conference. I am sure there is 
nothing going to help us so much as to take these several interests 
to our people, and place them in the hands of our people, letting them 
know what we are doing. When we go to collect money for the use 
of our bishops, let us tell them what it is for, and not lose the confi- 
dence of our people. When we collect money for any other interest, 
let us tell them what it is for. We have these bishops to support, and 
this: Church is able to support them. Let us go to our people and say: 
We have five bishops to support and two emeritus bishops; they must 


729 


e 


TWENTY-FOURTH GENERAL CONFERENCE 


be supported; we will supportsthem; they are our bishops, and we 
are taking this collection for the support of our bishops, and not for 
home missions. We wish to talk with them about home missions when 
“we come to it. If we wish to support our bishops out of our Home- 
Missionary funds, we will have very little left for the support of the’ 
missionary. We do not want to bring the question before our people 
in this way,.as we have been in many instances bringing our mission- 
ary collections, taking largely our offering for foreign missions and 
letting it go to home interests. I am sure that we want to sustain 
our bishops. We have got them; we have elected them; we mean to 
do that. Our people will gladly pay them when we come to them 
in this way. They may object to some little increase of salary, but 
we must not forget to tell them that we have seven bishops instead 
of four as heretofore, and it costs more in this Church to support seven 
bishops instead of four. 

Rev. J. A. F. Kine, of Northern Illinois Conference. I move the 
previous question. ; 

Seconded. 

Tue Presipinc Bisuor. Those favoring this motion raise the 
hand— 

Dr. R. J. Waite. On the whole report? 

THE Presipinc BisHop. How far does it reach? 

Rey. J. A. F. Kiya. As to bishops’ salaries and bishops emeritus. 

Tue Presipine Bisuor. All lift the hands that are favorable. Those 
opposed, like sign. It is ordered. 

Tue Presipine Bisnop. Now, we will come to vote upon the amend- 
ment to the amendment which was offered by Brother Carlton, that 
half of the salaries paid to the Pacifie Coast District and the Southern 
District bishops come from the Home Missionary fund. 

Dr. Funk. I rise to a question of privilege. We ought to hear 
from Brother Whitney, the head of the Home Missionary department. 

THE Presipine Bisnop. It is out of order now; too late now. All 
in favor of this amendment raise the hand; opposed, like sign. 

It was lost. 

Tue Presipinc Bishop. Now the amendment offered by Bishop 
Mills that the salaries of the bishops emeritus come from the Pub- 
lishing House fund. 

Bishop Minus. I would like to read a clause from the Discipline. 

Voices. ° Hear, hear. 
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BisHop Mints. Page 125, Section 14 of the Discipline reads: “The 
profits of the printing establishment, after a sufficient capital to carry 
on the business is retained, shall be applied to the benefit of the tray- 
eling and worn-out itinerant preachers and their widows and or- 
phans.” It was under that provision that I made the motion. 

Rey. L. W. Stant. What would we do if there were no profits to 
pay those. ; 

The vote was taken and a division was called for. 

Tue Presipinc BisHor. Those favorable to this motion will stand 
and be counted. You are voting upon the proposition that the sal- 
aries of the bishops emeritus be paid out of the Publishing House in 
common with the worn-out preachers. Ninety-five arose. 

Tue Presipine BisHor. Those opposed will stand. Seventy arose. 

Tue Presipine BisHor. It prevails. 

Proressor Keppent. I would like to make a motion pertaining to 
this same subject, or taking up the points which we did not consider. 
I move that in assessing the bishops’ salaries to the Church they be 
assessed at the level rate, the same proportionate amount for every 
charge to pay. 

Seconded. 

Rev. H. Deau, of Minnesota Conference. I think we had a motion 
that was pretty nearly that the other day, that it be assessed to the 
conference in proportion to the membership. 

BisHop Mitts. I wish to present the difficulties in the way of doing 
that. Now, it costs a bishop to get out to California and hold confer- 
ences aS much as in this region, which has from ten to twenty thou- 
sand members, and I suspect the conferences will want the propor- 
tion of the bishop’s services; if you go to ratioing the assessment for 
the salary, while it has not been in proportion to the membership it 
was on a basis that was thought to be equitable to all concerned; a 
church conference in Eastern Pennsylvania pays some six hundred 
and some odd dollars; California pays one hundred dollars, and that 
is in proportion to the membership; but you cannot make it in pro- 
portion to the membership unless you allow the bishops to give a large 
amount of their time and services to the large conferences, and that 
should not be, because they are needed in these small fields. I think 
you ought to have a distribution that is not per capita, but on 
some other basis that would be entirely equitable to all concerned. 

Mrs. Heten Goutp, of Minnesota Conference. The Bible says “Ye 
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are to give according as ye are blest,” and some can give five dol- 
lars and some five hundred, and the ones that give the five hundred 
possibly feel it no more than the poor, and that is what the Bible 
teaches us, to give according as we are blest. 

Rev. D. P. Baker, of East Tennessee Conference. As I understand, 
we are adopting this report on salaries. Now, the motion does not 
pertain to the adoption of the report, but to something else. 

THE Presipine BisHop. The point is well taken. I think the pro- 
fessor will have to introduce that some other time. The motion is 
now upon the adoption of the report of the Committee on Salaries 
with the amendment. 

Rev. J. S. Kennan, of East Ohio Conference. I do not feel that 
we should pass this without noticing the salary of the editor of the 
Review. That periodical is to be issued every two months, and by 
this report we will pay $166 and more for each issue of that journal. 
I hardly think that this is an equitable apportionment. I move that 
item be made to read six hundred dollars in place of one thousand. 

Dr. D. R. Senerr. Are we adopting this report item by item? 

A. H. Laucusaum. I understand the motion is now on Dr. Cor- 
nell’s motion to adopt it as a whole. 

Dr. R. J. Wire. As I understand the Review, there is a loss to 
the Publishing House now, and I rise to ask this question: How much 
was the loss on this publication during the last quadrennium ? 

Dr. Funk. There has been no loss on the Review this quadren- 
nium; it has just about paid its way, perhaps fifty dollars a year to 
its credit. 

Dr. R. J. Wurre. ‘I would like to ask another question. I would 
like to ask if this report—if we pay the editor all this amount named, 
will it add to the cost? 

Dr. Funk. We paid the editor of the Review $350 during the past 
quadrennium, but, remember, he worked on the Sunday-school liter- 
ature. His salary was $350 for editing the Review and an additional 
$700 for his work on the Sunday-school literature. 

Dr. R. J. Wuire. In view of the answers that we have just heard, 
I am in favor of this amendment. Certainly if this Review just 
barely paid its way at the salary that was given, this will add $700 
or $650 to the cost of the Review, and of course there will be that 
much loss to the Publishing House. I am in favor of the amendment. 

Pror. E. S. Lorenz. Now that this matter has been referred to, 
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I wish to call attention to the fact that the editor of the Review 
writes original matter for about ten pages. He receives ten. dollars 
a page for the editorial work besides the correspondence. I submit 
that this is the most handsome salary paid for work done in this 
Church; I wish I could make that much out of the publication that 
I handle. 

Rey. A. 8S. Hammack, of Virginia Conference. This salary matter 
was held up in the committee until after this Conference decided to 
publish the Review. After this Conference said that we will have 
the Review edited separate from any other periodical of the Publish- 
ing House and an editor was elected, I think it is not just, certainly 
not fair dealing, to ask that man to take up this work for the next 
four years at the small compensation of six hundred dollars. If we 
propose to have a Review and have an editor of the Review, certainly 
we ought to be willing to pay him for it.- He has got to stay there 
just as much as if he were going to help to edit the Sunday-school 
literature. I thought it was a mistake of the Conference and the 
committee thought so, that the Review was not combined with the 
Telescope or some other periodical; but still we could do no better 
than to make a salary and one that was certainly reasonable, to say 
the least. There are some other things in connection with it that 
might be referred to just now. I understand that Dr. Thompson 
will do other work in the Publishing House in addition to the work 
that will be required on the Review, thereby the Publishing House 
will be saved from paying for that work. I do not think this amend- 
ment is in justice to Dr. Thompson; it is not fair to any man to 
require him to do the work at that salary after he has been first 
elected. 

Dr. R. J. Wuite. That is the question; it is understood that he 
will do additional work for the Publishing House? If that is under- 
stood, and this thousand dollars is to pay for that, why, let us vote 
understandingly. 

Dr. Funk. I do not know where the committee got that state- 
ment; that is all I have to say. 

Rry. A. S. Hammack. I should-be glad to hear from the chairman 
of the committee if that was not the understanding. 

Dr. Funk. Where did you get it? 

Rev. A. S. Hammack. I do not know. 

Tye Presiine Bisuor. It was in the Kansas air. 
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Rey. J. E. Suannon, of White River Conference. A point of order. 
We are not employing workmen for the Publishing House; we are 
fixing the salary of the editor of the Review. 

At this point Secretary Snyder read the result of the ballot for 
the directors of the Union Biblical Seminary board. 


REPORT OF THE BOARD OF TELLERS FOR DIRECTORS OF UNION BIBLICAL 


SEMINARY. 

ie emliytery cs 4 cues Se 14). Jd) RL Roberta: . 3h eee 67 
UepEeeuuepuisht....t cu ou seme, G4:-- J. Simona: phan. oat eee 
Nord. Melntyte,...>.0cnc. 15°?) EL A. Phompeon. <= oa eee 118 
DEPICTS EO mi eo 53° “J, BoShatzer: 222. oe 
Din. ICCKSrt lo. .5 eS eT 19. od Harris: ic. oe 
Deeds ek Ressler sive aids nee 66: 7d: ee Sny der ae ase i een 
Ace? ePunkhouser:.. scsi <2 74....D.. Cresswell) 23.2. a mae 1 
Mee Wemlotlly eo. on os ccs cs, 148) V... A. Carlton. ccs. 5 ee, ee 
Wee. Gorenz.. o... sae. cee TOL.) OSs NUS oes ae cde 3 
Caw Meaver. oo. ale. etne 107. W-- iS Beatty. eee 
Orns rade lls Osh 35. havens 41° Mark. Keppeli.¢. soc. poe 
TE LADEN Ghee sts taist dave 2 omer ak 127 > TD, Oerttess.. 4.00 ee 89 
A. B. Shauck 126: W...O.. Harper] 25255 ee 25. 
WW DS tratton. .s.... vc. ss 91 


The following were elected: J. W. Lilly, F. H. Rike, A. B. Schauck, 
H. A. Thompson, G. W. Deaver, E. 8. Lorenz, W. D. Stratton, T. D. 
Crites, J. H. Snyder. 

The result of the ballot on directors of the Board of Church Erec- 
tion is as follows: 


REPORT OF THE BOARD OF TELLERS FOR MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH- 
ERECTION BOARD. 

The following were elected: C. Whitney, J. W. Ruth, H. J. Roop, 
H. F. Shupe, S. C. Coblentz, J. A. Michaels, J. A. Weinland, J. M. 
Cogan, W. F. Parker. 

Later on, it being stated that this board required just four laymen 
to be named, the board of tellers were instructed to drop the name of 
the layman having the lowest. vote, and substitute therefor a minister 
having the next highest vote, and said board of tellers reported back 
to the Conference that I. H. Albright was elected in place of J. A. 
Michaels. 

Senator EpMonps. Now, Mr. Chairman and members of the Gen- 
eral Conference, the report of the Committee on Publishing’ Interests 
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® came up before the General Conference, and we decided that we would 
continue this Review, even at a loss, and we elected the eminent Dr. 
Thompson to edit this periodical. Now, I submit that a thousand 
dollars is a small salary for a man to work on in a city as large as 
Dayton. Dr. Thompson is not responsible for the work; the General 
Conference has selected the work and elected him to it. I think it 
is beneath the dignity of this Conference to cut his salary below one 
thousand dollars. You will remember this Review was edited before 
in connection with the assistant editorship of the Sunday-school litera- 
ture, but now it is an independent review and not attached to any- 
thing. You were to select an editor and decided upon Dr. Thompson, 
and we have put his salary at one thousand dollars. He will be under 
the same living expenses as the other editors, and I think this amount 
is small enough. 

Dr. L. S. Cornety. JI made a motion for the adoption of this report 
as a whole, believing that the committee covered all the ground in 
their consideration of these various salaries. I believe they took these 
things under consideration coolly and calmly, and for this reason this 
General Conference ought not to spend the half hours in trying to 
chip down, but we should adopt it as a whole. 

Tue Presipine BisHor. Are you ready for the amendment that the 
salary of the editor of the United Brethren Review be six hundred 
dollars instead of one thousand. Those favoring will lift the hand; 
those opposed, like sign. 

It does not prevail. 

Division called for. 

Tur Presipinc Bisuop. Those favoring this amendment will stand 
and be counted. Ninety arose. 

Tur Presipine BisHop. Those opposed will stand and be counted. 
Fifty-two arose. 

Tre Presipinc BisHop. The amendment prevails so that the salary 
shall be six hundred dollars instead of one thousand dollars. 

Dr. A. C. Witmore. I move that we amend the report by saying 
that the salary of the Church Treasurer shall be fourteen hundred 
instead of sixteen hundred dollars. 

Seconded. 

Tur Presipinc Bisnop. Are you ready for the report? All favor- 
ing, raise the hand. All opposed, like sign. 

It was adopted. 
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Hon. J. C. Myers, of Miami Conference. In connection with the 
report on salaries J wish to offer, the following resolution: 


Resolved, That in providing the General Conference expense fund 
in the future, it be made to cover only railroad fare to and from the 


‘Conference. 
K. R. Baser. 


J. C. Myers. 
W. E. Burcess. 
Bishop Castle returned to the chair. 


Rey. D. D. Lowrry. What does that resolution mean % 

Tue Presipine BisHop. It simply eliminates board. 

Rev. D. D. Lowrry. That the delegates who represent the General 
Conference shall be paid simply their railroad fare? We are opposed 
to it. 

Rey. E. R. Baper, of Northwest Kansas Conference. It is well 
known that the Church expects that the representation be reduced 
and also the expenses of this great gathering. We have increased the 
Board of Bishops. We have increased some of the salaries, if I mis- 
take not, and I feel very sure that there is not a man or woman in 
all this Church who would not be willing to pay their own expenses 
during the General Conference as a delegate and save several thou- 
sand dollars. When men are dying for the knowledge of Jesus Christ, 
we ought not to spend all these thousands of dollars in this way. I 
think it is not right. 

The resolution did not prevail. 

Rev. ©, A. Torn, of Northern Illinois Conference. I move we 
take up the report on Union Biblical Seminary. 

Tue Presipinc Bisnor. I would say this, that I think the com- 
mittee that was appointed to station the bishops ought to report: be- 
fore this Conference adjourns. 

Voices. Hear, hear. 

Dr. D. R. Mituer. As chairman of the committee, I will say that 
we are ready to report. Allow me to say for the committee that it 
was harmonious in all its actions, in making comparisons, and in talk- 
ing, there was some variety of opinion, but in taking the vote from 
district to district, the committee was unanimous in every decision it 
reached. The Secretary, Brother Lowery, will read the aHEOne 

Rev. D. D. Lowery read the report as follows: % 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE TO STATION THE BISHOPS. 


Your Committee to Station the Bishops report the following ap- 
pointments: 

East District—Bishop J. S. Mills. 

Central District—Bishop G. M. Mathews. 

West District—Bishop W. M. Weekley. 

Pacific District—W. M. Bell. 

Southern District—Bishop T. C. Carter. 

It was also the unanimous expressed sense of the committee that 
the bishops reside within the bounds of the district to which each has 
been appointed; and therefore we recommend the reaffirmation of the 
requirement respecting the residence of bishops of the Church, as 
found in the Discipline, Chapter VI., Section 8, and paragraph 4. 

D. R. Minter. 

GerorGe MILuEr. 

J: R. Harner. 

Jee Ace NING: 

Gerorce P. Hort. 

H. Drat. 

Jeele BARKS: 

W. R. Luovp. 

D. P. Baker. 

P. M. Camp. 

A. M. Snyper. 

J. H. Parrerson. 

H. OC. SHAFFER. 
D. D. Lowery. 

The report was approved. 

Dr. D. R. Mituer. Now, Mr. Chairman, some of us who heard the 
reading of the telegram a moment ago announcing the death of Sen- 
ator Kemp of Dayton, Ohio, who has been on boards in the past, an 
active, earnest member of our Church in Dayton, and who was elected 
to the Board of Church Trustees at this session, were greatly moved. 


I wish to offer this resolution: 


Wuereas, We learn with deepest regret of the sudden death of Sena- 
tor S. E. Kemp, of Dayton, Ohio, who at this session was elected a 
member of the Board of Church Trustees, we hereby express to his 
bereft wife and family our sympathy, and pledge to them our prayers 
thatthe abounding grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be abundantly im- 
parted to them, and that a copy of this resolution be sent to the widow 
by the secretary of this Conference. 


Seconded. 
This resolution was unanimously adopted by a standing vote. 
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BisHor Matuews. I would like to make a motion that we instruct 
the secretary to send a telegram of condolence to the family in their 
night of sorrow. 

This was agreed to. 

Secretary Snyder sent the following telegram. 


Mrs: 8. E. Kemp, Dayton, Ohio, Williams Street. 
The Genearl Conference sends condolence on account of the death 
of your honorable and esteemed husband. 
J. H. Snyper, Secretary. 


Rey. C. A. THorn. I move we take up the report of the Committee 
on Union Biblical Seminary. I move that it be amended as we pass 
along and not read the whole of the report. 

This was agreed to. 

Assistant Secretary Schaeffer reads the entire report without inter- 
ruption. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON UNION BIBLICAL SEMINARY. 


We, your Committee on Union Biblical Seminary, would report as 
follows: 

The progress of the Seminary during the quadrennium is noted 
with thankfulness to God, and appreciative recognition of the labors 
of its officers and faculty. The whole Church, both ministerial and 
lay, has expressed its approval of the policy of the officers to enlarge 
the influence of the Seminary by subscribing liberally of its money to 
liquidate the indebtedness and enlarge the endowment. In the in- 
creasing attendance of our young ministers upon its course of study, 
and their more marked efficiency in the work of the ministry, we recog- 
nize the blessing of God, and the approval of the Church. We ap- 
preciate the initiative of the faculty in planning the annual gatherings 
of our people for study of spiritual things under such distinguished 
teachers as G. Campbell Morgan and F. B. Meyer, bringing to our 
ministry new inspiration and energy. 

With these new blessings and this enlarged vision of our duty and 
power have come new needs and increased responsibility. These speak 
very clearly in the reports of our Business Manager and the Board of 
Directors, who, by their closer contact with the Seminary, are better 
qualified to tell us its needs. ; 

We concur with the recommendations of the Business Manager: 
“The conference assessments (aggregating $8,000) for the current ex- 
penses of the Seminary should be continued, and every annual con- 
ference should assess the full amount required by the General Con- 
ference, and collect in full the assessments. From this source we 
must continue to look for the larger amount of running expenses. 
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This feature of Seminary finances is indispensable to the mainte- 
nance of the Seminary.” 

We concur, also, with the Board of Directors, who, after reciting 
the growing necessity for-additional buildings, additional endowment, 
and increased teaching force, recommend as a means of making tangi- 
ble and effective an effort in behalf of the Seminary, recommend: 

1. That an effort be made during the first year of the quadrennium 
to raise $50,000 of additional endowment. 

2. That by the end of the second year of the quadrennium the 
amount of $50,000 be raised for new buildings and additional endow- 
ment. 


* AS TO CHANGE IN DISCIPLINE. 


Substitute on page 135, paragraph 12, Section 4, Chapter XXIII. 
for first clause of sentence, which reads, “The faculty shall prepare 
examination papers for candidates for admission to the Seminary,” 
the following: “The faculty may require candidates for admission 
to the Seminary to pass any examinations seemed necessary to deter- 
mine their fitness.” The paragraph will then read: “The faculty may 
require candidates for admission to the Seminary to pass any exam- 
inations deemed necessary to determine their fitness, and arrange for 
examinations in the respective conferences without expense to can- 
didates.” 

Your committee has referred the reports of our Business Manager 
and our Treasurer to the Auditing Committee. 

W. H. Wricur. 
S. Wrrrz. 
J. I. L. Ressuer. 
CO. A. THorN. 
. W. O. Mitts. 
G. A. Horre tu. 
S. S. Houan. 
Mrs. C. S. Ricuarps. 
J. A. Hawkins. 


Rev. CG. A. THorn. An additional item that the committee has 
added since this report was printed: 


We call attention to the small library of the Seminary, less than 
3,500 volumes at the end of thirty-four years, and the need not only 
of more books, but also of greater security for those now in posses- 
sion, and that as soon as practicable a library building and gymnasium 
be built. Mrs. C. S. Ricwarps. 

OC. A. THorn. 

The report was adopted. 

At this point there was a motion to adjourn. 


Dr. Funk announced a meeting of the Board of Trustees of the 
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Printing Establishment, immediately after adjournment, in the south- 
west room, and Dr. George Miller and Bishop Bell also made an- 
nouncements. m 

The motion to adjourn prevailed, with benediction by Rev. A. M. 
Cummins, of St. Joseph Conference. 





TENTH DAY—AFTERNOON SESSION. 


Monpay, May 22, 1905, 1: 30°P. mu. 

Bishop Kephart presiding. 

Rey. I. Bennehoff conducted the devotional service. 

Singing conducted without piano, “When I can read my title 
clear.” 

Rey. A. T. Howarp, secretary of the Committee on Missions. I 
have a paper here which was referred to the Missionary Committee. 
May I read it at this time ? 

Tur Presmpine BisHop. You may read it. 

Rey. A. T. Howard read the report. 


RESOLUTIONS DEFINING THE RELATION OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF 
THE UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST TO THE SOCIETIES 
FOR THE FRIENDLESS. 


Wuereas, The criminal and friendless classes are among those for 
whom Christ died, thus bringing them into the field of the mission- 
ary activities of the Church; and, whereas, owing to the separation 
of church and state, all such missionary activities must be interde- 
nominational; and, whereas, the societies for the friendless, by their 
form of organization and plan of work are recognized by religious 
bodies, both local and State, by resolutions of confidence and coopera- 
tion, therefore be it 

Resolved, 1. That we, the General Conference of the United 
Brethren in Christ, do express our confidence in the societies for the 
friendless, and pledge them our hearty codperation in seeking and 
saving the lost. 

2. That we urge our members to obey the command implied in 
our Lord’s words, “I was in prison and ye came unto. me” (Matt. 25: 
36), by regularly visiting jails and prisons, evangelizing the prisoners, 
aiding them after release, and doing whatever else shall be needed to 
reclaim and restore them. : ’ 

3. That we extend like courtesies to all other missionary agencies - 
doing missionary work similar to that of the societies for the friend- 
less. Missionary ComMMIrtEE, 
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BOOKS TO BE OMITTED. 


“Christian Doctrine,” Weaver, from first and second year study 
course. 

“New Era” and “Expansion,” by Strong, from second year. 

“Manual of Christian Evidences,” Fisher, from fourth year. 

“Church History,” Schaff, from fourth year. 

“Theological Encyclopedia,” Crooks & Hurst, (out of print), from 
fourth year. 

“Enelyclopedia of Religious Knowledge,” Schaff-Herzog, from 
fourth year. 

BOOKS TO BE ADDED. 


The name of author, “White,” added after “Hxegetical Studies,” 
in second year. 

“Life of Weaver,” Thompson, to be read second year. 

Name of author, “F. R. Weidner,” added after “Hxegetical Stud- 
jes,” third year. 

“Explorations in Bible Lands,” Hilprecht, be substituted for “Re- 
cent Researches,” in third year. 

“Systematic Homiletics,” by Proudfoot, in books to be read, third 
year. 

4. We would also recommend to pastors, for use in their classes of 
children, “A Christian Catechism,” by Philip Schaff, published by 
The American Sunday-School Union, No. 1122 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. M. R. Drury, Chairman, 

. B. Strarron, Seeretary, 
. E. SHANNON, 

. D. Lowery, 

. DEEVER, 

H. Ruersusu, 

. L. RoBerts, 

> W. VINE, 

. S. Davis. 


Sa 
ype 


cy 
ise) 


. 


. 


Hau 


Committee. 


‘ Dr. W. E. Scuet, of Eastern Nebraska Conference. I move that 


we adopt the report as a whole. 

Seconded. 

Rev. GC. H. Cox, of West Virginia Conference. I move that para- 
graph three be amended by striking out the word “reading” and in- 
sert the word “studies.” 

Seconded. 

The amendment was adopted. The report as amended was adopted. 

Rev. J. C. Bremer, of Ohio German Conference. The report on 
church membership has not been adopted. 


745 


TWENTY-FOURTH GENERAL CONFERENCE 


Tue Presipine Bisnop. The report on church membership is called 
for. 
Assistant secretary read the report. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CHURCH MEMBERSHIP. 


We, your Committee on Church Membership, recommend the’ 
following: 

On page 20, Chapter IV, section 1, sub-section 3, fourth line, after 
the words “of our Church,”, strike out the remainder of said sub- 
section and insert the following: 

“Then the members of the Church will stand, and the minister 
will repeat this covenant, as follows: ‘Do you, the members of the 
Church of the United Brethren in Christ, enter into a covenant 
with this applicant [or these applicants] for membership, and 
promise to watch over, instruct, counsel and cherish him [or them] 
with all long-suffering, gentleness, and love?” The Church will 
then answer, ‘We will endeavor to do so.” After which the hand 
of fellowship may be extended. The preacher shall then register 
the names of the accepted members in the Church reéord.” 

On page 20, chapter IV, section 1, immediately following the 
above sub-section, incorporate a new sub-section, to be numbered 4, 
‘as follows: 


“Committee on Applicants for Membership. : 


“4, A local church which deems it advisable for its protection 
against imposition may appoint a committee on applicants for mem- 
bership, who, together with the pastor, may make inquiry as to 
the advisability of admitting such applicants to membership in the 
Church according to the foregoing requirements.” 

On page 20, chapter IV, section 1, re-number sub-sections 4, 5, 6r 
and 7, and constitute numbers 5, 6, 7 and 8. s 

On page 22, chapter IV, section 2, sub-section 10, after the words;- 
“Stinerant ministry,” strike out “quarterly, or oftener,” and sub- 
stitute “weekly, or quarterly.” ; 

On page 23, section 2, sub-section 11, strike out the words “class,” 
and substitute “local church.” 

On page 23, same section, in second line from the top of the page, 
after the words “may determine,” insert “In case a member is sus- 
pended, all his privileges and functions as a member of the Church 
cease. 

On page 23, section 2, sub-section 15, in the first line, strike out 
“class leaders” and substitute “church deacons.” Also, in the same * 
sub-section, line four, strike out “leader” and insert “deacon.” 

On page 26, section 3, sub-section 3, in lines nine and ten, after the 
words “local church,” strike out “or class,” and substitute “official 
_board.” 
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On page 27, section 3, sub-section 5, line at top of page 27, strike 
out the word “class” and substitute “local church.” 

On page 27, section 8, sub-section 7, in the second line, strike out 
the word “class” and substitute “local church.” In same line strike 
out the words “class leader” and insert “church clerk.” 

On page 27, chapter IV, section 4, in the heading of the section, 
strike out the word “Dismissal” and substitute the word “With- 
drawal,” so as to read, “TRANSFER AND WITHDRAWAL OF MEMBERS.” 

‘On pages 27 and 28, section 4, strike out sub-sections 1, 2, 3 and 4, 
and substitute the following: 


“Certificate of Transfer of Members. 


“4, When a member of our Church removes from one pastoral 
charge to another, he shall obtain a certificate of transfer by a majority 
vote of the membership, or official board of the local church of which . 
he is a member, signed by the pastor, or if there is no pastor, by the 
class leader. The certificate to be in the form of number 1, section 1, 
chapter XXVIII, of our Book of Discipline, page 166.” 

: A footnote shall be subjoined to all certificates of transfer, as fol- 
ows: 


“NorE.—This is not a letter of dismissal from our church, and it does not termi- 
nate the connection of the member with the local church which grants the trans- 


fer. 
“Transfer of Non-Resident Members. 


“9 Tn case that any member of our Church who does not reside | 
in reach of a local church, shall make application to the pastor for 
a certificate of transfer, the pastor may issue such certificate to said 
member if his Christian life is known to be good, and he has settled 
all his church dues, subscriptions, and assessments. 


“Notice of Forwarding Certificates. 
_ “3° The pastor who issues a certificate of transfer as provided - 
in either of the preceding sections, shall, if practicable, forward such 
certificate, with proper notice and explanation in regard to it, to the 
pastor of the charge to which the member receiving the certificate 
shall remove. 


“Notice of Reception of Members on Certificate. 

“When a pastor shall have received a member on a certificate of 
transfer he shall notify the pastor, or class leader, of the local church 
from which it was issued, and said pastor, or leader, shall enter on 
the church record opposite the name of the transferred member, the 
words ‘Removed by certificate of transfer.’ 


“Certificate of Recommendation. 


“x When a member of our Church shall remove from one of our 
pastoral charges to another, and shall make application to the pastor 
for a letter of recomimendation by which he may unite either with 
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another evangelical church or one of our local churches, said member 
may be entitled to receive such‘ certificate of recommendation by a 
majority vote of the membership, or official board of the local church 
of which he is a member, signed by the pastor, or, if there is no pas- 
tor, by the class leader; provided, that the good standing of said mem- 
ber is evidenced by the settlement of all his church dues, subscriptions 
and assessments, and by his observance of the rules of our church 
pertaining to the ‘Duties of Members’ contained in Section 2, Chapter 
IV, of our Discipline. Said certificate to be in the form of Number 
2, Section 1, Chapter XXVIII, of our Discipline, page 166. 


“Limitation of Certificates. 

“6. A certificate issued to a member of our church as provided 
in either of the preceding sections must be presented to some local 
_ church, or returned to the church by which it was granted, within 
eighteen months; otherwise it becomes nuil and void. 


“Amenability of Certified Member. 

“7, A member receiving a certificate of transfer, or recommenda- 
tion, is amenable to the local church by which it was granted until 
said certificate is deposited with some other local ehurch, or until 
the certifiéate expires by limitation. 


“Disposal of Delinquent Non-Resident Members. 
“8. In case a member removes from a pastoral charge and fails to 
report to the local church of which he is a member, at least once each 
conference year, he may be marked ‘Removed without certificate. 


“Certificate of Withdrawal. 


“9. If a member of our church desires to withdraw from the 
church, and his Christian life has been good, and he has settled all 
his church dues, subscriptions and assessments, he shall be entitled 


to a certificate of honorable withdrawal from the church by a ma- | 
jority vote of the membership, or official board of the local church of ¢ 
which he is a member, signed by the pastor, or, if there is no pastor, 
by the class leader. Said certificate to be in the form of Number 38,° 


Section 1, of Chapter XXVIII, of our Discipline, page 166.” 
10. Re-number sub-section 5 of section 4 (on page 28), constituting 
it number 10. 
11. Re-number sub-section 6 of section 4 (on page 28), constitut- 
ing it number 11. J. O. Bremer, Chairman, 
A. C. Witmore, Secretary, 
E. H. Ricuarps, 
Jas. A. Brexu, 
Mary A. Garser, 
J. A. Ricrarpson, 
A. A. Groom, 
J. G. STEHMAN, 
"49° ' Committee. 


UNITED BRETHREN IN CHRIST 


Rev. S. L. Topp, of Indiana Conference. I move that we adopt the 
report. 

Seconded. 

Dr. R. J. Wuite. I move that we strike out all after “Certificate 
of Transfer of Members,” and leave it just as it is in the Discipline. 

Seconded. 

Dr. R. J. Waite. My chief objection to it is this, that it changes 
radically the government of our Church. We have always believed 
that the laity of our Church has the power. This takes the power 
out of our hands and leaves it in the hands of the pastor. I repeat 
it, brethren, that this changes the genus of our Church. It takes the 
authority away from the laity of our Church and puts it in the hands 
of the pastor. 

Rev. D. D. Lowery, of Eastern Pennsylvania Conference. Of 
course there are some items proposed in the section given here that 
may not be so helpful, but there is one thing that this motion will 
carry along that we certainly ought to retain. We are now losing 
hundreds of our members every year for want of an effective trans- 
fer—hundreds of them; there are hundreds of our members moving 
out into these Western States that you_people of the West are losing 
because we have no effective transfer. They are moving from one 
State to another, and before the pastor living in that city knows 
of their presence there, they are in other churches. Now, this propo- 
sition here is that when a member moves from one place to another 
the pastor of that member sends the transfer of the member to the 
place in which such member then resides. 

Tur Presipine Bisuop, If there is something in that that you 
think ought to be retained, why don’t you move an amendment mak- 
ing an explanation. 

Dr. R. J. Wars. I think I can make a motion so it will be accept- 
able to the brother, and it is this: Instead of its reading by the pas- 
tor, let it be by the official board of the Church, that the transfers 
and letters are not to be given by the pastor, but to be given by the 
official board. 

Rev. D. D. Lowrry. Well that might do, Mr. Chairman, but after 
all, the certificate of transfer from one of our churches to another of 
our churches ought to be made by the pastor to the pastor of the other 
church. If that fails, the whole thing fails. So far as the certificate of 
dismissal is concerned, that is a different matter entirely. But I am 
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speaking now upon this one point, the certificate of transfer, and not 
the certificate of dismissal, and it seems to me that that ought to 
be in the hands of the pastor—simply transfer it as you would in 
any other line of business, in any other organization; if a man goes 
away from one to another, he is transferred by the head of the depart- 
ment, and so in the Church. What I desire by this is simply that a 
member removing from one place to another, he shall be transferred 
to the church of that place, so that he shall be cared for and that he 
may be helped himself and may be a help and a blessing to the church. 
We have to-day, as I stated a moment ago, hundreds living in cities 
here and there who are practically of no account financially and less 
spiritually to the Church, and the pastors have no control over them 
and can do nothing with them. Now, the difficulty is here: You 
leave the matter simply to the discretion of the local church from 
which the brother moves; some pastor may desire to hold these names, 
so as to have them on the list for his report at annual conference, 
whereas if he should report, say, twenty-five transferred, he would 
have a more solid membership to report at annual conference than 
he otherwise could have, and the church that should have those trans- 
ferred members would retain to our denomination those members that 
we are otherwise losing each*year. Now, if Brother White’s sugges- 
tion would meet that particular point, I would readily accede to his 
wishes in that regard, but I fear that just here there may be a weak 
point—the official board themselves sometimes want to retain those 
members moving away. 

Bishop Matuews. Brother Lowery, will you let me suggest that 
the certificate be granted by the authority of the official board 2 

Rey. D. D. Lownry. So it is made obligatory it will be accepted. 

Rev. L. W. Stan. If we are going to say “deacon” in place of 
“elder” it ought to be made to harmonize. It ought to harmonize all 
through. 

Dr. G. P. Mackuy, of Miami Conference. According to the previ- 
ous action of this General Conference, we have provided for the office 
of deacon, and if you change the name here to deacon, it will con- 
fuse with elder, and class elder and class deacon are provided for. 

Tue Presipinc BisHor. You will please hold this for the amend- 
ment, which is to strike out. . 

W. A. Lurz, of Pennsylvania Conference. I do not see how we 
ean afford to throw it aside. This matter has come up before our 
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official board and we should not throw it out. It has been before our 
official board time and again, as it ought to be. As Article VIII. 
provides for there, “In case a brother removes from a pastoral charge 
and fails to report to the local church of which he is a member at 
least oncé each conference year, he may be marked ‘removed without 
certificate.’ ” We had last year on the revision of our class records 
forty-one members that were non-residents. What to do with them 
we did not know. We have no law by which we could remove these 
members or mark them removed on our books. Again, in the ninth 
article, “If a brother of our Church desires to withdraw from our 
Church and his Christian life has been good and he has settled all 
his church dues, subscriptions, and assessments, he shall be entitled 
to a certificate of honorable withdrawal by a majority vote of the 
memberhip or official board of the local church of which he is a 
member, signed by the pastor, and if there is no pastor, by the class- 
leader.” This I think should be as it is. Often certificates of mem- 
bership are given to persons who have not paid one cent; they have 
subscribed money for parsonages and other funds, and they have not 
paid them. As one man said, “I will pay you as I please, and you 
cannot collect it, either.” This covers that exactly, and I do not 
think you ought to strike it out. 

Dr. A. C. Witmore, of White River Conference. This is my report, 
and I would like to have a word to say. I wish to say this to the 
Conference, that this committee went over its work very carefully, 
and spent a large part of two nights trying to arrange this to con- 
form to our Discipline. You will notice, brethren, on the one hun- 
dred and sixty-sixth page of our Discipline, that we have three for- 
mulas. Now this harmonizes with these three formulas. What 
was in the Discipline was so ambiguous that no church 
officers could give a proper construction of the law. It was one of 
the most antiquated things we had in the Discipline. Sixteen years 
ago you revised your Confession of Faith and the Constitution, but 
left this old’ rule of church membership that had been amended and 
amended again without any form, and we have arranged it in system- 
atic order. We have not put anything in except what we have below, 
about awarding certificates. That was called for from the Eastern 
Pennsylvania Conference. We have a certificate of transfer of mem- 
bership we give to our members in the Discipline, but we have no 
arrangement to conform with the new certificate whatever; there is 
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9 
no harmony; you can make anything out of it, and we spent our time 
to straighten it out. We think the more you will look at it the more 
you will see it is in harmony. We have endeavored to use better lan- 
guage and the composition is better; it is better in every way, and 
I wish you would vote it through. 

R. H. Bennerr. I want to ask the committee if it is their inten- 
tion under Paragraph 8 that the membership of the party shall cease 
if the official board makes that finding and marks them removed with- 
out certificate—whether that is the purpose of that clause? It does 
not say anything about it. 

Dr. A. C. Witmorr. No, sir. They may be reinstated, and we 
could have put that in. We arranged it.and revised it and put in 
systematic order. All that is new is found in the items just below— 
what you suggest striking out—the transfer of non-resident members. 
In fact, that is not new; it is in the old, but it is not systematic. The 
third item and the fourth item, (it isn’t marked fourth, I notice; 
figure 4 was left out,) those are two new items, and they are the only 
new items we have. They only contain the items in the old Disci- 
pline, as you will see, and I can show you, if I take the time to look 
over them; and this note is put in and it is a good thing to have. If 
that footnote is not there, he thinks by keeping that in his trunk he 
ean get out of the Church; but when he reads that footnote he will 
find he cannot get out of the Church by keeping that in his trunk. 
You will find that hundreds will put their membership in that would 
not do it without that footnote. 

The motion to strike out did not prevail. 

Rev. L. W. Sranz. I move to amend the report by striking out the 
word “deacon” and leaving it “leader,” as it is in the Discipline. 

Seconded 

Dr. A. C., Winmore. We put that part in there to harmonize with _ 
the item you added the other day in the report on ministry of the 
Church. The deacon is to look after raising the money for the poor. 

Rev. D, D. Lowery. I think we had reference to class steward and 
not to class leader. 

Tue Presipinc Bisnorp. Yes, you have the terms mixed. 

Dr. W. E. Scuett. I move that there be an amendment in Para- 
graph 3, third line, that the words “or her” be inserted in the paren? 
thesis at the end of the fifth line, third paragraph, first page of the 
report. ‘ 
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Tur Presipine BisHor. There is an amendment pending. All in 
favor of striking out the word “deacon” and leaving the word “leader” 
indicate by uplifted hand. All opposed, like sign. 

It was stricken out. 

The suggestion of Dr. W. E. Schell was agreed to by general con- 
sent. 

Dr. W. O. Friss, of Sandusky Conference. I would like to offer 
an amendment on page 19, under “Questions to Applicants,” No. 2. 
“Have you experienced the pardon of your sins, and have you now 
peace with God? If so, answer, I trust I have.” I would like to 
substitute the following: “Have you accepted the Lord Jesus Christ 
as your personal Savior and have you now peace with God? If so, 
answer, I have,” and I so move. 

Seconded. 

Dr. R. J. Wuite. I move to substitute this in place of the amend- 
ment: That this question shall be, “Do you believe in Jesus Christ as 
your personal Savior? If so, answer, I so believe.” 

Seconded. 

Dr. R. J. Wuire. My reason for asking this question is this: We 
are then in perfect harmony with the teachings of God’s Word. Jesus 
Christ said, “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved,” and 
“He that believeth hath everlasting life,” and I think we ought to ask 
biblical questions, the questions that Jesus insisted upon. If people 
believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, they have eternal life. If they do 
not believe, they shall not see life, but the wrath of God abideth on 
them. Therefore I am in favor of the substitute. 

Rey. J. R. Cuampers, of Neosho Conference. I am opposed to this 
amendment. I am in favor of leaving the Discipline as it is. If we 
want to put ourselves down exactly on the basis of the Christian or 
Campbellite Church we will adopt this amendment. We believe in the 
Holy Ghost conversion by a personal acceptance of Christ. I think 
we want the Discipline as it is. 

Tue Presipinc Brsnop. You will do well to put this Discipline on 
the Word of God. 

The substitute of Dr. White was lost. 

Rev. J. E. Suannon, of White River Conference. I am heartily in 
favor of Brother Fries’s amendment. If any man experiences the 
pardon of his sins, that takes place with God. He experiences the 
results. 
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Tue Presipine Bishop. They are manifest in his life. There are 
a great many fellows that say “I have” when they have not. 

Amendment of Dr. Fries prevailed. — ’ 

Rev. L. W. Srauz. I suppose we will make the same change in 
other places. 

Ture Preswine Bisuop. Yes. 

Tue Presipine Bisnor. All in favor of adopting the report raise 
the hand. Opposed, like sign. It is approved. 

Rev. C. H. Cox, of West Virginia Conference. I move that the 
formula relating to the acceptance of members given on page 153 be 
harmonized with the Discipline relating to the same thing on page 
20, Chapter IV. 

This was done by general consent. 

Rev. Grorce P. Horr. As to the dividends of the Publishing 
House, I want to offer the following resolution: . 


Wuereas, The Publishing House has shown a net balance in profits 
of about $100,000 for the past quadrennium, after distributing to the 
conferences over $40,000; and, whereas, we believe that by keeping 
faithfully the obligations laid upon us by the fathers in this matter 
lies at the foundation of its success, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That we deem it equitable that for the coming quadren- 
nium that at least one-third of the net profits of the house should be 
distributed as dividends to the several annual conferences. 

Gro. P. Horr. 


Marx KeEppet. 
Seconded. 


Rev. L. W. Stanz. I would like to ask this: It is known to this 
Conference that the house has considerable of a load just now to carry, 
and I do not think, not knowing how the times may be in the future, 
what one year with another may bring forth, it would be the best 
policy for this Conference or the Agent or the trustees to order such 
things that they do not know that they can do. I think the Agent 
and trustees are willing to do the very best they can with the profits, 
and I move you that this matter be referred to the board. 

Seconded. 

It was so referred. 

Tue Presipine Bisnop. The secretary will read the report of Com- 
mittee No. 22 on Church-Houses and Parsonages, ete. 

Assistant Secretary Schaeffer read as follows: 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CHURCH-HOUSES, PARSONAGES, ETC. 


We, your Committee on Church-Houses, Parsonages, etc., beg leave 
to report as follows: 

We recommend the following changes for your consideration, and 
adoption in Chapter XIII. of the Discipline: 

1. That the word “Appointing” be changed to the word “Elect- 
ing,” in the title of section 1; also, that the word “appoint” in line 
five of section 1, be changed to “elect”; and that the word “judicious,” 
in the same line, be omitted; and that all following the words “quar- 
terly conference,” in the tenth line, be omitted from the above section. 

2. That the word “appoint,” in the second line of section 2, be 
changed to “elect”; and after the word “and,” in the third line, the 
following shall be inserted: “the secretary of the board of trustees 
shall see”—omitting the word “to,” to make sense. 

3. In the first line of section 3, omit “or oftener if need be’; and 
in line two, after the word “shall,” add the following: “organize if a 
new board, or reorganize if an old board, by electing.” In line three 
of the same section, add the word “special” before the word “meet- 
ings”; and in line four, change the words “two other” so as to read 
“a majority of the.” 

4. In section 6, in line eight, after the words “warranty deed,” add 
the words “the blank form.” 

5. In section 10, page 84, omit the following from lines one and 
two: “annual or quarterly conference, or members of any local 
church.” 

6. That all parts of Chapter XIII remain unchanged. 

” We further recommend that there be no changes in Chapter 
XIV, except the following shall be added to section 5: “and shall 
reorganize thereafter annually.” 

Signed in behalf of Committee. Ww. D. Srrarron, Chairman, 

S. E. Kumtuer, Secretary. 


Dr. D. W. Sprinkxz, of Eastern Ohio Conference. I move its adop- 
tion. 
Seconded. 


The report was adopted. 
Tus Presipinc Bisuor. The secretary will read the report of the 


Committee on State of the Church. 
The assistant secretary read as follows: 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON STATE OF THE CHURCH. 


We, your Committee on State of the Church, beg leave to report as 


follows: 
Standing to-day along the mountain range to which the church 
has ascended under the leadership of Jesus our mighty conquering 
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King, we rejoice in the midst of the din of battle as we look upward 
toward the sunlit summit of triumph and victory. 

Many have been the conflicts the Church has waged against her 
mighty foes with which she has had to contend, and her victories 
have been written in blood and in tears, on many pages of her history. 
Still the battle is on. 

Many dark lines mark the background of the future prosperity of 
the Church, but the foreground is tinted with the bright rays of the 
sun of righteousness in his coming majesty and millennial glory. 

Many forces confront the Church to-day to retard her in the mighty 
conquest of the world. Let us look at them at this perilous hour as 
they appear upon the pages of the past, and from this point take an 
upward glance of the future and catch a gleam of hope and light until 
we shall see her moving clear as the sun, fair as the moon, and terri- 
ble as an army with banners. 

One of the dark forebodings that appear upon the background is the 
laxness of the church membership to hold fast the principles laid down 
by our fathers for the quiet hours of prayer and meditation. 

The wild, mad rush to-day for greed and gain has become master 
of the hearts and affections of men and women who are identified with 
the Church of Jesus Christ. Many are seeking for place more than 
purity, for pleasure more than a life of perfectness in Jesus. 

The Church has had in the recent years a mighty touch of the 
world, and is molding it much after the material instead of the 
spiritual; robbing it of its old-time fire and zeal for saving men; and 
has settled down to cold formalism and speculation. 

Again: The Church has in these years to some extent been diverted 
from the purpose of God in giving her a place in the world, and 
these passing years have revealed many changes, in the rapid pace 
set in motion: by the world and its aggressive movements, and the 
tendeney of the Church has been to take pattern therefrom. She has 
lost much of her spiritual power and usefulness. The old-time class 
and prayer meetings have been left far behind, while fraternal societies 
of human origin and material purposes only have forged to the front, 
And these things have had a tendency to rob the Church of its men 
and women, its money and its power. 

The many. church members turn away with the ungodly world to 
the Sunday baseball, the Sunday excursion—parks, festivals, and 
other places of diversion, to the destruction of Godly piety and fellow- 
ship on the Lord’s day; and the Sunday school and the services of the 
sanctuary are left unattended by those who have paid their vows to 
her constant means of grace. Many who bear the name of Christian, 
spend their evening hours at cards, at operas, and even at the dance, 
rather than spend these hours of the early nightfall in the study of . 
God’s Word and in prayer. 


Many drift along the surging sea of worldly satisfaction and selfish 
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gratification, until they bring the Church of our Lord into disrepute 
in the midst of a heartless and gainsaying world. 

But in this moment of dearth and darkness and shadows thrown 
about us, let us look up and hear the voice of our God: “O that thou 
hadst hearkened to my commandments; then hadst thy peace been like 
a river and thy righteousness like the waves of the sea.” 

So let us turn our eyes upward toward a better day, where the hill- 
tops gleam with a new radiance of splendor and beauty.. To-day we 
are pitching our tents toward the highlands, and are thereby getting 
a new viewpoint from which we behold the triumphs of our fathers in 
the past, the marvelous opportunities of the present, and the mighty 
responsibilities of the future, as we press forward on the upward 
_ sunlit way, looking for our coming King. We observe a marvelous 
spirit of worldwide evangelism stirring the very heart of the Church 
to-day, until the gospel is not only being preached to enlighten men 
and women, but is being carried to the four corners of the world. 
The young life of the Church is being laid upon the altar of conse- 
eration and service for the great missionary work of bringing the 
world to the feet.of the Son of God. And alongside these precious 
lives are being laid the means to prosecute the work, until we are now 
able to enter more vigorously the golden fields of opportunity, respon- 
sibility, and glorious results. 

We admire the marvelous achievements of our boards of missions. 
At the very threshold of this new century, with pressing debts paid, 
this means wonderful things to the Church in the next quarter of a 
century, should Jesus delay his coming. 

Again: The hearty codperation and unity of spirit and aggressive 
movement of all the evangelistic bodies bespeak to our anxious hearts 
the fulfillment of Christ’s prayer to the Father, “That they may all 
be one as we are.” Therefore the field widens and brightens in the 
glowing sunlight of a better day. 

“Thou hast put all things in subjection under his feet, for in 
that he put all things in subjection under him, he left nothing that 
is not put under him; but now we see not all things put under him. 
But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, for 
the suffering of death crowned with glory and honor.” 

And under him the progress of the Church is shown in the more 
efficient qualification for the ministry. The Church has realized the 
burning need of God-called and God-sent men and women to bear the 
message of a living gospel to a sinful, dying world; and so we have 
come to see that God is putting his divine seal of approval upon the 
spirit-filled ministry. 

Thus in the onward march of the Church under the Captain of our 
salvation, and a loyal, consecrated ministry and membership, may we 
not hear in the not far distance the sound of the chariot-wheels of 
our God coming to the judgment? Shall we not hear the words of 
Jesus, “Be ye therefore ready ?” 
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We therefore recommend— 

1. To the ministry of the Church the necessity above everything 
else the emphasizing of the essential fundamentalities of the gospel, 
namely: The Lordship of Jesus Christ, his vicarious suffering, his 
death and his resurrection from the dead, and the regeneration of 
man’s nature. 

2. That all our people return to the old landmarks of our fathers 
in the rebuilding of the altars of God in all our homes. The daily 
reading of the Holy Scriptures and the attendance upon the services 
of the sanctuary as per Discipline. 

Grorce MILER, 

S. L. Topp, 

CG; Hs Cox 

M. P. Miter, 
JASPER GOSHERT, 

J. W. ScHoFIELD, 
J. L. Branpensure, 
Grorce A. WOLFE, 
W. E. StTantey, 


Committee. 


Rev. J. E. Suannon, of White River Conference. I move we adopt 
the report. 

Seconded. 

S. W. Lort, of Sandusky Conference. J move to amend by striking 
out paragraphs 7, 8, 9, and 10 of this report. 

Seconded. 

S. W. Lorr. My reason for this is that this does not state the true 
condition of the Church. I want to cal] your attention to one sen- 
tence, “She has lost much of her spiritual power and usefulness.” I 
do not believe that is true. Take these paragraphs all together and it 
represents a pessimistic view. 

The portion stricken out begins with “The Church has had in re- 
cent years a mighty touch of the world,” and ends with “many drift 
along the surging sea of worldly satisfaction and selfish gratification 
until they bring the church of our Lord into disrepute in the midst 
of a heartless and gainsaying world.” 

This was stricken out. 

Cot. Ropert Cownren. I move to further amend by striking out 
the last three lines on the second page and the first two lines on the * 
next page as being irrelevant. 

The portion moved to be stricken out: “Thou hast put all things in 
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subjection under his feet. For in that he put all in subjection under 
him, he left nothing that is not put under him. But now we see 
not yet all things put under him. But we see Jesus who was made 
a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death crowned with 
glory and honor.” 

This was stricken out. 

The report as amended was then adopted. 

Bisoor Kepuart. Now, let me call your attention to one thing, 
brethren, and that is this: As I understand the situation, you want 
all the acts relative to the general Church boards to go into effect at 
once, so those boards have authority to act. 

Dr. Funx. Iso move, Mr. Chairman. 

Seconded. 

Tue Presipinc Bisnor. It is moved and seconded that. the church 
boards elect hereby have authority to take charge of the work assigned 
them. All in favor raise the hand. Opposed, like sign. It was so 
voted. : 

Professor Keppel, chairman of the board of tellers, reported that 
the name of Dr. I. H. Albright was substituted in place of J. A. 
Michaels, a layman, on the Church-Erection Board, and this will now 
leave the board stand five ministers and four laymen. 

Dr. Bmrman, of Eastern Pennsylvania Conference. J move that 
we consider the report on itinerancy. 

Tue Presipinc Bisuop. If there be no objection, the secretary will 
read at once. 

Assistant Secretary Schaeffer read the report. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ITINERANCY. 


We, your Committee on Itinerancy—chapters 7 and 8, pages 60-68; 
Discipline—beg leave to report as follows: 

On page 60, paragraphs 1 and 2 unchanged. ; 

Paragraph 3, which now reads as follows: “Should a pastor desire 
to leave the work assigned him, etc.,” we recommend that it shall read: 
“Should a pastor after duly entering upon the work assigned him 
desire to leave the same for any reason, he shall inform the presiding 
elder of his intentions, in writing, at least thirty days before his 
resignation is to take effect, and satisfy him that all his obligations 
to the charge have been satisfactorily adjusted; and should said 
minister leave or neglect his charge, except it be through sickness or 
other unavoidable circumstances, he shall be accountable to the next 


b) 
annual conference.’ 
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Page 61, fourth line from top,.strike out the words “another elder,” 
and substitute “one or more elders.” 

Page 68, chapter VIII, section 2. We recommend to prefix and 
make read as follows: “The Board of Bishops shall constitute a 
Board of Management of Deaconess homes, and when a majority of 
the pastors of our church in a city or conference wish to establish such 
a home, they must first submit their plans to the Board of Bishops at 
one of their annual meetings, and if the matter is approved by the 
Board it shall prepare rules and regulations by which such Deaconess 
home shall be founded and managed.” 

There was submitted to us a course of study, as follows, for Deacon- 
esses, in the German language, desiring it placed in the Discipline. 
All other rules unchanged. 


*BUECHER FUER GEMEINDE-DIAKONNISSEN STUDIEN-KURSES. 
(ERSTES JAR.) 

1. Die Deutsche Bibel. 

a. Altes Testament, 1 Mose—2-ten Chronika. 

b. Neues Testament, Die Evangelien. 
“Life of Christ,” by Stalker. 
“Geschichte der weiblichen Diakonie,” Golder. 
“Manual of Bible Study,” Blakie. 
“Deaconesses,” Wheeler. 
“In der Schule des Gebets,” Murray. 


> Ve HE 99 bo 


*BUECHER ANGERATEN ZU LESEN.* 


“Tes Christen Geheimniss eines verborgenen Lebens,” H. W. Smith. 
“Life of Christ,” Eddersheim. 
“How to Bring Men to Christ,” Torrey. 


(ZWEITES JAR.) 


1. “Die Deutsche Bibel,” 
a. AltesTestament, Esra—Malaachi. 
b. Neues Testament, Apostelgeschichte bis Offb., Johannes. 
“Binney’s Compend.” 
“Heilige Geschichte,” Sulzberger, 
“Calwer Kirchengeschichte.” 
“Life of St. Paul,” Stalker. 
“Social Law of Service,” Ely. 
“Die Krankenpflege,” Duemling. 


TID OB 99 bo 


*BUECHER ANGERATEN ZU LESEN.* 


“Manual of Nursing,” Weeks. 
“Tongue of Fire,” Arthur. 
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“Vereinigte Brueder Kirchengeschichte,” Berger. 
“Groesserer Katechismus,” Nast. 
J. D. Wyanpt, Chairman, 
W. L. HinsHaw, Secretary, 
J. W. Laxg, 
I. H. Asricut, 
G. C. WiLiiaMs, 
A. A. Moors, 
W. E. Burgess, 
Henry WRIGHT, 
Miss Grace WARNER, 
Committee. 
The report was adopted as a whole. 


Secretary Snyper. Now, I believe this exhausts our reports unless 
something is supplemental. I present the following: 


Resolved, That all the acts and all the rules of Discipline that are 
out of accord with the acts passed by this General.Conference are 
hereby repealed. : E. B. BrerMan. 

: J. H. Snyper. 


Rey. L. W. Stan. I believe we had that the other day. 

Tue Presipine BisHor. Then if you have something on that, that 
will be withdrawn. 

Rev. J. R. Campers, of Neosho Conference. There was a resolu- 
tion offered by Brother Drury and Brother Carlton on general church 
assessments and referred to some committee. What has been done 
with it? 

Tus Presipinc Bisuor. I do not know anything about it. I have 
been requested to state that immediately upon adjournment there will 
be a meeting of the Church-Erection Board. 

Pror. E. S. Lorenz. I rise to a question of privilege. I desire to 
state that last week I was in opposition to certain matters pending in 
the Conference, and some remarks I made on that day were construed 
as a personal attack on the bishops now bishops emeritus. I did not 
think that such an impression had been made on the Conference, and 
T had no idea that such an impression had been made upon the bishops 
themselves until to-day, or I would have ealled it up before. I will 
say that such an impression was absolutely without foundation, as I 
made no such an attack on the bishops, intended none; that my words, 
I am sure, could not be construed into such an attack. The words 
found in the public print never came from my lips—that the Church 
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was dissatisfied. What I did say,was that the bishops had risen to the 
full expectation of the Church; that some of us regretted that they 
had not exceeded the expectation of the Church, which was a very 
different proposition from that in the public prints. I want to say 
further that, so far as Bishops Castle and Kephart are concerned, 
such a thought as an attack on them did not enter my mind, and I 
am sorry that the dear brother who thought it necessary to reply to 
it left the impression that such was the intention or bearing of my 
remarks; and I think it due the bishops and I think it more due to 
myself that I make these remarks. 

BISHOP KeEpuarr. I will tell you, Brother Lorenz, that so far as 
myself personally was concerned, I was too much obtuse to consider 
your remarks in the way in which some people did. My wife always 
. told me that I was too obtuse to take an insult when one was offered. 
[Laughter.] But I assure you, Brother Lorenz, I never dreamed that 
you were intimating or insinuating at all. I never thought so. 

BisHop Carter. I would be glad to make this request of the mem- 
bers of this Conference, that if you know of members of our Church 
going South, ministers or other members, will you kindly write me at 
Chattanooga, Tenn. I have just learned of ten members that went 
to Florida with a preacher; that will lead to an organization in that 
part, and we have formed several congregations of people moving 
South, and if you will let us know about these members, we will be 
glad to look after them. 

Rey. W. A. Smiru, of Southeast Ohio Conference. I do not know 
whether to ask for a question of privilege or not, but I will say some- 
thing—you determine what it is. Four years ago I think there was 
some action taken in this General Conference with reference to a 
committee to arrange for a general Church hymnal, and in some parts 
of the Church we feel the need very much of a general Church 
hymnal. This is suggested for you to take action, if you may feel dis- 
posed, as a body. 

Dr. Funx. I move that we do now adjourn sine die. 

Tue Presipine BisHop. The minutes will be read before I put that 
motion. 

Dr. Funx. Nearly all the brethren are getting ready to leave with- » 
in a quarter or half hour, and I move that we dispense with the read- 
ing of the minutes. The secretary has been careful. Only a few 
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changes have been made during this General Conference, and I move 
to approve them without reading. 

Seconded. 

The minutes were approved. 

Dr. Birrrman, of Eastern Pennsylvania Conference. I would like to 
offer the following: 


Resolved, That we hereby express our high appreciation of the royal 
entertainment and many courtesies shown the officers and members of 
this Conference by the press, the entertainment Committee, and the 
citizens of Topeka. E. Bens. BrermMan. 

A. H. LavucHpaum. 

This was unanimously adopted. 

The motion to adjourn prevailed. 


Bishop Kephart pronounced the benediction, as follows: 

“And now unto Him who hath redeemed us and washed us in his 
own blood, to him be the glory, the power, and the honor, now and 
evermore. Amen.” 


With one stroke of the gavel the twenty-fourth General Conference 
of the United Brethren in Christ closed. 
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We hereby certify that the foregoing record of the 
acts done and passed by the General Conference of the 
United Brethren in Christ, held in Topeka, Kansas, 
from May 11 to May 22 inclusive, 1905, is correct. 


J. H. Snyder, Recording Secretary, 
Eugene Schaeffer, Assistant Secretary, 
Chas. J. Hall, Stenographic Secretary. 


Dayton, Ohio, July 24, 1908. 


The undersigned, being the committee to edit the 
proceedings of the Twenty-fourth General Conference of 
the Church of the United Brethren in Christ, hereby 
certify that the foregoing pages contain all the pro- 
ceedings verbatim, excepting that ordered from the 


minutes by action of the Conference. 


W. Rk. Funk, 


J. L. Senseny, } Committee. 


Dayton, Ohio, July 31, 1905. 
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at 


Topeka, Kansas, May 11-22, 1905 
































Rey. W. L. HINSHAW, Rey. J. R. HARNER, W. C. GUYER, 
Arkansas Valley. Arkansas Valley. Arkansas Valley. 

















D. D. WHITE, Rev. J. L. Parks, M. Kwprrn, 
Arkansas Valley. California. Oxlifornia. 








Rey. W. R. Luoyp, . CHAS. JOHNSON, . Rey. lL. S. CORNELL, 
Columbia River. Columbia River, Colorado, 


nee ‘ , 














Rry. G. W. SHERRICK, Rev. W. R. FUNK, REV. S. W. KEISTER, 
Allegheny. Allegheny. Allegheny. 














Rey. J. I. lL. RESSLER, Rey. 8. S. Hoven, tnv. L.. W. STawn, 
Allegheny. Allegheny. Allegheny. 




















; A. K®§ISTHR, 3 G. H. Mitrrr, Cc. E. Munuin, 
Cy Allegheny. Allegheny. Allegheney. 

















H. BAISH. A. E. Roose, E. D. MILinR, 
Allegheny. Allegheny. Allegheny. 














Rey. R. J. WHITE, Ruy. N. J. McINTYRE, Rev. I. BENNEHOFF, 
Erie. frie. Brie. 


























‘D. SHAFFER, Mrs. O. J. GAGE, S. M. Love, 
Brie. Brie. Brie. 

















Rey. W. F. CRONK, Rev. E. W. CurtTIis, Rev. G. O. Porrer, 
Des Moines. Des Moines. Des Moines. 


























REy. GEORGE MILLER, Mrs. A. M. RHINEHART, Ep. VANCLEVE, 
Des Moines. Des Moines. Des Moines. 








W. E. Bura@nss, JOHN SHAMBAUGH, Rey. H. BarkymMyer, 
Des Moines. Des Moines. Germany. 


Rev. S. W. PAUL, 
Bast Tennessee. 





O. S. MONEY, 
Hast Tennessee. 














Ruy. W. BH. ScHELL, 
Hast Nebraska, 














y. C.. KEEZEL, 
Hast Tennessee. 




















Rey. C. 8. LONG, 
East Nebraska. 





Mrs. W. E. SCHELL, 
Bast Nebraska. 


< 














Ruy. D. P. BAKER, 
Hast Tennessee. 











tnv. W. M. BUSWELL, 
Bast Nebra 











S. C. CALDWELL, 
Bast Nebraska, 





Ray. H. 8S. GABEL, Rey. M. J. MumMa, Rev. D. D. LowEry, 


Hast Pennsylvania. ylvania. East Pennsylvania. 


Ray. H. U. Roop, Rey. I. H. ALBRIGHT 
ast Pennsylvania, Bast Pennsylvania. 


SPANGLER, J. -G: HMAN, B. H. ENG@un; 
vasylvani Bast Pennsylvania. Bast Pennsylvania. 























H. J. Roop, D. A. PETERS, E. B. BIERMAN, 
East Pennsylvania, East Pennsylvania. Bast Pennsylvania. 























Rey. I. W. BEARSS, KATE BOOKER, Rrv. V. W. OVERTON, 
Georgia. Georgia. Illinois. 























D. E. DONLY, : W. F. DArrxer, 


Rev. A. RIGNEY, 
Illinois Illinois. 


Tilinois. 











Rey. J. D. WYANDT, 
Hast Ohio. 


Rnv. J. S. KBNDALL, 
Hast Ohio. 





Rey. D. W. SPRINKLE, 
Hast Ohio. 


Riv. W. O. Srrrert, 
Bast Ohio. 














W.. G. Lown, J. U. Barr, 
“ast Ohio, East Ohio, 


$ 





Nae sy 
Pie _ 








Rey. C. W. ReEcarp, 
East Ohio. 








A. A. MOORE, 
Bast Ohio. 





F. Hecky 





AN, 
East Ohio. 








AIRHART, Rey. M. R. Drury, Rnv. V. A. CARLTON, 
“Last Ohio. Iowa. Towa. 











Rey. W. I. BEeatrry, E. R. SMITH, J. Le DRURY, 
I Towa. Towa. 


Mrs. J. H. PATTERSON, 


Mrs. FRED GIESLER, 
Louisiane 


Towa, 














Ruy. A. W. Arrorp, Rev. 8. L. Topp, Rev. J. H. WALLS, 
Indiana. Indiana, Indiana. 














Rev. L. L. SCHOONOVER, trv. J. T. HOBSON, G.2A, Horrenn, 
Indiana. Indiana. Indiana. 




















Hl. WRIGHT, EMMA CRAIG, R. J. Barr, 
Indiana. eee rene; Indiana. 











Rey. C. J. BURKERT, Ray. Pi MM. Carp, Ruy. G. P. MACKLIN, 
Miami. Miami. Miami. 











Rey. J. G. HUBER, Ruy. H. Hf. Four, J. C. MYERS, 
Miami. Miami. Miami. 























Mrs. B. F. WIrt, S. E.. KUMLER, i 


BH. S. LORENZ, Kuy 
Miami. Miani. Miami. 
“iy \ 























ROBERT COWDEN, Rry. J. A. F. Kine, Rev. C. A. THorN, 


Miami. Northern Illinois. Northern Illinois. 











Rev. H. W. TRUEBLOOD, A. ANDERSON, 


J. C. Peck, 
Northern Illinois. 


Northern Illinois. Northern Illinois. 











F,. N. Muncn, Ruy. A. 


A. GARNER, 


F. EK. Kure, 
Northern Illinois. : North Nebraska. 


North Nebraska. 


St iM av 








Rev. W. W. VINE, 
Minnesota. 








Rev. H. DEAL, 
Minnesota. 











F. N. HENRY, 
Minnesota. 





Mrs. Sarauw FISHER, 
Missouri. 


Rev. D. L. BURGHR, 
Missouri. 





Cc. M. FUNK, 
Missouri. 














Mrs. HELEN GOULD, 
Minnesota. 














Ruy. H. J. GUNNELS; 
Missouri. 








B. LEE, 
K entucky. 











Rev. J. B. Dervnr, 
Northeast Kansas. 





Marr. EDMONDS, 
Northeast Kansas. 








Rev. J. R. CHAMBERS, 
Neosho, 








Rey. J. H. Snyper, 
Northeast Kansas. 








A. E. WILSON, 
Northeast Kansas. 











Rey. G. H. Hinton, 
Neosho. 


sé 











Rev. F. M. TESTERMAN, 
Northeast Kansas. 











J. G. PORTERFIELD, 
Northeast Kansas. 








Ruy. N. L. Vezin, 
Neosho. 























J. M. ALGAFFER, Mrs. E. J. KIRKPATRICK, R. H. BENNETT, 
Neosho. Neosho. Neosho. 





Rey. E. R. BAaBEr, Rev. C. U. McCKB5E, Rev. W. H. TASKER, 
Northwest Kansas. Northwest Kansas, Northwest Kansas. 




















M. P. MILLER, Mrs. Mary MBAD, 
Northwest Kansas. Northwest Kansas. 


Mrs. Marrig STONER, 
Northwest Kansas. 








REv. J. C. BREMER, Rpy. G. Fritz, CHARLES KocuH, 
Ohio German. Ohio German, Ohio German, 














E. SCHAFFER, Rey. D. L. Doug, 
Ohio German, Oklahoma. 














Rev. W. Woop, J. M. Hockert, J. H. Poon, 
Oklahoma. Oklahoma. Oklahoma. 




















> 7 « 
Rev. W. H. Vivasuincer, 
Pennsylt ania. 





Rev. J. W. KIRACOFE, 
Pennsylvania. ° 














\ \sylvanta. f 


HECKER?, Peo 


Rey. G. D. GOSSARD, 
Pennsylvania. 














Rey. A. B. STATTON, 
Pennsylvania. 








Rev. J. L. GRIMM, 
Pennsylvania. 

















5 w. A. LuTz, 
\ Pennsylvania. 








Rey. A. R. AYERS, 
Pennsylvania. 





SAMUEL HUBER 
Pennsylvania, 


GrorGch A. WOLF®, G. M. SPANGLER, G. C.:SNYDER, 
Pennsylvania Pennsylvania. Pennsylvania. 
































Rey. W. O. Warren. tEV. ALEXANDER Boyp, 
West Nebraska, West Nebraska. 




















RANK A. Burt, Rny. F. M. More: A. A. GRooms, 
West Nebraska. West Tennessee. } West Tennessee 





gs} A. J. COWDEN, 
Lower Wabash. 


Rey. Evr Goon, 
Michigan. 


Le Roy TOWARD, 
Michigan. 

















H. F. BRUBAKER, 
Lower Wabash. 





tEv. W. D. Srrarron, 
Michigan. 











G. W. DILLBNBACH, 
Michigan. 


Ray. A. T. HOWARD, 
Japan. 








Rev. H. H. FLory, 
Michigan. 











I. J. BAR, 
Michigan, 




















BD. W. MYERS; Rey. J. L. BRANDENBURG, Rey. J. A. HAWKINS, 
Indiana. Lower Wabash. Lower Wabash. 











Rev. J. B. Norvir., Rev. D. R. Senerr, Rev. J. B. CONNETTT, 
Lower Wabash. Lower Wabash. Lower Wabash. 
































H. F. WeEBrEr, Mrs. Mary GaArpur, 
Lower Wabash. Lower Wabash. 


FRANK DENNIS, 


A Lower Wabash. 

















Rev. W. HW. WRIGHT, Rev. J. W. WILLIS, Rev. GEORGE GEIGER, 
Southeast Ohio. Southeast Ohio. Southeast Ohio. 























Rey. A. ORR, P. M. STREICH, JOHN HULITT, 
Southeast Ohio. Southeast Ohio. Southeast Ohio. 





F¥. B. WRIGHT, 
Southeast Ohio. 


BH. S. NEUDING, JOHN BARNES, 
Southeast Ohio, ; Southeast Ohio. 


yt 














A. W. BALLI ? REv. D. R. MILLER, 
Sandusky. Sandusky. 














Rev. J. W. Lruty, RrEy. W. Z. Ror 
Sandusky. Sandusky, 


I. DP. RoSsELor, 


Sandus 


W. O. Frixs, 


H. LAvuGHBAUM, 
Sandus 


Sandusky. 











G. C. WILLIAMS, 
Sandusky. 





D. R. STOKER, 
Sandusky. 











Rev. E. MATER, 
Upper Watash. 














C. W. SAGE, 
Sandusky. 














Rny. A. M. SNYDER, 
Upper Wabash. 














Rry. R. M. Zucxk, 
Upper Wabash. 





J. B. SWAQZER, 
Sandusky. 


Rey. W. EP. STANLEY, 
Upper Wabash, 











IDA Winnta MS, 
Upper Wabash, 




















. W. MATER, W. H. CHEADLE, LIZZIE BRONSON 
Upper Wabash. Upper Wabash. Upper Wabash. 








R. Berry, Rey. GEORGE P. Hort, Rey. A. 


TIAMMACK, 
Virginia. Virginia, 


rginia. 














Rey. A. P. FUNKHOUSER, Rey. W. I’. Gruynr, 
Virginia. Virginia. 


J. H. RuEBUSH, 
Virginia. 























B. F. GRUVER, J. A. BELL, HH. B. MILLER, 
Virginia. Virginia. Virginia. 

















J. N. GARBER, Rev. H. R. HESS, Rev. W. D. HERNDON, 
Virginia. West Virginia. West Virginia. 











Rry. A. H. REPSE, Rey. G. A. DAVIS, Rev. C. H. Cox, 
West Virginia. West Virginia, West Virginia. 




















W. H.- Jack, Mrs. A. SPENCER. GRACE WARNER, 


West Virginia. West Virginia. West Virginia. 

















We Or Minnis; J. S. Davis, REV. A. D. WHITNEY, 
West Virginia. West Virginia. Wisconsin. 








W. EH. GILLINGHAM, Mrs, Crnia RICHARDS, 
Wisconsin. Wisconsin. 


Ray. J. A. RicHarpson, 
Wisconsin. 





Rev; J. BE. SHANNON, Rey. M. IF. Dawson, Rey. A. Myer, 
White River. White River. White River. 








Ruy. A. C. WILMORE, Rey. J. T. Rowers, 
White River. ; White River. 























— 





S. WERTZ, 
White River. 


A. J. JUDAY, Cc. L. GARD, 
Rie White River. . White River. 

















S. H. Hunt, 


W. W. Rossins, 
White River. 


White River. 





Rav. J. R. Kin 





Mrs. Zpuua KING, 
West Africa. West Africa. 





TOPEKA COMMITTEE ON ARRANGEMENTS, THE CONFERENCE PAGES, 


Rev. T. D. Crites, D. L. Hoatson, H. C. Kurtz, 3 Aure Crites, Lowell Hoatson, Irvin Kevan, 
Prof. C. Aku. Castle Hess. 





GENERAL CONFERENCE COMMITTEE ON Y. P. C. U. IN SESSION. 
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INDEX 


AFRICA, 32, 85, 94, 105, 250. 
Coéperation in, 31. 
Statistical Report, 103. 
Superintendent’s Report, 97. 

Addresses : 

Bishops’ Annual, 23. 

Bishop’s Opening, 3. 

Dr. T. C. Carter, 486. 

T. D. Crites, 62. 

Hon. Matt Edmonds, 59. 

Dr. Washington Gladden, 275. 

“Governor Frank Hanly, 354. 

Governor Hoch, 49, 355. 

Rey. J. B. Kanaga, 308. 

Dr. Charles Sheldon, 53. 

Dr. W. M. Stanford, 297. 

Dr. D. S. Stephen, 283. 

Dr. John Pearson, 360. 

Dr. W. M. Weekley, 290. 
Albert Academy, 86, 100, 102. 
Amusements, 40. 

Annual Conferences, 665. 

Arford, Frank B., 351. 

Arion Quartet, 193, 424. 

Assessments, 425. 


BENEFICIARY AID, 168. 
_ Distribution of, 173. 
Report of Treasurer of, 170, 325. 
Bible Societies, 40, 221, 360. 
Bishops, Annual Address of, 23. 
Blection of, 421. 
Emeritus, Salaries, 727. 
Introduction of New, 424. 
Method of Filling Vacancy, 412. 
Opening Remarks, 3, 48. 
Board of Reference, 553. 
Books Published, 128. 
Boundaries, 242, 856, 648. 
Boundary of Neosho Restated, 703. 
Burton, Rev. R. P., 343. 
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CAMPBELL COLLEGE, 173, 177. 
Invitation of, 321, 697. ° 

Carter, Dr. T. C., 69. 

Castle, Bishop, Retirement of, 190. 

Charge to Trustees, 263. 

China, 250. 

Christian Stewardship, 184. 
Commission, 188. 
Report of Committee on, 205. 

Churches in Africa, 101. 

Church Boards, Makeup of, 207. 

Church Hrection, 34. | 
Board Blected, 734, 759. 
Committee on, 688. 
Honorary Board, 694. 
Report amended, 717. 
Secretary’s Report, 106. 
Treasurer’s Report, 330. 

Church Federation, 499. 

Church Litigation, 128. 

Church Statistics for 1904, 30. 

Church Trustees, 646. 

Church Union, 268, 494. 
Bishops to Appoint Committee, 675. 
Dr. Gladden on, 275. 
Dr. D. S. Stephen’s Address on, 288. 
Dr. F. T. Tagg’s Letter on, 281. 
Dr. W. M. Weekley’s Address on, 290. 
Paper of William Hayes Ward on, 314. 
Report of Committee on, 269, 543. 
Syllabus, 26. 
Vote on, 519. 

Circulation of Bible, 220. 
Appointment of, 44. 

Committees, Standing, 21, 45, 83. 
Auditing, 357, 627. 
Boundaries, 242, 856, 648. 
Church Prection, 688. 
Church-houses and Parsonages, 754. 
Church Membership, 746. 
Church Union, 269, 548. 
Christian Stewardship, 205. 
Circulation of Bible, 220. 
Constitutional Law, 676. 
Correspondence, 296, 647. 
Courses of Study, 744. 
Credentials, 201. 
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Delegates’ Expenses, 488. as 
Devotion, 267, 685. 
Education, 579. 
Formulas, 205, 261. 
Government of Church, 246, 662. 
Itinerancy, 759. 
Judiciary, 719. 
Memoirs, 210. 
Ministry of the Church, 606, 611. 
Missions, 545. 
Moral Reform, 741. 
Nominations, 365, 712. 
Order of Business, 83, 189, 215, 246, 319, 363, 544. 
Printing Establishment and Publishing Interests, 429. 
Rules of Order, 22. 
Rules, 34, 77, 256. 
Salaries, 724. 
State of the Church, 755. 
Stationing Bishops, 737. 
Sunday Schools, 596. 
Superintendency, majority, 367; minority, 369. 
Union Biblical Seminary, 738. 
Young People’s Societies,. 678. 
Constitutions, Church-Erection Society, 688. 
Foreign Missionary Society, 549. 
Home Missionary Society, 545. 
Preachers’ Aid Society, 258, 607, 619. 
Sunday-School Board, 199. 


DEACONESSES, Certificate, 266. 
Course of Study, 760. 

Home, 207. 

Debts paid, 36. 

Delegates, Expenses of, 137, 211, 488. 
Lay, 12. + 
Location on floor, 21. ’ i 
Ministerial, 11. y ore 

Discipline, 673. / 

When Binding, 722. 
Discussions, Bible Teacher, 449. 
Conference Representation, 668. 
Delegates’ Expenses, 211. 
Blection of General Conference Delegates, 671. 
Plection of Trustees of Printing Establishment, 639. 
General Church Treasurer, 635. 
Hearing Committee Reports, 319, 3338. 
Increasing Number of .Bishops, 370. 
Indiana Conferences, 652. 
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Limiting Voting Power, 718. 
Makeup of Church Boards,*207. 
Matter in Telescope, 432, 482. 
Matter in Watchword and Friend, 456. 
Members of Annual Conference, 665. 
Members of Quarterly Conference, 663. 
Ontario Conference, 557. 
Pensioning Retired Officers, 234. 
Posture in Prayer, 686. 
Preachers’ Aid Society, 621. 
Search Light, 455. 
Seceding Members, 720. 
Stationing Bishops, 541. 
Transfer of Members, 749. 
U. B. Book-Store, 460, 466. 
Young People’s Secretary, 678. 
Division of Missionary Work, 89, 419, 568. 
of Missionary Money, 566, 
Dodds, John, 348. 
Donovan, Rev. J. D., 345. 
Doty, Rey. Henry, 347. 
Drake, J. D., D. D., 339. 


EDITING Discipline, 673, 688. 

General Conference Minutes, 688, 

Educational Beneficiary Fund, 168. 

Distribution of Aid, 173. 
Report of Treasurer, 170, 325. 

Education, 36. 

General Secretary of, 164, 581. 
Recommendations of Board, 178. 
Report of Board of, 159. 

Report of Committee on, 579. 
Rules of Board of, 179. 

Edwards Academy, 174, 178. 

Wlection of Associate Editor of Sunday-School Literature, 614. 
Associate Editor of Religious BEADS, 601. 
Bishops, 421. 

Board of Foreign Missionary Society, 712. 
Church-EHrection Secretary, 681. 

Church Treasurer, 676. 

Editor of Religious Telescope, 595. 

Editor of Sunday-School Literature, 618. 
Iditor of United Brethren Review, 610. 
Editor of Watchword, 600. 

Foreign Missionary Secretary, 615. 

General Manager Union Biblical Seminary, 697. 
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General Secretary Sunday-School Board, 694. 
Home-Missionary Secretary, 618. 
Publishing Agent, 423. 
Reading Secretaries of General Conference, 23. 
Recording Secretaries of General Conference, 16. 
Trustees of Printing Establishment, 539. 
Hvangel, 249. 
Evangelism, 862, 554, 574. 
Eangelistic Committee, 33, 91. 


FRATERNAL Delegates, Addresses of, 297, 307, 308. 
Resolutions on, 3807, 312. 


GENERAL Church Treasurer, 635, 645. 
Method of Filling Vacancy, 723. 
Reports of, 222. 

General Conference Expenses, 137. 

General Officers, 106. 

Germany, 32, 86, 104, 123, 553. 

Greetings from Dr. John Hamilton, 312. 

Dr. Washington Gladden, 244. 

Dr. Norman Plass, 135. 

Bishop W. M. Stanford, 245, 297. 

Chancellor Stevens, 245. 

General Association Congregational Ministers and Churches of Kan- 
sas, 360. 

Southern Congregational Congress, 572. 

Sent to Conference of Radical United Brethren, 294, 
General Assembly of Presbyterian Church, 573. 
Southern Congregational Congress, 647. 

General Association of Congregational Ministers, 647. 


Hott, Bishop J. W., 337. 
Howard, C., 350. 
Howe, Rev. J. W., 342. 


INDIANA Central University, 37. 
International Bible Agency, 122. 
Invitation for Next General Conference, 704. 


JAPAN, 31, 86. 


Kemp, Senator, 724, 737. 
Kephart, Bishop, Retirement of, 217. 


LAWRENCEBURG College, 37, 174, 178. 
Lebanon Valley College, 37, 173, 174. 
Literature, Books, 35, 128. 

Periodical, 85, 125. 
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MckKeg, W. M., Resignation of, 232. 
Services of, 284. 

Mathews, Bishop G. M., Validity of Election, 428, 465. 

Memorials, Presentation of, 186. 

Memorial Program, 210. 

Memorial Services, 336. 

Ministry, 42, 606. 

Minutes of General Conference, 216. 

Missionary Publication and Education, 92. 

Missions, 90, 182, 545. 

Mission Boards: : ; 
Report of Secretary of Home, Frontier, and Foreign, 84. 
Foreign, Constitution for, 549. 

Directors Elected, 716. 
Home, 32, 33, 88. 
Board of Control, 718. 
Constitution for, 545. 
Supplementary Report, 554. 
W. M. A., 32, 249. 

Mission Debt, 84. 

Mission: Schools, 99, 178. 

Moral Reform, 39, 741. 


NortH Nebraska a Mission Conference, 658. 


OFFICERS Assume Duties, 717. 
Official Program, 16. 

Officers Assume Duties, 717. 
Ontario Conference, 553, 556. 
Organic Union, 278, 304, 507, 517. 
Otterbein, 37, 173, 174. 


Paaess, 20, 114. 
Parsonage Fund, 109. 
Pastors’ Reports, 261. 
“Pay-as-You-Go Fund,” 94. 
Periodicals, Circulation of, 184. 
Improvement of, 447. 
Philippines, 251. 
Porto Rico, 82, 88, 93, 95. 
Prayers, 7, 10, 48, 353, 337. 
Preachers’ Aid, 258, 607, 619. 
Press Correspondents, 106. 
Publishing Agent, 422. 
Publishing House, 35. 
Agent’s Report, 117. 
Board of Trustees, 1380. 
Books Published, 128. 
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Book-Store, 127. 

Changes in Officials of, 125. 
Financial Statement, 131. 
Indebtedness of House, 121. 
Office Building, 118. 
Outstanding Accounts, 123. 
Periodicals, 125. 
Recommendations of Agent, 131. 
Trustees’ Report, 114. 


REPORTS : 
Board of Education, 159. 
Christian Stewardship Commission, 188. 
Church Erection, 106. 
General Sunday-School Board, 194. 
Missionary Secretary, 84. 
Missionary Treasurer, 221. 
President of the Y. P. C. U., 181. 
Publishing Agent, 117. 
Treasurer Beneficiary Fund, 170. 
Treasurer Church-Hrection Society, 330. 
Treasurer General Sunday-School Board, 328. 
Treasurer Union Biblical Seminary, 322. 
Union Biblical Seminary Business Manager, 149. 
United Brethren Publishing House Trustees, 114. 
Woman’s Missionary Association, 249. 
Resolutions : 
Appointing Committee on Preachers’ Aid, 257. 
Appreciating Entertainment of Conference, 763. 
Arrangements for Next General Conference, 711. 
Bishops Hmeritus, 219. 
Church Choirs, 714. 
Church Union Resolution Be Printed, 296. 
Congregational and Methodist Protestant Representatives on Church 
Boards, 659. 
Delegates to Meeting of National Federation, 485. 
Changes in names, 427. 
Church Boards, 759. 
Continuance of Book-Store, 460. 
Elimination of Advertisements, 455. 
Evangelism, 362, 554, 574. 
Eva Shontz’s Address Made Part of Conference Program, 318. 
Fraternal Delegates, 307, 312. 
Intermediate and Bible Lesson Quarterlies, 449. 
Kneeling in Public Prayer, 209, PANE 
Law BHnforcement Commended, 741. 
Laymen for General Church Officers, 317. 
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Limiting Length of Speeches, SIIB REGESe 
Liquor-Selling Condemned, 742. 
Providing Members of United Council, 534, 586, 538. 
Names of Women Delegates, 359. 3 
Pro Rata Assessments, 425. 
Protest Against Departure of Delegates, 673. 
Publishing-House Profits, 754. 
Recommending Kneeling, 209, 
Relation of General Conference to Societies for Friendless, 740. 
Retiring Ministers, 257. 
Senator Kemp’s Death, 737. 
Services of William McKee, 284, 
Superintendents, 187. 
Telescope to Discontinue Farm and Household Departments, 435. 
Telescope to Discontinue Obituaries, 436. ; 
Thanks, 485, 711, 712. 
Watchword to Contain no Intermediate Matter, 436, 
Woman’s Missionary Association, 252. 
Responses, Dr. T. C. Carter, 69. 
Bishop N. Castle, 218. 
Rey. H. S. Gable, 66. 
Mrs. L. R. Harford, 253. 
Bishop G. M. Mathews, 192, 252. 
Richards, Rey. J. H., 344. 
Roll Call, 74, 186. 
Rules of Order. 77. 


SCHOOLS, 36, 173. 

Search Light, 98, 455, 553. 

Shenandoah Collegiate Institute, 174, 177. 

Shontz, Eva Marshall, 711. 

Southern Work, 33. 

Sugar Grove Seminary, Dis lied mili giae 

Sunday-School Auxiliaries, 91. 
Mission Work, 195. 

Work, 31. 

Sunday-School Board, 194. 
Constitution of, 199, 596. 
Donation of Literature, 195, 
Meetings of, 194. 

Members of, 718. 
Mission Work of,,195, 
Receipts of, 197. 
Recommendations of, 199, 
Secretary’s Time, 196. 
Secretary’s Work, 196. 
Treasurer’s Report, 328. 
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